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Greg Henry Bible Commentary

Genesis

Genesis 1

· Gen. 1:3 - If you look back to Genesis 1 God said let there be light and the scriptures say light appeared in the earth and separated the darkness and then God said it was good. God said it was good for the light to enter the earth that was filled with darkness and to separate the darkness. The light entered the earth and made a distinction between itself and the darkness. The light is good and the darkness is evil. - N/A

· Gen. 1:3 - Light is a sign of life. Darkness is a sign of death. The scriptures talk about the earth being shadowed by death. Which means for there to be darkness in the earth on account of death. - Understanding the Knowledge of Good and Evil 6/28/20

· Gen 1:22 – God barracked Adam. He got down on one knee and adored him. He satisfied God’s every need. - N/A

· Gen 1:26 – how can we ever doubt that we are good? - N/A

· Gen. 1:26 - Let us in Genesis 1 doesn’t include you and I doing something. That’s the election. God elected Himself. His heart was for man to find their conclusion in His likeness. When He looked around at how that could happen. He saw it could only come about by the power of His might. So God elected Himself. He elected it would be by His eternal Son and Spirit. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Gen. 1:26-31 - We have the gospel according to John and Matthew and Luke and Mark. What would the Gospel according to God sound like? 

The gospel means good news. When we think of the gospel & what the message of the gospel is, we should ask ourselves what would be good news to God. We cannot define the gospel correctly outside of seeing what would be good news to God.

I think sometimes we think the gospel is only good news for us. We struggle to see the gospel is also good news to God. We may not have thought of it this way but the gospel isn't only good news to mankind it is also good news to God. The gospel is God sharing news that is good news to Him with the world. 

If we want to understand what is good news to God we need to first see what was in God's heart from the beginning. Our gospel should begin with the foundation of why God was creating to begin with. What was in God's heart when He said Let there be Light and when He made mankind. 

The traditions of men have taught us what was in God's heart from the beginning was to see if Adam would be obedient to Him or not. But that’s not what God's mind was filled with in the beginning. God's mind wasn’t filled with seeing if Adam would obey Him or not. 

The scripture doesn’t say in the beginning God gave Adam an order to perform to see if Adam would be a good little boy or not. The scripture says God blessed Adam and called Him Son before Adam could do anything right or wrong.  

So what was in God's heart from the beginning when He began to create. What was God after when He created the heavens and the earth and He made mankind. 

The thing that was in God's heart in the beginning of creation was that He wanted a friend. Someone He could identify with; someone He could see Himself in when He looked upon their faces. 

His heart was for this friend to be equal sharers with Him in His eternal life. He wanted to dwell together with this friend in a glorified earth and creation where there was no sin and death or darkness and corruption. And the reason He wanted this was so He could spend all His days serving His friend with life and loving them with all His heart, all His soul, and all His strength. - The Gospel According to God 10/6/19

· Gen. 1:26 - Image and Likeness - Father, Son, and Spirit said let us make man in our image after our likeness. There's a distinction being made between image and likeness. God made us in His image, so we can bear about in our bodies, His likeness. Adam was made in the image of God, but he wasn't bearing God’s likeness yet, because his physical body wasn't glorified with immortality. The glorified man Jesus is the first human to be in the image of God, and also bear about in his body the likeness of God.
God created us in His image so we can be the bearers of His likeness. God made man in his image, for us to be His temple; the place where He finds His rest, so that in Him inhabiting our earthen vessels, we bear about in our bodies His likeness; His immortality. 

The word image means to be an icon or an idol. The idea of an icon or idol, is they were a replica of some god, and they were made to be inhabited by whatever god they represent. It was a temple so to speak, an earthly tabernacle if you will. An earthen vessel was made, and the idea was for that vessel to be inhabited by the god whose image it was made in, and through that, the vessel would be the bearer of that god’s likeness in the earth. It’s like with a visitation. In order for there to be a visitation from the god, there would need to be a vessel for that god to indwell. And then through the indwelling of the vessel, they could visit their likeness upon the earth. We know there's only one God, that’s why Paul calls them dumb idols. They were made in the image of something that is not a god. 

Earthen vessel … When God made us in His image, He made us in his image as an earthen vessel … God fashioned our bodies from the dust of the ground. explain earthen vessel …. Go into creation, God spoke everything into existence, and then He made man from the substance of everything that was already created. Paul says the first man Adam was earthy. If you look at the mineral makeup of the human body it’s almost identical to the mineral makeup of the earth.

There's a reason God made us from the ground He already created …. that in us being made an earthen vessel, made from the substance of creation, when we bear about in our bodies God's likeness; it ministers His likeness to all of creation. God created mankind in His image, to be the bearers of His likeness, and through bearing His likeness, there would be a ministration of life by God, through mankind to all of creation. We have a ministration to all of creation. It’s the ministration of God’s likeness. Where because we are vessels made from the substance of creation, when God brings forth the likeness of His immortality in our bodies, His likeness will be visited upon all of creation. God's plan was always for heaven to invade the earth…. The plan was always for heaven to be made manifest in the earth, and the way it would go down is by heaven first making a home in man as an earthen vessel.

Even with the earthly tabernacle Moses fashioned according to what he saw in heaven. That earthly tabernacle was made to be inhabited by heaven, by the presence of God, and through God's presence manifesting in the temple; the earthen vessel, it was a ministration of light and life to the people. 

So Adam was supposed to tend the garden, by not eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and eating from the tree of life instead, and through that he would bear the likeness of God's immortality, to the rest of creation …. - The Manifestation of the Children of God 9/1/24

· Gen. 1:28 - In Genesis 1 God blessed Adam and promised to make Adam exceedingly fruitful. God promised Adam that He would decorate Adam with His immortality and the fruit of His life. God did all the work that was needed for Adam to have life and godlikeness as a gift. God did all the work that was needed for the earth to be hedged about with His light and His life. - N/A

· Gen. 1:28 - All that was left was for Adam to enter God's rest. All that was left was for Adam to walk in the good work of God by eating from the tree of life instead of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil so the tree of the knowledge of good and evil could be pulled from the earth like the weed that it is and the sea that was separating the Heaven and the earth could be removed and heaven and earth would become one. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Gen. 1:31 – he was pleased with what He made. Everything was very good – the word very means vehemently – done with passion so nobody will doubt how you feel. - N/A

Genesis 2
· Gen. 2:1 – Why did God rest? He was finished creating everything he wanted to create. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15

· Gen. 2:2 – God rested on the 7th day. - This word rest means to repose (state of rest, tranquility, relaxation, calm, peaceful). We don’t need to go on a vacation to get this rest. God has this prepared for us in Him no matter what is happening in our lives. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15

· Gen. 2:7 – man formed out of the dust of the ground. Is that what made man like God? God breathed his life into us, that is what made us like God. - You Are Already Like God

· Gen. 2:9 - Notice it says the tree of life is on both sides of the river (in Revelation 22) but there is no mention of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil being there. In Genesis 2 it says the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil are in the midst of the garden. But now in revelation 22 it only mentions the tree of life being in the midst. 

If alpha and omega says there is no more death it can only mean the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is no longer there. Revelation 22 also says there is no need for candles or for the sun because there is no night there. If there is no longer any darkness it means the tree of the knowledge of good and evil has been consumed by the fire of God's life. - N/A

· Gen 2:15-17 - Dress=husbandmen keep=hedge it about, to guard, to protect.

To dress and keep the garden means to be a husbandman to the garden. A husbandman is someone who cares for the garden and nurtures it unto life. It's someone who keeps a garden or a vineyard from thorns and thistles by hedging it about and protecting and guarding it from weeds.

Adam was created in the earth, he was put in the garden by God to hedge the earth about so it could be guarded and protected from thorns and thistles. Now listen God didn't put Adam in the garden to do the kind of work that I did when I worked for the landscaping company. That’s not the kind of work Genesis is talking about. 

Genesis tells us what it means for Adam to dress and to keep the garden when it says God told Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Immediately after Genesis says God put Adam in the garden to dress it and to keep it, it describes what that looks like by saying God told Adam he could eat from all the trees in the garden only do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because it will kill you if you eat from it. 

You see what God was after in putting Adam in the garden to dress it and to keep it was for Adam to eat from the tree of life instead of eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The reason God wanted Adam to eat from the tree of life and not the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was so the earth could be hedged about with eternal life and it could be kept from the death that comes from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Gen. 2:15-17 - Subduing the earth and taking dominion are directly connected to God putting man in the garden to dress it and keep it. The tending of the garden is how the earth would be subdued, and Adam would take dominion. 

Gods not talking about pulling weeds, and tilling the ground, when He put Adam in the garden of Eden to dress it and keep it. Immediately after God put Adam in the garden to tend the garden, Genesis says God told Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

When we think about subduing the earth and taking dominion over creation, we can say it’s about making the animals sit and obey, and commanding the seas to be still. We can think of Tarzan controlling the monkeys. Or crocodile Dundee making the dog heel. We have videos of the dog whisperer, and people who can make the animals do what they say, but that's a very juvenile way of thinking of dominion. God’s after a far greater weight of glory than you being able to make the animals listen, or you being able to calm the seas. The tendency is to think of things like subduing and dominion from power structures, where you take something by force, or bring something to heel. But that’s not God’s way. We’ll get to this again later but Jesus was subduing the earth, and taking dominion over all of creation on the cross. Jesus was tending the garden on the cross. - The Manifestation of the Children of God 9/1/24

· Gen. 2:17 - God put Jesus in the garden to dress and keep the garden by establishing the reign of eternal life in the earth. And the way Jesus did that was by entering God's rest, or by believing God's promise, and eating from the tree of life. At the end of revelation Jesus says I am alpha and omega it is done. The earth has been dressed in eternal life and it will be kept by eternal life. Man has been made in our image after our likeness. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Gen. 2:17 - Now remember in Genesis 2 it said the tree of the knowledge of good and evil looked good for food. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil promised to make Adam and Eve fruitful. It promised to decorate them with the fruit of God's life but when they came to the tree and partook of it the tree left them barren and unfruitful in God's life. What it did was decorate them in thorns and thistles. We see Jesus decorated in thorns before being led up to be crucified because he took upon himself the wages of mankind eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

If you notice after Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and he saw his nakedness it was fig leaves that he tried to clothe himself with. Well if Adam was looking to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil to be clothed with life and the next thing we see Adam doing is trying to clothe himself with fig leaves it's a pretty good indication that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is being represented by a fig tree. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Gen. 2:18-23 – It is not good that man should be alone… - Adam was lonely, it was not good for him to be alone, no companion could aid in his life, give him companionship. God brought forth life out of Adam, said this person can fulfill what he needs. Adam is a picture of Christ, he could not find a companion that was suitable. Let us make man, this is what God spoke. He made the water and animals and found nothing that fulfilled his desire. Then made man, and said man is the apple of my eye, man has completed me. God is teaching us our origin. - How The Gospel Works

· Gen 2:25 – before they ate from the tree – they were both naked and not ashamed - Face To Face With God
Genesis 3

· Gen 3:1 - Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

I know we’ve traditionally been taught the serpent was calling into question God's word. But, Hebrew scholars say this expression is an interrogative expressing surprise. Satan isn’t questioning God's word as much as He’s questioning God’s integrity towards Eve’s life. 

Is God really keeping this tree from you? What kind of a Father would hold something of Himself back from His children. Can God really be the Father you need? Can He really give your life the kind of care it needs? Can you really trust Him to provide you with everything you need to partake in life and godliness? Look at how He’s keeping you from this tree that's full of wisdom and life. Satan was accusing God to Eve. He was calling into question integrity in God's heart towards her life. He was calling into question God’s ability to be the Father she needs. 

Just as the serpent accused God to Eve, by pointing to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The death and lack in the earth tries to give a testimony against the integrity in God’s heart towards our lives. It tries to testify against God’s ability to be the Father we need. 

Satan got it right to produce his death and the fruit of his death in mankind and in the earth, and then use that death as the voice of accusation against God. The death the serpent infected the earth with through Adam gives a testimony in the earth that God isn't as He ought to be as Father; it tells us God isn't as He ought to be as the one who clothes with life. The tribulation in the earth serves as the voice of accusation against God. It serves as the accuser, asking us, will God really be the Father you need. If God really is your Father, if He really has taken thought to give your lives the kind of care they need. Where is He now? Let Him come for you if He will have you. - The Justification That Comes From Life 3/13/22

· Gen. 3:1 - The world is also subtil. The reason it’s so deceiving is because it looks good for food. It’s good for hatred to be removed from the world. It’s good for the planet to be saved. It's good for the world to be cleansed from injustices .. The problem is the only way to perfect the world from hatred and all the injustices is to purify all of creation from death. And the strength of the flesh is weak in that way. We cannot eradicate death from ourselves much less from creation. Should we try to perfect the world through the strength of the flesh it will only produce more death and destruction. In trying to root out hatred we are producing more hatred. In trying to root out racism we are producing more racism. The apostle Paul speaking in Romans 7 about his desire to be cleansed from the body of death, says he observes a law in his members, that when he tries to enlist his own strength to be perfected from corruption, he not only is unable to perfect himself from corruption, but he actually brings forth more corruption. - Jesus Loves The Little Children 5/28/23

· Gen. 3:1-2 - Satan wasn't trying to convince Eve that God didn’t say not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Satan was questioning God and the integrity of His intent to provide Eve with life. 

The serpent was saying is it really true that God is prohibiting you from eating of all the trees in the garden, man that’s lame. Eve says nah we can eat from the trees of the garden. It’s only this one tree we can't eat from, and the reason God told us not to eat from it is He doesn’t want us to die. That’s when Satan says you shall not die, the reason God wants to keep you from that tree is because God's holding out on you and keeping you from what you need to have life and godlikeness. God knows in the day you eat from it you will be in His likeness.

The way satan got Eve to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was by telling her she lacked what she needed to have life and godlikeness, and he also told Eve that God was lacking in giving her what she needed for godlikeness. He tempted Eve by telling her she didn’t have what was needed to have a righteous life, and he pointed to her not being able to eat from the tree as the evidence.

We can see the same thing go down with Jesus on the cross. Satan was there tempting Jesus on the cross and the weapon of his warfare was the tribulation and the death of the cross. The devil used the death of the cross to uncover Jesus’ nakedness. He used the Pharisees to point at Jesus’ nakedness on the cross and tell Jesus he was forsaken by God. The serpent was in the Pharisees telling Jesus if God is your Father let Him come for you if He will have you. 

Just as he did with Eve, the serpent was tempting Jesus with the idea that he lacked what was needed to have life and godlikeness, and God was lacking as the one who would give it to him. The devil was calling into question God's righteousness towards Jesus to clothe him with life, and the evidence he pointed to was Jesus’ nakedness and the death he was dying on the cross. - Deliverance From Temptation 2/28/21

· Gen. 3:6 - There was a weed in the garden. There was a weed in the earth, and not just any weed. It was the kind of weed that produces certain thorns and thistles that overrun and overtake everything. The weed that was in the earth is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the thorns and thistles that come from it is death and the fruit of death.

Now the tree of the knowledge of good and evil did not look like a weed. Genesis 3 says the tree looked like it was good for food and good for making one wise. When it says it looked good for food it's not talking about for the belly. It's a metaphor and what it's saying is that the tree looked like it contained the power to clothe Adam and Eve with the fruit of God's life. It looked like it contained the power to decorate Adam and Eve with God's life. It gave the appearance of being able to make you exceedingly fruitful. So the tree of the knowledge of good and evil promised Adam and Eve they would be decorated with God's life through them knowing good and evil.

So all Adam had to do in order to dress and keep the earth was to enter God's rest by believing His promise and eating from the tree of life. If he ate from the tree of life it would be paramount to him rejecting the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and it would be like Adam taking an axe to the root of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Alas we know how it went down ..... Adam was not a very good gardener. He didn't tend to the garden. He spread the weed and its thorns and thistles throughout all creation. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Gen. 3:6 - If we look at the first man Adam in Genesis 3 …. After Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, he was in unbelief … he wasn’t believing on Jesus … he wasn’t believing that God would provide a lamb to remove the death that was reigning over him. Adam was not believing God would clothe him with the life of His lamb. Adam couldn't comprehend the goodness in God’s heart towards His life. His understanding of God’s thoughts towards him was darkened through the death he saw in himself. There was a veil over his heart that left him blinded to God’s righteousness towards him. The conviction of sin can be seen in God drawing near to Adam, and clothing upon Adam’s nakedness with His lamb. God healed Adam's blindness, and removed his unbelief, by showing Adam the goodness in His heart towards his life. - The Conviction That Brings Comfort 3/20/22

· Gen. 3:7-8 – and their eyes were opened, and they hid themselves from His presence. They were naked before and after they ate. Before they were not ashamed, after they were. When they ate from the tree, they now had a conscious - Walking in the Cool of the Day
· Gen. 3:8 – walking in the cool of the day, in Hebrew this speaks of walking in the spirit (breath, wind). This speaks of God having his being in the spirit. The manner of God has in himself being of the spirit. Mankind was created to walk with God in the cool of the day, where the fellowship they shared with each other would be shaped through the spirit. They could experience life through one another. Their fellowship was around the glorious truth of Jesus. Through this fellowship man could find themselves growing in the wisdom of God and their stature as sons. This is what God intended. That Adam and him could walk in the cool of the day, and through this Adam would grow in the wisdom that God has in himself and through this wisdom it would cause Adam to grow in his understanding of sonship. - Walking In the Cool of the Day 
· Gen 3:8 - And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

The word cool in Hebrew is ruach … ruach is talking about the Holy Spirit. It references the Spirit of God. It's the presence of God. The presence of God is what makes it cool … the cool of the day is in contrast to Adam sweating from his brow, trying to clothe himself in life. Adam was sweating from His brow and God came to refresh Adam with His presence ….

You know what the lust of the flesh is, if you look back at Genesis 3? God says to Adam because you’ve eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and your nakedness has been uncovered, instead of clothed upon, you’re going to try and find life by the sweat of your brow. So there’s Adam fulfilling the lust of the flesh … his flesh desires to be clothed upon not uncovered, but because he doesn’t see God with him to clothe him, he tries to satisfy his desire through his own works … That's the flesh lusting after life. It’s when the flesh tries to satisfy its desire for life through its own strength … It's called living by the sweat of the brow. Paul was living by the sweat of the brow before meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus. He was trying to be exalted by the multitude of the merchandise he could gather to himself. 

The flesh was never meant to be perishing. It was never meant to not be glorified …. The flesh was never meant to be naked, as in not decorated in God's life, and now it sees that it’s not. That's Adam’s nakedness being uncovered. And so now that flesh is longing for, or desiring to be clothed upon

Paul comes now and he sees all those things in Genesis 3, and puts different words to it. But Paul comes and says walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Well what is walking in the Spirit …. Genesis describes walking in the Spirit as walking in the cool of the day. Do you see the contrast between the coolness of the day and sweating from the brow? One is walking in the Spirit me the other is walking after the flesh. 

Do you know what the scriptures also say about coolness? Acts 3:19 talks about times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. And so walking in the Spirit is to be aware of the presence of the Father. The presence of the Father in you, and you in the presence of the Father. The Holy Spirit was poured out on all flesh, so we could be aware of the Fathers presence always, knowing that nothing can ever be a sign we are alone and separated from the Fathers love for us, to uphold our lives, and serve us with His life. Now as you are aware of the presence of the Father. The Father is always clothing upon. His presence clothes upon. In the day you stand in His presence and you see His face shining upon you, even in your affliction. In the day you see the face of the Father, and you see yourself in His face, you feel clothed upon. 

And so walking in the Spirit comes to do what? Speak of themselves? No the Spirit came to speak about whatsoever things were revealed in Jesus. Well what did Jesus say he came to reveal? Himself? No. The Father. What does the Spirit come to do? Exalt the presence of the Father in our midst, to cloth upon us in His life. The Spirit comes to immerse us in the presence of the Father, (so we can see Him loving us, by serving us with His life, and we be refreshed from our burdens; from exerting ourselves, trying to bring forth life, by the sweat of our brow). 

So walk in the Spirit is walk in the knowing that the Father has poured out of Himself His presence, by pouring out the Holy Spirit. Walk in the knowing that the Father is in you, and you are in the Father. Walk in the knowing that you are always immersed in the Father. Walk in the knowing that you have been made one flesh with the Father, and His indestructible life, through the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, the body of God Himself. Walk in the knowing you’ve been clothed upon in His likeness, through the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Even though it’s not yet seen what you will be, walk in the knowing that you are the Sons of God now; the daughters of God now. And you will be refreshed from the sweat of the brow by the presence of the Father, and you will not fulfill the flesh’s desire to lust after life. 

That's the power for people to be set free from hatred, from gossiping, from backbiting, envying, murder. That's the power for people to be set free from fear. That's the power for love to be perfected in the hearts of people. That's the deliverance. Those things are what comes out of a person when they’re lusting after life through the flesh, and through created things. That's the power to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit. That's the power to abide in the Fathers love, or rather to see that the Fathers love abides in you ….. - The Cool of the Day 6/10/24

· Gen. 3:15 - We know it wasn’t the Father who bruised Jesus on the cross because God says in Genesis 3 that Jesus would be bruised by the serpent and the serpent’s bite.

If you look at Numbers the people were bitten by serpents and were perishing. God told Moses to fashion a bronze serpent. Bronze speaks of judgment and can be in the sense of condemnation or condemning. God told Moses to nail that bronze serpent to the pole and everyone who saw the condemnation God brought to the bite of the serpent on that pole would be healed from death. - Healed From Death 4/12/20

· Gen. 3:15-16 - I thank God for women in the earth …. For everything they are that declares God in the earth. The way they are so giving of themselves. The way they selflessly care for the people they love. There's just something about women, the way they nurture us, and comfort us, so our lives can flourish. Reminds me of the God kind of love. Always preferring others over themselves. Without women none of us would be here. Yes, women come from men. Eve came from the rib of Adam. But, man also comes from women through childbirth. Gen 3:20 says Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. Without women there would be no salvation for anyone. It’s by women that eternal life entered the earth. 

There is great honor in being a woman. I know it’s by women that deception entered in but it’s also by women that the seed, the eternal Son, is come and crushed the head of the deceiver. We esteem women everywhere as a sign of the seed that crushed the serpent's head.

It’s not God that cursed Eve with labor pains. The labor pains are a result of death entering the earth. Labor pains are a symptom of a perishable body. They’re a sign of man bringing forth fruit by the sweat of their brow. Yes childbirth was cursed with labor pains, but in the pain of that childbirth came forth the seed that redeemed us from the life that’s cursed.

God says to the serpent you may think your cunning, and that you exerted authority and dominion over the woman, and made her subject to you. You may have deceived the woman, but I will take the woman that you deceived, that you think is less than you, and I will bring forth from her the seed that crushes your head. In the sorrow of childbirth the woman will bring forth the seed that will crush your head and redeem mankind from your curse. By woman came deception, and by woman came the seed that would crush the head of the deceiver. - Saved By Childbirth 5/12/24

Genesis 4

· Gen. 4:1-7 - The scriptures and the accounts recorded in the scriptures are spiritual songs and hymns. They rehearse the Spirit of Truth for us. They fill our hearts with the words of the faith. They help us to see God, and our lives with God, and what it looks like to walk with God in the Spirit.

Cain and Abel is a great example. The letter of Jude makes reference to the way of Cain. 1st John refers to Cain as “that wicked one”. What is the account of Cain and Abel rehearsing for us? What is it trying to teach us about God and our lives with God?

Abel was a keeper of the sheep, not by order from the Lord, but because his desire was unto the sheep. He saw the sheep and his mind was filled with the sheep. He was captivated by the sheep. He associated with the sheep. He saw the sheep as his friend. 

Whereas Cain was a tiller of the ground. Again, the verses aren't suggesting Cain was forced to be a tiller of the ground. The verses are simply telling us what Cain’s mind was captivated by. Cain’s mind was filled with his own working. He worshiped the ground and the fruit he could bring forth by the sweat of his brow.

The process of time is talking about the day of reckoning so to speak. It's the day where you would come before God to receive your inheritance and partake in your birthright.

So the day came when Cain and Abel went before the Lord, to partake of their inheritance. And Cain brought the fruit he produced from the ground, by the sweat of his brow. And Abel brought the firstborn of his flock, and the fat thereof. When it says that Abel brought the firstling of his flock and the fat thereof, it means Abel came before God with the blood of the firstborn of his flock.  

And the scripture says God had respect to Abel and his offering, but Cain’s not so much. 

We can easily forget the subject here is Cain’s offering. We read God saying sin is lying at the door, and unto you is his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. And we forget the subject of the verses is the offerings, and read it to mean that God is telling Cain he must master his sin.

You can’t master your sin. All you can do is rest in God's ability to overcome sin in your life. You’d have to be able to overcome the death in your body and cloth upon your mortal body with immortality if you wanted to master sin. 

If we read the verses in their proper context, the problem God had with what Cain was doing is Cain was trying to master sin. Cain’s way is he was trying to be sanctified from sin by working the strength in his own hand. Cain was trying to be sanctified from death and set apart unto life by working his body to try and produce the fruit of God’s life.

The word sin used here is properly translated sin offering. The word lieth speaks of a four legged animal like a lamb crouching down in a state of submission. In the Septuagint translation the verse reads a sin offering is crouching down outside the door. 

God sees Cain is upset because his offering was not acceptable and God comes to Cain to reason with him about the offering. He says to Cain listen I’m not rejecting you. I’m not respecting Abel’s person over you. If you’d have offered as Abel, your offering would have pleased me. It's not about whether I like you or I like Abel more. It's about my desire for you not to perish and have life everlasting. 

Don't be upset, even though your offering wasn’t acceptable, look I have provided a lamb for you. There’s a lamb crouching down right outside the door. Its desire is unto you. The lamb desires to lay its life down for you. It’s crouching down right outside the door, submitting itself to you. Go and take the lamb. Go and offer the lamb.

GOD sees the weakness of the flesh. He sees that within our flesh we don’t possess the ability to produce life. He knows the weakness of what Cain is looking to and how it will leave him naked, with a heart that condemns him and works fear and death in him. God knew if Cain looked to the strength contained in his own hand to be decorated with life Cain would fall short of the glory of God’s immortality. God knew the weakness of the flesh to produce life would leave Cain like the emperor with no clothes. Thinking his nakedness was clothed upon, only to see his works left his mortality laid bare. 

Well how can God accept that when He knows the destruction that will come upon Cain as a result of that way? God wasn’t willing to just let Cain perish. So God came to Cain to reason with him so he could partake of his birthright.

Listen it’s not like Abel knew something Cain didn’t know. It's not like Cain got the short end of the stick. Romans 12:3 says God presents to every person the measure of faith. God presented both Cain and Abel with the measure of faith.

God gave both Cain and Abel the faith that could create them in the image of Christ Jesus as a gift. He told them both there was an inheritance stored up for them in Him. He promised them both He would sanctify them from the body of death they were clothed in, and He promised them both He would decorate them with the fruit of his life, free from their works.

Hebrews 11:4 says by faith Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice. So we know God presented the faith to Abel. We know God came to Cain, and provided Cain with the lamb, telling Cain the only way for his dying body to be clothed in the light of God's life, is by the blood of the lamb. 

By the faith that said God would cleanse him from death by the blood of His lamb. By the faith that God would cloth upon him ..... Abel was persuaded to offer a lamb. Abel came before God, seeking his birthright; seeking his inheritance, through the blood of the lamb.

Abel allowed himself to be persuaded by the faith God presented to him. Abel said in his heart, man I remember the lamb that was slain to cloth upon Adams nakedness. Abel said it is by your lamb, Oh God, that this body of death will be removed from me and I will be perfected once for all time, and so he came with the blood of the lamb. 

Abel’s sacrifice testified that His faith was in the strength of God and not the arm of the flesh. When Abel brought the blood of the lamb he was saying, the power for me to be clothed in the glory of God's immortality is found in God, and the strength of His lamb, not the strength contained in my flesh. 

Really what Abel was doing is he was calling upon the name of the Lord. He was calling God Father. He heard that God would overcome the deadness in his flesh and cloth upon his mortal body with immortality ...... and he was persuaded that God was with Him to Father his life. 

Cain is in the likeness of the children of disobedience. He refused to be persuaded by the faith God gave him as a gift. He hardened his heart to the faith. He refused the lamb. 

The way of Cain, Cain's way is he did despite to the spirit of Grace. He knew the promise of God, but he exchanged the life GOD promised to bring forth, for the life he could bring forth himself. Cain sold his birthright for one morsel of meat. He sold his birthright for the morsel of life he could have through the strength in his flesh. Cain made God’s promise to sanctify him from death and decorate him in the glory of His life void. Cain made God's promise void because he sought to be clothed with life by his own ability to gather life to himself. - The Way of Cain 1/2/21

· Gen. 4:1-7 - If you offered a lamb as Abel you would have also been accepted. I’m not preferring Abel over you. I prefer you both the same. It’s just one offering is full of strength to exalt you, and one is unto destruction.

God had respect for Abel's offering but not Cain’s offering. It’s not arbitrary. The reason God was pleased with Abel’s offering is because Abel came before God with the blood of the lamb. God was pleased with Abel’s offering because it testified of the lamb God would provide to remove the reign of death. 

This connects to the letter to the Hebrews and why faith pleases God. Abel received strength to overcome death by looking to the lamb God provided. Cain on the other hand was drawing away from God unto destruction.

Cain was wroth because God rejected His way. Cain was a tiller of the ground. Our bodies were made from the dust of the ground. Cain wanted to be exalted by the fruit he could produce from working his dying body. Cain wanted to be rewarded for his works. He wanted to be exalted by the power of his own goodness. And what happens next? God pours out His mercy on Cain. God provides a lamb to Cain. God tells Cain there’s a lamb crouching down outside the door, willing to lay down its life so yours can be exalted. Go and offer the lamb, will you not also be exalted, just as Abel? - The Root Of Bitterness 4/28/24

Genesis 6

· Gen. 6:9-22 - God told Noah what was going down. Noah’s grandfather’s name is Methusala, God was prophesying of the coming judgment from this name. Means his death will bring. God is longsuffering. Interesting thing about Methuselah, he lived longer than anybody ever lived on the earth, 969 years. They all knew judgment was coming. How long did it take Noah to build the arc? Many years. He didn’t just go at it clumsily. It was very precise. It hadn’t even rained then. How foolish would this look?
He couldn’t have had much help. Only 8 people in the arc. You think people might’ve been making fun of him. Peter said Noah was a preacher of righteousness. God was pouring out mercy while Noah was building the arc. God wanted everyone to accept him, but he knew they wouldn’t. 
Many times we think what is taking God so long? Because he wants everyone to have a chance to hear. The arc is a picture of Jesus. When God told them to go into the arc, He didn’t tell them to go but come into the arc. Jesus said come unto me, all who are heavy laden…The ark rested on water 17K feet in the air. The day the ark rested on mount ararat, the exact day Jesus was raised from the dead. It was the seventh month and the 17th day. It’s a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 
Arc mentioned 3 times in the Bible. in Noah, in bulrushes – what they called the compartment they put Moses in when he was a baby. That arc was representing that we are sheltered from Satan (pharaoh in that story), and the arc of the covenant, it’s covering the 10 commandments.. 
The arc was getting beaten, but the people inside were chilling, they were kept safe. Noah was given very specific instructions on how to build the arc so that it could not be damaged and be able to hold against the storm and the rain. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment
· Gen. 6:13 - God says to Noah the end of all flesh has come before me ….. we tend to read that and just assume God wants to destroy everyone and everything because he’s angry. But that can’t be what’s going on because God's talking to Noah, who is being saved, and is also flesh. 

What is it we see come to an end in Jesus? In the body of his death and resurrection? If Genesis says the end of all flesh is come before me. What do we see in Jesus? What type of flesh do we see being destroyed and coming to an end in the death and resurrection of Jesus? 

Which man does Paul say died in Roman’s? The old man. Paul says put off the old man. Put on the new man. The old man is the man whose life is but dust. The old man is earthy, sown in corruption. The old man is joined to death. The old man is clothed in perishable flesh. 

Genesis says it repented God that He made man from the face of the earth. Repent means grieved. God never intended for mankind to remain of only an earthly substance. He always intended for mankind to put on incorruption and bear about in their bodies the likeness of his immortality; the likeness of his glory. God was grieved that man was sown in corruption and our flesh was as the flower of the grass, fading away. He saw the reason we were suffering is because we were earthy, earth born. Our lives were perishing; they were but dust. God saw man was sown in corruption by the first man Adam. 1st Cor 15 says the 1st man Adam was earthy, sown in corruption. 

That’s why God says the end of all flesh is come before me. Not all human flesh because Noah is there … all corruptible flesh; that’s how He will wipe away the tears of His people. 

God saw death stinging people with sin, filling them with labors to gather life to themselves; piercing them through with many sorrows. God is prophesying through Noah about how He will bring an end to corruptible flesh, to save His people from what torments them. It’s the wiping away of every tear. God is saying though man is earthy, sown in corruption by Adam, I will cleanse them from corruption and raise them in incorruption. 1st Corinthians says this mortal must put on immortality. God is prophesying through Noah, of the new man He will bring forth through Christ, to bring an end to our suffering.- The Road to Emmaus 7/15/24

· Genesis 6:14 – make an arc of gopher wood, thou shalt pitch it within and without with pitch – what that is describing is that it has to be airtight and sealed. Greg used to think it was wood on the inside and outside and sealed with some type of gum. God wanted it to be sealed. 
The word for pitch is the Hebrew word kafar and it’s the only time in the Bible it’s used for pitch, 71 times it’s used to mean “make atonement”. Definition of kafar – make atonement, pardon, purge away. Look what God did with the arc, he pitched in within and without with the blood of Jesus. That is a picture of us, pitched within and without in the atoning blood of Jesus. We are airtight of every form of judgment. Was Noah injured? No. They atonement protected him. 
Kafar is the same word used for the mercy seat.
Everything that plagues us is a form of judgment against Adam’s sin, sickness, poverty and God has pitched us within and without of the blood of Jesus just like the arc. It’s a picture of what it means to be in Him. 
The only way any of those things can get to you is if you don’t know you have been shut in with the pitch (Jesus’ blood) or don’t believe it. 
We have been camouflaged by the blood of Jesus. It’s airtight. This is what he’s trying to teach us in the story of Noah. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment

Genesis 17

· Gen. 17:1 - God says to Abraham I am the Almighty God. He said that to Abraham in response to Abraham seeing the deadness in his body and the deadness in Sarah’s womb. Abraham saw the impotence and weakness in their bodies and thought that was the most powerful force in the universe. He thought the death he saw in Sara and in himself was greater than God's ability to make him fruitful. God says to Abraham I am the Almighty God, meaning I am Lord over even death. I can even perfect dying flesh. I can even cleanse your flesh from the filthiness of death. Walk before me. I will provide myself a lamb to cleanse you from death. Set your gaze upon my work and you shall be perfected from sin and death, and raised into the abundance of life. - Keeping Christ in Christmas 1-8

· Gen. 17:1 - If you look at the life of Abraham it testifies of this same thing. We talk so much about what Abraham did as if the account of Abraham is about His faithfulness. You might say wait a minute Greg doesn't the scripture talk about being blessed with faithful Abraham? Yes, and the word faithful there doesn't speak of Abraham's faithfulness towards God, it speaks of Abraham’s heart esteeming God's faithfulness towards him. Meaning Abraham stood in awe of God’s ability to make dead flesh alive. He stood in awe of the lamb God would provide. He stood in awe of God's ability to overcome the deadness in his body and the deadness in Sarah’s womb.

I use Abe a lot as an example because the scriptures say he is the father of the faith ……There was a time in Abe’s life when his fear was in the weakness he saw in himself. The deadness he saw in his body was lifted up in his sight as if it could keep him from life. He was standing in awe of the death he saw. That’s why he said to God what shall you give me, seeing I have no heir; that’s why he laid with Hagar to produce a Son. His steps were ordered by the deadness he saw.

Well God desired for Abe’s fear to be before Him. He wanted His life to be lifted up in Abe's heart. So God revealed Himself to Abraham in Genesis 17 as the Almighty God. He revealed Himself as the one who possesses the power to raise the dead, and to heal the flesh from death. God came to Abe and revealed that He possesses within Himself a life that overcomes death in the flesh so Abe would stand in awe of Him and His life instead of the deadness. That’s why Paul says in Romans 4 that Abraham did not consider the deadness in his body or in Sarah's womb but he gave glory to God. Abe’s fear was not before the deadness in his body or in Sarah’s womb. His fear was before God. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Gen. 17:1 - I am the Almighty God. Isn’t that what John calls Jesus in the book of Revelation? Yes this event happened to Abraham, but Jesus says Abraham saw his day and rejoiced. Peter says we have a more sure word of prophecy in Jesus. Jesus says the scriptures are they which point to him. Genesis 17:1 is pointing to the resurrection of God; it’s a shadow of the revelation of Almighty God resurrected in His flesh. 

When God made man He set us in motion towards Himself. He made us passable so we can be moved towards him. He wanted us to be able to feel after Him so we can find ourselves in union with Him. Some theologians call it the age of movement. The nature of human was made to be theocentric. The objective of human nature is God; the mark for our humanity is to know the love of God through the divine nature. The faculties of our nature, our souls and our senses were given to us for the purpose of gathering us to God, so our potential to fully participate in the divine nature be fulfilled.

The first man Adams ' transgression, effected a detour for the entire human race. Rather than moving towards God, man became his own goal and objective. Mankind went from their natural function of being theocentric, to an unnatural function of being self centric. Adam made us self reliant, limiting us to created time and space, limiting our existence to our created nature. Causing us to live not by the life of God but by our own nature, and through that our movement was towards death. 

Our souls were meant to find life in God; our souls have the ability to connect with God, both God and our souls being immaterial, and because of the union between our bodies and our souls, our bodies are able to have communion with the divine, through our souls. When we lose God as our center we become disoriented (Sims character). Our soul then seeks nourishment from the body, instead of God. What happens to the body if it does not have communion with the divine nature, through the soul, is it turns towards external things. This is the birthing place for lust. When we seek material things in order to be satisfied, we end up seeing the material things of this world as the source of life, and we inevitably replace God with them. Our body which is meant as the temple of the Spirit becomes a rest stop for the works of the flesh. The charm of the human body, the many powers of communication which the body offers to human beings, are consumed and destroyed by love of pleasure. The body and with it the whole human person becomes wasted on unbridled lust. 

The resurrection of Christ, the Godman; the eternal Word; Is the Son taking up His own flesh. It’s God seeking after us by raising up his flesh from the dead. Saying to us, I am the almighty God, walk before me and be made perfect … perfection is referring to theosis, deification, through union with God.

The meaning of the Hebrew word for walk is to move towards; to lead, bring, lead away, carry, cause to walk, to exercise self in the sense of being caused to walk in a certain direction. In the ancient Hebrew it also speaks of a shepherd shepherding. 

God's own resurrection is him saying to mankind let your movement be towards me. It is the Shepherds staff … the Good Shepherd raised his flesh from the dead; that in the Fulness of his divinity being made manifest in his flesh; in his humanity; we can behold the beauty our souls are seeking; and our movements be shepherded towards him. In God's own resurrection the soul feels its worth … The image of the invisible God shows us the image we were made to be an image of. Saying to us this is what it is to be truly human; this is the image you were made to be an image of … the soul which was disoriented by not finding life in God; thus trying to find life through the body and the material world …. Our souls which were once subverted, now behold God resurrected in His flesh … God in his flesh rose from the grave, appealing to our senses, having been invisible, he becomes the creature; to appeal to the soul of the creature, by way of resurrecting his flesh, making an appeal to our senses, by showing us the divinity we are grasping after through the material world. Reorienting our center, so we can once again be made theocentric, and our movements be towards him, and not the creature; materialism 

Have you noticed how things we experience in our bodies; things that are experienced in the material world, have such a tremendous impact on our souls; our hearts; the innerman? - The Resurrected God 10/12/25

· Gen. 17:19-22 – Abraham - God said walk before me and be thou perfect…this is talking about the state He was created to exist in…not his actions. It speaks of Abraham being justified and appearing as the Father of many nations.  
God signified that his ability to appear as what I have called you is not of you and your ability, willpower, etc, but by His ability and his ability is called grace when he changed his name to Abraham, added the letter A.
What came first? Did God call Abe or was he persuaded? It’s His word that strengthens something to appear. The only way any of us can appear as son is if God spoke that word…otherwise where are we receiving our strength to become? Our belief doesn’t change God…he’s not then our workmanship…that would make us the God of God. In the day we change God’s belief about us we become God. That’s not how it works…he changes our beliefs.
Appearing as a son doesn’t speak of becoming something I am not. It means the life I’m experiencing is as it ought to be. 
Definition of Father in Greek – the originator and transmitter of anything…one who has infused his own spirit into others and who actuates and governs their minds. 
Part of his desire of being our Father is that he desires to have our thoughts born from His spirit…not that he controls us…doesn’t take away creativity and spontaneity. 
Us trying to have life without God is like a man trying to give birth without a woman. 
The way God brings us over to his kind of life is by influencing our thoughts with His thoughts. 
This isn’t a burden to God to bring forth His life in us. He desires to do this because he desires to be daddy. It makes him happy. - The Ability of God To Bring Forth His Life In You 7/19/15

Rest of Genesis
· Gen. 18:12 - Like a wife forsaken in her youth … when a woman is in her youth it's the time when she has children. In Gen 18 when Sarah hears she will be with child, she laughs and says shall I now have pleasure in my old age. When Sarah hears she will be with child she says she’s long past the time of having children.

Many times a woman can feel shame if she is unable to have children. The world’s wisdom says a woman’s value is in how many children she can have. Children are certainly a great blessing, but a woman’s value can never be defined by how many children she can have. Jesus says we aren't given in marriage in the glorified earth, and women are still there. 

Just as a woman might feel less than, or grieved in her spirit if she is unable to bear children to her husband. Mankind was grieved in our spirit. Not only were we not bearing the fruit of God's life, but another’s fruit was conceived in us. We were like a woman forsaken in her youth … when it was the time we should be bearing fruit unto life. The fruit of God’s life. We were bearing all our fruit unto death. We offered our bodies and our lives to the gods of this world. We felt ashamed and confused, thinking God rejected us. We saw the fruit of death manifesting in us. We saw God refusing our union to other gods, and we concluded God was ashamed to call us His own and abandoned us because He wanted a divorce. - N/A

· Gen. 22:8 - God added the letter to Abram’s name that meant grace. 
Walking before God is the work that Abraham did and walking before God meant continuing in the word that God declared about him. 
Satan wanted to have kids as well, but God won the fight. 
Your sufficiency to believe is not even from you. God convinced Abraham to believe. Abraham could have refused to believe. Same with us. We can refuse if we want. God influences your heart to a certain persuasion and the persuasion is called faith. We don’t try to have faith. All we do is continue in the word God has declared about us in Christ.
God does not desire for us to have the kind of life that Satan brings. When we continue in the word it brings forth God’s kind of life. 
John 8:39 – Jews talking to Jesus, they said Abraham was their father, Jesus said if Abe was your father you would do the same works, the work of Abraham was that he believed, they didn’t believe, therefore they were not from Abraham
Abraham was a doer of the word, not a hearer only. He was blessed in his deed when he became a father much later down the road. 
Gen 22 – Abe said God will provide himself a sacrifice. Same thing he did for us with Christ. 
The account of Abraham is a whole account. The totality is that Abraham is the father of many nations and God is the one who will bring it forth. You can’t take Gen 17 and Gen 22 separately. Have to look at them together. 
The author and finisher of your faith. Finisher means perfecter. Jesus is the perfecter of your faith. When you continue in the word, not when you do something is when your faith becomes perfect.
Coat example – your faith that the coat exists is imperfect if you don’t think it will keep you warm. If my faith that the coat exists is combined with my faith that it will keep me warm, then my faith will be made perfect. - Understanding the Word James Said Justified Abraham
· Gen. 22:8-19 - What is it that Abraham got right? What is his life trying to declare to us all? 

John 8:39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.
When Jesus says to the Pharisees if you were the seed of Abraham you would do the work of Abraham he isn't talking about offering Isaac. He isn't telling them they need to offer their child to God to be the seed of Abraham. Neither is he pointing them to perform carnal ordinances.

If we keep reading in John 8 Jesus goes on to define the work Abraham did on the Mount when he says Abraham saw his day and rejoiced. That’s the work of Abraham, he believed on the one God would send. This is Jesus that great prophet Moses said would come, looking into the oracles of God and interpreting what the scriptures say about Abraham and what happened on the Mount.

When the scriptures talk about performing a work or a deed it's talking about something that happens in the heart. Each person will perform a work or a deed in their heart. God has given to all people the measure of faith & we will either allow ourselves to be persuaded by the faith which is obedience or we will harden our hearts and refuse to be persuaded by the faith & that is what the scriptures call disobedience.

Gen 22:8 speaking of Abraham on the Mount says And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering. 

Hebrews 11:19 says Abraham was persuaded by faith that God could even raise the promised seed from the dead. 

On the Mount Abraham believed God would provide himself a lamb to liberate him from the deadness of his flesh. He was persuaded God would not allow Isaac to be overcome by death. He believed the power for Isaac to overcome death was contained in God providing a lamb. He believed God would preserve the promised seed from corruption and that would be his shield and his buckler and his exceeding great reward.

Genesis 22 says God tempted Abraham on the mount

If we read this according to the English meaning of the word it can sound as if it's saying God tested Abraham to see if he would obey His orders. But that’s not what the word tempted means there 

Here’s 2 definitions of the word translated tempted in ancient Hebrew ….. 

To grab hold of one to perform. [Hebrew and Aramaic] 

Respect: In the sense of lifting one up. 

Genesis 22 is saying … God grabbed ahold of Abraham on the mount to perform what He promised by lifting Abraham up and showing him to be the Father of many nations. 
Another meaning of the word for tempted or tried is to prove something. Which means you see something that already is and then you show it for what it really is. John 6:6 is a great example of …. And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do.

The account in Genesis 22 is God proving what he said about Abraham being the Father of many nations is true. God called Abraham the Father of many nations in Genesis 17. And Abraham didn’t look like the father of many nations when God said that. There was nothing but deadness in his flesh and in Sarah’s womb …. God proved what He said about Abraham was true on the mount by revealing the Faith that was in Abraham's heart. 

God wasn’t testing Abraham to see what Abraham would do or if he would listen. God already knew the Faith that was in Abraham's heart & he put it on display on the Mount, revealing Abraham to be the Father of many nations, by him being the Father of all them that would later believe on Jesus, whether Jews or Gentiles.

James says Abraham was justified by works on the mount, and then he describes the work that justified Abraham by saying as it is written Abraham believed God, which means Abraham was persuaded by God. (James 2:21-23)

Notice it doesn't say Abraham's faith was made perfect. What it says is faith was made perfect. The word faith there is a noun not a verb, and if you look at the word used for faith in verse 21 it’s not the same word used for believed in verse 23. It's two different words. The word translated believed in verse 23 is a verb and it means to be persuaded by something, and the word used for faith in verse 21 is a noun and it means the gospel truth itself.

James says seest thou how the gospel truth itself together with Abraham allowing himself to be persuaded, and because Abraham was persuaded faith was made perfect? Faith, that is the word of truth itself, was able to have its perfect work in Abraham, by making him the father of many nations, because He allowed himself to be persuaded.

Abraham was justified, not in the act of offering Isaac, he was justified because he allowed himself to be persuaded that God would not allow corruption to come upon the promised seed. He committed Isaac’s life into the hands of God. He was justified because he continued in the word that God would not allow the death in the world to overcome the promised seed. As Jesus says in John 8 Abraham saw my day and rejoiced. 

Not to disparage Abraham but Abraham was a forgetful hearer initially. He heard that God was his shield and his buckler and his exceedingly great reward. But he didn’t continue in that word, he tried to make himself fruitful through the strength of the flesh. He believed God existed but he wasn't fully persuaded by the faith. He didn't continue in the measure of faith God gave him as a gift. He didn't continue in the perfect law of liberty. When he thought of how he could be exceedingly fruitful he considered the life he had in himself instead of the life God has in Himself, and that's how he had Ishmael. That is faith without works.  

Now what happened to Abraham in between the time he fornicated with his own strength and had Ishmael, is he stopped considering the deadness in his flesh and the deadness in Sarah’s womb and he glorified God instead. He considered the strength of God's life to preserve the promised seed. That's the work that justified Abe on the mount. That is the work that caused Abe to be revealed as the Father of all those who would later believe on the promised seed.

The obedience of Abraham is he was obedient to the faith. As Paul says his apostleship was for obedience to the faith. To be obedient to the faith is that God has declared the faith to all people in Jesus and rather than refusing to be persuaded and hardening your heart. What happens is you allow your heart to be persuaded by the faith. Abraham’s obedience is he allowed his heart to be persuaded that God was his friend. He believed God would preserve the promised seed and bless him with life and immortality by raising Jesus from the dead never to be able to die again, and that persuaded him that God was his friend. -  Father Abraham 7/18/21

· Gen. 22:15-18 - Abraham’s faith did not become perfect when he tried to become the father of many nations through his own strength (Ishmael). It became perfect when he continued in the word God spoke to him. This is a type and a shadow of us having the fruit of the spirit in our lives. When did Abraham become the father of many nations? Not until Jesus ascended into heaven. That is when the spirit was poured out. He did not become the father of the gentiles until the ascension. When James talked about Abraham’s perfect faith, it was not of an outward action. His faith became perfected when he believed upon the strength of God to make Him the father of many nations. - Understanding the Word James Said Justified Abraham
· Gen. 45:1-15 - If you look at Joseph in the Old Testament. His brothers tried to kill him. They stripped him of his coat of many colors. They threw him in a pit. They sold him into slavery. Yet his life prospered in the midst of it all.

He became the head of Potiphar’s house. Then Potiphar’s wife lied and said he attacked her because he wouldn’t sleep with her, and he was wrongly thrown into prison. Yet Joseph's life still prospered and did not cease from its fruitfulness. He became the head of the prison. Joseph then gets out of prison and becomes the head of all of pharaoh's house and all of Egypt.

In all those things Joseph saw no matter what happened to him or where he found himself he would have beauty for ashes; the oil of joy for mourning; the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. The meditation of his heart was that his life was the planting of the Lord, and he would prosper in the midst of all things. 

Joseph is a testimony of the life we have in Christ. It doesn't demand faith from us, it supplies faith to us. It gives us eyes to see the life we have in Christ from the outside looking in so we can be persuaded our lives are prospering in all things. That no matter where we find ourselves. Even should we be surrounded by the dry and waste places, our lives are the planting of the Lord, and we will have beauty for ashes ... so the meditation of our hearts becomes the beauty instead of the ashes .... 

When we talk about the Old Testament Saints we shouldn’t be talking about their great ability to believe. We should be talking about what it is they saw, so our lives can be transformed by the same faith that transformed their lives. - N/A

Exodus

· Exodus 5:1 - The picture of Hebrews in bondage to the Egyptians is a picture of man being in bondage to sin. God didn’t say it was right for them to be in bondage and that they were getting what they deserved. It was not what they were created for. This is why God came through Moses and said let my people go and let them go to the promised land. - The Mercy Of God 6/14/15
· Exodus 5:5 – pharaoh said to Moses, make them rest of their burdens, this foreshadowed Jesus giving us rest from our burdens. The burden that has been placed on us is the burden of following laws and commands to be blessed from God. - What Does It Mean To Observe The Sabbath
· Exodus 5:6-20 - The ancient Hebrews in the exodus were in bondage through the fear of punishment. They were held captive to a life of labor and toiling, thinking if they didn't build a house for the pharaoh, he would punish them with death. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Exodus 6:6 – God speaking to Moses // He says He will deliver them…type of shadow of the burden of sin and we will know He’s our God by how He delivers us from the bondage of performing to be right with him . Any other law is not of God. This is the law of God, His grace. - Hebrews Bible Study
· Exodus 7:22 - God predestined Pharaoh to be conformed to the image of His Son. The image we see in Jesus, the firstborn from the dead. But Pharaoh despised the riches of God’s grace. He worshiped the creature instead of the creator. He changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts, and creeping things, storing up for himself wrath against the day of wrath. Storing up for himself the corruption that comes from worshiping the creature instead of the creator. Pharaoh was a vessel fitted for wrath. It’s not God that fitted Pharaoh for wrath against Pharaoh's will, rather pharaoh stored up for himself wrath against the day of wrath. God didn't give Pharaoh a reprobate mind against Pharaoh's will. God gave Pharaoh over to the reprobate mind that Pharaoh rejoiced in, just as Paul describes in Romans 1.

Concerning Pharaoh and whether God hardened Pharaoh's heart or not. In the Exodus account it says at least 5 times that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. In 1st Samuel 6:6 the prophet Samuel recounts the Exodus, and says the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their own hearts.

If you study Hebrew idioms, and the use of Hebrew verbs throughout the scriptures. You can find several instances where the Hebrew verbs express giving someone over to something they willed, and not a direct action from God. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Exodus 12:1-14 - In the exodus God provided a lamb to the Hebrews to cause the death that comes from the destroyer to pass over them, and to deliver them from the bondage of Pharaoh. And to everyone who discerned the body and blood of the lamb. To everyone who believed that God would deliver them from the destroyer and the bondage of pharaoh by the body and the blood of the lamb, they were led out of the captivity of Egypt, and Psalm 105:37 says there was not one who was weak or sickly or faint or cast down among them. - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· Exodus 12:3 - In the exodus God provided a lamb to the Hebrews to cause the death that comes from the destroyer to pass over them, and to deliver them from the bondage of Pharaoh. And to everyone who discerned the body and blood of the lamb. To everyone who believed that God would deliver them from the destroyer and the bondage of pharaoh by the body and the blood of the lamb, they were led out of the captivity of Egypt, and Psalm 105:37 says there was not one who was weak or sickly or faint or cast down among them.

God offered his own body to be broken for you. He didn’t do that to live in you rent free. He isn’t like a couch person (we had couch people when I was younger - people …..). God isn’t a couch person. He isn’t looking for a free ride. He comes to sup with you. He cleanses you from death, he cleanses your temple with his blood to make your body a home, so He can protect your house. He does all that so He can keep your house from the destroyer and cause the death that’s in the world to pass over you … example of three little pigs … so the big bad wolf can’t blow your house down …. - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· Exodus 12:12 - We were debtors to the flesh, thinking it was by the power contained in our flesh, and in the world, we could attain godlikeness. That was keeping us from an experiential knowledge of God. Exodus 12:12 says God judged the gods of Egypt. God judged the gods of this world on the cross. He made foolish the wisdom of the world. He pulled back the veil, and showed us the curse the gods of this world have to give in the body of Jesus’ death. Paul says cursed is every man who hangs on a tree. God was in Christ on the cross setting before us the cursing and death that comes from looking to the strength of the flesh to attain the promised life. 

God saw us trying to see Him manifested in our lives through the strength of corruptible things. God was in Christ on the cross. Dropping His doctrine. Issuing a decree. Showing us the power to attain to godliness isn't found in being strong in the world's eyes, or wise in the world's eyes, or noble in the world's eyes. Jesus was despised in the world’s eyes. He wasn’t the strong, or the wise, or the noble. Yet he saw God in his flesh by simply looking to the Father to do it. God was in Christ there setting before us blessing and life. 

God saved us from the gods of this world. He took the curse, and the plague, and the corruption the gods of this world were serving us with, into His body on the cross, condemning them inside of his flesh, removing the death that was reigning over us, and keeping us from our inheritance. That's the real exodus. 

God saw His people were enslaved by sin. He saw the heavy weight sin put on our shoulders. He saw us carrying the weight of trying to bring our lives forth from death. He saw our shoulders hunched over, and burdened with the crushing weight of trying to attain to godliness by the power of our dying bodies. He saw us crying day and night, longing for our inheritance. He saw us working our dying bodies trying to attain to the blessing of the first born. So He came in the likeness of sinful flesh. He was born of a woman, born under the law. He was from above, but clothed in an earthen vessel/perishable body. - N/A

· Exodus 12:12 - If we look at what happened with pharaoh and egypt.  

Yes, we can see God’s judgment in the account of the exodus. But, we say it as if God is the Father of the plagues that came upon Egypt, or that God was responsible for what happened to Egypt. We think of God like Popeye and we say God had all He could stands and He couldn't stands no more so this is what He did to Egypt. 

I say this all the time but Jesus is the express image of the Father and he has come to declare God. He has come to bring God out of the shadows of the carnal mind. He has come to interpret the judgment of God for us so we can see it for what it really is. 

Jesus is The Prophet. What was the judgment he came talking about? We are meant to discern the exodus through Christ.

If you notice Exodus 12 says God will execute judgment against the gods of Egypt. It doesn't say God came to condemn the Egyptians. It doesn't say God came to punish the Egyptians. It says God came to judge against the gods that Egypt looked to for life. 

In John 5:22 Jesus says the Father judges no one, and has committed all judgment into his hands. 

Then in John 12 Jesus says if anyone rejects him and doesn't believe his word about the way that is unto life, he doesn't judge them either. He says neither the father nor I am come to condemn the world for their sin. The world already stands condemned by their sin. We have come to save the world from their sin. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· Exodus 12:12 - Just as Exodus 12 says God judged against the gods of Egypt. Jesus judged against the gods of this world. The gods of this world are men who can serve themselves with life by the works of their own hands. Jesus came and judged that way is not the way unto life it's the way unto death.

So what did God's judgment look like in the exodus?

The people in Egypt were blind. They thought the way unto life was the works of their own hands. They thought the strength contained in their flesh was the meat that could give them life. 

God showed up and revealed the wage their own works were paying them was death. He told them the gods they made with their own hands, the gods they were looking to for life were paying them with death. He revealed the destruction their gods were serving them with. 

If you look at the ten plagues that came upon Egypt. Each plague coincided with one of the Egyptian gods. The reason is because the plagues were the fruit of the life their gods had to give them. 

If we look at the works of the flesh manifesting in people that is a form of the judgment of God. When we see the works of the flesh manifesting in someone we can say that’s the judgment of God.

Remember God is judge does not mean God condemns. A judge is someone who issues a decree or decides a matter. The book of judges is a picture of what it means for God to be judge. All the judges in the book of judges were there to decree to the children of Israel the way unto life so they could be saved from the way that was serving them with destruction.

God has judged that man cannot produce the fruit of the Spirit by their own strength. His word is that in the day someone tries to clothe upon themselves with the fruit of the spirit, the fruit that will come forth in them will not be the fruit of the spirit, it will be the works of the flesh. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· Exodus 12:16 - The letter to the Hebrews talks about not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, exhorting one another to love. It's talking about the holy convocation Leviticus and Exodus and other places talk about. If Jesus is the substance of everything we hoped for through the law, then the thought of why should we continue to gather can come up. Just because Jesus is the substance of what we were hoping for through the law. Don’t stop gathering together. Only let your gatherings be in remembrance of the work of God, and His lamb, so you can be put to rest by the revelation of His love for you. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Exodus 13:1 – what God did was, he implemented a festival to teach them that it was by the strength of God that they were brought out of Egypt, not their own strength. This is 7 chapters before the law was given. That was the law of God. Trust in His strength. But they didn’t want to, so they became lawless. Lawless means you trust in the strength of the flesh. So what does God do, he gives them the law. The same thing James did. He said ok, let’s see what that produces. The only thing that that law produces is death. He does this to purge them of this thought, not to get them to act right. - A Faith That Is Alive
· Exodus 13:17-22 - Good Friday is coming up. Good Friday is the day we remember the cross of our Lord. The law and the prophets, prophesied of the death of Jesus through many things, the exodus account, the Passover feast, the feast of unleavened bread. 

In the Old Testament there was an exodus. God came and grabbed the Hebrews by the hand and led them out of the bondage of Pharaoh. God provided a lamb to cause death to pass over them. God took the Hebrews to Himself as an inheritance, and He gave Himself to the Hebrews to be their inheritance. God wanted the children of Israel to always be awake to His righteousness towards them, so He gave them things to observe, like the passover feast and the feast of unleavened bread, to remind them it was by strength of His hand, they were led out of bondage, and not their own strength. 

The feasts and the rituals associated with the feasts were given as a form of worship. They were given not so much to perform, but for contemplation. The idea in performing the rituals was to keep God's faithfulness towards them, to be their provision for life, always before their face, as frontlets between their eyes, so the meditation of their heart was God with them, and they not become forgetful hearers. The feasts and the rituals were meant to be a tutor to the children of Israel, keeping their eyes fixed on God's faithfulness to serve them with life, circumcising their hearts from looking to the strength of the flesh. But, only until the promised seed would bring faith into the earth. - God Provided Himself a Lamb 3/24

· Exodus 13:17-22 - A different kind of Exodus happened at the cross. You can say the real exodus. One greater than Moses came to lead us out of bondage, and back to our inheritance. His name is Jesus. The apostle Paul says Christ is our passover sacrifice. Christ is God providing Himself to the world, as a lamb, to cause death to pass over us, and deliver us from the fear of death, that held us in bondage. We were not enslaved by pharaoh, we were enslaved by sin. Our birthright, our inheritance, which is the likeness of God’s immortality, was sold for one morsel of meat. Death was reigning over us, keeping us from our inheritance, keeping us from the blessing of the first born, making us debtors to the flesh. - God Provided Himself a Lamb 3/24

· Exodus 14:13 - The way you will see salvation from sin and death worked out in you is for the work God performed through His lamb to be lifted up in your sight. Just as Moses says in Exodus 14 when the Hebrews were desiring to be delivered from the bondage of pharaoh … stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. The Lord will do a work to serve you with His peace. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Exodus 16 - You can't have two fathers. You can't identify with the life that's been fathered by the world, and the life that's been Fathered by God in Christ. You will love one and hate the other. Whichever life you think is the treasure that can satisfy your desire for peace is where your heart will be. In the exodus, the Hebrews despised the manna. They loathed the life God has in Himself, because they loved the life they could gain from the world, and that caused them to lose their life. - The Way of Jesus - 11/27/22

· Exodus 16:28 – before God gave any law…God was saying how long will you refuse to obey my commandment…what was the law God was talking about? He just finished telling them to rest on Sunday…this is the law He was trying to get to them….to trust in Him not themselves. The law is not the devil…we rebel against the law but the law was always pointing towards the grace.- Hebrews Bible Study
· Exodus 19:1-20:21 - Jesus saw the law of Moses and didn’t say there is something for him to do but there was something for him to believe. The spirit of the law is that there is something for you to believe and that is declared in Christ.
We should be the same. Don’t look at the Bible for things to do. Read the Bible to find things we are to believe. - What is Perfect Faith
· Exodus 20:1-17 - Study the first 18 chapters of Exodus. God bringing them out of Egypt was a perfect picture of grace. The blood on the doors was in the form of a cross, etc. When you have the law working in your life, you become upset at other people who we think should be doing more. Mary and Martha story. One thing is needful. LEARN of me, you will find rest for your souls. 
God won’t try to overcome our strength. So the more we work, the more he rests. The law was given in Exodus, because he just gave them a perfect picture of grace and they still said we can earn it. He said ok, now let’s see what man can do. - Casting Out The Bondwoman 
· Exodus 20:20 - Moses says God doesn't want you to be afraid. He sees you are perishing. He sees the venom of the serpent has stung you with death and filled your hearts with the poison of asps. Don’t be afraid God sees the bite of the serpent has caused your fear to be before your own works. 

God has given you this law to tell you of the good work He will do to save you from the death in the world. So that when you see the beauty of what He will do you will be put to rest by the revelation of His goodness towards you.

Moses is telling the Israelites God has given you the law to put the beauty of the work He will do before your eyes. He has given you the law to tell you about the work He will do ........ so that when you see what He will do you will be so awestruck by His goodness towards you that all you will be able to do is stand still and gaze upon His work with wonder and amazement. 

Exodus 14 says fear not. Stand still and see the salvation the Lord will bring you. When you see the salvation God serves you with as a gift it will cause you to stand still.

Like with the parting of the Red Sea ....

God wanted the people to know Him as their God. He wanted the people to know it's His good pleasure to serve them with His life and save them from the evil in the world. God wanted the people to be intimate with the work He would do so they would know Him as their God. 

Moses says listen guys we are needing death to be conquered. We are in need of sin being removed from us as far as the east is from the west. We are in need of a life that is indestructible and can never end. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· Exodus 20:20 - When God gave the law to the Israelites, Exodus 20 says the reason God gave the law was to prove their heart. God wanted to show the Israelites and the world the reward contained in trusting in the strength of the flesh was death. God proved their heart. He took the wisdom they implemented to attain to the blessing of life and He tried it in their midst so they could see the wage that was contained in that belief was death. - The Reward is the Fullness of God Himself 5/9/21

· Exodus 20:20 - Moses speaking of the tablets of testimony, that is the law that was written by the finger of God, and given through the angels, because Moses couldn’t see the face of God and live, says fear not, God is come to prove you; that your fear might be before Him, and you do not sin/miss the mark. 

God says to the people through Moses … Do not be afraid I have given you this law that prophesies of my lamb; that prophesies of the lamb I will provide, & how my lamb will take away the death that’s in the world. The reason I’ve given you this law is so the death in the world would no longer be lifted up in your hearts, and you stand in awe of Me and my life instead. 

If you read in the scriptures about the Hebrews exodus from Egypt. Just as the scriptures in Luke and Matthew describe the hearts of people failing them. The hearts of the Hebrews were all the time failing them, and filled with iniquity because the distress they saw all around them was lifted up in their sight.

In the very same way before God sent Jesus He saw the world was standing in awe of the death and the corruption and the calamity in the world. He saw the death in the world was lifted up in our sight; that we were basically worshiping death; that all our steps were ordered by death; that every imagination of our hearts was filled with the corruption and distress we saw in the world. He saw that we loved the darkness. Meaning He saw we were captivated by the darkness in the earth. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Exodus 20:20 - The man Moses says in Exodus 20:20 God has given you this law so your fear would be before Him. The fear of the Lord does not mean to be afraid of Him. The fear of the Lord is for His strength to be exalted in your eyes on account of the love you see He has for you. When Moses says God gave you this law so your fear would be before Him, what He’s saying is God gave the law so your faith would be towards Him and not your own works. - Got Milk 4/10/22

· Exodus 21 - Saying Jesus’ righteousness came from the law of Moses is deeply problematic. Paul made it clear that the law of Moses can’t give life. 
The way we have been preaching the Gospel is that Jesus used his own ability to clothe himself. The glory of Jesus can’t fade away. Jesus was not clothed by His own ability. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Exodus 21 - The law in Hebrew means to teach and instruct. 
The only way the covenant could end is if the person who was part of the covenant dies. It wasn’t because somebody came and fulfilled it. It requires the death of somebody engaged in the covenant. The covenant ended with Jesus. 
Mankind was married to the tree of good and evil through Adam. We joined ourselves to the loose woman spoken of in Proverbs. The law of Moses was a picture of the covenant that man had thru Adam by life in the strength of the flesh. 
In that we died with Jesus our union to the thing that took our members captive died. 
The law of Moses prophesied of man’s death to their union to the flesh. It prophesied of how God would forgive man and end their union to the flesh. The law of Moses came and revealed what sin was, what it was like to try to have life through the strength of your own hands. 
The intent of the law of God is not to give a law to be followed but to come to teach and instruct our hearts thru what he has said and done in Jesus in order to bring forth trust towards God in the hearts of people with their lives and to circumcise our hearts from trusting in our own ability to produce good fruit for life. - How Jesus Set Us Free From The Law of Moses 8/9/15
· Exodus 21 - The law of God speaks of the teaching and instruction of God. It is not contained in a list of rules but truths. It does not come to set a burden on people, but to set people free from the burden of sin and death. The law of God is a good thing for us, it is liberating for us. It is not an order but the revelation of the heart of God for man expressed in Jesus. So we could then share the same heart. The law doesn’t come to instruct us about how to live our life. The father didn’t come to Jesus and give him an order to do no work. He came with a word that would persuade him to trust him and resulted in him doing no work to save his own life. - How Jesus Set Us Free From The Law of Moses 8/9/15
· Exodus 24:10 - Holiness is not defined by morality. God defines holiness as being full of grace. The ground that Moses was standing on when He received the law was blue sapphire ground. The reason God said it was holy was because it was grace ground. There is no room for your works in my grace. We live from the same platform as God does. He doesn’t say I must become holy, he feels I am holy. God is not looking to destroy your value and worth. He’s trying to show you what your value and worth really is. - Hebrews Bible Study
· Exodus 25:8-9 - Two weeks ago we talked about the high priest, and Jesus as the high priest. We looked at it from the perspective of sin and death having already entered into man and creation. But the idea of the high priest doesn’t begin with the fall of man. The idea of the high priest does not begin with the sin of the world. The idea for the high priest predates the creation of man. The idea of the high priest makes its first appearance when God says in Genesis let there be light. In Exodus God had Moses fashion the earthly tabernacle as a shadow of the heavenly things. Well God made the heavens and the earth at the beginning. There was a heavenly tabernacle prior to the sin of Adam. If there was a heavenly tabernacle there would need to also be a minister of that tabernacle. You can't have a temple without someone performing the ministry. The Father in heaven anointed the Son to be that minister when He said Let there be Light and the light appeared. 

The high priest is anointed by God to minister the things pertaining to Himself. The high priest is brought forth out of God to minister the passion in God's heart. Simply put we can say the high priest is an extension of God Himself, so God has an outlet to express Himself and be Himself, and accomplish His dream for His life with mankind. The high priest and the tabernacle are prophetic pictures of God's ministry to the world. They’re pointing to God ministering Himself to the world. We talk a lot about our ministry and this ministry and that ministry but what is God’s ministry? - Seeing The End From The Beginning 1/28/24

· Exodus 25:21 – talking about the mercy seat, sprinkling of blood on the mercy seat as our propitiation for sin, the place where man would experience fellowship with God. Only the high priest could do this. This was a type and shadow as Jesus as the propitiation of sin and how we are to fellowship with God. That’s why Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life. 
The mercy seat – Hebrew root, at its most base meaning, most accurate, to cover, purge, make reconciliation. The mercy seat speaks of God making reconciliation. 
The ministry of reconciliation is what God has done to reconcile man and the heart behind what He has done. When you can see the good opinion that God has of you, what happens is it causes your heart to be reconciled to him. It doesn’t mean God did something to tolerate man or like man again. It doesn’t speak of God being against man, now he can be for him. God has always been for man and He is the one who took the initiative to restore His fellowship with man by seating Jesus at His right hand.
The thing that needed to be reconciled was man coming back to God not God coming back to man
Conciliate – to gain or try to gain friendship with another. The mercy seat of god speaks of God trying to regain our friendship. 
God told the Israelites over and over again that sin was killing them and God finally let them go so they could see for themselves, He moved out of the way and let them have what they wanted. Just like the prodigal son. God let them loose to go try to have life in their own ability, so they could see that was killing them and that they don’t want that life. 
God is not holding us hostage to death. - Is Atonement the Punishment or Favor of God?
· Exodus 25:22 - It gives God the most pleasure when we stand before him conscious of our innocence. - God’s Way Of Doing Things
· Exodus 25:22 - If you look at the mercy seat depicted in the earthly tabernacle. The mercy seat is the place where the presence of God manifested. It’s the place you were immersed in the presence of God. The mercy seat was the gold lid placed on the Ark of the Covenant. The mercy seat was made of pure gold, while the ark was made of wood, and then overlaid in gold. Connect to picture of wood (mortal man) being inlaid with gold (divine nature -deification) Connect to picture of wood(human nature) being intertwined with gold (divine nature … There were two cherubim’s, winged angels, at both ends as a covering. The ark of the covenant and its mercy seat lid represented the throne of God. The mercy seat depicted the throne of grace the letter to the Hebrews talks about. It’s the place where you receive help in your time of need. 

The mercy seat was intimately involved with the Day of Atonement. The term mercy seat and Day of atonement come from the same Hebrew root, which means to cover. The mercy seat was the place of atonement, or the place where atonement was made. It’s the place where mankind was reconciled to the divine nature. It’s the place where communion with the divine nature took place. It’s the place where our mortality is covered in the divine nature. The day of atonement talks about the restoration of all things. Atonement always signified restoration not punishment. The mercy in God's eyes restores us from the weakness we are so easily beset with. The mercy in God's eyes draws us to him, to restore us from the sting of death that’s in the world. 

The ark of the covenant is the place mercy triumphs over judgment. It’s the place where your conscience is purged from the weakness and infirmity of dying flesh; it’s the place where your conscience is purged from the sin that so easily besets us; because it’s the place where your conscience is purged from the judgment that rises up against you because of the weakness and infirmity in your flesh. It’s the place where God condemns the power of sin in the flesh. 

The thing we want is to be restored from the weaknesses and infirmities that so easily beset our mortal bodies. Remember the Mercy Seat is the throne of grace. We come to the throne of grace. We see Jesus. We see his pierced hands; we see his pierced feet; we can put our hands in his side that was pierced; we see his humanity; we see he is intimately acquainted with our nature; we see He’s been fully touched with the weaknesses and infirmities that come from mortal flesh; himself having been pierced and nailed to a pole. But that’s not all we see. Just as the wood of the ark of the covenant is overlaid with gold; we see Jesus, and his human nature braided together with his divine nature. We see his mortal body which is the wood; overlaid with the gold, which is the deification of his flesh. We see Jesus, and we see mortality swallowed in life and that restores us from our weaknesses. It gives us intimacy with the divine nature; we commune with the divine nature. It covers upon the weakness of our mortal flesh with the grace of our Lord. What we want is for mortality to be completely swallowed up. We want our human nature to be grafted together with the divine nature, so our humanity can be preserved from everlasting to everlasting. We see Jesus, we see mortality completely swallowed of life; we see the deification of his flesh; our joy is made full in him …. That's why Jesus says in John 17 glorify me; so my joy; the joy that is set before me; that comforted me in my affliction, can be made full in us. 

Mercy seat is the place of covering. It’s the place we see our human nature overlaid in the divine nature. There are two cherubs covering/over the mercy seat. Ezekiel speaking of Satan before his fall says thou anointed cherub that covers. The reason the cherubs are there is because the mercy seat is the place we are covered. It’s the place the weakness that so easily besets us is clothed by the grace in God's hand. If we look at Adam after the fall, the weakness of his mortal body was covered upon by God's mercy. God was not ashamed to call Adam Son …. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgement 6/1/25

· Exodus 31:13 – my Sabbath you shall keep, a sign that you may know that I am the lord that sanctifies you. Sanctified means to be made holy, not to do holiness. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15
· Exodus 33: 12-13 - You can see the whole gospel in Exodus 33 & 34 Greg said. Moses found grace in God’s sight before He preached the gospel to him. - Who Is God?
· Exodus 34 1-9 – How we can know how God will deal with us even if we have some sin in our lives. - Peace For Sinners 12/5/15
· Exodus 34:1-9 – need to understand the background. Moses went up to God, communed with God and got the tablets of the covenant. While he was there the children of Israel gathered their gold, made a calf and started worshipping that. Then Moses smashed the stones because they had broken the covenant. When you study this out, the tables of the covenant were written on sapphire stone, which is a symbol of grace. It was not him telling them to do these things. It was Him saying I will be your strength. They were worshipping the works of their own hands though. 
We laugh at them worshipping the calf, but 99% of the churches nowadays are doing this. Most believe they are blessed by God if we are able to do the fruit of the spirit. - Peace For Sinners 12/5/15
Leviticus
Scripture Notes
· Leviticus 1-7 - 5 sacrifices are described in the book of Leviticus. All of them did different things. All we believe in is the sin offering. And we don’t even believe in the totality of that work. We think it may only be the sins before we got saved, etc. - Favor of God
· Leviticus 16:29 – another picture of convo and covenant between father and son…let us redeem man and make our life available to them…let us pour out our spirit…resisting the temptation to the ability you possess…in dying away man’s death I can raise you up and we can pour out our spirit on those who believe…this is a picture of the promise…what was going down between them about how Jesus could become the heir of the world…only way this could happen is if there was a human being who could be the heir of the world. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Leviticus 16:29 – you shall afflict your souls and do no work. The Torah was a conversation between the Father and the son. They are saying that something is killing man, then they say let us justify man. Then the Father says to the son if we can incarnate you, and you can resist sin, and you can rely on God and not His own works, then we can redeem man from sin and then I will exalt you to my right hand as the representative of mankind and mankind will be justified. And all who believe in this truth will find themselves justified. Jesus afflicted his soul and did no work to clothe himself. This is like the temptation he experienced in the wilderness. 
If Jesus never resisted sin then we wouldn’t have had the faith presented to us.- Is Atonement the Punishment or Favor of God?
· Leviticus 22:29 - In Leviticus there was a sacrifice of thanksgiving. It was an offering you gave to God, along with the peace offering. It was voluntary. It wasn’t required. It was offered as a response to seeing God's work to make you whole; to redeem you from sin and death, and serve you with his life. - The Sacrifice of Thanksgiving 12/1/24

· Leviticus 23:3 - says Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 

The sabbath is a holy convocation unto the Lord. A convocation is a gathering. A holy convocation unto the Lord is a gathering that is set apart unto the remembrance of the work of God. A sabbath of rest is where you are put to rest by your heart and your mind being filled with the work of God to serve you with His life. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Leviticus 23:5-34 – talks about the feasts, 4 of the 7 feasts have already been fulfilled - Truth About The Rapture
· Leviticus 25: 3-4 – the Sabbath – how will we eat if we don’t sow? , verse 20-21 – what about the seventh year? God – then I will command my blessing upon you and you will eat for 3 years. It sounds ridiculous to let the land rest, but when they did, everything was provided. - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· Leviticus 25:8-55 - The acceptable year of the Lord is talking about the year of Jubilee in Leviticus. It is a picture of everything that was stolen from us in the Fall being restored to us. That is what happened when Jesus died on the cross He made everything new, He ushered in the age of grace. God is making the final push to get people into the Kingdom right now. 
When people pronounce judgment they don’t understand this is the acceptable year of the Lord.
Do we find Jesus judging anybody? The people He came against the hardest were the Pharisees. 
Just tell people believe in Jesus, He shed his blood for you. The one sin that matters is not believing in Jesus. 
Nobody wants to hear judgment. You should feel like God just came and kissed you on the mouth when you leave church. - Was Hurricane Katrina The Judgment of God?
Numbers

· Numbers 11:7-9  - If you look at the manna in the Old Testament. It was a tithe. It was a tenth of the manna they gathered each day. An Omer of an ephah, which is a tenth. Numbers chapter 11 says the manna was beaten and bruised, before the Israelites would eat it. Jesus is the true manna that was beaten and bruised. The chastisement that serves us with peace, was upon Jesus on the cross. He gave his body to be broken, so in his body being broken, he could crush the head of the serpent that was biting us with death. Jesus’ body was broken at Golgotha, so he could be the true bread from heaven, that could serve us with life. - The Body of Christ 5/29/22

· Numbers 13:30-33 – let us go and possess it, others said they couldn’t, saw giants, they saw themselves as grasshoppers, /// they were looking at themselves…why do we say we can’t see the blessings of God? Same thing, we are looking at ourselves. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 9 

· Numbers 15:22 – and if ye have erred, then it shall be if ought be committed by ignorance a bull will be offered, according to the manner // then 27-29 – a sheep shall be brought by those who sinneth ignorantly// 30-31 – but the one who do so presumptively will be utterly cut off /// Greg said he interrupted the commandment wrong at first. What we have here in Numbers 15, the first verse is defining the command. Moses gave them a list of sacrifices they should perform when they enter into the promised land. The sacrifices are all foreshadowing what Jesus did on the cross. If you perform the sacrifice it is symbolic of you trusting in the sacrifice and not with your flesh. For us the commandment would be to believe on the life of Christ about the testimony of your life and the fact that he has been raised from the dead. We want to define the commandment. - God’s Determined Purpose
· Numbers 15:37 - God puts his law on our heart, yes, but let’s define what that law is. See Numbers 15:37 – the fringe of blue is representative of grace. God tells them in order for them to be reminded of His law put a blue fringe in their garment. Grace teaches you to trust in God’s strength not your own. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 20
· Numbers 15:38-39 – somebody goes and picks up sticks on the Sabbath…this is a type and shadow that teaches us that when we trust in our own strength it can only produce the fruit of death. - The Law God Puts On Our Hearts
· Numbers 21 – serpent on the pole, represented hanging Satan’s belief system on the pole, - Redemption
· Numbers 21:1-9 - In numbers everyone who looked on the bronze serpent that was hung on the pole was healed. Healed from what? They were healed from death.

Death stings our hearts with fear and takes our members captive to laboring to try and attain to life. This produces the works of the flesh in our bodies. It makes our flesh the kind of ground that produces thorns and thistles. It makes our flesh sick. - Healing For Our Flesh 10-20-19

· Numbers 21:4-9 - Moses is a type of Christ as well. He interceded for the people. God told him to raise a serpent on the pole. When the serpent was hanging on the pole it looked like sin and judgment hanging there. When we behold that, we will be made whole..- Fearing God 3/15/20
· Numbers 21:8-9 - Something Greg does, is when he sees something that mixes with what he has been taught he goes back and looks for the type and shadow in the O.T. There will always be a type and shadow. When he started thinking God wasn’t mad at him, God led him to Numbers 21. 
God told Moses to take the serpent which represented Satan and was made of bronze (which represented judgment) and hang it. Let them see I have judged this belief system. When we look at the cross we should see the belief system born from Satan nailed to the cross. 
At the cross, God is saying to us I see what is killing you, now let me incarnate myself into human flesh so I can kill the thing that is killing you. The thing that was killing us is a belief system that we can earn our own glory and honor. 
Not let me kill you, let me kill that. We were in bondage to death, now death can no longer reign over you. 
If a child has a disease, do you hate the child or hate the disease that is killing them? When Jesus died on the cross, God was killing the thing that was killing us. What was killing us? Sin. Jesus became sin on the cross. What is sin? Unbelief. What is Biblical unbelief? Rejecting the glory and honor that God has given you and saying you will earn your own glory and honor. When you look at the cross, you should see a belief system that leads to death nailed to the cross. 
We wonder why we are confused…we take the greatest manifestation of His love and look at it as anger. - Why Did Jesus Have To Die? April 2013
Deuteronomy

· Deut. 5:33  - Deuteronomy talks about walking in the statutes and judgments of God. That’s what it means to walk in the statutes and judgments of God. God has revealed Himself to be perfect towards you. He has revealed Himself to be as he ought to be as your shield and your buckler. He has revealed that He is as He ought to be as the one who can give your life the care it needs. He revealed Himself to be righteous as the one who will make you exceedingly fruitful. The statutes and judgments of God declare His righteousness towards you, and the way you walk in His statutes and judgments is by crying out Abba, and looking to the strength in His hand to serve you with life.

This is the point of the commandment, this is the end of the commandment, that your heart cry out Abba …. The commandment is the revelation of the Father, and you walk in the commandment by continuing in …. The Father is the one true God. He shows Himself to be the one true God by providing Himself a lamb and conquering sin and death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. He does that so you have one God the Lord Your God. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· Deut 6: 4-9 - Walking with God happens in a certain way. Sheema Sheema, the Jews have this saying. They recite this prayer all the time. This comes from the Bible. Sheema means hear and keep on hearing. They base this on a few different verses – Deut 6: 4-9 – one lord – you don’t worship another lord, basically says take this word and write it everywhere, so everywhere you go you would be confronted with this word. - Walking in the Cool of the day
· Deut. 6:4-15 - Deuteronomy actually means the words, or the logic of the law. The book of Deuteronomy translates to the logic contained in the law. John said Jesus is the word or the logos made flesh. Jesus is the word or the logos that is contained in the law. Jesus is the logic contained in the law made flesh. Jesus is the logic that was contained in Deuteronomy in the flesh. 

A lawgiver isn’t someone who gives you rules to follow, it's someone who teaches you the way unto eternal life. It's someone who teaches and instructs you about the way to inherit the kingdom of heaven in your physical body and in the earth. - My Doctrine Shall Drop As The Rain 5/17/20

· Deut. 6:4-15 - The righteousness of the law is to enter God’s rest. It’s for your flesh to be put to rest on account of beholding the work of God. It's for your faith to be towards God. Deuteronomy is summed up in the saying you will have one God the Lord Your God. God condemned death in the flesh so we can see He is with us to give our lives the care they need; so we would have one God the Lord our God. He wanted us to see He loves us with all His heart, and is with us to give us the peace and comfort we need, so our hearts would cry out Abba.

When you see God with you, in the person of Jesus, slaying the giant of death that held you in captivity. You’ll no longer be enslaved by sin. You’ll come under the power of God’s righteousness towards you; you’ll be enslaved by God’s righteousness towards you. You’ll live all your days in this world knowing the Father is with you in good times and bad, stretching forth His hand towards you to give you the comfort and peace and love you need. You’ll live all your days walking in the good work of God, knowing you are His workmanship, and He has taken it upon Himself to bright forth His life in you. - Times of Refreshing From the Presence of the Father 10/9/22

· Deut. 6:8 - In the book of Deuteronomy Moses gives instructions to the children of Israel on how to keep their hearts from unbelief. He tells the children of Israel to take the words of the law and bind those words on their arms so those words will be as frontlets between their eyes. Contrary to what our traditions say this law did not speak of the works the Israelites must do to inherit blessing and life. It spoke of the work of God to serve them with blessing and life, that's why it's called the promised land, and an inheritance. The only way something can be called a promise and an inheritance is if you are going to reap where someone else has done a work.

God had Moses tell the Israelites to bind the words of His work on their arm so those words would be always before their eyes. It was all about setting the Israelites eye on the works of God to deliver them from the bondage of Egypt by the strength in his hand, so their hearts could be kept from unbelief and from looking to the works of their own hands. - Help For Unbelief 8/15/21

· Deut. 6:13 - Jesus interpreted the fear of the Lord as worshiping God in Matthew 4:10 when he interpreted Deuteronomy 6:13 as saying “thou shalt worship the Lord thy God. 

How does a person worship God? 

In Acts 17 Paul said You don’t worship God by what you can do for Him, or by your outward actions. So what does it mean to worship God? 

Worshiping God is for your heart to esteem Him as your Father on account of what He has done to care for your life. It means to have reverence towards God and to adore Him as your Father. 

The word reverence is a poetical title for a Father. The way you revere someone as your Father is to be persuaded of their love for you by way of seeing what they have done to care for your life.

When your sight is fixed on the work God has done in Christ to build you a life inside of human flesh that is indestructible it will cause you to revere God as your Father. It will cause you to revere God as the one who cares for your life. That is what it means to fear God. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· Deut. 28:6-10 - Your path is your walk. Solomon is saying wherever you are, whatever it is you are doing, acknowledge the Lord. Remember He is with you. Let your intimacy be with Him and His life. Fear the Lord, meaning set your eyes on God and His life, and He shall direct your paths. Acknowledge God and His life and the strength of His life as your provision, and it will be health for your navel, and marrow for your bones. It will be as a barn filled with plenty and wine presses bursting forth with new wine. Meaning your path will be filled with God's life and His grace and His strength and the fruit of His life. You’ll be blessed going in and blessed going out as it says in Deuteronomy 28. Meaning wherever you go; whatever you do, the grace of God will be the power behind your life.  - The Excellency Is of God 1/29/23

· Deut 30:6 – God will circumcise our hearts, this was a picture, when you were circumcised it pictured the works of your flesh being cut off from you. - Obedience In The New Covenant
· Deu 30:6 - Observing the statutes and judgment in the law were supposed to be like date night. They were supposed to be a relationship selfie, a memento of their courtship with God. Where they gathered together with God, reminiscing about their lives together ….. Deuteronomy 30 tells us the statutes and judgments were meant to keep them looking to God as their husband. They were meant to keep them in the love of God so they wouldn't offer their bodies to other gods. The words of the law were meant to circumcise their hearts; to keep their hands clean; to keep them from looking for love in all the wrong places. To remind them how God grabbed them by the hand, betrothing Himself to them, leading them into the promised land. Providing a lamb to bring forth their life from the death in Egypt. Parting the Red Sea; bringing forth water from the rock when they were thirsty; making the bitter waters sweet so they could drink it; pouring out His life for them, giving them Manna from heaven. Making His home with them, leading them by cloud in the day, and by fire at night. Giving them a land that flowed with milk and honey. A land with homes they didn't make, buildings they didn't build, and vineyards they didn't plant.

But, they weren’t doers of the word. They didn’t do the work of looking into the wondrous works of God. And because they didn't consider the wondrous works of God, they forgot the Lord their God; they left their first love … they didn't look to the word of their deliverance from Egypt …. And because of that they began to hear the song “what have you done for me lately” playing in their hearts. If you aren’t mindful of the love wherewith God has loved you, then you will have the opportunity to leave your first love.

Fast forward to you and I …. We don't have statutes and judgments, we have Jesus. Jesus is our relationship selfie with God. Hebrews 6 tells us the statutes and judgments in the law were an introduction to the doctrine that would later be revealed in Christ. Jesus is the rock the water flowed from. His cross is the wood that made the bitter water sweet. He’s the manna from heaven. He’s the lamb that caused death to pass over the Hebrews in Egypt …. Our life with God does not consist of observing statutes and judgments, or days or moons, or feasts. Our lives consist of looking to Jesus the author and perfecter of faith.

There’s a word; that will keep you from leaving your first love. There’s a faith that will keep you from presenting your body to another god. There's a faith that will keep your hands clean; that will keep you from fornicating with the world and the strength in your hand. There's a faith that will keep you from going a whoring after other gods. There's a faith that will keep you in the love of God. Where the newness never wears off. 

The faith revealed in Jesus continuously reminds us of the love of God. We see Jesus, and we see the work of God. We see Jesus. We consider Jesus, and we see God providing Himself as the lamb. - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· Deut. 30:19 - He sets before us the fruit of our belief from Adam in the Garden, then sets forth His belief. It’s a perfect representation of Deut. 30:19 – I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing, // this is fulfilled in the life and death of Jesus. This is God prophesying to Moses about what will happen in the future. I will set before you two different kinds of belief systems. So you can see two belief systems and their results. Therefore choose life, that you are your seed may live. 
How can anybody miss these two belief systems and pick death? One reason is we are not preaching the gospel right. We preach law. Another reason is it’s not an intellectual choice we make, God is so faithful to us that He does not just leave it up to us, the preaching of the gospel is the exhortation of God to choose life. He is constantly romancing us. 
You can’t choose life with your head, it has to develop in your heart. He wants to reveal Himself to you, who He really is. That will bring forth the belief that will cause you to trust in His strength. He shows us what He has spoken about us in Christ, that is how He reveals Himself to us. - The Faithfulness of God Towards Man
· Deut. 31:9-13 - It's an interesting use of words John uses in chapter 1 of his gospel, when he says the word was made flesh. If you look at the book of Deuteronomy, the meaning of the word Deuteronomy, means the word of the law. It talks about the word contained in the law. Jesus is the revelation of the word contained in the law. The law is the beginning of the doctrine that is Christ. It's an introduction to the doctrine that would later be revealed in Christ. 

The law was given because of transgression. It was given to reveal what sin is, and that sin was serving people with death. Paul says he would not have known sin except the law says thou shalt not covet. - The Tablets of Testimony 11/10/24

· Deut. 31:9-13 - All of these things make up the statutes and judgments God gave the people to observe in the book of Deuteronomy. For judgment all of these events were recorded for the people. Not judgment in the sense of condemnation, but in the sense of issuing a decree. All of those things paint a picture of God. They declare God. They give a testimony of God's goodness and His strength. They declare a word about God and His righteousness towards sinners, to be with them, to serve them with His life. - Jesus the Same Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow 11/17/24

· Deut. 32:13 -  describes God as the Rock, and talks about Israel being made to suck honey out of the rock. God is the rock. The honey from the rock is talking about the life God has in Himself. - Equipping Your Kids To Live In The World Without Being Conformed To The World 3/26/23

· Deut 32:43 - The Hebrew word for kinsman redeemer is Goel. One of the names used to describe God in the law and the prophets is Jehovah Goel or The Lord our Redeemer, and Goel is translated as kinsman redeemer. If God; the self-existent one, is the redeemer of mankind, then by definition God has got to be our kinsman redeemer. 

The kinsman-redeemer is a male relative who, according to various laws of the Pentateuch(1st five books of the Bible), had the privilege or responsibility to act on behalf of a relative who was in trouble, danger, or need. The Hebrew term (go el) for kinsman-redeemer designates one who delivers or rescues or redeems property or a person. The Ancient Hebrew Meaning of Redeem: To restore one to his original position or avenge his death. In the participle form this verb means avenger as it is the role of the nearest relative to redeem one in slavery or avenge their murder. [freq. 104] (vf: Paal, Niphal) |kjv: redeem, redeemer, kinsman, revenger, avenger, ransom, deliver, kinfolks, kinsmans, part, purchase, stain, wise. 

Notice the ancient Hebrew definition is to restore someone to their original position or to avenge their death. It means to rescue or deliver someone from slavery; to ransom them; to be the avenger of your kinsman; your closest living relative. The way you would rescue or restore them is by avenging the death of your loved one. 

Interestingly enough the term "Avenger of Blood" (Hebrew: םָדַּה לֵאֹגּ, go'el ha-dam) appears in several passages, most notably in the books of Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua. The Avenger of Blood was typically the nearest male relative of a person who had been killed, and his duty was to ensure that justice was served by pursuing the killer. The idea is the next of kin would avenge the blood of their relative by effecting the payment of life for life.

The avenger of blood is a picture of the kinsman redeemer. It fills out the picture of what the kinsman redeemer is all about. The point of the avenger of blood is to deliver; rescue; and restore your kinsman to their original position. Their original position is they were living. The only way to avenge the death of your loved one is for them to be restored to life.

The prescription for redeeming your loved one from their murder was a life for a life. I want everyone to think about this. Can taking the life of the person who murdered your relative bring your loved one back to life? Of course not. An eye for an eye isn't justice. If I take the eye of the person who plucked my eye out. Can that restore my eye? Can it give me back my eye? Of course not. - The Avenger of Blood 2/2/25

Joshua

· Jos. 1:8 – meditate on the book of the law day and night /// what is the word law, it means torah, it does not mean rules and regulations, it means the word of god, the logas of God. The root word means the arrow pointed at the mark, what is the mark, the quality of life that God said was ours. They missed the mark, Adam and Eve when they tried to earn it. 
This belief system from God shall not depart from your mouth, you shall meditate on it day and night. 
Meditation is something that happens naturally when you hear the truth. 
Take the logic of God about who you are and let that not depart from your mouth and then you shall have success. Take what God has spoken to you and place it in your heart and let that be the thing that your imagination is captivated by. - How The Gospel Works
· Jos. 1:8 - Joshua says those who meditate on the judgments declared about God in the book of the law(Deuteronomy) shall be prosperous, and have great success.

Joshua could have just as easily said walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Joshua is saying God is the vine and you are the branch. Apart from God you can do nothing. If you abide in the word of God’s goodness. If you meditate day and night on the strength in God’s hand. If you continue to behold the word of God’s goodness towards you. If you're not forgetful hearers, forgetting it’s by the strength of God's hand you have this good land. If you keep the testimony of God’s work and His strength to serve you with life, as frontlets between your eyes. Then you will have good success …. Faith will be born in your heart towards God. Paul says faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word that declares God. If you hearken diligently to the word of God's goodness, your heart will be circumcised from making flesh your arm. You’ll have one God, the lord your God. You won’t have any other gods. You’ll walk in the good work of God, and that will put your flesh to rest, it will cause you to love your neighbor. You won’t steal, kill, or destroy. You won’t covet your neighbor's things. You’ll be blessed going in and going out, instead of being cursed …. Neither you or your children will perish from off the land. - Jesus the Same Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow 11/17/24

· Jos 1:8 - This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 

The book of the law is the book of Deuteronomy. The book Joshua comes immediately after Deuteronomy in the scriptures. When Joshua says this book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; but you shall meditate therein day and night. He’s not talking about the carnal ordinances or the works of the law. He’s talking about the works of God in leading them out of Egypt, and leading them into the promised land. - Jesus the Same Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow 11/17/24

· Jos. 20 – all about Christ…we would have a mighty comfort….the six cities of refuge….look up the meanings behind the names of the cities of refuge. - N/A
· Jos. 24:13 - When Joshua entered the promised land it was a type and shadow of the rest we would have, not the fulfillment. David talked about that rest. David wouldn’t have been talking about a rest that could be entered if that was the fulfillment of it. This is in Psalm 95. If you hear the word, don’t harden your hearts.
Josh. 24:13 – you planted not these things// He’s given them a land they did not work for. He’s given us now a position as sons and daughters we did not work for. //talking about the promised land. We want to understand this because when we know what is going on here then you should know what lines up with up and can expose false teaching. 
You don’t labor. The cities are built. The vineyards are planted. Eat from the seed that you never sowed. We reap where we don’t sow as believers because Jesus is the one who sowed. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 8 
Judges

· Jdgs 1:1 - Remember God is judge does not mean God condemns. A judge is someone who issues a decree or decides a matter. The book of judges is a picture of what it means for God to be judge. All the judges in the book of judges were there to decree to the children of Israel the way unto life so they could be saved from the way that was serving them with destruction.

God has judged that man cannot produce the fruit of the Spirit by their own strength. His word is that in the day someone tries to clothe upon themselves with the fruit of the spirit, the fruit that will come forth in them will not be the fruit of the spirit, it will be the works of the flesh.

If we see the works of the flesh manifesting in someone we can see what God said about trusting in the strength of the flesh right before our eyes. We can say that it's the judgment of God. Now does that mean that God’s the one who brought forth the murder and the hatred and the envying and the adultery and the fornication and the drunkenness? Certainly Not. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· Jdgs 1:1 - The book of Judges is one of the first books in the Old Testament scriptures. It comes only after the first 5 Books of Moses and the book of Joshua. Historically speaking it consists of the time after Joshua and Caleb led the children of Israel into the promised land, and the time prior to Israel asking God for a king. 

The ancient Hebrew idea of a judge was someone who came in the name of God to establish a righteous life for the people to partake of. They would establish the rulership of an abundant life over the people, where the government consisted of the people being served with the abundance of God's life free from their works. 

The judge would discern God's righteousness towards the people to be their God; to provide for the people a righteous life through the strength contained in His hand; where the only thing there is for the people to do is partake of the life God has provided them with.

The judge would make God known to the people. They would reveal God in the midst of the people to be a Father to their lives; to be the God they needed for their lives to prosper, so that in the people seeing God with them, caring for their lives, they would see themselves as a people, that was not in need of being a god to their own lives. 

The purpose of raising up a judge was that in the people knowing God's righteousness towards them, they would be His people, because they have seen Him be their God. - I Will Be Their God & They Will Be My People 11/22/20

· Jdgs 2:11-19 - The book of judges has a common theme of people turning from idolatry to God and then back to idolatry again. We do the same thing today.
Saying our works can save us is just like rubbing Buddha’s belly…you’d think that’s crazy. Same thing. Make the connection. It will set you free. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
· Jdgs 3:7-11 - All the Old Testament judges are pointing to Jesus. The book of judges points to God coming in the person of Jesus as Judge. Not in the condemning sense but in the likeness of a deliverer. In the likeness of one who will manifest salvation in the midst of the world.

The first judge mentioned is Othniel. His name means lion of God. Ehud means sharp; Shamgar means sword. Jesus is sharper than a two edged sword capable of dividing asunder that which is Spirit from that which is carnal. - I Will Be Their God & They Will Be My People 11/22/20

· Jdgs 3:9 - In the same way John says God didn’t send Jesus into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world from the condemnation of death they were already standing in. God didn’t raise up judges to condemn people. He raised up judges to deliver the people from the condemnation they were already standing in. 

The Book of Judges says the Lord raised up a deliverer repeatedly ....

Deliverer is Hebrew-Yasha means savior. It's the same root used in the name of Jesus.

God raised up judges not to condemn people but to be a deliverer that brought forth salvation. The point of the judge was to manifest salvation in the midst of the people so they could be delivered from what was oppressing them.

The way it would go down is the people would go a whoring after other gods. They would commit adultery on God. Their works were lifted up in their hearts. They thought highly of the ability they had in their own hand to gather peace and love and joy to themselves. They fornicated with the strength contained in their flesh. They were intimate with their own works, and through their intimacy with their own works, the fruit that was born of their fornication was death and destruction. Their fornication with their own works was stealing from them, and killing them, and destroying them.

God would see the people being oppressed by the thief and the thief’s system. He would raise up a judge to make Him known to the people. He would raise up a judge to manifest His salvation in the midst of the people, so through that, the people can see God is in their midst to be their God, and their works that were lifted up in their hearts, and serving them with destruction, could be cast down.

If you look at Gideon. Gideon climbed into the high places and kicked over the idols. The idols in the high places is talking about people being lifted up in their own hearts; thinking the strength contained in their hand is the power unto a righteous life. - I Will Be Their God & They Will Be My People 11/22/20

· Jdgs 4-5 - In the OT in the book of judges one of the judges of Israel was a woman named Deborah. She was a prophetess of the God of the Israelites, the fourth Judge of pre-monarchic Israel and the wife of Lapidoth. 

A judge of Israel would have been over all of Israel as the one connected with the Spirit of God to lead the people away from sin and towards God. The Holy Spirit would come upon them and they would establish a righteous life for the people. - Saved By Childbirth 5/12/24

· Jdgs Ch 6-7 – expounding on Gideon, a lot of typology here. 
Hollywood derived the movie 300 from the story of Gideon. He’s got 300 guys and defeats an army of 35K approx..
The children of Israel were being oppressed by Mideon. Said you can preach the whole gospel through this story fyi.
The evil being talked about is the worshipping of Balaam, not drinking, etc. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
· Jdgs 6:11-24 - The angel of the Lord was a manifestation of Jesus in the story of Gideon. The oak he sat by is an interesting oak. Oak in the Bible is a picture of God’s strength. God’s strength is grace. This is the same oak that Abraham went to when God initiated his covenant of grace with him. The same oak that Jacob took all the idols and buried them under the oak. What Jacob was doing was saying they are repented of the works of their own hands and turning to God. The same oak that in Josh 24:7, Joshua told the children of Israel, will they serve the works of their hands or God. 
Gideon was the fifth judge in the book of judges. The fifth letter in the Hebrew alphabet is hey, the letter for grace. The reason why Gideon was chosen was because it was representing grace. The angel of the Lord never appeared to any of the other judges. Gideon’s tribe was the least. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
· Gideon (Judges 6-8)

· Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
The temptation common to man is to try to find our identity through what we see in our flesh. All the things we think our temptation are merely the results of linking ourselves to our identity in the flesh.
Luke 24 – road to Emmaus – couple disciples become disheartened…they didn’t know what to think about him being crucified…he could’ve just told them He was Jesus but what He did was expounded on the things concerning Him in scripture. There was no NT then. He began with Moses. 
We can walk on the road to Emmaus anytime we want. We have Christ in us. 
Judges Ch 6-7 – expounding on Gideon, a lot of typology here. 
Hollywood derived the movie 300 from the story of Gideon. He’s got 300 guys and defeats an army of 35K approx..
The children of Israel were being oppressed by Mideon. You can preach the whole gospel through this story fyi.
The evil being talked about is the worshipping of Balaam, not drinking, etc. 
The law tells ppl one person is better than the other because they obeyed better…i.e. Cain and Abel
Philippians 3 – he’s warning them to stay away from a certain type of ppl, those whose god is what they do thru their flesh.
If you think you can become complete by the work of your own hands, then your works are your god. Their shame is in their works if they believe that.
People in Gideon times, they were worshipping the works of their own hands.
Israel represents the church here. In our day, it would be like us thinking our efforts can make us acceptable to God.
The book of judges has a common theme of ppl turning from idolatry to God and then back to idolatry again. We do the same thing today.
Saying our works can save us is just like rubbing Buddha’s belly…you’d think that’s crazy. Same thing. Make the connection. It will set you free. 
Mideon means strife in Gideon. 
Talked about being double minded like what James said James 3:16, compared it to the publican and other guy example, he was saying thank you I’m not like this guy…
We keep running up to the law and eating from it despite the fact it has rotten fruit. Definition of insanity.
The purpose of the law served its purpose to the Israelites in the Gideon story. It worked repentance. 
2 Cor 3 – Paul calls the law the ministration of death. It can’t minister life to you, only death.
If you bit a rotten apple, will you keep coming back to it? No. You won’t even swallow the first bite. The law was never given to give life.
Malachai 1 – ch 3 was prophesying about John the Baptist
Gideon – god was going to send them a prophet to help them
Isaiah 40:3 – also talking about John the Baptist, this is the one who would make straight the paths of Jesus coming. How? He preached repentance from following a system of works to get right with God. 
Start relating to God the way He relates to you. He thinks you’re acceptable, if you don’t think you are it’s going to create a problem. 
The main thing people come against grace preachers with is that they should preach more repentance. Every message he preaches is about turning away from the works of your own hands (law) and turn toward God. That is the NT ministry. That is what will remove the obstacle from people. 
Matt 4:10 – Jesus quotes OT scripture in Deut 6:13 – thou shalt fear the Lord your God….Jesus is quoted the same scripture – thou shalt worship the Lord your God. Jesus says you shouldn’t fear God but worship God. You worship God by believing what He believes. 
The angel of the Lord was a manifestation of Jesus in the story of Gideon. The oak he sat by is an interesting oak. He sat under the oak, not an oak. Oak in the Bible is a picture of God’s strength. God’s strength is grace. This is the same oak that Abe went to when God initiated his covenant of grace with him. The same oak that Jacob took all the idols and buried them under the oak. What Jacob was doing was saying they are repented of the works of their own hands and turning to God. The same oak that in Josh 24:7, Joshua told the children of Israel, will they serve the works of their hands or God. 
Gideon was the fifth judge in the book of judges. The fifth letter in the Hebrew alphabet is hey, the letter for grace. The reason why Gideon was chosen was because it was representing grace. The angel of the Lord never appeared to any of the other judges. Gideon’s tribe was the least. 
2 Cor 12:9 – Jesus talking to Paul, my grace is sufficient for thee, Paul was praying about people messing with his ministry, thorn in the flesh, my strength is made perfect in weakness. Jesus was telling Paul my strength is made perfect in you when you are weak. Jesus was telling Gideon my strength is sufficient for you because when you are weak is when I can work. Gideon was humbling himself and saying he was weak. Gideon was saying maybe you want to get somebody like Goliath. God was saying I can’t do anything with somebody like that.  
· The Lord Is With You (Gideon Series)
When it says the lord is with you, the angel of the lord is Jesus and he’s saying he’s with you, you are no longer far away from God. 
God has come near to you, it’s not that you are trying to get close to God. Stop and let him run into you. He is pursuing you.
God could have lived anywhere? Where did He choose to dwell? In us. Home is where the heart is. His heart is with us. Home is where you lay your head to rest. God couldn’t rest until he was able to live with us, He wasn’t satisfied otherwise. 
God has found His rest in mankind. We find our rest in Him. Beautiful thing. 
It pleased God to be man, it wasn’t like we should say poor Jesus that He had to do that. He is not embarrassed of us. He’s not ashamed to call us His dwelling place. It was his good pleasure to do so. 
God doesn’t want to sit on your couch and not pay rent (in the context of making you His dwelling place). He doesn’t want to mooch off of you and make things hard for you. 
We usually don’t want to hear about how the cross brought blessings to us, we want to know what we can do to get the blessings.
The law will steal your identity from you. God restored Gideon’s identity when he called him a mighty man of valor. 
Do you think if they believed they were the children of God that they would’ve let the Mideonites oppress them? No.
One of the meanings of Gideon’s name is warrior. 
All of creation is groaning for us to find who we really are, that we are innocent.
It’s blasphemy to say we are unworthy. 
The reason people don’t believe is because they aren’t hearing the gospel.
What man calls balance God calls adultery. Mixture is adultery. That’s cheating on God.
Someone trying to commend you to a gospel of works righteousness is like a pimp trying to prostitute you out to another husband. Just say you are married to God. Don’t pimp me out to some idol. 
God will never forsake us. That word never is umay, double negative, used to strengthen the negation. By no means is it possible. He would have to forsake himself to forsake you. 
Go in this thou might…in that grace and that will deliver them from the hand of the midianites. 
That’s the gospel in Gideon’s story. He was identifying himself in what was happening to him then God came in with a different belief. 
· Perfect Love Cast Out Fear (Gideon Series)
Reason we come to church: fellowship and hear about how good God is so we can be persuaded. 
Demonstrating how to read the OT in light of the NT.
The NT is the OT revealed. It’s telling us the same things. 
It causes your heart to burn when you see Jesus in the OT, just like the disciples on the road to Emmaus.
The feast of the unleavened bread – Gideon gave the unleavened bread as part of his offering to God. Not mixing law and grace. God implemented this feast so we would not mix them up. 
Moses called unleavened bread the bread affliction. Did that because it afflicts man to think they don’t need to do anything to get something. It afflicts your soul to think you don’t have to do any work.
Gideon had a problem being persuaded that he had found grace. He also didn’t know if the person talking to him was the Lord. Gideon sets out to bring an offering. 
Isaiah 63:9 – Jesus manifested himself often in the OT. He often looked like a man when He did it. 
Fire consumes the offering and so he knows straight away he has been talking with the Lord. 
Gideon was operating in a sin consciousness once he knew he was in the presence of the lord. People were usually struck down in OT when they came in presence of the lord. 
We’ve created an image of God like he’s the most valuable player on the devil’s team. The reason we  do this is because we are sin conscious. 
The gospel was given to bring us peace, it brings us peace by purging our conscience of our sins. If you’re not hearing a gospel purging you of your sins then you are not hearing the gospel.
Stupid things happen in life. For example in football, somebody might pick up a fumble and run the wrong way. We call that the most valuable player on the other team for us. We’ve turned God into the most valuable 
If the cross was good enough to clear God’s consciousness then it should be good enough to clear our conscience as well.
God gave us the ability to reason. He wants us to use our reasoning so that we can understand who He is through the gospel. He doesn’t just want us to have blind faith, He wants you to know the truth.
The root of why you don’t have peace is your sin conscience. Like when you fly. Rather than trying to deal with your fear of flying, deal with your sin conscience. Look at Stephen when he got stoned. He didn’t run. The disciples didn’t walk around thinking they blew it with God. 
Shod your feet with the gospel of peace (from Eph 6, stand against the wiles of the devil). If you do that the devil can’t come to you with a msg to get you to doubt God’s love for you bc you know that’s a lie. 
The greatest love story you have ever seen pales in comparison to God’s love for you. 
Perfect love casts out fear. Perfect love is completely separated from works. Unconditional. If the love for you is not perfect, then it is conditional. 
God’s love can’t be swayed by the one he is loving. 
Faith works by love – 
John 8 – while we were yet sinners
God has showed us what His love for us is, the while we yet sinners…Rom 3:23
If it impacts your life when you find someone who believes in you, how much would it impact your life to find that God believes in you? 
The greatest stumbling block of mankind is that we think our sins cause a problem between us and God. 
God tells Gideon to build the altar out of wood. Wood has tremendous significance. In order to remove the curse the altar would have to be made of wood. The curse was being transferred to the sacrifice. 
Col 2:14 – Paul is telling us the law system was nailed to the cross and removed out of the way. The blotting of the handwriting was obliterated. 
It was highly unusual for Jesus to be crucified. It was also highly unlikely for him to be crucified on Passover. Their preferred method was stoning. If Jesus had been stoned then we would not have been redeemed from the cross. 
Grace and peace unto you is God’s fingerprint.
Hear ye Him…not the law.
· God Gives You The Dew Of Heaven (Gideon Series)
It’s funny what God can do in your life when you let Him do it. It’s funny when you realize what He wants to do in your life. He’s not trying to get you to do anything in your life. His relationship with you is based on Him being so blessed by you that He just wants to be near to you.
The cross signifies a new place for us to reason from. This is why it is so important to minister from the cross, not self. Don’t reason from self about self but about Christ.
Jesus was not murdered. He said no man takes my life from me. He laid down his life from own will. At any moment He could have said I don’t like this deal. I'm outta here. He endured the cross because of His great love for us and what He knew it would give us.
Who wants to be reunited more, the parent or the child? God was in travail from the moment Adam and Eve fell. He lost his heritage. He had fellowship with man apart from guilt and shame then. 
When the saints won the Super Bowl Greg was immersed in their victory. He experienced all of their joy when they won. He experienced the parade. That is what baptism is. We don’t immerse ourselves in what Jesus did enough.
There is nothing Greg could have done to prevent the Saints from winning the Super Bowl because he did not play a role in accomplishing it (in the context of immersing yourself in it). 
God found His rest in what Jesus came to do. The sacrifice of Jesus gave off a sweet smell to God.
We try to use our works like deodorant to help us smell better to God. 
Gideon represents a man who found his life in Christ after His encounter.
The Mideonites were representing the law…oppressing them.
The dew of god represents the blessing of God…we have found grace in the eyes of God. 
Gideon didn’t need the fleece, he found God.
The Lord will provide his dew upon your life
· Boast in Christ and Him Crucified (Gideon Series)
The story of Gideon is a foreshadowing of salvation coming to us. We can learn a lot about salvation from this story. 
God is telling us over and over about the type of relationship he wants to have with us in the Bible.
Your self effort is not needed to have a relationship with God. Any amount of our strength is too much when trying to get right with God.
Moses said stand still and see the salvation of the lord, not go do something
God was saying the ones who drink water like a dog are the ones I’ll work through. God’s favorites have nothing to do with work, that’s the only way you can fall out of favor with God is if you think your works qualify you. 
Dogs were unclean to the Israelites. 
Zachariah 3:8 – Zach calls Jesus his servant the branch…interesting in context of Gideon story
Barley bread was considered to be a less than desirable bread to eat. They fed it to the animals, poor people ate it. Jews thought people were cursed who ate it. They thought people who had money were the blessed ones. This is pointing again to the fact that it will be by the strength of God that they will be delivered, not by their own hand.
Jesus fed the 5K with 5 barley bread, 5 is the number for grace. Jesus fed the 5k by grace. Barley is a type of shadow referencing grace. God’s grace rolled into the camp and gave them salvation. 
We can relate to Gideon and how he was scared with only the 300. What encouraged him even though all his strength had been taken away? The dream of the barley bread which equals God’s grace.
Gideon shows up with Christ in one hand and a trumpet in the other.
They took the picture and smashed it into the ground. It was a picture of Christ being broken on the cross.
The trumpet has a whole lot of significance. Once a year the priest would walk into the holy of holies to atone for his sins and the sins of all the ppl. He would confess the sins of the ppl over a scapegoat. He would confess the sins of the ppl over one animal. They would send the scapegoat away from the camp, this is symbolizing that Christ has removed our sins/guilt from us. Christ was crucified outside of the camp. It’s the same principle of the scapegoat. Sin is not in the camp. 
· Jdgs 13-16 - When Samson was beaten down and weak, what did he do? He prayed to God and he ended up doing something that he could have never done. God rested his power on him. Samson gave up on his own strength. Samson had faith, which is why he received the grace. Was he perfect? No. He was a womanizer. He had a problem with women. The blessing wasn’t based on living holy, it was living in faith. - Grace Is The Answer
· Jdgs 16:29-30 - Samson is a real man, and his account in the scriptures is the account of a real man. Now because the spirit of the Son came upon this real man, his life testifies of the Christ. Samson pulled down the Philistines and their system of death onto himself. He drew the bite of their death to himself. Jesus came in the likeness of what was revealed in Samson. Jesus was lifted up on the cross, to draw the bite of the serpent to himself. Just as Samson’s hands were stretched out to two pillars, Jesus' arms were stretched out on the cross, and he pulled down the death that had power over his creation onto himself. - The Firstborn of a New Creation 6/5/22
Ruth

· Ruth 1:1 - The story of Ruth and Boaz is a story of Christ the kinsman redeemer, you can be redeemed back to your inheritance from a close relative - The Bread Of Life
· Ruth 3:1 – many want to throw it out, the significance of it is it is a picture of Jesus redeeming us. Boaz is a type of Jesus and Ruth is a type of gentile. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 5
· Ruth 3:7-14 - Ruth was at the feet of Boaz…what did Jesus say was the one thing needful to Martha? Sitting at His feet, Boaz was a type of Christ so this was like Ruth sitting at Jesus’ feet. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 6
· Ruth 4 - This is what it means for God to be our kinsman redeemer. There’s a lot that goes into the kinsman redeemer. We tend to focus on the account of Ruth and Boaz and the marriage part, which is beautiful and true. But, the kinsman redeemer is also described in the scriptures as the avenger of blood. The kinsman redeemer is the closest relative, they avenge the death of their relative, and they redeem their kinsmen from the reproach of widowhood.

We were in our blood. We were married to a husband that was beating us and bruising us with death. God is our closest relative. He is the only one who can avenge our blood. He is the only one who can redeem us from the reproach of our widowhood.

God became like Popeye. He had all He could stands and He couldn't stands no more. He couldn't stand to see us suffering at the hands of death for one more moment. Have you guys seen the Wyatt Earp Movie with Kurt Russel? It’s like the Wyatt Earp movie when he tells the guy who betrayed him at the train, you tell the regulators I’m coming and I’m bringing hell with me. God came as the avenger of our blood. He came to bring hell to the death that was bruising us. And He isn't interested in only winning a fight, He wants to bruise death with an eternal wound. He wants to bring hell to death, and crucify the death we were married to so we can be free from the law of our husband.

Though the fruit you were bearing was all the time the fruit of death because of your union with the man who was dying. You have been divorced from that dying man. Rejoice for you have become one flesh with GOD and His indestructible life through the body of Christ; through the new man, who ever lives. Rejoice, I say for God ever lives to make you exceedingly fruitful. You have a certainty of being exceedingly fruitful on account of the power of His indestructible life. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is God once again getting down on one knee, to show you the love that’s in His heart for you. It's God making a vow to you and to your life. Many times when it comes to the proposal of marriage the question can come up about a person's intentions. What are your intentions towards my daughter …. God puts His intentions towards you on display in the resurrected Man Jesus so your hearts can be put to rest by the manner of love you see He has for you - The Relentless Pursuit of God 11/6/21

1 & 2 Samuel

Scripture Notes

· 1 Sam 16:7 – the Lord looks on the heart and not on the outward appearance. It doesn’t say he looks at our thoughts. - Obedience In The New Covenant
· 1 Sam 17:1-58 - David vs. Goliath – David is a picture of Jesus, Goliath is a picture of sin (wisdom of Satan). When Adam ate of the fruit, he saw he was naked. Goliath came for 40 days, defying (to expose as by stripping) the children of Israel. He was telling them they were naked. Same thing that Satan was telling Adam in the Garden. David picks up five stones, to slay the giant. Five in the Bible is the number for grace. David was going to slay the giant, the wisdom of satan, with grace. After David slew Goliath, he slit his head. He buried His head at Golgotha (the place of the skull), the very place where Jesus was crucified. Goliath’s head represented the wisdom of Satan. Jesus crushed the head of the serpent. He declared this wisdom can’t give you life. David was foreshadowing what would free mankind. - N/A
· 1 Sam 17:1-58 - Story of David and Goliath – perfect picture of Jesus fighting our enemy. Typology. David is one of the strongest types of Christ in the Bible. David was born in Bethlehem. Jesus was born in Bethlehem. One guy connected the manger that Jesus was born into to being owned by David. David was a mediator for the children of Israel. David was sent by His Father to his brethren who despised him. David was a king, Christ is a king. David occupied the office of prophet and king. When it is talking about the high priest it’s talking about Jesus.
Goliath was a representative of Satan. Notice how many times it mentioned brass when talking about Goliath. Brass was symbolizing sin and judgment. He was a representative of sin and judgment. David is a picture of our great hero.
David comes on the scene and says what is this guy talking about. You think Jesus ever doubted if he was going to win. David never doubted even though the circumstances looked tough. 
The devil tries to expose our nakedness, and if we don’t know we are clothed in righteousness then you will end up like the children of Israel.
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should shame the living God? Uncircumcision speaks of the works of the flesh. You are trusting in your own might. 
David is a perfect representation of grace and Goliath is a representation of the works of man. Goliath was exalting his own works. Man picks out the greatest warrior. Who did God pick out? Little David. Who won? Grace. God is trying to get us to see his grace is our victory over the battle.
5 smooth stones – 5th letter of the alphabet is hey, symbolizes grace. Grace slew our enemy.  - The Battle Is Not Yours
· 1 Sam 17:4-7  - Goliath – 666, 6 cubits of measure high, 6 cubits of his armor, etc. Goliath represented sin. Wore brass, signifies condemnation. David didn’t need anything made by man’s hands. Slays the rep of Satan w grace (5 stones). - Peace on Earth 12/27/15
· 1 Sam 17:34-36 - There's a metaphor that says meek as a mouse. A mouse is not a proper example of what the Bible is describing when it talks about meekness. In fact biblical meekness produces boldness and confidence. David was the meek when he wrestled the lion and the bear. He was the meek when he looked at Goliath and said who is this uncircumcised philistine speaking against the children of God. There’s a boldness; a confidence that comes upon you when you’re no longer taking thought of the strength and ability you see in yourself but your mind is filled with the strength and the ability contained in the life God has in Himself. - Bold As A Lion 1/15/23

· 1 Sam. 17:50 - We’re supposed to see God on the cross; it’s meant to be a sign we’ve never been alone; He’s always been there as our David; warring against the giant of death that tried to war against us; we’re supposed to see God with us at the cross; in the midst of the darkness and the death that comes upon our lives; so we can live by the faith that we are never alone. - Good Good Father 6/17/24

· 1 Sam 18:1-30 - You get a picture of a man resting in God when you look at David before he became King. He knew he was going to be king but he waited for God to bring it to pass.  - Obedience In The New Covenant
· 2 Sam. 8:15 - David didn’t come from a pure bloodline – Ruth was a gentile, Solomon was the offspring of an adulteress affair that required stoning. God is laughing in the face of righteousness by obeying the commandments. - The Proof Of Your Identity
2 Chronicles

· 2 Chron. 1: 7-12 – God told Soloman to ask Him for whatever He wanted. How many of us would ask for the things? Because that is what we are seeking first.
God said because you’ve sought my kingdom, all those things will be added to you. Did he work for those things? No.
Soloman had a mind to seek the one thing that mattered. It isn’t about condemning yourself if you haven’t been doing this. God is not condemning you. He loves you the same. But you could have it better here. That is the point. This is not to get his approval, but to improve your life here. You don’t sacrifice the things when you do this anyways. 
Soloman would be by far the richest person in the world today still with his fortune. He would be richer than Gates, Buffet, etc combined and they would not have his wealth. 
Where Soloman ended up is lost and despaired when he started seeking other gods. 
Seeking God first doesn’t mean you stop going to the gym.
You don’t have to suffer and give it all up. That is the devil trying to distract. 
Seeking God and his righteousness is easy. It involves no toiling or working. Yet we convince ourselves it takes much working and that it is too much to do. 
A common ploy of the devil is to get us to feel sorry for ourselves. Get us to think we are getting a raw deal. - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· 2 Chron. 7:14 - So when we read books like 2nd Chronicles it is supposed to be interpreted in light of The death and resurrection of Jesus. We want to find the revelation of what is said in 2nd Chronicles in the word that was made flesh in Jesus.

I want you to take a step back and try not to look at 2nd Chronicles 7 from your own perspective. I want you to try and look at 2nd Chronicles from the perspective of Jesus. What would Jesus have seen there? Remember Jesus came as a man. What do you think 2nd Chronicles would have meant to Jesus?

Remember In psalm 40 Jesus says to the Father “I come in the volume of the book it is written of me to do thy will oh God.

Jesus says what is written in this book is written of me. Jesus saw that what was written in 2nd Chronicles was written of him. He saw it was the Father talking with him.

And his response was Animal sacrifices and offerings You never desired but a body made of dust you have prepared for me so I can take the death of the world into myself. I see your promise to me. I see you will never leave or forsake me. I see that when you find me beset with the enemy that is death. You will not abhor me in my affliction. Your face will not be hidden from me but you will hear me when I cry out to you. And you will raise me from the dead in glorified human flesh and reconcile the world back to us and our eternal life.

Now, in light of all that, if we look at 2nd Chronicles God was talking to Israel. More specifically, He was talking with Solomon. 

Remember 2nd chronicles 7 says if my people who call themselves by my name will humble themselves before my mighty hand I will heal the land.  

If you look at Jesus he turned away from wickedness and humbled himself before the mighty hand of God just as it says in 2nd Chronicles 7. 

Now you might ask how’s that?

Paul says in Philippians 2 that Jesus humbled himself by making himself of no reputation and submitting himself to the death of the cross.

Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh. He took upon himself the death that was reigning over the world through sin. And in that place He didn't try to exalt himself unto life by the works of his own hands. But, he looked to the Father who loved him and promised to make him the heir of the world.

Wickedness means to worship the works of your own hands. It means to trust in the works of your own hands to be exalted unto life.

If we look at Jesus to interpret 2nd Chronicles we can see the Father and the Son making a covenant with themselves to heal the land. They are talking with each other about their desire to redeem the earth and heal the land. 

It's like in the account with Abraham ....... The Father and the Son made a covenant with themselves to make Abraham the father of many nations when they promised to make Abraham exceedingly fruitful and then they put Abraham to sleep and the scripture says the fire and the lamp passed through the middle of the sacrifice. That's the Father and the Son saying to one another let us make Abraham the Father of many nations. 

Just as the Father and the Son and the Spirit said to one another in Genesis 1 “Let us make man in our image after our likeness”.

The Father and the Son are saying to one another in 2nd Chronicles Let us heal the land. Let us do a work to glorify the earth with the eternal life we have in ourselves. Let us give shape and form to the earth the way we set out to do in the beginning. 

The Father says to Jesus if you will be born in the earth in the likeness of sinful flesh. And if you will humble yourself and take the death of the world upon yourself and submit yourself to the death of the cross. And then in that place cry out to Me instead of looking to the works of your hands to be exalted unto life. I promise you I will raise you from the dead and exalt you unto my right hand and we can reconcile the world back unto ourselves and we can heal the land.

I will prepare a body for you that will be made from the dust of the ground, and that will give you dominion over the land. You will have dominion over the earth. And when we raise you from the dead and seat you at My right hand in glorified human flesh it will reconcile the world back unto ourselves and our eternal life and the work that is needed to heal the land can be complete.

It's always been God's will to heal the land. We don't have to coerce God into healing the land. Jesus praying to the Father said thy kingdom is come to the earth because your will is for it to be in earth as it is in heaven.

God has taken it upon Himself to heal the land. He is not waiting on us to be faithful to Him for the land to be healed. Just as God finished the work before He created Adam in the earth. God has done a work in Christ to heal the land. And just as He did with Adam He has invited us to rest in His work.

There remains therefore a rest for the people who see God has healed the land. - He Reconciled The World 4/5/20

· 2 Chron. 7:14 - We hear a lot about 2nd Chronicles 7 whenever there is a catastrophic occurrence in the world. So I thought let’s talk about that

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

What we hear many times about these verses is that when there is some sort of tribulation or calamity in the earth it's because of our sin. We hear that it's God's judgment against the world because we are sinning. That the tribulation is a sign God is turned away from us because of our sin. And if we will turn away from our bad deeds and pray enough and praise God enough then God will come to us and heal the land.

But, like we talked about last week, that darkens God's counsel in the earth. It blasphemes the name of God in the earth. It paints God in the image of the thief and the destroyer instead of the Good Samaritan.

The historical context here is that Solomon is King, and has learned from his father David and his mother Bathsheba that God's heart is full of goodness towards mankind and that God's mercy endures forever. He wears that wisdom around his neck so it can keep his heart.

Now because of what Solomon sees about God he is building God a place to dwell so God can tabernacle with them and be their God. Now Solomon asks God to promise He will never leave them or forsake them.

Solomon says to God in the day we should trust in the works of our hands for blessing and life instead of trusting in You to give us blessing and life as a gift. And we find ourselves beset by the enemy and all the death and tribulation and disease that is the reward of the enemy. Promise that You will hear us if we cry out to you. Promise that You won’t abhor us in our affliction or hide Your face from us. Promise us that should we cry out to you in that place you will not forsake us but You will hearken unto us. And God promises Solomon He will not abhor them in their affliction but will hear their cries.

The point of these verses isn’t that if we encounter some tribulation in the world it’s because we sinned. The point isn’t that if we encounter tribulation it’s because God is judging us for our sin. The point is God is not far from you should you encounter tribulation in the earth. He does not abhor you in your affliction. 

These verses aren’t some model of sin confession whereby if we can all come together and confess enough of our sins and pray enough or sing enough songs then God will be with us and will do something to heal the land.

The point is in the midst of being surrounded by the enemy. God is not far from you. He is near you. Even in your heart and in your mouth. Even should you find yourself surrounded by the sin and death in the earth and the tribulation and chaos that is here God is with you to preserve your life and He will never leave you or forsake you.

Jesus says the same thing in psalm 22 when he is on the cross and he is circled about by the enemy that is death, and he cries out to Abba and commits his life into God's hands. Jesus said in psalm 22 God does not abhor the affliction of the afflicted one. God's face is not hidden from him but hears him when he cries out to Him.

What is the message we should take away from 2nd Chronicles 7?

We just saw one of the things we can take away from it is that God will never leave us or forsake us. He doesn't abhor us in our affliction and His face is never Hid from us. 

But, what is the meaning of these verses within the scope of the spirit of prophecy?
How should we interpret these verses considering Jesus is the lamb that has already taken away the sin of the world. And Romans 5 says that by the righteousness of one man Jesus the world is standing in the grace of Christ. - He Reconciled The World 4/5/20

· 2 Chron. 20:3-22 - If the devil can get us to believe the battle is ours, he’ll just sit back and watch us spin out
King Jehosaphat was a God fearing man. He received word that a large army was en route to try to destroy Israel, they were afraid. What the King did was he started rehearsing all the great things God had done in his life and forever.
He realizes he doesn’t have the strength to beat them. When we humble ourselves we realize the battle is not ours. He says our eyes are on you.
Related his prayer to the prayer of salvation. Saying Lord I have this enemy (sin), but my eyes are on you.
Think about what the Lord has done. The battle is not ours.
You don’t have to always do it right for God to show up for you.
Fear not, see the power in the cross. - The Battle Is Not Yours
Nehemiah

· Nehemiah 8:10 - says the joy of the Lord is your strength ….. the joy that was set before Jesus was his strength. The same joy that was set before Jesus, is set before us through him. The joy of Jesus is the glory he shared with the Father from the beginning. He was strengthened by the likeness of the Father shining on him. That's the same thing that's been set before us. When you see the Fathers face always shining on you, it causes you to abide in His love. The love of the Father is found in seeing Him pouring His life into you always. - His Face Shines Upon You 6/30/24

Job
· Job 38:4 - If you remember when God was questioning Job one of the first things God pointed out is that Job was not there with Him in the beginning when HE created everything. We can bring forth some things by working our design because we are the image of God. I mean nimrod built what looked like a strong tower, but it couldn't provide refuge. Cain built a city but it was no sanctuary from the destruction that came upon the world built on the shoulders of a perishable life.

Paul says it's with the heart we believe unto the kingdom of God. Listen, this faith is not of ourselves. We don’t work it up, it's a gift from God. The faith will cause the kingdom of God to appear to you, and in you comes by hearing and hearing by the word that was made flesh in Christ.

Faith is God. Faith paints a picture of God. It puts God on display in your midst so you can behold the Father, Son, and Spirit, and the life and fellowship they have in themselves, and be immersed in their life and their fellowship. As we behold the goodness of God, the faith that came in Jesus Christ, our hearts cry out Abba, and we are immersed in the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

You don’t have to perform to try and climb into heaven to grab ahold of God, and you don’t have to do things to descend down into the grave and conquer death yourself. It’s in your heart and in your mouth. You see God in the faith that came in Jesus, and you cry out Abba, committing your life into God's hand, because you see the love He has for you. The kingdom is within. - The Kingdom is Within 11/24/24

· Job 40:8 - Job couldn’t climb out of the pit until he changed his belief system. Job was self-righteous. He was saying these things shouldn’t happen to him because of his self goodness. Our goodness is of filthy rags. Job was professing his works. Then Job wondered why all those things happened to him. At the beginning we learn he was fearful, that was a seed of doubt. At the end God comes in and says what are you doing. Job 40:8 – said he disannulled God’s judgement. This means God has an opinion and he wants to plant that in our heart. Job had taken his opinion and exalted it over God. That is what the devil wants to do to all of us. He wants to get our belief system lined up with his. - A Sound Heart
Psalm
· Ps. 1:1 - If I think of the psalms. The psalmist always seemed to be compassed about with tribulation. But, there was strength for the psalmist in the midst of being compassed about with the infirmities of the world

The psalmist saw the weakness and death surrounding him and manifesting in his life. He saw compassion in God's heart for him. He said this guy cares so much for my life let me talk with Him about the concerns I have for my life. And by the end of the psalm the psalmist was always considering God and the life God has in Himself, and he was nurtured and strengthened with the power of God’s might. - Strengthened By the Power of God’s Might 8/23/20

· Ps. 8:4 – what is man that thou art mindful of him and the son of man that though visit him? /// we all have these questions…who am I? why am I here? The more God reveals to us in response to those questions the more we experience God’s love for us. - What God Felt When He Made Man
The more He can reveal to us about who we are to Him, the more our hearts and minds can go to rest in who we are. - N/A
· Ps. 8:4 - What is man that you are mindful of Him? Psalm 8…David saw how great all of creation was then saw that God had given man dominion over it - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 5
· Ps 14:1 - To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.

If we look closely at these verses they all say the deeds or the works we do happen in our hearts. All of these verses equate the deeds or the works that a person does with what they have believed on in their heart.

Psalm 14 says the abominable work is to say in your heart, there is no God. Revelation 2 says Jesus searches the heart to see the work or the deed that a person has done. Jeremiah 17 says God searches the heart and what a person has believed on in their heart to determine a person's ways, and determine what they have done. 

When God thinks of the work a person has done, or the deed they have done, and whether it be good or evil He’s thinking of the faith in a person's heart. It’s the belief of the heart that is weighed in the balance, not the outward actions a person has performed. And the reward each person receives comes from what they have believed on for life. Whether they have believed on the testimony God has given in Jesus, or they have hardened their heart to the truth, and continued to sow the strength contained in their own works to try and attain to blessing and life. - The Reward is the Fullness of God Himself 5/9/21

· Ps. 16:9-10 - The psalmist speaking prophetically by inspiration of the Spirit of the Son says my flesh rests in hope. Now hope is not in the worldly sense where we say maybe it will happen. Biblical hope is a certainty of life and immortality coming to pass.
This is a prophetic psalm giving us a glimpse into the heart of Jesus while he is on the cross. The psalm is speaking of Jesus’ flesh being put to rest as he was crucified and taking the sin and death of the world into himself. Jesus says his flesh was put to rest on the cross by the certainty he would be raised unto eternal life and immortality in his flesh. Jesus says the word of life; the Fathers promise to raise him from the dead and cloth upon him with life put his flesh to rest. - Healing For Our Flesh 10-20-19

· Ps. 16:9-10 - speaking prophetically of Jesus says my flesh rests in hope. Jesus was made still on the cross because He saw the Father would not suffer him to see corruption, neither would he leave his soul in hell, and because of that, salvation from the death of the cross was worked out in him. - Be Fruitful & Multiply 2/19/23

· Ps. 17:2 – David praying let his sentence come forth from God. /// How many would want that? David knew something though, he longed for the day when God would issue his sentence for his life and set everything straight. - Freedom From The Pain
· Ps. 17:15 - As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. 

If we understand our habitation we will not be driven by a desire to know more or have more. If we know God, our knowledge of everything is brought to perfection, and, all that He is, and all He has in Himself, is ours to enjoy. Then shall we know as we are known. When the heart God formed within us, and the ability He gave us to reason, catches up to what is ours, and we are found by the one whose love and likeness we long for. 

Of course we can enjoy things. Attack life with passion. Give it all you got but understand that’s not the point of it all. - The Meaning of Life 2/4/24

· Ps. 22:1 - So why did Jesus say my god my god why have you forsaken me? Matt 27:46 
The Jews knew the Psalms. He was quoting the word. They all knew it. In the Hebrew culture they don’t read by verses; it's the whole psalm they take into account. Just my thoughts but maybe he was so exhausted he couldn’t say the whole psalm. 
Jesus didn’t think all of the sudden God had abandoned him. He was busy telling the disciples that he would be raised up on the third day in the week leading up to this. He didn’t all of the sudden forget this. 
When you get down to around verse 24 it says he has not despised him. Jesus is the afflicted one. The father never hid his face from him, rather he heard him when he cried. This revealed what Jesus believed in his heart. 
It's detrimental to see this the other way. This is about God dying away the logic that was made flesh in the serpent in order that we could find trust born in our hearts towards him. That we can say he did not hide his face from me. So we can say in the same way he raised Jesus up, he will restore me as well. To say I can trust this guy. - The Way God Helps Us Trust Him 10/12/15
· Ps. 22:1-18 - There is nothing wrong with letting your emotions out, like Jesus did on the cross, he felt forsaken but then he was led into the truth (psalm 22). - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 18
· Ps. 22:3-31 – everything from about the 3rd verse on his talking about how he trusts the Father. 
Father into your hands I entrust my life – those are not the words of someone who thinks they were forsaken. - The God Who Never Forsakes 10/25/15
· Ps. 22:8 - Jesus was doing something very specific. He was pointing these people to scripture. Psalm 22. This is a picture of Jesus hanging on the cross. Psalm 22:8 – what the Pharisees were saying. 
When Jesus cried this out, it’s the beginning of Psalm 22. The Pharisees knew the scriptures front and back, so he was pointing them to this Psalm. By the end of that psalm it says God did not forsake him. He was now confessing the truth. He was sending us back to psalm 22 saying you have a belief but God comes in with something else. Now our souls can be restored. Now you can make that your foundation and live from this platform. You can never make that your foundation if you think God forsook Jesus. 
He knew he was sending them back to this psalm. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Ps. 22:12-22 – Jesus was not just confessing what was happening to Him, He was coming to His Father about His cares. Then we see Him talking to His Father about the truth. - Freedom From The Cares Of The World 3/29/15
· Ps. 22:19 - When Jesus quoted psalm 22 he was quoting the whole psalm, it’s one thought in the Jewish culture.
When you declare someone your father, your declaring union, oneness, no separation between the two…not declaring that God had abandoned him. - Did Jesus Really Believe God Forsook Him? 10/18/15
· Ps. 22:19-23 – 19 – the law and instruction of God is what was made flesh in Jesus, not the law of Moses. This word of truth has the power to restore your souls because it teaches and instructs you of the truth. We no longer think he is ashamed of us and think we have to provide life for ourselves. 
verse 24 the teaching and instruction of God concerning whether he’s ever been ashamed of us and forsaken us.
23 – reveals that truth restores our souls, causes us to lay down, cease from our works
If you can resist the temptation to provide life for yourself unto your death, I will raise you up. - Did Jesus Really Believe God Forsook Him? 10/18/15
· Ps. 22:19-24. - Notice how he cries out in sorrow but then comes back to acknowledging the goodness of God. He acknowledges that He will trust in God. He is establishing believing in the goodness of God to overcome spiritual death. By offering up prayers and supplication as our High priest. He is paving the way for us to escape spiritual death by faith. He pours out his sorrow then He confesses who God really is. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 10
· Ps. 22:24 - God didn’t turn his back on Jesus. Psalm 22 is prophetic. God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself. The Holy Spirit was in Christ. This hope produced joy, He endured the cross because of the joy that came from His hope in God. All those things were unworthy of Him considering because He had already obtained a good report. This caused Him to despise the shame despite the worst tribulation that has ever come against man. - The Power of Hope to Fulfill The Joy of Jesus in You
· Ps. 22:24 - Alive from the dead is to be alive unto God. You are raised up from the dead on account of the Spirit giving you eyes to see God with you to serve you with the life you need, and you cry out Abba

Alive to God means your sight has been healed. It means to see the Fathers face shining upon you. If you look in the scriptures the psalmist talking to God in psalm 22 says you do not abhor the affliction of the afflicted one, neither is your face hid from him, but you hear him when he cries out to you. That’s what it means to be alive to God. You have eyes to see God with you, not despising you because of the affliction sin has brought upon your life. You see God’s face isn't hid from you. You see God isn’t rejecting you because of your sin. You see God is with you to comfort you from your affliction, and serve you with His life. As Paul says something is born in your heart, where you see nothing can separate you from the love of God. You see there's nothing that can keep God from serving you with His life. And because you have eyes to see God there with you, as the lover of your life, you cry out to Him. That’s what it means to yield yourself unto God. Yielding yourself to God means you give yourself over into His arms because you see He can only ever be good to you. It's when you commit your desire for life into the Father’s hands because you see His hand stretched forth towards you, possessing the life; the peace; the love; the joy you need. Yielding yourself to God is when you look to the Father for the comfort and the peace and the strength you need because you see the gift He has in His hand to give you is the life you desire. 

Jesus yielded himself unto God on the cross when he said Father into your hands I commit my Spirit. He saw the Father was there with him in the midst of his hurt, to be good to him, and He looked to the Father’s hand to be comforted with the comfort he needed. Hebrews says Jesus looked to the one who could save him. That’s what it looks like to yield yourself to God, it means to look to God and the life He has in Himself, as the power to be saved from the body of death and the fear that's in the world because of death. - Times of Refreshing From the Presence of the Father 10/9/22

· Ps. 23:1 – the lord is my Shepherd, he restores my soul. That word restore in that verse is the same word David used in Psalm 119:7. From this we know the law has to be Jesus. We have been hoodwinked into thinking the law of God is something for us to follow. God's purpose is for our soul to be restored. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Ps. 23:1 - Finishing the interpreting of Psalm 23 through the finished work of Jesus.
It’s right after Psalm 22 and then Psalm 24. Psalm 22 is the psalm of the cross. It’s pointing out Jesus as our servant.
In Psalm 23 we see the Lord is our Shepherd. It’s a picture of what you have after the finished work of Christ. It’s talking about the results of the Cross. 
Psalm 24 starts painting a picture of Christ our King, we He comes back and reigns. Sometimes we miss the structure of these psalms. - Christ Restores Your Soul
· Ps. 23:1 -  Young’s literal translation. The Hebrews didn’t have a future tense, they only used past or present. God built faith in their language. They didn’t say at some point their salvation will come, they said it like it was theirs right now. He calls things that aren’t as though they are. 
Young's literal says the lord is my shepherd I do not lack. David seemed to be in lack many times, in the cave, when his men wanted to kill him, David would have the right to say that. David had the mentality that he does not lack.
Salvation is our victory in this life. God wants us to keep coming and keep drinking from the cup of salvation when we feel lack.
Breaking bread example – disciples saw lack, Jesus saw more than enough
The Lord doesn’t despise small beginnings, did not seek the building, sought Jesus
David killed the bear and the lion before Goliath. Bears represent evil and the devil parades around as a lion…Jesus slayed sin, lack and bondage in your life. 
If you don’t think you are the one working to get something you won’t experience lack - The Lord is Your Shepherd
· Ps. 23:1 - Today we are going to look at psalm 23 and what is in the heart of the psalmist when he says the Lord is my Shepherd. What is it that the psalmist sees about the Lord being his shepherd that causes him to say he lacks nothing. 

When I realized psalm 23 was a continuation of psalm 22, and was still describing Jesus on the cross. It confounded me because I thought how is it that Jesus says he lacks nothing and his cup runs over as he is naked and nailed to a tree.

Everyone agrees that psalm 22 is a prophetic psalm about Jesus on the cross. But, then we turn the page and get to psalm 23 and we somehow think it's no longer talking about Jesus on the cross. We turn the page, we see chapter 23 and now we think it's talking about a different situation in a completely different place and time.

He’s still in the midst of the death of the cross in psalm 23. He says to the Father “you prepare a table for me in the midst of my enemies”. What enemies? The bulls of bashan he said compassed him about in psalm 22, mocking him and gaping upon him with their mouths like a roaring lion.

He says to the Father your rod and your staff they comfort me. Jesus needed comfort from the death of the cross. When Jesus said ‘I thirst on the cross’. He was thirsting after the comfort of the Father. The Roman centurion offered Jesus wine mingled with myrrh to comfort him from the pain of the cross but Jesus spit it out because He thirsted for the kind of comfort that only the God of all comfort can give.

Psalm 22 and 23 are revealing the heart of Jesus as he is on the cross. Paul says in Romans 8 the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of the Son, intercedes in our hearts with groanings that cannot be uttered when we encounter tribulation. Psalm 22 and 23 give us eyes to see into the heart of Jesus as he is on the cross so we can have intimacy with the groanings of the Holy Spirit in his heart, and through that have intimacy with the faith that was in the Son of God’s heart while he was in the midst of the cross. 

One of the most powerful things in my life with God is when I saw psalm 23 was describing the heart of Jesus on the cross. It gave me intimacy with the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was on the cross. I began to know what the apostle Paul meant when he spoke of having fellowship with the sufferings of Christ. I was intimate with the heart of Christ as he was nailed to the cross, and my life in this world began to be shaped by the faith of the Son of God.

What Jesus needed on the cross was a shepherd. He needed someone to shepherd his life. He was in need of someone to care for his life. 

On the cross Jesus saw he was not a lamb that has been left for the slaughter .... the Father is my Shepherd I lack nothing. 

Jesus saw that because the Father was the Shepherd of His life, his life was cared for. He saw there was someone whose life was precious too; he saw there was someone that when they looked at his life they saw it as a treasure. He saw there was someone to whom his life was so precious they would not allow harm to come to it.  

When Jesus saw it was God himself who was shepherding his life, and he saw the ability God has to care for his life in a manner that would exalt him to the place where death can’t touch his life, he was put to rest and the storm of the cross was made still in his heart.

The Hebrew idea of a shepherd is deeply connected with companionship and affection. It means to be the ‘lover of the flock”. The shepherd was not just thought of as a responsible overseer, but a caring father figure, who tends to his flock out of a deep sense of love. 

Isaiah 40:11 says the shepherd “gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart”.

A shepherd loves the lives of the sheep. They think of the lives of the sheep above their own lives. A shepherd. A real shepherd that is. A good shepherd dedicates their lives to the care of the sheep, and keeping the sheep from any harm that could come to them. 

They are completely immersed in the care of the sheep. Every imagination of their heart is of the sheep and caring for their lives.

A good Shepherd would rather die themselves than allow harm to come to their sheep. They don’t just tend to the sheep. They lay down their lives for the care of the sheep. They take such great care of the sheep they would not even allow a blemish or a spot to come upon the sheep. They care for the sheep in such a way that the sheep do not even suffer a scrape, much less a broken limb.

When a lamb is born they can get to thrashing about and can injure themselves with a cut or a scrape or even break a limb. In ancient Israel many times the shepherds would swaddle the lambs as they were born to keep them from injury. In the same way a shepherd swaddles their lambs with their own lives to keep them from harm.

Really what we need is to be able to see we have someone with us who is shepherding our lives like that. We need to see that God is with us to care for our lives in such a way that no harm can come to them. 

We want more than anything to know our life is cared for. We want to know the care that is needed for our lives to flourish is settled and unable to be uprooted. Most everything we do and everything our thoughts are filled with can be traced back to a desire for our lives to be cared for in a way that keeps us from harm and allows us to flourish. We live in the world all the time looking at our lives and judging whether the things that can nurture our lives and keep them from harm are present with us.  

The tribulation in the world tries to goad us into thinking the care our lives need is up in the air. The peril, the sword; the famines, the pestilences ..... they try to goad us into thinking we are lambs being led away to the slaughter. They try and goad us into thinking we are without a shepherd; that we are alone in the poor heartless little world with no one with us shepherding our lives, or caring for us, or keeping us from harm.

But, we are not sheep being led away for a slaughter. We are not without someone to shepherd our lives. God is the shepherd and Bishop of our lives. His rod and His staff they comfort us.

A shepherd's rod is like a policeman’s club. It is often made of oak wood and has a knob on the end of it. Into this knob nails are sometimes driven so as to make a better weapon. It is used as protection to keep the sheep from wild animals that seek to harm the sheep. 

Christ is the rod of God. He is the rod and the staff God uses to comfort us from the death and the lack in the world.

The apostle Paul says Christ condemns the things in the world that tell us our lives aren’t being cared for. As the world is telling us our lives are not being cared for properly, that we are without someone to shepherd them. We see what God has done in Christ to hide our lives in Himself. We see our lives hid in Christ. And it condemns the word in the world. It tells us we are not lambs being led away to the slaughter, God is shepherding our lives. 

We see Christ and we see God left no stone unturned in the caring of our lives. He pitched us within and without with His very life. He sealed us with the Spirit of His immortality. He hedged our lives about with the Spirit of His life. His care for our lives is so much that when we see it we lie down in the tender green grass. It stills our hearts from the storms of this world that are swirling around us. It feeds us with the nutrients of life in the midst of an earth that is shadowed by death. It removes fear far from our hearts. We see what God has done to care for our lives in conquering sin and death in the flesh of Jesus, and that puts us to rest and fills our hearts with abundance. - The Good Shepherd 8/16/20

· Ps. 23:1-2 -  says the Lord is my Shepherd I do not lack. He makes me to lie down in the tender green grass. He leads me besides the still waters. He restores my soul: he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies: You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. 

Jesus looked to the shepherd and bishop of his soul on the cross. Hebrews says He looked to the one who could save him. Jesus had one God, the Lord his God. He took no thought to caring for his life through the works of His hands, because He saw the Father with him shepherding his life. He saw his life was hid in the Father, and the Father' s life was in him. That manifested the love of the Father in him and caused him to lay down his life for the world, so that in his resurrection, when the Father raised him from the dead, we could see the Father with us being good to us, loving us with all His heart, and all His soul, and all His strength. That's how faith came. - The Faith of the Son of God 6/18/23

· Ps. 23:4 - The psalmist says in psalm 23 yea though I walk through the valley shadowed with death I will fear no evil for thou art with me Lord.

As my mom so beautifully pointed out last week this verse isn't saying you must keep yourself from fear. It's talking about the strength of God to keep you from fear.

The word fear used in psalm 23 doesn't only mean to be afraid or to be scared of something. It also means to stand in awe of something or to have reverence for something, where it’s lifted up in your heart to a place of honor and respect. It’s where you are in awe of something's greatness, not necessarily that you think it’s good, but that you’re in awe of its strength and might and ability. 

If we look at the fear of death. Yes death can make you afraid as it did with Adam in the garden. But, it must first be lifted up in your eyes before it can make you afraid. The fear of death at its root is to stand in awe of death. It's for death to be lifted up in your sight to the place where you revere it as being great. Not good, but full of power and might. Hebrews could just as easily say we were all our days in bondage because we stood in awe of the death that's in the world. We were all our days in bondage because the death and corruption in the earth was great in our sight. 

So the psalmist says even though I am living in a world that is surrounded with death and corruption and distress, my heart does not esteem the death. The death and corruption and tribulation I see isn’t lifted up in my sight, as if it's full of power and might to be able to steal from me and destroy me. (New Testament language -Strongman-strongman bound in my heart- prince of this world has nothing in me) 

The psalmist tells us the how and the why by saying “for you are with me Lord.” The psalmist saw God. They stood in awe of God. God was lifted up in their sight. Their fear was before God. They saw something about God that lifted Him up in their hearts to a place that was seated above the death in the world. They saw something in God that caused their hearts to esteem God above the death they were surrounded by. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Ps. 23:5 – my cup runneth over, where will he lead you? To find the testimony of your life in Him. When you do that, you will say your cup runneth over. That is good news. - Rich in Faith 
· Ps. 23:5 - We don’t really think about it this way, but what did Jesus do when he needed to be healed from the death of the cross? If we can see the faith of Jesus on the cross, we can have intimacy with the power of the resurrection. Jesus says in psalm 23 you prepare a table for me in the presence of my enemies. The table is the table of the Fathers life. Jesus was laying hold of eternal life on the cross. The meditation of his heart on the cross was the eternal life He shared with the Father from the beginning, and the love the Father has for Him, that the Father gave that He could have that life, even in his earthen vessel. That’s the power that raised Jesus from the dead. That’s what healed Jesus from sin and death in the flesh. He didn’t consider the deadness he saw in his body, he didn’t consider the power of sin to serve him with death. He wasn't filled with unbelief. The Father and the life He shared with the Father was lifted up in his heart. The faith of God was lifted up in his heart, and that gave him intimacy with the power of the resurrection. That moved the mountain. That removed the plague of Babylon. - Lay Hold of Eternal Life For Healing 10/8/23

· Ps. 27:1 – trust in the lord and be not afraid is title of the psalm, the lord is my light and my salvation of whom shall I fear…that I may dwell in the house of the lord….he shall set me upon a rock….therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy. - Grace Is The Answer
· Ps. 32:1-2 - David was an OT man with a NT mentality. He foresaw a time when people's sins were not placed on their account. That time is now. - Peace With God
· Ps. 37:4 - Jesus saw within the Father is the only life that can satisfy his flesh and what he’s after. He saw the substance of what His heart desired in the Father and His glory and immortality. He delighted himself in the Father. Delight means to be soft and pliable. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Ps. 37:4 - The psalmist says to delight yourself in the Lord as opposed to delighting yourself in created things. We are made to bear in ourselves the very likeness of God, who is not a created being. Because we come from God, it’s God we’re longing for. We’re longing for the one who created us. Created things can't satisfy our desires. Created things can't tame the passions in our members. The only thing that can bring true comfort to our flesh is to possess the one who has no beginning or end. - The Meaning of Life 2/4/24

· Ps. 40:2-4 - Jesus was put to rest on the cross by the revelation of the Father’s love for him. He observed the Sabbath. Jesus wasn't thinking he must rest. His eyes were full of the work of the Father to save him from the body of death and raise him up in incorruptible flesh, and that put his flesh to rest. As the psalmist says you shall not let your holy one see corruption, neither will you leave my life in the grave. And because Jesus was put to rest by seeing the work of the Father to shepherd his life. What happened is, the work of the Father to cleanse mankind from death, and serve us with His life was made manifest in the resurrection. As the psalmist says in psalm 40 I will declare your faithfulness oh God in the midst of the great congregation. I will sing of how you picked me up out of the miry clay. 

Jesus declared the Fathers love for the world in his resurrection. The work of the Father to heal mankind from sin and death was made manifest in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, so the work of the Father could be set apart in our eyes, and our flesh could be put to rest. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Ps. 40:6-8 - The sacrifices and offerings in the law are about God’s desire being wrapped up in Him wanting to comfort people from their affliction. 

In Psalm 40, and again in Hebrews 10, Jesus talking with the Father about what he saw in the law, says my eyes have been opened to what is written in the law. Sacrifices and offerings you never desired, but a body you have prepared for me. Lo, I come in the volume of the book it is written of me to do thy will O God.

Sacrifice and offering wasn’t what you’re after. You didn’t want the sacrifices and offerings of people. You were never thinking of what the people could give to you. The sacrifices and offerings were always about you providing yourself as the lamb. They were always about you preparing a body for me, that I could give my body to be broken for the world. It's mercy that was always on your mind. 

Sacrifice was never about us doing something for God, or us offering something to God. It was always about God desiring to visit the brokenhearted with His tender love. When God sees you beset by weakness, He isn’t thinking of you making an offering, or you making a vow to Him. He’s not thinking of the sacrifice you can make for Him. What he’s feeling for you is a deep compassion. A deep knowing of the pain and the hurt and the confusion that comes from the death that's in the world. What He’s feeling for you is a desire to give Himself for you, for His body to be broken, so His grace can be poured upon you, & you can be comforted in your time of need. - The Body of Christ 5/29/22

· Ps. 40:6-10 - talking about the commandment the Father gave Jesus, says lo, I come in the volume of the book it is written of me. I delight to do your will O God. Your law is within my heart. I have declared your faithfulness and your salvation. I have not hid your lovingkindness and your truth from the great congregation. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· Ps. 45:6 - Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

Hebrews 1 quotes this verse to describe the Father talking about the Son. The Father says about the Son thy throne oh God is forever and ever. The Father calls the Son God. The Father is the one talking in verse 1, and He says His tongue; His Word, is the pen of a ready writer. The Fathers pen is the Son. The Father writes the knowledge of his own counsel in us, using the Son. The Son writes on our hearts, the knowledge of the Father, using the finger of God. The finger of God is the Spirit. Jesus calls the Spirit the finger of God saying if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God(Matt 12:28), and then in a parallel verse in Luke 11:20 Jesus says if I cast out demons by the finger of God”. Equating the Spirit with his finger. When the Father wrote the commandments he used the Son as His pen, and the Son engraved on the Stones with his finger, that is the Spirit. 

The Godhead has a single nature and power. Undivided in itself. We can say the Father writes on our hearts. We can say the Son writes on our hearts, and we can also say the Spirit writes on our hearts. All while remaining distinct in their persons; but through inseparable union and operation, all 3 of them are penning, because it’s the divine essence that pens, the Lord our God is one. So we can say the Father raised the Son from the dead. The Son raised himself from the dead. And the Spirit raised the Son from the dead. All while remaining distinct in their persons; but through inseparable union and operation; all 3 of them are raising the dead; because it’s the divine essence that raises the dead, hear oh church, the Lord our God is one. - Did Jesus Raise Himself From The Dead? 10/19/25

· Ps. 46:10 - says Be still, and know that I am God. When you see that I am your God it will make you still.

The fear of the Lord is to be put to rest on account of being so awestruck by the work of God that all you can do is stand still. It’s to be made still on account of the beauty you behold in God and the work He will do to serve you with His salvation. 

Fearing God talks about the stillness that comes upon a person as they behold the beauty of what God has done. It's the stillness that comes upon you when you see what God has done to conquer death in the flesh and manifest His life and immortality in your physical bodies. 

We can see the same thing in Christ. Christ is the manifestation of what the law said God would do. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· Ps. 55:22 – Cast thy burdens on unto the Lord // this keeps the meditation of our minds on Christ and sheds abroad the peace of God in our hearts - Freedom From The Cares Of The World 3/29/15
· Ps. 69:13 – but as for me my prayer is unto you oh Lord….deliver me out….let me be delivered….let not the pit shut her mouth upon…hear me oh lord…hide not thy face….draw near unto me….they gave me gall for my meat and vinegar to drink…(this is Jesus pouring out His heart)/// He looked for someone to comfort Him but there was no one to do that. That is what He had to go through. In spite of that spiritual separation He was confessing His belief in the goodness of God and in doing so he was paving the way for us to be resurrected by our belief. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 10
· Ps. 69:30 – I will praise the name of God with a song and magnify him with thanksgiving. We don’t magnify him literally but we increase our awareness of Him in our lives. - The Power of Thanksgiving
· Ps. 78:37 – why they weren’t able to continue in his covenant…their heart  was not right with God…their belief system was not the same as God’s. God was trying to teach them not to trust in themselves. They thought they were defined by their ability to obey the commandments. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 19
· Ps. 81:12 – so I gave them up into their own hearts stubbornness ... He let them do what they wanted to do…believing it was about their own strength. // This is what it meant when God said He regarded them not. The only way He could stop them was to kill them…their hearts had departed from God’s belief system. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 19
· Ps. 84:2 - My soul longs, yea, even faints for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh cries out for the living God.

The yearning you feel. The longing you have is for the glory of God. When you feel yourself groaning inside, desiring something. Your groaning for the likeness of God's immortality. You’re groaning for the love that brought you forth. The glorified Jesus is the substance of what you’re seeking. God gave you the desire of your heart. He made your dream come true. He chased you down, in the death and resurrection of Jesus, to make all your dreams come true. Delight yourself in the Lord and you will see all your dreams are true in Him. - The Meaning of Life 2/4/24

· Ps. 91:1-16 - His truth – it’s that you are holy, his child, your sins are not a problem, that truth is our shield and buckler in this world. He has clothed us with his righteousness. The secret place is Christ. 
If Jesus is your refuge, you can’t also say my ability to follow the commands is my refuge. Those things contradict each other. Money is a great example too. Can’t say the lord is my refuge but also my ability to tithe. That is double minded like James said, let not that person think they will receive. 
Oppression comes because you are believing in yourself in some area of your life. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 13
· Ps. 95:8 - When Joshua entered the promised land it was a type and shadow of the rest we would have, not the fulfillment. David talked about that rest. David wouldn’t have been talking about a rest that could be entered if that was the fulfillment of it. This is in Psalm 95. If you hear the word, don’t harden your hearts. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 8
· Ps. 105:12-15 - Why did they have to eat the Passover? He did it for a reason. They were weak and they were sick. So that they could be strong for the journey. The children of Israel that came out were 600K, none of them were sick or weak. Look up Psalm 105, it's about them being delivered. Out of about 2 million people some were sick. They were whipped and worked to death. But when they came out of Egypt none was sick. It was because of the blood and eating the body. When you want to find out about Holy communion you can go back to the Passover and see for yourself. - Benefits of Holy Communion
· Ps. 107:20 - I think much of the church worldwide primarily defines healing and the healing of the flesh and verses like proverbs 4 and psalm 107 as pertaining to a fever being healed or a cancer being healed or an injury being healed. Or something of that nature. 

But, is that really the focus of what those verses are talking about?

Yes, cancer or a physical ailment can be healed in a person's body. And we rejoice over that. And we lay hands on people and pray for all manner of diseases and sicknesses to be sent away from people. And we pray from the foundation of knowing God has divorced us from sin and death through Christ Jesus. 

With all that being said, should a person's body be healed of a cancer or something like that but they are still filled with hatred and envy and gossiping and backbiting and fornication then their flesh has still not been healed. If a person has an injury in their body, even should their body be healed of that injury, if they are still filled with laboring and toiling to attain to life then their flesh hasn’t been healed. 

I’m not saying that the flesh being healed cannot also pertain to an ailment or a disease in the sense of what those things mean in our culture but I think the primary meaning of health for the flesh is pertaining to what we see in Adam when the motion of sin was excited in Adams members through his flesh lusting to be clothed in life. 

What does it mean for our flesh to be sick? What are the scriptures referring to when they talk about a flesh that is sick?

Sickness in the flesh means for the flesh to be taken from rest and excited unto the motion of sin. And through that for a person to be clothed in the fruit of death or the works of the flesh. 

A flesh that is sick and in need of healing is flesh that is lusting after life. It's a flesh that wants to gather life unto itself. It's been excited by the motion of sin to try and gather unto itself peace and love and joy and kindness and all the fruit of the Spirit. And because of that it's taken from rest. It’s filled with labors and annoyances. It’s toiling to produce the fruit of the Spirit and in all its toil to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit it is producing the works of the flesh instead. 

Sickly flesh is a flesh that is not functioning properly. It's a flesh that is not functioning in a manner that is consistent with its design. 

Our flesh was never meant to labor in order to attain to life. It was never meant to be tilled like the ground to be fruitful. It was never meant to be taken from rest. It was never meant to bear the fruit of death. It was never meant for hatred or envy or gossip and murder and stealing to be produced in it. So it was sick in that the fruit that came forth in us was like thorns and thistles. 

Adam's flesh was in need of healing after he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. His flesh was sick and in need of healing even though no diseases or physical ailments had manifested in him yet. 

Adam didn’t have a disease or a fever or one leg that was longer than the other one. The sickness in Adam's flesh was that it was full of labors trying to attain to life by the sweat of his brow. He wanted to til his body to bring forth the fruit of God's life and because he worked his body trying to produce the fruit of God's life his flesh was producing thorns and thistles. - Healing For Our Flesh 10-20-19

· Ps. 107:20 - The Word here is Jesus. The Word, that is, God, became flesh to heal our brokenness. For salvation to come to human beings, who partook of flesh and blood, and are suffering at the hands of death in the flesh, it requires someone who is not subject to death, to inhabit; or take to themselves the fullness of the nature that's been corrupted by sin and death. The nature of human, which was meant for the dignity of deification, can only be cleansed from the corruption that comes from death in the flesh, if someone who is by nature not subject to death, is somehow found to be in the same state of death mankind is in. 

God needed someone that when their body is broken, and their blood is shed, what’s unveiled in their humanity is immortality. The only way to heal the human condition from the poverty that came upon us from mortality, is if someone can enter into our brokenness, and for that person to possess something in themselves, that heals brokenness. The only way the nature of human can be healed from the frailty of dying flesh is if someone can partake with them in their weakness but also possess in themselves something that heals the frailty of human flesh. God needed someone to come in the likeness of mortality, but possess in themselves, by nature, immortality. God needed someone who can enter into the depths of our despair; someone who can taste the passion of mortal flesh; stand in the face of everything that torments us …. Someone who can experience what it's like to be movable/passable but at the same time be immovable/ impassible by nature …. So that in entering the depths of human brokenness, through themselves being human, they can reach into the poverty of the human condition and heal it. 

There's no other being like that but God. It’s God himself that needed to be crucified for the sin of the world. God had to partake of the curse. God had to be intimate with the wages of sin. The scripture records the eternal son saying to the Father, in the psalms and the letter to the Hebrews, a body you prepared for me. The Father is the cause of the Son's body. He begat the Son, He sent the Holy Spirit to fashion a body within the womb of Mary. To do what? To become the crucified God, To assume the nature of human in his person, so that in him being able to taste death in his humanity; in him being able to enter the depths of our despair; he can heal our humanity.

Salvation is the deification of human nature. It’s the dignifying of the human condition with the divine nature. The creator of all things partook with you in your nature, so he can deify your nature in his humanity. The Creator who created you for deification, sets the process of your deification into motion by assuming your humanity in his divine person. When you begin to see God manifested in the flesh, you begin to see the incorruptible one; the one who is the light, dwelling in the light of immortality, being one with your humanity; himself being fully human, while simultaneously being fully divine. You see him in the midst of your human existence. It shines his light into your nature. It shines his light into your soul. It serves you with salvation … it purges your conscience from sorrow … it covers you in His mercy.

When God was born a man it revealed his intentions towards human beings is to heal their nature. It made an open display of His love for mankind. The love of God is seen in him becoming a man. They say that imitation is the greatest form of flattery. Well what manner of love has the Father bestowed on us, that He has adopted our humanity to Himself, through the incarnation of His Son. This is the love of God. This is the tenderness of God towards human. God cares so much about what hurts you, that he unites himself to your humanity in the person of Christ Jesus, the eternal Son. He partakes with you in your pain, so you can be made whole through His humanity. - Saved by the Humanity of God 8/17/25

· Ps. 116:12-18 - What shall I offer God for all His benefits towards me? What can you do for God seeing He’s done so much for you. The God who is not worshipped with men's hands. The God who is not worshipped through what you can do for Him. The God who has everything, and doesn’t need anything. The God who made the heavens and the earth, and gives life and breath to all things. What can you offer to God? You might have a difficult time finding the right Christmas present for someone. But, what do you give to God, seeing He’s given so much to you? 

The Psalmist says I will take the cup salvation. That's what I’ll render to God for all the benefits He has given me. I’ll take the cup of salvation.

And how does the psalmist say he’ll take the cup of salvation? He says he’ll call upon the name of the Lord. 

The psalmist says a couple verses later he’ll offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and the way he offers the sacrifice of thanksgiving is by calling upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people=calling upon the name of the Lord … as opposed to paying my vows to myself. 

The kind of vow spoken of here isn't talking about you making a promise to God. It’s not you vowing to God that you will do something. I remember when I was addicted to drugs, there were times where I could feel I took too much, and I would say to God, I promise I’ll never do it again. I”ll quit today, if you’ll keep me from dying.

You don’t make promises to God, it’s an evil imagination. It’s a swearing to God that you will perform something by your own strength …. - The Sacrifice of Thanksgiving 12/1/24

· Ps. 119:1-8 – Defining the law of the Lord. He is saying the entire law of the lord can be defined as the beginning and the end. There is no teaching and instruction outside of this law of God. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Ps. 119:11 – thy Word I have hid in my heart. This psalm uses the word law and commandment a lot, every time it is referring to the same thing it is the same word John used when he said the word became flesh. The word David hid in him became flesh. The law of God became flesh. That is what David hid in his heart and what God wants to hide in our hearts. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Ps. 119:18 - The statutes and judgments God gave Israel through the words of the law, were meant to keep Israel from leaving their first love. They were meant to paint a picture of the wondrous works God performed in leading them out of Egypt, and into the promised land. That's why David says to God in psalm 119, “open my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· Ps. 139:8 - Paul saw the sufferings of this present world are nothing compared to the Christ that dwells in him. He saw the glory that is Christ's life far surpasses the weakness he can experience in the world, and in his mortal body. He saw the life of Christ, that was dwelling in him, is so glorious that it will swallow whatever he encounters in this world with the love of God. Like the psalmist Paul was persuaded that even should his bed be made in the grave, there was no place that exists that could keep the life of Christ from being made manifest in him.  - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· Ps. 145:9 - God feels compassion for everyone, and because He’s full of compassion for everyone, He’s done something to serve us with His life. God’s tender mercies are found in His work to serve us with His life. So the power to experience the tender mercies of God is found in looking to His work. God's work. What God has done to redeem you from death, and serve you with His life, is dripping with His tender mercies. What that means is if you want to experience His tender mercies you have to look to His work; contemplate His work ….

Ok … so God is merciful to all. But with God pouring out His mercy on all, some experience His lovingkindness, and others harden their hearts. So what's going on with the people whose hearts are hardened? God didn't create them with a hard heart. God didn't predestine them to have a hard heart. Their hard heart is contrary to God’s will. So, what’s going on with these people, and their interaction with God, that causes them to harden their hearts? - The Root Of Bitterness 4/28/24

Proverbs

· Prov. 1:6 - The book of proverbs talks about why a person labors for the meat that perishes, and it also talks about what it means to labor for the meat that perishes. It uses the words sluggard and glutton. Just as the strange woman is a metaphor and isn’t talking about an actual woman. The book of proverbs uses the terms glutton and sluggard as metaphors. (dark sayings proverbs 1:6 riddle/parable …. Glory of kings proverbs 25:2)

In the book of proverbs a sluggard is someone who isn’t diligent with the commandment of the Father and the law of their Mother. To put new testament language to it. A sluggard is what James calls a forgetful hearer. They heard the word of truth, as Paul says in his letter to the Galatians, Christ was put on display in their midst, clearly crucified, but they did not continue in that truth, they went about their way as if their lives were still held in the world, and subject to the corruption in the world. They didn’t see their lives were begotten unto a living hope. They forgot their sin was forgiven them. They didn’t comprehend that their lives were circumcised from the body that's dying. So a sluggard is someone who is lazy with the word of truth. They count it as common, and so they don’t live the lives they have in the flesh by the faith of Jesus Christ. They walk after the flesh instead. Like a dog returning to their vomit. They go back to laboring for the meat that is perishing.

A glutton in the book of proverbs isn’t a guy who eats too many pizza’s, or eats a lot of junk food. A glutton is someone who labors for the meat that perishes. They live as if the strength of the flesh is the food that can give life, so they fill their bellies with what they can gain by the works of their own hands. And that causes them to spend all their time laboring for the meat that perishes. If we look at the first temptation of Jesus, if he had looked to the strength in his own hand for life, and made his strength to turn the stones into bread, his food for life, he would have been what proverbs describe as a glutton. - Strong Meat 3/3/24

· Prov. 1:8 - If you read in the book of proverbs everything the strange woman uses to entice us, all appeal to the senses. She has peace offerings; a decked bed with coverings of tapestry; with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt(Beckie and I honeymoon bed). She perfumes her bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. She is appealing to our senses with earthly things/created things. She knows our senses are groaning to taste and to see and to handle God. She points to earthly things. She points us to things that are created. She points us to the creature. She knows it looks good for food. She knows it looks pleasant to our sight, and pleasant to the touch. She points to things that speak to our senses, and tells us it’s the strong meat we desire.

our senses can be stimulated by things we enjoy in the world. As our senses feel stimulated it’s not a sign those things can satisfy us. The stimulation we feel is a sign that our senses are longing for eternal life. That's how addictions develop. Our flesh is hungering and thirsting to experience God. If our senses aren’t exercised to discern what we’re longing for our bodies can confuse the dopamine released in our brains from earthy things, with the meat that can satisfy. 

Imagine if this is what we were taught in church.bThat we all fell short of the glory of God. By one man Adam death entered the world, and we were all clothed in mortality. And because of that our bodies can feel weakness and fear and anxiety. They can feel pressed in on and confused. But do not be afraid. All those things are only symptoms of being clothed in mortality. Don't be confused by the longing you feel ….. - Dawning of the Day Star 2/25/24

· Prov. 3:3 – bind that truth around your neck…don’t let God’s good opinion of you loosen. // She looked up the word neck. It means the throat as used in illumination to bring up the cud…like chewing the cud. God is saying to take what He says about you and let it come up out of your heart over and over. - Denise Henry 8/31 – Who You Are Is Good
· Prov. 3:5-6 – trust in the lord with all your heart, in all your ways acknowledge him and he will guide your paths
How do we guard our heart? 
Trusting in the Lord with all our heart. What does that mean? We trust in the Lord with our reasoning and belief systems. It boils down to doctrine. The biggest problems are ignorance and apathy. Ignorant doesn’t mean stupid, just you don’t know. Apathy means you don’t care. Was Jesus concerned with doctrine? Yes. He said take my yoke upon you. That word meant philosophy. He was telling us to take his doctrine. 

Anytime we feel offended, that is a huge indication that you need to guard your heart. Your emotions are high, and the devil is trying to come in with a lie. If he can get a lie in there you will live your life through it. 

Lean not unto your own understanding – we lean to our own understanding all the time. We think because we don’t see a guy get healed that healing might not be for everybody. Talked about Job saying the lord giveth and taketh away, Job admits he was wrong later in the book. 

· Don’t let what you see with your eyes impact what you believe about God. The world’s belief system is the devil’s belief system. He doesn’t have to do much anymore because most of the world has his belief system. The devil has a few things he can do to us and they are all internal. He gets his belief system working in our lives. The biggest now is law, that you have to do this and do that. Now he just kicks back. It sounds good, it makes sense to say well we have to go do this and do that, but it’s not. Doing doesn’t make you righteous, that is the devil’s belief system. 

· If you are worshipping the works of your hands whether they are good or bad, that is idolatry. 

· Abe, Ishmael and Isaac example

In all your ways acknowledge him – this filters out false beliefs. If you hear you are cursed because you don’t give, you will believe you are cursed. Christ has redeemed us from the curse. In ALL your ways acknowledge him. Make sure you are hearing grace. If you hear somebody talking about your performance, that is not grace. 
· 2 Cor 10: 4-5 – the weapons of our warfare are not carnal…bringing into captivity every thought. The weapons of our warfare are not to battle things in the external. The devil can’t give you sickness if you know your belief system won’t accept it. The charismatic movement got us out in left field. God says it’s a believing problem. The warfare we are supposed to engage in is in our belief system. Let God be true and every man a liar. God is not putting sickness on anybody. 
· Everything that has gone wrong in your life boils down to a wrong belief.
· The truth doesn’t make you free by itself, you have to know it. 
What you believe about God is what is destroying your life, not what is happening to you. 
Proverbs mentions the heart 81 times. - Guarding Your Heart
· Prov. 3:5-10 - When I was a young man the book of proverbs was my go to book in the Bible. I would read the proverbs every night until I fell asleep. Well anyway back then when I read these verses I thought it was saying I’m supposed to ask God what to do and where to go, and He will tell me what to do and where to go. I’m not saying you can't ask God about things like that, and I’m not saying we can’t hear from God about things like that. God told me it was time to move back to Slidell and I wasn’t even asking. But this verse isn't saying in everything you do ask God what to do, and He will tell you what to do. 

Acknowledging someone here means to commune with them. It means to have an intimate relationship with them. We have intimacy with the Lord by seeing He loves us, and partaking with Him in His life. 1st John says they grabbed ahold of the word of life that is Jesus, and through that they had fellowship with the Father and His love. The way you acknowledge God is you see Him with you to serve you with His life, and you partake with Him in His life. When the psalmist says the Lord is my Shepherd I do not lack. He prepares a table for me in the midst of my enemies, he was acknowledging the Lord. 

What does it mean that He shall direct your paths? The word direct here means for something to be made right, it means to fit or fashion something in a particular way. When the proverbs says God shall direct your path it means God will make your steps straight and the way He makes your steps straight is He fills your steps with His life. 

Your path is your walk. Solomon is saying wherever you are, whatever it is you are doing. Acknowledge the Lord. Remember He is with you. Let your intimacy be with Him and His life. Fear the Lord, meaning set your eyes on God and His life, and He shall direct your paths. Acknowledge God and His life and the strength of His life as your provision, and it will be health for your navel, and marrow for your bones. It will be as a barn filled with plenty and wine presses bursting forth with new wine. Meaning your path will be filled with God's life and His grace and His strength and the fruit of His life. You’ll be blessed going in and blessed going out as it says in Deuteronomy 28. Meaning wherever you go; whatever you do, the grace of God will be the power behind your life.  

The ancient Hebrew pictograph shows the word direct used in proverbs as an infant receiving nutrients through the umbilical cord of the Mother. When Solomon says the Lord will direct your paths it's about the Lord filling you with His grace and His strength and His life everywhere you are and everywhere you go. Solomon is saying acknowledge the Lord is with you, to be your strength and your provision for life, and your steps will be made straight, your heart will be purified from fear and you will be filled with the fruit of the Spirit. It can just as easily say walk in the Spirit.

Example of direct thy paths …. yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for thou are with me Lord. The psalmist path was directed by God. His heart was purified from fear because he walked in the life of God.

As many of you know I’ve taken the last 3 December’s off so I can recharge and be refreshed by the presence of God. Well this year as December was approaching I felt like I was limping to the finish line. Some of you may have noticed me saying how run down I felt. It can be difficult being in ministry preaching what we preach here. It’s not exactly well received. Sometimes you can feel like Elijah where you think you are the only one, and you can feel overwhelmed.

Well this December as I was hanging out with God, walking with Him in the cool of the day. Meeting Him in the garden of my heart. God began tending to the garden of my heart; He began to pull some weeds that had gotten in my heart. And He asked me “Who told you, you were alone Greg ''. “He said even should no one be with you. Even should everyone in the world abandon you, how can you ever be alone? Aren't I with you always. You keep saying how run down you are Greg? Who is doing the work? Is it you who is laboring or is it my life in you?

You see I was in the place where I wasn’t acknowledging God, I was acknowledging myself. I was acknowledging my own ability, or rather my own inability, my own strength, instead of God and the strength in His life. My fear was before myself, kind of like the ten spies sent out to spy out the promised land who came back with a bad report because their own strength was lifted up in their sight. I was filling my belly with the strength of the flesh, and that filled my path with weakness and frustration and stress and the feeling of being overwhelmed. - The Excellency Is of God 1/29/23

· Prov. 4:7 - Understanding isn’t an intellectual understanding, it’s having your eyes opened so you can comprehend God in your life. That’s the power behind words of wisdom and words of knowledge. The reason we are blessed by words of wisdom and words of knowledge is because they are a sign to us that God is active and engaged in our lives. It feels nice to see God working in your life. 

God is always working life in us. I know there’s times we might not think God is working in our lives because we see the world around us perishing. But, the apostle Paul says though our outward man perishes, God is renewing our inward man day by day. We may see the world around us perishing but God is working His life in us every day in the midst of it all. We are the workmanship of God, and we see in Jesus, God is with us, forming His faith within us, helping us to comprehend the height; the breadth; the width of His love for us.

The messages we’ve preached over the years aren't happenstance. The order of the messages isn't just coincidental. It hasn't happened by accident. God's been systematically renewing our minds from the wisdom of the world to the wisdom that is Christ. He’s been growing us up into Himself. He’s been growing us up in the wisdom and stature of sonship. Feeding us with honey and butter, exercising our senses so we can discern that which is unto life and that which is unto death. 

When we first came into a revelation of grace, we were a bit like the Hebrews when God grabbed them by the hand and led them out of Egypt. Our minds were so stained with the strength of the flesh; they were so stained with the strength we see in our own hands and the strength that’s in the things of the world, as if those things were the bread that can feed us with life, that God's been proving our hearts, so our trust would be towards him instead of the strength we see in ourselves and in the world. 

God’s been busy kicking over the idols that climbed into the high places of our hearts so He can fill us with meekness. Meekness as it is defined in the scriptures, is when the strength and ability of God is exalted in your sight instead of the strength and ability you see in yourself and in the world. It's when a person makes nothing of their own strength and the strength in the world, and makes much of the strength of God. It's when a person is no longer taking thought of their own life because their mind is filled with the thought God has taken to give their life the care it needs. It's like with Abraham he did not consider himself or Sarah, or the weakness he saw in them, when he thought of how he will be exceedingly fruitful, rather his thoughts were filled with the strength of God. He was meek.

God poured out the Spirit of His Son into us, working in us the way of the cross, to fill us with meekness. The Foundation of meekness has been laid. We see the cross and think nothing of the strength of the flesh or the strength in the world. But that doesn’t mean strength is not present with us. Biblical meekness is not to be confused with the absence of strength or ability. It's not to be confused with shyness or passivity or being timid. Meekness is not timidity.

There's a metaphor that says meek as a mouse. A mouse is not a proper example of what the Bible is describing when it talks about meekness. In fact biblical meekness produces boldness and confidence. David was the meek when he wrestled the lion and the bear. He was the meek when he looked at Goliath and said who is this uncircumcised philistine speaking against the children of God. There’s a boldness; a confidence that comes upon you when you’re no longer taking thought of the strength and ability you see in yourself but your mind is filled with the strength and the ability contained in the life God has in Himself. - Bold As A Lion 1-15-23

· Prov. 4:20 - The first 10 chapters in Proverbs are not literal, when it talks about the strange woman it’s talking about another way that doesn’t lead to life. Proverbs first 10 chapters are talking about the law and grace. The strength of man and God’s strength. 
Son attend to my word (of my grace) (Prov. 4:20). What is His word? Not the whole Bible. Not law. The law is the ministry of death. God’s word, Acts 14: - gave testimony to the word of his grace. They were speaking grace. The word of his grace. Mercy is exalted above judgment. God loves mercy and grace, not the law. 
Keep my word in the midst of your heart Proverbs 4 goes on to say. Keep grace in the midst of your heart. Grace not only produces fruit but destroys the weeds you may have placed in your heart before. You are not only planting the harvest but destroying the weeds. 
Instead of meditating on the bad thoughts about what are you going to do, you can meditate on how God will supply all your needs, He will keep you in perfect peace, etc. - A Sound Heart
Fellowship – intimacy, union
Man had fellowship with sin bc of the death that was reigning over them from Adam. We were intimate with sin because it was like a husband to us bearing its fruit in us. Sin and man came together and through their intimacy produced fruit and that fruit was death. 
We also have fellowship with sin through our union to a life established in a report about you are what you do. Since we were knowing ourselves by our flesh, we were defining ourselves by what we do, thereby trusting in the works of our own hands in order to partake of life. That is how we fellowship with sin. We were fornicating with sin. Proverbs 8 talks about this, God is saying don’t fellowship with sin. - Why Blood is Needed For Forgiveness In Light of Grace 2/22/15
· Prov. 4:22 - Ps 16:9-10 - The psalmist speaking prophetically by inspiration of the Spirit of the Son says my flesh rests in hope. Now hope is not in the worldly sense where we say maybe it will happen. Biblical hope is a certainty of life and immortality coming to pass.

This is a prophetic psalm giving us a glimpse into the heart of Jesus while he is on the cross. The psalm is speaking of Jesus’ flesh being put to rest as he was crucified and taking the sin and death of the world into himself. Jesus says his flesh was put to rest on the cross by the certainty he would be raised unto eternal life and immortality in his flesh. Jesus says the word of life; the Fathers promise to raise him from the dead and cloth upon him with life put his flesh to rest.

Remember in proverbs 4 God said His word is health and healing to all our flesh. 

What word? The word of life that was manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. That word of life. The word of a life that overcomes sin and death. The certainty of that life coming to pass in me. The certainty that the corruption in my body will be swallowed with incorruption. The certainty that my body will be glorified with the immortality of God satisfies my flesh. It satisfies the longing in my heart. It puts my flesh to rest. It makes my sick heart well and acts as a balm on my flesh calming the motion of sin that was excited in my members by death. 

The word of life that manifested in Jesus is health to all my flesh. The word of life has replaced the fear that was in my heart with the love of God and decorated my flesh with the peace and the love and the joy and the kindness and the patience and the meekness of God. 

A healthy flesh is a flesh that is at rest on account of beholding the certainty of life and immortality in Jesus. When the scripture talks about God's word being health to all our flesh and our flesh being healed it’s talking about our hearts being circumcised from trying to attain to life by our working and our lives being healed from the works of the flesh. 

What does rest in the flesh look like? 

We don’t want to interpret rest through the carnal mind and define it as inactivity. Rest is not about activity or inactivity, it's about the heart behind it.

A person can labor more abundantly than them all and yet still be at rest. And a person can also not labor at all and not be at rest. We can also experience uncomfortableness in our flesh and still be at rest. 

Any labor we do was always meant to be born from having an abundance of life. Any labor we undertake was always meant to be born from a heart that says my cup runneth over instead of a heart that says my cup is half empty. 

Any activity that is born from us trying to gather the peace and the love and the joy and the kindness of God unto ourselves is a symptom of a sick flesh that is not at rest. Any activity or thing we undertake in an attempt to bring ourselves something only God can give us is a symptom of a sick flesh that is taken from rest. - Healing For Our Flesh 10-20-19

· Prov. 6:20-25 - What happens is you feel the groaning within yourself; you can feel a sense of longing for something. Something to make you whole; something to make you complete. Like a hunger or a thirst for something. The exercising of your senses is for you to be able to discern the beauty you’re groaning for, and where it can be found. It’s to discern that you’re longing to touch and to handle and to see the word of life. It’s to be awakened to the likeness of the Father. You discern the burning you feel in your heart, is to see the Father, and His life manifested in you bodily and in the earth. The day dawns, and the Daystar arises in your heart. You see the substance of what you’re longing for in the glorified Jesus, and you see the Father has given you His likeness as a gift in him.

We can see all these things in Jesus on the cross. You can see the exercising of the senses. You can see the fullness of the stature of Sonship. You can see the verses we covered from proverbs 6 last week. It really brings out the Spirit and the richness of the scriptures when we see them come alive in Jesus. Jesus makes the scriptures come alive. Without Jesus revealing the spirit in the scriptures, they become nothing more than dead letters. Jesus is the word made flesh. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are contained in him. All our thoughts about God and the scriptures are meant to be shaped by the word made flesh in Jesus.

The Father’s commandment is life everlasting. It’s a lamp. It shines a light on the desires of your heart. It discerns the beauty you’re groaning for. The law of your mother is the law of the spirit of life. It's the Spirit of truth; the Comforter; the Holy Spirit, discerning the Father in your midst; exercising your senses to discern the likeness of the Father; teaching and instructing you, that the only way to attain to God in your flesh; the only way to touch and to handle and to see God, is to look to the Father to bring forth His likeness in you. 

If we look at Jesus on the cross, his senses were exercised. He wore the Father’s commandment and the law of his mother around his neck. They were a lamp and a light for him in the midst of the valley shadowed by death. They kept him from the evil woman; they kept him from the flattery of the tongue of the strange woman. He didn’t confuse the beauty he saw in the world with the beauty his senses were longing for. 

The cross is the height of sensuality. Sensual simply means of the senses — sight, smell, sound, taste, and touch. Jesus' senses were heightened on the cross. His senses were groaning in travail. The strange woman was there flattering with her words. She was whispering with her smooth tongue. Telling Jesus to come down off the cross. Telling him if he could just save himself from the cross, that would satisfy his groaning/desires. She was trying to get Jesus to labor for the meat that perishes. 

Remember Hebrews 5 says our senses are exercised to discern both good and evil. Proverbs calls the strange woman evil. She’s evil because she points us to the meat that perishes.

Proverbs 6 says the Father’s commandment and thy mother’s law will keep you. They will lead you; they’ll keep you when you sleep. They will keep you when you are awake. They will talk with you. Notice it says they will keep you, not that you will keep them, or that you will keep yourself. - Dawning of the Day Star 2/25/24

· Prov. 7:13-20 - It can be difficult sometimes for us to lay down the life the world offers us because it looks like it can give us intimacy with the fruit of God’s life. The treasure in the world can look like it can feed us with life. We see there are things in the world that are to be enjoyed and we can become confused and be deceived into thinking those things are the treasure that can cause us to know the fruit of the spirit. example of strange woman in proverbs 

It's like with the strange woman in chapter 7 of the book of proverbs. It says she comes to the young man and kisses his face and tells him I have peace offerings with me; this day have I paid my vows. I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. It says with her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.

Now it looks like there is something beautiful to behold in the strange woman. It looks like she can offer pleasures forever more. She is very persuasive.

But proverbs 7 goes on to say those who go after her are like an ox going to a slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; Til a dart strike through his liver, not knowing it will cost him his life. It says she has wounded many, yea many strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death. 

Jesus was taught of the Father and the Holy Spirit. The truth of God’s grace was written on his heart and bound on his neck. He saw the life the world could offer him for what it was. He saw what the world had to offer wasn't a treasure at all. He saw the intimacy it could give him was with death. He saw it could never give him intimacy with God’s life. He wore that around his neck, and it kept him from being led astray by the strange woman. It kept his heart from the world’s folly. 

The cross removes the veil from your eyes. It reveals the strange woman for what she is. It reveals the best that being strong in the world's eyes can give you; the best that being wise in the world's eyes can give you; the best that being noble and esteemed in the eyes of the world can give you, is the cross. The best the world can offer you is the death of the cross. All the world's roads end in the death of the cross. - The Story of the Cross 7/26/20

· Prov. 8 – it’s describing the holy spirit
· Prov. 8:13 – the fear of the lord is to hate evil /// the worshipping and reverence of the lord is to hate evil…pride and arrogance and the evil way and forward way do I hate…that is the evil. What is arrogance? Not saying you have value and worth, it’s to exalt what you think above what God says. 
Satan wasn’t mad at God’s position but at man’s position because we are His prized possession. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 3
· Prov. 9:10 -  says the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Deuteronomy 6 says you shall fear the Lord your God. The fear of the Lord is one of the primary things talked about in the book of Deuteronomy.

So what is the fear of the Lord? What does it mean to fear God?

Are we supposed to be afraid of God? Are we supposed to be walking on eggshells around God? Tip toeing when we are around Him. Is that what it means to fear God? 

Heb 12:28 says Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

The scriptures make a point to differentiate between godly fear and worldly fear. There’s a worldly fear and a godly fear. We don't want to think of godly fear in the same way we think of worldly fear.

The kind of fear that is of the world means to be afraid of someone or something. But, godly fear. The kind of fear that is born of God. The fear and trembling that comes from knowing God does not speak of being afraid of God. Or to live as if you're walking on eggshells with God.  

1st John says God is love in whom there is no darkness. He goes on to say there is no fear in love because fear has torment. 

Now if there’s no fear in love and God is love that means there’s also no fear in God. It means there’s nothing in God that can make a person feel afraid. The only way a person can feel afraid of God is if they aren't seeing Him according to the truth of who and what He is, - Fearing God 3/15/20

· Prov. 13:24 - God doesn't deal with us according to our flesh. He doesn't correct our flesh. He doesn't make demands of us that are based on our flesh or the fruit in our lives. He doesn't speak to what is manifesting in our lives but rather he speaks to the belief in our hearts. 

Prov. 22:5
Prov. 23:13-14

We want to read these verses in the context of the book of proverbs and what the book of proverbs is about.

I don’t know if we’ve thought about it but you can’t save your child from death by giving them a spanking. Neither can you deliver their soul from hell with a spanking.

The book of proverbs was written by Solomon. It began with a Father and mother teaching their son that the truth about God is He is full of grace. It begins with a father and mother teaching their son to take heed and be diligent to their teaching and instruction. 

They were teaching their son that God was full of loving kindness towards him and that his life would prosper in the hands of God's grace.

They tell him to wear the word of God’s grace around his neck so it can keep his heart from the wisdom of the world .... for out of the heart flow the issues of life...... the correction would pertain to the belief of the heart.

Rod of correction does not speak of punishment. It speaks of teaching and instruction. The rod of correction speaks of the teaching of the Father and the instruction of the mother from the beginning of the book of proverbs... and the intent was for the child’s heart to be established in grace.

Do not spare your child the teaching and instruction concerning the grace of God. Do not withhold from them the instruction that the systems of the world cannot serve them with the life they long for. - The Rod of Correction 9/27/20

· Prov. 15:19 - Proverbs will always lead you to the grace of God because that is the wisdom it is talking about
Slothfulness – thorns and briars is what you get by believing in the law, they are shut in by their wrong belief and can’t see the path to God. Slothful comes from the word nothas, it means illegitimate, born from a concubine /// he desires that they be diligent so they would not be an Ishmael - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 12
· Prov. 17:22 - Solomon says a merry heart is like a medicine. He draws a connection between being healthy and the heart. Solomon says in Proverbs 13:12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick: but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life. The Hebrews word for sick is to be weak and diseased. Solomon equates being sick and weak and diseased, to the condition of the heart, not whether a person has a physical illness. 

The book of Proverbs contrasts many times what it is to be healthy, and what it is to be weak and sickly, and its speaking about what’s in the heart. Yes, it has a physical manifestation because as proverbs also says out of the heart flow the issues of life. But that's not to say if you are dealing with a genetic type of illness that you are now the weak and sickly Paul is talking about. A person can be dealing with an infirmity in their flesh or an illness, and not be weak and sickly. 

Example of man without arms and legs ….. Nick Vukicic. I promise you he’s neither weak or sickly. His fellowship isn't with the body of death. He’s discerned the Lord’s body, and that’s made his heart merry. And that's been a medicine.

Proverbs 13:17 says a wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health. Solomon contrasts being full of mischief with being healthy. To be full of mischief is to be weak and sickly. The people Paul describes as weak and sickly in Corinth were full of mischief. They were coming to the gathering to get drunk, and fill their own bellies. They were filled with wantonness. They were filled with lust. They were weak and sickly. - Divine Health 10-15-23

· Prov. 22:15 – the foolishness being talked about there is the wisdom of Satan.
Jesus is the “rod of correction” spoken of in the proverbs 22 verse, it’s a spiritual thing not a physical rod. The rod is a comforting thing.
· Prov. 29:25 – snare of man, message – the fear of human opinion disables, trusting in what God says about us is the antidote for this, just say God convince me of your thoughts towards me - Whose Head Are You Living In 5/31/15
Ecclesiastes 

· Ecc. 3:11 - The Amplified bible says in Ecclesiastes 3:11 that God put eternity in the hearts of mankind. Even if we aren't aware of this dynamic, on a subconscious level we know something's not right if life isn’t present with us. We inherently know we were created to partake of life. That’s why we don’t like death. No one has to teach us not to like tribulation, we just know it’s contrary to us. (Example of armadillo when camping). Anytime we encounter death and tribulation and lack in the earth it tries to testify to our hearts that we aren't as we ought to be.

God works innocence in our hearts by gifting us His life. He bestows His love on us by manifesting His life in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. He stores Himself up as an inheritance for us by raising Jesus, the Son of man, from the dead, having inherited the kingdom of God in human flesh. He declares to us through the gospel we have an inheritance stored up for us in Him. We partake of His life; We partake of Him; We partake of our inheritance, which is God Himself, by the faith that came in Jesus. And the indestructible life of God abides in us; it dwells in us through the Holy Spirit. It keeps our hearts blameless from the accusation that comes from the lack and the death that's in the earth. The voice of accusation no longer has anything in us because the serpent's death has nothing in us, on account of God having justified us with His life, by clothing us in the life of His lamb.

It’s the life of God that works innocence in our hearts. It's the life of God that works in our hearts to acquit us of the accusation that tries to come against us from the death and the lack and the tribulation in the earth. It’s His life given to us as a gift that keeps our hearts blameless in the day of temptation. Possessing the Father’s indestructible life is the only thing that can persuade our hearts that we are as we ought to be. 

Now, the justification that comes from God manifesting His life in the body of Jesus’ resurrection does more than just declare mankind innocent. It declares the innocence of God. I know it can sound strange to say God needed to be justified. But, the serpent didn't just use the death and tribulation in the earth to accuse us. He was also pointing at the death and tribulation in the earth to accuse God to us. Satan knew if He could blaspheme the name of God in our hearts. He knew if He could defile God's goodness in our sight that would keep us from fully giving ourselves over into God’s arms. You cannot give yourself over into another’s arms if you question their ability to care for your life, or you question the integrity in their heart towards your life. God needed to be acquitted in the sight of mankind, so we could trust Him with our lives. - The Justification That Comes From Life 3/13/22

Song of Songs

· Song of Songs 4:1 - The Songs of Solomon – one of Greg’s favorite books, also known as the song of songs
Ch. 4 – verse 1 – behold thou art fair – Jesus talking to us.
This book is in the Bible so we can connect human love to His love for us.
Look what Jesus is saying to us when we understand the representation
This book is supposed to be interpreted as an allegory. God paints the picture between two humans because we are human. He wants us to connect this love for the bride to his love for us. He uses the picture of the wedding ceremony to get this across to us.
On Passover, the Jews read the Song of Solomon, they do it because they understand that God was a husband to them when He brought them out of Egypt.
There are 100’s of verses that talk about the church being the bride of Christ. - N/A
Isaiah
· Is. 1:18-20 – God was telling them to put off the evils they were doing, all of them were the law of Moses, who gave them to them? Why did He hate them? Because they were doing them to try to earn their righteousness. Cleanse your hands from the belief that you can establish your own righteousness. 
Be content with your glory and honor and trust God to exalt you. He has lifted you up. Don’t ask for something from God out of lack but because you want to enjoy it. Don’t let it be from you trying to establish your own glory and honor. - Rich in Faith – Oct 2013
· Is. 9:2 - The child who was born of a virgin is Jesus. But Isaiah says a child will be born of a virgin and his name shall be called Immanuel. Immanuel means God with us, or with us is God. The reason Isaiah says you shall call the child born of a virgin Immanuel is because the birth of this child is a sign from God Himself, that He is with you. 

Isa 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 

Isaiah describes the birth of Jesus as a great light shining upon the people dwelling in the land of the shadow of death. Psalm 23 also mentions the valley of the shadow of death. The psalmist says yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil. Why do they say they will fear no evil? For thou are with me Lord. 

The great light Isaiah says manifested to the people who dwell in the land of the shadow of death is the presence of God Himself. It's the manifestation of God with us. In the Old Testament the presence of God appeared in the earthly tabernacle as a flame of fire, or a great light, as a sign He was dwelling amongst the people. The birth of Jesus in the earth is a great light, it’s a sign to us, that God is with us as we are walking in the valley of the shadow of death.

There's deep significance to the words God with us. There’s a richness there. There's a depth to what it means that God is with us. God with us isn't just a friendly saying. It doesn’t mean God is around somewhere. God with us isn't Gods over there somewhere chilling. When the scripture says God is with us it means that God is intimately involved with our lives. It's that God is presently active in our lives manifesting who and what He is. God isn't a spectator watching us from afar. Who He is and the life He has in Himself manifests everywhere He is. He can't help but Father life everywhere He is. - Keeping Christ in Christmas 1-8-23

· Is. 9:6 - Where sin was abounding, causing death to reign over us, God was made manifest in the flesh so the grace that comes from His life could superabound over the death that was reigning over us. As the apostle Paul says where sin did abound causing death to reign over us, grace did much more abound. As Isaiah says though our sin was as red as crimson God made it as white as snow. 

Isaiah says a child will be born, and this child will be God Himself manifested in human flesh. He will be with mankind as their Prince of peace. He is with us to accomplish our warfare by joining Himself together with us in our death, so He can bruise the death that is bruising us with the light of His life. He will be a wonderful counselor to us. He is with us to comfort us from our affliction. He will testify to our hearts of what He has done to war against death in the resurrection of Jesus. God Himself is with us as Everlasting Father. He’s with us to serve us with His life free from our works. He’s with us to pick us up out of the miry clay where the thief left us for dead, and fill us with the wine of His life, and make a place for us in His house, where He sits us at his table and prepares a feast full of life for us.  

The reason a government exists is to establish a certain kind of life for the people to partake of. Should a government be established properly it would be there for the purpose of serving the people with a quality life. 

God hasn’t left it to us to establish a government that can serve us with a righteous life. He’s not interested in us being left sweating from our brow trying to bring forth a righteous life by getting the right mix of carnal ordinances and proper legislation. What He wants is to serve us with His life, and we simply live and move and have our being within the life He already provides for us. 

God has taken it upon Himself to establish a government to provide us with a righteous life. He has established a government that can serve us with righteousness upon the shoulders of His indestructible life. He’s built a government where the only law that is needed to serve people with righteousness is the word of His life. - The Story of the Incarnation 12/27/20	

· Is. 9:6-7 - Isaiah says the birth of Jesus will be a sign to us that God is with us intimately involved with us, actively participating in our lives now and forevermore, as Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Wonderful Counselor: Jesus says for judgment he is come into the earth, meaning he is come to heal our blindness. The birth of Jesus is God with you now and forevermore, counseling you, teaching you, interceding on your behalf, showing you that you are not an orphan left alone to nurture yourself unto life. Showing you God’s righteousness towards your life, to exalt your life above the sin and death in this world. The birth of Jesus is the declaration God is with you sanctifying His name in your heart, opening your eyes to the truth that He has drawn near to you to be the Father you need, to give your life the care it needs, healing you from all the diseases of death, sin tries to serve you with.

The Mighty God: Mighty meaning possessing the ability to forgive sin. Possessing the ability to send the destruction that is come upon your life from sin, away from you. Only God can forgive sin.

To call someone mighty God is to say they can accomplish your warfare. They possess the ability to superabound over the death sin is causing to reign over you. When Jesus heals the sick by sending sin away from them He is mighty God. When Jesus came out of the grave having conquered death in the flesh he was mighty God. When Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit into you, sealing your life from the death and tribulation in the world he is mighty God. - Keeping Christ in Christmas 1-8-23

· Is. 11:1-4 - Rod of correction does not speak of punishment. It speaks of teaching and instruction. The rod of correction speaks of the teaching of the Father and the instruction of the mother from the beginning of the book of proverbs... and the intent was for the child’s heart to be established in grace.

Do not spare your child the teaching and instruction concerning the grace of God. Do not withhold from them the instruction that the systems of the world cannot serve them with the life they long for.

Example of parents in Deuteronomy told to teach their children they were fruitful not by strength of their own hand but by the strength of God's hand.

Now if you read in Isaiah 11.... it describes Jesus as the rod of correction. 

Is. 11:1-4

Our understanding was darkened by the death that entered the earth through Adam. Death gave birth to the carnal mind in us. And it left us living as if we were orphans in the earth, without someone to father our lives. We were living as if we were left to nurture ourselves unto life; left to carry the weight of comforting ourselves and providing ourselves with peace and love and joy. 

God saw the fear of death was tormenting us. He saw the death in the earth is beating us and bruising us. He saw the sorrow it was filling us with. He saw we were brokenhearted. So He wanted to help us in our joy. He wanted to help us along the way to experiencing His joy.

He comes to us with Jesus, the rod of His correction. He comes to correct the belief in our hearts. He teaches us we are not orphans left in the earth. He reveals Himself as our Father. He reveals it is His good pleasure to Father our lives by raising Jesus, as the Son of man, from the dead ...... He teaches us at the cross the systems of the world cannot father a life for us. He reveals that the world cannot provide us with the life and the safety we desire. He does all this to heal our broken hearts and make our joy full.

Example of correction: Adam thinking he must cloth himself. The lambskin God clothed Adam in was the rod of correction. God chastened Adam with the lamb.

Example of woman caught in act of adultery

This woman was living as if she had to carry the burden of her own life. She was living as if she was left to comfort herself, and gather peace to herself. Now because of that she was fornicating with her flesh. She was committing adultery on God because her intimacy was with her own works instead of the work of God.

Jesus is there with her. Jesus is the rod of correction. But notice he didn't correct her behavior. Jesus didn’t see her behavior as the problem. He didn’t see the fruit manifesting in her life as the thing to address. He saw the belief in her heart was in need of correction. So .... What he did is He revealed the goodness of God towards her. He revealed God was with her to comfort her from her affliction. He revealed God was with her to Father her life by removing the sentence of death that was hanging over her, and sending away the accusations that stood against her. He was correcting the belief in her heart that she had to carry the burden of caring for her own life by revealing God was with her to be a Father to her and to care for her life. 

Go and sin no more is speaking of the belief in the heart. Go and no longer live as if you are an orphan without someone to father your life. - The Rod of Correction 9/27/20

· Is. 14:11-14 - Satan wants us to focus on our behavior. He will use everything he can, even something that looks good to try to get you to do it. He wants you to focus on what you should do to become a good Christian. 	
Isaiah 14:11-14 – talks about Satan, tho has sent in thine heart, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. The stars of God are us. Satan determined to be above us. How? He subtly lured us into his belief system which says what you do is what you are because you are not like God but you can if you do this. 
What happens when you try to be like Jesus? You start watching how long you pray…that is not Godly. You keep track of how much Bible you read, then judge others if they are not. You look at how much you give at church. This gets knitty gritty…did you do enough…this is Satan’s belief system…you will never do enough. 
You can feel free to be who you are bc God made you good.
Sometimes we get frustrated about not seeing fruit, so then we try to do more in our own power. This is all self-focused and takes your eyes off of Jesus. 
Jesus was righteous because he believed right, not his actions. It’s not that he did everything right. - What Would Jesus Do, Nothing (Denise Henry) 5/16
· Is. 14:12-13 – how art thou fallen from heaven Lucifer…he said I will ascend above the heights and be like the most high // this is describing what happened between the angels and God.
The purpose of Satan is to exalt himself above us. 
Why does Satan purpose to do this? We are the last thing God created. Then he blessed us. It’s like God saying to Adam you are my beloved son in whom I am well pleased. When He called Adam son He put all of creation at subjection to man. Everything is under the rule and government of Christ. - Why Man Needs To Be Saved 4/19/2015
· Is. 33:22 - A lawgiver isn’t someone who gives you rules to follow, it's someone who teaches you the way unto eternal life. It's someone who teaches and instructs you about the way to inherit the kingdom of heaven in your physical body and in the earth. 

When Isaiah says a lawgiver will come out of Zion he is saying the doctrine of God concerning the way you can inherit the kingdom of God will come out of Zion. Jesus is that lawgiver. And the sermon on the mount is his doctrine.

Jesus is God's doctrine. His doctrine dropped like rain on dry bones. Making the dead come alive. Refreshing those who were living by the sweat of their brow. Giving rest to those who heard they must sow the strength contained in their own hand to reap the kingdom of heaven. - My Doctrine Shall Drop As The Rain 5/17/20

· Is. 38:17 – God has turned his back on our sins and iniquities. When we turn our back we can’t see who’s behind us. When the woman touched his garment he asked who touched him. 
If someone lacks Godly qualities it’s because they have forgotten they were forgiven. If we want people to do more, and be more godly, remind them they have been forgiven.
A person who knows they have been forgiven much, loves much. The more you realize how much you have been forgiven, the more you love. This is not elementary. This is the power of the Gospel. - N/A
· Is. 40:3 – also talking about John the Baptist, this is the one who would make straight the paths of Jesus coming. How? He preached repentance from following a system of works to get right with God. 
Start relating to God the way He relates to you. He thinks you’re acceptable, if you don’t think you are it’s going to create a problem. 
The main thing people come against grace preachers with is that they should preach more repentance. Every message he preaches is about turning away from the works of your own hands (law) and turning toward God. That is the NT ministry. That is what will remove the obstacle from ppl. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
· Is. 40:11 - A shepherd loves the lives of the sheep. They think of the lives of the sheep above their own lives. A shepherd. A real shepherd that is. A good shepherd dedicates their lives to the care of the sheep, and keeping the sheep from any harm that could come to them. 

They are completely immersed in the care of the sheep. Every imagination of their heart is of the sheep and caring for their lives.

A good Shepherd would rather die themselves than allow harm to come to their sheep. They don’t just tend to the sheep. They lay down their lives for the care of the sheep. They take such great care of the sheep they would not even allow a blemish or a spot to come upon the sheep. They care for the sheep in such a way that the sheep do not even suffer a scrape, much less a broken limb. - The Good Shepherd 8/16/20

· Is 42:21 – the lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake…he will magnify the law and make it honorable // honorable means majestic, noble. This is Isaiah prophesying about Jesus coming. The way he magnified the law was showing that He was the law. 
Everything that was spoken in the prophets was pointing to Him…look to him and his resurrection as the light to your feet for eternal life and not the letter of the law. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Is. 43:18-19 - I love that Jay brought up Isaiah 43 in his message last week. Isaiah 43:18-19 says Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 

Isaiah was prophesying of the coming exile where Israel would be taken captive from their land by Babylon. There's a lot we can say about this prophecy but with respect to the entire Spirit of Prophecy these verses are pointing to Jesus and the work God would do through Alpha and Omega to make a new creation.
God speaking through Isaiah says do not think of the land from which you are exiled, the land that death and destruction has come upon. Do not think of that city as if the provision for life is found there. I will serve you with my life, whether you are in the land or not. I will establish a new city, a heavenly city in the earth, one that is under the reign of an indestructible life. Let your mind be filled with the new Jerusalem, where heaven and earth are made one, and sin and death are erased from the history books. Let your mind be filled with the new creation and the new man. 

The former things is the old man whose life is but dust, and is perishing. The former things is an earth that is being shadowed with death. The former things is a corruptible life. The former things is death, and the body of death that sin built. 
 - God’s Resolution 1/9/22

· Is. 52:14 – he was marred beyond recognition, you couldn’t even tell he was a man. - The Power of The Resurrection
· Is. 53:3 – (talking about Jesus on the cross) he was despised and rejected of men. Something Jesus did by entering into our history was carrying our griefs and sorrows. One of those lies is that God forsook us. 
Jesus showed us what we thought about ourselves on the cross. Now we can have the true picture of who we really are so He could forever become our truth. 
Don’t think of Jesus’ life as some story. See ourselves in that story and redeeming us from the lie. See him stepping into our darkness and shining light. 
Jesus is our history. He is our point of reference. He is our beginning and end. We began in Him and we will finish in Him. 
We are complete in Him. In Him, dwells the Godhead bodily. 
He would rather die our death and go through hell than forsake us. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Is. 53 3:4 – Jesus on the cross // we hid our faces from him…we esteemed him the stricken of God.
· Despised and rejected of men not God. 
· A man of sorrow, acquainted with grief, we hid our faces from him. Man hid their faces from God, not God. 
· We despised him, we said he wasn’t godly.
· Born our griefs and sorrows. Who’s? Ours or God’s griefs and sorrows?
· We esteemed him stricken – We forsook him, we hid our faces, then we concluded that it was God. - Did Jesus Really Believe God Forsook Him? 10/18/15
· Is. 53:4 - Isaiah says Jesus carried our griefs and our sorrows. Isaiah says it was mankind who hid their faces from Jesus, not the Father. We were dying from the bite of the serpent. The Father sent the Son because the Father desires to heal us from the bite of the serpent. The Father sent His only begotten Son into the world. Jesus absorbs the bite of the serpent into his body on the cross, so the Fathers desire to crush the serpent's head can be satisfied. - A Sweet Smelling Savior 7/22/24

· Is. 53:4 - Shame doesn't just come out of nowhere. It’s the fruit of an accusation. Shame is the result of seeing something in yourself that’s inconsistent with what you say is good and right, and then that thing speaks an accusation to you. There’s an accusation present at the cross trying to fill Jesus full of shame and fear, just like the first Adam. Isaiah says Jesus carried our griefs and our sorrows. The kings of this world crucified the Lord of glory. The accusation at the cross is to look at the death manifesting in your body. It’s not right. You are the smitten and stricken of God. 

Jesus knew the death of the cross couldn't separate him from the love of the Father. As the apostle Paul says nothing can separate me from the love of God. Neither peril or sword or famine or death. Paul wrote this because he was planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death, and he wanted the church at Rome to have fellowship with the sufferings of Christ. He wanted them to fellowship with the heart of the Son, as he was being crucified on the cross, so the Spirit of the Son could endure in them, as they walk in this world, themselves being planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death, by partaking with Jesus in his faith, that the life of Christ might also be made manifest in them. 

Jesus knew nothing could separate him from the Father’s love, not even the sin and death manifesting in him on the cross. Jesus knew nothing could keep him from life. Greater is the Father that dwelled in him, than the prince of this world. It’s because of that Satan had nothing in Jesus; it’s because of that Satan's accusation had nothing in Jesus. And that's how Jesus overcame Satan; that's how he overcame the accusation of the evil one, on the evil day. As it is written, he was more than a conqueror through the Father who loved him. This is what it means that Jesus endured the cross, despising the shame. The shame of the cross; the serpent's accusation had nothing in Jesus because his dwelling place was the love of the Father. - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· Is. 53:5 - What about the chastisement of Jesus in Is. 53? This verse is not teaching God had to punish Jesus. Is 53 & 54 are beautiful pictures Greg said and the devil has tried to pervert them
Is. 53:5 – God was not at war with man. Is. 54 talks about His everlasting kindness. Without beginning or end, perpetual. However we interrupt this verse must be in His everlasting kindness. God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. Some say that except with what He thinks about man. 
This was talking about the belief man had in their heart being chastised in what happened on the cross. 
The word chastisement in the Hebrew speaks of correction. The talks about the belief of man being chastised. 
GLT – Greg’s Literal Translation Is. 53:5 – an easier way to understand this verse would be “The correction of our belief was upon Jesus. The correction of the persuasion in our heart that could make us whole could be seen in Jesus. The correction that would come to our belief was in the death Jesus died unto sin. Man had a wrong way of believing and it needed to be corrected. That is chastisement. 
In Jesus dying on the cross it chastised our belief. - N/A
· Is. 53:6 – talks about the price Jesus paid for our righteousness. He paid a hefty price. 
The problem in the body of Christ is we do not know how righteous we are. All these things come against us and they are contrary to righteousness. We need to condemn that word of condemnation that comes against us and say no I’m the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Don’t accept these things that come against you, condemn them. Awake to righteousness and then you will not sin. Whenever you receive condemnation it keeps you asleep to righteousness. - Established In Righteousness
· Is. 53:7 - Jesus looked like a lamb being led away for the slaughter. He looked like he was alone without a shepherd to care for his life.

Isaiah 53 says Jesus was as a lamb being led away to the slaughter. As a sheep is dumb before its shearers. Jesus opened not his mouth. 

To be a lamb led away for the slaughter means to be without a shepherd. The only way a lamb could be led away for a slaughter is if they are without a shepherd. But we know Jesus wasn't without a shepherd. If you read the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament, which was written in 300 BC, Isaiah 53 goes on to say it pleased God to cleanse Jesus from the wound of death that was upon him at the cross. The reason Jesus didn’t open his mouth to defend himself is because he knew the Father was the Shepherd of His life. - The Good Shepherd 8/16/20

· Is. 53:10-11 - We live in a world that is shadowed by death. That death is all the time wanting to uncover our nakedness and work condemnation in our hearts. Jesus is our propitiation, Jesus is our mercy seat. Jesus is the place where we can see God's eyes have always been full of mercy towards us. We see Jesus and we see we have an advocate in the Father. We see the Father has bound death once for all time in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

Propitiation is about God being our advocate against death. It's about God wanting to purify our hearts from fear. We see Jesus is sinless, cleansed from the wound of death, never to be able to be touched by death or corruption again. And we see as Jesus is now, so are we in this world. If Jesus has been cleansed from sin then so have we. We see that even though we do not yet see our flesh glorified with God’s life. We know that now we are the Sons of God, we know that when we see Jesus we will see the same life and immortality in our bodies that we see in Jesus. This revelation works to keep our hearts pure from the fear that's in the world because of death. It perfects the love of God in our hearts. And the gates of death. The death that's in the world cannot prevail against us. It can no longer fill our hearts with fear because we know we are sinless, cleansed from death, even as Jesus is! Glory to God.

Jesus is not only the appeasing of our sin and the sin of the world. He satisfied God's desire to love us. Jesus is the propitiation for the Father’s love for the world. That’s why the sacrifice of Jesus is a sweet smelling savor to the Lord. That’s why Isaiah says God shall see Jesus bruised by the serpent on the cross and shall be satisfied. - Jesus is the Propitiation for the Fathers Love for the World 5/16/21

· Is. 53:11 – KJV – he shall see the travail of his soul, he shall bear their iniquities. This is talking about God the Father looking at His son. This is not saying that God was happy that Jesus was in pain. Then in unloading this on Jesus He felt relief. God was not holding back his anger and then when Jesus came He said ah, now I can rest and relax. Not like putting out flames with water. It’s no good this way.
What does Isaiah mean here then. He says the reason he’ll be satisfied is because it will justify many. Because in what's happening on the cross, many will be justified. - Is Atonement the Punishment or Favor of God?
· Is. 54:1-8 - Israel was supposed to be fruitful … meant to priests to the world, and through that the gentiles would come to God. But, Israel didn’t know God … they went a whoring after other gods …. God says in spite of that He will fulfill His promise to make them fruitful. He will bring in the gentiles through Jesus, the Son of David. But remember this is also a shadow pointing to mankind and God, and Him making us fruitful, even when we were barren ….
For a small moment I have forsaken thee … In a little wrath I hid my face from you …

Forsaken … to let loose; set free, let go, free … definition number 2 is to restore, repair Strongs .. to loosen, that is relinquish, permit - commit self, fortify, help, leave, refuse.

Letting loose … picture what it looks like for God to let us loose in Hosea …
2c2) to deliver one to be taught, molded

to deliver as a matter of injunction, instruction, etc., 

Define wrath …. Isaiah gives a good definition … it doesn’t necessarily mean to be angry. It means to hide your face, or to let someone loose to have what it is they are pining for. The hiding of the face is in the sense of judging for something or against something. Paul describes wrath in Romans 2 as God rejecting the idea that mankind can be exalted unto life by worshiping the works of their own hands. He says when they refused to be persuaded and worshiped the creature instead of the creator, God gave them over to the reprobate mind. Meaning God let them loose to have what they wanted. - N/A

· Is. 54: 7-8 - If we say Jesus believed God forsook him then we are saying Jesus didn’t have faith. We are saying Jesus didn’t abide in the love of the Father. Those are contradictions to say he abided in his love but thought God forsook him. If he believed what Adam believed, that God forsook him, that would mean he was a sinner. He came to crush the lie that God had forsaken man, to crush the head of the serpent. 
Is. 54: 7-8 – for a small moment have I forsaken thee, but will great mercy…everlasting kindness will I have mercy on you. // These verses are the ones people use for the doctrine of God forsaking Jesus. 
Bring in the whole counsel of God to interrupt verses. Before you try to understand what the verse is saying you have to accurately define forsake and wrath…not what man thinks but what the Bible defined them as. If you misunderstand one of the definitions of the word your whole understanding will be born from a false interpretation. 
Define the heart and motivation of God behind everything he did in Christ and him crucified. If we don’t understand the heart of God then we will come out with the wrong interpretation. 
GLT – Greg’s Literal Translation – for a small moment I have let you loose, but this is part of me gathering you to myself and my unhappiness through your fornication with the flesh, I have let you loose for a little while to let you have the flesh that you wanted but with everlasting kindness 
Forsaken in verse 7 is equivalent to hid my face – also similar to what the word wrath means – one of the biggest problems we have is the way we define forsaken in the English language as opposed to the Hebrew way – English means to give up, renounce, leave altogether, to abandon. For a small moment contradicts forsaken – for a small moment in Hebrew means an insignificant thing, something of small consequence…the whole truth in these verses is his gathering us with his great mercies. 
Hebrew translation of forsaken – let loose, set free, let go, to relinquish someone, to permit someone to do what they desire to do, let someone go free. // Notice how none of that has anything to do with abandoning man. 
GLT again – for a small moment I have let you loose, set you free, relinquished you to have what your desire is unto but this is all part of me gathering you unto myself. 
The stumbling block to us being able to understand these verses is operating from a place where forsaken means abandoned…the motivation of what God has done here is to gather us with great mercy. 
The heart of God letting us loose for a little while is to reveal to man that the strength of the flesh is not the way to life. To reveal to man that the persuasion that says I can have life by my ability is not of God. This is in order to save man from sin and death. Anger is not the motivation of God here. 
Hebrew word everlasting – look at this to define the kindness of God – forever, perpetual, old, long time, always, indefinite, eternity. // Saying that this kindness is perpetual, without beginning or end, unceasing, doesn’t start and stop, was all from the beginning. Everything he does is born from this everlasting kindness. He’s not like a kid who gets upset and makes angry decisions. This is here to give shape to how we interrupt the forsaking, it must be a manifestation of his everlasting kindness towards man. 
Notice it doesn’t say his kindness left for a while. When God shows up, kindness shows up. 
Example of if he loves his wife but she thinks life is found with another man…will you lock her up in the basement? No. You can’t force your will on her, even if you love her with all your heart. Eventually you will have to let her loose even if you know that man can never bring her life. You can’t stop her from going. God didn’t have a choice in the matter…that’s where we were going. His motivation in letting her loose is not to abandon her but that she will realize this guy can’t give her love and will return to him. - The God Who Never Forsakes 10/25/15
· Is. 54:9 – I swore that I would never rebuke you…he’s sworn He is not angry with you.
We lost sight of this bc we judge ourselves by our right and wrongs
Again Christianity is realizing who God really is and who we really are and Christ and Him crucified will show you that. The proof of who we are is Christ….part of that happening was so that God could say, look at who you are. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 13
· Is. 54:10 – so have I sworn that I will never be angry with us or rebuke us. 
Why do we hear so much stuff about the Lord being angry? That contradicts the marriage covenant and the rights of the bride. 
Say I do by believing in His works. - The Bride Of Christ
· Is. 54:14 – you shall be established in righteousness – we thought we had to establish ourselves in righteousness. When you know that you are as you ought to be there is rest from oppression. The word righteousness means you are as you ought to be. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15
· Is. 54:17 - No weapon formed against me shall prosper. Why does it seem like the weapon is prosperous? The enemy comes to steal the word.
He will show what is connected to him. There is something that sets the boundary for no weapon to prosper against you. 
Isaiah 53 & 54 – Isaiah 54:14 – in righteousness tho shall be established. This is the key. Establish yourself in righteousness to see that no weapon shall prosper.
Isaiah goes on to some of the promises – free from fear, etc. 
What is righteousness? Who’s righteousness? Whenever the Bible talks about righteousness it talks about God’s kind of righteousness, not man’s. - Established In Righteousness
· Is. 54:17 – no weapon formed against you shall prosper – this righteousness is from him, not us trying to be a good Christian by what we do. It doesn’t bring peace, it brings fear, guilt, etc. The only place we can get our righteousness from is from God as a free gift. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15
· Is. 54:13-17 - The condemning voice comes when we see distress in the earth, and we see the fruit of death all around us instead of the fruit of life. God just said through Isaiah sing ye that were barren. Barrenness speaks of death. It speaks of being dead in sin. The condemning voice was on account of the barrenness they saw. God manifested His life inside of the body of Jesus’ death so our hearts would condemn the voice that comes from the death and distress in the earth … and we be delivered from evil. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Is. 55:1 - Isaiah 55 says everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

The treasure or the gold we can have from Jesus for free is the life he has in himself seated at the right hand of God. It's the eternal life he has in Himself. And the riches he has in himself to give has been tried by the fire. It’s pure, it's incorruptible. Moth and rust cannot corrupt it. - What is the Mark of the Beast 4/19/20

· Is. 55:1 - When babies are born they need milk before they can digest solid foods. The milk exercises their digestion, until they are strong enough to be able to handle solid food. In the same way we can't eat the strong meat until our senses are exercised to discern the meat that endures unto eternal life, from the meat that perishes. Just as a baby needs to be conditioned to be able to eat solid food. Our senses must be conditioned to partake of strong meat. Our senses need to be conditioned to perceive what they are yearning for. They need to be conditioned to know what is strong meat and what isn’t strong meat. You can’t partake of strong meat unless your senses are first exercised to perceive what the strong meat actually is, and the market place where it’s found. You can’t get strong meat in Babylon. Jesus says buy of me gold tried in the fire. Isaiah 55 says, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, and he that has no money; come, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend money for that which is not bread? And your labor for that which does not satisfy? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. - Dawning of the Day Star 2/25/24

· Is. 58:3 - describes fasting as afflicting your soul and ceasing from your own labors to gather life to yourself. Verse 13-14 of Isaiah 58 goes on to say the fast God has chosen is to delight yourself in the sabbath, which means to delight yourself in the work of God to serve you with life, and that puts your flesh to rest. - Help For Unbelief 8/15/21

Jeremiah
· Jer. 17:5 - The guilt has got to be removed in order for us to feel like we can hang out with God. That is what He wants. He wants to hang out with us and he doesn’t want us to feel guilty.
Jeremiah 17:5 – cursed be the man that trusts in man. That is a heart that departs from the Lord. How do we make flesh our arm? By trusting in our own strength for salvation. When we look at our flesh to determine if we are right with God we are making flesh our strength.
God had a problem. People would not trust God unless they would give up on themselves. That’s where the law came in.
Because we are obsessed with right and wrong, we think God is. The commandments weren’t there in the Garden…they are not the source of our life.
Depression is a symptom not a root. It comes from not believing that you are as you ought to be.
The law was given to shut people up about saying how much better they are than others. If you have transgressed one you’ve transgressed them all. God wanted us to see us all on the same level. If you think you’re better than others then you can’t really love them.
In order of Melchizedek means the opposite of Levi. Melchizedek blessed Abe. Under this order there was only blessing and it was not based on his works.
Christ has come so we are in a perpetual state of rest. There is no more sowing and reaping. In the OT, they did not sow and reap on the Sabbath. Just believe what He says about you is true and you rest in that. 
God’s relationship with people was based on His relationship with the High Priest. If we say we are not in right standing with God we are saying Jesus is not our High Priest. This is an anchor for our soul. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 14
· Jer. 17:7-8 - This scripture compares people to trees whose leaves are always green and never withering away. They prosper in all things. 

Jeremiah 17 says they cannot be scorched by the heat. They do not cease in yielding fruit, even in the year of drought. Trees of righteousness have been planted near an unquenchable river by God. 

The scorching heat, and the drought are references to the tribulation in the world. Just as the scorching heat can cause green leaves to wilt away and the year of drought can cause a tree to cease in yielding fruit, the tribulation in the earth wants to cause our lives to wilt away and keep us from yielding fruit. 

The people who do not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of the scornful. But, instead delight themselves in the law of the Lord. They are the ones whose lives always prosper and do not cease in their fruitfulness. They are the ones whose lives do not wilt away under the scorching heat of tribulation.

The ungodly are those who are working their dying bodies to try and produce the fruit of God’s life. They look to the strength contained in their own hand to be decorated with God’s life.

A sinner is someone who rejects the gift of life. They reject the blessing God has conveyed to them in Jesus, the firstborn from the dead. In the same way Esau sold the blessing of the firstborn for what he could get from one morsel of meat. A sinner is someone who trades the blessing of eternal life for the life they can gain from the strength of the flesh.

The scornful are those who mock God. They do not delight themselves in His teaching about the way to inherit eternal life. His instruction concerning eternal life is not a sweet honeycomb to them. - Trees of Righteousness 8/30/20

· Jer. 17:9 – the heart is deceitful, who can know it. /// Calvinist preach that man is wicked, but it says the heart of man is wicked and deceitful, what is heart talking about, the core of our belief system. Jeremiah is saying that the logic of man is abundantly wicked. Our belief system has become corrupted. 
If you download a virus on your computer it becomes sick and cannot function properly. In the garden we downloaded a virus that makes us sick. 
Jesus is the very logic about who mankind is. Jesus is the thing that describes God but also the thing that describes us. 
Satan isn’t running around doing things to you, he is only trying to supplant this false belief system which will bring forth the type of life he wants you to have.
If you believe the word of God about your life then you can have the type of life that was created for you from the beginning. - How The Gospel Works
· Jer. 29:11 - The life of God is not only the fruit that manifests but also what he thinks and feels. 
Thoughts of peace of not and evil…Jeremiah…this is when man was in their sin.
When you can think what God thinks about you, then you can feel what God feels for you when he thinks of you.
When you can feel what God feels when he thinks of us, it can give birth to the fruit of his life in us. This is the process of how it works. 
The correct thought of who you are will give birth to the correct feeling to that guy as Father which will produce the correct fruit that you were created to experience in your life and you won’t enlist your own strength to give you life. 
You can’t experience the life of God until you feel what He feels. He sent Jesus so you could do this. - The Life Of A Son 7/12/15
· Jer. 29:11 - It’s like what God says in Jeremiah 29:11 when He says I know the thoughts I have for you; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

It does something for us to see what the outcome of our lives will be. It gives a stability to our lives. It removes the unknown. It brings forth order in our lives. It gives us a peace and a safety. It hides us in the cleft of the rock; it hides us in the bosom of the Father. We don't like it when things are chaotic and out of control. We don't like it if we’re not sure if our life matters. We find comfort in knowing how things will go. There’s studies that show children who have a set meal time and bed time are much happier. The reason is there's a peace and a safety with them knowing how things will go. It removes the burden of carrying the weight of their own lives. People are always trying to figure out what they’re meant for and what life is all about. People go to ancestry.com just to try and find out something about their lives. We think if we can somehow ascertain where we’re from, we’ll know where we’re going, and find peace and stability for our lives. Because of that Paul says God made His thoughts known to us in Christ.

God's will did not begin when sin entered the earth. God's will is from the beginning, and has never changed. I know this can be surprising to hear but the gospel does not begin with the sin of the world. What God purposed to do in Christ does not find its beginning with the sin of the world. The sin of the world isn't the Father of God's passion. The gospel isn’t the message of what God’s done because of sin. Sin being removed as far as the east is from the west is just a byproduct of God being Himself, and following the passion that's been in His heart from the beginning, when he said let there be light. God didn't send Jesus to deal with sin per se. Yes, Jesus dealt with sin. But the reason Jesus dealt with sin is because it stood opposed to the passion that’s always been in God's heart. So really Jesus came to accomplish what God purposed in Himself from the beginning, and since sin and death entered, and tried to stand opposed to God's dream, Jesus was brought forth from the Father to conquer sin and death in the flesh, and in creation, in order to accomplish what the Father, Son, and Spirit purposed in their hearts from the beginning, when they said let there be light. 

Not even sin and death can get in the way of God loving you unto life. Can you imagine sin and death getting in the way of God being Himself? 

There's a baseball player named Manny Ramirez. He’s retired now. Several years back a reporter interviewed him after a game, and asked him about all the amazing things he did in the game. His response has always made me laugh. He told the reporter that’s just Manny being Manny. 

God’s passion to lay down His life for you isn’t just because of sin. God's love didn’t become self-sacrificial once sin entered in. God's love has always been self-sacrificing. His passion was always to lay down His life for you. He’s always been other centered. He’s always been other focused. He doesn’t think about sin like human beings do. When He finds someone in sin, he’s not self focused. He’s focused on them and their hurt and their pain. He’s focused on the passion He feels in His heart to empty Himself for them. - Seeing The End From The Beginning 1/28/24

Ezekiel

· Ez. 1:1 - God calls Ezekiel son of man over a 100 times. Son of man is not something Jesus was using to call himself the Messiah, he was telling us about his humanity, so they can connect their identity to them and he can connect his identity to them. He can only lead them out of darkness if they can identify with him.
You will never believe you are going where He is unless you connect with him and understand we are just like Him.
God has expressed his belief about the human race in Jesus. When God made Adam he expressed himself in the form of a human. He made man as a representative figure of who He is. God had anything at His disposal but found nothing better than a human being. This is how God chose to describe Himself. This is the expression of His image. Jesus said if you have seen me you've seen the Father. Jesus was a human being, God is not a human being but trying to connect our origin to God. That is where we have come from. 
The key to conquering the purpose of Satan is to understand and connect your identity to its true origin and where it has come from. 
If a human being is not an accurate representation of God, then how could Jesus who is God remain a human being for all eternity? 
Jesus wasn’t just building his church on the revelation that He is the son of God. He was building it on the revelation that He was the son of God, and also us being human beings are the sons and daughters of God. 
I will build the church on those who are called out from the world, called out from the darkness about the truth of your identity, that is what the church is, that is why the church is built on this revelation that we being human beings are the sons and daughters of God. Jesus called Peter out from the world by showing him who he really is.
God has declared it lawful that we are one with Him. It is unlawful to say we are not one with God. This is the msg the church will be built on. - Binding and Loosing
· Ez. 14:9 - If you study Hebrew idioms, and the use of Hebrew verbs throughout the scriptures. You can find several instances where the Hebrew verbs express giving someone over to something they willed, and not a direct action from God. 

Jeremiah 4:10, “ ‘Lord God, surely thou hast greatly deceived this people’: i.e., thou hast given this People over to be greatly deceived, by the false prophets….’ ” Ezekiel 14:9 is also given as an example of this type of usage: “ ‘If the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the Lord have deceived that prophet’: i.e., I have given him over to deceive himself. When the text says God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, it means God gave pharaoh over to what he wanted to believe in his heart.

God's will is for mankind to find their conclusion in His likeness. If there are those who despise the riches of His Grace, and fashion themselves as vessels fitted for wrath, can God not still use them to demonstrate His glory. What if God was long suffering not willing for them to perish, but they continuously stood against His Grace. Is God unrighteous if He uses their rejection of Him to demonstrate the power of His grace. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Ez. 16:4-5 - There are 100’s of verses that talk about the church being the bride of Christ.
Ezekiel 16 – the whole wedding ceremony is put before our eyes.
When Jesus saw us, he knew that he had to have us. God said that’s your bride, go get her. This is the price (the cross).
One of the Lord’s names is the Lord our Righteousness. We become one with that and take on his name through this marriage union.
He stepped up to the altar and said I do. He entered into a marriage covenant with us. And we became His. 
All the promises are yes and amen, because we have become one flesh with him.
The devil wants you to think you are dirty. Jesus has cleansed us.
Look at how many times He said I did this and I did that…nowhere does it say we did anything.
The church is by and large saying you need to wash yourself before you come to church but Christ worked for us and earned our righteousness for us. - The Bride Of Christ
· Ez. 16:6-8 - God made a vow to mankind, but we committed adultery on God, meaning we fornicated with the works of our hands. Our intimacy wasn’t with God, and the Spirit of His grace, our intimacy was with the strength in our own hand. And through our fornication with the strength of the flesh we became one flesh with death. All the fruit we bore was the fruit of death. The fruit that was manifesting in our life wasn’t fathered by God, it was fathered by death. As Ezekiel says we were polluted in our own blood.

That’s when God walked by us. He walked by us when we were one flesh with death. Now according to the carnal mind God can’t look upon man in their sin but Ezekiel says when God saw us in our sin His heart told Him it was the time for love. God walked by us and saw all the fruit that was manifesting in us was from the seed of the old man. God saw us in our barrenness, and His desire was unto us; His desire was to be married to us. He couldn't deny Himself. He couldn't deny the love He felt in His heart for us. He couldn't abandon the passion for us to be one body with Him and for us to bear His fruit. As Ezekiel says God's heart told Him it was the time for love. He wanted to spread the canopy of His life over us. He wanted to decorate us in the fruit of His life. 

But, there's a problem. We weren’t available. We weren’t free to be joined to Him, because we were one flesh with death; we were already one flesh with the old man who was perishing. So God wanted to be joined with us. He wanted to be one flesh with us but we were kept by the law of our husband. Romans 7 says a woman is kept by the law of her husband as long as her husband is alive. But, if her husband is dead she is free to be married to another.

There we were kept by the law of our husband, not able to be joined with God. But God is relentless in His pursuit of us. He was jealous over us with a Godly jealousy. He couldn't let us go. He couldn't get us out of His mind. He knew no one would love us like He would. He knew there was no one who would prefer our lives over their own like He would. He saw there was no one who would lay down their lives for ours but Him. He saw the abuse we were suffering at the hands of death. He saw the loneliness we felt on account of our union to death. The thought of us sitting in the darkness confused and afraid and all alone was too much for Him to bear. As the psalmist says even though I make my bed with death you are there with me Lord. - The Relentless Pursuit of God 11/6/21

· Ez. 16:6-8 – a perfect depiction of God’s emotion towards mankind after the fall and before Jesus. God talking to Israel, his ppl, when I saw you polluted, I said live, now when I passed by thee, I covered your nakedness and entered into a covenant with you and you became mine. This is a picture of God talking to Adam and Eve after the fall. He saw that they were trampled under by death, in bondage to death, he said live to them. He spoke a word to them that said live. This word in Hebrew means restored to life and health, to revive from death. When he saw us in bondage to death he spoke a word that was meant to restore us back to life. Does that sound like an angry God? In verse 8 he says, he says behold, thy time is a time of love. This is the type of language a man would say to a woman when he could not help but want to be married and joined to her. This is fallen man he is speaking to. - Why Did Jesus Have To Die? April 2013
· Ez. 16:8 – awesome description of God wanting to be married to us. Jesus speaking to us: now when I passed by the,…it was the time of love…I spread my skirt over thee…He entered into a marriage covenant with us that He will uphold our righteousness for our time for He has spread His skirt over us….this connects back to the story of Ruth. Ruth was not clothed with righteousness. Behold it was the time of love…we weren’t clean yet ... this is while we were in our sin ... not saying well I can work with that…He loved us THEN!!
We didn’t even ask for Him to put His skirt over us. He proposed to us. 
There is no promise on the bride’s side…that is us. We don’t have to obey commands. That is not part of it.
Jesus didn’t feel sorry for us when He became like us. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 6
· Ez. 20:44 - It's easy for the devil to separate us from God. Why? Because we have all sinned. We think that separates us, but it doesn’t. 
Imagine if you saw runners jumping hurdles that weren’t there. How ridiculous would that look? That is what the church is doing today. There are no hurdles. 
Ezekiel 20:44 – and you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have dealt with you (based on who my name says I am, God is love, that’s who He is, He can’t help but act this way), for my name’s sake. This was prophesying. 
If the devil prevents us from knowing God, how can we trust him? Would you trust your car keys to somebody you just met? No. Why? Because you don’t trust them.
The legalists want us to think God still sees our sins. He does not.
If a child feels separated from their parents do you think that would cause problems in their lives? So why is the church preaching that we are separated? - You’re Not Separated From God
· Ez. 28:13-19 - Fornication with Babylon means to be intimate with the wisdom of the world. It means you are a merchant in the world's marketplace for life. You look at the strength contained in your hand and you say by the strength and ability in this hand I will attain to the glory and honor that is of the world and by that I will gather unto myself peace and love and joy. 

If you look at the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28 it talks about this very thing. Ezekiel says of the king of tyre ...... 

You looked to the multitude of your merchandise and you began to traffic in that. You corrupted your wisdom. You didn't buy gold that was tried in the fire. But, you said I will be exalted by the multitude of the merchandise I can gather unto myself. I will look to the strength contained in my own hand to gather unto myself the riches of the world. And by the multitude of my merchandise I will be exalted unto life. - What is the Mark of the Beast 4/19/20

· Ez. 28:13-19 - The carnal mind is a mind that's been darkened with death. If we look at the origin of the carnal mind. The carnal mind came into existence when Satan was envious of the life God promised mankind. He saw himself as being alienated from the life he needed. Ezekiel describing Satan as a tree in the midst of the garden says he corrupted his wisdom. He saw the river from where he was decorated with life, but rejected the River and said I will exalt myself above the stars of Heaven. His thoughts were born from the idea he didn't have the life he needed and should have. 

The place the carnal mind reasons from is death. The eye through which it sees everything is darkened by the death that's in the world. It builds all its thoughts and conclusions about mankind and God and life on the death and the fruit of death it sees. All its judgments and conclusions about everything are filtered through the death and the lack and the corruption it sees.

If you listen to people who say they don’t believe in God. Many times the reason they say they don’t believe in God is because of all the death and tribulation they see in the world. What’s happening is they are building their understanding on the death and lack they see in the world instead of the life that manifested in Jesus. - I Can See Clearly Now The Death Is Gone 11/21/21

· Ez. 31:5 – talks about the tree in the garden, bigger and greater, became that great because of the water (Jesus), then the tree decided it would exalt itself (satan). Satan created the system of I will be judged by my own greatness, and that I don’t need the water anymore. Adam and Eve said let's see what we can do ourselves. That system does not come from God. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 11
· Ez. 31:5 - Satan is called the prince of this world. In Ezekiel Satan is described as a beautiful tree in the midst of the garden of Eden, that rejects the river that made him glorious, and corrupts his wisdom, and says in his heart, I will be exalted to life by the multitude of the merchandise I can gather to myself. 

The wisdom of the world says you can be exalted to life by conforming yourself and your life into the proper image. The world's wisdom says you can be exalted to life by looking to your ability to gather acceptance and love and attention and joy and peace and satisfaction to yourself. It says you are both the potter and the clay and you can fashion yourself and your life in an image that is so beautiful it will gather the acceptance and attention, and the love and the satisfaction and the joy you crave. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Ez. 33:11 - God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. - Is Atonement the Punishment or Favor of God? 

· Ez. 36:22-28 - I’ve been meditating on Jerred’s message about the Resurrected God. It stirred up a lot of things about Ezekiel 36, and the new heart and new Spirit and what it means to walk in the statutes and judgments of God. I was taught a lot of things about God giving us a new heart and a new spirit, so I want to look at it in its proper context. 

Eze 36:22-28

The language used in Ezekiel 36 is deeply connected with Deuteronomy 6 and Hebrews 8 & 10 and also Romans 8. Hebrews 8 talks about God writing His law in our hearts and in our minds through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, so we can know He is our God, and we are able to live as His people. That’s the same thing God says in Ezekiel when He says I will give you a new heart and a new spirit, that will cause you to walk in my statutes and my judgments, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Deuteronomy 6 talks about the Israelites having one God, and not worshiping the works of their hands so they can inherit the land God promised them. God says the same thing in Ezekiel 36 when He says He will sanctify His name, and take out of them a stony heart, and give them a heart of flesh, that will cause them to walk in His statutes and judgments, so they can inherit the land He gave to their fathers. Ezekiel 36 talks about God sprinkling clean water upon us to cleanse us from our filthiness, and to cleanse our hearts from our idol worship. Hebrews 10 talks about our hearts being sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies being washed with pure water, so we can draw near to God.

The thing God was after from the beginning with Israel was for His name to be sanctified in the eyes of all people. He wanted to be set apart in the eyes of the world as the lover of our lives. As Father, as the one who has taken thought to care for our lives; the one who saves from sin and death, and serves with an incorruptible life.

God says to Israel in Ezekiel 16 I walked by you when you were in your blood, and my heart was filled with love for you. I found you dead in your sin, and I loved you so much, I spread my skirt over you, I joined myself to you in your blood so I could decorate you in the fruit of my life.

God wanted to take a people who were not esteemed as anything in the eyes of the world, just as the scripture says there was nothing of beauty to behold in Jesus. He wanted to join Himself to those people, who the world regarded as so weak it wouldn’t even acknowledge them as a people, and then exalt those same people by the strength of His hand, to a city on a hill, where they can shine as a light in the world, declaring God’s love for the world, and His strength to conquer death in the flesh and bring forth life.

What happened is Israel did not walk in the statutes and judgments of God. They committed adultery on God, they went a whoring after other gods. They had other gods besides the Lord their God. They fornicated with the strength of the flesh. They loved the world. They looked at the corruptible things in the world and lusted after life through those things. They worshiped the works of their own hands for life, and because of that they served themselves with death and destruction in the midst of the great congregation, that is the world. And because they were known as the people of Yahweh, what happened is, when Israel brought death and destruction upon themselves, the world saw that as the fruit, or the reward God has in His hand to give people, and thus God’s name was defiled in the eyes of the world, even worse than it already was.

God says through Ezekiel, I will sanctify my great name. As Jerred so beautifully said in his message on the Resurrected God. God had to be lifted up in our sight. He needed to be exalted in our eyes so we could receive strength to walk in His statutes and His judgments. God says in Isaiah 2:3 I will send forth a law out of Zion that will sanctify my name. That’s why it says all nations shall flow to the Lord’s house. Jesus is the law Isaiah prophesied would come out of Jerusalem. The cross and the resurrection is the law Isaiah says will come out of Zion. The word made flesh in Jesus brings to light the truth about God, and sanctifies His name. That’s why Jesus says in John 17 glorify me that I may glorify you.

The new heart and the new spirit Ezekiel talks about is akin to the law that came out of Zion. That’s why God says in Hebrews 8 I will write my law on their hearts and in their minds. The law that came out of Zion, that God writes on our hearts, is that God is not the author of the death that was destroying us. As Jerred so beautifully said, we know God is not the author of the death that was destroying us because when He came into the earth in Jesus, he suffered the same death we were suffering at the hands of sin. The law that came out of Zion is God provided Himself a lamb. He submitted Himself unto our sin. He humbled Himself unto our death. He made Himself vulnerable to us. He allowed Himself to be stripped naked. He absorbed our death into Himself, so He could overcome the death in our flesh, and give us the coat of His indestructible life. The law that came out of Zion says the gift God has in His hand to give is a life that superabounds over sin and death. This is the new heart, this is the new Spirit God says He will give us, the truth that manifested in Jesus, and is contained in the Holy Spirit. This sanctifies God's name in our hearts by revealing He is the lover of our lives, not the destroyer of our lives. In this revelation is the grace to cry out Abba.

For many years I thought the new heart and new spirit was only a mystical thing, where I said my physical heart and my physical spirit had to be replaced because I was just despicable and rotten to the core of my being. I thought I’m ugly to God and He must give me a new heart so I can be beautiful to Him. I thought it was all about just saying I had a new heart. I didn’t know the power was in seeing what the new heart was.

The new heart and the new spirit is about the image of God being sanctified in the hearts of mankind. That’s why the scripture says God sprinkled clean water upon us. He washed our bodies with the pure water of the word that was made flesh in Jesus. Meaning God cleansed our hearts from our idols. He put our flesh to rest. He cleansed our hearts from a life of working to try and gather peace and love and joy to ourselves. That’s why the letter to the Hebrews says God sprinkles our hearts from an evil conscience. He cleansed us from a conscience that was carrying the burden of caring for our own lives. He cleansed our conscience from the sting of death. He did that by providing Himself a lamb to perfect us from the death in the world.

We had a stony heart. We had the spirit of fear that was keeping us from being put to rest. Our hearts were hardened to God’s love for us, and that kept us from being able to walk in God’s statutes and judgments. A stony heart is akin to the carnal mind. It’s enmity against God. It's a heart that is in opposition to God's own heart. Where God's heart is filled with love, a stony heart will see something in God to be afraid of. A person with a stony heart is in bondage to trying to gather life to themselves because they cannot comprehend the goodness of God to serve them with life. Adam had a stony heart after he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He couldn't comprehend the love in God's heart for His life, His mind was filled with the body of death he was clothed in, and because of that he was taken captive to trying to clothe himself with God's life.

The new heart is God giving us a true heart of faith; that's the heart of flesh Ezekiel talks about; the heart that is kindred to God’s own heart; a heart filled with the faith of God. God gave us His heart, that we might see the only gift He has to give us is eternal life, and we call upon His name. As Romans 1 says God's righteousness towards mankind is revealed from faith to faith. 

GOD says through Ezekiel, I will give you a new Spirit, and that Spirit will cause you to walk in my statutes and judgments. What statutes and judgments? Deuteronomy 6 says the statutes and judgments of God is to have one God the Lord your God. It means for God and His life and His grace to be lifted up in your heart instead of the perishable life that's in the world and the works of your hands. Jesus says in John's gospel for judgment he came into the earth, and then he defines that judgment as healing the world's blindness so they can see God is the healer not the punisher. The judgment of Jesus is he revealed God is the one who justifies the ungodly, not the one who condemns the ungodly. The judgment Jesus established is it’s the thief that steals, kills, and destroys, the thing God has to give is a life that superabounds over this world. - A Heart After God’s Own Heart 5/22/22

· Ez. 36:23 - Here God speaking of the word made flesh says through the prophet Ezekiel there will come a day where He will sanctify His name in the earth, and the reason He needs to sanctify His name is because His name has been blasphemed in the earth. 

Now how was God's name blasphemed in the earth? 

Sin and death blasphemed the name of God in the earth. Who God is and His heart and intent towards mankind was blasphemed in the earth through the serpent and his system of sin and death. The serpent's system of sin and death judged the thoughts and intents of God's hearts towards mankind and towards sinners as evil. 

When death entered the earth through Adam that death began to speak a word. It began to speak a word to man about God and what is in God's heart towards them. It darkened our knowledge of God. It darkened our understanding about God and the thoughts and intents of His heart towards us. We began knowing God and defining His heart towards us through the sin and death that was manifesting in our lives and in the earth. 

Sin was bruising us with death. It was beating us and holding us captive. It was casting heavy burdens on us and whipping us unto many labors and leaving us for dead on the side of the road. And we all concluded the death that came upon us was because God was angry with us over our sin. We saw the calamity that came upon us from sin as having come from God. We saw the punishment sin was serving us with and we all concluded the punishment that was come upon us was happening because of God and His dissatisfaction with us over our sin. - Sanctifying the Name of God 10/27/19

· Ez. 36:26 - When you realize that your God has spoken well of you, you can relax, you can rest, all is well. It’s a beautiful thing. 
Ezekiel 36:26 – Ezekiel is prophesying, saying a new heart I will give you, I will give you a new logic a new understanding of who you are, /// if you don’t take in that new understanding tho it is impossible for you to take in Christ’s life here on this earth. It doesn’t mean God loves you any less. 
God was so captivated by us when he saw us 
The gospel wants to persuade us that what God has spoken about us is true. The question is can you humble yourself and accept it and let Him exalt you. When you humble yourself to believe, He can now exalt you. It’s the truth that exalts you. - How The Gospel Works
· Ez. 36:26 - God says in Ezekiel I will take away their stony heart. I will take away the heart that is hardened to My love. I will sanctify My name in their hearts. I will cleanse my temple. I will give them a heart of flesh. A heart of flesh is a soft heart. It’s a heart that’s after God's own heart. It’s a heart where God's image has been purified. That’s what it means for your heart to be purified. It’s for God's image to be purified in your heart. A soft heart is a heart that sees God is the Father they need, it sees God isn't a deadbeat Dad. 

God writes His law on your hearts to call something forth in you, not by demanding it, but by giving birth to it. The thing He writes on your hearts is that He provided Himself a lamb to perfect you once for all time from the sin and death in the world. He does that so you see He is the Father you need, He has taken thought to give your lives the care it needs, and your heart cries out Abba, and you live as His children, seeing Him with you, having served you with His life, Fathering His life in you.

When the scriptures talk about crying out Abba, it isn't only talking about a one time occurrence. It's talking about God bringing something forth in your heart, where who He is, and the life He has in Himself, is exalted in your sight, and you are continuously refreshed by His presence, as you walk in this world. Crying out Abba is a continuous intimacy you are caught up in with the Father. - Dwelling in the Presence of the Father 7/9/23

Daniel

· Daniel 4:28-37 - In Daniel the king of Babylon Nebuchadnezzar built a statue of himself because he said by the power contained in his own hand he built a kingdom. Daniel says because he was lifted up in his heart he became a beast. It was the belief in his heart that he built himself a glorious kingdom by the might contained in his own hand that caused him to be turned into a beast.

The beast in revelation 13 is a man who speaks great blasphemies against God. He speaks a message that is against the word God spoke in Christ. His message is anti christ. His message is the way of Cain. His message says I will be exalted by the strength contained in my own hand to produce the fruit of life. 

If the beast is known by the great blasphemies he speaks against God then the way a person is marked by the beast is through taking the beast's blasphemies into their heart. 

Nebuchadnezzar spoke great blasphemies against God and he became a beast. He worshipped the strength contained in his own hand. He looked at the strength contained in his own hand and said it is by the power contained in my hand that I have built this glorious kingdom. And he was marked by the beast. He became a beast. - What is the Mark of the Beast 4/19/20

Hosea
· Hos 2:14-17  - Our history with God is a courtship. The entirety of the scriptures from the law and the prophets, to the revelation of Jesus Christ, give a singular message, about God betrothing Himself to mankind from the beginning, and Him being steadfast in His pursuit of us, to be joined together with us for all eternity. 

The book of Hosea begins with God telling the prophet Hosea to marry an adulterous woman named Gomer. Gomer continues in her adulterous ways, even having children with other men, and finally completely forsakes Hosea, running off with another man, eventually selling herself into slavery. Now through all that Hosea doesn’t forsake Gomer. Hosea 3:1 says Hosea pursues her with the same love God pursues mankind with, and buys her back from slavery, gathering her to himself. 

The book of Hosea tells the story of God joining Himself to mankind when we played the harlot and went a whoring after other gods. Hosea is a picture of God’s history with mankind. It depicts God, who walks by us in our destruction, finding us sold into slavery, His heart is filled with so much love, He pours Himself out for us, decorating us in His life. It shows that God never forsook us; He never denied the love He felt in His heart for us, even after we forsook Him. 

*** example of movie redeeming love *****.

Baali means Lord and Master. Ishi is an affectionate term that means husband. God says through the prophet Hosea the day is coming when you will no longer call me Lord and Master, but you shall know me affectionately as your husband, and you will no longer call upon the name of other gods, because you will have no memory of them. You will no longer know me as a taskmaster, but you will know me as the one who lays down my life for you.

It’s one thing to know God as Lord and Master, it’s another thing to know Him as the one who lays down His life for you. Israel was knowing God more like a taskmaster because of their previous relationship with pharaoh. Israel was really stung by pharaoh, and that sting darkened their understanding about God. It tainted their view of God and His intentions towards them. The same thing can happen in human relationships. Many times when people experience trauma in relationships, they carry that hurt with them, and it shapes their relationships going forward. That's what we see happen with Gomer and Hosea.

If you go back just before these verses it talks about the destruction that came upon Israel because she was a forgetful hearer. Israel forgot the Lord her God. She forgot God betrothed Himself to her, when He got down on bended knee, dedicating His life to her; promising to pour Himself out as a drink offering for her well being. She went a whoring after other Gods. She worshiped the works of her own hands. She committed adultery on the Lord her God. She fornicated with the strength contained in her flesh. She joined herself to a god that was no god at all. She joined herself to something that didn't have life but only had a plague. Her intimacy was with death, and that left her as a barren wasteland, bearing about in her body the fruit of death.

So there’s Israel. There’s mankind. All of us. Barren and unfruitful in God’s life. We’ve forsaken our God, and run off and joined ourselves to gods that are no gods at all. That left us in slavery. It left us clothed in thorns and thistles. Thinking God abhors us in our affliction. Just as Gomer with Hosea. We heaped destruction on ourselves. Just as the prodigal son.

So God says I will drop water on your tongue. I will remove the poison of asps from your tongue. No longer will you think of me, as a task master, demanding you produce fruit, but I will come to you, and I will lay down my life for you, and you will know me as your husband. 

This isn’t the only place we see our history with God described this way. Isaiah 54 tells the same story. - History of God and Mankind 7/29/24

· Hosea 4:6 – my people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. That word destroyed means to be dumb or lead to failure. You could just as easily say my people don’t walk in my favor for a lack of knowledge. You could also say my people walk in my favor because they know about it. The disconnect between us not receiving what has been done is us knowing about it and believing.
My people don’t perish because the world is greater, it’s because we don’t have the knowledge. - Favor of God
· Hosea 6:2-3 – after two days he will raise us up. We shall be in his face. We will be restored to a face to face relationship - Face To Face With God
· Hosea 11:1 - You know one of the names used to refer to Jesus is Israel. Hosea 11 says when Israel was a child I loved him and called him out of Egypt. Matthew 2 says the fulfillment of what Hosea was talking about happened when Jesus came out of hiding from Egypt after Herod died. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Hos 13:14 - We are restored from the grave by the blood of Jesus; the blood of God. God avenged our blood by shedding his own blood. He took vengeance on our death by entering into our death. Hebrews 2 says forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he could destroy him who had the power of death. Jesus was avenging our blood on the cross. He was slaying our death. Jesus partook with us in flesh and blood, to enter into our death, so he could slay our death by the power of his life. Acts 2 says it wasn't possible for death to hold Jesus. Jesus says in John 10 he has power to lay down his life, and power to take it again. Jesus says the Father has life in Himself, and has given for the Son to have this same life in himself. Jesus slayed our death by the power of his resurrection. God says in Isaiah 1 though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Jesus avenged our blood by giving us His indestructible life. 

Avenging of blood is not just destroying the power of death; but the bringing forth of fruit in the person you are redeeming. It’s about restoring their inheritance. Another description of the kinsman redeemer in the Pentateuch is to marry your brother’s widow to beget a child for him

If a woman's husband dies, she was left barren with no children; with no fruit; that's what it would be to be a widow; your husband has died, and now in essence you are married to death; barren and unfruitful in life.

… in order to redeem your brother's wife you would first need to be joined together with her, that's why you see Boaz marry Ruth, that's why a brother would marry their deceased brother's wife … In order to redeem them, they had to first be made one flesh with them. There can be no redemption without first being made one flesh with the person. And the redemption is fulfilled not only in being made one flesh with them. The redemption is fulfilled in the person who is being redeemed bearing fruit unto their new husband. The way you redeemed them was by ultimately bringing forth your seed; your fruit in them. And the only way to do that is by first becoming one with them and making one flesh with them. - The Avenger of Blood 2/2/25

Jonah

· Jonah 2:6-9 - The Ninevites worshipped a fish God, which is why they listened to Jonah. He remembered God and it resulted in a confession. 
Notice how Jonah had a revelation that God was bigger than his problems. 
Jonah got out of God’s way. - The Power of Thanksgiving
Micah

· Micah 5: 5-6 – prophesying about the Messiah and what he will do. This man will be the peace. - N/A
· Micah 7:18-19 – who is a god like unto thee, that pardon iniquity…He delights in mercy, he will have compassion upon us, will cast our sins into the depths of the sea /// this was before Jesus came in the flesh - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 6
Zechariah
· Zechariah 3:2 - Now because of that we have the first fruits of the atonement. God rebuked the devourer by seating Jesus, the son of man at His right hand, having had the body of death he was clothed in covered with life. The scripture in Zechariah 3 that says the Lord rebuke you Satan, is this not a brand that has been plucked out of the fire has been fulfilled. There's a man seated in the Godhead at the right hand of the Father. Him who was stealing from us can steal no more. The accuser of the brethren has been cast out, and the Spirit of the Fathers life has been poured out on all flesh, containing the promise of life to all who will let the Father serve them with His lamb. We have the treasure of eternal life now in these earthen vessels. Our lives have been born from the incorruptible seed that is Christ. Our hearts cry out Abba. Our hearts have been purified from fear, and our flesh has been put to rest. We have a surety that God's life is abiding in us now, and that life is ever growing; ever conquering this world and the death that's in this world. - No More Death - Atonement For Sin 2/6/22

Malachi

· Malachi 3:10 - We’ve been taught to read the Bible carnally, we look for formulas to work
Feast of First Fruit – trying to get people to give more money to ministries ppl use it, this is actually pointing toward the resurrection of Christ. The first fruit offering is Jesus. An appropriate first fruit offering would be Jesus.
Jesus said my words are spirit and they are life. Interpreting it carnally says we have to do something. This is usually why we get things wrong.
Malachi 3:10 – Jesus is the fulfillment of every offering you can make to God.
Jesus is the bread of life. Bring the tithes is referring to bringing Jesus.
Gal 3:14 – that the blessing of Abe may come on the gentiles thru faith….the blessing that would be poured out is the promise of the spirit…this is the blessing Malachi is talking about….blessing can come in physical nature but let’s not limit it to that
You can’t get the promise of the spirit by giving money, it’s through the spirit. 
Acts 2:1 – the day of Pentecost, they were all with one accord, sudden sound, and it filled all of the house, the spirit filled all of the house,….isn’t that what Malachi prophesied, He said I will send my spirit to live in you, this is the fulfillment of the Malachi prophecy
Christ is the only offering to God. If you believe your tithe is an offering then you are saying that sacrifice has to be offered over and over again.
You know you have heard good teaching when they show you Jesus
The gospel is not about what we need to do, it is about what has been done and presenting us something to believe in
The gospel is not about good advice
If someone opens the bible and starts talking to you about you, that is not the gospel, it’s about Jesus - Christ Our First Fruits
· Malachi 3:10 - Interestingly the modern name for Bethlehem Beit-Lahm means “house of flesh”. Jesus said my flesh is meat indeed. Malachi 3 says bring the tithe into the storehouse that there can be meat in my house for the people to eat. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the house of bread. He was placed in a manger, which is a feeding station for animals. He was placed in a feeding trough because he is the true bread from heaven. His body broken and raised up incorruptible is the food in the storehouse that can feed people with eternal life. - The Story of the Incarnation 12/27/20

· Malachi 3:10 - The tithe is an offering. The point was never the offering you can make. The point was God's desire to give you Himself. The point is God's desire to provide Himself as the lamb that can heal your life. Jesus read the law, and saw it was about God preparing a body for him so God can offer His body to be broken for the suffering of the world. Jesus saw the tithe as God giving His body to be broken so there would be meat that can feed the world with an incorruptible life. That’s why Jesus says he is the true bread from heaven. That’s why Jesus says he is the bread of life. That’s why Jesus says in the temple, in the house of God, that his flesh is meat indeed. Malachi says bring ye the tithe to the storehouse, that there might be meat in my house for the people to eat? Jesus stood in the house of God telling the people his flesh was the meat that can feed them with life. Jesus is saying his body being broken for us is meat indeed. His broken body is the meat that can feed you with an indestructible life. His body being broken is the true manna from heaven. 

If you look at the manna in the Old Testament. It was a tithe. It was a tenth of the manna they gathered each day. An Omer of an ephah, which is a tenth. Numbers chapter 11 says the manna was beaten and bruised, before the Israelites would eat it. Jesus is the true manna that was beaten and bruised. The chastisement that serves us with peace, was upon Jesus on the cross. He gave his body to be broken, so in his body being broken, he could crush the head of the serpent that was biting us with death. Jesus’ body was broken at Golgotha, so he could be the true bread from heaven, that could serve us with life. - The Body of Christ 5/29/22

New Testament

Matthew

· Matt. 1:20-23 - The incarnation is the revelation of salvation. It tells us salvation is about God desiring to dignify our humanity with his divinity. God saves us from our sin by deifying human nature. In the incarnation God honors our humanity, as being very good. He does not repent from his initial statement in Genesis when he makes man and says it’s very good. That's not to say the work of the cross and the subsequent resurrection were not needed for the culmination of the salvation that appeared in the incarnation. It’s merely to say that the very moment the eternal Word; the Son of the Living God; the one dwelling in the light of immortality with the Father from eternity; the moment he assumed flesh and blood, we can see the deification of human nature, in his humanity. 

The term salvation talks about something happening to you that is exceedingly abundantly above all you can ask or think. The greatest thing that can happen to human beings is to be made as God by the incarnation of the Word. The unity of Christ's person is unto us theosis. God's assumption of human existence in Christ achieves salvation and deification. As Hebrews says Christ partook with us in flesh and blood to destroy the power of death. Christ partook with us in our nature, that we, through his humanity, might partake with him in his divine nature. God ministers to our humanity, by becoming a man. The humanity of God is full of grace for us. God becomes as a decoration to your mortality; he beautifies you; he beautifies your flesh with the glory of His immortality. And through that you become as an ornament unto Him, where He’s glorified, on account of how beautiful He’s made you. 

There’s a lot of confusion surrounding the nature of Christ. It’s really no surprise the enemy would want to create confusion around the person of Christ. It's in the person of Christ that our humanity overcomes the works of the devil. That's why 1st John says any spirit that does not confess God comes in the flesh, is anti-christ, or against the revelation of Christ. When John says that Christ is come in the flesh, he means God is come in the flesh through the Eternal Word. I think one of the reasons there’s confusion is because people struggle to see that God and man are compatible. The divine nature is completely compatible with human nature. The incarnation proves God and human are 100% compatible. 

When the Eternal Son, who is begotten divinity, that is divinity brought forth from the bosom of the Father. The same substance as the Father. Light from Light. True God from true God. When Jesus, who is both the divine nature and a distinct person existing within the eternal Godhead, assumes human form, he receives humanity, and unites it to his person. The incarnation is both unifying and defying at the same time. By assuming human existence, the Son deifies it, and in deifying it, he assumes it in his person, in one and the same divine action. 

The Son did not become two people in the incarnation. He’s not half God and half man. He’s one enfleshed nature. He’s by nature God; He’s by nature immortal, and without changing his nature, he was born a man. And as a result of the unity of both natures, one nature was formed out of both. God has been humanized and humanity defied in Christ — so the savior, even though he is become flesh, is one and the same God. Once God assumes the nature of human, his humanity doesn’t stand separate from His divinity. He’s fully God and fully man all at the same time. It’s not that he’s God sometimes, and a mere man at other times. Yes he’s fully human. Yes he has a spirit, a soul, and a body, but it’s not the humanity of a mere man. It's not the body of a mere man. It's not the blood of a mere man. It's the body and blood of God. It’s the humanity of God. The one who assumes humanity is God, and the humanity that is assumed is also God. - Saved by the Humanity of God 8/17/25

· Matt. 1:23 - Significance of Jesus’ birth. 
When we know when Jesus was born, we can look at all the things that were going on and what the feasts represent.
He was born on the feast of Tabernacle
Matt 1:23 – 
Jesus wasn’t born in December, it’s ok that we celebrate it now because we are celebrating the spirit of it, not the letter
Greg thinks Jesus was born on the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles
When the Jews celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles it was them celebrating a restoration of the fellowship they had with God in the wilderness, when God would once again dwell with them, it celebrates their rest with their redeemer and foreshadows a future day of God’s redemption of humanity and eternal rest with each other. This is what we are celebrating in the birth of Jesus.
Why is this a joyous occasion for us? Jesus was the word made flesh, God was made flesh, God’s desire to dwell with man was made flesh, God’s desire to have fellowship and intimacy with man was made flesh, 
We are remembering how God was with us in the Jesus of person to purge our conscience from sin, and purge our conscience that God thought about sin when he thought about us
We are not just celebrating that He is with us, but that He desires to be with us
You are what God wants for Christmas. You are His Christmas present. - Immanuel The Season Of Our Joy 12/21/14

· Matt. 4:10 – Jesus quoted the scripture from Deuteronomy about fearing the Lord and translated it as worship. You worship God by believing what he believes about you. God declares that he has removed your sin and made you white as snow. You worship him by believing in what He has said. You can’t worship God by your hands. - What is Perfect Faith
· Matt. 4:10 – Jesus quotes OT scripture in Deut 6:13 – thou shalt fear the Lord your God….Jesus is quoted the same scripture – thou shalt worship the Lord your God. Jesus says you shouldn’t fear God but worship God. You worship God by believing what He believes. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
· Matt. 4:16 – talks about the valley of the shadow of death…the valley is no more than this imperfect world we walk in now. It’s not talking about this miserable place you go, doesn’t mean we have backsliding. Christ was the light. 
The only way you can be backslidden from God is to believe that. Nothing you do can cause you to backslide from God. 
He’s acknowledging that we will walk through the valley of the shadow of death, this world is a passing world, we are walking among darkness…we are the light. 
Why not fear? Because the Lord is my Shepherd.
He quoting Isaiah 9 in Matt 4:16 – not talking about being in the pit, etc. - Christ Restores Your Soul
· Matt. 4:17 - Jesus says Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Jesus had been going around preaching the kingdom of God is at hand. The Pharisees ask Jesus where’s the kingdom bro? When will it come, if you are the messiah and you say it's at hand. The Pharisees and all the Jewish people were expecting the messiah to usher in the kingdom. They didn’t understand the messiah would first need to come and suffer for the sin of the world, before his return to establish his physical kingdom in the earth.

The Pharisees thought the kingdom came from observing days and weeks and moons … they thought the way to partake of the kingdom was by performing sacraments … tithing; cleansings; baptisms; washings; meat and drink … the Pharisees thought the way to inherit the kingdom was by the circumcision of the flesh of the foreskin. 

You cannot inherit the kingdom of God through sacraments, or carnal ordinances, or by external observances. Whether you do these things or not avails nothing towards experiencing the kingdom of God. The only way you can partake of the kingdom of God is by putting on the new creation; by putting on the new man. That's why Paul says let no one judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days. He says all those things are shadows, and the substance is Christ. Sure you can do these things, but they aren’t the substance that can serve you with life and godliness. 

When Jesus says the kingdom is within, he’s talking about the way a person can partake of the kingdom of God. Jesus … When I said repent for the kingdom of God is at hand, I was talking about the belief in your heart. Out of the heart flows the issues of life. Out of the belief in your heart flow the issues of life … You guys are looking for the physical appearance of the kingdom, but the kingdom must first be believed on in the heart before it physically appears. Otherwise, you will never see the kingdom when it does appear. 

Observe 2a) to come into being, arise, come forth, show itself, find place or influence 2b) be established, become known, to come (fall) into or unto

Observance doesn’t just mean to see something. It means for something to come forth or appear in you. Jesus isn't just talking about seeing the kingdom with your natural eyes although we will see it with our physical eyes. Jesus is talking about inheriting the kingdom. He’s talking about inheriting the earth. He’s talking about inheriting the likeness of God in your body; inheriting immortality. It’s the same thing Jesus talks about in Matthew 5 when he says blessed are the poor in spirit they shall inherit the kingdom. 

Jesus doesn’t only address the Pharisees he also tells the disciples you don’t make yourself ready for the kingdom of God by looking for the arrival of the kingdom. You don’t partake of the kingdom by looking for its coming. You don’t inherit the kingdom by playing hide and seek, or by looking for it. You don’t make yourself ready for the kingdom by watching for it. The way you are ready for the kingdom is through faith dwelling in your heart. That's the oil the 5 virgins had in Matthew 25. The power to inherit immortality in your bodies isn't found in outward observance; it's found in faith dwelling in your heart.

Jesus tells the disciples not to let anyone tell them the kingdom is over here or over there, as if they must climb up into heaven and bring it down, or descend into the pit. - The Kingdom is Within 11/24/24

· Matt. 5:3-12 - Beatitudes – blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are those who are persecuted….rejoice and be exceedingly glad. // Matt 5 – how can you be happy when you’re experiencing negative circumstances? God’s Grace. To show you what’s really going on. So instead of what you see and experience in the physical being what you look to, it’s in the spiritual realm. Does it say blessed are those who have all the money and have everything going right? No. So why do we believe those who are blessed are the ones who have everything going right?
Matt 6 – God is saying you don’t need to worry about things on this earth. The gentiles worry because they don’t know God, they think they have to get their life based on their own self efforts. 
DLT (Denise Living Translation) of Matt 6 – God says to forget about the carnal view, don’t chase after the carnal things, seek the spiritual things then all these things shall be added unto you. // What things? The things of God and his righteousness, everything you need for life and godliness…there is nothing better than that. - Freedom From The Lie of Lack – Denise Henry 11/8/15
· Matt. 5:17-18 – think not that I have come to destroy the law of the prophets…I have come to fulfill it // when Greg first got into grace he thought he wasn’t under the law because Jesus fulfilled the law. The fact that Jesus said he didn’t come to destroy the law, this speaks to him not following the law. The law says you can’t do any work on the Sabbath, Jesus had his disciples picking corn on the Sabbath law. In the day you touch someone with leprosy, you should remove yourself from the camp. If you touch someone with an issue of blood, you should separate yourself from the law. He didn’t stone the woman caught in adultery. // The definition of fulfill is to fill up, carry out to the end, carry into effect, bring to realization, bring to pass, ratify, accomplish….the words of Jesus here contain the manifold wisdom of God. He came to bring to pass what the law and prophets were prophesying. He came to accomplish the forgiveness of sin and make a way for mankind to once again stand face to face with God. He purges our conscious with His blood. The law of Moses prophesied these things but had no power, they only spoke of the one who would come with the power. 
Realization is the act of realization or making real. 
To realize – render tangible or effective. 
Jesus came to bring to realization what the law of God really is. The law of God wasn’t the letter of the law. Jesus came to make the law of God real by showing them He is the law of God. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Matt. 5:19-5:48 – he is talking to people who couldn’t see he was the savior, not those saved. Jesus is reinforcing the law to those who didn’t think they needed a Savior. Jesus never used the law against somebody who was believing in Him. He’s not teaching us. They watered down the law so people thought they could do the law. He’s talking about the Pharisees and how they watered it down here. 
If you taught the law in Jesus’ time you were leading people to Jesus, but Christ has come now. 
He’s trying to get them to see that they can’t do that? We think we can follow not to murder, but not to be angry with anybody. We become angry even with people we love. 
Look at the last verse: Matt 5:48 – therefore be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. Does that sound like something you can do on your own? No. That’s the whole point. 
Grace is the gospel. Grace is a person. It’s not a doctrine. It’s never called the gospel of works. It’s the gospel of grace. - Purpose of the Law
· Matt. 5:21-22 - Having a revelation of who you really are helps you resist temptation.
Satan has deployed a smoke and mirrors strategy. Magicians use smoke to divert your attention away from the trick so the audience would be deceived. He is trying to distract us with a false temptation. It’s like a play action in football. 
The temptation Satan is tempting us with is to define yourself by what you do.
How did Satan tempt Jesus? He tempted Jesus to doubt who He was and to demonstrate who He was by His works. Jesus was the son of God if He never performed any miracles. 
Why didn’t Satan tempt Adam and Eve to kill each other? He’s not interested in that. He’s interested in getting us to buy into a system of works. 
Matt 5:21-22 – Jesus reinforcing the law…Pharisees had dumbed it down making the ppl think they could do it in their own power
Jesus didn’t think about it and then not do it. Jesus taught if you thought it, you committed the sin. Jesus never thought it. 
Cursed the fig tree – the fig tree was supposed to have fruit, it didn’t. He cursed the roots. He was cursing the things that produce the fruit of the flesh. The fig tree represented the law. 
The devil is trying to get you to connect to a system of laws which produce the works of the flesh. - The Temptation Common To Man
· Matt. 6:19-23 – lay not treasures for yourself on earth, but lay them in heaven, for where your treasure is there will your heart be also. /// treasure on earth has nothing to do with money, prior to this he was talking to the Pharisees about fasting, he was equating their fasting to treasures on earth, the Pharisees were fasting to try to define themselves by what they did right for God. He is saying do not establish your value on earth based on what you do. The things you do to prove your worth to God are corrupted, do not lay up for yourself that kind of treasure. Jesus is the incorruptible seed. Establish your value and worth based on Jesus, seated at the right hand of the Father, in a position of honor. 
When you look to Christ as the only testimony of your life, that will be the light of your life. If you don’t believe that testimony then you will walk in darkness, that your value is based on what you do, not that you are committing some sin. Walking in the darkness is just not believing what God believed about them. When we keep our eyes on Christ, then we walk in light. 
The word evil means full of labors, to be diseased, root word of toil (I think he meant the word evil in this verse Matt 6:19) 
Spiritual warfare is combatting what is in your brain. Man developed what they thought about the human race, then God said this is what I think. - God’s Perfect Will For His Own Life
· Matt. 6:23 - Jesus says if your eye be sick then your whole body will be covered in darkness. 

The devil wants to make your eye sick so your body becomes decorated in the fruit of his death. The way he tries to make your eye sick is by filling your sight with the death that's in the world. A sick eye is an eye that is filled with death. The Devil wants to use the death and the tribulation and the injustices in the world to sting your heart with fear and darken your understanding with the carnal mind.

The carnal mind makes it to where a person cannot comprehend that God is with them to be a Shepherd to their lives. It makes it to where a person cannot see that God has taken thought of them and taken thought to care for their life above all they can ask or think. 

The carnal mind is a mind so captivated with the fear of death that it leaves a person in the place where all they can think of is their own working to gather life to themselves. It cannot comprehend the work of God so it leaves a person in the place where the burden of seeing life manifested is on them.

If we look at Adam in the garden of Eden it paints a picture of the works of the devil. The devil uncovered Adam's nakedness in the garden. It wasn't GOD who uncovered Adam’s nakedness. Remember God asked Adam who told you that you were naked. God can’t be the one who clothed and the one who uncovers.

The love of God is found in what He’s done in Christ to condemn death in the flesh. 1st John says God is love. Within God is the kind of love that can perfect your heart from fear. God is love is talking about what was manifested in Jesus. God is love was manifested in the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. It was manifested in the Father raising Jesus from the dead, having put off of him the body of death, and having clothed upon him with glorified immortal flesh. - The Work of God 8/1/21

· Matt. 6:24 - Jesus says no one can serve two masters for either you will hate the one, and love the other; or else will hold to the one, and despise the other.

You can't have two fathers. You can't identify with the life that's been fathered by the world, and the life that's been Fathered by God in Christ. You will love the one and hate the other. Whichever life you think is the treasure that can satisfy your desire for peace is where your heart will be. In the exodus, the Hebrews despised the manna. They loathed the life God has in Himself, because they loved the life they could gain from the world, and that caused them to lose their life. - The Way of Jesus - 11/27/22

· Matt. 6:25-32 - God made Himself manifest, and He made the thought He’s taken to care for your life manifest, in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. He manifested Himself to you so He can fill your hearts and your minds with the thought He’s taken to care for your life, and your conscience can be purged from death and your innocence be restored, and you be made as little children again. 

Even Jesus had to become as a little child to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Well you might be thinking when did Jesus become as a little child? Jesus became as a little child on the cross. The Father made Jesus as a little child by revealing to Jesus the thought He took to care for his life.

Matt 6:25-32

When Jesus was on the cross he didn't take thought for his own life. His heart and his mind were filled with the thought the Father took to care for his life. He saw the Father loved him; he saw the Father would sanctify him from death; He saw the Father would glorify his mortal body with immortality. Jesus saw the Father took such careful thought for his life that there was no room left for him to need to take thought of his own life, and that kept the cares of this world from choking out the word the Father sowed into His heart. 

Becoming as a little child is something that happens to you when you see God manifested Himself in the resurrection to bring your life forth from His incorruptible seed, and give you the care you need. You will be made as a little child when you see God has begat your life again from above; from the incorruptible seed that is Christ's life. Your conscience will be purged from the death and corruption in the earth when you see that your life has been born from the work of God to abolish death. And you will live as a little child …. - Becoming As Little Children 8/22/21

· Matt. 6:25-34 - Jesus says in Matthew 6 take no thought for your own lives what you shall eat or what you shall wear because your Heavenly Father loves you, and has taken thought to give your life the care it needs.  

We can teach our kids God has taken thought to perfect their lives and the earth from death, so they can be as little children, and aren’t deceived into carrying the weight of the world, and the weight of their life on their shoulders. We can tell them what God has done in Christ to bring them forth on the shoulders of His indestructible life. We can tell them the desire they feel for the world to be perfected from sin and death has been fulfilled in God providing Himself a lamb to perfect His people and His creation from corruption, once for all time. 

We can teach them to sing songs like ….. If God watches over every sparrow. How much more does He love you? How much more does He feed you? If He dresses the lilies in beauty and splendor how much more does He love you. How much more does He clothe you? - Jesus Loves The Little Children 5/28/23

· Matt. 6:33 – seek ye first the kingdom of God…
Definition of the kingdom of God – it doesn’t mean you have to be a missionary. These things are good if you have a grace to do them but that is not what this scripture is saying. The kingdom of God is within
Romans 14:17 – the kingdom of god is not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the holy ghost. 
You are seeking something inside and what that is, is peace and joy. - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· Matt. 6:33 - Jesus says  seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. Jesus didn't just teach that the way to inherit the kingdom of God is to seek God’s righteousness to give you the kingdom as a gift. But he thirsted after the Father’s righteousness towards him on the cross. And we see his doctrine proved true because he overcame sin and death in the flesh, and was exalted unto life and godliness in the resurrection. He inherited the kingdom of God in his physical body. And we see it was on account of him looking to the strength in the Fathers hand and not the strength in the world and the strength in his own hand. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Matt. 6:33 - What was it that caused Jesus to know the Father loved him? 
In Matthew 4 Jesus was starving and was tempted by the devil to care for his own life by turning the stones into bread. Remember in Matthew 6 Jesus says take no thought for your life what you shall eat or what you shall drink for your Heavenly Father knows what you need. But seek God's righteousness to care for your life. Jesus responded by saying man does not live by bread alone but by every word of God. Now listen Jesus isn't talking about reading the Bible, and all the verses in the Bible. So what word is Jesus talking about that man finds life by? The word Jesus was talking about and living by is the word he just heard when he came up out of the Jordan River. Jesus saw the Father loved him when the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Life descended on him like a dove, with the Father’s voice saying you are my beloved son in whom I am well pleased. It wasn't just the father saying you are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased that persuaded Jesus he was loved by the Father. When Jesus saw the Holy Spirit descending on him like a dove he saw that was the Father caring for His life. Jesus saw the Holy Spirit descending on him like a dove and he saw it meant the Father has poured out all of Himself onto me, to seal me with His indestructible life, to pamper me with the nutrients I need to be exceedingly fruitful, to give my life the care it needs. The Holy Spirit descending on Jesus as a dove was the Father persuading Jesus He has taken thought to give His life the care it needs, it was the father persuading Jesus he wasn't left alone to care for his own life, the father was with him caring for his life, and that persuaded Jesus he was loved by the Father. 

Life of God = terminator 3 imagine if you had a life that could swallow every fiery dart that comes against you. Imagine if every time the world dealt your life a blow your life swallowed it and …. Imagine you have a life that quenches every fiery dart that comes against it. Imagine you have a life that swallows death and corruption and sin? Now imagine what you would think of the person who gave you that life. - Following in the Footsteps of Jesus 1-22-23

· Matt. 7:7-8 -  A magnificent thing happens as you see there’s a faith revealed in Jesus; you start to enquire into that faith … you start to sit at the feet of Jesus to hear the faith … your imagination becomes filled with the faith; your heart starts to encourage you in the Lord; you start living the life you have in the flesh by the faith of the Son of God … this faith is the door … Jesus says he is the door … the faith that’s of him is the door … that’s the knocking of the door Jesus talks about in Matthew 7. It’s the opening up of all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It’s the seeking and the finding of everything that pertains to life and godliness. - Strong Meat 3/3/24

· Matt. 7:20 – the disciples had tried to cast out the spirit but they were unable to. Then they asked Jesus because he said your disciples are not able. The disciples couldn’t understand why they were not able. So Jesus casts out the spirit and afterwards the disciples ask why they were not able to. Jesus said to them because of their unbelief.
Because of your unbelief – Notice he didn’t say because you didn’t have enough faith. The unbelief is working against their faith and deactivating it. It does not decrease your faith, it is deactivating it. Like a tug of war. How do we get more pull on the side of faith in the tug of war?
We are not the source of the power. Unbelief is not the same as not having faith. 
The faith that we have is enough. - How To Activate Your Faith, 2011
· Matt. 8:5-10 - The way you get to know someone is by seeing their heart. Well faith is the deepest part of God’s being. Faith is God’s heart. He lives and moves and has His being within the Spirit of Faith. We can even say Faith is God just as the apostle John says the Word is God. So when we think of Faith we want to think of God Himself. We want to think of it as the heart of God and us getting to know God by beholding His heart. To live by faith is to live by the knowledge of God. 

Matt 8:5-10 - centurions great faith

Matt 15:22-28 - woman of great faith, the dog scraps

Both accounts occur in Matthew’s Gospel and both accounts involve people who were not jewish, they were Gentiles. Keep in mind Matthew’s gospel is written from the perspective of Jesus coming to the lost sheep of the house of Israel as the prophet that Moses said would come to explain the doctrine in the law and teach them the way to inherit the promised kingdom. 

In that day, and leading up to that day the faith that was in Israel, and in the world, said the power to inherit the kingdom of God is contained in the strength of the flesh. That’s why Jesus says to the Canaanite woman he has come to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and ought not take the children’s bread and give it to the dogs. Jesus didn't think this woman and her daughter were dogs. He was reciting the faith of the world. 

Israel’s trust was in the strength of the flesh. They thought the power unto a righteous life, and the power to inherit the kingdom of God was found in them being jewish after the flesh, and in their ability to perform the works of the law. 

The faith in the world and the faith in Israel said gentiles were outside of the promise of God. To be a Gentile in that day meant you were considered to be a sinner. Meaning you were not seen to be a partaker of the promise of God because of the filthiness and uncleanness of your flesh being of gentile descent, having not been circumcised in the flesh of the foreskin.

Physical circumcision was never about declaring one person to be clean and another person to be unclean. It was all about declaring the inability of the flesh to cleanse itself from death. 

So if you were jewish after the flesh that was seen as your flesh containing the strength that is needed to attain to the kingdom of God. If you were a gentile after the flesh you saw what was in your flesh and all you saw was weakness, and an inability to partake of the ministry of God’s kingdom. 

Now the Centurion and the Canaanite woman were not living by the faith that was in the world. They had a different kind of faith that wasn’t of the world, that Jesus describes as being great. They saw a faith in Jesus that made the faith of the world foolish in their eyes.

The Centurion and the Canaanite woman received the circumcision that was of the heart. They didn’t consider the strength of the flesh when they thought of the power to be made whole. They didn't think well because I’m a gentile there is a weakness in my flesh that leaves me outside of God’s promise. They didn't consider their flesh. They didn’t say to themselves what can we get from God; what will God give us seeing the sin that is present with us and this palsy that is come upon my servant and the demon that is come upon my daughter. They didn't judge God's heart for them by their flesh, or by the palsy and the vexation that was present with them. They saw GOD eyes were full of mercy towards all people. - The Faith That Is Great 1/26/21

· Matt. 9:5-6 – why was Jesus forgiving sins before He went to the cross then? Is it easier to say your sins are forgiven or rise and walk? // Jesus tells us why He was forgiving sins before the cross, that you may know that the son of man has authority. Jesus was declaring that He was the rep for mankind. Jesus was testifying that there was forgiveness of sin in Him. - Why Blood is Needed For Forgiveness In Light of Grace 2/22/15
· Matt. 9:11-13 - One of the meanings of mercy is tender love

Tender love is not just any kind of love, it’s a specific kind of love. It’s the kind of love that can only come forth from someone if they are intimately acquainted with the suffering of another. It’s a love that’s filled with tenderness because you’ve experienced the same suffering as someone else. And because you’ve suffered at the hands of the same thing, the love that pours out of you, pierces the heart, and gives comfort to the one being afflicted.

Matt. 9:11-13

The Pharisees were upset with Jesus because he was befriending sinners, sitting with them, eating with them, which was a sign he was joining himself to them. Jesus says to the Pharisees, go and learn what it means that God says “ I will have mercy, and not sacrifice”.

In Matthew 12 it was the sabbath day and the disciples were picking corn from the fields because they were hungry. When the Pharisees saw it they told Jesus his disciples were doing things on the sabbath that were not lawful to do. They accused Jesus and his disciples of transgressing God. Jesus brings up David and how he and his men, when they were hungry, entered into the temple and ate the showbread that was not lawful for them to eat. He asks the Pharisees, haven't you read in the law how the priests in the temple on the sabbath, profane the sabbath, and are blameless? 

And then Jesus says in Mat 12:7 if you had known what this means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless.

The Pharisees looked at the law of the sabbath as if it were about making a sacrifice for God. They thought the sabbath was about how they are going to love God by what they give up for God. And because of that, they condemned the disciples for picking corn on the sabbath when they were hungry. Jesus says if you knew what it meant that God says “I desire mercy and not sacrifice”, you would not have condemned me or my disciples. 

Jesus says in Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

Jesus isn’t teaching the tithe the law spoke of doesn’t matter. What he’s doing is He’s opening their eyes to what the tithe was really about. He’s fulfilling the law of the tithe. He’s acting as rabbi, as one with authority to interpret the law, and from that foundation he says to them, the tithe the law spoke of is about God’s mercy and justice and faith. The tithe was always prophesying of the tender love in God’s heart towards mankind, and how He visits those who have been bruised by the tribulation in the world, with His justice. 

The sacrifices and offerings in the law are about God’s desire being wrapped up in Him wanting to comfort people from their affliction. - The Body of Christ 5/29/22

· Matt. 11:28 – Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest – that rest means come to end or cease. Cease from what? From trying to please God in your actions and trying to establish your own righteousness. He will give you rest by telling you how much he loves you, how you are just like him…that is what gives us rest. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15
· Matt. 11:28 -  when Jesus says come unto me all you who are laboring and carrying a heavy burden. He was dwelling in the Spirit of meekness. His doctrine was light and it was easy. His teaching would give people rest because it was full of meekness, meaning Jesus’ doctrine made little of man’s ability to produce righteousness and it made much of the good work of God to gift people the kingdom free from their works. 

When the rich young ruler came to Jesus having a mind that was lifted up in his works, calling Jesus good master. Jesus knew the rich young ruler was making much of his own works and the works he saw in Jesus. Jesus knowing what was in the rich young ruler's heart said there is one who is good, God/the Father. Meaning whatever good thing we observe in Jesus, it’s on account of the Father’s faithfulness towards him to bring it forth in him. It wasn't on account of Jesus’ goodness or faithfulness to produce good fruit Himself. Jesus was teaching the rich young ruler it's not about the good works you can do, it's about the good work of the Father. Go and sell all that you have. What did the rich young ruler have? He thought he had all his works. Jesus says lay down all your law working and set your eyes on the faithfulness of the Father to perform a work.

Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth. On the cross Jesus was full of the Spirit of meekness. He sat in the place where he needed to be justified, he needed for his nakedness to be clothed upon with life. He was in need of the fruit of the Spirit, and he thought little of the strength in himself to produce those things and he thought much of the strength of God to gift him those things. That's why he cried out Abba into your hands I commit my life. 

When someone is overtaken in a fault, what we want is for them to be restored back to a state of rest, where their heart has been purified from the fear that's in the world, through the message of the grace that has come to them in Christ Jesus. - The Spirit of Meekness 4/18/21

· Matt. 11:28-30 - The word rabbi comes from the Hebrew word rav, raba’nim, which literally means great one or master. It's a Jewish term for someone who is a teacher of the law and the prophets. They are what’s called a master of the Law and the prophets. Its like being a PhD or the preeminent authority in an area of expertise. 

When the gospels refer to Jesus as Rabbi. It means that Jesus is a master of the Torah. He is an expert concerning the doctrine contained in the law and the prophets

So in Matthew 23 Jesus says there are lots of people out there who want to be called rabbi, talking about the law and the prophets, teaching their doctrine concerning what is said in the law and the prophets. They love to be called Rabbi, Rabbi. But, there is only one Rabbi. There is only one Master of the Torah. There is only one master of the law and the prophets. Christ is the only one who can reveal what is said in the law and the prophets. 

Mat 11:28-30

Jesus is talking as a rabbi when he says take my yoke upon you. The word yoke means doctrine. If you were a disciple of a rabbi it was said that you took their yoke upon you, which means you accepted their doctrine as the truth. 

Now remember a rabbi teaches from the law and the prophets. They derive their doctrine from what they see in the law and the prophets. When Jesus talks about his yoke he is talking about his doctrine concerning what is written in the law and the prophets. 

When Jesus says come unto me what he means is take my doctrine concerning the law and the prophets upon yourself. Jesus is saying listen guys, if what you’ve heard said about the law and the prophets has filled you with labors and placed a heavy burden on you. Take my doctrine upon yourself: for the things I teach out of the law and the prophets are light and they are easy and they will put you to rest. In that I am meek and looking to the strength in God's hands to be exalted unto life my doctrine will bring rest to your souls.

What was Jesus’ doctrine 

When Jesus talks about his doctrine he is specifically referring back to what he said in the sermon on the mount. Jesus just dropped his doctrine concerning the law and the prophets in the sermon on the mount.

When Jesus says blessed are those who say they cannot array themselves in the fruit of God's life. Blessed are those who do not set their eyes on the strength contained in their own hand. Blessed are those who when they are in need of life they cry out to God to exalt them unto life. Blessed are those who see God desires mercy and not condemnation. Blessed are those whose heart has been washed clean from their own works. For they shall inherit the kingdom of Heaven in the earth. That’s his doctrine. 

Jesus says the same thing in a lot of different ways in the sermon on the mount. But, the sermon on the mount can be summed up by Matthew 6:33 saying the way to inherit the kingdom of Heaven is by looking to God's righteousness to give it to you as a gift free from your works.

Jesus was teaching about God's righteousness towards mankind to perform a work to care for our lives and array us in His life and His immortality in the sermon on the mount. He was breaking down the doctrine of the law and the prophets in the sermon on the mount. - My Doctrine Shall Drop As The Rain 5/17/20

· Matt. 11:29 – come unto me all who are heavy laden. He tells them to learn of me and you shall find rest for your souls. To restore your soul is to have rest and peace. You will never have rest and peace if you think you have to obey a list of commands. Jesus is the most authentic expression of who God is and who you are and of our relationship with Him. Notice he doesn’t say look what I do, and learn from me, He says learn of me. That subverts your soul when you say WWJD. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Matt. 13:22 - He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 

Jesus says the care of this world can be a stumbling block to people experiencing his life.

This world is built on the shoulders of a perishing life. The serpent got Adam to sow his strength to try and bring forth life, and that brought forth death, and founded a world built upon death. The life that's of this world; the life that's been fathered by the world, and all its systems was brought forth in corruption. 

That’s a problem, because mankind and creation were created to be in the likeness of God’s immortality, so we have a yearning for a perfect life. The world longs for an incorruptible life. It wants to be delivered from corruption. It wants to be brought forth out of corruption, and it wants to be decorated in life. All of creation groans in travail desiring to be sanctified from death and corruption. 

There's a lot of cares that go along with trying to manage a life that's perishing. There's a lot of worries and fears and anxieties that come with trying to perfect your life and this world from death and corruption. It’s a heavy yoke trying to carry the weight of bringing forth your life out of corruption. It’s hard labor. The scriptures describe it as sweating from the brow, and draws a contrast between the kind of life where you’re sweating from the brow, and the kind of life where you are in the cool of the day because you’re walking in the good work of God. 

The world wants to be cared for. It wants to be cleansed from corruption. But because the world doesn’t know God it casts its care and all the worries that come with trying to care for a perishing life on the backs of people. The world tempts our kids to take up their own life. It tempts them to look to the strength of the flesh, the strength of their own hands to bring forth life. It tempts our kids to take upon themselves the burden of bringing forth life, and the way it tries to do that is by staining their conscience with all the corruption and tribulation and injustices in the world.

Jesus says in Matthew 18 unless you become as little children you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Little children are innocent because their minds are free from the cares and worries that go along with the life that's of this world. Their conscience hasn't been stained with the fear that comes from a life that can be corrupted. A little child isn't carrying the burden of their own life. They aren’t carrying the burden of bringing forth life in themselves or in the world. They are simply enjoying the life their parents provide for them. They see their parents have taken thought to care for their lives, so they’re free from taking thought to care for their own life. 

There's a mental health crisis in the world, especially among children. There’s an epidemic of fear and anxiety, and suicidal tendencies among children because their innocence is being stolen. They aren’t being allowed to live as children. They are being made to carry the weight of a perishable life. Even in schools. Schools are no longer focused on teaching science and math and geography or history. They are laying on kids the heavy burden of perfecting the world from hatred, inequality, and injustices. They are laying on kids the heavy burden of saving the planet by ridding the world of weather fluctuations. The world is trying to fill our kids with the fear of death, to compel them to take the weight of perfecting life onto themselves. Really what’s happening is the burden of being God is being placed on our kids. They are being told to turn the stones into bread. They are being told to make their ability their food for life. - Jesus Loves The Little Children 5/28/23

· Matt. 13:44-45 - Grace is the divine influence on the heart of man to enable them to believe the truth about what God has spoken of them. 
The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, for joy thereof, he sells everything he has to go get it. /// We are the treasure, the field is the world. The treasure that was hidden was us, Jesus found us, and when he did he offered His life to ransom what He called treasure. The treasure in this verse is not Jesus because we cannot buy salvation. Our life is hidden in Christ, he has covered himself in His righteousness. 
Pride is not saying how unworthy we are. Humility is simply saying about yourself what God says about you. - How The Gospel Works
· Matt: 16:6 - Jesus says beware of the leaven of the Pharisees. He’s talking about the doctrine of the Pharisees, and how they are always seeking after a sign. He says it's a wicked and adulterous generation that seeks after a sign, and one sign shall be given, the sign of Jonah in the belly of the whale. Jesus is talking about Himself, and him going into the grave for 3 days, but it is not possible for the grave to hold him, because of the life He has in Himself. - Who Has Believed The Report of Healing 10/1/23

· Matt. 16:13-18 - We have the two natures of Jesus expressed in these verses. Two distinct natures, hypostatically joined together in one person, never to be able to be separated again. Verse 13 refers to the humanity; the human nature of Jesus. And verse 17 talks about the divinity of Jesus. That's why some call Jesus the Godman. 

Jesus starts off by asking the disciples who do people say that I, the Son of man am? Notice Jesus gives a qualification to his question. He doesn't just say who do people say I am. He first identifies himself with humanity/he identifies himself with human nature; with human flesh, he identifies himself with flesh and blood, when he calls himself, the Son of man. And from there he asks, who do people say I am?

The disciples respond, saying, some say you are John the Baptist, some Elijah, others say Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. When Jesus hears their response he shifts gears, and asks his disciples directly, who do you say I, the Son of man am. I hear what you say people think. But, what I really want to know is who do you say I am. I’ve partaken with you in flesh and blood. Here I am in flesh and blood. Born of a woman. A man, possessing in myself the nature of human. Who do you say I am? 

Peter doesn’t hesitate. He jumps right in, and says you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. Notice Peter draws a distinction between Jesus and the prophets. He doesn’t see Jesus as merely a man who the Word has joined himself too. The prophets were mortals who the logos animated. Peter sees something about Jesus that completely sets Jesus apart from the prophets. 

Peter’s answer is very interesting. He’s a Jewish guy. When Jewish people thought of your identity; when they thought of who you are, they thought of your nature. They thought of the very essence of your being. They considered the substance from which your being is derived. The Jewish people would have a very specific response that would be according to natural lineage. Meaning you are Jesus barjoseph. You are Jesus, son of Joseph of the tribe of Judah. In Matthew 13 the people were astonished at the wisdom and mighty works Jesus performed, and said, is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? They were defining Jesus, according to his natural lineage, marveling at how he could be so wise, and perform such mighty works, seeing he derived his being from Joseph and Mary. 

But when Peter talks about the lineage of Jesus; who he is by nature, he doesn’t mention anything of Jesus’ human lineage. He says you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. When Peter says you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God, he’s making a statement about the nature of Jesus, the very essence of his being, and what substance he is of. So Peter says, I see you are partaking in flesh and blood, that you are a man, as I am also a man, but I see something else about your nature, I see something else about the essence of your being that is more than only human nature. I see the substance of your being; your nature; even while dwelling in flesh and blood, is the self same substance of the living God.

The word Living is to have means of subsistence; its to be self existent; its means to be the source of all life on account of possessing life in yourself. Meaning the very essence of your being is life itself. When Peter says Jesus is the Son of the Living God, he’s saying Jesus is by nature God. He’s saying Jesus is the very essence of the Fathers being. Peters having his Thomas moment. He’s calling Jesus His Lord and His God. Peter is saying that Jesus is by nature divine. If Jesus is the Son of the living God. He is Jesus baryahweh. He is by nature God, Light from Light. True God from true God. He’s God in human flesh. Jesus is called the Son of God because he is by nature the same essence as the Father. Jesus is by nature co equal; of the self same substance, consubstantial to the Father. They are the same species so to speak. The Father is fully God, and Jesus is fully God. The Father is the Light, and the Son is the Light. The Father is the Creator of all things, and the Son is also the creator of all things. They are distinct in persons, but equal in substance. Jesus is the eternal Word, always with the Father, eternally declaring the Father, eternally expressing the Fathers image; eternally expressing the brightness of the Fathers person. You cannot worship the Father without worshipping the Son. You cannot worship the Son without worshipping the Father. If the Father is the source of all life, then the son by nature is also the source of all life. 

Now there’s times when Peter has foot in mouth syndrome, but not this time. Jesus says blessed art thou Simon, Barjona. Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father, which is in heaven. Jesus says to Peter you could never come to the conclusion that I am light from light, true God from true God, by only looking at me as partaking in the same flesh and blood as you. If you only looked on me according to flesh and blood, you would say isn't this the Carpenters Son. Jesus tells Peter flesh and blood has not revealed to you who I am, and what substance I am of. No one comes to the revelation of who and what I am, apart from the Father drawing them to me.

Jesus goes on to say I call you Peter/Petra, a living stone, your life being built on the knowledge of the chief cornerstone. And upon this Rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Peter is not the Rock the church is built on. He is not the Word that holds all things together. Peter didn't create anyone or anything. He isn't the potter. The Father created all things through the eternal expression of his Son. Peter isn’t the head from which the church receives nutrients. Isaiah says the Lord is the Rock from which we are hewn. The apostle Paul says no foundation can anyone lay other than Jesus Christ. Jesus says he is the chief cornerstone; he is the rock, which those who try to build themselves a habitation, refuse. Peter himself speaking of the church, calls us all, lively stones, built up as a spiritual house, by Jesus Christ. Petra, means a piece of the Rock, or a sliver of the rock. Or as Peter says lively stones, built on the Rock. We are all chips off the old Rock. 

Jesus Christ is the foundation the church is built on. The revelation of the Godman; the revelation that the man Jesus, is the Son of the Living God, is the foundation the church is built on. The revelation that the divine nature, and human nature have been hypostatically joined together in the person of Jesus Christ, never to be divided asunder, or lost in the other, is the foundation the church is built upon. The revelation of the Godman Jesus Christ is the foundation the gates of hell cannot prevail against. How do we know, we see Jesus conquer the grave when he lays down his life on the cross, and picks it back up again in the resurrection. 

When we think of hell, we tend to define it more like Gehenna Fire, but Gehenna Fire is not the same thing as hell in the scriptures. The gates of hell is referring to the works of the devil. The word hell is hades in Greek. It talks about the grave, or people being held by death. Jesus says in John 8 the devil was a murderer from the beginning. The work of the devil is to murder mankind, destroying creation in the process. 

If Jesus says the gates of hell; the works of the devil, cannot prevail against the revelation of who he is, then we ought to pay more careful attention to answering the question, who is Jesus. Who do you say Jesus is? Jesus is called Son, not just because he is identical in nature with the Father, but because he stems from the Father. When we say Jesus stems from the Father, we’re talking about causation of manifestation, not causation of being. The nicene creed says Jesus is eternally begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father. If the Father isn’t made and doesn't have a beginning, then neither can the Son. We cannot look at one of the instances Jesus is begotten, and say he wasn’t begotten until then. Jesus is the concise and simple revelation of the Father’s nature. That's why Hebrews says Jesus is the express image of the Father, and the brightness of His person. 

Jesus is the only begotten Son. He is the only begotten Son, who is the source of all life with the Father. John draws a distinction between our Sonship and the Sonship of Jesus, when he says Jesus is the only begotten Son, and then describes that by saying no one has seen the Father but the Son. When John says no one has seen the Father, but the only begotten Son. He’s talking about them being of the same nature; the same essence. John’s saying no one inherently possesses the immortality of the Father but the only begotten Son. No one is by nature the self same substance of the Father. No one is by nature immortal, but the only begotten Son. No one has approached the light, even as He is in the light, but the only begotten Son, he is in the bosom of the Father. He is the Word, John says, has always been with God, and is God. - Who Is Jesus? 7/22/25

· Matt. 16: 13-19 – whom do men say I am? Some say a prophet…Who do you say I am? Peter said you are the son of God. You are Peter…whatever loosed on earth will be loosed in heaven…
The holy spirit has been loosed, Jesus has already bound Satan and all of the demons. No need to loose the holy spirit or bind Satan.
Our binding and loosing has nothing to do with some demon, it has to do with doctrines. - Binding and Loosing
· Matt. 16:13-19 - We’re going to pick it up in Matthew 16 and look at binding and loosing and what it means that Jesus has given us the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Jesus connects the 2, he says he will give us the keys to the kingdom of Heaven and that which we bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven and that which we loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Remember from last week hell is translated hades or the place of the dead or the grave. Jesus says Satan was a murderer from the beginning. Satan's purpose from the beginning was to steal from us, kill us, and ultimately destroy us.

Jesus says Death will not be able to keep me in the grave because the Father will love me out of the grave and into His life and into His immortality. The Father will bind death in the flesh and loose His life and His immortality in the earth through the body of my resurrection. 

From the beginning the devil looked at himself and the beauty and strength he saw there, and his heart was lifted up in himself, and he said I will be exalted by the life I can gather to myself. - On Earth As It Is In Heaven 5/23/21

· Matt. 16:15 - there’s grace upon grace in answering this question. We can look at the titles given to Jesus and that can be beneficial to us, but the grace upon grace that animates our mortal bodies, is found in knowing the very substance; the very essence, the very being of Jesus’ person. 

Jesus says in Matthew 16 the works of the devil to steal, kill, and destroy mankind and creation, cannot stand against the revelation that the Son of the living God is the Son of man. The eternally begotten Son, light from light; true God from true God; the one dwelling in the light with the Father, from all eternity. Possessing immortality in himself, just as the Father possesses immortality in Himself, having come forth as the express image of the Father, the very brightness of the Father’s person. That Word that has always been with God, and is God, face to face with the Father from before time was, took to himself human flesh. The Eternal Word was made flesh, and the works of the devil cannot stand against this revelation.

This is what’s known in Christianity as the hypostatic union …

“Hypostatic” (from Greek hypostasis, meaning “substance,” “essence,” or “individual reality”) hypostatic refers to the personal aspect of being. In Christian theology, it is used to describe the individual person of Christ as the unifying subject in which both divine and human natures coexist without confusion, without change, without division, and without separation.

The soul and the body being joined together in the one human is an example of what the hypostatic union in Jesus looks like. The soul and the body are two distinct things joined together in a union within the one human being. With neither the soul or the body being changed by the other, or lost in the other, but both fully coexisting in the one human being. We are not a body, and we are not a soul. We are a person, and within our person the soul and the body come together in union. 

The confusion comes in because it can be difficult to see that God and man are compatible. How can the infinite God become something that’s finite? How can the transcendent God become a creature? How can God, the only immortal, assume the likeness of sinful flesh. How can God who cannot die; feel fear; taste weakness, now put on mortal flesh that is able to taste death, feel weak, be pressed in on by the fear of death. And the confusion that can stem from what looks like a contradiction causes people to either change the divine nature of Jesus, or change the human nature of Jesus. Or change who he is. 

The Hypostatic Union is the theological doctrine that in the one person (hypostasis) of Jesus Christ, the divine nature (as the second Person of the trinity) and the human nature (from the Virgin Mary) are united perfectly and inseparably. This union occurred at the incarnation, when the eternal Son of God (Logos) took on human flesh. The incarnation is the birth of Jesus. Luke 1 says the angel Gabriel visited a virgin named Mary, who was espoused to a man named Joseph. Telling her you shall conceive a child of the Holy Spirit, and his name will be called Jesus. The name Jesus means Yahweh saves, or Jehovah saves, or God saves. That says it all. Jesus is God in human form. The incarnation is God, through the eternal Son, taking human nature to Himself, so He can save his people from the disease of sin and death in the flesh. 

Jesus was born of a virgin. He was not conceived out of the passions aroused in our flesh. Jesus was not conceived by the passions aroused in a man and a woman. He has no earthly Father. He is the Lord from above. He is the eternal Word, face to face with the Father from all eternity. The Father in heaven is the uncaused cause of Jesus’ flesh. As it is written in the psalms and in the letter to the Hebrews, the Eternal Son speaking with the Father, saying a body you have prepared for me. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father, to conceive the eternal Son within the womb of Mary. Jesus being by nature God, receiving his humanity from Mary. Mary bearing in herself the Godman. Jesus being fully God by nature, and fully man by receiving to himself human nature from Mary. Born in the likeness of sinful flesh. Born under the law of sin and death, on account of his human nature. Fully partaking with mankind in flesh and blood, yet neither his flesh or his blood being corrupted. Meaning his flesh and his blood is not the flesh and blood of a mere man. It’s the flesh and blood of God Himself. 

Great is the mystery of godliness God was manifest in the flesh …. In order for humanity to partake with God in the divine nature, God would need to be manifested in human flesh. The only way for mankind to be one with the Father even as the Son is one with the Father, is if the eternal Son, who is eternally begotten, was begotten in human flesh, himself being the fulness of deity born in human flesh, joining God and man, the divine nature with human nature in his person, both natures simultaneously existing in Jesus, neither being lost or compromised, having distinction, but not division. - The Incarnation of God 7/29/25

· Matt. 16:18 – the gates of hell // talking about the evil purposes and designs of Satan to cause death to reign over man. I’m manifesting a truth in Me that will save you from the evil purposes and designs of Satan. See how it’s the evil purposes of Satan we are being saved from. This doesn’t say it’s saving us from God’s discontentment with us. - Why Man Needs To Be Saved 4/19/2015
· Matt. 16:19 - Keys to the kingdom of heaven: 

It’s not a literal key Jesus is talking about. The key is the revelation that the sons of man are the sons of God. The revelation that God is the Father of mankind; that His desire is unto us; that He has drawn near to us; to claim us as His own; to join Himself to us. The revelation that God made a place for us to dwell with Him, and braided us together with Himself and His incorruptible life. A life that condemns death in the flesh, a life that sends sin and the fruit of death that is the result of sin away from people. That revelation will be as a key to you, opening up the kingdom of heaven to you, showing you what the Father’s will has always been for mankind and for the earth.

We can see what the Father’s will for mankind and for the earth and what His kingdom is all about by looking at the man Christ Jesus seated in the heavenly place at the right hand of the Father, clothed in glorified immortal flesh and bone. Jesus is the word of God concerning the kingdom and what it is all about. At the end of Matthew 16 Jesus speaking about the mount of transfiguration when his body was illuminated with the glory of the Father says there be some standing here that shall not taste death until they see the son of man coming in his kingdom.

whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

This isn’t saying we must bind things on earth so they can be bound in heaven. It's about letting heaven loose in the earth by declaring what is true in heaven in the earth. It simply means something has been bound in heaven and something has been loosed in heaven. And through us seeing into Heaven and declaring in the earth what we see bound in heaven and loosed in heaven that same thing will be bound in the earth and also loosed in the earth. 

The way we bind on earth what is bound in heaven. The way we are able to loose on earth what has been loosed in heaven. The way we let the kingdom of heaven loose in the earth is through being witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus. Not witnesses in the sense of having been there but witnesses in the sense of testifying of a life that overcomes the grave and destroys sin and death in the flesh. 

We declare the man who overcame the death of the cross and is seated at the right hand of God in glorified immortal flesh never to be able to die again. The testimony of what we see in Jesus binds the accusation of the evil one against mankind and God. It condemns the death in the world that tries to condemn mankind. It sends the fruit that is in the earth because of sin away from people. 

In ancient Hebrew, to bind and to loose simply means to forbid by an indisputable authority and to permit by an indisputable authority. God has forbidden sin in our lives. He has forbidden our lives from death. He has forbidden the destruction of our lives, and the sin and death that was against us by the power of Jesus’ indestructible life. He has granted us the gift of eternal life by the righteousness of Jesus believing the Father loves him and will raise him from the dead. - On Earth As It Is In Heaven 5/23/21

· Matt. 17:1-8 – transfiguration, if you want to reason about who you are, go see Jesus on the mount of transfiguration, 
Christ is the wisdom of God about who you are. He wants to burn that image into our hearts. - The Truth About Who You Are
· Matt. 17:14-20 - The word faithless, is more accurately translated as unbelieving and perverse generation. People think it's harsh but really it's love. If you don’t know you are unbelieving, how can you believe? 
The disciples wanted to know why they couldn’t cast out the demon? They have a theme of “what am I doing wrong?” That is a symptom of unbelief (wondering what you are doing wrong). 
The result of them not being able to cast out the demon was unbelief. This is not casting out demons 101. This is treating the root problem, not just the symptoms. 
Unbelief is nothing more than belief in the wrong thing. 
We are vessels of belief. We have been created to believe. We are believing in something every day. Prov. 23:7, Prov. 4:23 – out of what you believe are the issues of your life.
Your heart is your understanding. Your belief system. You come to judgments and conclusions out of your heart and they then manifest in your life. 
We don’t believe in our own faith…we believe in Jesus’ faith.
When we ask why isn’t our faith working it’s because we are putting faith in our faith ☺. Put faith in Jesus’ faith. - What is Great Faith?
· Matt. 17:14-20 - It's actually a very beautiful thing going on in the father of the demonized boy. Yes he had some unbelief but he saw he couldn't deliver himself from unbelief and he looked to Jesus and the work of God to deliver him from unbelief. Even in the midst of his unbelief, the work of God was magnified in his sight. His heart glorified the work of God to deliver him from unbelief.

Unbelief is the fruit of not seeing God's righteousness towards you to care for your life. And because you aren’t seeing the love in God's heart for you and you aren’t seeing that He has enlisted the strength in His hand to serve you with the life you long for. What happens is you live as if you are an orphan in the earth, looking to the strength you see in yourself and the strength in the world's systems for life because you aren’t beholding what God has done in Christ to overcome death in the flesh and build you a body that can never taste death again. It’s for your heart and your mind to be filled with laboring for the meat that perishes because you aren’t seeing God's work to serve you with the meat that endures unto everlasting life.

When the Devil tempted Jesus to make his ability his food for life by telling Jesus to turn the stones into bread. If Jesus had turned the stones into bread that's what unbelief would look like.

The context is the unbelief going out from the disciples. Jesus says to the disciples this kind of unbelief goes not out but by prayer and fasting. 

The term prayer and fasting is a jewish idiom. It's what we call slang. It meant something specific to the jewish people of that time. It’s like if I say Laissez les bon temps rouler. It means something specific to me and to the people in the New Orleans area.

Prayer and fasting means to seek the face of the Lord. It means to delight yourself in the work of God and the strength in His hand. It’s a rest that comes upon a person on account of their eye being fixed on the work of God. - Help For Unbelief 8/15/21

· Matt. 21:18-22 - the account of Jesus cursing the fig tree and the fig tree dying from the root up. Jesus saw the fig tree from afar off and saw it had leaves. Now leaves on a fig tree is a sign. It's a sign that it is the time when it should be fruitful. If you see leaves on a fig tree it is declaring to you that it's the season where the tree should be producing fruit for you to eat. The leaves are promising fruit to those who come to the tree to eat. 

Now remember in Genesis 2 it said the tree of the knowledge of good and evil looked good for food. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil promised to make Adam and Eve fruitful. It promised to decorate them in the fruit of God's life but when they came to the tree and partook of it the tree left them barren and unfruitful in God's life. What it did was decorate them in thorns and thistles. We see Jesus decorated in thorns before being led up to be crucified because he took upon himself the wages of mankind eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

If you notice after Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and he saw his nakedness it was fig leaves that he tried to clothe himself with. Well if Adam was looking to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil to be clothed with life and the next thing we see Adam doing is trying to clothe himself with fig leaves it's a pretty good indication that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is being represented by a fig tree. 

So Jesus came upon the fig tree that promised him fruit and he saw it was barren. He saw it was not able to give him the fruit it promised. He saw it was not able to decorate him in the fruit of God's life. He saw it could not make him exceedingly fruitful. Even though it looked like good for food he saw it couldn’t produce fruit. He saw that even though it looked like it could decorate him with God's life it was barren and unfruitful in God's life. 

When Jesus saw the tree was barren he cursed the fig tree. He rejected the fig tree. Now what was happening here is that Jesus is the last Adam and he is rejecting the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as the way to be decorated with God's life. Jesus as the last Adam is turning his back on the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as the way to be made exceedingly fruitful. He was separating the darkness from the light.

Jesus was tending the garden the way the first Adam was supposed to tend the garden. Jesus was like a gardener pulling weeds. He was pulling the weed that had spread its thorns and thistles throughout the earth. Notice it says the fig tree dried out from the root up the next day when they came upon it. When Jesus cursed the fig tree he was taking an axe to the root of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Matt. 21:18-22 - The knowledge of good and evil is that it is good and just to have life and it is evil and unjust not to have life. The reason we can even feel fear and anxiety over the things that happen in the world is because we know life is good and death and tribulation is evil. The reason we could feel condemned in the past when we saw the works of the flesh in our lives is because we know the fruit of death isn’t consistent with life and we saw it as a sign we didn’t have what we needed to partake of life.

In Matthew 3:10 John the Baptist said Jesus is come to take an axe to the root of the tree that doesn’t bring forth good fruit. In Matthew 21 and Mark 11 Jesus cursed the fig tree because it promised fruit, it looked good to be able to feed him with fruit, just like Genesis says the tree of the knowledge of good and evil looked good to be able to feed Eve with life. But when Jesus got up on the fig tree there was no fruit to be had, there were only thorns and thistles.

Before Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil he was naked and it didn't bother him. He didn't see it as evil to not be clothed upon. He didn't see his nakedness as a sign he was lacking something he needed to partake of life. Then after he ate from the tree he saw his nakedness and his conscience accused him. His nakedness was able to work condemnation in him because his conscience was corrupted by the knowledge of good and evil.

If you look in the scriptures nakedness and being clothed are inferences to having life or not having life. They’re inferences to mortality and immortality. To be clothed is to be clothed upon with life. To be naked is to not be clothed with life or to have death or the fruit of death manifesting in your life. - The Knowledge of the Son of God 3/8/21

· Matt 23:25 – Jesus speaking to the Pharisees – whoa unto you who clean up the outside all the while you are dead on the inside. He was telling them you’re not presenting yourselves to God by what you do or don’t do. - God’s Perfect Will For Your Life
· Matt. 25:31-46 - Zacheus being the chief publican, he was the worst, he was on a sycamore tree, said something about it being an imitation, not the real thing, Jesus said make haste, come down from there. Zacheus represents the state of mankind before salvation. Make haste and come down from that imitation system and let Him make His home in you. 
God's will towards man is about God’s desire to be with his prized creation. Tabernacling with Him. God wasn’t upset about becoming one of us. What does that tell you about what he thinks about us? If we could get on board with that, it would feed our souls. - The Bread Of Life
· Matt. 27:46 - Saying God forsook Jesus on the cross is the logic of man. 
Imagine you have a perfect brother and your dad says I’m going to teach you about me by forsaking the one who is perfect. God does not teach us that he will never leave us nor forsake us by leaving us and forsaking us. God teaches us that by raising Jesus from the dead.
Matt. 27:46 – why have you forsaken me? Because we hear this, we say we did God forsake him. If we say Jesus believed God forsake him, how can we say he was trusting in God. Jesus can’t be the author and finisher and faith if he believed God forsook him. We are calling Jesus a sinner if we say Jesus believed this, because unbelief is sin. If Jesus believed God forsook him he would have come down from the cross and said I am the son of God. This is a picture of the word becoming flesh. So he can enter into our darkness and become our light. 
Jesus enters into our history to become our history. 
Now when we feel like God has forsaken us, we can look back at this and say God won’t forsake us. 
The verses before this are the Pharisees mocking Jesus, they are confessing the logic of man. They are looking at the cross and said truly he was the forsaken of God. Where is His God now? 
Jesus was doing something very specific. He was pointing these people to scripture. Psalm 22. This is a picture of Jesus hanging on the cross. Psalm 22:8 – what the Pharisees were saying. 
When Jesus cried this out, it’s the beginning of Psalm 22. The Pharisees knew the scriptures front and back, so he was pointing them to this Psalm. By the end of that psalm it says God did not forsook him. He was now confessing the truth. He was sending us back to psalm 22 saying you have a belief but God comes in with something else. Now our souls can be restored. Now you can make that your foundation and live from this platform. You can never make that your foundation if you think God forsook Jesus. 
He knew he was sending them back to this psalm. 
God didn’t need some blood sacrifice in order to be happy. God desired the cross so he could die away our death and bring a new covenant in which he would no longer impute our sins to us. God does not desire some outlet for his anger for man. If you believe that it will subvert your soul. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Matt 27:46 - So why did Jesus say my god my god why have you forsaken me? 
The Jews knew the Psalm. He was quoting the word. They all knew it. In the Hebrew culture they don’t read by verses; it's the whole psalm they take into account. 
Jesus didn’t think all of the sudden God had abandoned him. He was busy telling the disciples that he would be raised up on the third day in the week leading up to this. He didn’t all of the sudden forget this. 
When you get down to around verse 24 it says he has not despised him. Jesus is the afflicted one. The father never hid his face from him, rather he heard him when he cried. This revealed what Jesus believed in his heart. 
It's detrimental to see this the other way. This is about God dying away the logic that was made flesh in the serpent in order that we could find trust born in our hearts towards him. That we can say he did not hide his face from me. So we can say in the same way he raised Jesus up, he will restore me as well. To say I can trust this guy. - The Way God Helps Us Trust Him 10/12/15
Mark

· Mark 1:1 - In Mark there is no genealogy of Jesus. He is portrayed as the servant of man in Mark. Jews didn’t record the genealogy of servants….just an interesting fact. - The Proof Of Your Identity
· Mark 1:1 – about Jesus serving us. Part of his nature is our servant. Think of the washing of feet. We have a picture of what He did for us in this Gospel. 
He serves out of you. It’s Christ in us serving, not us serving. I Am came and lived in us.
The whole purpose of the cross was to put Himself in us and make us like him. Come ye unto me…He didn’t say learn how to be like me.
What you do is not the marker of whether or not you are like God. It is the holy spirit in us. The same way we are like our parents. We don’t have to do anything to try to be like our parents, we just are. 
We feel bad because we are trying to be like Jesus through our behavior. God says we are like Him because He will live in us. 
When you look at your kids, you see yourself. The same way God looks at us. - You Are Already Like God
· Mark 1:9-13 - The love of God is found in walking in His life. Walking in the light is to dwell in the Father’s love on account of walking in His life. If we look at Jesus, the reason he was fully persuaded of His Sonship, the reason his life was shaped by the Father’s love for him is because He walked in the light of the Father’s life. 

In Mark 1 Jesus was in the Jordan River and the Father poured out of Himself the Spirit of His Life onto Jesus. The Spirit of the Fathers life descended on Jesus as a dove, and through that Jesus hears the Father say to him you are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. If we could interview Jesus after he came up out of the Jordan he would say what manner of love the Father has bestowed on me that He has poured out His very life onto me.

Remember Jesus hadn't done anything yet when that happened. He had not resisted the temptation of the devil. He hadn't gone to the cross. He had not performed any miracles. His ministry hadn't even started yet.

The life that is in the world; the life that has been Fathered by the world does not contain the love of God. In fact it works against us experiencing the love of God. The life that is but dust, that is born of the world. The life that is in the world and of the world, is the life that has fathered all the death and tribulation we see in the world, and that is what wars against us experiencing the love of God. 

There’s a song called looking for love in all the wrong places. Trying to experience the love of God by looking at how it's going for you in the world. Will leave you picking pedals off a flower saying He loves me, He loves me not. - Looking For Love In All The Wrong Places 3/14/21

· Mark 2:27 - We have been created for a kind of life, not to do a kind of life. 
Pharisees were upset with Jesus because the disciples weren’t observing the Sabbath, man was not for the Sabbath but the Sabbath was made for man. Same with fruit of the spirit, it was made for man, not something we are supposed to be a slave to. We have been set free from this bc it’s a free gift to us. 
Gave example: It’s like someone said there is $100 million provided for you overseas. Then Jesus went and swam and got it and it was at the beach waiting for us but we’re still trying to swim and get it. 
It is the will of God for us to quit trying to bring forth his life. It’s not like you are getting away with something if you do that. 
If you want to give glory to God say I can’t do this, you are the only one that can do this. 
Being strong in faith, is to say this is the life I have been created to experience and I have a confident expectation of it. Just don’t try to produce it in your own effort. 
People think they will just fully persuade themselves. God persuaded Abe to believe that He is the one who would produce the fruit. Abe did not use his will power to believe hard enough. 
The burden of persuasion is on God. He enjoys having it that way. He would perform the work. It gave him a buzz. He influences our hearts with who He is. It happens by the hearing of faith, that God has done everything and will continue to do everything. The more you hear that, the more fully persuaded you become. - N/A
· Mark 2:27 - Jesus says the sabbath is for man not man for the sabbath. The Sabbath is not Lord over man. It's not man who serves the sabbath. It isn't something we perform or produce. The sabbath has never been about whether you must rest. It’s always been about God serving you with rest. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Mark 4:1 - The Parable of the parable sowing the seed. It’s talking about Jesus. 
The part he will focus on is verse 18 & 19. Choking the word. How Jesus says the cares of the word can act as a stumbling block and keep the word declared in Jesus from being fruitful. They can keep us from feeling freedom, joy, peace, etc. 
When Jesus talks about the different conditions of the heart He’s not just saying this person has this heart and what not but the different conditions people can have at any point in time. He’s not talking about a bad kind of guy, it’s something that can happen to any of us through the cares of the world. 
In becoming distracted we begin to meditate on that worry. Then we start getting busy thinking about what it means and how we can figure out what’s happening here. It’s not just that a care comes but how we can figure out a way to fix it through our own ability. Then our mind and imagination becomes consumed with this. This is what the world is talking about. 
If you find yourself caring about the fruit in your life the answer does not come from your much figuring, the way it will work is going to the Father about your care. You don’t get busy meditating on it.
Desire takes away your innocence. Cast your cares, then only say what you hear the Father saying. 
The way people experience life is through the Father, not through us. We are not the cogs, it is God.
People say God will never do anything for you if you only go to Him when something is wrong. We were designed to go to Him when something is wrong. It makes Him happy when we come to Him. - Freedom From The Cares Of The World 3/29/15
· Mark 4: 19-20 – the cares of this world entered in and choked out the word. The sower is Jesus. What is He sowing? His word. One of the biggest teachings here is that the word produces fruit. But if you get distracted and let those other things come in, they choke the word. - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· Mark 4:26-28 – sower and seed parable. The word is the seed that gets planted in our heart. What happens after that? Verses 26-28 – . Who did the work? The seed. What is the seed? The word of God, Jesus. Our part is to hear the word. That word will work in our heart and produce God’s life. This parable is the foundation. - Bible Fiction & Non-Fiction (Denise Henry 7/5/15)
· Mark 4:26-28 - The blade then the ear then the corn. The kingdom of God is not analyzing the fruit or manifestation of the holy spirit. It’s hearing about the kingdom. 
Don’t worry about the fruit, meditate on the root. Just keep hearing about Jesus. - Seek The Root Not The Fruit
· Mark 5:27 – Story of the woman touching his garment. The word to be saved there encompasses being made whole, healed, etc. She had done everything in her own strength to deal with this issue of blood. She explored every option the way the world says to fix the problem. Notice what happened to her issue after all of that, it got worse. The more she tried to do it through the wisdom of the world, the more she was focused on herself and not the provision. 
Verse 27 – when she had heard of Jesus. When she heard about the grace of God. When she heard it didn't have anything to do with her strength. The word is the same word that’s in Romans 10:17. The report. - Seek The Root Not The Fruit
Paul’s ministry was to testify about the grace of God. We have all been given this ministry. - Grace Activates Faith
· Mark 11:22 – have the faith of God, not in God. God calls things that are not as though they are. - The Faith Of God
Luke

· Luke 1:77 – He came to make Himself known to His people thru salvation /// the way they would become acquainted with salvation would be through something called the forgiveness of sin. 
We’ve made forgiveness about God being mad at us and that strips it of its power. Peter said if anyone has been purged from sin.
God has never confused who you are with what you do. When this happens you will be made whole. This is what salvation means, to make whole. The power to make us whole is found in forgiveness. Forgiveness is the action of God to make man whole again.
Being made whole is not talking about how God views you. - Entering The Holiest Place 3/1/2015
· Luke 2:1-14 - Bethlehem means the house of bread. It's in Bethlehem the bread will come that will fill the house so there can be meat in the house for the people to eat... 

Interestingly the modern name for Bethlehem Beit-Lahm means “house of flesh”. Jesus said my flesh is meat indeed. Malachi 3 says bring the tithe into the storehouse that there can be meat in my house for the people to eat. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the house of bread. He was placed in a manger, which is a feeding station for animals. He was placed in a feeding trough because he is the true bread from heaven. His body broken and raised up incorruptible is the food in the storehouse that can feed people with eternal life.

There wasn’t only a field where these shepherds were. There was also a tower near Bethlehem known as Migdal Eder, which means the tower of the flock or watch-tower of the flock.

It's the place where Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin. It's where David was anointed to be king by Samuel. 

Originally when Benjamin was born Rachel named him Ben Oni, which translated means son of my sorrow. Rachel was dying and was saying the birth of this child prophecies of the one who will come and deliver me from the pangs of this death. She named the child son of my sorrow as a prophecy of the one who would be born into the earth, and would carry her griefs and carry her sorrows upon himself, and crush the head of the serpent. Isaiah 53 prophesying of Jesus says he will be a man of sorrows. He will be intimately acquainted with our sorrows and through him being bruised by the serpent he will crush the serpent's head. 

Jacob then immediately after names the child Benjamin, which is to say son of my right hand. The apostle Paul says Jesus ascended to the right hand of God and led captivity captive. Jesus is seated at the right hand of God having overcome the death in the world, reigning over it by the power of an indestructible life.

The scriptures prophesied that the messiah would be born in Bethlehem, and that he would be revealed from Migdal Eder. Mic 4:8.

The tower was constructed as a place for watching over the sheep. On the ground floor, there was a room designated for the delivery of the newborn lambs. Now these were not just ordinary lambs, they were special lambs for the passover sacrifice, so the lambs had to be without spot and blemish. 

The Shepherds were also not ordinary shepherds. They were what’s called priestly shepherds. They took special care to the lambs from the time they were delivered until the time of Passover so they would be without spot and blemish.

When sheep are born they can get to thrashing around and they can get scrapes and bruises. These priestly shepherds would give special attention to the delivery of these lambs, they would swaddle them upon birth to keep them from thrashing around and getting spots and blemishes. And they would care for the lambs to keep them from any spot or blemish until the time of passover.

Listen these shepherds would have been like David meditating on the law of the Lord day and night. They were very aware of the prophecy that the messiah would be seen from the tower of the flock. When the angel appeared and told the shepherds they would find a baby, the savior of the world swaddled and laying in the manger, they knew the angel was talking about the lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. Just as the lambs that were used for the Passover were swaddled, Jesus was swaddled at birth. He is the true spotless lamb who came to take away the death that sin was serving the world.  

The angels sees God incarnated into human flesh. They see God Himself born into the earth as a human being. They see the place God finds His rest is mankind; that mankind is where God's heart is; mankind is the place God calls home. And they say Glory to God in the highest, goodwill towards men. 

Goodwill means to think favorably of someone. You know when someone has a sparkle in their eye as they talk about someone. The angels are saying God feels so happy at the thought of mankind that He has a longing in His heart to be with them. If God has drawn near to man it can only mean one thing, God misses mankind. He misses their presence. He misses them so much when they aren’t near, that He has drawn near to them to join Himself to them. And that is good tidings of great joy to all people. 

The Greek word for peace means to join together. Or to be joined together. Or to be set at one with someone. In God becoming a man, and putting on a body that was perishable and able to take our death into itself. He joined Himself to us in our death, that He might accomplish our warfare, that He might wage the ultimate warfare against the death that was warring against us, by consuming it to the uttermost in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

Where sin was abounding, causing death to reign over us, God was made manifest in the flesh so the grace that comes from His life could superabound over the death that was reigning over us. As the apostle Paul says where sin did abound causing death to reign over us, grace did much more abound. As Isaiah says though our sin was as red as crimson God made it as white as snow. - The Story of the Incarnation 12/27/20

· Luke 2:1-21 – famous Christmas passages. Almost like the power has been taken out of these verses because we have heard them so much.
The heart behind why a savior was born is what should bring us joy. What caused the angels to say glory to God. They saw Jesus not just as a child born, but the word of God incarnated in human flesh. His birth declares us to feel great joy. 
Saying Jesus was born so that God wouldn’t have to take his wrath out on us doesn’t make us feel great joy about the Father. There may be a bit of relief, but it doesn’t give us an accurate picture of the Father’s heart.
God didn’t send a savior because he was so disgusted with human beings. He sent a savior because he longed to have fellowship He desired to have with man. See how different that is. 
God had an opinion concerning man that made him long towards them. Sort of like when a man meets his wife. 
Sin was warring against man, not God. God said let me accomplish their warfare for them by conquering their sin for them. 
The way Jesus set man at one with God is by conquering their enemy, sin. They were both against the same thing. 
Sin didn’t keep man from being with God. Not like God gave man the stiff arm after they sinned. God still came to man, man hid from God. - Peace on Earth – 12/27
· Luke Ch. 2:7 - Mangers are not little wooden cribs. They are a big stone structure that had straw in it bc animals would eat out of it.
There was a reason Jesus was born in a feeding trough, we would be fed by this baby. This Jesus is what mankind will feed on. This is what God is telling us by Jesus being born in a manger. This Jesus will be the bread of life.
To feed from him is not cannibalistic, the works of God are to believe. The way that you feed on Jesus is by believing on everything He did. 
Feeding is an ongoing continuous thing, not a one-time event. The answer to everything trying to subvert our soul is by partaking of the bread of life. - The Bread Of Life
· Luke 2:13-14 - when the angels saw the birth of Jesus, they began to praise God saying glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards mankind. 

The angels saw the birth of Jesus as a sign God is with man. That God is mindful of man. That He misses them when they aren’t near. He misses them when they aren’t resting in His bosom. The angels saw the birth of Jesus as a sign the place God calls home is mankind. They saw the birth of Jesus, and they saw the tabernacle of God is man.

God putting on human flesh, meant something in the eyes of the angels. God has an incorruptible life. If God put on flesh that’s been corrupted by death. If God Himself was born of a woman, born in blood. It means that God is going to make the sin of the world that was red as crimson; that is afflicting mankind and the earth with death, white as snow. The angels knew if God almighty was born in blood. Remember blood is a sign of a body that's been corrupted with death. The angels knew if God Himself has been born in a human flesh that's been corrupted with death, it means God is with man to bring a plague to sin and death. If the almighty God has now put on the flesh of man that’s been made filthy with death. The reason He’s done that is to cleanse the flesh of man from death; to perfect mankind by manifesting His life in them. - N/A

· Luke 2:14 - On earth, peace towards men. Doesn’t mean peace on earth, but peace with men.
This word peace is shalom. Means much more than just peace – safety, security, joy, etc. 
Jews don’t see shalom in our lives. If they did, a lot more would be saved and want to know about what we have. 
If there is peace now, it means there used to not be peace. All of our fears stem from not having peace from God. Now we do, so we should not be experiencing those other things.
Most of us seek peace in the world. If my wife wasn’t so angry, then I would have peace, etc. If people would just seek the peace they have with God they would see peace in everything else. Seek ye first the kingdom of god….peace is encompassed in that word. It’s not your relationships, etc that are getting you out of peace, it’s not remembering the peace you already have with God. Remind yourself that God is not mad at you or anybody else. This is what the angels were singing about in Luke 2.
After Jesus healed people he told them to go in peace. He spoke Hebrew, and would have said go in shalom. 
Ask yourself: Is the cause in a lot of your troubles because you don’t understand the peace you already have? We are not trying to make God peaceful with us. Jesus signifies peace. 
The peace that the hippies talked about was the devil belittling Jesus’ peace. We should be seeking the peace that we have with God, not peace with the world. That peace in the world is fleeing. Sometimes it’s good, sometimes it’s bad. That is not real peace. It has no staying power. God is trying to put us in his peace. - Peace With God
· Luke 2:14 - The word peace in Hebrew is shalom and it means much more than just an absence of conflict. It means to be made whole; it means completeness and perfection. It's the absence of conflict and torment on account of having been made whole. The birth of Jesus is a sign God is with us as our David, taking vengeance on death, having accomplished our warfare; comforting us in our affliction; stilling the storms of our hearts, by making us whole; making us complete; perfecting us from death, by serving us with His eternal life. - Keeping Christ in Christmas 1-8-23

· Luke 2:52 – Jesus comes as the rep of man. There is more than one thing going on, not just one with Jesus. Jesus grew in wisdom and stature…Jesus grew in his understanding of the wisdom of God and it caused him to grow in his stature of his sonship. 
Walking with God happens in a certain way. Sheema Sheema, the Jews have this. They recite this prayer all the time. This comes from the Bible. Sheema means hear and keep on hearing. They base this on a few different verses – Deut 6: 4-9 – one lord – you don’t worship another lord, basically says take this word and write it everywhere, so everywhere you go you would be confronted with this word. - Walking in the Cool of the day
· Luke 2:52 … Passover feast … days of the feast fulfilled .. Jesus hearing and asking questions … marveled at his understanding. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.

These verses always stood out to me. Jesus is the express image of God’s person. He’s the eternal Son, the word that's been from the beginning. The light that appeared in Genesis, who created all things, who gave life and breath to everything that exists. I always thought how can the eternal word; how can the eternal Son grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man. I mean He’s God. He’s the wisdom from above.

Growing in stature means to grow in maturity, or to grow in Sonship. Jesus grew in intimacy with eternal life, as a man in corruptible flesh, that’s how he grew in Sonship. Yes, Jesus is, and always has been the begotten Son from all eternity but he had never been clothed in human flesh before. He had to grow in the stature of Sonship while dwelling in a body corrupted by death. Jesus was born of a woman. He was born in blood. He was born in the likeness of sinful flesh. He wasn’t a created being but now he put on a flesh that was created; so he would experience the same desires and emotions that go along with dwelling in corruptible flesh.

Jesus grew in his understanding of what it was to be a human. He learned how to discern the feelings of weakness and confusion and fear … you have to understand the feeling of weakness was foreign to Jesus. Sure Jesus is the word of life. He is the eternal life of the Father that's been from the beginning; that created all things; that holds all things together. But He had never been clothed in the likeness of sinful flesh. He had never partaken of flesh and blood before. He is eternal life; so he had no fellowship with death, or the body of death; or the feelings and weakness and fear and confusing thoughts that come from perishing flesh. His senses needed to be exercised to discern both good and evil. He had to grow in his understanding of the appetites of the flesh; what it is for the flesh to hunger, what it’s hungering for, and what has the power to satisfy the hunger. That's why Jesus says man does not live by bread alone but by every word from God. His senses were exercised to discern both good and evil. - Growing in Wisdom & Stature 2/18/24

· Luke 3:21-22 – Satan tried to weave our behavior into the equation but that’s not God’s system.
We can live the same way Jesus did by believing we are acceptable.
God doesn’t want or need to add anything to your character for you to be acceptable to Him. He is satisfied with how He made you because He made you just like Himself. 
Jesus wasn’t tempted to do something bad, he was tempted to do something to prove who He was. 
 It was Jesus’ not doing that set us free.
Jesus was tempted to find life in His own ability. Jesus did nothing. - What Would Jesus Do, Nothing (Denise Henry) 5/16
· Luke 4:13 – the devil left tempting Jesus until there was a more opportune time. If you go back to Matt 27 – what you’ll see is the Pharisees came mocking Jesus, saying if you’re the son of God prove it. Saying where is his god now? What they were doing was tempting Jesus to partake in sin, to think he was the forsaken of God, so he would do the same thing Adam did and try to clothe himself. - The Way God Helps Us Trust Him 10/12/15
· Luke 4:13 - the amplified version says; when the devil had finished every temptation, he left Jesus until a more opportune time.

The more opportune time for Satan to tempt Jesus is when Jesus was stripped naked, with a crown of thorns pressed into his head, and nailed to the cross. The reason it was a more opportune time is because that was the moment when the fullness of the corruption and the death in the world was manifesting in Jesus’ body. The cross was the height of tribulation. There can be no greater tribulation than the death of the cross.

If you notice Satan tempted Jesus when he was in the midst of hard times. In the first temptation Jesus hadn't eaten in 30 days and was starving to death. The devil tried to use the weakness and lack Jesus felt to tempt Jesus to make the strength in his hand the food that can give him life. - Deliverance From Temptation 2/28/21

· Luke 4:18-19 – verses from Isaiah 61 that he reads, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. We are in that era right now. This is what we should be preaching. When you compare the two it is interesting. Isaiah 61 says to preach the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God. Jesus reads it and the part that is missing is the vengeance of God. Why? Because that can’t come until the church age ends. It won’t come til the tribulation starts. 
The acceptable year of the Lord is talking about the year of Jubilee in Leviticus. It is a picture of everything that was stolen from us in the Fall being restored to us. That is what happened when Jesus died on the cross He made everything new, He ushered in the age of grace. God is making the final push to get people into the Kingdom right now. 
When people pronounce judgment they don’t understand this is the acceptable year of the Lord.
Do we find Jesus judging anybody? The people He came against the hardest were the Pharisees. 
Just tell people to believe in Jesus, He shed his blood for you. The one sin that matters is not believing in Jesus. 
Nobody wants to hear judgment. You should feel like God just came and kissed you on the mouth when you leave church. - Was Hurricane Katrina The Judgment of God?
· Luke 4:18-19 – when Jesus said he came to bring deliverance to the captives, means he came to preach forgiveness to all who were in bondage to sin, it could just as easily say he came to preach forgiveness
Wages of sin is death, not God’s anger
Sin doesn’t need God’s help to produce death, it kills us all by itself, sin is what were captive of
OT word for forgives means He who lifts off sin, when it speaks of God it is one who lifts off sin, it speaks of someone helping us, not someone who is mad at me
Summary of forgives – release from the bondage of sin, send sin away from us, divorce of from sin, lift sin off of us, destroying the union man had with sin. - Why Blood is Needed For Forgiveness In Light of Grace 2/22/15
· Luke 4:18 - Jesus came to set at liberty those who were bruised. 

Death was bruising us and beating us. God found fault with death and the way it abused us. He wanted to comfort us in our affliction. He wanted to give us His peace. So He chastised the death that was upon us in the flesh of Jesus when He raised Jesus from the dead. - Healed From Death 4/12/20

· Luke 4:18 - Jesus says He came to heal the broken hearted, and to heal the sight of those who are blind. The blind are those who couldn't see God's face shining upon them in their time of need. The brokenhearted are those who thought they were alone in their time of need. Jesus heals the brokenhearted through the recovering of sight.

We were living by our natural sight, thinking we were all alone; that the Father left us alone when we needed Him the most; not giving our lives the care we needed; as if he was indifferent to our hurt. At the cross Jesus was as a master artiste; painting a magnificent portrait in the earth; painting the image of God with us in the midst of the trauma that came against our lives; helping us to see the Father was with us in our time of need; His face shining upon us with His likeness; to cloth upon us; in the evil day; when our lives and our hearts; came under attack. - Good Good Father 6/17/24

· Luke 9:48 - Jesus says the least among you shall be the greatest. And in Matthew 20 He says the last shall be first. The context of Jesus saying those things is connected to being converted and becoming as little children.

How is it that a little child lives? 

A little child isn't filled with the cares of the world. They aren’t carrying the burden of bringing forth their own life. They aren't taking thought of their life. Their thoughts are not bogged down with their lives and the care their lives need to flourish. They are just enjoying life.

Something interesting about little children is they have no consciousness of mortality, and because of that they have no fear, and their mind isn't filled with the care of their life. All the cares of the world come from trying to perfect and uphold a life that is perishable. Little children dwell in innocence, free from the cares of the world, because they aren’t aware of their mortality. It's like with nakedness. Little children aren’t aware of their nakedness and so they don’t see it as needing to be taken care of. Something interesting is that nakedness in the scriptures is used symbolically to talk about mortality.

The world wants to steal your innocence. It wants to steal your childhood. The world wants you to take up your own life. It wants to uncover your nakedness. It wants to fill your thoughts with the care of your own life, and the way it does that is by filling your conscience with mortality. The world even has cliches like life is fragile, or life is short, all with the intent to stain your conscience with mortality. Can you imagine God saying life is fragile or life is short? - N/A

· Luke 9:52-56 – Jesus on his way back to Jerusalem for one of the festivals. The Samaritans say they don’t want him there. Samaritans and Jews were at odds. They didn’t care that he was the son of David, they didn’t want him there. Then his disciples said shall we call down thunder and judgment on them. That took some faith. You would think Jesus might applaud them for this, but Jesus rebuked them and said ye know not what spirit you are of. You don’t know who you are from . 
Doesn’t it seem reasonable what they were doing? But Jesus was saying you don’t know the nature of God. 
People who preach judgment are doing what James and John did. They don’t realize their own faults are just as bad. If we would preach the love of God, some people might get saved.
God is not imputing our sins to us anymore. We should be preaching the goodness of God. It’s the goodness of God that leads men to repentance. Man wants to punish man out of their problems. God loves them out of their problems.
Why are people filled with judgment? How do they miss it so bad? They must not read the Bible, not sure. The Bible says this over and over. The son of man does not come to destroy men's lives but to save them, whether they deserve it or not. - Was Hurricane Katrina The Judgment of God? - Becoming As Little Children 8/22/21
· Luke 10:38-42 – Mary and Martha – is there anything needed in the message of grace, how do we participate…Jesus said the one thing that is needful is to sit as feet. Intimacy with Jesus is not just talking with Jesus but having intimacy with the word made flesh. When you come and hear the gospel you are fellowshipping with Jesus. 
We don’t want to think of us this as a formula, instead of a function of our relationship with God, then we will start to think of it like class, then it will be painful, we won’t be excited about it, it will be like some chore, grit our teeth and get it done, this strips this relational aspect of our relationship with God. 
Life will come from the fellowship with the Father. Have a confident expectation of this, don’t always think about how you can get somewhere, i.e. – how many course credits I can get to earn a degree, what I’m going to do to get a degree, etc. 
Life will accidentally happen to you when you hang out with God. 
When Paul talked about finishing the race, he wasn’t talking about reaching a certain destination but never leaving the faith, he finished the course. The course is not destinational it is positional. 
There is no better life than the life of a son. This is how that life is born in us. From sitting with him and hearing how well he speaks of us. - Walking in the Cool of the day
· Luke 10:38-42 – Jesus did nothing. Mary and Martha – what is Martha doing? She’s not looking at Jesus, when we start looking at our behavior, then we start looking at others…she is saying look at what I’m doing and Mary doing nothing…then she judges Jesus…she says don’t you care…Jesus didn’t…She tells Jesus what he ought to do…Jesus didn’t give in to that temptation….God’s will is not that we are troubled about our lives. Verse 42, one thing is needful, Mary has chosen the good part. What did she choose? She chose to keep her eyes on Jesus. 
Have you ever wondered what Jesus was talking to Mary about? God told Deb that Jesus was telling Mary how great she was, how she was his heaven, that she was like him, that he was pleased with her…that’s why she didn’t want to get up. 
 It isn’t about what Jesus did….it’s about what He believed.
The very thing Jesus was trying to free us from is getting us into works…that is Satan’s belief system. Jesus' fight of faith was not giving into Satan’s belief system. Jesus came to debunk all of these things. 
God gave Jesus all he needed. God will give you all you need. - What Would Jesus Do, Nothing (Denise Henry) 5/16
· Luke 10:48 - Mary and Martha – Martha is not some evil woman. She loved Jesus, but she was distracted. Martha was probably trying to get Mary to help her first. Mary wasn’t going to be distracted. She said I ain’t going nowhere. Then Martha goes to Jesus and says don’t you care? Did everything depend on Martha? How many times we think it all depends on us. That is a lie. Jesus multiplied the fish and the loaves. Martha didn’t have to do all this service. In Martha being worried about serving it exposed her heart. Jesus said you are worried about many things. Jesus said one thing is needful. What was that? Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus, hearing his word. But conventional wisdom will say, how will you eat, get things done, etc. 
Mary is the one who anointed His feet for burial. Do you think she thought of that on her own? No. She heard because she was seeking. And Jesus said wherever ppl talk about Him they will talk about Mary. Here we are still talking about Mary. 
If you don’t think you can hear the word, find one scripture and meditate on that. 
Don’t let the devil make you think this is hard, it’s easy, it’s the answer. - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· Luke 11:39 - Jesus talking to the Pharisees, they make the outside clean but the inside is wicked. Nobody kept the law like the Pharisees. They kept the law above the 10 commandments. 
We are more concerned with behavior modification rather than believing modification. 
The law is like a mirror. It can only show you that you need to get clean, it can’t make you clean. That was the purpose of the law, to make us aware of our need for a savior. - Obedience In The New Covenant
· Luke 13:34 – gather her as a hen (female)….the heart of God wants to gather us as a mother hen would. - The Mother Heart of God (Debra Henry) 5/9
· Luke 16:19-31 - It’s like with the account of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke’s gospel. The rich guy asks Abraham if he can send Lazarus back to his brothers to testify to them so they can repent. And Abraham says they have Moses and the prophets. And the guy says but if one comes back from the dead they will believe. And Abraham says if they wouldn’t listen to Moses and the prophets, then neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead to testify to them.

If the blood of Christ himself, the lamb that all the old covenant rituals spoke of, is manifested in our midst, and has taken away the death that was reigning over the world, bringing to light the promise of immortality, and a person willfully rejects the Spirit of grace, considering themselves dead to Christ crucified, trampling underfoot the blood of the covenant with which they were sanctified from death, preferring their own works over the work of God. If the promised lamb is come, and the Holy Spirit is poured out on all flesh, and a person hears of the righteous thing God has done to give them the kingdom as a gift, and that isn't able to form within them a heart filled with faith towards God. Then certainly, the blood of bulls and goats, and the works contained in the law, will never be able to cause that person to turn away from looking to their own works and walk in the good work of God. So let’s go on from that.\ - Moving On To Perfection 1/17/21

· Luke 16:22-23 - Lazarus – looks and feels like lack but is it really lack? The beggar looked like he lacked. Where was God? Right there. Luke 16:22-23 – it came to pass that the beggar died and was carried by the angels into heaven, the rich man went to hell. We can’t judge the things that go on here in our own carnal thinking. When we see the things he sees we will not feel lack and pain even while we’re walking in the shadow of death. - Freedom From The Lie of Lack – Denise Henry 11/8/15
· Luke 17:11-19 - The account of Jesus healing 10 lepers. When Jesus heals the 10 lepers it was a sign from heaven meant to cause them to call upon the name of the Lord. Jesus healed them as a sign God has a life in Himself that heals sin in the flesh, and God was with them to serve them with that life. But, only 1 of the lepers glorified God, and Jesus says only the 1 was made whole. 10 were healed from leprosy but only 1 was made whole from sin and death. Wholeness wasn't found in healing the leprosy. The point wasn't just to make their life better in the world by healing the leprosy. The point of cleansing them from the defilement of their flesh was for them to be made whole from sin and death by calling upon the name of the Lord. - Laying the Foundation for Healing 9/24/23

· Luke 21:25-26 - speaking of the coming of the Son of Man says … And there shall be signs in the sun, and the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

Matthew 24:12 speaking of the same distress in the earth says … And because iniquity will abound the love of many shall wax cold.

I know these verses are referenced a lot to try and hammer down whether we are in the last days or not. Or whether they already passed or not. That’s not my motivation for bringing up these verses. Let me just say if you are reading those verses trying to determine the specific time of the last days you are missing it.

For anyone who is concerned about the last days and when they are … listen we’ve been in the last days since the Lord Jesus ascended on high and sat down at the right hand of the Father, having received in his body the very glory and immortality of God, pouring out of himself the Holy Spirit on all flesh. The last days/the end times are the days and the times leading up to the day where there is no more sin and death anywhere in creation. We can say it's the last days of the existence of death in the earth. It’s the end of the time where death can be seen in creation. You can say it’s the end of the time of keeping time itself. If you want to be prepared as the scriptures say the way you prepare is by believing on the faith that was revealed in Christ Jesus. 

The verses in Luke and Matthew talk about people's hearts failing them through fear because of the distress they see in the earth. Fear is the currency of the world. The currency of the world and its systems is fear. The world stands in awe of the death and the corruption and the calamity in the earth, and because the meditation of their hearts is all the time the evil they see in the earth, their steps are ordered; their hearts are moved by fear instead of the love of God. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Luke 22:39-46 - Jesus in the Garden – Jesus went to God, He let God deal with the pain for him. He rested in God. We don’t need to run from the pain. 
God never causes you pain. He never wanted us to feel pain. What causes pain? Our circumstances, saying we are not as we ought to be, there starts the system of self performance and self salvation. When the pain comes instead of trying to make it go away in your own way, go to God and let him persuade you of the truth. You don’t have to run or medicate. You will find God working in your heart in amazing ways that you may not even know was going on.  Ask God to continue to persuade your heart. - The Rest God Has For His People – Denise Henry 10/5/15
· Luke 23:24-47 – The Centurion. Into thine hands I commend my spirit…the centurion said certainly this was a righteous man…this was after he heard Jesus say Father into your hands I entrust my life. Notice he defines the righteousness of Jesus by how he trusted His Father. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Luke 23:46 – This was after he said why have you forsaken me. Now look at what He says, Father I trust my spirit into your hands. He could not have believed God forsook him and then say into your hands I entrust my life. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Luke 23:46 - There's Jesus on the cross, and there's no strength in his flesh. He wasn't wise according to what was seen in his flesh. He wasn't noble according to what was seen in his flesh. He wasn't strong according to what was seen in his flesh. We can see both his hands nailed to the cross; that he didn't look to his good works to overcome sin and death in the flesh. He didn't call out to God on the cross, and tell the Father all the miracles he performed and all the good deeds he did, like the Pharisee in Luke 18. He thought little of his own works and made much of the work of God. He was meek, he was poor in spirit. He saw God's eyes were full of mercy. Hebrews says he looked to the one who could save him. He cried out Abba into your hands I commit my desire for life. This is the doctrine of Jesus. The cross is Jesus teaching his doctrine. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Luke 24:13-35  – road to Emmaus – couple disciples become disheartened…they didn’t know what to think about him being crucified…he could’ve just told them He was Jesus but what He did was expounded on the things concerning Him in scripture. There was no NT then. He began with Moses. 
We can walk on the road to Emmaus anytime we want. We have Christ in us. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus (Gideon Series)
· Luke 24:13-25 - after Jesus was raised from the dead he walks on the road to Emmaus with two disciples. Luke says Jesus opened up all of the OT scriptures to the two disciples by revealing that they all spoke of him. There was a veil over their hearts when they read the Old Testament scriptures and Jesus removed the veil by showing the disciples himself in the scriptures. 

Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end of the faith that is contained in the scriptures. He is the word in the scriptures made flesh. He is the entirety of the word of prophecy and the teaching that is contained there. Christ is the full counsel of God. 

So when we read books like 2nd Chronicles it is supposed to be interpreted in light of The death and resurrection of Jesus. We want to find the revelation of what is said in 2nd Chronicles in the word that was made flesh in Jesus. - He Reconciled The World 4/5/20

· Luke 24:13-35 - Jesus opened up the scriptures and showed the 2 disciples the things concerning Himself from Moses to the prophets. We’ve had our road to Emmaus moment. Our hearts have burned within us. The veil has been removed. We see the Lord Jesus in all the scriptures, from Moses to the prophets. We don’t come with words of man's wisdom, telling people what they must do to make themselves strong according to the world. We preach Christ crucified, the wisdom that's full of power to immerse people in the life and fellowship of the Godhead. - His Face Shines Upon You 6/30/24

John

· John 1:1 – He’s giving us the genealogy of Jesus. His divine genealogy is God. He listed the origin of Jesus. The origin of the word. - The Proof Of Your Identity
· John 1:1 - What has God redeemed us to? Our original design. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 28
· John 1:1 - The books of John are some of the most misunderstood books in the Bible. 
I was led to the background of John when studying this. These books were written well after the Gospels and Paul’s books. All his books were written within a few months most likely. 
John’s gospel is much different from the others. Greg started studying what was going on when John wrote his letters. The perversion was trying to take over the true Gospel. They were spreading a perversion of the truth to lead people away from Christ. John’s books were written to come against these lies.
John’s Gospel is all about Jesus’ divinity. 
Some of the things they were promoting: Christ did not come in the flesh. Jesus was not the son of God. Sin does not exist. They didn’t believe there was any sin to be saved from. They believed that you didn’t have to confess Jesus and need a savior. One of the primary things that people were teaching is that they were sinless. 
If any scripture contradicts what the finished work of Jesus did, then it is misunderstood. 
The Gnostics taught that God created Jesus, which is why John says from the beginning…
Jesus had to become a man for anything he did to be binding over everybody else. To say Jesus didn’t come in the flesh is to say that he didn’t do anything for us. 
If you open a letter addressed to somebody else, you probably won’t understand the context. For example, Greg had a friend in the Marines that would write him letters. He didn’t say in that letter I’m a Marine. If we didn’t know that, we wouldn’t understand the context. We wouldn’t know where he’s at and what he’s addressing. - The Truth About 1 John 1:9
· John 1:1 - In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God. John goes on to say in verse 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

We saw a life manifested in Jesus that we knew was from the Father, and that declared the Father to us. Glory is to see something in someone that gives you a good opinion of them.

I think a lot of times when we think of the Word being made flesh we tend to only think of Jesus being born of a woman. But, the Word made flesh is also pointing to the resurrection of Jesus when his body was begotten of the Father, and not the dust of the ground.

We can certainly see the glory of the Father in Jesus going around and doing good. Healing the blind. Healing the Lepers, and all who were oppressed of the devil. We see the glory of the Father in Jesus removing the condemnation and accusation hanging over the woman caught in adultery. But, the glory of the Father wasn't fully seen in Jesus until the resurrection. - And The Word Was Made Flesh 4/4/21

· John 1:1 - “In Him/Jesus was life”. The word “was” means to be, to exist, in the Greek. It’s in the imperfect active indicative. The imperfect tense in Greek describes an ongoing, continuous, or durative action in the past — something that was continuously existing or occurring, rather than something that happened once. So when John says in Jesus was life he’s talking about something that was continually existing, not something that came to be, not something that began to exist in Jesus at some point in time. - Did Jesus Raise Himself From The Dead? 10/19/25

· John 1:3-4 - In John 1:3 John contrasts “in him was life” when talking about Jesus with the phrase “come into being” when talking about creation. “In him was life” marks existence without reference to origin, whereas “come into being” marks the coming into existence of created things. So John 1:4 signifies that life already and continuously exists in Jesus — it’s not something newly imparted. Thayers says, to be, to exist, is used to speak of timeless existence, particularly in reference to God, or divine beings. John 1:4 expresses that Jesus has absolute, continuous being, not merely existence at a point of time, but existence without beginning. The Greek word “was” that’s used to describe Jesus indicates that life was inherently and eternally in him. The context of John makes it quite clear in the beginning was God, the eternal Son, being part of the eternal Godhead, and he is the source of life, inherently having life in himself. 

We can't look at the resurrection of Jesus and say he became something he was not. We can only look at the resurrection and say what he always was is proved for all to see. If the Word of Life took a body to Himself what do you think would become of his body. Yes the body he took to himself was mortal so it could be offered for the sin of the world. But it’s not possible for it to remain dead, because it had become the very temple of a self existent Life. The reason Jesus is Savior is because he raised his own body, demonstrating that He is the Son of God, having His being from the Father, whose Word and Wisdom and power He is. Having destroyed death, gifting us all with incorruption through the promise of the resurrection, having raised His own body as its first-fruits, and a promise to all who believe on him. - Did Jesus Raise Himself From The Dead? 10/19/25

· John 1:4 – in Him was life and the life was the light of men /// in Christ is God’s testimony about our life and leads us out of the darkness. This is how Christ has delivered us as the high priest. He made our sins as white as snow. He has removed the veil that was blinding us about the true testimony of our life. Our life finds its voice in Christ now. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 17
· John 1:12-13 – born not of the blood nor of the will of flesh but of man…
If John says we are not born from the will of the flesh, we don’t serve him through our will power. If we say we have to resist sin, we are believing we serve God through our will power. - God’s Perfect Will For Your Life
· John 1:1-13 - John is drawing on the spirit of Genesis 1 here. Just as Genesis 1 begins by saying God, the chief of all creation. John begins by making the point that the chief of all things; that which created all things, and gave all things life, put on human flesh.

John says, in Jesus was life, and the life that was in Jesus was the light of men. The life the Father has in Himself, came in the flesh, it manifested in Jesus, and that life was the light of mankind. John follows that up a few verses later by saying Jesus is the light that lights up every person that comes into the world. And for all those who will receive him, he will give them power to appear as the Sons of God. 

Jesus is the light that lights up every person who comes into the earth. The life that manifested in Jesus declares to all people they have an inheritance, and the Father is their inheritance. In Jesus we see the Fathers life in human flesh. We see the eternal life that is in the Father has been loosed on all flesh. The Father has stretched forth His hand towards all people to anoint them with His life. He has a sinless life. A life that is perfected from death. The Father has a life that cannot be overcome by the world or the sin and death in the world, and He is come in the flesh, to give you of Himself, His most precious gift, His life. The Father shed His blood for you. He entered into corruption for you. He entered into the depths of our sin-stained life, so He can make Himself and His life manifest in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, and offer His life to you as a gift free from your works. Grab ahold of that life. It’s yours.

John says all those who receive Jesus. Receive means to grab ahold of. All those who grab hold of Jesus. All those who believe on the testimony the Father has given in Jesus, and call upon His name for life. Those who allow God to surname them. Who believe in the goodness of the Father, and come home to their inheritance. Those who lay down the life the world has given them, and receive the gift of the Father himself, and lay hold of the life He gave them freely in Jesus. They shall receive strength to appear as the Sons of God.

The word become means to appear. Appearing as the Sons of God talks about the glorification of our mortal bodies. It talks about being filled with the grace of Christ now. It talks about treading on serpents now. It talks about walking in the power of Sonship now. The strength to appear as the Sons of God is found in possessing the life of the Father. The power of Sonship is contained in identifying with the life that is in the Father, the same life that manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. The power to walk in your identity as the children of God is found in considering yourself dead to the life that's contained in the things of the world, and considering yourself alive to God, and the life He has Himself. - The Power to Walk In Your Identity 8/14/22

· John 1:14 – the word became flesh, the glory of God, full of grace and truth. // starts with and so it’s connecting to something else. John 1:1 – in the beginning…the same word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
We have a God that is not far from us, that is interested with us, so enamored with us. 
Jesus is the only thing that can make God known to us. It’s only Him. That’s it. 
If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father. He is the visible manifestation of God. John is setting this foundation to bring forth faith in the hearts of ppl.
Who am I that God’s thoughts are filled with me? The answer to that question is Jesus Christ seated at the right hand of the Father. 
Jesus was not murdered. He offered up His life. No man took His life from Him. This takes away His love for ppl. He would have cried out for vengeance if He was murdered. - The Faithfulness of God Towards Man
· John 1:14 - John starts his gospel by saying in the beginning was the word and the word was with God, or face to face with God, and the word was God. And then John says the word was made flesh.

What is the word John says became flesh?

The word about God and who and what He is. The word about what's in God's heart towards all people and the way He manifests Himself in their lives. This is the word that John says was made flesh. And John says this word is a light that shines into the darkness that entered the earth by Adam in order to reveal the truth about God to all people.

Jesus is the express image of God's person. He is the exact representation of who God is and what is in God's heart for you and your life. There is no word about God outside of what is seen in Jesus. Notice John doesn't say this word about God only came to be in the new covenant. John makes a point to say this word about God that was made flesh in Jesus has been from the beginning.

John says in chapter 1 of his gospel that no one has seen God except for Jesus. Jesus has been in the bosom of the Father. He has been face to face with God from the beginning. He has seen into the depths of God's heart and God's being. He has come to manifest God in our midst to make God known to us. He has come to declare God to us so our knowledge of God can be according to the truth. 

John isn’t saying that no one has known God at all or that no one has seen some things about God that are true. He isn’t saying Moses didn't see things about God that were true or that Abraham didn’t see things about God that were true. John is saying no one has seen God in the sense of what it means for God to be a Father to mankind. No one except Jesus has known the heart of God according to the tenderness of what it means to be someone’s Abba or PaPa.

God's heart is beautiful. There’s a tenderness in God's heart for you and for your life. Jesus has come to put that tenderness on display for the entire world to see. So that in seeing the heart of God we can be intimately acquainted with what it means for God to be a Father to us and we can be put to rest by His love for us. 

Knowing God as Father is not simply to say we have come from God or to say God is our creator. Knowing God as Father carries with it an understanding of what it means that God has taken it upon Himself to Father His life in you. It's for your intimacy with God to be born from the knowing that He has taken it upon Himself to serve you with the peace and the love and the joy you need. 

There’s a difference between knowing someone as your biological Father and knowing someone as your dad.

We see kids who have grown up in a household where someone other than their biological father cared for them and because of that they call that man their dad instead of calling their biological father, dad. They don't know their biological father as dad. They know the one who has always cared for their life and protected them from harm as dad.

In the account of the prodigal son and the good father. Both the sons knew their father as their biological father but neither of them were intimately acquainted with what it means that He was their dad. They were both trying to attain to life by their own works. 

A dad is someone whose good pleasure is to freely provide life to their children. It's someone who considers the needs of their children above themselves and their own needs. It's someone whose good pleasure is to lay down their life for their children. It's their joy to pour themselves out for their children. A dad is someone who can only ever be good to you. Only ever protect you from all that harms you. They nurture you unto life. They uphold you and comfort you in times of need and sorrow. - Sanctifying the Name of God 10/27/19

· John 1:14 - It's an interesting use of words John uses in chapter 1 of his gospel, when he says the word was made flesh. If you look at the book of Deuteronomy, the meaning of the word Deuteronomy, means the word of the law. It talks about the word contained in the law. Jesus is the revelation of the word contained in the law. The law is the beginning of the doctrine that is Christ. It's an introduction to the doctrine that would later be revealed in Christ. 

The law was given because of transgression. It was given to reveal what sin is, and that sin was serving people with death. Paul says he would not have known sin except the law says thou shalt not covet. - The Tablets of Testimony 11/10/24

· John 1:14 - Fast forward to John's Gospel, and John says the word was made flesh. What word was made flesh. The word about God. John says in the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God. John goes on to say the word was made flesh, and that Jesus came to declare the Father.

The Father wants to be known so we can be intimate with His life. This is eternal life. The Father sends His eternal Son, The Word, to make Him known. The Son is of the same substance as the Father. They share in the same nature. The divine nature. This is why the Son is even able to declare the Father. This is why Jesus is able to say if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. The Son is the very essence of the Father. So much so the Son can never say or do anything different than the Father Himself. They share in the same faith, the same Spirit, the same will, the same heart, the same life.

A word was made flesh in Jesus. A decree was issued concerning God and what is in His heart for mankind. Jesus says for judgment he came into the earth. The judgment is not to condemn. John says Jesus didn't come to condemn the world. Jesus came to issue a decree about the goodness of the Father, and the power of His life to heal from sin and death. 

The word of the Father, and the life He has in Himself, and that He’s drawn near to us, through the eternal Son, to serve us with His life, was made flesh, and we beheld the Fathers love for us; as John says what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, in pouring out His life on us, through Jesus. John says we beheld the glory of the Father in Jesus. We beheld the word about the Fathers goodness in Jesus … Jesus says the Father has life in Himself, and has given that Jesus would have this same life in himself … we beheld Jesus; we beheld the life the Father has in Himself. That His life is self existent. It doesn't need anything from the world to abound; His life superabounds over the sin and death and corruption in the earth; it heals the flesh from sin and death; it sends the reign of death and tribulation away from people ……. We see Jesus sending sin and death away from people. We see Jesus justifying people from the condemnation of death. We see him healing everyone oppressed by the devil. Standing as the advocate for sinners against the accusation of the evil one. We see Jesus, and we see God causing death to pass over us, leading us out of the bondage that comes from the fear of death. We see Jesus and we see God reconciling the world back to Himself, so we can inherit a glorified earth, and never perish from off the land.

This is the word that was made flesh in Jesus. Jesus is the statutes and judgments made flesh. He’s the word made flesh. We don’t have the statutes and judgments in the law, we have Jesus. Jesus says a new commandment I give you that isn't new. We see Jesus, and it heals our sight. It opens our eyes, by enlightening our understanding. It persuades our hearts that God can only ever be good to us, so we are strengthened to give ourselves fully over into God's arms. 

If we abide in the word made flesh about God in Jesus. If we meditate day and night on the word made flesh in Jesus. If we continue to look into the word made flesh in Jesus, the perfect law of liberty, we will be prosperous, and have great success. Faith will be born in our hearts towards God. Our hearts will be circumcised from looking to our own strength to gather life to ourselves. We’ll have one God, the Lord our God. You’ll be made a living sacrifice, presenting your bodies to God instead of the world. Your flesh will be put to rest, and you’ll bear fruit unto God, instead of unto death. You’ll love your neighbor as yourself. You’ll be blessed going in, and blessed going out. You’ll put off mortality and put on immortality. You’ll inherit an earth, free from sin and death, that can never be touched by sin or death again. - Jesus the Same Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow 11/17/24

· John 1:14 - How does the eternal Word tabernacle among us? We are tabernacling in this earthy house. The eternal Word dwelled with us in the same tabernacle of earthy flesh, we dwell in, ( and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Some read the Word was made flesh, and suppose the Word there is only a thought, or a message. Certainly it’s true that God becoming flesh tells a story. But the Word is more than only a message. It’s both the logic and wisdom of God, as well as the eternal Son, the 2nd person in the Godhead. Others read the word was made flesh and suppose, the Word became something entirely different than what he is by nature, no longer being Light from Light true God from true God, but becoming a mere mortal man, in the incarnation. 

The eternal Word did not become something else by nature when he joined himself to human flesh. He partook with us in our nature. He did not, and can not become something else entirely by nature. He did not and cannot have ceased in being the express image of the Fathers person and brightness of the Fathers glory. Or else we are saying there is a time when the Father was without His image and without the brightness of his person. 

The word was made man as we are, but was not changed, as Lord. As it is written in Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. 

Isa 9:6 speaking of the incarnation of our Lord says, For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, Everlasting Father, not the Father himself, but sent by the Father to father everlasting life in the earth, The Prince of Peace. 

In Luke 1 Elisabeth who is pregnant with John the Baptist, encounters Mary for the first time since she became pregnant with Jesus. The scripture says the babe lept in her womb, Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, saying “ whence is this to me, that the MOTHER OF MY LORD should come to me. The word Lord is Yahweh. Elisabeth calls Mary the mother of Yahweh. Herself being filled with the Holy Ghost, seeing the Word that was made flesh, was not a mere mortal, but was God Himself, manifested in human flesh, to save His people. 

John 10:33 the Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus called himself the light of the world, while in the likeness of sinful flesh. A mere mortal man cannot be the Light. 

Well if the word cannot change, how can Jesus die? 

God cannot die 1st Peter 3:18 speaking of the death of our Lord says Christ was put to death in the flesh. The eternal Word cannot die, He is the very substance that holds all things together. He is that which gives life and breath to everything that exists. Possessing the fullness of immortality within Himself. That's why Jesus assumed flesh and blood. That's why a body was prepared for Jesus, through Mary. Jesus was joined together with human nature so that by taking human nature to himself he can taste death for all people, all without his divinity being changed. 

We quote verses like 2nd Cor 5 that says Jesus became sin. We quote verses like Galatians 3:13 that says Jesus was made a curse for us. Jesus did not become sin or a curse by nature. The substance of his being didn’t change from divinity to sin. The substance of his being did not change from light and immortality to a curse. Jesus became sin. He became a curse, consequentially, not in essence. Meaning he took the death and cursing that was the consequence of our sin into himself, knowing it was not possible for it to hold him because he is by nature God. - The Incarnation of God 7/29/25

· John 1:16 – and of his fullness have all we received and grace for grace. Jesus is full of grace. Grace is not a doctrine, it is a person. Jesus released grace to everybody. - The Battle Is Not Yours
· John 1:16 - of Jesus’ fullness have we all received and grace for grace. 

Immediately prior to this verse John just says the life that manifested in Jesus is the light that lights up every person, and all those who grab ahold of the gift of life Jesus has in himself shall receive strength to appear as the Sons/Daughters of God.

There is strength for us in what God has done to overcome death in the flesh of Jesus. 

There is strength for us in God and the eternal life He has in Himself. His life is nourishment for us. There’s a grace that comes upon us when we see we have a certainty life will manifest in us and we will bear much fruit, and that becomes the meditation of our hearts. 

We want a certainty we will see the fruit of life. We want to see life manifest more than anything and we want a certainty that nothing can stop life from manifesting in us.

Human beings were never created to have uncertainty about whether they will be fruitful or not or whether life will manifest in them or not. 

God's life gives us a certainty of fruitfulness and a certainty that life will manifest in us. Now that certainty strengthens us in the inner person with the grace of God. The eternal life God has in Himself influences our hearts with grace by giving us a certainty that nothing can keep life from manifesting in us and nothing can keep us from being exceedingly fruitful.

There’s a strength; a boldness; a confidence that animates our lives when we are certain we will be fruitful and nothing can keep life from manifesting in us. - Strengthened By the Power of God’s Might 8/23/20

· John 1:17 – the law came from Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
The law was not God having a temper tantrum. It was him sitting down and reasoning with the ones he loves. Let us examine this thing you are believing on and see if this leads to life or not. - The God Who Never Forsakes 10/25/15
· John 1:18 - Jesus really knew the father. He wasn't like Job. He didn't just know of the Father. John’s gospel says Jesus is in the bosom of the Father. John says no one has seen the Father but the Son. John isn't only talking about seeing the Father visibly with your eyes. He’s echoing what the apostle Paul says in 1st Timothy when Paul says no one has approached the light; whom no man has seen, or can see. Jesus is the same nature as the Father. He’s intimately acquainted with the Father’s nature. His nature is so much the same as the Father’s nature, that in seeing Jesus, it's as if you've seen the Father. Jesus knows how the Father manifests Himself when He finds someone who is afflicted by sin. He knows the Fathers nature isn't to punish. He knows the Father will empty himself; pour Himself out to raise him from the miry clay; to raise him up from the body sown in corruption, unto a body formed incorruptible. And here is the saying fulfilled that the Father raised Jesus from the dead by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit cannot come apart from the Father pouring out the Spirit. - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· John 1:29 - Discerning the lord's body is to discern God provided Himself a lamb; it’s to discern that God has perfected us from the sin and death that’s in the world once for all time through the blood of Jesus. John says behold the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He was discerning the Lord's body; He was discerning that God provided Himself a lamb to sanctify him from the death that’s in the world and set him apart unto Himself and His indestructible life. He was discerning that though his sin was red as crimson, causing death to reign over him, God provided Himself a lamb to make his sin as white as snow.  - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· John 1:29 - The power to experience forgiveness in our lives, and in the situations people trespassed against us, is found in the forgiveness of sin. John 1:29 The next day John sees Jesus coming unto him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world.

Only looked at this as God taking away the sins we commit, instead of seeing it as God taking away the destruction that comes against our lives. The forgiveness of sin; taking away the sin of the world, is about God providing a lamb to send away the death and destruction that came upon the world from sin. Forgiveness is God healing your life from sin, by sending away from you, the death and destruction, sin brought to your house. 

Sadly what's happened is our traditions have taught us the forgiveness of sin is about God no longer being mad at us for our bad behavior, and that's kept us from seeing what God’s done to protect our lives from the things people say and do to us. 

The word forgiveness means to send away. It means to divorce one party from another. The forgiveness of sin isn't just God not imputing your sin to you, it’s also God not allowing the sin people commit against you to be imputed to you. It’s God forbidding destruction from attaching itself to your life. God sent away the sins people commit against you. God did something in Jesus to protect your life from the things people say and do to you.

You might say well how’s that? The wages of sin is death. The reward sin gives people is destruction, and tribulation. When people trespass against you, destruction is trying to come upon your life. When people sin against you, it tries to serve you with destruction; it tries to sting your heart with death; it tries to fill your heart with fear; it tries to fill your heart with lack; it tries to say you aren't as you ought to be; it tries to tell you life is being stolen from you; it tries to say your life is being corrupted; it tries to tell you what the person said and did is a sign about your life.

Forgiveness is the power of God to send away the destruction that tried to come upon your life from sin. It’s God divorcing you from the life that's subject to corruption. It’s God divorcing you from the life that's at the mercy of the things people say and do. Forgiveness is God doing something so you can partake with Him in a life that has all things; that fills all things; supplies all things; justifies all things; restores and rejuvenates and resurrects and redeems all things. Within the life God has given you freely in Jesus is the honor you desire; the respect you desire; the good report you desire; the justification you desire; the justice you desire; the protection you desire. Everything that pertains to experiencing life and godliness is found in what God has done to end your union to the old man, and cloth you in the new man.

It's the old man whose life is at the mercy of what people say and do. It’s the old man whose life is subject to corruption, and the sins people commit. The old man's life is earthy. The old man's life is born from the world, and derives its nourishment from the world, and the things people say and do in the world. Forgiveness is God getting it right to destroy your fellowship with the old man, so you are no longer partaking with him in his life. - No One Can Separate You From The Love of God 7/23/23

· John 3:3 – Nicodemus – unless you be born from above, born from Christ, you cannot see the kingdom of God, unless you define yourself from above and not below then you can’t see the kingdom of God. - Born Again From Him
· John 3:16 - John says Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. Jesus is not the Son of God in the sense of having a beginning, and his generation being declared by someone who was before him or after him. Hebrews 7 say Jesus is without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life. Jesus is the Son of God because he is of the same being and essence as the Father. We say our children are chips off the old block. Meaning they are exactly like us. They are the same substance as us; The same nature as us. They are the same type of being as us. The same species if you will. Jesus is the same species as the Father. They are by nature the same type of being. John tells us the generation; the bringing forth; the sending of “The Son” is not according to a mere natural conception like our children, where our kids did not exist prior to their conception, but only came into being when they were conceived. John calls the Son, the Word, and says the Word is God, demonstrating the generation of the Son is not in the sense of coming into being, but is instead in the sense of having always been, and then brought forth from the Father, whom He was always with. The Son is the Word because in being the express image of the Father, and the brightness of the Fathers person, He declares the Father. The Son is eternally begotten; he has always been emanating from the Father, seeing he is the express image of the Father; the brightness of the Fathers person, and there’s never a time when the Fathers person was not bright, and there's never a time when the Father is without expression. 

This Word; the eternal Son; the image of the invisible God; God Himself, was manifested in the flesh; God was born as a man; God assumed human form; God partook of flesh and blood, and its God who was crucified for the sin of the world. It’s the body of God that was broken on that cross. It’s the blood of God that was poured out for us on the cross. - The Crucified God. His Broken Body For You 8/25

· John 3:17 - Jesus tasted death for all of us, not the anger and wrath of God. God’s anger and wrath was against the thing that was separating you from him. God is not angry with His family. 
God did not send his son to the world to condemn it. The cross was a picture of Jesus offering his body on the cross in order for God to judge and condemn Satan’s belief system in death. 
Something Greg does, is when he sees something that mixes with what he has been taught he goes back and looks for the type and shadow in the O.T. There will always be a type and shadow. When he started thinking God wasn’t mad at him, God led him to Numbers 21. 
God told Moses to take the serpent which represented Satan and was made of bronze (which represented judgment) and hang it. Let them see I have judged this belief system. When we look at the cross we should see the belief system born from Satan nailed to the cross. 
At the cross, God is saying to us I see what is killing you, now let me incarnate myself into human flesh so I can kill the thing that is killing you. The thing that was killing us is a belief system that we can earn our own glory and honor. 
Not let me kill you, let me kill that. We were in bondage to death, now death can no longer reign over you. 
If a child has a disease, do you hate the child or hate the disease that is killing them? When Jesus died on the cross, God was killing the thing that was killing us. What was killing us? Sin. Jesus became sin on the cross. What is sin? Unbelief. What is Biblical unbelief? Rejecting the glory and honor that God has given you and saying you will earn your own glory and honor. When you look at the cross, you should see a belief system that leads to death nailed to the cross. 
We wonder why we are confused…we take the greatest manifestation of His love and look at it as anger. - Why Did Jesus Have To Die? April 2013
· John 4:19-25 - Jesus is contrasting what worship looked like prior to his coming, and what it will look like after his coming. Prior to Jesus, in the Old Testament, and in the old covenant, their idea of worship; their gatherings and assemblies were centered around the physical location. It was about a specific place. You had to be in the correct mountain, or in the temple. There were also carnal ordinances; outward observances; physical sacraments. There were feasts, and baptisms, and holy days, and sacrifices and rituals, and meal offerings and drink offerings, where you ate and drank specific things. 

So there were all these outward things concerning worship and Jesus says the hour is come where worship will no longer be about those things. He says the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth. He says the Father seeks people to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. He says God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. The apostle Paul says in Acts 17 God is not worshipped with men’s hands. You cannot worship God by outward observances, or what you do with your hands. 

Example of worshipping in Spirit and truth …. Sabbath you don’t observe a day, but you observe the work of God to prepare a table for you to serve you with His life, and that puts your flesh to rest. For the feast of firstfruits you don’t bring a firstfruit offering. Christ is our first fruit, meaning that since Jesus was the firstborn from the dead, we have a certainty we will also be raised from the dead. 

So if that’s not the kind of worship God desires, why all the physical rituals and carnal ordinances in the law? 

Mankind was carnal, sold under sin. The carnal mind cannot comprehend God or His nature; or His workings God is invisible to the carnal mind. The carnal mind is blind when it comes to God …. How do you worship someone you can’t see, or handle, or touch. How can you experience someone you don’t know is there? So the carnal ordinances and outward observances in the law were implemented to give form to the invisible God. Mankind couldn’t comprehend God. Mankind couldn’t see Him; we couldn’t touch Him. The apostle Paul says the carnal ordinances and outward observances contained in the law were there as a school master. Keeping us shut up in the faith, but only, until faith would come through the promised seed, which is Jesus.

So the sacraments in the Old Testament; the worship there, was all about being able to see the invisible God; those things painted a picture of the God who was invisible. They were meant to give sight; to give form to the invisible God, so the people could see the workings of God, and His nature, and through that be able to touch him and handle him, and through being able to experience God, commit the care of their lives into His hands; live as His people … a people served by the self existent one .. but only until Jesus would bring faith, and we can see the God who was invisible in His face. 

What is a sacrament? The term sacrament refers to a theological understanding of how the divine is made present within creation, and specifically to a Christian rite which is recognized as being particularly important and significant. There are various views on the existence, number and meaning of such rites. Many Christians consider the sacraments to be a visible symbol of the reality of God, as well as a channel for God's grace

Worship is about experiencing God. It’s about coming to an experiential knowledge of God because you see Him; you’ve touched Him; You handled Him. The purpose of Christian worship is to be persuaded of God's love for you, to the end you live in the world as a people served by God.

In the New Testament scriptures, in the letter to the Hebrews it says we see the invisible God by faith, and it tells us this faith is Jesus Christ Himself; the express image and brightness of God's person; it’s not just the Son we see in Jesus, we can also see the Father through Him; and we can see the Spirit through him … Faith is the image of the invisible God. Faith gives form to the family in heaven. By faith we see Him who is invisible to the carnal mind. By faith we see the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. By faith we see the nature, and the workings of the Godhead. It’s by faith we see their ministry to us. It’s by faith we see them serving us with their life. Faith gives form to the invisible God, so we can have an experiential knowledge of God; that in being able to touch and to handle and to see God through the faith that is of Jesus Christ; we live as His people; a people served by Him. A people He serves by providing Himself as our lamb, pouring out his life for us by shedding His own blood. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· John 4:23 - You don’t worship God by what you do, you worship Him by what you believe. Worship him in spirit and truth, not in the flesh.
Jesus is talking about worshiping in spirit and in truth. 
We try to serve a living God with dead works, something that is without force. Anything done outwardly to try to show you’re serving God is a dead work. 
Fasting unto yourself is for example if you say you need a million dollars for a building and then fast for it. 
It wasn’t Greg's foot being injured that was the problem for him, it was what he thought that meant about him (wasn’t praying right, wasn’t in right standing, etc.). 
Meditating on Christ and Him crucified will get more people healed then telling them they already have been healed. 
Jesus is the only thing that can persuade us that we are acceptable, not the things we do. So let us keep our minds focused on Him. 
Don’t just focus on doing good, we are slowly falling into the trap of seeking the fruit and not the root. If we don’t see the fruit then we are tempted to define ourselves by our lack of fruit and that is exactly what Satan wants. 
The greatest thing Jesus has done for us is not in carnal things (big house, all the money, etc.), the truth is the definition of who He is, is who we are. We are above all of that. No matter what happens to us, it can’t define us. Our Christian life should not be one of ups and downs.
It’s a wretched life to think you can only be happy once everything works out. You’ll never be happy in this type of life, you will always find something new to worry about. Christians are not condemned to the kind of life that is defined by what happens to you on this earth. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 26
· John 4:23 - the true worshippers of the Father, worship him in spirit and truth. The Lord Jesus is that Spirit and truth. - Sackcloth & Ashes 3/9/25
· John 5:5-17 - It’s interesting as you read the gospels, a lot of the miracles Jesus performed that are recorded in the gospel accounts occurred on the sabbath. It’s no accident it's recorded that way. It’s actually teaching us something about what the sabbath is really all about. 

Jesus heals the man of his infirmity on the sabbath, and tells the guy to take up his bed and walk. Now when the Jews heard it was Jesus who made him whole, they persecuted Jesus, because he healed the man on the sabbath. 

There's other times in the scriptures when the Pharisees persecuted Jesus over his interpretation of the law, and Jesus would say to them how do you read the law. What do you see the law saying? 

The Pharisees read the law, and interpreted the sabbath as a day that is set aside unto the Lord, and the way you set that day aside unto the Lord was you ceased from all your works. You didn't do anything. That’s what the jewish people read in the law about the sabbath, and so they come to Jesus asking him why He is healing people on the sabbath, which is to work on the sabbath. 

Jesus responds by saying the reason I healed the guy on the sabbath is because my Father works hitherto and so do I. These guys were upset because of what they read in the law about the Sabbath but Jesus healed the guy on the sabbath because of what he saw in the law about the Sabbath. Now listen you have to understand when Jesus the father works hitherto and so do I, he got that from the scriptures.

So Jesus says to the Jewish people the reason I healed the guy on the sabbath is because when I read the law I see the Sabbath is about the work of the Father to make people whole from the death sin is serving them with, and I am Immanuel, I am everlasting Father, so here I am showing everyone the work of the Father, by healing people from the infirmity sin is serving them with. Remember this all happens in John’s gospel & John's gospel is all about Jesus making the Father known to the world.

The Hebrew word for sabbath comes from Shabbat. Brown's driver Briggs hebrew definitions says it means to cause to cease; to cause to desist; to cause someone to cease from their exertion; to make one to rest. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· John 5:22 - Jesus says the Father judges no one, and has committed all judgment into his hands. 

Then in John 12 Jesus says if anyone rejects him and doesn't believe his word about the way that is unto life, he doesn't judge them either. He says neither the father nor I am come to condemn the world for their sin. The world already stands condemned by their sin. We have come to save the world from their sin.

So Jesus says whenever you see death and destruction come upon someone it isn't the Father that has condemned them. And Jesus goes on to say, the Father has given all judgment into my hands, and I am also not the one who condemns people to death and destruction when they sin.

The world was blind. Our understanding was darkened by the death that entered the earth by Adam. We saw God as the one punishing us with death on account of our sin so we thought the way unto life was if we can now look to the strength contained in our own hands to cleanse ourselves from sin. We said if we can cleanse ourselves from sin then we can have blessing and life.  

For judgment Jesus came into the earth. He judged the only gift God has to give sinners is eternal life.

For judgment Jesus entered the earth. He judged the death that comes upon people is the wage their own works pays them with. He judged it’s the thief and his teaching about the way unto life that serves people with death and destruction, not God. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· John 5:22 - Jesus says the Father has given all judgment unto the Son. 

The thing Jesus is getting at there is the Father is wanting to be known. He wants to be known according to the goodness that is in His heart towards the world, but the world is not knowing Him. God is all the time wanting to be a Father to us, but we are not knowing Him as Father. Now because the world is not seeing that God is with them to be a Father to their lives, He has given it into the hands of Jesus to make Him known to the world.

John says no one has seen what it means for God to be a Father to them and their life but the Son. Jesus is come to declare God. He is come to interpret God for the world. He is come to declare what He has seen about God and God's desire to be a Father to the world. He has come to make God known to the world. 

Jesus said if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. He said he doesn't do anything he doesn't see the Father doing. In other words you can know God and His heart towards you by looking at Jesus.

If we put all these things from John's gospel together ... 

Jesus says for judgment I am come into the earth. I have seen the Father, and I am come to declare Him to you. I am come into the earth to interpret God for you so you can also know Him. I have been in His heart. I am come to bring Him out of the shadows of the carnal mind. I am come to declare a decree concerning God, that He is your Father, and the thing that is in His heart towards you is to Father His indestructible life in you free from your works. I am here to tell you God is longing for you to know Him as the one who will Father your life so you don't perish but partake of everlasting life. That’s the judgment.

Explain judgment

Judgment is unto life not condemnation. The judgment Jesus brought into the earth is not in the sense of condemnation or condemning someone, it's in the sense of issuing a decree about a matter. In this instance the matter is God. Jesus entered the world to issue a decree about God.

John said previously in chapter 3 of his gospel that God didn’t send Jesus into the world to condemn the world but to save the world. The way Jesus would save is by issuing a decree that can cause people to know God is with them to be a Father to their life. Jesus said in John 17 eternal life is found in knowing God as Father.

You know there was this food Beckie and I got that wasn’t exactly fresh ... well don’t you know, I was blind to the fact that the food was sour so I kept eating it, and my stomach began to hurt. 

The way judgment would look is Beckie comes and says to me the food is sour. Here I am standing in the condemnation of stomach pain from the sour food. It isn’t Beckies judgment that condemned me to the stomach pain. I was already standing in condemnation. My stomach was already hurting before Beckie said anything to me about the food. For judgment Beckie came to me, not to condemn me. She came to tell me about the food so my blindness could be healed and I could be saved from the condemnation I was already standing in. 

It's the same way with Jesus …
Jesus is the light that entered the world, and the reason the light came into the world is for judgment. And this judgment is for the purpose of healing mankind's blindness.

Jesus entered a world that is not knowing God as their Father. He entered a world where mankind is not living as little children because their mind is filled with caring for their own lives. Jesus came into a world where mankind is carrying the burden of caring for their own lives because they cannot see God is with them to Father His love and His peace and His joy in them.

It's for judgment Jesus came into the world. The life that manifested in the flesh of Jesus when God raised him from the dead is the judgment. And the judgment sounds like, God desires to be with you, to be a Father to you. The judgment is God is with you to Father your life. The life that manifested in Jesus is the revelation of God as Father. The judgment is God is with you to care for you and nurture you with His life free from your works.

When God raised Jesus from the dead it was the declaration that God is with us to be a Father to our lives. - Step Into the Light 11/16/20

· John 5:39 - Jesus came and judged the way unto life is to see God’s eyes are full of goodness towards you and to rest in the strength contained in His hand for life. And he judged the way unto destruction is to trust in the strength contained in your own hand to try and be exalted unto life and have the fruit of the Spirit.

Jesus is saying the Pharisees search the scriptures for something they could do to gain life but they all testify about Jesus. They didn’t want to find life in Jesus.
What is our hope in if it’s not in the resurrection of Jesus. This is what the feast of the first fruits should be focused on. 
Jesus was called to fulfill the gospel and all the feast days, not us. - Christ Our First Fruits
· John 6:26-27 - John says the people saw the miracles. They believed Jesus could perform miracles, that's why they came to him, but they didn't see what the miracles were declaring, so they weren't coming to him for His life. Seeing they didn't see, and hearing they didn't hear. 

Jesus is talking about the multiplying of the fish and the loaves here. Listen, these people weren't coming to Jesus because they thought he had a food truck full of loaves and fishes. They all saw the miracle with their natural eyes, that's why they were coming to him. But, to see something isn't to just see it with your natural eyes. It’s to perceive; to understand; to discern the meaning of what it is you saw with your natural eyes. 

When Jesus multiplied the fish and the loaves, there was more to it than simply feeding people with bread and fish. He was declaring something to them. He was declaring himself to be the bread from heaven; that in him is a life, that is come down from heaven, that if you partake of that life, you will never be hungry. Meaning you’ll never hunger for life. Jesus is saying, the life he will feed you with from heaven, will disesteem the shame that comes from the sickness and death that's in the earth. The world and the sin and death in the world, will no longer be a sign to you, that you are separated from life.

The people didn’t discern what the multiplying of the fishes and loaves is all about. They didn’t see what the miracle was pointing to, so they weren’t coming to him because in him is a life that can’t be killed, that can’t be stolen from, or destroyed. They came to Jesus because they were hungry; they came to Jesus wanting to be made whole through the life that's of the world; they were seeking the bread that is passing away … Seeing they didn’t see, and hearing they didn’t hear … they were like the 9 lepers Jesus healed, who thought life was found in getting their leprosy healed. That’s why they didn't go back to Jesus; they didn't see life was in Jesus; they missed what the sign was about; they went away healed from the leprosy, but were still sick because they weren't made whole by the incorruptible life Jesus has in Himself. 

Now immediately after Jesus says they did not discern what the miracle was about, he says labor not for the meat that perishes but for the meat that doesn’t perish. Then in John 6:28 his disciples say unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? - Who Has Believed The Report of Healing 10/1/23

· John 6:27 - Jesus says not to be so concerned with perishable things. He says spend your energy seeking eternal life…. Jesus just performed a miracle. He multiplied the fish and loaves. The miracle Jesus performed is not the bread from heaven. It’s not the bread that can feed you with life. Man does not live by miracles but by the word of life the Father declared in Jesus. The miracles Jesus performed were meant to fix our eyes on the true bread from heaven. They were meant to fix our eyes on him, and his body and blood, so we labor for the lamb of God, and our fellowship be with the Father and the life He has in Himself.

With that being said, Jesus doesn't say not to be concerned at all with the meat that perishes. The point isn't to throw away gifts of healings, or signs, wonders, and miracles as if they don't matter. We’re not despising gifts of healings. It’s not that there's no glory in signs, wonders, and miracles. It’s just that it’s a glory that's meant to fill our minds with the life we see in Jesus. - Lay Hold of Eternal Life For Healing 10/8/23 

· John 6:27 - Ultimately, our senses are exercised so we can discern what is strong meat. Jesus says in John 6:27 labor not for the meat that perishes, but labor for the meat that endures unto everlasting life. Strong meat is the meat that endures unto eternal life. Our senses are exercised so we can discern the meat that endures unto everlasting life. When we buy meat from a store. Our senses are exercised to know the difference between meat that is good and meat that is rancid. Our sight and our sense of smell can detect rancid meat, and that tells us don’t eat that meat it's going bad. The exercising of the senses is to perceive the meat that is perishing from the meat that endures unto life everlasting. In the wilderness Jesus saw if he turned the stones into bread it might feed him for a day but it would not endure unto life everlasting. His senses were exercised to discern strong meat from the meat that is perishing.

When babies are born they need milk before they can digest solid foods. The milk exercises their digestion, until they are strong enough to be able to handle solid food. In the same way we can't eat the strong meat until our senses are exercised to discern the meat that endures unto eternal life, from the meat that perishes. Just as a baby needs to be conditioned to be able to eat solid food. Our senses must be conditioned to partake of strong meat. Our senses need to be conditioned to perceive what they are yearning for. They need to be conditioned to know what is strong meat and what isn’t strong meat. You can’t partake of strong meat unless your senses are first exercised to perceive what the strong meat actually is, and the market place where it’s found. You can’t get strong meat in Babylon. Jesus says buy of me gold tried in the fire. Isaiah 55 says, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, and he that has no money; come, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend money for that which is not bread? And your labor for that which does not satisfy? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. - Dawning of the Day Star 2/25/24

· John 6:27 - Been talking about having our senses exercised so we can discern strong meat from the meat that perishes. Strong meat is that which endures unto life everlasting. Jesus says in John 6:27 labor not for the meat that perishes, but for that meat that endures unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him has God the Father sealed.

There’s meat that’s preserved with an eternal salt, that meats better than even Kobe beef. Salt is a preservative. It’s used to preserve meat from decay. That's why Jesus says the church is the salt of the earth. We are his body, and because we are his body, and his flesh has been preserved from death, we are in the earth having also been preserved from death, a sweet smelling savor, declaring to the world the righteousness of God to preserve our lives in Himself. And then there’s meat that is spoiling, and rancid and going bad. You know like at Winn Dixie, the older the meat gets, they start to mark down the price because it’s going bad …. Jesus says don’t labor for the meat that perishes. - Strong Meat 3/3/24

· John 6:29 - talked about the verse “work out your own salvation” – how is it that your salvation got in you? You believed. As you began in the Lord, so ye walk in Him. John 6 – the disciples asked Jesus what are the works of God? Only believe God said. Believing works out your salvation. The more you believe the more your salvation will come out of you. Fear and trembling is only referencing a reverential awe of what God did for you. 
God’s idea of work is believing.
Always let the word interrupt the word. - You Are Already Like God
· John 6:29-58 - There’s a meat that perishes and a meat that doesn’t perish. The meat that perishes is the life you can gain from the miracles. The meat that doesn’t perish is the life that’s in the Father and in the Son. Jesus says the way you labor for the meat that doesn’t perish is to seek what the miracle is about, not the miracle. You can’t perfect your life from sin and death through miracles. The miracle is not the provision. The life of Christ is the provision. We don’t seek life through miracles. We seek the life that's in Jesus, and through that we can see miracles. 

Jesus says believe on the one God has sent. Believe that he is come from the Father; believe that he is the bread that gives the Father’s life; that he is come from heaven to provide Himself a lamb, to offer his body on the cross, to shed his blood, so he can put off corruption and you can be one flesh with the body of his resurrection. Believe on Jesus for the passing over of death. Believe that he is come from the Father, possessing in himself a life that is whole; that is perfect; that needs nothing to be added to it, that is so much it fills all things, and can never be stolen from. Call upon His name for His life; Call upon His name for a life that Lords it over sin and death in the flesh. That is how you labor for the meat that doesn’t perish. - Who Has Believed The Report of Healing 10/1/23

· John 6:37 – Jesus is saying He is the city of refuge. He will never cast you out. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 13
· John 6:63 – the flesh profits you nothing toward the end of experiencing the love of God. It is the spirit that is full of power to bring forth the love of God. Same thing Paul is saying in Gal. 5. This is the life called love. What you do in the flesh can never bring forth that life in you. 
GLT – Greg’s literal translation – for in Jesus neither what you do or don’t do through the flesh avails to anything. But the spirit which gives birth to love. // He’s trying to get their eyes on Christ and him crucified so they can sit at Jesus’ feet and get their inner man strengthened. 
The only thing that can cause you to feel God’s love is the persuasion that dwells in God’s heart. This faith has been revealed in the flesh through Jesus. Out of God’s heart flow the issues of life. What heart? Faith. God wants you to share in his life. He made this available through the holy spirit. So we can think and feel what he thinks and feels. Then we can find the same fruit  manifest in our lives that was manifested in His life. - How Faith gives Birth to the Love of God in You 9/13
· John 8:1-11 - If you look at the woman caught in the act of adultery Jesus did a work to remove the accusation that was against the woman. He did a work to remove the condemnation of death that was reigning over her. He justified her from the accusers. Jesus did all those things on the 8th day of the great feast. Leviticus and numbers say the eighth day of the great feast is a holy convocation, meaning it’s a sabbath day. Jesus did all those things as God on the sabbath, to cause that woman to cease from her own exertion. He was serving her with rest. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· John 8:1-11 - The account of the woman caught in the act of adultery is a great illustration of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and the conviction of sin. Jesus was there convicting her of sin. He wasn't making her feel guilty. He wasn't shaming her for her sin, or her nakedness. She was already standing in all of those things. But you know what Jesus was there for? He was there to heal her sight. He was there to remove her unbelief. He was there to show her the goodness in the Father’s heart towards her life. He was there to judge the prince of this world. He was with her as Everlasting Father, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, Mighty God. He was there to be the Father she needed. He was there to be her God.

The woman caught in the act of adultery was in unbelief. She was blind to the goodness in God’s heart towards her life. She couldn't see God was with her to care for her life. She couldn't see the thought God took to care for her life. Because of her blindness, she was living as if she was an orphan, fornicating with the works of her hands, trying to serve herself with life. She was standing in the condemnation of death. Death was reigning over, tormenting her. The devil was there uncovering her nakedness, accusing her.

Jesus is God there in the midst of all this. He is come to convict her of unbelief. He convicts her of unbelief by manifesting the Father’s righteousness towards her life. He healed her sight. He showed her it wasn't God who was condemning her. He opened her eyes to the goodness in God’s heart towards her life. He showed her God was with her to give her life the care it needs. She needed to be justified from the accusation. She needed the sentence of death to be sent away from her. He gave her the care she needed. He removed the sentence of death that was reigning over her. He justified her from the accusation that was condemning her. He comforted her by showing her God was with her to accomplish her warfare. He comforted her by showing her the goodness in God’s heart to justify her from the sin and death in the earth. That’s the conviction of sin. You come to convince someone of the Father’s righteousness towards their life so they can be healed from unbelief, and their flesh can be put to rest and healed from the works of the flesh, through the revelation of the Fathers work. …. Go and sin no more … conviction of sin.

Jesus goes on to heal a blind guy immediately after his encounter with the woman caught in adultery, and says it’s the thief that comes to steal, kill, and destroy but I am here to serve you with a life that abounds over sin and death. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin by bringing the Father to light. He guides us into the place where we can see the Father served us with a life that superabounds over the sin and death in the world, when he raised Jesus from the dead and sat him at His right hand.

The strength of God to war against death has now manifested in human flesh. Setting in motion the vengeance of God against death in our hearts and in our lives. Our hearts feel comforted on account of seeing God accomplishing our warfare. Our blindness is healed. We see God has judged the prince of this world in Jesus’ ascension to the Father’s right hand. The prince of this world that was all the time accusing us, uncovering our nakedness is cast out because God has taken the son of Man who had the fulness of sin and death manifesting in him, and raised that man up from the dead, and sat that man at His right hand, crushing the serpent's head, taking from him the power death had over mankind, kicking open the gates of hades, and giving mankind the keys to heaven, that is to say intimacy with the indestructible life that is with the Father, even in the Father. This is the conviction of sin. Go and sin no more … Go and no longer live as if you are an orphan ….

When God raised Jesus from the dead He was convicting the world of sin. There we were being afflicted by our sin. Sin was abounding causing death to reign over us. We were in unbelief. There was a veil over our hearts. We couldn’t see God was with us to be good to us. We couldn’t see God was with us to be the Father we needed. We thought God abhorred us in our affliction.

Then all of a sudden we see the resurrection and we see it wasn't God who was condemning us, it was the serpent and his bite of death. We see the righteousness in the Father’s heart towards our lives because we see Him raise Jesus the son of man, from the dead, seating the Son of man at His right hand. God restores our sight and heals us from our unbelief by drawing near to us when we are being afflicted with death and destruction, thinking God is far from us. He shows up in that place and accomplishes our warfare. He takes vengeance on the death sin was condemning us within the body of Jesus’ resurrection. That is the conviction of sin. - The Conviction That Brings Comfort 3/20/22

· John 8:31 - What would be the work that would allow faith to do what it came to do? To allow yourself to be persuaded. 
John 8 – Jesus describes the work of Abe – my disciples abide in me and my work and the truth I came to reveal. The work of Abe was that he believed on the mount, he allowed himself to be persuaded. God came and revealed who He was to Abe. 
To be a doer of the word is to allow the word to do what it came to do. The word came to strengthen you in your inner man. To save you from the lies you have in your heart. 
The end goal of faith is to befriend you with God and immerse you in fellowship.
Faith that came without us being persuaded of it is dead.
Don’t try to get faith to get something from God. Make yourself available for faith to persuade you. - The Way God Sees Faith 5/24/15
As we read John's gospel we want to keep in mind that it's about Jesus making God known. It's about Jesus sanctifying the name of God in the earth. When we get to chapter 8 and 9 and 10 and 17 and so on. We want to read the chapters and the verses from the perspective of Jesus sanctifying the name of God. We want to see them from the perspective of Jesus making straight what had gotten crooked in the hearts of man concerning God. 
If we look at the account of the woman caught in adultery in John 8. It was the last day of the great feast when this happened. The great feast is the feast of the tabernacle. On the last day of the great feast one of the things the people celebrate is the Torah as the manifestation of God with them. 
It was on this day that the Pharisees threw the woman caught in adultery at the feet of Jesus saying Moses says she should be stoned. The Pharisees thought they knew God but their knowledge of God painted Him as the one who condemns people for their sin instead of the one who heals people from their sin.
When we read in the law that a person caught in the act of adultery should be stoned we took it to mean that God is the one who condemns adulterers to death. We took it to mean that God is filled with angry retribution towards adulterers. We took it to mean the sentence of death that hangs over them is on account of the great anger wherewith God is angry with them instead of seeing its sin that condemns them to death and causes the sentence of death to hang over them, not God.
The law given by Moses; the Ten Commandments was never about God condemning people for sin. The law was never declaring God as the one who condemns for sin. The law was always God revealing to man that trusting in their own works was condemning them to death and how God would provide Himself a lamb to save His people from the condemnation of death.
Just because God said trusting in the strength of the flesh pays with death does not mean God is the one condemning people to death.

If my father comes and says to me don’t get too close to the fire it can burn you, and I put my hand in the fire and get burned. Does that now mean my Father is the one who burned me because he told me not to touch the fire. Is it my fathers word that caused me to be burned or is it the fire that burned me?
It's not God that condemns people its sin. John 3 says Jesus, who is the express image of God's person, did not come to condemn the world for their sin he came to save the world. John goes on to say the world was already standing in condemnation before God ever showed up in the person of Jesus because they loved the darkness more than the light. 
In the account of the woman caught in adultery the Pharisees' knowledge of God told them God condemns this woman to death. Their knowledge of God told them God accuses sinners and uncovers their nakedness and punishes them because they sinned. But, Jesus is God standing in their midst. 
It's the finger of Jesus that actually wrote the law. Jesus stands up in their midst as the word about God and who and what He is and what is in His heart towards sinners. Jesus stands up in their midst and declares God as Father. He declares God as the justifier not the accuser. He declares God as the healer not condemner. He declares God as the giver of life not the one who punishes with death. He stands in their midst as the only word about God and removes the accusation and the sentence of death that was hanging over the women’s head.
Jesus stood in their midst and declared Himself to be the word about God. That's why He said He was the light of the world. The Jewish people there all knew the Torah as the word about God and called it the light of the world. When Jesus declared himself to be the light of the world he was declaring himself to be the word about God. He was declaring the Father. He was interpreting the heart of God in the midst of the world so our blindness could be healed and we could see God for who He really is. - Sanctifying the Name of God 10/27/19
· John 8:39 – Jews talking to Jesus, they said Abraham was their father, Jesus said if Abraham was your father you would do the same works, the work of Abraham was that he believed, they didn’t believe, therefore they were not from Abraham. - Understanding the Word James Said Justified Abraham
· John 8:39 - We are going to look at the life of Abraham. Abraham is held in high esteem in the scriptures. Much of what we believe about the faith, and God, and our lives with God is shaped by what we believe about Abraham. Abraham is affectionately called the father of faith. Or as the scriptures say the father of all them who believe. In the account of Lazarus and the rich man, the rich man refers to him as Father Abraham. 

What is it that Abraham got right? What is his life trying to declare to us all? 

John 8:39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.

When Jesus says to the Pharisees if you were the seed of Abraham you would do the work of Abraham he isn't talking about offering Isaac. He isn't telling them they need to offer their child to God to be the seed of Abraham. Neither is he pointing them to perform carnal ordinances.

If we keep reading in John 8 Jesus goes on to define the work Abraham did on the Mount when he says Abraham saw his day and rejoiced. That’s the work of Abraham, he believed on the one God would send. This is Jesus that great prophet Moses said would come, looking into the oracles of God and interpreting what the scriptures say about Abraham and what happened on the Mount.

When the scriptures talk about performing a work or a deed it's talking about something that happens in the heart. Each person will perform a work or a deed in their heart. God has given to all people the measure of faith & we will either allow ourselves to be persuaded by the faith which is obedience or we will harden our hearts and refuse to be persuaded by the faith & that is what the scriptures call disobedience.- Father Abraham 7/18/21

· John 8:44 - Jesus says the devil was a murderer from the beginning. The Devil wants to uncover death in your sight so he can sting your heart with fear. He wants to stain your conscience with a life that is perishable and full of death and corruption so he can fill your hearts with fear and cause you to take upon yourself the burden of manifesting life. - The Work of God 8/1/21

· John 8:54 - There is a certain kind of righteousness, glory and honor that mankind was made for and was made to receive. It is the only kind of righteousness that will satisfy our soul. Apart from it, we will always feel lack. 
Letting patience have her perfect work is done by abiding in faith. You continue to find your life in Christ and not anything in this world. 
It is not bad to work hard and a form of excellence in what you do but let that be born out of desire to work hard, not establish yourself in glory and honor. Greg said he desires to preach the Gospel, not build a big church and prove that he has worth. The latter is not born from God.
It is not evil to have nice things, it’s not evil to not have nice things. Let our desire not be for the things and proving your worth and exalting yourself. 
Satan rejected the glory and honor of God, and said I will exalt myself. That is the wisdom of Satan. 
Don’t store up wealth on earth. Don’t say you have more value than this person because of how much money you have, your degrees, etc. It will cause you to look down upon others, that is not God. 
The Jews used the wisdom of the world to judge themselves and say they must be the forsaken of God. 
John 8:54 – If I honor myself, my honor means nothing. 
The world knew not Jesus as God, because He didn’t have all the things they thought he would have. They judged Him the stricken of God. But Jesus resisted that temptation. - Rich In Faith - October 2013
· John 9:1-12 -  Immediately after the account of the woman caught in adultery in John 9 Jesus and the disciples come upon a blind man and the disciples ask Jesus who sinned that this man was born blind, him or his parents?

Now this is the same sequence in which Jesus encountered the woman caught in adultery.

Jesus says whether this man sinned or his parents sinned is not the point. What’s important here isn't who sinned, what's important here is that your eyes be opened to the love that is in the Fathers heart for sinners. What’s important is that your eyes be opened to the truth that God is the one who heals sinners not the one who punishes sinners. 

That's why Jesus says it's not about this man sinning or his parents sinning but that the works of God be made manifest in him. Jesus is saying the point of us coming upon this blind man isn’t to discern who sinned, it is for me to heal him that you might know God for who and what He really is.

If we keep reading in John 10. Remember now it's the same sequence here. It's not a different day. Immediately after Jesus revealed God to be the healer not the punisher. The justifier not the condemner. He goes into John 10 and says it's the thief that comes to steal, kill, and destroy. But, I am come that you might have life and have it more abundantly. 

Remember Jesus is God. Jesus said if you’ve seen me then you’ve seen the Father. Jesus is saying to the people, you have been thinking God is the one who steals from you and kills you and destroys you because you sinned. This revelation of God will never lead you to the Father. But, I am God and here I am in your midst and I am here to give you a life that superabounds over the sin and death that's in the earth so you don't perish. 

Jesus was walking around the earth sanctifying the name of God in the eyes of people. He was shining a light in the midst of darkness concerning God so that in seeing God for who & what He really is we might call upon His name. - Sanctifying the Name of God 10/27/19

· John 9:7 - Jesus sent the blind man in John 9 to the pool of Siloam, Jesus sent him to himself so his eyes could be open. If you want your eyes to be open, come to him. That’s where he is sending us. Go to the water of grace. -  The Lord is Your Shepherd
· John 9:39-41 - The forgiveness of sin is a great segway to judgment. They go hand in hand when it comes to God serving people with eternal life. The forgiveness of sin is about God drawing people to Himself so they can partake of their inheritance. And God’s judgment is unto the manifestation of eternal life.

This judgment will cause you to see something you don’t see. This judgment is for the purpose of giving you sight. 

Just to give some context to what’s going on here. Jesus and the disciples had just come upon a blind man. Jesus heals the man’s blindness, and says the reason he restored the man’s sight is so God's desire to love people unto life can be manifest. 

The disciples wanted to know whose sin is responsible for the blindness. Jesus says that’s not relevant here. He says the reason we’ve come upon this blind man is so that in his sight being restored, you might see into the heart of God, and in seeing the beauty of His thoughts towards you and your life, your blindness can be healed, and you can see that God is with you to comfort you from your affliction, and to be a Father to your life.

Now this all comes on the heels of the previous chapter, and Jesus standing in the midst of the temple on the last day of the great feast and declaring himself to be the light of the world. So in the previous chapter John records Jesus saying he is the light of the world, and now John records Jesus saying it's for judgment he is come into the world. 

If we put those 2 things together Jesus says the light has come into the world for judgment. Or for judgment the light is come into the world. We can even say the light is the manifestation of judgment. What is the judgment Jesus is talking about? 

If we are going to understand the judgment properly we need to go back to chapter 1 of John’s gospel. John introduces us to the judgment he is talking about in the first chapter of his gospel.

John begins his gospel by saying in the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word is God. What John's getting at is everything there is to know about God is contained in this word. He’s saying within this word is contained the knowledge of God. Within this word is contained the knowledge of who God is and what He’s all about. Within this word is contained the knowledge of how God gets down and the way in which He manifests Himself. 

And the word that contained everything there is to know about God was made flesh, and dwelt among us so we could behold the glory of the Father in him. - Step Into the Light 11/16/20

· John 9:39 - If we look at Jesus on the cross, He didn't consider the deadness He saw in his body, he considered the goodness in the Father’s heart towards him, and the life He shared with the Father from the beginning. 

Jesus didn't have the carnal mind on the cross, he had the mind that was born from the Spirit of Life. Jesus didn't build his understanding about himself and the Fathers thoughts towards him by the sin and death he saw in himself on the cross. He did not discern himself or the Father through the sin and death he saw. Rather he discerned the sin and death he saw in himself by the Father’s love for him and the Spirit of Life they shared. And because of that Jesus saw the Father was with him, to be good to him, to condemn the death that was manifesting in his flesh, even though his bed was made with death, and He cried out to the Father instead of hiding from the father and trying to cloth himself like the first man adam. 

In John 9:39 Jesus says, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not, might see; and that they which see, might be made blind. 

The sight Jesus is talking about is pertaining to the eye of our understanding. The Pharisees just said God condemns the woman caught in the act of adultery. They thought they could see. They thought they saw God. The death in the world painted a picture of God. The death in the world painted a picture of God accusing and condemning sinners. We thought we could see God but we were blind because the carnal mind cannot perceive God. The life that manifested in Jesus revealed our blindness and gave us eyes to see the truth about God. - I Can See Clearly Now The Death Is Gone 11/21/21

· John 9:39 - When Paul was Saul, he was a Pharisee. His mindset was that justification is about having the abundant life, but then he defined the abundant life by the riches of the world, by the things the world esteems for a good life. His treasure was in the earth. He served Mammon. He thought if your life looked good in the world, then that is the life that justifies. He thought gaining the good the world has to offer was equivalent to godliness. And he thought the way to gain a good life from the world was by performing the works of the law; by being a hebrew of the hebrews; a pharisee of the pharisees; circumcised the 8th day; of the tribe of Benjamin. He thought anyone who didn't have a good life in the world, those people were the cursed of God, they were the forsaken of God. They were the sinners. And in fact not having a good life in the world was seen as a sign you were a sinner. That's why the disciples asked Jesus who sinned that this man should be born blind, when they came upon the blind man in John 9. That’s why the disciples said who then can be saved when Jesus says how difficult it is for someone rich in worldly possessions to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Then something miraculous happens to Saul. He encounters the glorified Jesus on the road to Damascus, and his blindness is revealed. Jesus didn't make Saul blind. Jesus says in John 9 he came into the earth so those who don't see might see, and those who think they see would be revealed to be blind. Jesus called the pharisees blind guides. Jesus didn't make Paul blind. The blindness that was already present in Paul was made manifest in the light of Jesus’ life. - It’s No Longer I Who Lives 8/27/23

· John 9:39 - In John 9 Jesus heals a blind guy, and then says he came into the earth to reveal those who think they see are blind, and to restore sight to those who are blind. Jesus wasn't talking about natural sight there. So was the point of Jesus healing that guy's blindness only for his natural sight to be restored? Or was it about the eyes of his understanding being enlightened? Later in the same chapter Jesus encounters the guy he healed, and asks him if he believed on the Son of God. Jesus wasn't asking him if he believed on Jesus for a healing. Jesus was asking him if he believed God was with him to serve him with a life that superabounds over sin and death. It’s wonderful for someone’s physical eyes to be healed but it pales in comparison to the glory of the eyes of their understanding being enlightened, and them being rooted and grounded in the love of God. - Laying the Foundation for Healing 9/24/23

· John 10:10 - God is light and life. There's no darkness or destruction in him. His nature is life and to bring forth His life … the word that has always been with God; that is the manifestation of God; that is the manifestation of God's nature says in John 10 it’s the thief that steals, kills, and destroys. Not God. The eternal Son says when he is come, when God is come, when God is made manifest it brings forth the abundance of life. 

God is after His life being made manifest. Everything He does is from the perspective of Him wanting to pour out His life on creation. Everything He does is from the perspective of bringing forth His life in creation.

God's nature is self sacrificial love. He isn’t self serving. He could never manifest Himself in a way that is self seeking. He could never manifest Himself in a way that would be to purely ingratiate Himself. God can only feel satisfied in emptying Himself for someone else. He can never find satisfaction in something that is self-serving. The cross can never be about God satisfying His own anger, or some man made idea of divine justice because that would mean He’s selfish and self serving. 

God is love. There's no fear or torment in God's nature, so He can’t be the source of punishment. God knows life is good and death is evil; so He can never be the cause of evil. - A Sweet Smelling Savior 7/22/24

· John 12:24 - Jesus made himself a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death. He submitted himself unto the same death that was tearing his creation apart at the seams. He brought the weight of the death that was tormenting His creation down upon himself that he might slay that death, and bear upon himself, and his own life, the weight of a new creation, wherein only righteousness dwelt.

The only way Jesus can be the chief of a creation that is born from the dead is if he first enters into the death that was reigning over the first creation he brought forth. Jesus entered into his death torn creation. He came in the likeness of sinful flesh, He prepared a body of perishable flesh for himself, when the Holy Spirit impregnated Mary. He was born of a woman, born under the law of sin and death, for the purpose of entering into our death torn lives. Jesus gave his body up to be broken, he didn’t count it as robbery to humble himself unto our death. He gave himself over to suffer at the hands of the same death that was bruising his creation, so that in him becoming the chief of a creation that is dead in sin, he could minister his indestructible life to that creation, and bring it forth in the newness of his life.

John 12:24 says except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abides alone: but if it die, it brings forth much fruit. 

This is creation language. A corn of wheat is a grain of wheat. It's a seed. It has a life in it that when it falls into the ground and dies, that life pours out of it. Jesus is God's seed. He is God’s life. He is the incorruptible seed that contains God’s life. Well unless he could enter into the death of his creation, and come forth from that death, he would abide alone. The only way he could create his first creation in the likeness of his incorruptible life, is if he first entered into the vanity, into the corruption, his first creation was made subject to by Adam. The only way Jesus could bear much fruit. The only way he can be the chief; the beginning of a creation, that is born from the dead, and created in the newness of his indestructible life, is if he himself entered into the death of his creation, and became the firstborn from the dead. - The Firstborn of a New Creation 6/5/22

· John 12:36-41 - What’s happened is our understanding of healing has been built on wood, hay, and stubble. We’ve looked at healing the way the old man looks at healing. The gifts of healing have been built on the foundation of a perishable life, instead of Christ and him crucified. They’ve been built on the wisdom of the world, and that's left people sickly in the world, because it’s set their affection on the life that's of the world, as if that's their life. Its clothed people in the old man; the man whose life is fragile and decaying. It’s exalted the power of sickness and sin in people's eyes. It’s made faith and healing a heavy yoke. It’s filled people with the fear of death. It’s taught people to seek a healing from the fear of death; from the fear of sin, and sins ability to steal life from them, instead of from an incorruptible life. Many live in fear of sickness, and that the power of sickness to take life from us, is greater than the power of God's life. But, Jesus says those who believe on me shall never die. Paul says in Colossians we’re already dead. The worst the world and sin can do to your life, it already did in the body of Jesus’ death, and your life has already overcome what sin can do to you in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, and left you in the place where you can never die again.

The miracles Jesus performed were issuing a report. The report isn't that Jesus can perform miracles. Yes, there's power in Jesus to perform miracles. But that’s not the report. The report is the gospel. It's the report of the Father, and the life the Father has in Himself. Jesus goes on to say later in this chapter, that he came to declare the Father, and the everlasting life the Father has in Himself.

Who has believed the report? To whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? The guns show! The arm of the Lord is his indestructible life; the life that can even raise the dead up, never to be able to taste death again. It's the resurrection life that manifested in Jesus, that is Jesus. That’s the arm of the Lord. John quotes Isaiah, saying, who has believed on the Father, hearing the report of His life, and seeing the strength of his life in Jesus. Who has called upon the name of the Lord, seeing He has drawn near to us, to remove the reign of death from over our lives. Who has seen that within God is the gift of a life that has the power to Lord it over sin and death in the flesh. Who has heard that God is come to give us a life that is whole; that is perfect; that has no spots and blemishes; that lacks nothing; that is so much that it can even perfect our bodies from death. 

John says the people saw the miracles. They believed Jesus could perform miracles, that's why they came to him, but they didn't see what the miracles were declaring, so they weren't coming to him for His life. Seeing they didn't see, and hearing they didn't hear. - Who Has Believed The Report of Healing 10/1/23

· John 12:44-50 - This will really challenge our cultural view of what a commandment is because how can someone perform eternal life? Jesus says his commandment is life everlasting. Is Jesus telling us we must produce everlasting life? I mean how can you order someone to do eternal life?

A commandment is a word or a precept or an instruction about something. It can be used in the sense of giving someone an order to perform but it can also be used in the sense of teaching someone something. Or laying out for someone a code of wisdom.

If I teach someone about the law of gravity it could be said that I gave them a commandment. It isn't an order to perform, it's a teaching about something that is.
Jesus tells the people his ministry isn't about seeing him or believing on him. It's about seeing the Father. It's about in seeing Jesus we can see the Father. He says whatever it is we see in him is not about him, it's about revealing the Father. 

Jesus says he doesn’t speak of Himself. He says the Father has given me a commandment that He should speak of the Father, that in the Father being known to mankind, our faith might be towards Him.

John begins his gospel saying in the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God. And John goes on to say the word was made flesh to make God known in the earth. John says the word was made flesh so God could be known by mankind.

What John's getting at is the word that's been from the beginning; that was made flesh in Jesus; is the Father. It's a declaration concerning the Father; and that is what the commandment of Jesus is all about. It is a declaration concerning the Father. Jesus himself is the commandment. 

Looking back to John 12 Jesus says the Father has given him a commandment to declare to the world, and this commandment is (unto) life everlasting. The result or the fruit that this commandment will produce in a person should they value it is eternal life. 

Ok so whatever we want to say about the commandment of Jesus and what its all about, its got to be able to give you eternal life.

The commandment must be a word that can produce eternal life in you. It must be a saying, or a teaching, or an instruction that can produce eternal life in you otherwise it cannot be the commandment of Jesus.

So let me ask: Can giving produce eternal life in you? Can loving your enemies or serving in a ministry produce eternal life in you. Yes we can say those things are good, and they are the fruit of God’s life, but can they produce eternal life in you should you do them. - Let There Be Life 12/20/20

· John 12:44-50 - Jesus says he came on behalf of the Father, so the Father can be seen and heard. Jesus says he didn't come to speak of himself, he came to speak of the Father. He says the Father sent him, and the commandment the Father gave him was to make the Father known to the world. 

Jesus says in the passages we just read in John 12 the Father’s commandment is life everlasting. Jesus says in John 17, that life everlasting, is to know the one true God. If life everlasting is to know the one true God, and the commandment is life everlasting, then the commandment is the revelation of the one true God. The commandment is the revelation of the Father. It’s the Father Himself.

The commandment the Father sent Jesus with was to reveal Him to the world. The Father is perfect. His heart is pure towards us. Our image has not been marred in His heart. He can only ever treat us as the treasure He says we are. He can only ever be good to us, even should He find us in the darkness of our sin. He can only ever be with us to be our advocate; to defend our name and our life, from all that would harm us. His heart is filled with so much goodness towards us that even should we give Him evil, He will be good to us. There's no darkness in the Father. There’s nothing in Him to be afraid of. He’s harmless as a dove. He’s set apart to being the lover of our lives. He’s set apart unto chasing us down with His mercy and His goodness. 

John begins his gospel by telling us Jesus is in the bosom of the Father. He says no one has seen the Father but the Son. The Son has come to declare the Father to the world. Jesus knows the Father. The Father sees He is in Jesus and Jesus is in him. The Father says to Jesus go and make me known to the world so they can see I am with them to give their lives the care they need. Show them I am there to swaddle them from the blood of death with the light of my life. Let them see the goodness I feel in my heart towards them is so much that it even will chase after them. Show them I can cover their nakedness; show them I can overcome the deadness in their bodies and the deadness in the world. Show them I can give them a life that can comfort them and pamper them with peace and love and joy.

The Father sent Jesus, and the precept the Father gave Jesus to reveal to the world, was Himself. The revelation of the Father is the commandment. 

If the Father’s commandment was to tell people to perform the carnal ordinances in the law, or to produce good fruit, or tell people what they must do to live right. He could have sent anyone to do that. He didn't need to send Jesus. Anyone can tell people what to perform. But if the Father wanted to make Himself known to the world, then the only one He can send is Jesus because Jesus is the only one who knew His heart. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· John 14:1-27 - Jesus says at the end of John 14 …. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world gives, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. The peace of Jesus is that he and the Father are one. His dwelling place is the Fathers love. His home is the Father, and the Father’s home is him. They reside in one another. 

The word peace means to join with …… The Hebrew word for peace is Shalom. It talks about the state of being whole, complete, or full. It talks about soundness in the body; safety; welfare; health; prosperity; tranquility; contentment. When said to another its states a desire for another to be made whole, so they can dwell in a state of harmony, and wellness, and safety, and tranquility, and prosperity of soul and mind. 

There's a joy that permeated Jesus’ being. He dwelled in a state of harmony and tranquility. All because of His union with the Father, and the Holy Spirit. There is a wholeness; a soundness of mind and body found in the Godhead, that is the result of the incorruptible life and fellowship that is their union with one another. The conclusion of their union together; the conclusion of their being is always life, and life more abundantly.

Jesus says in John 14:2-3 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

When Jesus says he goes to prepare a place for us, he’s talking about giving us his peace. Jesus says in the Fathers house there are many mansions. When Jesus says there are many mansions in his Fathers house he’s not talking about mansions like we think of mansions. Jesus isn't saying you will have a big house in heaven. He isn't going to heaven to build you a big house. Jesus is talking about a place of residence, it’s just not a house made with man’s hands. The residence Jesus is talking about is God Himself. The mansion is the family in heaven, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit …. The word mansion simply means abode; or dwelling place. A residence, it’s a place to stay. 

John chapter 1 says no one has seen the Father, except for the only begotten Son. He is in the bosom of the Father. John isn't saying no one has heard from God, or interacted with God, or seen a manifestation of God. Moses talked with God out of the midst of the burning bush. Abraham prepared a meal and ate with God. 

1Ti 6:16 speaking of Jesus says Who only has immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man has seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

When John says no one has seen the Father, but the only begotten Son. He’s talking about them being of the same nature; the same essence. John’s saying no one possesses the immortality of the Father but the only begotten Son. No one is by nature of the self same substance of the Father. No one is by nature immortal, but the only begotten Son. No one has approached the light, even as He is in the light, but the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father. He dwells in the light with the Father.

John 3 says the Father so loved the world He sent his only begotten Son. Jesus is come from the bosom of the Father. The Son was begotten, not created, out of the Father’s love for the world. He is in the Father and the Father is in him. They are one; they share in the same glory. Jesus says the Father is my dwelling place. I reside in His love.(John 15). I come from his bosom. It’s the place I stay. I’m in Him, and He’s in me. He’s my dwelling place/home, and I’m His dwelling place home. I make my abode in Him, and He makes His abode in me. We are one. We dwell together in the light of immortality. 

Jesus says he’s going to be with the Father, so just as the Father is His dwelling place, we can also make our abode with him in the Father. Jesus wants us to be with Him in the bosom of the Father. He wants our dwelling place to be with Him in the Father’s love, so we can overcome the world. He wants to abide in us, and for us to abide in him. He wants to make his home in us, that just as He and the Father are one in the light, we can be one with them, in the light. The Father in him, and him in us. That through our union with Him, we can know the Father loves us, just as He loves the only begotten Son, and our joy be made full, and we be kept from the world. 

Jesus says in John 14:3 I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go to prepare a place for you. I will come again to receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

When Jesus says he will come again he’s not talking about the last day when he comes on the white horse. He’s not talking about what’s been called the 2nd coming. When Jesus says he will come again he’s talking about the Father pouring out the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul says in Galatians 4 the Father has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, whereby we cry Abba, Father. 

Jesus says in John 14:16-18 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it sees him not, neither knows him: but you know him; for he dwells with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

Jesus says John 14:25-26 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send IN MY NAME, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

Jesus went to make an abode for you in the Father’s heart. You were always in the Father’s heart, but you couldn’t see the Father, so you weren’t dwelling in His love. Jesus says I will come to you again; that where I am you can be with me; that just as I dwell in the light; just as I dwell in the Father’s love, you can be with me there. I will be made manifest to you through the Comforter. The Father and I will make our abode in you through the Holy Spirit; the Spirit of Truth. I will come to you through the Spirit of Truth, and even as I’m teaching you now; the anointing of the Father, that is the Holy Spirit, will teach you to abide in me. The Spirit will make me manifest to you. He will guide you into the things that are revealed about the Father in me. That just as my dwelling place is the Fathers love; just as I dwell in the light; in the Fathers bosom; I in him and him in me; you can dwell with us in the light; in our love. 

Throughout John 14,15,16,17 Jesus talks about giving us his peace. He prays to the Father that His joy would be made full in us; that we would know the Father loves us just as He loves Jesus. Peace I give you my peace I leave with you, not as the world gives ….. the world does not know the Father. My peace is I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. I and the Father are one. We are of the same nature. You will be made a partaker with us in our divine nature through the words I speak to you. The Father, and I will come to you, and we will make our home in you, through the Holy Spirit. Just as I was fully persuaded that nothing can separate me from the Father’s love because I come from His bosom. My peace will convince you that nothing can separate you from the Father’s love. Jesus was of the same nature as the Father. Just as He poured Himself out for us. He knew the Father would pour Himself out for him. Jesus was begotten out of the Fathers love.

The Fathers love is His desire for you to be one with Him, and His Son, and His Holy Spirit; that your home be with them in the light of the divine nature …. You can see the Fathers love in Him condemning sin in the flesh of Jesus; you can see it in him deifying human flesh in the resurrection of Jesus. It’s not a fickle action on the part of the Father. It's not like a game time decision where he needs to individually make a decision to raise you up out of the miry clay, and it's up in the air whether or not he will raise you out of the miry clay. The Father manifests His love for us through the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Father joins Himself to us through the Son, and the Spirit. He comes to us; He makes our bodies His dwelling place, through the Son and the Spirit, and that guarantees our conclusion will be Him. 

Jesus knew his conclusion would be the glory he shared with the Father from before the world was. Jesus knew nothing could keep the nature he shares with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, from being made manifest in his mortal body. He knew the conclusion of his flesh would be deification, and nothing could keep his flesh from the immortality He shared with the Father from before the world was. He did not live moment by moment wondering what His end would be. Because He is one with the Father by nature, he knew his conclusion would be the glorification of his flesh. How can God's conclusion be anything other than glory? When the eternal Son joined himself to human flesh, it was already decided the end of that flesh would be deification. This is the peace of Jesus. This is the peace he leaves us. He gives us this same peace by making us partakers with him in his divine nature. John says Jesus came full of grace and truth, and of his fullness have we received and grace for grace. Jesus made us partakers of the family in heaven by his grace. He grafted us into the Father, Son, and Spirit, so we can see our end in them/will be them fully manifested in our flesh. - The Family in Heaven 7/13

· John 14:6 - Jesus says I am the truth, the way, and the life. This is the commandment of Jesus. His commandment is He comes and reveals God's righteousness towards mankind, to be a Father to our lives, free from our works, so that in seeing God's equitable deed towards us we can know Him as Father and we can be put to rest by His love for us. - Let There Be Life 12/20/20

· John 14:8-9 - In John 14 Philip says to Jesus show us the Father, and it will satisfy us. And Jesus says to Philip if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. 

It’s not just Philip who was saying that. Philip says it because that is what was in the hearts of all people. We all sit with a desire to have a Father. Someone who cares for our lives above their own. Someone who sees our lives as so precious they would rather die themselves than let harm come to us. We have those same words in our hearts that were in Philip's heart. Show us the Father. Show us we have a Father and that will satisfy us. In my own life, even when I didn't know it my heart was saying show me the Father, and it will suffice me. Show me that God is the Father I need and that will suffice.

The resurrection is God come in the flesh to be the Father we need. If you’ve seen Jesus resurrected, you’ve seen the Father taking thought to give your life the care it needs. If you’ve seen Jesus raised from the dead you’ve seen the Father picking you up out of the miry clay and serving you with a life that overcomes the world. If you’ve seen Jesus raised up, you’ve seen the Father providing you the life you need to flourish and be fruitful. In the resurrection God manifests Himself as everlasting Father by pampering us with His life, the only life that is unto everlasting. 

We had to see God caring for a human life; caring for the kind of life we have. We had to be able to see that He could give us the care we need. That’s the only way our hearts can know God as Father. In order for that to be able to happen there would need to be a human who would find rest in the Father’s love for them in the midst of the world nailing them to a tree. We lose sight of the fact that God had to be able to manifest Himself towards a human being, and not just any human being, but a human being that had the fullness of sin and death upon them, because that's where we were. And God would also need that human being to find their rest in Him, and call upon His name in that place, instead of them trying to clothe themselves with life. Outside of that God would never have been able to reveal Himself to mankind as Everlasting Father. He would never have been able to show us He can provide our lives with the care they need. So God sent His word to put on human flesh. Psalms says a body you have prepared for me. Now listen God’s word is Him. Just as John's gospel says, in the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word is God …. Because we lose sight of what God had to do to be able to reveal Himself as the Father we need … We see Jesus and we fall into the trap of only seeing the son of man …. But that is everlasting Father, the creator of all things, who Himself entered into our death, that He might become that which a new creation can be born from. Everlasting Father entered into our death; He put on our corrupted flesh so He could taste death for us. The fulness of our death manifested in His body. But, it wasn't possible for death to hold Him. The resurrection of Jesus is the Father and His Word and His Spirit working together to manifest themselves as Everlasting Father. It’s the Father and His Word and His Spirit giving your life the care it needs to prosper. That’s Everlasting Father who entered into the very fabric of the destruction that was come upon our lives, just as He entered the darkness and the chaos in Genesis 1, and He did so He could hold our lives together by the power of His indestructible life. Everlasting Father entered into our death torn bodies that He might nurture our flesh unto life, and rock us to a place of rest. - Everlasting Father 4/17/22 - Easter

· John 14:9 - Jesus says in John’s gospel if you’ve seen him, you’ve seen the Father. God Himself is intimately acquainted with what hurts you. He is intimately acquainted with your pain and your suffering. He put on your skin suit and tasted death. God Himself felt the weakness and the fear that comes upon a person when they encounter the death and tribulation and corruption in the world. When we see God Himself, Almighty God; Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor sweat blood when He encountered what we face in this world. It says something to us. It tells us He knows. It tells us He is intimately acquainted with what hurts us, having Himself tasted everything that stands against our lives. It tells us God's heart is full of compassion for us when He finds us in our weakness.

It’s like a support group. God’s our support group. Why do people even go to a support group? What is it that brings them there? The reason you go to a support group when you need help is because you know you won’t be judged. You know you’ll find compassion at the support group because everyone there is intimately acquainted with the hurt you feel. You know no one will make you feel guilty or ashamed because they’ve been through the same thing you’ve been through, and they know the pain and the confusion and the hurt you’ve felt. You go to a support group because you know no one will despise you for your weakness because they’ve walked in your shoes. 

God Himself has walked in your shoes. He doesn’t despise you for your weakness. He doesn't despise you for the things you’ve done because of the fear of death. He doesn't despise you for wanting life. He doesn't despise you for trying to come down off the cross when the world was crucifying you. 

A lifeguard does not despise the person who is drowning for flailing around and trying to take them under. They understand the person is just fighting to live and not die. That’s really what’s going on when the works of the flesh manifest in our lives. The world is nailing us to a cross, and we are trying to lay hold of life ourselves by coming down off the cross.

God understands how you could come down off the cross. He understands why you could try to take up your own lives. He never created you to experience death. He knows you do not have the ability to resist death in the flesh. He knows He’s the only one who possesses the strength to resist sin and death in the flesh. So what He does is He draws us to Himself by showing us He’s full of compassion towards us when we are beset with sin. He shows us the nail marks in his hands and the puncture wound in his side, and He looks us in the eyes, and says to us, I know what you're going through, me too, look? And the compassion we see in His eyes draws us to Him so we can receive grace in our time of need. You’re not coming to someone for help unless you believe they are intimately acquainted with what hurts you.

In the past I despised myself for my weakness, and that's one of the things that kept me from coming to Him. I felt isolated and alone when I needed help the most. There's grace for us in identifying with God in our weakness. If we can see ourselves in the face of God, when we are beset with weakness, it will be as a sharp two edged sword discerning our hearts, telling us the weakness we are feeling is not a sign God is far from us. It's not a sign that our lives are being overcome. - Help 4/3/22

· John 14:15 - Going to survey the gospel of John today and what is maybe the primary theme of John’s gospel, and the primary thing John is trying to convey through his gospel. There’s a lot of different things we can pick out of John's gospel but really what it's all about is the commandment of Jesus. Jesus says here if you love me, keep my commandments

To love here means to value something. Jesus says if you value what I’ve shown you then abide in it. If you think what I’ve said to you is good and true and beneficial to your life then continue in my commandment.

The question is what is the commandment of Jesus. 

Normally what happens is we try and think of all the things we say Jesus told us to do. We think the commandment of Jesus is about him giving us orders to perform like do not be afraid, or love your enemies, or turn the other cheek. Or Jesus telling us we must perform thou shalts and thou shalt nots. - Let There Be Life 12/20/20

· John 14:16 - When Jesus sat down on the right hand of the Father, the Holy Spirit was poured out in all flesh, the Father saying to the Spirit, Bring comfort to my people, show them I am with them to war against the death that is warring against them. Tell them I have not abhorred them in their affliction. Tell them where sin was abounding, causing death to reign over them, the grace in my eternal life did superabound over their sin. Bring comfort to my people .. show them what I have done through My Christ to utterly destroy their fellowship with the sin and the death and the corruption and tribulation in the earth. Guide them into the place where they can see the righteous thing I’ve done to serve them with a life that superabounds over the sin and tribulation in the earth. 

Jesus says in John 14 I will send another; the comforter. He will comfort you by guiding you into the place where you can see what the Father has done to accomplish your warfare. He will restore your sight. He will give you eyes to see Everlasting Father with you justifying you with His life. - The Conviction That Brings Comfort 3/20/22

· John 14:18 - Jesus says in John 14 I will not leave you comfortless. When I was with you it was as if the Father was with you because I was with Him from everlasting. You were refreshed by His presence. I will not leave you comfortless. I will not leave you feeling as if you are alone, and orphans in the earth. I will send another. Even the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, who will open your eyes to the presence of the Father with you always serving you with His life.

You see the Spirit exalts in your sight the Father’s righteousness towards your life. He shows you Jesus. You see your life in Jesus. You see Jesus carrying your sin and your death on the cross, and you see the Father with Jesus, picking him up out of the miry clay, and exalting Him unto life, and glory, and immortality, and that shows you, that you are never alone, whether peril or sword or famine. It gives you eyes to see the Father with you, serving you with Himself, even should you find yourself in affliction. That refreshes you from the sweat of the brow. It immerses you in the love of God. It causes the Fathers love to abide in you, and you in the Fathers love. 

Walking in the Spirit is to live in this world, knowing the Father is always with you, He is in you and you are in Him. It’s to live beholding the Father’s face shining upon you, even in affliction, …. That brings a refreshing to you, it keeps the lust of the flesh from being fulfilled in you, it wipes the sweat from your brow. 

Sweat represents a heavy burden you are carrying. When we exert ourselves we sweat. We drink Gatorade and things like that to try and refresh ourselves from our exhaustion. The Spirit puts the flesh to rest by refreshing it with the presence of the Father. It’s like a cold wet rag, wiping the brow from its sweat … The Spirit catches you up into the presence of the Father, you see the table He prepared for you. A table full of His life; a table prepared with the lamb He provided …. You don’t try to not fulfill the lust of the flesh … What happens is the Spirit comforts you with the presence of the Father clothing you in His lamb, and that wipes away the sweat from your brow, and keeps the lust of the flesh from being fulfilled in you. - The Cool of the Day 6/10/24

· John 14:30 - Jesus says I’m paraphrasing using the entire context, Jesus says the prince of this world will come to me when I am on the cross to tempt me but he doesn’t have anything in me. His accusations will not be able to birth lust in my heart. The death he brings against me won’t be able to get me to take up my own life because I see the world doesn’t have life in itself to give me. I see even should I gain all the good in the world it can’t give me the life my heart longs for. The devil doesn’t have anything in me because the Father is my treasure. I see the substance of the life I long for is in the Father and not the world. I see the love the Father has in His eyes towards me; I see the Father is with me, and it's His good pleasure to give me His life and everything He has in Himself as a gift.

This faith was the power behind Jesus’ ability to endure temptation. This faith produced the fruit of patience in Jesus and kept his heart from lust being conceived in him.  - Deliverance From Temptation 2/28/21

· John 14:30 - Jesus, the eternal Son, God, shed his blood, to cleanse our conscience, so the devil no longer has anything in us. Satan stood opposed to us …. He had something in us. Jesus shed his blood so in seeing the nature of God on full display, and seeing the reward the Father has in His hand to give sinners, Satan would no longer have anything in you to be able to tempt you with. 

Jesus says in John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world comes, and has nothing in me. - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· John 15:3 – this tell us how we become clean…not a word about us having to go do something…we are clean by the word He spoke to us…He is the true vine…he’s talking about the gospel - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 33
· John 16:5-15 - Several translations, like the amplified, the American standard version, the modern King James Version just to name a few, take the words of Jesus when he says the Holy Spirit “will reprove the world of sin” and translate it as “the Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin”. 

The conviction of sin is not about the Holy Spirit making you feel guilty because you’ve done a bad thing. It's not an accusatory thing. It’s not about God finding fault with people’s bad behavior, and now He sends the Holy Spirit to uncover people’s nakedness and make them feel guilty for what they’ve done. 

If you look immediately before Jesus says the Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin, he describes the Holy Spirit as the Comforter. He begins his discourse by calling the Holy Spirit the Comforter, and then he describes the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and how it is the Holy Spirit will comfort people. The conviction of sin is part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to comfort people.

Well you might say why do I feel guilty then when I do something wrong. When Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil mankind's conscience was stained with the knowledge of good and evil. The apostle Paul says in Romans 3 that even though the gentiles did not have the law, their conscience was a law unto itself. Our conscience knows what the fruit of life looks like and we know what the fruit of death looks like. If we see the fruit of death in our life, our conscience will judge that fruit to be evil and inconsistent with experiencing life, and that's why we can feel guilt or shame for something we’ve done.

Comforter: Strongs: intercessor, consoler: - advocate …. Thayers: 1) summoned, called to one’s side, especially called to one’s aid 1a) one who pleads another’s cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant, an advocate 1b) one who pleads another’s cause with one, an intercessor in the widest sense, a helper, succourer, aider, assistant

In the same context Jesus says the sin the Holy Spirit convicts of is unbelief. He says the sin is they do not believe on me. What does it mean to believe on Jesus? Jesus says in John's gospel that he didn’t come to speak of himself but he came to reveal the Father. Jesus also says in John's gospel if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. The gospel of John is centered around Jesus revealing everlasting Father. It is centered around Jesus revealing the goodness in the Fathers heart towards sinners, to serve them with a life that superabounds over death. 

Not believing on Jesus is unbelief in the fathers righteousness to serve you with a life that overcomes the tribulation in the world. Its unbelief in the goodness in the Father’s heart towards your life. Unbelief is not knowing that the thoughts and intents in the Father’s heart towards you, are only thoughts of peace, to give you a certainty of the abundant life.

The conviction of sin is about the Holy Spirit helping the blind to see. To convict of unbelief means to heal someone’s sight by bringing to light the goodness in God’s heart towards their life. It's about comforting people from the torment that comes from unbelief by showing them the Father is with them to justify them with life, free from their works. - The Conviction That Brings Comfort 3/20/22

· John 15:9-10 - Jesus is wanting us to be kept by the same love that's keeping him. We see the conclusion of what Jesus says here in John 17 when he prays to the Father for us to be one just as they are one, him in us, and us in him, so through that we can know the Father loves us in the same way He loves Jesus, and we can be sanctified; set apart; kept from the world.

Kept from the world, isn't talking about not going to concerts, or movies, or interacting with unbelievers. To be kept from the world means for your heart to be kept from the fear that's in the world. Your heart is precious to God. He’s wanting to keep your heart from the sting of death. He wants to purge your conscience from sin. He wants to protect you from the lust that's in the world through corruption. 

The world is trying to question God’s love for you. The world wants to influence you to leave your first love, and to try and find satisfaction in the arms of another. Jesus wants us to know the Father’s love in the same way he knows the Father’s love, so we can be kept from the world, through the Father’s loving embrace, that just as we came to know the Father through Jesus being kept by His love, the world might come to know the Father, and the one He sent, through us also being kept by their love.

John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can you, except you abide in me.

This is the commandment of Jesus … Jesus is going to reveal the Fathers love for us, and he wants us to live our lives beholding the Fathers love for us in him. One of the meanings for the word abide is to be in close and settled union; to be held by something; to be kept continually. The word abide also speaks of an abode or a dwelling place. Like a place of refuge or sanctuary. When Jesus says abide in me, he wants us to behold our lives in his face, he wants us to see ourselves in him, and him in us, so in seeing the Father’s love for him, when He raises Jesus from the dead, the Father’s love becomes our abode, a place of sanctuary, where we are kept from the advances and flirtations of the world. - The Demonstration of the Spirit and of Power 8/11/24

· John 15:10 - How did Jesus walk? Here Jesus says he abided in the word of the Father’s love. Jesus walked in the word of the Father’s goodness towards him. He abided in the word that the Father could only ever be good to Him, and was only ever filled with loving kindness towards Him. That even should the Father find him dead in sin, the Father would not leave him for dead but would fill him with the wine of His life and make a place for him to dwell in His house for all eternity.

Keeping the commandment of Jesus: The commandment of Jesus is the revelation of the Father and the love in His heart for the world. Jesus says in John 12 he is not come to declare himself but he is come to reveal the Father, even as the Father has given him commandment. Jesus goes on to say in John that the commandment the Father has given him is unto everlasting life. Then in John 17 Jesus says eternal life is founded in knowing God as the one who will Father His life in you free from your works. - Jesus is the Propitiation for the Fathers Love for the World 5/16/21

· John 15:10 - If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

The commandment of Jesus is the revelation of the Father. The way you keep the commandment of Jesus is to abide in the image Jesus painted of the Father in the earth. Abiding in Jesus is to walk before the Father’s perfection towards you. It's to walk in the image of the Father Jesus painted in his death and resurrection. It’s for your home to be made in the bosom of the Father. It’s to dwell in what Jesus revealed about the Fathers heart towards your life in the cross and the resurrection. The way you keep the commandment of Jesus is to live your life beholding the goodness and faithfulness of the Father towards you; to serve you with His life and decorate you in His peace, and His love, and His joy. 

God is desiring for us to walk before Him. He is wanting us to see He is perfect in His thoughts and intentions towards our life. He wants us to see He can only ever love our lives and be good to us, so we walk in His perfection towards us. 

Deuteronomy talks about walking in the statutes and judgments of God. That’s what it means to walk in the statutes and judgments of God. God has revealed Himself to be perfect towards you. He has revealed Himself to be as he ought to be as your shield and your buckler. He has revealed that He is as He ought to be as the one who can give your life the care it needs. He revealed Himself to be righteous as the one who will make you exceedingly fruitful. The statutes and judgments of God declare His righteousness towards you, and the way you walk in His statutes and judgments is by crying out Abba, and looking to the strength in His hand to serve you with life.

This is the point of the commandment, this is the end of the commandment, that your heart cry out Abba …. The commandment is the revelation of the Father, and you walk in the commandment by continuing in …. The Father is the one true God. He shows Himself to be the one true God by providing Himself a lamb and conquering sin and death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. He does that so you have one God the Lord Your God. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· John 15:12 - Jesus commanding us to love others, said he struggled with this verse but then heard Bertie preach about it. Talked about abiding in God, John 15. The commandment is to abide in Me, not to go out and love. Looked up the word that in the Greek, this is my commandment in order that ye may be able to love one another as I have loved you. Why? Bc His spirit will come live in us, and as we abide in Him His spirit will produce love. It’s impossible to love others as He loved apart from abiding in Him. His grace produces the fruit. Don’t grow weary in believing in the grace of God if you don’t see the fruit, keep sowing to the spirit, it’s the only way love can be produced. 
If you think you have been commanded to love, you will try to bring it forth in your own power and be frustrated and bring forth anger. You can’t do it on your own, that is the whole point. It makes God happy when you throw your hands up in the air and say you can’t do it. - What Is The Curse Of Law?
· John 15:12 - Jesus says in John 15 he kept his Father's commandment. Well what was the Father’s commandment? Jesus says in John 12 he didn't come to speak of himself but he came to reveal the Father, even as the Father has given him commandment. The Father’s commandment was for Jesus to make Him known to the world. The way Jesus would reveal the Fathers love for the world is by manifesting the work of the Father to heal mankind from the death sin was serving them with. That’s why Jesus says to the Father in John 17 glorify me that I may glorify you. Raise me from the dead and your work to heal mankind from the wages of sin will be made manifest in the earth. 

Jesus was put to rest on the cross by the revelation of the Father’s love for him. He observed the Sabbath. Jesus wasn't thinking he must rest. His eyes were full of the work of the Father to save him from the body of death and raise him up in incorruptible flesh, and that put his flesh to rest. As the psalmist says you shall not let your holy one see corruption, neither will you leave my life in the grave. And because Jesus was put to rest by seeing the work of the Father to shepherd his life. What happened is, the work of the Father to cleanse mankind from death, and serve us with His life was made manifest in the resurrection. As the psalmist says in psalm 40 I will declare your faithfulness oh God in the midst of the great congregation. I will sing of how you picked me up out of the miry clay. 

Jesus declared the Fathers love for the world in his resurrection. The work of the Father to heal mankind from sin and death was made manifest in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, so the work of the Father could be set apart in our eyes, and our flesh could be put to rest. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· John 15:12-17 - What produces love in people? Is it a function of the will of man? John says in chapter 1 of his gospel the power to appear as the Sons of God is not of the will of the flesh, or the will of man, the power is of God. 

Verse in John 15 about the new commandment that isn’t new ….. abide in the revelation of God revealed in me, and you will have …. and as my life abides in you, then you will love .. abide in what is revealed about God's love in me, and that will cause my life to abide in you, and you will experience this love, love your neighbors …
Connect 10 commandments to Jesus on the cross. The word was made flesh. Yes the word that was from before the creation of the heavens and the earth, but also the word contained in the 10 commandments was made flesh in Jesus, and we are able to behold it in the person of Jesus.

There’s Jesus… he needed someone to be His Father; He needed … he didn’t just will himself to have one God; He saw deep into the bosom of the Father & he saw the care the Father thought to take of his life; and that caused him too …. And the fruit of him … explain one God ….

Jesus abided in the Father. He rested his head on the Father’s bosom. He saw the love in the Fathers heart for him; that the Father will not suffer him to see corruption; neither will the Father … Jesus continued in the Fathers love; the life he lived in the flesh, he lived by beholding the Fathers love for him; that he was in the Father and the Father was in him. Jesus was persuaded of the Fathers goodness towards him to serve him with life; that brought something forth in him where he didn’t look to the strength in his hand; or the strength of the good he could gather to himself from the world. He had one God the Lord His God, and he had no other gods besides him …. he loved the Father with all His heart, all his soul, and all his strength. He was so persuaded of the Fathers' loving kindness towards him, that he gave himself fully over into the arms of the Father.

Jesus saw the Father does work. He saw the Father would not … Jesus entered into the Father’s rest. His flesh was put to rest by beholding the Fathers work … Jesus observed the sabbath. He beheld the work of the Father. His flesh was put to rest because he saw the Father won't suffer him to see corruption; neither will the Father leave his soul in hell. He saw the Father will glorify him with the glory he shared with the Father from before the beginning.  

Jesus abided in the Father’s love, just as the anointing, that is the Holy Spirit, taught him, of the Father’s love …. Jesus obeyed his father and his mother ….

This caused Jesus to love his neighbor …. Who is my neighbor? Jesus tells a parable about the Good Samaritan. The Samaritans were sworn enemies of the Jewish people. Jesus loved his neighbor. He was filled with love for his enemy. He didn't steal, kill, or destroy.

Law written in our hearts … Jesus was raised a life giving Spirit … the truth about the Father and the life He has in Himself, and that He’s with us to serve us with His life  - The Tablets of Testimony 11/10/24

· John 15:15 – I have called you friends not servants. 
God has come and shared his heart to be the giver, the one who wants to serve you with his life, so that you will no longer have to wonder and be in the dark about what He thinks of us.
When you are able to see what He’s doing, it sets you free from the mindset that something needs to be done. - The Sweet Fruit of Patience 3/13/16
· John 15:15 - Paul says God has abounded towards us, making known to us His will. Jesus says no longer do I call you servants but I call you friends because I have told you everything my Father has shown me. God wants you to know what He’s up too now and what He’s always been up to. He doesn’t want it to be a mystery. He wants you to know what's in His heart and what He’s after so you can live from a confident expectation. He wants to give you a certainty of what the sum total of your life will be. It’s like what God says in Jeremiah 29:11 when He says I know the thoughts I have for you; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

It does something for us to see what the outcome of our lives will be. It gives a stability to our lives. It removes the unknown. It brings forth order in our lives. It gives us a peace and a safety. It hides us in the cleft of the rock; it hides us in the bosom of the Father. We don't like it when things are chaotic and out of control. We don't like it if we’re not sure if our life matters. We find comfort in knowing how things will go. There’s studies that show children who have a set meal time and bed time are much happier. The reason is there's a peace and a safety with them knowing how things will go. It removes the burden of carrying the weight of their own lives. People are always trying to figure out what they’re meant for and what life is all about. People go to ancestry.com just to try and find out something about their lives. We think if we can somehow ascertain where we’re from, we’ll know where we’re going, and find peace and stability for our lives. Because of that Paul says God made His thoughts known to us in Christ.

God's will did not begin when sin entered the earth. God's will is from the beginning, and has never changed. I know this can be surprising to hear but the gospel does not begin with the sin of the world. What God purposed to do in Christ does not find its beginning with the sin of the world. The sin of the world isn't the Father of God's passion. The gospel isn’t the message of what God’s done because of sin. Sin being removed as far as the east is from the west is just a byproduct of God being Himself, and following the passion that's been in His heart from the beginning, when he said let there be light. God didn't send Jesus to deal with sin per se. Yes, Jesus dealt with sin. But the reason Jesus dealt with sin is because it stood opposed to the passion that’s always been in God's heart. So really Jesus came to accomplish what God purposed in Himself from the beginning, and since sin and death entered, and tried to stand opposed to God's dream, Jesus was brought forth from the Father to conquer sin and death in the flesh, and in creation, in order to accomplish what the Father, Son, and Spirit purposed in their hearts from the beginning, when they said let there be light. 

Not even sin and death can get in the way of God loving you unto life. Can you imagine sin and death getting in the way of God being Himself? - Seeing The End From The Beginning 1/28/24

· John 15:15 - I want to look at some things pertaining to creation, and God’s plan for creation, and the role we play in God's plan coming to pass. 

Jesus says in John 15 no longer do I call you servants, but I call you friends because a servant doesn’t know what his Lord is doing, and I have made known to you everything I heard from the Father. 

Jesus says a servant is someone who doesn’t know what their Lord is doing. When you don’t know what God is doing, or how He does it, you end up living as a servant, and not a son. You end up lusting after the kingdom, instead of waiting patiently for God to bring forth His Kingdom. We can very easily become confused concerning the gospel, and what it’s all about, and the role we play, if we don't know what God’s been doing from the beginning. 

With Beckie and me. It can quickly turn into chaos if we don't know what the other is doing. There's times when I come home and she’s not there. If I don't know she’s already fed the dogs, I can easily set about to feed the dogs again, not knowing she’s taken care of that already. - The Manifestation of the Children of God 9/1/24

· John 16: 7-14 – this goes all the way back to when Jesus said I will send you another comforter, I will not leave you Fatherless, when you can see the son in yourself you won’t feel orphaned anymore. 
Jesus is busy explaining how this will happen and what the comforter will do to intercede in our hearts so that we can boldly proclaim that we are a son and we are full of glory and honor.
Reproving sin is not talking about correcting bad behavior, it is talking about correcting a wrong belief system.
God never left man, man left God. If we don’t come to him there is no fellowship. The whole ministry of the Holy Spirit is revealing the son in you. Part of revealing the son in you is revealing the death you died on the cross with Jesus. So that in your heart you will be purged of knowing yourself in the flesh. 
It will bring comfort to your heart when you can see that you are not defined by what you do, what you have or what happens to you in this world. It will bring comfort when you can see God is not knowing you according to the flesh, but He is only knowing you according to Christ. 
Satan is all the time trying to get you to define yourself by what you do and what you have. But every time that happens, the Holy Spirit comes to strengthen you to resist that way of thinking. 
We always have to define the ministry of the Holy Spirit as what Jesus came to do. - 10/12/13
· John 16:8-9 - Unbelief is sent away from us as we behold the work of God. Jesus says in John 16 that when the Holy Spirit is come he will reprove the world of unbelief and of righteousness because he goes to be with the Father. The word reprove means to correct someone’s belief by bringing something to light.

The Holy Spirit removes unbelief from your heart by revealing to you the Father’s work to bring a plague to the sin and death that wants to war against your life. The Holy Spirit is the Comforter and is come to help you in your unbelief by bringing to light the goodness in the Father’s heart towards you. The Holy Spirit does not speak of Himself but is with you to guide you to the place where your eye is fixed on the righteous work the Father has done in Christ to seat your life in Him, far above the death and corruption in the world. - Help For Unbelief 8/15/21

· John 16:8-11 - As John 16 says The Holy Spirit shows us God's righteousness towards us, to care for our lives, and overcome the sin and death in our flesh, by pointing to the resurrected Jesus who is seated at the right hand of God on account of the Father loving him out of the grave. When we see Jesus, and see it's the testimony of God's faithfulness to our lives, and we see that it's on account of the love He has in his heart for us, we come to the place where we say it must be because we are His children.

The resurrection is the commandment of Jesus. It declares God to the world. It makes God known to the world as Father. It reveals the love God has in His heart for mankind. It gives people intimacy with God by making Him known to the world. The resurrection tells you God is with you to overcome the deadness in your flesh, and Father His life in you free from your works, because He loves you. And that is the commandment of Jesus.

Now let's take it down to the level of friends talking with one another because Jesus is our friend. The commandment of Jesus is listen guys I’ve got something to tell you about God and what is in His heart for your life. This guy loves you so much. He is so taken with you that He has drawn near to you, to preserve your life from the death in the world, by Fathering His life in you free from anything you can do for Him. - Let There Be Life 12/20/20

· John 16:8-11 - Jesus talking about the Holy Spirit says when the Holy Spirit is come he will come to convince the world of righteousness because I go to be with the Father. The Holy Spirit descended on the world like a dove to care for our lives, to persuade us of God's righteousness towards our lives, to give our lives the care they need by sealing us with His life, so we can be protected from all the evil in the world, and its effects on our hearts. We see the care God has given our lives in the glorified man Jesus at the right hand of the Father. 

It’s like the parable of the Good Samaritan. The life we have from the world has been beaten and bloodied by the thief. Satan's called the thief, and He’s also called the prince of this world. God is the Good Samaritan. He poured out His Spirit to pick us up out of the miry clay and fill us with his life and make a place for us to dwell with him for all eternity. 

You come to the cross to lay down your life when you see God is the Good Samaritan. As your gaze is fixed on the care God has given your life when He poured out onto us all of Himself and His indestructible life. What will happen is you will know the love of God and that will cause you to lay down the life you can gain from the world. 

God has cared for your life exceedingly, abundantly above all we can ask or think. He’s done the only thing that can actually protect us from the world and the corruption in the world. Jesus is God caring for your life. The Holy Spirit is here caring for your life. That’s why the Spirit is called the Comforter.  - Following in the Footsteps of Jesus 1-22-23

· John 16:9 - This is how God helps us with our unbelief. The forgiveness of sin is also God healing us from unbelief. John 16 says sin is unbelief in God's goodness towards you. The wages of not seeing God is with you to be good to you, to serve you with His life, is that you will fornicate with your own works, and the reward your works have to pay you with is death and the fruit of death. The way God convicts us of sin, which means to reprove. The way God reproves us of sin is by drawing near to us, and being good to us, by sending death and corruption away from us. - Forgiveness of Sin 11/14/21

· John 16:13-15 - The Holy Spirit’s been thought of as unpredictable. The wild card so to speak. The Father and the Son have some decorum but the Holy Spirit is a bit of a wild man, like the crazy uncle. The Spirit is akin to the breath of God, so it's been said the Spirit is like the wind. It blows where it wills, and we hear the sound, but we don't really know what the Spirit will say, or why it will say it. We say the Spirit moves as the Spirit wills, and we say it like we don't really know what the Spirit is doing. And that's done a great disservice to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It’s left people with a very elementary understanding of the Spirit's work in their lives. Its relegated the ministry of the Spirit to random things you can feel or hear. As if you don't really know what the Spirit will say or what the spirit will do, you just need to make sure you are sensitive to what the Spirit is saying in every situation. I have to say that makes it very difficult for people to hear what the spirit is saying. It makes it very difficult for people to walk in the spirit, and be led by the Spirit. Its left a lot of people making unrighteous judgments about people and situations, and saying the Holy Spirit said. Its left a lot of people prophesying according to the flesh. Because after all the Spirit told me, and who can contest what was said, because who knows what the Spirit is saying. There's a lot of destruction that comes from people establishing their own vain imaginations in the name of the Holy Spirit told me. 

Please don’t misunderstand me. The Holy Spirit can absolutely lead you in a number of different ways. The Holy Spirit led Beckie and I to get up out of Colorado and come to Slidell to start this fellowship. The Holy Spirit had us praying Luke 4:18-19. The Spirit can speak to us about all sorts of things. Jesus told the woman at the well about her past and her present. With that being said the Holy Spirit is not some hocus pocus kind of thing where we don’t really know what the Spirit is saying and we have to be sure we are looking within so we don’t miss it.

It’s no mystery what the Spirit is saying. We know exactly what the Spirit looks like. We know exactly where the Spirit is leading us. It’s Jesus. The Spirit looks like Jesus. The Spirit sounds like Jesus Christ & him crucified. The ministry of the Spirit is Jesus. The Spirit isn’t invisible. The Spirit isn’t unknown. We see the Spirit clearly in Jesus Christ. Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit, so we can say the Spirit was made flesh in Jesus. Just as Jesus says if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. If you’ve seen Jesus, you’ve seen the Spirit. 

Jesus says the ministry of the Spirit is to guide you into all truth. Jesus isn't talking randomly here. It’s not just any truth the Spirit comes to minister to you. The Spirit isn’t come to guide you into physics, or calculus. The Spirit is not come to minister the law of gravity to you, or to guide you into proper addition and subtraction. The Spirit is come to minister a very specific truth to you. Remember Jesus said a couple chapters earlier “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one comes to the Father, but by me”. The ministry of the Spirit is to take the things that were revealed about the Father, through the Son, and show them to you. - The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 8/18/24

· John 16:32 - I can say a lot of things about the faith Jesus authored in the earth. But, at the core of the faith Jesus authored in the earth, is the Father is as He ought to be as Father; as life giver; as the caregiver of your life. At the core of the son of God’s faith is that he’s never alone, the Father is with Him, shepherding his life; giving His life the care it needs …. that even should everyone scatter from him, and it looks like he is alone, and it looks like the Father is scattered from him too. Even should it look like the Father wasn't with him in his time of need. When he needed him the most, that the Father is with him in the midst of his affliction; taking thought to give His life the care it needs; giving him exceedingly abundantly above all he can ask or think.

Jesus looked like he was alone on the cross in his time of need, but he was never alone. He saw the Fathers face shining on him in the midst of the cross; the Holy Spirit immersed him in the Fathers likeness, clothing him in the midst of his affliction, comforting him; strengthening him; casting down the strength of the tribulation from the high places of his heart, interceding in Jesus’ heart, lifting up His union with the Father.

Simply put the faith of the Son of God; the faith of Jesus Christ; the faith he authored in the earth is that we’ve never been alone. Even when it looked like we were alone. When it looked like everyone including God was scattered from us, the Father was with us, His face was always shining on us, to immerse us in His likeness. - Good Good Father 6/17/24

· John 16:33 – in me, you might have peace // not in being a millionaire, not everything going perfect. 
What do we do when troubles come? When we feel like we are in lack? Our flesh wants to fix the problem. We start asking these questions:
· What’s wrong with me?
· Why did that happen to me?
· Why did God let that happen to me?
· Where is God?
Then our heart starts thinking lies:
· I’m not like God.
· I’m not like others.
· God doesn’t love me
· I’m a mess
· I don’t like myself
· I can’t do anything right
When the lie is there it takes it to the extreme, so we can’t see any good thing. 
Instead of doing what Eve did, we don’t have to try to fix it. We don’t have to work to bring life to ourselves. We can go to God and let him take care of it. 
Tribulation doesn’t mean you lack in anything, it just means you live in a fallen world. - Freedom From The Lie of Lack – Denise Henry 11/8/15

· John 16:33 - says In the world you will have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

Jesus isn’t commanding us to not be afraid. Does the vine command the branch to be fruitful or does the vine produce fruit in the branch? The only thing the vine will say to the branch is abide in me and I will produce my fruit in you. 
God isn’t so harsh as to command people to deliver themselves from fear. He comes as the deliverer. 
There’s a life in Jesus that has already overcome the world. There’s a life inside of human flesh seated at the right hand of God that has already overcome the corona virus. The corona virus cannot decay that life. It cannot take from that life. It cannot overthrow that life. 
When you see the life that is in Christ is your life, and you see the life you have now even in this earthen vessel has already overcome any tribulation that can manifest in the world. Your heart will be purified from the fear in the earth on account of things like the corona virus. - Fearing God 3/15/20
· John 17:1-26 - The only way you can enjoy life is if you have been stripped from worries. 
He is saying let us do something that will produce something, glory me that I may glorify you, that will cause the Father’s glory to manifest. Why would that happen because of that? As you have made Jesus the rep of mankind, when they see how well they have spoken of me, then they will see how well you have spoken of them. 
The definition of the word glory in John 17 is caused to be made manifest the truth about an individual
Adam was a picture of Jesus, Eve was a picture of the church, that intimacy can’t occur without knowing how well the Father has spoken of your life
God has one perfect will for your life and it has to encompass eternity. If it does not fit in that description then you have been taught the wrong thing. Example, if Jesus comes back His will for Greg’s life is not to go preach the gospel, it is to walk with Him. - This Is Eternal Life
· John 17:1-26 - When you want to know God’s heart for you read John 17 in amplified – this is Jesus praying, what he wanted us to know – I have given to them the glory and honor you have given me, everything the father thinks about Jesus he thinks of us, this is also the truth about the Father, 
Glory in the NT always means the good view, judgment and opinion resulting in praise, honor and glory. God does sing praises over you. - Whose Head Are You Living In 5/31/15
· John 17:1 - Jesus says to the Father glorify me and that will glorify you. Glorify me and the world will see that I’m in you and you’re in me and we are one. And they will behold your glory in me.

Jesus is talking to the Father about the resurrection there. He’s saying a word will be made flesh in me when you raise me from the dead. He says to the Father, raise me from the dead. Glorify my dying flesh with your life and that will say something to the world. Raise me from the dead and that will be as a Word to mankind. It will be Your voice echoing in the earth to all people.

The resurrection of Jesus is God gathering us together around a campfire. It's the Father talking with us. It's the Father explaining Himself and what's in His heart towards us.  

Jesus is the language of the Father. When the Father speaks, His language is Jesus. When the Father speaks He speaks Jesus. 

So many times we can think that God isn't talking to us but He is speaking to us all everyday through the resurrection. 

God desires intimacy with us so we can be partakers with Him in His life and we can receive strength to overcome the deadness in our flesh and the deadness in this world. He comes to make Himself known in the resurrection of Jesus so our intimacy can be with Him and His life instead of our intimacy being with our works and the life we can build ourselves. - And The Word Was Made Flesh 4/4/21

· John 17:1 - Jesus prays Father glorify me, that I may glorify you. Raise me, as the son of man from the dead; glorify my flesh with your immortality. And that will justify you in the sight of mankind. It will declare your innocence. It will show once and for all that you are as you ought to be as the Father of mankind. It will acquit you in the eyes of mankind, and they will see that you are as you ought to be as the one who will care for their lives. When they see the thought you have taken to care for their lives in the body of my resurrection; that it’s exceedingly, abundantly above all they could ever ask or think, you will be sanctified in their hearts as Father.

We see a life that is without spot and blemish in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. We see the sinless life that can give us the kind of care we need in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. We see the Father has given us His life as a gift, and that acquits Him in our hearts. It declares the innocence of God in our hearts. It objects to the testimony that death is trying to give in the earth, and it acquits God in our hearts. It testifies to us that God is the Father we need. We see the glorified Jesus, and we see the Father in our midst serving us with a life that is free from sin; that can never die again; that overcomes this world and the lack in the world. And that gives a testimony that God is as He ought to be as Father. - The Justification That Comes From Life 3/13/22

· John 17:1 - Jesus says glorify me that I may glorify you. Jesus goes on to say this is life eternal, that they might know you, the one true God. Jesus says to the Father, if the world can know your love for them like I know your love for me, they will call upon your name, and that will call forth your life in them. Glorify me by raising me up out of the grave, and that will be the fulfillment of the commandment. When you raise me up from the world's sin and death, clothed in your life, it will paint your image in the earth, and make you known to the world. When the world can see you caring for their lives in me, that will be the fulfillment of the commandment; that will make You manifest as Father; that will show you to be the one true God; this will be unto eternal life. All those who see and believe will call upon your name, and that will call forth everlasting life in them; that will be unto everlasting life manifesting in them.

That’s why Jesus is a light. The life that manifested in his bodily resurrection reveals God as Father. It reveals the loving kindness in God’s heart for our lives. It reveals that God has taken thought to give our lives the care they need. It reveals God has done a work to care for our lives, that is exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think … that gives us eyes to see God; that glorifies God as Father. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· John 17:1-5 - How does the resurrection of Jesus glorify God? What does it mean for God to be glorified?

The resurrection of Jesus glorifies God by revealing Him to the world as Everlasting Father. Jesus begins in John 17 by saying He has authority over all flesh. Jesus is the Son of man, and we are also the children of men. Jesus says to the Father, when they see the way you care for my life. When they see you raise me from the dead, and provide my life with the care it needs. It will be as a light that lights up all people with the knowledge of everlasting Father. It will light up all people with the thought you have taken to care for their lives. 

Jesus goes on to say to the Father in John 17, and this is eternal life, that they know you, the one true God. This will be unto eternal life manifesting in them. That they see you are the one that is able to serve them with the eternity that is in their hearts … that they see you are the one that is able to give their life the kind of care it needs … that they see the thought you have taken to care for their life, that you are Mighty, possessing the strength to serve them with the abundant life they need, and in seeing that, they come to know you as Father.

Many times children don’t know what they need, they just feel want, because they know they need something. Do you know what kind of life we need? A life that overcomes death. We need a sinless life. We long for a life that is without spot or blemish. We need a life that overcomes the tribulation in the world. We need the kind of life that can serve us with peace and love and joy. We need a life that can comfort us; that can rock our flesh to sleep; that can protect us, even as we walk through a world that's shadowed with death. That’s the kind of life we want. A life that can even raise up these mortal bodies into immortality. A life that can bring forth peace and love and joy even should everything around us be crumbling. That’s the kind of life we want. A life that isn't at the mercy of this world; that can't be corrupted by bad politicians. Listen we have some bad politicians today but they are nowhere near as bad as the politicians in Jesus’ day. In (the resurrection of) Jesus we see a life that isn't at the mercy of bad politicians. It isn't at the mercy of corrupt Roman soldiers. It isn't even at the mercy of the cross, because when the cross came and Jesus was nailed to the cross, the life he had in himself, it brought him out of the grave. It brought him out of the grave in a body that could never be touched by weakness again. Well that life is the Father’s life. It came from the Father. That’s the kind of life we need.

The lives we have from the world are fragile. We are born into a world where the life is fragile because it’s but dust. There are a lot of cares that come along with managing the death, I mean the life we have from the world. There’s fear and anxiety that comes along with trying to manage the lives we have from the world. We have eternity in our hearts. We want a life that can keep our hearts from fear and anxiety. We want a life that can defend our name; that can defend our reputation; that can stand up to scrutiny; that can prevail against accusation. When God brought forth His life in a man who had the fulness of death upon him. A man who was despised and rejected and cursed by the world. When God raised Jesus from the dead clothed in a life that is without spot or blemish, it showed us the kind of care we need and it showed us God can give our lives the kind of care they need. The resurrection of Jesus shows us God can serve us with the kind of life that doesn't wilt under the heat of the world. 

A Father is someone who takes thought to care for the lives of their children. They prefer their children’s lives over their own. They will gladly lay down their life to give their child the kind of care they need for their lives to be protected from harm and to flourish. A Father is someone that even should their child sin against them, they will only think of serving their child. 

God embraced us while we were doing the worst thing that a kid can do. We crucified the Lord of glory. We crucified God. And you know what He’s doing? He’s embracing us, telling us I know. I know what's going on in you. I get it. It’s ok. I know that death has taken you captive. I know the world has convinced you that you have to be a father to your own life. I know the serpent has fathered his hatred, and murder and envy inside of you. It’s ok. I’m here. I’m blowing that death up right now from the inside out. I’m absorbing that death into my body right now. I’m absorbing all your sin; all your hatred; all your frustration; all your confusion into myself right now, and I’m about to take it all down into the grave, and I’m coming out as Everlasting Father. I’m coming out of the grave with the life that can give you the care you need. I’m going to show you that I drew near to you even when I knew you were going to nail me to a cross, so I can serve you with a life that overcomes death. That’s when you start knowing God as Father. You start to see God is the Father you need. Because a father, if you smack a father across the face He gives you the other cheek. If a son comes and smacks a father across the face. Do you know what someone who is the Father will do? Turn and give them the other cheek. That’s what we see God doing in the person of Jesus. There we are blaming him for all our hell; they we are smacking him across the face; spitting on him; mocking him; stripping Him naked. That’s God. God could’ve wiped us all out if He wanted to but He didn't. And He didn't have to use His willpower not to do it, because He’s Father. What He did is He said I’m going to absorb all this hell into myself. All this hell that comes upon my kids. He looks at us and says, get it out. It’s ok. Here I am. Get it out. I won’t return evil for evil. Whose the only one that if you nail them to a tree, isn't going to return evil for the evil you gave them. God, that's who. Mankind nailed God to a tree when He came to love us and save us. We gave Him evil for good, and you know what He gave us? Eternal life. As our dear friend and sister Gwendolyn Myrie says, It takes a Father to lay down their life for their children. Only a Father will lay down their life for their children. Only a Father would stand in the face of the sin and death bullying and bruising His children. Only a Father would descend into the depths of the abyss; the depths of our hell, so they can kick open the gates of hell.

When we see God laid down His life for ours, so He can nurture our dying bodies with His everlasting life. Our hearts begin to be pricked. Our hearts begin to tell us it can only mean one thing, God is our Father. God is the Father we need. Not just the one who created us, and left us alone, but the one who takes thought to give our lives the kind of care they need. 

We have eternity in our hearts. The only person our hearts will know as the Father we need is someone who can provide us with a life that is everlasting. - Everlasting Father 4/17/22 - Easter

· John 17:3 - most miss what He’s doing here...the joy that he was strengthened with came from the promise that the Father said I will glorify you…that was why Jesus had the joy. 
The joy that was set before Jesus was revealed in John 17 – Jesus connects his joy with his confident expectation that the Father would glorify him. - Hope On A Slippery Slope 7/26/15
· John 17:3 - Jesus says here that eternal life is found in knowing the one true God. He goes on to describe what it means to know the one true God as seeing God with you to be a Father to your life.

Ok .... We are going to connect some dots now. If eternal life is found in knowing God as your Father, and the commandment of Jesus is the thing that produces eternal life in people. Then the commandment of Jesus is to make God known to the world, so mankind can see God has drawn near to them to be a Father to their life.

The commandment of Jesus is the revelation of the Father’s love for the world. In John 17 Jesus prays to the Father about the commandment being made manifest in the earth. Jesus prays in John 17 that we would know the Father loves us as much as He loves Jesus. Jesus is fully persuaded that the Father loves him, and he prays that we might be fully persuaded of the Father’s love for us, just as He is.

Jesus was the only one knowing the heart of God. He was the only one truly knowing God as Father. So the Father gave it into Jesus’ hands to make Him known to the world. That’s the commandment the Father gave to Jesus. He gave it into Jesus’ hands to make the love He has for the world known. God wanted to be known by the world so the world in knowing Him could be translated from the condemnation of death into the light of His eternal life. 

Remember John says Jesus is the light that lights every person that comes into the world. Jesus is the light that came into the world to reveal to every person the love the Father feels for them is the same love He feels for Jesus. The way he reveals the Father’s love for all people is he shows the world the Father is with them in the midst of this world to Father His life in them free from their works.

Seeing that Jesus is the light that entered the earth. The commandment of Jesus is let there be light. It's the calling forth of life in people. It's Jesus calling people out of the darkness of death into the glorious light of his life by revealing the Father, and the love the Father feels for the world .......

What is it Jesus performed to inherit the blessing of life when his hands were nailed to a tree? Did he give some money; did he perform miracles; did he perform the works of the law? In fact Jesus would have rather died on the cross than look to the strength in his own hand to attain to life. 

You can see Jesus’ commandment on the cross when he cries out Father into your hands I commit my life ... and you can see the life everlasting it produces in his resurrection. - Let There Be Life 12/20/20

· John 17:5 - Greg’s honor and glory has nothing to do with how well he preaches and how many people like him. He has called us into an intimacy that glory and honor that Jesus has, we have as well. 
Mankind was not an afterthought of God, but something he had in mind from the very beginning. 
John 17:5 – Jesus praying, he knew His time was coming, now oh Father, thank you that you have glorified me as you have glorified Jesus. Let our prayer be a prayer of thankfulness of the glory we had with Him in the beginning. That is what will satisfy your soul. - Rich In Faith October 2013
· John 17:5 - The joy set before Jesus was the glorification of his flesh. It was the glory he shared with the Father from the beginning. Jesus says to the Father in John 17 glorify me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with you before the world was. That’s what was lifted up in Jesus' eyes when he was on the cross. It was the Father and the life Jesus shared with the Father that was lifted up in his sight. Jesus knew the Father was in him, and he was in the Father. Jesus knew that even though sin was manifesting death in his flesh, sin wasn't the Father of His life. Jesus knew his life was from above. He knew he was dead to sin, and alive to God. That’s what justified him from the shame of the cross. It disesteemed the death of the cross, and justified his heart from the accusation that came from the body of death. Jesus didn’t try to despise the death of the cross. He saw the life He shared with the Father, and that warred against the sting of death. The life the Father has in Himself, that He gave that Jesus would also have in Himself, when placed next to the death of the cross, overshadowed the shame of the cross. - It’s No Longer I Who Lives 8/27/23

· John 17:13 – Jesus praying that His joy be left with us. One of the fruits of God's belief is joy. What is the joy? That when we see how well God has spoken of our life, we will become happy. 
We’ve been seeking joy in carnal things, our joy can only be found in the word the Father has spoken about our life. - The Faithfulness of God Towards Man
· John 17:13 – the foundation of the gospel, the purpose of what the Father communicates to us and His desire when He communicates to us, His desire is for us to enjoy our life, 
It brings God joy to convince you of what He thinks of you. We rob Him of joy when we don’t allow Him to do that. - The Faithfulness of God Towards Man
· John 17:13 - Jesus prayed that his joy be made full in us and that this joy would keep us from the evil in this world. He was talking about hope when He said this. Hope is what brings forth the joy. 
It was hope in the heart of Jesus that brought forth joy enough to endure the cross. - The Power of Hope to Fulfill The Joy of Jesus in You 8/3/14
· John 17:17 – sanctify them by thy truth…we’ve been made clean
Our hope is not in our ability to do right….let us hold fast…like the steering of a ship…don’t swerve off course…stay steady on this path….wavering doesn’t mean they will lose their salvation - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 33
· John 17:20-23 – Jesus prays the prayer of the high priest…He says man can’t become one with God until they hear the word about how full of glory and honor they are…if you don’t hear that then you ain’t going to the throne of grace. - Unleashing The Power of The Ministry of Reconciliation 3/22/15
· John 17:23 – I am in them and thou in me, and the world will know that you have sent me, that the world may know that the way you have loved me is the way that you love them, and in that they can find life and become one. This is why this is called eternal life. 
The power is in the word. If all or part of this word becomes perverted then the power is stripped. 
This doesn’t mean that if a person is struggling to experience eternal life that they are not saved or don’t have the holy spirit. If the word is perverted they won’t experience the fullness of God. This is an important distinction. 
Greg was taught that God had to forsake Jesus in order to accept him. Greg was taught the heart behind what God did at the cross was about how God should punish man because of their sin and He punished Jesus in my place. - Unleashing The Power of The Ministry of Reconciliation 3/22/15
· John 17:23 - Jesus prays that we would know the Father loves us in the same way He loves Jesus. Jesus is telling us how it is that we can find ourselves following him to the cross, and putting off the life we have from the world. Could just as easily say Jesus prayed for us to know the Father cares for us the same way He cares for Jesus. 

Jesus prays to the Father, glorify me Father. Glorify me with the life we shared from the beginning, and that will cause the world to see you love them in the same way you love me. When they see you giving their lives the same care you gave me, they will know your love in the same way I know your love, and that will bring them to the cross to lay down the life they have from the world just as it brought me to the cross to lay down the life I had from the world. 

Jesus was glorified when he sat down at the right hand of the Father. When Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Father, the Holy Spirit, the Father Himself, was poured out on all flesh to care for our lives the same way the Father cared for Jesus’ life. The Holy Spirit being poured out on all flesh is the Father pouring out Himself into the earth, caring for our lives by sealing us with Himself and His indestructible life. The love of God is seen in how He comes to us and seals us with His indestructible life so we can overcome the sin and death and corruption that's in the world. - Following in the Footsteps of Jesus 1-22-23

· John 17:25-26 - Declaring someone’s name meant to reveal the truth about who someone is. A person's name spoke to the heart of that person. It spoke to what was in their heart. It spoke directly to who and what they are.

Now listen, you don’t come to declare someone’s name to people if the people are already knowing them. The reason Jesus came to declare the Fathers name is because the people in the world didn't really know Him. They knew of God but the things they believed about God and the things they attributed to God's person was not according to knowledge. - Sanctifying the Name of God 10/27/19

· John 18:10-12 – Peter cuts off the guy's ear. Shall I not drink of the cup the Father has given me? Jesus could have stopped this, but he chose to resist temptation. What was the cup God gave Jesus? The cup was decided before the foundation of the world…that he would do nothing to prove he was like God…he was going to die away that man who tried to prove he was like God by what He did. - What Would Jesus Do, Nothing (Denise Henry) 5/16/15
· John 20:21-23 - Jesus was with the Father in Heaven. He saw the Fathers heart towards all people, and saw it was the Fathers will to remove sin and death from all people. Jesus says to the disciples just as I saw the Fathers heart for all people and saw it was His Will to send their sin and death away from them, and He sent me into the earth to forgive sin and open the kingdom of Heaven to all people. So send I you. Just as I forgave sin and sent the wages of sin away from people because I am in the father and the father is in me. I have opened the kingdom of Heaven to you so you can see the Fathers heart and see the kingdom is upon you, and that I am in you and you are in me. In the same way the Father sent me in His name to remove the sentence of death that was condemning people, and to send their sin away from them. I am sending you in my name to forgive people of their sin and send the wages of their sin away from them.

We bind sin in people's lives by telling them God has sent the wages of their sin away from them in Jesus. We forbid sin from destroying people's lives by declaring what God has done in Christ to cause death to pass over them. We go about loosing the kingdom of Heaven in the earth and in people's lives by telling them their sin is forgiven. We tell the world GOD has loosed them from their infirmity and the weakness of the flesh. We declare to the world the promise of immortality is come upon them in Jesus. - On Earth As It Is In Heaven 5/23/21

Acts

· Acts 1:7-8 - What happened to the disciples that they went from being fearful for their lives, to the place where they are filled with what looks like a reckless abandon, where they are careless, taking to the streets declaring the name of Jesus, even with the threat of death hanging over their heads. What filled the disciples with boldness? Where did this boldness come from? 

When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit it meant something very specific to them. There’s a reason it filled them with power and confidence and boldness. 

When the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples heaven and earth collided in them. They were baptized in the presence of God. Their bodies became the temple of the living God. God Himself came to sup with them in their house; to keep their house from sin and death. They saw the Father was in them and they were in the Father. They were given the keys to heaven. Sin and death was bound in them and eternal life was loosed in them. The fear of what man can do to them and the fear of what the world can do to them was removed because they were anointed with an incorruptible life. They saw the Holy Spirit rest upon them and they saw it a sign God had perfected them from death once for all time, by giving them His sinless life.

You see the disciples were fearful before the pouring out of the Holy Spirit because their minds were filled with their own strength, the strength of their own name, and the strength that's in the world. They were afraid of man because the life the world fathered, and the weakness of that life was lifted up in their hearts. They saw the life they had from the world was fragile. They saw it was earthy. They saw it was able to be corrupted and put to death. And that filled them with the cares of the world. 

When the Holy Spirit entered the upper room as a rushing mighty wind, baptizing them in God Himself. They were filled with meekness. They were no longer worried about their lives. They saw they were the tabernacle of God. They saw the presence of God and His indestructible life went before them. That wherever they went GOD was with them upholding their lives, making straight everything sin made crooked. They were no longer filled with the cares that pertain to the life that's of this world. They no longer took thought of their own strength and the strength in the world. They no longer considered their own name and their own reputation. The death that's in the world, and the strength of death, and the strength of the flesh to preserve their life from death was no longer lifted up in their hearts. Their minds were filled with the Father, and His name, and the strength and ability of His life to superabound over sin and death. They saw the Holy Spirit immerse them in the fire of God's life, and they saw it as God giving their lives the care they need by sealing them with His indestructible life. They had the assurance that comes from faith. They had the assurance that comes from knowing the death in this world could not keep them from seeing the fullness of God manifested in them bodily.

This is what I see God doing in our lives. He’s working the way of the cross in us; to cause us to give up the ghost; to cause us to lay down the life that's in the world. Filling us with meekness, so our hearts can be purified from fear, and we can be delivered from the fear of man, and we can live in this world bold as a lion. 

God’s working something in our hearts where we are more aware of His life than the life we see in the world. He’s doing something in us, where we live in this world no longer in awe of the strength of death, but we live in this world with His incorruptible life exalted in our sight. God’s persuading our hearts we have a life from Him that's without spot or blemish. He’s persuading us the life we have from Him cannot be hurt by sin and death; that the life we have from Him heals sin and death everywhere it goes.

Listen God is not telling us we should be bold. He‘s not sending us out to try and produce boldness. That’s not how this works. The scripture doesn't say God told the disciples to be bold, or to have boldness. The scripture says they were filled with boldness by the Holy Spirit. In fact Jesus told them to wait to go out until they received power from on high. 

The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of life. It's called the Spirit of adoption. The Holy Spirit is called the Comforter. The Holy Spirit fills us with boldness by comforting us with the presence of the Father. The Holy Spirit intercedes in our hearts giving us eyes to see the Father and His incorruptible life with us, even in us. The Holy Spirit is a witness to us, testifying to us, God is with us, having accomplished our warfare, overcoming sin and death in the flesh through the body of Christ, immersing us in His sinless life.

There's a boldness that comes upon you; there’s a confidence that fills you when you see the life you have from God consumed sin and death in the body of Jesus. There's a confidence that comes upon you when you see the life you have from the Father wars against the sin and death in the world, consuming it to the point where it no longer exists. You’re delivered from the fear of man and the fear of what the world can do to you. Your heart begins to say what can they do to me, seeing my life is from heaven above, and superabounds over sin and death. You become free from the judgments in the world and the judgments of people against you. You no longer live in this world looking for a safe space. You see the things people say and do to you cannot be a stain on your life because your life is from above. - Bold As A Lion 1-15-23

· Acts 2:1 – the day of Pentecost, they were all with one accord, sudden sound, and it filled all of the house, the spirit filled all of the house,….isn’t that what Malachi prophesied, He said I will send my spirit to live in you, this is the fulfillment of the Malachi prophecy
Christ is the only offering to God. If you believe your tithe is an offering then you are saying that sacrifice has to be offered over and over again.
You know you have heard good teaching when they show you Jesus
The gospel is not about what we need to do, it is about what has been done and presenting us something to believe in
The gospel is not about good advice
If someone opens the bible and starts talking to you about you, that is not the gospel, it’s about Jesus
Talked about road to Emmaus – all scriptures point to Jesus - Christ Our First Fruits
· Acts 2:1-4 – Day of Pentecost, receiving the spirit. The house was filled, the thing Malachai was talking about. How did God fill us? With money? No, with the spirit. Come to God with belief in Jesus and God will pour out his spirit. 
How do you rob God? By trusting in yourselves. They were robbing God of Him being their blessing.
If you don’t know who God is, it may be better to find a good teacher to teach you then to get in the word. If you don’t know how to interrupt it, it may be confusing. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 13
· Acts 4:13 - When John and Peter came upon the cripple man, their minds weren’t filled with their own name, or their own ability, or their own words; their minds were filled with God's ability, and the strength that emanates from the life God has in Himself, and how it can even raise the dead. They saw that sin and death and the weakness that had come upon the cripple man was bound in the body of Christ. They saw the incorruptible life of God, and the strength that comes from His life was loosed in them and loosed in the earth when Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father. They saw God was with them, even in them, having filled them with His Holy Spirit; with His Presence. 

Brown Driver Briggs Definition: Boldness to trust, to trust, trust in, to have confidence, be confident, to be secure, to cause to trust, make secure! to feel safe, be careless … boldness is what comes out of a person should they believe they are safe. It's what comes out of a person should they be free from the cares of the world, and the cares that pertain to the life the world has fathered.

I know we think of the apostles as super human or something. As if they’re so much better than we are. Don’t get me wrong I hold the apostles in high regards but the apostles weren’t always filled with boldness. There's a lot of references in the scriptures that paint a picture of them being scaredy cats. When Jesus was arrested the disciples scattered for fear of being arrested along with Jesus. Peter denied even knowing Jesus 3 times because he was afraid. When Jesus was crucified none of the disciples were at the crucifixion except for John and Mary. These same disciples who were once scared for their lives all of a sudden are filled with boldness and confidence in the face of certain death. - Bold As A Lion 1-15-23

· Acts 12:24 - Sin kills people not God.
Jesus didn’t die to save us from God. He came to save us from sin and death. 
Adam felt afraid and ashamed after the fall. Did God come and kill him? No. We find him come to clothe Adam and prophesy to him about Jesus.
Herod's situation was post cross. How can we be sure we won’t get smote like that?
If you think God killed Herod, there is a piece of your heart that thinks he may kill you.
God has always been determined to have man stand before Him innocent.
Acts 12:24 – account of Herod dying. They declared him to be immortal and like God due to the glory in his flesh. 
It was the iniquity that dwelled in Herod’s heart that killed him.
Smote definition – used in verse about Peter for a good thing. Can mean something good but like most Greek words, it has many different meanings. Also, it means to beat the heart. Also comparable to a word for smite which means to quiet one’s conscience. 
The angel coming doesn’t mean it had a sword to physically kill Herod, it means when the angel showed up, Herod’s heart was quieted by the appearance of the angel. 
It was fear from the appearance of the angel that killed Herod. 
We are not trying to get some favor with God, we have had it from the beginning.
What happened to Herod is a sign and wonder. 
God doesn’t judge people. He judges wisdoms. 
If you think God is going around killing others, it doesn’t matter what he says, if you think he’s going around killing others you will have fear in your heart about him whether you know it or not. There is a piece of your heart that is fearful. - Did God Kill Herod? 6/7
· Acts 13:46 - We have this thing where we have described things about God in an erroneous way, and what happens is we see it isn't right what we have said, and instead of correcting the description, there’s a tendency to want to throw the thing out all together.

If we look at God as judge. Many times we hear things like yes God is love but He is also judge. It's said as if God being Judge is somehow outside of the confines of God is love. Like God being Judge somehow speaks of a characteristic of God that is opposed to Him loving people. That even though God is love, because He is also judge, He will condemn people if they don’t repent from their sin.

God being Judge doesn't mean He condemns some people and He approves of other people.

People judge themselves worthy or unworthy. Its peoples hearts that will either condemn them or approve of them at the thought of standing in the presence of God. Romans 2 says our conscience being a law unto itself, bears witness to us, either accusing us or excusing us. - I Will Be Their God & They Will Be My People 11/22/20

· Acts 15:8 - God doesn’t need to see our works in order to know we have faith. God looks on our heart. James was saying works justify your faith in man’s eyes. James was saying people won’t know you’re saved if you don’t have love coming out of you. They tried to justify themselves, saying oh yes we are saved we believe in one God. That doesn’t get you into heaven.
Acts 15:8 – Peter stands up in the council and they are debating. Says God sees the hearts. - The Truth About James
· Acts 15:24 – Paul going to the Jerusalem council, going there about the issues in Galatia. The legalists went in and told them they needed to add the law. John, James and Peter, Act 15:24 – subverting your souls, saying you must be circumcised. James said words troubling their souls and subverted their souls. What was subverting (destroying, corrupting) them? Hearing about what we need to do to get right with God. 
If you think you can manifest the restoration of your soul in your own power then you need this message. That steals the life that He provided for you on the cross.
It’s so simple to fall back into the law. It’s also that simple to receive the restoration. 
Don’t convince yourself that it’s harder to receive grace than it is the law. It’s just what are you going to choose to hear? - Christ Restores Your Soul
· Acts 17:22-31 - Paul was on Mars hill. Mars Hill was a place in Athens where the stoics and philosophers gathered. They gathered to seek wisdom and wrestle with the origin and meaning of life. Paul sees they have an altar with an inscription to the unknown God, and he says he came to tell them about the God they are ignorantly seeking. Paul sees they are seeking something, but aren’t really sure what they are seeking, or how to get there. That's why they have an altar to the unknown God. Paul tells them I’m here to tell you what it is you are seeking, and how it is you can attain it

God made of Himself all people. All of mankind are the offspring of God. God wants us to seek after him so we can touch Him. God wants to be found. Or rather He wants us to know He’s found us. He wants to meet with us so He can pour Himself into us, and we can see His likeness manifested in our bodies. It’s like with Hansel and Gretel and the trail of pebbles/breadcrumbs. God is calling our names, Adam, where are you? He’s calling our names because He wants us to come and meet with Him, so He left us a trail, so to speak.

The trail isn't the best analogy but that's what Paul is talking about when he says God set forth our habitations, and we live and move and have our being in Him. The fact that all people are the offspring of God sets forth their habitations & causes them to live and move and have their being in God.

A habitation is an abode. It’s a dwelling place. Not just in the sense of residing somewhere, but it establishes all your movements, and all your comings, and all your goings about. It’s the driving force behind your life and what you do and why you do it. The U.S is my abode. It’s my dwelling place. It’s not just the place I reside but it shapes which side of the road I drive on. It establishes which forms of money I use. It’s the driving force behind what time of the day it is for me.

God Himself is the abode we live and move and have our being in. God set forth Himself as our habitation. When God created us in His image, to be the bearers of His likeness, it set in motion the driving force behind our lives. It set in motion what would shape our existence, and order our steps and our movements … Everything we do. Our desire for wisdom. All of our seeking. All of our searching for the meaning of life. All of our hopes and dreams. All of our desires for a good outcome to our lives, comes from the fact God made us in His image, to be the bearers of His likeness.

Everyone's movements come forth from God … inasmuch as we are all the offspring of God …. That's not to say everyone is saved, or faith isn’t needed. It just means all our activities are derived from our desire to attain to the love and the life that shaped us and formed us. Because God poured out Himself to give us His breath and His life, it causes us to desire, or to be moved towards God and His likeness. Because God is love and we came forth from Him it causes our desire to be unto love. All of our passions are ignited by a desire for God's likeness. Whether a believer or unbeliever. Whether we know it or not; whether our movements are in ignorance like the philosophers on mars hill, or they are according to the truth.

We have a honing signal in our hearts. It’s like the movie E.T. ET had a honing signal. There was something in him always seeking home. Remember his heart burned within him, and he would say phone home, phone home, ET phone home. We have a honing signal in our hearts that burns for God, and the likeness of His immortality. What happened to ET? We didn't feel like he was moving towards his home?

Gods talking to everyone in their hearts. He’s coming to meet with everyone in the garden of their hearts. Just as he came to meet with Adam, God is calling you by name, He’s wanting you to come meet with Him. God is seeking you, and He made Himself your habitation, so you would also be seeking Him, and through that, you might find Him, and touch Him, by way of Him manifesting His likeness in your body.

Paul sees the philosophers on mars hill. He knows what they are doing there. He comes to explain life to these guys so they can understand themselves and understand what they’re after, and how they can get it. He discerns their hearts for them. He discerns their lives. He says to them I see you love wisdom. I see your searching for the meaning of life. Your movement is ignited by the one who gave you being. And because of that you are searching after Him. You even have this altar with the inscription for the unknown God. Paul tells them what they’re seeking for. He tells them what their hopes and dreams are all about. He tells them God has shown them what it’s all about, and how HE has attained to it for them, when He raised Jesus from the dead.

Paul's the perfect guy to minister to the philosophers on Mars Hill because Paul also worshiped God in ignorance before he encountered the glorified Jesus on the road to Damascus. The apostle Paul ignorantly worshiped God, thinking the blessing of life was according to the strength of the world, and performing the works of the law. And then God discerned Paul’s heart for him on the road to Damascus, and showed Paul what he was always seeking, and the way to find it, by revealing Jesus to him. Show and tell lol. - The Meaning of Life 2/4/24

· Acts 17:24-25 - Paul said you don’t worship God by what you can do for Him, or by your outward actions. So what does it mean to worship God? 

Worshiping God is for your heart to esteem Him as your Father on account of what He has done to care for your life. It means to have reverence towards God and to adore Him as your Father. 

The word reverence is a poetical title for a Father. The way you revere someone as your Father is to be persuaded of their love for you by way of seeing what they have done to care for your life.

When your sight is fixed on the work God has done in Christ to build you a life inside of human flesh that is indestructible it will cause you to revere God as your Father. It will cause you to revere God as the one who cares for your life. That is what it means to fear God. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· Acts 17:28 - It’s true everyone is made in the image of God. All people are the offspring of God. Paul calls the unbelievers on mars hill in acts 17 the offspring of God. With that being said there’s a distinction between being the offspring of God, and the Sons of God. All people being the offspring of God refers to everyone being created in the image of God, and if made in the image of God, then by necessity, they have an inheritance stored up for them in God. But just as in the law and the prophets people had to claim their inheritance in the year of jubilee, you have to claim your inheritance, through the faith of Jesus Christ, in order to appear as the Sons of God. The sons of God is referring to those people, who have grabbed ahold of eternal life as a gift from the Father, through the Son, and the Spirit. - The Kingdom is Within 11/24/24

· Acts 19:1-7 – great example of people who said they were saved but weren’t. Lots were just trying to be a part of the movement. Schiva and his seven sons. They were exorcists. They saw apostles casting out demons in the name of Jesus. The Schiva’s commanded a demon out and the demon asked who are you. James is saying the same thing. The demon was saying you don’t have faith in Jesus. They didn’t know what to say when the demon said that because they didn’t have faith. So the demon proceeded to attack and he won. - The Truth About James
· Acts 20:28 - The death of Jesus declares something to us. It tells us God’s wishes. Jesus’ death on the cross testifies that God’s will is for the sin and death in the world, to be sent away from you. Acts 20:28 says God Himself shed His blood for you. God prepared Himself a body in Jesus, to offer his body to be broken for you. He shed his blood not only to testify to you; that His desire is to offer Himself and His life for you. But He shed His blood to also testify the thing He willed in His heart; to perfect you once for all time from death, by providing Himself as a lamb, has been performed. The blood of Jesus declares God's will to remove death from you is of force on account of Him dying. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22
· Acts 20:28 - says God shed his own blood to redeem us. God gave his body to be broken, to sanctify you from the serpent and his death; so He could come and sup with you in your house; so He could pour out Himself through His Holy Spirit, and make your body His house, and come and dwell in you and cause the death that's in the world to pass over you, and deliver you from a life where you are all the time in fear of death, sweating from your brow, working to produce life, just as the Hebrews were sweating from their brows trying to make bricks without any straw in Egypt. Satan got it right to produce death in our bodies by the sin of Adam, and then he pointed at the death in our bodies and told us to work our bodies to produce life. That’s his captivity. But God led captivity captive through Jesus. - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· Acts 20:28 - says God shed his own blood to redeem your life from the body that has death in it. God almighty; The Father of life offers Himself to you through the body of Jesus. Your body is the temple of the living God. Your body is the place God calls home. You are the place God finds His rest. He is come to sup with you to cause death to pass over you. You are not one with the death and the weakness and the corruption in this world. You are one flesh with God through the body of Christ. - Divine Health 10-15-23

· Acts 20:35 - Jesus says it’s more blessed to give than to receive. That's not a law to follow. Jesus is describing the kind of love that is self sacrificing. He’s describing the heart of God. God’s heart has always been to pour out Himself for the benefit of someone else. God has always wanted to lay down His life for someone else, so they can have His life. And you are the object of His affection. 

We don't see God with our natural eyes. We don’t touch Him with our natural senses. These things in the scriptures are meant to make the invisible God visible. They paint a picture of deeply intimate things about God. They show us the relational aspect of God. They show us the passion in God’s heart is a relational, self sacrificial love. So it’s as if we are seeing God and touching Him and handling him just like the apostles handled the glorified Jesus.

God is deeply personal and deeply relational. He’s the Father of intimacy. The reason there is even such a thing as intimacy is because of how deeply relational God is. God is passionate about intimacy. The kind of intimacy that can only come from pouring out your life for the well being of others instead of being self seeking.

This has been the ministry of the high priest from the beginning, to draw people into intimacy with God; to catch people up into a union with God; by making Himself vulnerable to us; by cracking open His chest and plopping His heart out on the table through Jesus, so we can see God's heart towards us. - Seeing The End From The Beginning 1/28/24

· Acts 26:14-18 - God saw us walking in darkness concerning Him and His heart towards us. He saw it was keeping us from partaking of our heritage. He wanted to do something to pop open our eyes to the goodness in His heart towards us, so we would come to Him and partake of our inheritance.

You see we have an inheritance in God. God is our inheritance. And not only God the person but the eternal life God has in Himself is our inheritance. We have an inheritance stored up for us in God, seeing that He is our Father. The thing is, we have to come to Him, or rather not run from Him, when He comes to gather us to Himself in order to partake of our inheritance. 

God hasn't left it up to us to bring ourselves to Him. God draws us to Himself through the faith that entered the earth in Jesus. 

The forgiveness of sin is about God bringing a faith into the earth through Jesus that can draw us to Himself, by showing us there is no accusation, or condemnation, or punishment stored up for us in God. That the only thing God has in Himself to give us is His very life and love.

Forgiveness is about us being healed from the effect sin had on our lives.

What was sins effect on our lives? How is it that sin affected our lives? What did sin do to us? What happened to mankind because of sin?

Sin was like a Pharaoh to us. Holding us captive to a life of hard labor. 

Sin bruised us with death. It made us blind to the truth that God was our Father. We couldn’t see God would only ever be good to us. Our hearts were filled with fear at the thought of standing in God’s presence, thinking there was punishment stored up for us in God because of our sin. So that left us trying to gather life to ourselves by the sweat of our brow. - Remission of Sin 11/8/20

Romans

· Rom. 1:4 - When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus as a dove. The scripture says in that same moment the Father said “You are my beloved Son in whom I’m well pleased. The Father said Jesus was His beloved Son, and when He spoke those words His breath; the breath of His life; the Holy Spirit came out of Him and descended on Jesus. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Life. It was the Spirit of life that declared Jesus to be the Son of God. Paul says in Romans 1 that Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

When you think of what makes you someone’s son or daughter it's all about where your life came from. Growing up I knew I was Larry and Denise’s son. My life came from them, my life was wrapped up in them. When I thought of my life, I didn’t think of the life my friend had. I didn’t think of his house and what he had there, because my life came from Larry and Denise, and their house. That’s what made me their Son. The strength for me to walk in my identity as the son of Larry and Denise is I could see my life came from them and was found in their house. The reason I came to them and their house everyday to eat and to sleep, and to find care was because I saw my life came from them. - The Power to Walk In Your Identity 8/14/22

· Rom. 1:5 - The apostle Paul says in Romans 1 he received grace to be an apostle for the obedience of faith among all nations. Paul says the grace he received to be an apostle was for the purpose of people being persuaded by the faith.

What faith is Paul talking about here? In Galatians 2 Paul says he lived his life in the world by the faith of the Son of God. When Paul talks about the faith of the Son of God or the faith of Jesus Christ he’s talking about the faith that was revealed in Jesus on the cross. Paul says he was crucified with Christ, and then he describes what that means by saying the life he lives in this world he lives by the faith of the Son of God. Paul saw the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified and that faith was born in him. From faith to faith. And it’s because of his fellowship with the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified, that he walks in this world as a living sacrifice, where the power behind his life is not the strength of his works or the strength of the world, but the power behind his life is the strength in God's life. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Rom. 1:16 – Paul is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, why did he say that? Bc were trying to shame him. They were trying to say he should be embarrassed, this is the same thing they did to Jesus. They said he should be ashamed for calling himself the son. 
You cannot take the love of the Father for His children too far. We tell ourselves that is pride. 
The value and worth of your life is equivalent to the resurrected Christ. You have to humble yourself to believe that. 
Religion disgraces what God thinks about you. 
The problem in organized church is that we can’t think of ourselves the way God thinks about us. - The Faith Of God
· Rom. 1:16 - If you can get a revelation that God is your God and we are His people you will live a victorious life
We are all in the family that originated in the Godhead
In the context of a family, the Father is the provider. 
If you say God is judging you for your sins you are saying God is not as He ought to be. God said He would deliver us from our sins. - What Does God Believe?
· Rom. 1:17 - We left off last week saying “By Faith, By Faith, By Faith”. We can do all sorts of things liturgically, to be stirred up through the remembrance of Jesus. But the point is the remembrance of the faith revealed in Jesus. The point is not that we must do these things. Christian worship is not about the things you do in the service, it’s about looking to Jesus, the author of faith, and also the only one who is able to perfect faith in us. It’s a natural law kind of a thing. If Jesus is the author of faith, then by necessity the only way for faith to be perfected in you, is by looking to the one who is the author of faith.

When we say salvation is through faith, and not rituals or sacraments, is it our faith we’re talking about? When we say by faith alone, do we mean you say a magic prayer one time and voila, that’s it I’m good to go. I’ve settled by eternal destination, now back to my regularly scheduled program. Is a life of faith; defined as I say a magic prayer so I don’t go to hell. Or is a life of faith about continuously looking to the faith that was revealed in Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God? 

The scriptures say in multiple places the just shall live by faith. Faith is a way of life. Faith is about so much more than just your eternal destination. It’s about looking into the mystery of the divine will and workings of the Father, Son, and Spirit, for the purpose of partaking with them in their divine nature, in the here and now, as well as forevermore. If all we think about when we think of faith is about going to heaven or hell, we’ll end up forgetful hearers, not continuing to behold our lives in the perfect law of liberty, and Christ will be rendered of no effect in our lives, in the here and now, just as Paul told the Galatians.

So what does it mean to live by faith ….. When we talk about faith we’re talking about the wisdom from above; we’re talking about the revelation of Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God; we’re talking about the truth that was revealed concerning God and man, in Christ Jesus. We’re talking about the trinity, and the life and fellowship in the trinity, and the way in which Father, Son, and Spirit manifest themselves in our lives to make us partakers with them in their divine nature. - This Is The Way 6/16/25

· Rom. 1:32 - Hearing that you get better than you deserve is not mercy. We’ve mixed up value and worth with a law based system. That is not how God functions. It messes up mercy when we look at it that way. 
It is something that is designed to help us experience sonship. We are worthy and deserving to be called son. Not because of what we do right or wrong but because of who has begotten us.
Mercy is the revelation of what God believed and felt in his heart for man when he found them dead in his sin and the action that was brought forth bc of it. It is something that God feels in his heart when he looks at man. God can feel.
Romans 1:32 – the foundation from where we should define what man is worthy of – 
What we are worthy of is His grace and love. The determination that we are worthy is not based on what we do but who we are. 
We think justice is man did the wrong thing and now God has to punish us. Man was created to experience eternal life, in the day they should find they are not experiencing that, it is unjust. It is unjust for man not to be seated at the place they were intended to sit. - The Mercy Of God 6/14/15
· Rom. 2:4-6 - In verse 5 Paul continues to describe the vessels fitted for wrath by saying they store up for themselves wrath against the day of wrath. Paul doesn’t say it’s God who fits them for wrath. Paul says they fit themselves for wrath by rejecting the grace of God.

Paul says a person despises the riches of God’s goodness. He doesn't say God’s goodness wasn’t poured out on them. Paul says God will render to every person according to their deeds; according to what they believed on for life. He doesn't say God will render to every man what He predetermined for them. If you despise the riches of God's mercy then you are making yourself into a vessel fit for wrath. You are storing up for yourself the reward that comes from a reprobate mind.

God predestined Pharaoh to be conformed to the image of His Son. The image we see in Jesus, the firstborn from the dead. But Pharaoh despised the riches of God’s grace. He worshiped the creature instead of the creator. He changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts, and creeping things, storing up for himself wrath against the day of wrath. Storing up for himself the corruption that comes from worshiping the creature instead of the creator. Pharaoh was a vessel fitted for wrath. It’s not God that fitted Pharaoh for wrath against Pharaoh's will, rather pharaoh stored up for himself wrath against the day of wrath. God didn't give pharoah a reprobate mind against pharoah’s will. God gave Pharaoh over to the reprobate mind that Pharaoh rejoiced in, just as Paul describes in Romans 1.

Concerning Pharaoh and whether God hardened Pharaoh's heart or not. In the Exodus account it says at least 5 times that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. In 1st Samuel 6:6 the prophet Samuel recounts the Exodus, and says the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their own hearts.

If you study Hebrew idioms, and the use of Hebrew verbs throughout the scriptures. You can find several instances where the Hebrew verbs express giving someone over to something they willed, and not a direct action from God. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Rom. 2:11-16 - Paul describes wrath in Romans 2 as God rejecting the idea that mankind can be exalted unto life by worshiping the works of their own hands. He says when they refused to be persuaded and worshiped the creature instead of the creator, God gave them over to the reprobate mind. Meaning God let them loose to have what they wanted.

Gave over in Romans 1. 2c2) to deliver one to be taught, moulded; to deliver as a matter of injunction, instruction, etc.,

Romans says the law works wrath ….. under the law God's face was hidden behind the veil in the holiest place. Hebrews tells us God’s face was hidden behind the veil to show us we could never partake with God in His life by our works. Paul says in Romans the law was good. He says what shall we say then? Was that which is good made death to us? Certainly Not. He goes on to say the law revealed that coveting life through the works of his hands was working death in him. He said he would not have known he was joining himself to death, had the law not said thou shalt not covet. That's the law working wrath. - History of God and Mankind 7/29/24

· Rom. 2:15 - People judge themselves worthy or unworthy. Its peoples hearts that will either condemn them or approve of them at the thought of standing in the presence of God. Romans 2 says our conscience being a law unto itself, bears witness to us, either accusing us or excusing us.  - I Will Be Their God & They Will Be My People 11/22/20

· Rom. 3:2 - The apostle Paul calls the law the oracles of God in Romans 3. The law is the beginning of the doctrine that is Christ. It’s the first principles of the word of God. The law introduced us to the lamb God would provide to cleanse us from sin and death. It introduced us to the work God would perform through His Christ to reconcile the world back to Himself. That’s what the temple service in the earthly tabernacle was all about. It was an introduction to what God would do to create an earth wherein there is no darkness or death, and create mankind in the likeness of what we see in the glorified Jesus. - Got Milk 4/10/22

· Rom. 3:20 - Paul says in Romans 3 the knowledge of sin came by the law. Within the law is the knowledge of what was causing mankind not to be a partaker with God in His life. Paul said he would not have known sin had the law not said thou shalt not covet. Paul would not have known sin had the law not revealed to him that lusting after life through the strength of the flesh was causing him to miss the mark of eternal life God had for him. - The Glory That Never Fades 12/14/20

· Rom. 3:20 - Well you might say why do I feel guilty then when I do something wrong. When Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil mankind's conscience was stained with the knowledge of good and evil. The apostle Paul says in Romans 3 that even though the gentiles did not have the law, their conscience was a law unto itself. Our conscience knows what the fruit of life looks like and we know what the fruit of death looks like. If we see the fruit of death in our life, our conscience will judge that fruit to be evil and inconsistent with experiencing life, and that's why we can feel guilt or shame for something we’ve done. - The Conviction That Brings Comfort 3/20/22

· Rom. 3:23 – we’ve all sinned and fell short of the glory of God.
We fall short because we try to establish the glory of God by our own works rather than letting him tell us we are glorious. 
The thing that produces love is the logic/persuasion of the way God treated Jesus when he raised him up and seated him at his right hand. 
Love doesn’t produce faith. 
Faith produces love. 
Vain glory is the glory that the flesh can accomplish. The report you can accomplish by what you do. It is fruitless because it will never cause you to bring forth the fruit of the spirit. It is powerless
Our report runs over with the greatest report that it could possibly be.
We don’t have to feel that we need to gain a good report. That’s when the flesh can manifest itself.
Self control is not resisting acts of flesh but resisting Satan’s wisdom and his temptation to define ourselves by who we are in the flesh, saying we will not eat from that tree. That’s how we guard our hearts. - N/A
· Rom. 3:23 - The day of atonement is about atoning for sin, but it’s about atoning for the wages that have come upon mankind because of sin. One of the meanings of sin is to miss the mark. It means to not be a partaker with God in His life. The apostle Paul describes sin in Romans 3 by saying all have sinned, and then Paul describes that as all have come short of the glory of God. Paul says all have missed the mark God has for their life. 

God set out from the beginning to create man in His image, and after the likeness of His immortality. We all fell short of the dream God has for their life because death was reigning over everyone and no one had inherited immortality in their flesh. The atonement is about God atoning for the fact that mankind was not in the likeness of His immortality. It’s about God atoning for the death that found an opportunity to manifest in the flesh of mankind, and in the earth through the disobedience of Adam. It's about God healing mankind from the punishment that is already come upon them because of sin.

It was a sin that mankind wasn’t filled with the Holy Spirit. It was a sin that mankind wasn’t partaking in the fruit of God’s life. It was a sin for man's hearts to be filled with fear, when God created our hearts to be filled with peace and love and joy. It was a sin for mankind to be trying to find life by the sweat of their brow. It wasn't right in the eyes of God. It wasn't what God desired for mankind. It was a sin for there not to be a man seated in the Godhead. It was a sin for mankind not to be chillin in the Father’s House, sitting at the table He prepared for them. It was crooked. It was jacked up. It wasn't right. It was a sin that all of creation was subject to vanity; subject to death. 

The atonement is about God making straight all that got crooked through His Christ. It’s about God consuming death with life. - No More Death - Atonement For Sin 2/6/22

· Rom. 3:25-26 – the justifier of Him that believes in Jesus. /// The word righteousness means to be as you ought to be, to do a good and equitable deed. The thing that reveals that God has done the good thing is that He has justified man. The thing that reveals God is as He ought to be in the manner in which He has justified man.
Most of us have an idea of the gospel through the carnal mind. As we walk in the spirit, we get more revelation. 
The foundation of the gospel is the love and compassion of God for people even in their sin, not that He was disappointed with us.  
The death Jesus died had nothing to do with God punishing someone, or appeasing His anger and wrath at man. The cross is about God setting the ones He loves free from their bondage to sin and judging against sin as a way unto life so we could see sin for what it is and we could see that thing was killing us. 
What makes God just is not for Him to punish sinners but is that He absorbed the death that sin brings on the cross and He justifies the ungodly freely by His grace. That doesn’t mean you don’t need faith. 
When we see this is how God is, it causes us to trust Him.
The death reigning over sinners punishes them. God doesn’t need to punish them, Sin brings forth punishment all on its own. God doesn’t have anything to do with death.
We’ve heard a holy God must judge sinful man and that makes God just. The blood of Jesus is the propitiation (atonement or to appease) for SIN not God’s anger. 
Sin was reigning over man and it required death of them. The blood of Jesus being the propitiation of our sin has nothing to do with God’s anger it has to do with God setting the ones He loves free from the death that was reigning over them. - How God Justying Man Reveals He Is Righteous 3/8/15
· Rom. 3:28 – therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the need for the law /// justified by faith. We want to see how this fits in. The acquittal of man doesn’t devalue the need for faith.
Justified by faith doesn’t mean we are justified by our own faith. If we could do that then we wouldn’t need Jesus. This speaks of being justified by the faith or word of truth God revealed in Jesus dwelling in your heart. - Justification In The Spirit Of Prophecy 5/3/15
· Rom. 3:31 – do we then make void the law through faith, no, we establish the law /// reason faith doesn’t make the law void is because faith is the revelation of what the law was saying, that you can’t produce life by your ability to perform the commandments - The Law God Puts On Our Hearts
· Rom. 4:13 – through the righteousness of faith. The promise was not through the law, not through what he would do, it was based on something he would believe. 
Greater Works You Will Do Than I – the greatest miracle is the life of God being born in people and the Holy spirit living in them. That is what we are able to do now. Now when we preach the same word Jesus preached the holy spirit can be born in people. Not a person that heard Jesus preach was filled with the holy spirit. - What is Perfect Faith
· Rom. 4:13-16 – the promise was not through the law but by righteousness of faith. Faith is made void if it’s by the law. We make the promise of no effect when we say it’s through the law. There was a promise to Abe’s seed (singular, Jesus). The Father made a promise to Jesus that he would be the heir of the world, and it was not through the law but by righteousness of faith. 
The righteousness of faith – the word righteousness, one of the meanings is a righteous act of deed. The righteousness of faith could be described as the righteousness act of allowing yourself to be persuaded by the word of the father to you. Jesus allowed his heart to be persuaded by His father’s word to him, that was the righteous act. 
Jesus did love perfectly, but that is not what secured the promise of the spirit. 
The promise and what it results in - If you can go and abide in my word, and rely and His father’s strength, it will result in your death in the cross, unto the sin of the world, your death will set mankind free to their indebtedness to sin and we can declare the innocence of man thru you. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Rom. 4:13-16 - Paul says the law was NOT given for us to inherit the promise of life by performing the works of the law. It was given for exactly the opposite reason. The law was given to work wrath. It was given from heaven to reveal that trying to inherit the promise of life through the works of your hands is transgression.

I want to focus our attention on verse 15 that says “because the law works wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.” If you don’t consider the context of Romans 1-7 it can sound a bit obscure when Paul says “for where no law is, there is no transgression”.

Paul just said in Romans 3 that by the law is the knowledge of sin. Sin is a noun here not a verb. Sin was in the world, and death reigned from Adam to Moses, apart from the law. But the knowledge of sin and how it was working death in people came through the law. 

Paul says in Romans 7 he would not have known sin except the law said thou shalt not covet. Adam was filled with covetousness in the garden. He lusted after life through the strength of the flesh, when he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and tried to cloth upon himself. Paul says I would not have known it was sin to try and cloth myself with the fruit of God's life except the law said thou shalt not lust after the life of God through the strength of the flesh. Paul says in Romans 7 the law was given to reveal that sin was exceedingly sinful. Meaning the law was given to show mankind that looking to the works of their hands to try and inherit life was causing them to fall short of the glorification of their bodies. Just as Moses says in Exodus 20 when he says fear not, God has given you this law to prove you, that your trust be before Him and not your works, so you do not miss the mark.

Paul says in Romans 5 that even though sin was in the world, serving people with death, sin was not imputed until the law. The imputation of sin is not God keeping a record of the wrongs committed against Him. 1st Cor 13 says love keeps no record of the wrongs committed against it. 1st John says God is love. The imputation of sin is God revealing from heaven the law of sin and death. It's God revealing through the law what sin is and how it works death in mankind.

The knowledge of sin is the revelation that through mankind's fornication with their works, their works were serving them with death, leaving them barren and unfruitful in God’s life, leaving them in the place where they were all the time bearing the fruit of death. God comes and shows us what sin is and what it is doing to us through the law so our boast is no longer in the strength of the flesh but it’s in Him. As it is written, let those who boast make their boast in the Lord.

Paul says the law works wrath. We read the law works wrath and we see it as a negative thing, as if it’s about God being against us. I know this can give you cognitive dissonance but, really what it means that the law works wrath is the law works God’s everlasting kindness towards us to gather us to Himself. Whereas we were filled with fear at the thought of standing in the presence of God, cowering away from Him unto destruction, because our minds were filled with the deadness in our flesh and the strength we saw in our flesh. The law is part of God’s everlasting kindness to gather us to Himself so He can serve us with His life.

One of the meanings of the word wrath is strong desire or violent passion or zeal. It can also mean abhorrence or to abhor something. It comes from the Greek root that means to stretch oneself, that is, reach out after (long for): - covet after, desire; to stretch one’s self out in order to touch or to grasp something, to reach after or desire something. 

God is passionate about life. He is life so He has a violent passion for life. He’s passionate about mankind having His life. He’s got a burning in His bones for you to have His life and for you to have it abundantly. God abhors death. He abhors that which produces death in people. If we want to know what an abomination to God looks like. It’s death. Death and that which produces death in people is an abomination to God. God is Holy, meaning He is sanctified unto life. He is set apart unto life and the bringing forth of life. Everything He does is for the purpose of working life. God is set apart unto you having His life. He is set apart unto serving you with His life. Just as Jesus says it’s the thief who steals, kills, and destroys, I am God with you, and when I am come I come to give you life and life more abundantly.

The wrath of God is His passionate reach for life. It’s His passionate reach for mankind to have His life. When Paul says the law works wrath he’s saying the law reveals from heaven God's passionate reach for mankind to have life. The law works God's passion for man to have His life. The way it works God's passion for man to have life is it testifies to worshiping the works of our own hands cannot clothe us in God's life.

Even if we look at the wrath of a man. You know like the wrath of Kahn from Star Trek. His wrath was born from a passion for life. He had a zeal for himself and his people to have life. The problem is the wrath of man cannot work the righteousness of God. The wrath of a man is born from self justification and because of that the wrath of a man results in them trying to exalt themselves above others; the zeal of a man to work life results in them taking the life of others so they can have life for themselves. i.e Cain and Abel

Isaiah 54 describes God's wrath as His face being hidden for a moment. It goes on to say that God's face being hidden for a moment was part of His everlasting kindness towards mankind.

When Paul says the law works wrath he’s saying the law revealed God’s face was hidden for a moment. Now how did the law reveal God’s face was hidden for a moment?

The law wasn't a stand alone kind of thing. There was an earthly tabernacle God had Moses build that went along with the law. There was the building of the earthly temple that coincided with the giving of the tablets of testimony. The earthly tabernacle worked together with the law to reveal the wrath of God from heaven. You can even say the temple worked wrath. 

If we look at the earthly tabernacle God had Moses build, the interesting thing is that God’s face was hidden in that temple. There was the holy place, then there was the veil, and then there was the holy of holies. The holy of holies is the place where the presence of God would appear. It’s where God’s face was. The holy of holies was hidden behind the veil, and so God’s face was also hidden behind the veil. God's face was hidden behind the veil, and yet God was still with the Israelites, tabernacling with them, leading them into the promised land. God’s face was hidden behind the veil, not out of anger, not because He abandoned them, but as part of His everlasting kindness towards them to gather them to Himself.

God’s face being hidden behind the veil works the wrath of God. Now why was God’s face hidden behind the veil, and what was it working?

Chapter 9 of the letter to the Hebrews talks about the earthly tabernacle and the veil. What it says is, the veil was there hiding God's face because the Holy Spirit was signifying that the way into the holiest place was not yet made manifest. 

The Holy Ghost was making it evident that God found fault with mankind laboring to cloth themselves with the blessing of life. The reason God found fault with it is because it left us naked, dead in their sin, with a conscience stained with the body of death, and a heart filled with fear. The veil in the temple hid God's face because the Holy Spirit was signifying that the way mankind thought was unto life could never bring them to God that they might inherit His life. The law works wrath by revealing God's face is hidden from the belief that we can be decorated with the fruit of His life by the works of our hands.

Ok … so God has a reward in His hand to gift us. He is wanting us to come to Him so He can reward us with the gift of eternal life He has in His hand to give. But, we weren't coming to him; we were like Adam in the garden; cowering away from Him in fear unto destruction. Not seeing God's good pleasure is to cloth us with life, and thinking we had to clothe ourselves with life to come to Him.

God saw our minds were filled with the deadness we saw in our flesh. He saw our conscience was stained with sin and death. He saw we were living by the sweat of our brow, as if the way unto life was through the strength of the flesh. He saw we were fornicating with the works of our hands trying to be fruitful in His life, and that was causing our intimacy to be with death instead of Him and His eternal life.

God is jealous over us with a godly jealousy. He could never be happy with us worshiping the works of our hands. The reason that could never make Him happy is because it left us barren and unfruitful in His life. His face could never shine upon that which was killing us. He could never bless our union to death. He could never speak well of us dying. It was an abomination to Him for us to be dying. So In His wrath; in His passionate reach towards us; in His zeal for us to have His life and have it more abundantly, He hid His face for a moment. He hid His face to signify to us that we could never bear the fruit of His life by fornicating with the works of our hands. He hid His face for a moment to reveal that way is serving us with death. He hid His face behind the veil in the temple for a moment to reveal the law of sin and death to us; to teach us that lusting after His life and the fruit of His life through the strength of the flesh was serving us with death. He did this to gather us to Himself so He could serve us with His life. He did this so our faith would be towards Him and not our own works. 

Example of a daughter bringing a serial killer home to her father wanting his blessing on their marriage … Father may hide his face but it's not him turning his back on his daughter it’s actually Him standing as the advocate of His daughter. His face being hidden is the father stretching forth his hand towards the daughter; it’s his passionate reach to save her from destruction.

The law worked wrath. The wrath of God was revealed from heaven through the giving of the law. The law gave us knowledge of transgression. It showed us we were barren because of our intimacy with our own works. Just as God’s face was hidden from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The law showed us God’s face was hidden from the belief that man can be clothed upon with life by the works of their hands. 

Paul wasn't ashamed of the gospel. He wasn't ashamed to say justification is found in Christ and him alone. The reason is because God revealed the law of sin and death to him from heaven, through the law. That’s how the law works wrath. - God’s Passionate Reach To Serve Mankind With His Life 2/20/22

· Rom. 4:19 – Describing how Abraham received the promise from God. It says being not weak in faith, he considered not his body dead, nor the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He was not weak in faith. If he’s not weak, he’s strong. How was he strong? He considered not himself in the equation. All He had eyes for was God. All he saw was how awesome God was. All he saw was what God could do. He didn’t tell himself that he needed more faith and that he needed to live more holy.
This shows you how to stomp on the unbelief in our lives. - N/A
· Rom. 4:19 -  says Abraham did not consider the deadness of his body or the deadness in Sarah's womb but he glorified God. He considered God and the strength of the life God has in Himself.

When Abraham thought of being fruitful he thought to himself that sounds very nice. But when Abraham thought of the power to be fruitful he didn't consider what he saw in his flesh. He didn’t consider the strength that was in the world. When he thought of how it could happen that he could be fruitful he didn't consider the deadness he saw in himself or in the world around him. He didn't see those things as a stumbling block to him being fruitful because he saw the life of God isn’t subject to the weakness in his flesh. He said the power for me to be fruitful is contained in God and the strength of His life, and the deadness in my body and the deadness in Sarah’s womb cannot keep me from being made fruitful. And the scripture says Abraham received strength from that faith to be made exceedingly fruitful. 

The centurion and the Canaanite woman did not consider their sin, they considered the life that was in Jesus, seeing it had authority over sin in the flesh. They looked at Jesus, they saw he was the Son of man, they saw he had authority over all flesh because he was the son of man. They saw Jesus has a life in himself, that was from above, and was greater than the sin and death in the world. They saw the life in Jesus was not at the mercy of sin and death but that sin and death bowed down to his life. They saw the sufficiency that was needed to overcome sin in the flesh isn't found in themselves; it's found in the God who forgives sin and raises the dead.

When Jesus says the faith of the centurion and the Canaanite woman is great, he saw the faith of God at work in them. He knew they had seen into the heart of God; that they were knowing the love and compassion in God’s heart for all people; that God is not ashamed of the weakness of their flesh or to call them His own.

It wasn't about how much they were able to believe. It wasn't about how much faith they worked up in themselves. It's not that they had a faith in and of themselves that was great. It's that the faith they looked to is great. They didn’t come up with the faith that is great, they couped it from God. They beheld it in the person of Jesus. There’s a faith that is great. There is a faith that can fill you with a life that is greater than the sin and death that's in the world. There is a faith that is precious and tried and true, that even in the midst of being encompassed by tribulation and corruption, can overcome the effect of the corruption you see and bring comfort to your life.

Great faith is that there is a faith that can bring forth light out of the midst of darkness. It can make straight that which is crooked. It can even resurrect the dead, and when it raises the dead it even raises them in incorruptible human flesh. 

There is a faith that can strengthen you with a life that can overcome the sin and death in the world. There is a faith that can strengthen you with a life that overcomes the world and the weakness in the world and in your flesh, and this faith was revealed in Jesus ........ When you think of the sufficiency you need to be fruitful and have a good life, don't consider what you see in yourself, or what you see in the world and its governments and systems and whether it be good or evil. Rather consider the love God has in His heart for you, and how it is greater than the strength of sin. Consider God and the life He has in Himself, and how He has intertwined you with Himself and His very life that raises the dead, and fills all the dry places with His life. - The Faith That Is Great 1/26/21

· Rom. 4:19-21 - Speaking of Abraham, says and being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

The apostle Paul says Abraham glorified God. The birth of Isaac was a powerful miracle of healing in Sarah’s womb. Did Abraham glorify God because Sarah was healed and bore him a son? Was Isaac Abraham's shield and Buckler? Was Isaac Abraham's exceeding great reward? Abraham already had a son, Ishmael. If Abraham saw it that way his entire life would have been spent walking in the strength of the flesh; trying to preserve his name in Isaac. 

Abe’s faith wasn’t in Isaac. He didn’t look to Isaac for life, He didn't look to Isaac for the evidence he had life. He looked to the testimony Isaac's birth gave him. Isaac was a sign to Abraham. It was a sign God is Lord even over death. It was a sign God will provide Himself a lamb and cause this death to pass over me. Abraham saw Isaac as a sign of the promised seed who would come. The scripture doesn’t say Abraham rejoiced over Isaacs day. Jesus says Abraham saw his day and rejoiced. Abraham saw something in Isaac that testified of Jesus, and how Jesus would come and abolish sin and death in the flesh. Abraham saw Isaac as a sign that Jesus would come and overcome the deadness in his flesh, and raise him up in glorified immortal flesh.

What shall we say then about these things? Does that mean there is no gifts of healing? Or that we won't be healed or we can't be healed? Certainly Not. What it means is we seek the truth and the life that is the power behind the healing. We seek that which the healing is pointing to, not the healing. It means we set our eyes on that which heals, not the healing. When we think of healing we want to connect with God around the truth of what the healing is a testimony of.

As we stop and dissect some of this stuff we don't want to lose sight of the simple truth that all authority in heaven and earth has been given to Jesus. The power of sin and death is bound and eternal life has been loosed by the hand of God, in the body of Jesus’ death and resurrection. By this man Jesus God destroyed your fellowship with sin and death, and the life sin and death has fathered in the earth. - Laying the Foundation for Healing 9/24/23

· Rom. 4:20 – Abe received strength from the faith which strengthened him to appear as who He was. Faith is the truth that was made flesh in Jesus and this truth is what allows us to appear as sons. 
We make void or frustrate God’s grace when we continue in the word that sin gives about us. If we continue to reason from those things, we will make God’s ability of no effect to bring forth his life, his ability and his fruit. 
We don’t need God if we can do it in our own ability
We can never create an image of ourselves by our good deeds that can rival the image God has of us in His hearts. That’s why the law can never bring forth the thoughts of God in us. Why? The reason we can never look at what we can accomplish in our ability and see it create the same thoughts as God is that God has uttered the most glorious speech that can ever be uttered anywhere about you. 
Grace is the power of God’s truth to persuade us to believe what He believes about us. 
Grace is the power of God’s truth to persuade us to believe what He believes about us. - The Ability of God To Bring Forth His Life In You 7/19/15
· Rom. 4:20 - Abraham received strength from faith. It says Abraham didn’t consider the deadness in his body or the deadness in Sarah’s womb but he gave glory to God, and he received strength.

Abraham did not consider the deadness he saw in himself and Sarah when he thought of whether the strength that was needed for him to be fruitful was present with him or not but he considered the strength contained in God and His eternal life.  

You know Abraham saw the deadness in his body and in Sarah’s womb. It's not that he ignored it or pretended as if it wasn't there. But, when he saw the deadness he didn't just think of the death he saw there. He considered the death he saw in himself and Sarah in light of the strength God possesses in himself to raise the dead. He considered the deadness he saw in himself in light of the eternal life God has in Himself. He interpreted the deadness he saw in himself and in Sarah through God and the eternal life God has in Himself.

So when he desired to be fruitful, and he saw deadness in himself and Sarah. Abraham didn't think of the deadness. What he thought of was God possesses a life within Himself that can even raise the dead. Abraham saw the deadness but his mind wasn’t filled with the deadness it was filled with the ability God has in Himself to raise a person up out of death. He thought of the God who can even raise the dead. That filled Abraham with a certainty he would be exceedingly fruitful, and it strengthened him with the power of God’s might.

The temptation for us is to consider the deadness we see in the world and in our lives without thinking of the incorruptible seed of God's life that is planted in us and in the earth. The temptation is for our imagination to be captivated by the deadness we see in the world instead of the life God has in Himself. - Strengthened By the Power of God’s Might 8/23/20

· Rom. 4:25 – he was raised again bc of our justification, he was raised bc we are justified
The cross is God’s declaration of why He believes we are innocent. The blood of Jesus was shed to pay the price that the law demanded and removed the law out of the way. The resurrection is the proof of our innocence. 
Don’t look at what we do to determine if we are guilty or innocent. - God’s Judgment Of Mankind
· Rom. 4:25 - We need to tear down the idea that we weren’t acceptable and now we are.
Romans 4:25 – who was delivered for our offenses and then raised for our justification // justification definition = acquittal for Christ sake, render, show or regard as innocent (strong’s). It reminds us of a courtroom because of the term acquittal. 
When we say God declared all men acceptable to Him it doesn’t mean that all men are saved and you don’t have to believe. 
So look at it like a courtroom analogy – Satan is the accuser (Rev. Ch 12). He is coming with a charge about man. Jesus comes representing us. He says let me stand in the face of these accusations. In the events leading up to the cross, with each blow that was delivered to him (flog, beard, carrying the cross, nailing him there, etc.),, Satan was developing his case against man. Satan was marring the image of man and saying you see who man is? Is this really your child? Satan said I will be like the most high. The way Satan tried to create man in his image is through sin. Jesus became a picture of marred man. Satan thought he had a claim on our lives because of sin. 
Definition of acquittal – to be set free, release from a debt, release from an obligation. 
God died away Satan's image of man. In the resurrection God declared to all mankind that you are acceptable to me, you are my children. 
The resurrection is not God creating a platform so he can now believe. He didn’t need to be strengthened so he could believe good about us. God wasn’t surprised when a human got a place in the god kind. He knew all along that we were his children. He needed to do something that could set us free from the claim Satan had on our life because of sin. Jesus was raised for our acquittal. - Justification In The Spirit Of Prophecy 5/3/15
· Rom. 5:1-5 - I see the lovely goodness in the faith; in the face of Jesus; the image of the invisible God. I don’t just see Jesus, the eternal Son, but my eyes are popped open to see the Godhead; to see Father, Son, and Spirit, and their life and communion and workings, in the face of Jesus( Jesus baptism - cross). That draws me to the faith revealed in Jesus because I see the lovely goodness I yearn for in them and their communion and their life. That causes me to endure in the midst of the trials and tribulations tempting me to take up my own life; tempting me to try and exalt myself to life by the multitude of the merchandise I can gather to myself. My senses are exercised to the degree I know where the lovely goodness can be found, and also where it cannot be found, I continue looking to the faith authored in Jesus, instead of turning to the strength of the flesh. This is patience. This patience gives you experience, and the experience gives you hope. It gives you a certainty life is working in you, and nothing can keep it from having its perfect work in you. You saw the lovely goodness is in the faith that is of Jesus; that caused you to continuously look there, while you walked in the world; you saw that faith producing its fruit in you, that's the experience part. And now that gives you hope; it gives you the certainty life is working in you, and nothing can keep you from seeing God manifested in your flesh. - The Grace To Run The Race 7/6/25

· Rom. 5:2 - How do we access the favor of God? Jesus is our ticket to the show. By Jesus we have access through faith.
When you realize that you have access through faith, you rejoice in the expectation of the glory of God manifesting in your life. We should be rejoicing in the expectation of God manifesting in our life.
We are highly favored not because of what we see but because of what the Word says.
Practical teaching kind of contradicts God’s ways. The substance of things not seen. Practicality is good to a point but we have to live our lives by faith. Don’t let the devil steal the word from you and tell you that you are not highly favored and blessed. He tries to steal the word from you by tribulation. - Favor of God
· Rom. 5:3-5 - If we can just see that God is working during these times then we can have peace.
We still don’t like the struggling though. What is going on with that? See Romans 5. He will work a more permanent thing out of this. He will work patience. Paul stopped after 3 times seeking the Lord about his thorn. He got experience. What did the experience turn into, hope. We should always be full of hope. 
Many of the great revelations Paul got were from this thorn in the flesh. We are all hearing about Paul and the grace it’s because of this. God is rejoicing when the devil tries to come against us because He knows what is coming. He’s like watch what I can work out of this. - Grace Is The Answer
· Rom. 5:12-14 - The law contained precepts and statutes that declared judgments about the Faithfulness of God …. They were given to paint a picture. The precepts and statutes were painting a picture of God with the Israelites; they were painting a picture of God in their midst; they were painting a picture of God dwelling in the midst of them, to be their provision; to be their food for life. That’s why the temple and all the temple service. The statutes and precepts were given to put the thoughts and intentions of God on display, so the people could behold the faithfulness of God, and they have one God the Lord their God, because they wouldn’t see themselves as lacking any good thing, or needing any other gods. Should the law actually be fulfilled in someone it would circumcise their hearts from trusting in the strength of the flesh, by showing them God with them, loving them, and serving them with life. 

But the carnal mind is not subject to the law of God, neither can it be, because the carnal mind can’t see God there in your midst preparing a table of life for you. - The Faith of the Son of God 6/18/23

· Rom. 5:15 - Where sin was abounding unto death the grace of God did much more abound unto eternal life ....

The sin being spoken of here is the sin of Adam. Where the sin of Adam did abound, causing death to reign over all people. The grace that manifested in Christ at the cross did superabound, removing the death that was reigning over all people, and restoring everyone’s right to the tree of life.

Romans 5 also says ..... by the sin of one man Adam death reigned over all.

Death reigning over all means that all people were married to death in Adam. Adam looked at the strength contained in his own hand and he sowed that strength to try and cloth upon himself with life. When Adam put his own hand to work to be clothed upon with life he brought death into the earth and all people were married to death in him. As the apostle Paul says in Romans 7 sin found an opportunity to manifest death in the flesh of mankind through the disobedience of Adam.

But Romans 5 goes on to say ..... by the righteousness of one man Jesus God was able to sow His strength into the earth and divorce all people from their union to Adam and his sin; restoring all people’s access to the tree of life.

By the righteous act of Jesus resting on the cross and doing no work to cloth himself in eternal life, the strength of God manifested through him, divorcing all people from their union to Adam and his sin, removing the death that was reigning over us, ending our union to death, and restoring everyone’s access to the tree of life.

There remains a rest for the people of God. The question is will people walk in the work of God and enter His rest or will they walk in the work of Adam and try and find life by the sweat of their brow. Will people take their liberty from Adam and use their liberty to go in the way of Cain? Or will they take their liberty from Adam and live by the faith that came in the person of Jesus.

The church has struggled to understand God had to first divorce everyone from their union to Adam and his death before anyone could be free to be joined together with God and His life. Unless all people could first be divorced from Adam and his sin. Unless all people could first be divorced from their union to death in Adam. No one could even have access to the tree of life. No one would even be free to be joined together with God and His eternal life.

When we were joined with Adam and standing in his sin. It didn’t mean we were ugly to God. It wasn’t that we were no longer beautiful in God's eyes. Or that God rejected us. God's desire has always been unto us. The problem God had with us is we were dying and He wanted us to live and not die. It was unacceptable to God for mankind to be in a state of death.

Mankind was like a wife feeling forsaken in her youth because she was not bearing her husband's fruit. Mankind was barren on account of their fornication with the strength contained in their flesh and we thought the barrenness was a sign God's desire was no longer unto us. 

We thought God's face was hidden from us because of our sin but God's face was hidden from our union to death. God was never forsaking mankind. He was forsaking our union to death. He could never bless our union to death because He wanted to be married to us, and because it left us barren in the fruit of His life and unable to experience His love. He wanted the fruit in our lives to be born from intimacy with Him instead of it being the result of intimacy with death.  

God kept Adam from the tree of life because He wasn't going to bless mankind's union to death. He wasn't going to now grant eternal life to mankind's union to death. He was like a Father who refused to bless his daughter's marriage to a serial killer. - Your Maker is Your Husband 10/4/20

· Rom. 5:17 - I know we read some of the things Paul says about the law and interpret them to mean the law is the source of condemnation and death. But Paul says in Romans 5 death reigned over man from Adam to Moses. Romans 5 says death was already reigning over all people before the law was ever given. Paul says all people were already standing in condemnation on account of sin. He says where all people were already standing in the condemnation of death, the law was given to make sin abound. 

When we think of what it means for sin to abound. We can say it this way. The law was given to make sin known to mankind. - The Glory That Never Fades 12/14/20

· Rom. 5:18-19 – by one man's disobedience…so by the one man’s obedience…the word righteousness here speaks of a righteous deed or act…by the righteous act of Jesus being spoken of is referring back to what Paul said in the last chapter about him allowing his heart to be persuaded that he was the beloved son, full of glory and honor. This was not of Jesus and his ability but by the father and his strength. Jesus didn’t lift one finger to save himself from the cross, that was the righteous act. He died as us and set us free from the old man. That is the free gift that came upon us all. 
You don’t command ppl who are your equal. One five star general doesn’t command another five star general to do something. God and Jesus are equal. They don’t command the other to do something, they talk about something together. 
The word doesn’t come to put you in bondage, it comes to declare a truth to you. 
If you want to be obedient to God, allow your heart to be persuaded that you are the beloved son or daughter of God full of glory and honor in whom He is well pleased. 
We’ve been taught that God has commanded us to mimic his life in our own ability (WWJD) and in the day we can’t mimic his life, he’s going to come and serve us with some death. 
If you want to be obedient to God, allow your heart to be persuaded that you are the beloved son or daughter of God full of glory and honor in whom He is well pleased.
Then it becomes hard to believe that this guy only has good thoughts towards you. We’ve made obedience tough by understanding it through the carnal mind. - The Obedience Of Jesus 8/2/15
· Rom. 5:21 – the law causes sin to reign. What causes people to manifest holiness is when you preach grace. 
People have problems with sin because they've been beaten over the head with their inability to live holy, not because they've been told they’ve been made right.
What shall we sin, bc we’re no longer under the law? Doesn’t that mean we’ll just go sin if we don’t have the law to tell us to live holy? No, the law doesn’t cause you to live holy. Sin shall not have dominion over you because you are not under the law, you are under grace. 
Holiness will effortlessly manifest in your life when you place yourself under the law of grace.
When you believe you have to perform to be blessed by God is when you sin.
If you want to repent from something, repent from the concept that God does not think you are good, that God does not believe that you are qualified. 
God is the source of our blessing and the qualification. It’s not the work of our own hands that qualify us to be blessed. - The Truth About Repentance
· Rom. 6:1-6 - The letter to the Romans is one of the most extensive doctrinal books in the bible. It has been affectionately called the constitution of Christianity. Paul goes line upon line in laying out the entirety of the gospel. He explains in great detail the dynamics of the gospel. What the gospel is. How the gospel works. How it manifests the power of God in our lives. What was the problem for man? What was causing us to bear fruit unto death and not unto life. What God has done in Christ to solve the problem. 

One of the reasons the body of Christ is so easily tossed to and fro with many different doctrines is we still struggle to understand what the gospel is about. We still struggle to understand what the problem was for man and how the gospel solves the problem. We still struggle to see what it is that made us weak and how the gospel fills us with the power of God. 

Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? Rom 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

What does it mean to continue in sin? 

The first thing we want to do is understand what it means to continue in sin. No one wants to continue in sin but how are we going to be able to get that right if we don't even know what it means to continue in sin.

For so long we’ve thought that sin here is talking about bad behavior. When we read the word sin we immediately think it's talking about the works of the flesh or the fruit that comes forth from sin. We read the verse as if it were saying shall we continue to do bad things. Shall we continue to drink, and cuss, and smoke, and chew and run with those who do. Will we continue to do the bad things we did before we believed on Jesus. But those things are the fruit of continuing in sin not what Paul is describing when he says shall we continue in sin. There’s a difference between continuing in sin and the fruit that comes forth from continuing in sin. 

Explain different facets of sin so people can understand better 

We have sin, which is a wisdom or logic, that many times is called iniquity in the scriptures. The scripture says iniquity was found in Satan, and this iniquity was that he corrupted the wisdom he lived by and forsook the river from which he got his beauty and said to himself I will exalt myself by the works of my hands. 

This wisdom/logic manifests death in our bodies causing them to perish, and causing us to miss the mark or to not be partakers of eternal life. One of the meanings of sin is to miss the mark or to not be partakers of eternal life. The mark God has for your life is that you would be a partaker with Him in His life and that you would live eternally and not die. 

Now, the death that manifests as a result of iniquity stings our hearts with fear and lack, taking us captive to a life of labors and annoyances and toiling, causing us to try and find life by the sweat of our brow. Which brings forth the fruit of death or the works of the flesh in us. Paul said in Romans that our flesh and our works do not possess the ability to produce life in us. In the day we enlist our flesh that is dying to try and bring forth the fruit of life the result will be what we call sin the action, which is the fruit of death or the works of the flesh manifesting in us.

So what does it mean to continue in sin?

These verses in chapter 6 are not the beginning of a new thought. When Paul says shall we continue in sin so that grace may abound he was continuing to build on something from chapter 5. Paul just said in chapter 5 that death reigned through sin. He said that sin was causing death to reign over mankind. Paul also said in 1st Corinthians 15 the sting of death is sin. It’s the sting of death that causes a person to walk in sin. 

The way we continue in sin is by living as if death is still reigning over us. It’s by living as if the world is the father of our life and our life is hid in the world instead of hid with God in Christ. Continuing in sin is to go forward with the life we have now in these mortal bodies as if we still do not have free access to the tree of life. It’s to live as if the death and tribulation in the earth can steal from you and overcome your life. It’s to live our lives as if we do not already possess all things needed to have life and godlikeness in Christ. Continuing in sin is to walk in this world as if we come behind in some good thing we need to be like God and experience His life. It’s to walk in this world as if our life is at the mercy of the tribulation and corruption in the earth. It’s to walk in this world as if what happens to us in the world can add or take away one cubit of stature from our lives. It’s to live believing you are lacking something needed to possess peace, and love, and joy, etc.

When Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil it manifested death in his body and he was married to death. The life Adam now possessed in his flesh was earthly. It was born from the earth. It wasn't from God. It wasn't from above. Paul said in Romans 7 sin found a way to manifest itself in us through death. So Adam became joined together with death. His body was perishing and this darkened his understanding about God and himself. It stung his heart with fear instead of love, and left him filled with labors and annoyances trying to find life by the sweat of his brow.

Now this didn’t just happen to Adam. When Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil He established the kingdom of death and darkness in the earth. By the sin of Adam the kingdom of death and darkness entered into the earth and reigned over the earth and everything in it. This is what the scriptures call the foundation of the world. Adam established a country where sin and death was reigning and all of mankind became citizens of that country. The life everyone was now partaking of was at the mercy of the death and tribulation in the earth. Everyone was partaking of a life that was subject to moth and rust. Everyone’s life was made subject to death and corruption and decay.

Mankind was not partaking of eternal life. Mankind was married to death in Adam. We no longer had access to the tree of life. Not because God was angry with us or withholding life from us. But, because God didn't want mankind to live eternally in a state of death. 

When Paul says shall we continue in sin what he’s saying there is shall we continue as if the work of Adam is still reigning over us. Shall we continue to live the life we have in these mortal bodies as if we are still standing in the work of Adam. Shall we continue as if the tribulation in this world can separate us from the life of God. Shall we continue as if the tribulation in this world can overcome our lives. Shall we continue as if the death Adam brought into the earth is still reigning over us. Shall we continue in fear as if we do not have free access to the tree of life. Shall we continue as if the veil wasnt torn and the cherubims werent moved out of the way. Are we going to live our lives in this world as if we are still lacking something that is needed to have life and godlikeness? Are we going to live the lives we have in these mortal bodies as if we are still at the mercy of the death and tribulation in the earth? Are we going to walk in this earth as if the world is the Father of our lives? Are we going to continue to live as if we are citizens of a country where death and darkness are reigning over us?

Now Paul comes and answers the question. Paul says certainly not? We see that where the sin of Adam was once causing death to abound over us, the grace of Christ has come and did much more abound. Giving us free access to the tree of life and eternal life reigning over us. 

We see the just one Jesus. We see Jesus has come in the likeness of sinful flesh. We see Jesus has come in a perishable body that was subject to the death and decay in the world to translate us from the kingdom where death was reigning to His kingdom where eternal life reigns. We see Jesus took the sin and death that was reigning over us upon Himself. And in the place where he was clothed with our sin and our death he was put to rest by the Father’s love for him. His trust was in the Father to save him instead of looking to his own strength. And because He rested in the Father to clothe upon his dying body with life he died unto sin and death as the last Adam; he died unto sin and death as the representative of mankind and through his death divorced mankind from their union to death. He took the death that was reigning over us into the grave and left it there. Thus making a way for us to once again have access to the tree of life.

Remember Adam lost access to the tree of life because he was married to death and God wouldn’t let Adam live eternally in a state of sin and death. So in order for mankind to be able to eat from the tree of life God had to first divorce us from our union to death. 

In Romans 6 Paul is saying how can we continue in sin knowing the old man and the body of sin has been destroyed. Paul said it's the old man and the body of sin that caused us to be servants of sin to begin with. 

What is the body of sin? 

The body of sin is the body sin created. It’s the body sin gave birth too. Sin created a dying body. It gave birth to the body of death. It clothed mankind in a body that was dying. 

So the body of sin is a body that is dying. It’s what Paul called the body of death in Romans 7 when he said who shall save me from this body of death. Who shall save me from this body that has death in it. 

Sin built us a body to dwell in. It built us a house. You know how they say in sports with great athletes the house that so and so built. The house that Babe Ruth built. The house that Drew Brees built. Well Sin built us a temple that is uninhabitable. It isn't sustainable. It cannot sustain life. The temple sin built us is like full of asbestos and mold, and rust, and moths and termites. Man, we can't live there.

Sin made us partakers of a corruptible life. It gave us a life that's subject to decay. It gave us a life that can't satisfy our hearts. The life it gave us comes behind on every front because the life it gave us is subject to the death and tribulation in the earth. It could never fill our hearts with abundance, or peace, or love, or joy. It could only ever fill our hearts with fear and lack. Sin built us a body that was dying and the power sin had over us was through our dying bodies. 

The old man is the man who was married to death. It’s the man whose body was built by sin. It’s the man who death was reigning over and who did not have access to the tree of life. 

So now what God has done is He has come and destroyed the body of death sin built us and He has built us a body of life in the resurrection of Jesus. God has come and divorced us from our union to the old man who was separated from life and was perishing so we could be married to the new man whose life can't be touched by the death and tribulation in the earth. 

Because we have been planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death we know we are also planted in the likeness of His resurrection. So the lives we live now in this world we live knowing we are no longer married to the corruptible body of death sin built us but we are married to the incorruptible body of life God built us when He raised Jesus from the dead. 

Paul said it this way. We were Crucified with Christ yet we are still living. The thing that has changed is the life we live now in the flesh we live knowing we are dead to this corruptible body sin built us and we are alive to the incorruptible body God built us when He raised Jesus from the dead. The life we live now in the flesh we live knowing we are divorced from the old man who was separated from life and was perishing and we are married to the new man whose life can never fade away or be overcome. The life we live now in the flesh we live knowing death is no longer reigning over us, the eternal life of God is reigning over us. And this eternal life that is reigning over us will cloth us in an immortal body that is not subject to decay and that can never die again. 

Paul comes and says how shall we who are dead to sin continue therein any longer. How shall we who are dead to sin continue as if we are alive to it still.

Why would we continue as if death is reigning over us knowing God has destroyed the body of death sin created in the resurrection of Jesus. 

We see that God has destroyed the body of death sin built us and built us a body of life that is incorruptible when He raised Jesus from the dead, and we no longer continue as if the body death built us is the body we will inherit but we continue knowing the body God built us in the resurrection of Jesus is the body we will inherit. I mean if God raised up a body that can never die unto sin and death again. If God has come and built us a body that is not subject to the death and decay in the earth. If God has come and built us a body that can overcome the grave and the tribulation in the earth in the resurrection of Jesus. Why would we continue to identify with the body of death sin built us and not identify with the body of life God built us? If the old man who was married to a perishable body is dead and there’s a new man who is now married to an imperishable body; a body that God has built; a body that can’t be torn down by the decay and tribulation in the world. Why would we continue as if we’re alive to the old man and not the new man? If the man we are married to possesses a life that can never die unto the sin and death in the world and dwells in a body that can never die why would we live as if we are still married to the man whose body is perishing and whose life is subject to the death and decay in the world.

I mean everyone knows non-perishable is better than perishable. Even when we take up a food collection we say we want non-perishable food items. I mean if there is perishable and non perishable why would we take up perishable food items when we can take up non perishable food items instead.

It’s like with my house. You know when Beckie and I first moved from Colorado to Louisiana, there was a time where we had to live with my parents. But, the day came where we moved into our own place. Well, now that Beckie and I have our own place I no longer continue as if I’m still living with my parents. When I come home from groups and bible studies, meetings, and church I no longer go to my parents house. Why? Because I know I have my own place now and I no longer live with my parents. Why would I go to their house when I have my own house now? 

It’s the same way with what Paul is saying. Seeing how we are the possessors of eternal life. Seeing we possess the spirit that will cause us to overcome the grave and will clothe our mortal bodies with immortality let us live the life we now live in the flesh knowing the death in this world no longer has a hold on our lives. Seeing we have free access to the tree of life because of the righteousness of Jesus let us live the life we have now in these mortal bodies knowing the death and tribulation in this world cant keep us from life. 

Let us live knowing the tribulation in this earth is not a word that we are separated from God's love. Let us live knowing the tribulation in this earth is not a word that God doesn't love us. Let us live the life we have now in these mortal bodies knowing we have a certainty of life and immortality manifesting in our whole spirit, souls, and bodies because Christ is dwelling in us and our life is hid in him.

Sin built us a body and God built us a body. The way you continue in sin is to live as if you’re married to the body of death sin built. The way you continue in sin is to live as if death is reigning over you and you're separated from what you need to have life. The way you continue in righteousness is to live knowing God has overcome the body of death sin clothed you in and promised you His life as a gift in Christ. The way you continue in righteousness is you see God has done a righteous thing in conquering sin and death in the flesh of Jesus and you live knowing you’re married to the body of life God built in the resurrection of Jesus. - The House That God Built 1/13/19

· Rom. 6:4 – Jesus raised from the dead by the glory of the father – his good view, judgment and opinion of Him is what raised Jesus.
He wants us to live in the quality of life he has provided for us by living in what he thinks about us. 
It’s his job to persuade us. Let him convince you of the glory of his good opinion towards you. - Whose Head Are You Living In 5/31/15
· Rom. 6: 4-11 – we are buried with him by baptism unto death… he’s talking about the resurrection, he is connecting us to Jesus in his death, burial and resurrection. He wants us to consider ourselves part of it. 
In order for Christ to be raised from the dead he had to conquer and destroy everything that caused him to die. When Paul wants us to identify with this newness of life, He wants us to identify that we have also overcome everything that caused Jesus to die as well. 
If you don’t know what caused Jesus to die then you don’t know what you can overcome.
We have been risen with Him. We can see that all of that applies to us when we understand this. 
When Jesus said why have you forsaken me, it was so that we could know that he was forsaken so that we would be accepted. Separation from God was part of the curse that came from Adam and Eve, Christ bore that curse. 
Before sin entered into the world, there was no death. Christ could not have died before the cross because there was no sin in him. Something awesome for us that happened is that all of our sin was put on Him. Christ became the sin offering. - The Power of The Resurrection
· Rom. 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.(be taken captive by sin through the body of death). - God’s Resolution 1/9/22

· Rom. 6:5 – the word became flesh, the creator became part of creation, he joined himself to us in a manner that he could never be separated from us. He did this so our existence could be intertwined with His existence. The verse is talking about us being united with Christ. He is the representative of the human race. Adam was the first rep, he chose something that brought in a curse, God did not curse the earth. The law can only work a curse. Jesus comes in and represents all of mankind. We participate in what He did, by believing in what He did. Everything in our lives is born from what we believe in. God has shown us what He believes. He has issued His verdict. If we believe in that, our life can be born from that and not Adam. 
We tend to preach a gospel that separates people from God. The message of the gospel is not you can become accepted, it’s God has accepted you, will you believe. God has testified about the innocence of mankind on the cross. The message of the gospel is the innocence of mankind. God says you are innocent. This causes a new belief to rise up and you are saved by this belief. 
Don’t try to fear someone into the gospel and twist their arm. If you propose to someone with a gun to their head, do you think that person wants to marry you? If she does out of fear, what type of life do you think that would lend to, fear. Christ has proposed to all of us. We have painted a picture of Christ that says marry me or you will die. Something inside of them tells them that is not love. 
The life you want to experience is the one that results from you believing the truth that you are accepted by God, not a life of fear that you will die if you don’t accept Him. 
We tend to look at people as if they are guilty but could be made innocent. The truth is, they are innocent, the question is whether they will believe it. There is only one reality, Christ’s reality. 
Just because God has declared everybody innocent doesn’t mean everybody will participate in that innocence. They can still choose to believe the lie. 
Church ppl get upset when we preach this msg bc they don’t want ppl to think they could be innocent when they don’t deserve it. 
Jesus told them they were forgiven and it caused a belief to well up inside of them. God has already forgiven all of your sins, we are just trying to help people believe this. 
Adam is the picture that we believed of ourselves. 
Jesus entered into our darkness so he could shed his light into it. 
Every problem we have stems from us believing a lie. The cross destroyed that lie. - God’s Judgment Of Mankind
· Rom. 6:5 - if we are planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death, we will also be planted in the likeness of his resurrection. You see what happens when we consider Jesus, and look into the faith in his heart on the cross, we are being planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death. And that's what makes Christ of full effect in your life as you walk in this world. Where it’s no longer you who are living, it's Christ living in you. - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· Rom. 6:6 – henceforth we should not serve sin….he’s saying going forward we would not be slaves to sin.
When guys mess up with our girls we want to go out and buy flowers. That is what sin wants to do to us…make us feel like we need to go out and do something to get right with God.
God is trying to tell you what is right with you so you can be persuaded.
God is not trying to be convinced that we have value to Him. That it’s ok to love us. He’s not looking around for a bunch of holy ppl to make a case for Him loving us. 
God doesn’t think something is wrong with you. We are the ones that think that bc we have let sin stain our conscience. God didn’t think Adam and Eve were unacceptable, they thought that. He didn’t say get out of here and go fend for yourself, he clothed them. 
The tree looked good for food. It made sense, that’s why they did it but that’s not God’s way. 
Once we see how sin has enslaved us, we can see that God is not trying to gather evidence to make us acceptable, we are acceptable. 
How did sin end up reigning over us? It got us to find and look for our identity in our flesh. 
If you feel like you failed when you sin, that is a sign you are finding life in your flesh. We think, isn't it good that we feel shame?
We don’t free ppl by shaming them. That is the thing sin uses to enslave people. The very thing Jesus had to free us from.
Both systems of grace and law proposed to Adam and Eve. - Freedom From Sin
· Rom. 6:10 -  Jesus died unto sin on the cross. And since the wages of sin is death we can see that in Jesus dying unto sin on the cross he was putting off death. He wasn't laying down life, he was laying down the death that is in the world on account of sin. He wasn't losing life on the cross, he was losing death. When Jesus thought of the cross he saw it as the putting off of the body of death. He saw it as the putting off of the old man so he can put on the house made by the Father’s hand. 

Jesus saw the best the world could give him was the death of the cross, and that is the life Jesus laid down. He laid down the life that is perishing. Jesus said in his heart the life in the world that is built upon touch not, taste not, handle not can never satisfy my flesh with long life. It can only ever end with this dying body. That is what Jesus was laying down at the cross. 

It’s not that Jesus didn’t want things to go well in the world he just saw that things going well in the world is not the power unto the abundant life. He saw even the good that can happen for him in the world only contained a peace and love and joy that was corruptible. He saw that setting his eye on the good that could happen for him in the world was to build his life upon wood, hay, and stubble. - Giving Up The Ghost 9/26/21

· Rom. 6:10-11 - The word sin used here isn't talking about bad behavior. I say it a lot but the word sin in that verse is a noun, not a verb. When Paul says consider yourself dead to sin, the sin he’s talking about is the corruptible life that Adam founded in the earth when he brought death into the world. Paul is building on what he said in Romans 5 when he said by the sin of one man Adam death entered the earth and death reigned over all. Adam founded a world built on the shoulders of a corruptible life. He founded a world built by sin. He founded a life corrupted with death because it was built by sin. 

The cross is the place we die to the life sin built in the earth through Adam. The cross is the place all our traumas and our anxieties and fears are put off of us. The cross is the place all our hurts and torment is put off of us because it’s at the cross we lay down the life we have from the world. It’s the life the world Fathered that is able to be victimized, and traumatized, and corrupted by sin and death. It's the life the world Fathered that's full of trauma and cares and anxieties and worries and burdens. And the reason it's full of those things is because the life the world Fathered is fragile and able to be corrupted.

Laying down the life you have from the world is when you are no longer looking to the things of the world and the happenings of the world as if the care your life needs is contained there. 

We’ve all heard it said take your sin to the cross. For so long we’ve thought of take your sin to the cross only in terms of bad behavior. We’ve heard it said take your bad behavior to the cross but bad behavior is just the fruit of a corruptible life. Take your sin to the cross is to take the life that's been corrupted by the world; take the life that's been traumatized by the world. Take the life that's been victimized; that's been hurt by the world to the cross so it can be put off of you, and you can be picked up by the life of God. The foundation from where you can experience the power of the resurrection is in laying down the life you have from the world. That’s the foundation that Jesus was raised from the dead. 

We hold on so tight to the life we have from the world. We hold on so tight to the things of the world because we’re convinced the care our lives need is found in the world. We can be so worried about the life we have from the world because the world has taught us that our lives are hid in the world, in what happens to us, what people say and do to us. But it’s the life we have from the world that's tormenting us. - Following in the Footsteps of Jesus 1-22-23

· Rom. 6:11 - says reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God. Your life isn't born from sin. Sin isn't the father of your life. The world is not the father of your life. Your life isn't begotten from the weakness in these mortal bodies or the weakness in the earth. Your life isn't held in the happenings of this world. Your life is born from above. It’s been begotten from the word of truth, it’s been born again from an incorruptible seed. God Himself is the Father of your life. Your life is under the continuous ministration of God's life. The Father has life in Himself, and He has given that you can have that same life, by giving you Jesus. That’s how Christ lives in you. The life that is Christ, that was manifested in the resurrected Christ, dwells in you. Let that life be exalted in your sight. That life overshadows the death in the earth. That life rebukes the devourer; that life justifies from the accusation your life isn't as it ought to be. That life disesteems the shame. - It’s No Longer I Who Lives 8/27/23

· Rom. 6:12-13 - The gospel is relational; it talks about a fellowship; a fellowship that is centered around sharing in the same heart and the same life with God. I think sometimes we read the scriptures from a technical perspective, and lose sight that what is being said in the scriptures is built upon a relational foundation. 

If we continue reading in the letter to the Romans Paul talks about the Holy Spirit leading us to the place where we cry out Abba. He says nothing can separate us from the love of God. We read those things and oftentimes don’t see they are directly related to Paul saying let not sin reign in your mortal bodies, that you should obey it in the lusts thereof. If there be some good fruit that manifests in us it comes as a result of fellowship and intimacy with God. If there be some bad fruit in our lives it comes as a result of there being some confusion concerning our relationship with God.

Keeping that in mind, what does it look like for sin to REIGN in our mortal bodies?

Sin lords it over people by taking their members captive. It sends you off to try and gather life to yourself. It puts you in servitude to the flesh, where you are always trying to gather life to yourself, through the strength of the flesh and the things of this world. Sin becomes like a taskmaster, like pharaoh, whipping you up into a frenzy, to build yourself a life that can give you the comfort, and the peace, and the love, and the joy you desire. 

Sin gets it right to put people in bondage by blinding them to the presence of God. Sin found an opportunity to produce death in us by the disobedience of Adam, and that death blinded us to the goodness in God’s heart towards us. We couldn't see God was with us to comfort us from our affliction. The deadness in our bodies was lifted up in our sight, and sin spoke to us through that deadness, telling us our affliction was a sign God's face was hid from us. It blinded us to the Father and the beauty in His heart towards us; we couldn't see God was with us, in our midst, stretching forth His hand towards us to serve us with the comfort and the rest and the peace we desire. If you don’t see the Father does work. If you don’t see God with you to give you those things freely, what will happen is you’ll spend your days working to gather them to yourself, and that will produce destruction in your life. 

Paul says in Romans 7 .. who shall save me from this body of death? I see the fruit of God's life; I agree that it’s good; I desire it; but because I don’t see God with me to clothe me in the life I say is good, sin is reigning in my mortal body. I obeyed it in its lusts. I was filled with covetousness. Because I couldn't see God with me to clothe me in the life I say is good. What happened is I sowed the strength in my own hand to try and gather peace and love and joy to myself. The more I tried to cloth myself in peace and love and joy. The more I tried to comfort myself with life, the more I saw the fruit of death manifesting in my body. That’s why he says Oh wretched man that I am.

In the world there’s studies that point to the negative effects it can have in a child’s life if their father isn’t in the picture, or if their father is abusive. It can lead to all sorts of destructive forces in their lives. This is the same way sin gets it right to reign in someone’s life. If they don’t see God is with them to be good to them, to be the Father they need, to give their lives the care it needs, they are left to try and be a father to their own lives, and the result is a life of bondage.

When Paul says don't let sin reign in your mortal bodies he’s saying don’t let sin point at the pain and the hurt and the discomfort and the tribulation and death you see all around you, to convince you that you are alone and God is not there with you … as the apostle Paul says, bear about in your body the death of the Lord Jesus, that his life also be made manifest in you. Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who when he was suffering and hurting on the cross, didn’t obey sin and its lusts. His heart was hardened to the voice of sin because he saw the Father was with him in the midst of the cross; stretching forth His hand to serve him with the comfort and the peace and the rest he needed. - Was Blind Now I See 10/2/22

· Rom. 6:19-23 -  talks about the old man. There’s an old man. This man was dying. We were married to this man. His death was a canopy over our lives. We were being held by the law of our husband. We weren’t free to be married to another husband. So we were just all the time in a state of death with the old man we were married to.

We were being held by death through our union to Adam. We were not free to be married to God and His eternal life. So what God did so we could be free to be married to Him and His eternal life is He divorced us from Adam through the body of Jesus’ death. - Your Maker is Your Husband 10/4/20

· Rom. 6:23 - Why did Jesus have to die? Where does it come from? What caused the death? If God didn’t cause it then it can’t be His wrath that caused it. 
The wages of sin is death. Sin pays death. It is the sin that put forth the penalty of death. Sin is what allowed death to enter into the world. God did not create the death.
When we define sin properly. Sin is a noun. Talking about a belief system. The wages of a belief system is death. What is the belief system that sin is? It is defined as trusting in the flesh, in your own ability to gain his quality of life. It is when you say I am what I do. 
Faith is a noun. It is a persuasion. It’s something that happens to you, not something you do. 
The holy spirit convicts the world of sin. The sin of unbelief. This is what Hebrews is about. The word unbelief in Hebrews is also a noun.
We lessen God’s goodness when we say He had to pour out His wrath. Let us not take away from His goodness. 
The tree of good and evil represents a belief system. The minute you believe you will define yourself by your own ability you are taking on a belief system that produces death. Not that God will kill you. 
God put Adam and Eve out of the garden out of love, not to punish them but to restore them to their rightful place at the right hand of the Father.
God is the author of faith. 
We influenced God’s heart so much that he said he would suffer our death for them. 
How could he ever decide he wanted to take our place if he was so mad at us. Why didn’t he just kill us?
He said I will never allow my image and likeness to suffer like this eternally. He so loved you that he could not bear the thought of you being separated from him eternally. This is the motivation for the cross. - Why Did Jesus Have To Die? April 2013
· Rom. 6:23 – the wages of sin is death // In basketball, the guard will pass to another guy when he’s in a position to score, that is called an assist. Sin didn’t need an assist from God to bring death. God didn’t assist sin in killing people. The ball was passed in to sin and sin dribbled that ball all the way down the court and dunked. It got the ball and did what it does. We can remove God from that equation and see that it is the wages of believing on the wisdom of Satan that brings death, not God being mixed in that brings death. - Is Atonement the Punishment or Favor of God?
· Rom. 6:23 - the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life. The result of sin blinding you to the presence of the Father is death. But, when you see God with you; when you see the gift God has in his hand to give is His life, and you see His hand stretched forth towards you, giving it to you freely, the result is the abundance of life. - Times of Refreshing From the Presence of the Father 10/9/22

· Rom. 6:23 - Talking about the work of God to restore us from the penalty of sin. Paul says in Romans 6 the wage sin pays people is death. The penalty that comes from sin is death. When Paul talks about propitiation, he’s talking about God working to restore mankind to a state of life.

The Greek word for propitiation is hilastērion

Mounce 2x: the cover of the ark of the covenant, the mercy-seat, the place of propitiation, Rom 3:25; Heb 9:5. 

Strong Neuter of a derivative of G2433; an expiatory (place or thing), that is, (concretely) an atoning victim, or (specifically) the lid of the Ark (in the Temple): - mercy seat, propitiation.

Thayer 1) relating to an appeasing or expiating, having placating or expiating force, expiatory; a means of appeasing or expiating, a propitiation 1a) used of the cover of the ark of the covenant in the Holy of Holies, which was sprinkled with the blood of the expiatory victim on the annual day of atonement (this rite signifying that the life of the people, the loss of which they had merited by their sins, was offered to God in the blood as the life of the victim, and that God by this ceremony was appeased and their sins expiated); hence the lid of expiation, the propitiatory 1b) an expiatory sacrifice 1c) an expiatory victim 

Root hilaskomai 

Thayer 1) to render one’s self, to appease, conciliate to one’s self 1a) to become propitious, be placated or appeased 1b) to be propitious, be gracious, be merciful 2) to expiate, make propitiation for

What's happened is people read the word appease in the definition of propitiation and say it’s about some man made idea of divine justice and wrath needing to be satisfied. 

It's like we think God gives us rules He expects us to follow. And if we don’t follow them, God is now angry with us for disobeying, and He must come and administer a punishment. God didn't give us rules to follow. God doesn't love rules. God loves the truth. He doesn’t love the truth because He wants to be right. He loves the truth because it makes His life manifest … God tells us the truth. He tells us He’s the only one who has life in Himself, and He’s with us to pour out His life into us freely. He tells us if we try and have life apart from Him, the result is death, not because He will punish us with death, but because the natural result of trying to have life in yourself, when you don’t have life in yourself, is that you will perish. It’s like a natural law. The branch cannot bear fruit apart from the vine, and if the branch is cut off from the vine it withers and dies. No one has to kill the branch, or make it to wither and die. It withers and dies as a natural result of being cut off from the source of nutrients. - A Sweet Smelling Savior 7/22/24

· Rom. 7:1-3 - The beginning of Romans 7 is an explanation of what Paul says in Romans 6. Paul uses the law of a wife being married to a husband to explain God needed to first divorce us from Adam before we could be free to be married to Him through Christ.

In Jesus’ death on the cross everyone’s union to Adam ended. That’s why when Jesus said it is finished and breathed his last breath the veil with the Cherubims etched on it that were guarding the tree of life was torn from top to bottom. The cherubims were moved out of the way.

Ok so lets paint a picture of what that is all about ....

God’s desire has always been to mankind. He’s always wanted to be one flesh with us. Isaiah says your maker is your husband. Ezekiel says God walked by us when we were joined together with death, and behold it was the time of love.

God never turned away from His desire to be married to mankind, even when we were dead in sin. He couldn't deny the love He felt in His heart for us. He couldn't abandon the passion He felt for us to bear His fruit. He wanted to father His life in us. He wanted to Father His fruit in our lives. He wanted to spread the canopy of His life over us. He wanted to decorate us with the glory of His life. He wanted to love us all the days of His life. 

But He had a problem. We were married to another. We were not free to be married to Him. We were married to Adam. We were married to death.

It's like a delicate surgery. God had to get it right to sever us from our union to death without us perishing so we could then be married to Him.

Romans 6:1 Now in light of all this what shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin?

To continue in sin means to continue as if we are still married to Adam. It's to live our lives as if we are still married to the old man who is dying.

Sing ye that were barren for your Maker is your husband. Sing all ye that were barren on account of having been married to Adam and his death. For your union to Adam has ended. Your Maker is your husband .... Though the fruit you were bearing was all the time the fruit of death because of your union with the man who was dying. You have been divorced from that dying man. Rejoice for you have become one flesh with the new man, who ever lives. He will make you exceedingly fruitful. - Your Maker is Your Husband 10/4/20

· Rom. 7:1-6 - Paul uses marriage language in Romans 7 to describe the gospel and what God has done to deliver us from the law of sin and death. 

Paul says here a woman is not free to be married to another as long as her husband lives. She is kept from being married to another by the law of her husband.

Listen when I met Beckie if she would have been married to someone else she would not have been free to be married to me. She would have been under the law of her husband. She would have been under the canopy of his life. She would not be able to be joined together with me and my life on account of already being joined together with someone else. But, if her husband should die, her union to her husband would come to an end, and she would be free to be joined together with me and my life. 

When a wedding is performed part of the wedding vow is until death do we part. The idea is we will be married until one of us dies. - Your Maker is Your Husband 10/4/20

· Rom. 7:4-5 – he’s saying that your union to Christ is what brings forth fruit unto God. 
The temptation is to try to make ourselves right through our works. We already are right with God. Because we’ve made that the number one thing, that’s what we focus on. 
The most important thing isn’t us living holy…man created that mindset. The most important thing to God is adopting us into His family. 
Satan has wrapped up the real temptation with a false temptation just like we put a pill in an animal’s food when we want them to take the pill. 
God gave us the gospel to make us right but we say we don’t want to use that system, we want to use our own system. 
If you think you have to perform a work to prove who you are, then you don’t know who you are. 
A system of laws makes you lust for those very things and brings forth the fruit of the law. - The Temptation Common To Man
· Rom. 7:4-6 – Paul talks about the purpose of the law, so we could know sin and what it produces
The correction of our persuasion could be seen on the cross. - Unleashing The Power of The Ministry of Reconciliation 3/22/15
· Rom. 7:13 – Paul speaking about the law – was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid….that sin by the commandment might become exceedingly sinful? What is good, the fruit of God’s life is good but in the day that you think you can produce that fruit in your own ability, it will kill you. The flesh cannot produce the fruit of God’s life, he does it by speaking well of you in Jesus…that’s how he brings forth the fruit of God in us. God gave the law to reveal that that wisdom is exceedingly sinful, that wisdom could never give you life, that wisdom minsters death to you. - The God Who Never Forsakes 10/25/15

· Rom. 7:13 - Paul says here let it never be said that it's the law that was the source of the death that was killing me. He says the law put on display the strength contained in the flesh so mankind could see it was exceedingly sinful. The law put sin on display so mankind can see that looking to the strength contained in the world and the strength contained in our hand was causing us to miss the mark of eternal life God has always dreamt for us. 

God saw mankind was all the time lusting after life through the world and through their flesh. He saw we thought it was the right way. He said you guys are looking to something for life that is stealing from you, and killing you, and destroying you. I will give you this law to prove to you the wisdom you are busy with is from below not above

Let us put the wisdom you have adopted as the way unto life on display in your midst so you can see what it is really all about. So that when it can appear as that which is ministering death to you, you will receive strength to turn away from worshiping the works of your hands. 

Moses looked at the law and saw GOD was going to overcome the death that manifested in our flesh. It wasn't just that Moses saw what was causing death to reign over mankind. He saw in the law that God would provide Himself a lamb that would cleanse mankind from death, and that God would manifest His life and immortality inside of our physical bodies. Moses looked into the law and said my goodness not even the death in the world can do away with God's promise to decorate us with His life. 

Now what shall we say in light of all these things? Shall we continue our lives with God as if it’s all about observing days and weeks and moons and feast days and carnal ordinances and ritualistic washings? Certainly Not.

Yes there was glory in the works of the law because they prophesied of the work of God. But, as the apostle Paul says, if we compare the glory contained in the letter of the law with the glory that manifested in the flesh of Jesus, when the Father raised Jesus from the dead by the power of His Holy Spirit. The glory that is contained in the works of the law is nothing. 

The reason is the letter can’t minister life to people. The letter reveals what kills, but the Spirit is the manifestation of the life that saves us. The letter shows us the wage sin has in itself to pay is death, but the Spirit manifests the gift of eternal life God has in Himself to give. The ministering of the letter shows what condemns people with death, but the ministering of the Spirit is God serving us with His life.

The life and immortality God manifested in Jesus is the Spirit we preach. So that in people beholding the glory of what God has done in the face of Jesus, they can be transformed into the very same image. From his glory to their glory. - The Glory That Never Fades 12/14/20

· Rom. 7:15-21 – Paul talking about himself, making a general statement about humans under the law, under the law is the same as believing unto the flesh, believing in your own ability to have the life and fruit of God. 
The belief of man became corrupted at the garden, not his nature. Nature does not dictate behavior, belief dictates behavior. 
You can have the nature of God but not have behavior that lines up with that because of a belief you have. 
If we don’t have sin nature then why do we sin? When we believe unto the flesh. The flesh produces the works of the flesh but has nothing to do with our nature. How did Adam and Eve commit sin? Did they have a sin nature before they ate of the tree? If it’s the nature, then we are saying God made man with a sin nature. But God said it was good when he made man, if it was good then it wouldn’t have had a sin nature. - The True Nature Of Man
· Rom. 7:19 - The good that I want to do I don’t /// he’s saying I want to do good and the bad I don’t is what I find myself doing. He was describing a life under the law. He was alive unto the life of God, then the law came in and he died. When he’s under the law, the good he wants to do he can’t and the bad I don’t is the very thing I do. The law was given to show us that the belief unto the flesh was sin. We can see this because it produced fruit unto death. When we see the works of the flesh we can see that is not the life of God. - The Life Of Our Design

· Rom. 7:21-25 – it wasn’t God that couldn’t give to you…it was the false belief system in that person that didn’t allow them to.
It isn’t what’s happened to you that caused the problems in your life, it is what you believed about what happened to you that is causing the problem. 
The holy spirit will lead you out of the pit. She will guide you into who you really are. - The Mother Heart of God
· Rom. 7:21-25 - The Apostle Paul comes at it from a bit of a different angle in his letter to the Romans, but in the latter part of Romans 7 Paul describes what the work of the devil looks like in a person's life. Paul talks about the body of death and the condemnation it worked in him, and then he describes how God destroyed the work of the devil by destroying the body of death in the resurrection of Jesus. 

Whereas before, my eye was sick, and I couldn’t comprehend that God was with me to clothe upon me with His life, and all I could see was the death and the fruit of death all around me. Now my eye is single, and all I see is God manifested in the flesh. Where my heart was once filled with fear, the love of God has been perfected in my heart. The love of God has circumcised my heart from fear. The death in the world can no longer separate me from the love of God.

If you find yourself feeling fear and anxiety over the tribulation in the world; if you find yourself fearful of the death in the earth and whether it will come upon you or your family. The answer is for your heart and your mind to be set on the indestructible life God has in Himself, that was manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. God anointed Jesus Christ of Nazareth to baptize you with a life that is as a fire that consumes death to uttermost, never ceasing till there is no more death anywhere in your bodies or in the earth.

All your fears come from your mind being filled with the life that’s in the world, and that’s because the life that’s in the world is filled with death.

As you pray with God about what He’s done to overcome death in the flesh. As you meditate on how God has abolished death and brought to light immortality in the resurrection of Jesus, the love of God will find you. Your heart will be circumcised from fear and it will be flooded with the fruit of the Spirit. The peace of God; the peace that passes understanding is found in partaking with God in a life that overcomes death. It's found in feeding on the word of a life that has beaten the grave and the tribulation in the world. - The Work of God 8/1/21

· Rom. 7:24 - Should we try to perfect the world through the strength of the flesh it will only produce more death and destruction. In trying to root out hatred we are producing more hatred. In trying to root out racism we are producing more racism. The apostle Paul speaking in Romans 7 about his desire to be cleansed from the body of death, says he observes a law in his members, that when he tries to enlist his own strength to be perfected from corruption, he not only is unable to perfect himself from corruption, but he actually brings forth more corruption. - Jesus Loves The Little Children 5/28/23

· Rom. 8:3 - In order for the eternal Son to rescue us from the death that held us captive, he would need to come in the likeness of sinful flesh, bare in his body the death that was the wages of our sin, so that in him shedding his blood, he can enter into our death, and condemn sin in the flesh through the body of his resurrection. Paul says in Romans 8:3 God did in Jesus, what the law couldn't do. God sanctified human flesh unto Himself; He perfected human flesh from death, once for all time, through the eternal Son. - Redemption Song 5/5/24

· Rom. 8:8 – the scripture that came under debate about God being pleased with us…you can’t become more pleasing to God based on what you do….Greg is more pleasing bc he is preaching….Paul is more pleasing….it’s hard for us to grasp but it’s true….otherwise we would boast about our works….then we would get into envy and vain glory and strife….stems from the false concept that we can be more pleasing to God.
You can’t be in the flesh if you have believed in Christ and him crucified. You are in the spirit. - Can A Believer Be In The Flesh?
· Rom. 8:9 – if not in spirit you are in the flesh. Flesh doesn’t mean you are sinning a lot, you are after the flesh if you believe you are supposed to follow rules to be right with God. So often we look at it like we are after the spirit if we feel shame. You cannot be in the flesh technically if you have accepted Jesus. You can be after the flesh though. The whole right of circumcision was that they were separated from their identity they found in the flesh. 
No wonder we don’t feel good about ourselves. We are going to something that has no good thing in it (the law). - Freedom From Sin
· Rom. 8:9-12 - The word debtor here isn’t talking about you owing someone a debt. How can you owe the flesh a debt? What's more if you did owe the flesh a debt, what does the payment look like?

A debtor can mean someone who owes something, but in the sense it’s used here, it means someone who is bound by something, or obliged to perform some duty. To be a debtor is to be enslaved by someone or something. It’s to come under the power, or the influence of something. It’s to be held by something. It’s to come under the reign of something, and because you are under its reign, it shapes your life; it orders your steps.

Someone who is addicted to something would be considered a debtor in this context. If you're addicted to drugs you're bound by the drugs, you're obliged to wake up everyday and try and find the drugs. In the sense of what the apostle Paul is getting at you would be a debtor to the drugs. You don't owe something to the drugs, but you are under the influence of the drugs. We can also be debtors to a job. When I worked at fac I was a debtor to fac. I didn't owe the job something … but the job ordered my steps … I was put to work by the job. To be a debtor to something means to be put to work by that thing.

Paul says we were debtors to the flesh, to live after the flesh. We were put to work by what we saw in our flesh and in the world around us. 2nd Cor 1:9 says we had the sentence of death in ourselves. Paul says in Romans we were slaves to sin. The wages of sin is death. We were enslaved by the death we saw in ourselves and in the earth. 

We can never be happy if we encounter death or any remnant of lack we think we see in our bodies or in the earth. God is the bounds of our habitation. We live and move and have our being in Him. We have a longing for eternity. We want to see God manifested in our flesh, and in the earth. We groan within ourselves desiring to see God's likeness manifested in our bodies and in the earth … well we saw death instead … we wanted to be perfected from the death … we wanted to be cleansed from death in the flesh. We wanted to be set apart from death unto life … that put us to work …. When you get a job, there’s a job description of the tasks you must perform … well the flesh became our taskmaster … it employed us for the purpose of eradicating death from our lives and from our bodies … and it wasn’t gainful employment. The wage we earned from trying to eradicate death from our lives wasn’t life, it was more death. 

The flesh was able to put us to work because we agree life is good and death is evil. We agree it’s good to be strong and have life, and it’s not good to be filled with weakness and corruption. We agree the fruit of God's life is good. We know it’s good to have life and it’s evil to not have life. Well we saw the body of death. We saw things in the world around us that's inconsistent with life. We felt things in our mortal bodies that were inconsistent with life. We saw death in our flesh. And that put us to work. It became a task master to us … we were debtors to the flesh. We were put to work by what we saw in our flesh; and the task the flesh gave us to perform was to eradicate death from our lives and decorate our lives with beauty. The entire world system revolves around being a debtor to the flesh …

Adam after the fall is a great example of what it is to be a debtor to the flesh; to live after the flesh. Adam saw his nakedness, and because of what he saw in his flesh, he was put to work, trying to cloth himself. Peter was a debtor to the flesh to live after the flesh. He picked up the sword, trying to preserve the life of Jesus.

Ok so mankind was enslaved by sin, living according to what we see in our flesh, taking our cue from the death we see in ourselves and in the world. Living our lives trying to perfect our flesh, and perfect the earth from the corruption we see. We were debtors to the flesh. - Redemption Song 5/5/24

· Rom. 8:11-13 - The deeds of the body are the works of the flesh. It’s the fruit that comes forth in a person should they look to their own hand to gather peace and love and joy to themselves. Paul says the body is dead because of sin. If you look to the body that is dead to try and produce life, the result will be the fruit of death/works of the flesh. 

Paul says it's through the Spirit the deeds of the body are mortified. We want to take what we know about the Holy Spirit, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit into account when we read Paul say its through the Spirit the deeds of the body can be mortified. Paul just said in Romans 8 the Spirit leads us to the place we cry out Abba. Jesus says he didn't come to speak of himself but his ministry was to reveal the Father to the world. Isaiah says Jesus is Immanuel, the revelation of God with us. Jesus says he will send another like unto himself. The one He will send will have the same ministry he has, to reveal the Father to the world. He says just as he didn’t come to speak of himself, the one He will send, the Comforter, will not speak of themselves, but will guide us into whatsoever things are revealed in him. The things that were revealed in Jesus is the revelation of the Father.

The Spirit mortifies the deeds of the body by giving us eyes to see God with us, loving our lives, serving us with the peace and the comfort we say is good. The Holy Spirit is commonly known in the scriptures as the presence of God. The Holy Spirit is God with us, Fathering in us the life we need. You don't cry out to God unless you see He is with you. You don't look to the comfort in God’s hand, in the day you need to be clothed in the fruit of the Spirit, unless you see God there with you; being good to you; speaking comfortably to you; holding out His hand towards you, gifting you with the life and the peace and the love and the joy you need. The Holy Spirit gives us eyes to see the Father with us serving us with the comfort we need. 

The Spirit mortifies the deeds of the body by comforting our flesh with the presence of the Father. The Spirit causes us to yield ourselves unto God; it causes us to give ourselves over into the Fathers loving embrace, instead of enlisting our own strength to gather peace to ourselves, and that heals our flesh from the deeds that come forth from a dying body. - Times of Refreshing From the Presence of the Father 10/9/22

· Rom. 8:12-17 - Notice in verse 16 Paul connects bondage with fear. There’s a spirit that is unto fear, and there is a spirit that is unto a person crying out Abba. There’s a spirit that is unto a person busying themselves with the weak and beggarly elements of the world, and there’s a spirit that is unto a person being filled with liberty.

There’s a movie named Braveheart I think fits with what we are talking about here. 

Braveheart is about a man named William Wallace. Now William Wallace was a Scottish guy, who lived in Scotland at a time when the Scottish people were enslaved to England. Everyone in Scotland had come under the fear of England … the fear of the harm that could come to them and their loved ones if they did not submit themselves to England's reign over them. Now this guy William Wallace became a man possessed with freedom when an English duke murdered his young wife, and he lost everything that mattered to him in the world. There’s a famous lyric from a Janis Joplin song that goes something like … “freedom’s just another word for nothing left to lose”. I’ve said it many times but I’m not sure you can preach the unadulterated gospel unless you’ve first lost everything and counted it as gain. 

So this guy William Wallace became a man possessed with liberty. He had no fear and was conquering all the armies of England and taking back all the Scots land, and through the legend of William Wallace the Scottish people were being delivered from the fear of England, and beginning to be filled with boldness. Well the King of England thought if he can capture this William Wallace guy, that is galvanizing the Scottish people, and make an example out of him in front of everyone , they could once again fill the people with fear and enslave them. What they wanted to do is to demonstrate in front of all the Scottish people that this guy, William Wallace, is afraid of what England can do to him. They wanted to make him beg for mercy in front of all the people so the fear of England could be reestablished in the hearts of the Scottish people. So they captured this guy William Wallace, and they tried to fill him with fear through the threat of torture. They said if he will just cry uncle in front of the people they will give him a quick death, but if he didnt beg for mercy they would torture him until he did. 

Now William Wallace did not have the spirit that was unto fear. He didn't love his life in the world, so he refused to beg for mercy. Well they strapped him down to a torture table in the midst of the public square and began torturing him in unspeakable ways to get him to beg for mercy in front of all the people. But, this guy William Wallace would not ask for mercy. The torture became so much that the people in the crowd began pleading mercy for him. Even his warrior friends, who fought with him the entire time, began to say just cry out mercy man. Then all of a sudden the guy leading the torture sees that William Wallace wants to say something, so he stops the torture and tells the crowd, the prisoner wants to say something, thinking William Wallace is going to cry out for mercy. In that moment William Wallace gathers up whatever breath he still had, they had cut out his insides, and with that last breath he cries out FRREEEDOMMM. 

I see a lot of parallels between William Wallace and Jesus.

Jesus was born of a woman; born under the law of sin and death. He shows up as the champion of mankind; the hero of the world; not filled with fear; delivering people from the fear of death by sending sin away from people. The devil said I am going to crucify the Son of God in the midst of the people, and sting him with fear, so the spirit of fear can dwell in mankind, and they are enslaved to me for all eternity. Satan wanted Jesus to submit to fear in the midst of the great congregation so we would be in bondage to him all our days through fear of death. Satan brutalized Jesus; beating him beyond recognition; he pressed a crown of thorns into his head; he had him carry a wooden cross up the hill of Calvary, and then nailed him to that cross by his wrists and his feet … torturing our messiah in our midst to fill him with the fear of death. But Satan's plan backfired. As the scripture says death had nothing in Jesus. Death could not put him in bondage to the weak and beggarly elements of the world because fear was not able to be conceived in his heart. He did not have the spirit that was unto fear. He did not have the spirit that could not comprehend God that was there with Him in the midst of this. He had the Spirit of adoption. The Spirit Jesus shared with the Father from the beginning gave him eyes to see he wasn’t alone on the cross; he saw the Father was with him; he saw a table full of life prepared for him. And just as William Wallace did not submit unto fear but cried out freedom with his last breath. Jesus was not submitted to the fear of death but cried out Abba with his last breath. He cried out Abba because he saw Abba was there Shepherding his life. 

Now do you know what happened after William Wallace cried out Freedom? Something powerful happened. The King of England’s plan to instill fear in the hearts of the Scottish people backfired. Something happened to all the Scottish people that day William Wallace cried out Freedom with his last breath. His words pierced the hearts of all the people there, and his spirit, the same spirit that was in him, the spirit that was not filled with fear unto bondage, but was filled with boldness and freedom was born in all the people in that crowd and in all of Scotland. They were animated with the spirit of freedom, and were delivered from the spirit of fear that left them in bondage to England, and they were liberated from the bondage of England. 

Just as those guys had the same spirit that was in William Wallace. We have the same spirit that was in Jesus. The same spirit that was in Jesus when he cried out Abba has been poured out on all flesh. We have the Spirit of the Son; the same Spirit that sees God with us; having prepared a table full of life for us; giving us eyes to see that even though we may be in a world shadowed with death; God is present with us having overflowed our cup with the wine of His life.

Paul says we have not been given a spirit that tells us God’s face is hid from us; we have not been given the spirit that says to us our affliction is a sign God is not with us, and abhorring us. But, we’ve been given the same Spirit that was in the Lord Jesus. The Spirit that cries out Abba because it sees He is there in the midst of the tribulation, serving us with His life.

The Spirit we’ve been given through Jesus causes us to stand fast in liberty. It keeps us from being submitted to the weak and beggarly elements of the world because it gives us eyes to see God with us Shepherding our lives. The moment we can be tempted through death we see God there serving us with His life, and that keeps us from the weak and beggarly elements of the world. As it is written the Lord is my Shepherd I come behind in no good thing. I see He is present with me always, Shepherding my life, and that causes me to lie down, that quiets my heart from the fear that's in the world through death. - Freedom 2/27/22

· Rom. 8:14-17 - The way you suffer with Jesus is by partaking with him in the faith that was in his heart as he was being crucified.

The Spirit adopts us. The Spirit leads us to the place where our hearts cry out Abba. The Spirit leads us to the place where we know that we know God is our Father, and we go to rest in His love. The Spirit testifies to our spirits that we are the children of God. How does the Spirit do that? The Spirit testifies to us that we have inherited God. The Spirit tells us we have inherited the life of the Father; the same life that manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Life. The Holy Spirit testifies to our hearts that our life is from above. The Spirit testifies to our hearts that the life we possess in these earthen vessels is from the Father of Lights in heaven. The Spirit testifies to us that our lives are not born of the strength of the flesh, or the will of man, or the things of this world; they are born of the Father and the life He has in Himself. We have the Spirit that adopts us; that corrals us into the life of God. The Spirit testifies to us that God Himself abides in us; that the seed of God's incorruptible life abides in us. The Spirit shows us God has anointed us with His life, a life that overcomes death in the flesh, and that causes us to walk in the power of Sonship. 

When we say we are the children of God we are declaring something about our life, and where it comes from. We are declaring our life isn’t earthy. We are saying our life isn’t born of dust. It's not born of this world or the things or the happenings of this world. When we say God is our Father we are declaring our life is made up of a heavenly substance, the same substance that is in the Father Himself; that overcame sin and death in the flesh of Jesus. 

The power that was supplied to Jesus as he walked this earth was on account of the life he shared with the Father from the beginning being lifted up in his heart instead of the deadness and corruption he saw in the world. The power to walk in Sonship is derived from your sight being filled with the immortality that came to light in Jesus. We can see the same life Jesus saw as he walked in this world. We can say the same thing Jesus said when he said he was from above. - The Power to Walk In Your Identity 8/14/22

· Rom. 8:15 - Paul says in Romans 8 God has not given us a spirit of fear again unto bondage, but has given us the Spirit of Adoption, the Holy Spirit. The spirit of fear is the old spirit. The Spirit of Adoption is the new Spirit. Paul says God has given us a new Spirit, the Spirit of Adoption, and this new Spirit reveals the love the Father has for us, and leads us to the place, where we cry out Abba. Crying out Abba is what it means to walk in the statutes and judgments of God.

God declared through the death and resurrection of Jesus, that He is the Father we need. He revealed in the cross and the resurrection that He has taken thought to give our lives the kind of care they need. He performed a work that is exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think. He took captive, the death that held us in captivity, by the might in His hand. And He has given us His Spirit, so we can comprehend Him, and the goodness in His heart towards us. The Holy Spirit sanctifies God’s name in our hearts. The Spirit cleanses God’s image from the death that’s in the world, and that's how the Holy Spirit leads us to the place where we see God is with us to be the Father we need. - A Heart After God’s Own Heart 5/22/22

· Rom. 8:16 - At the heart of every attack by the devil, there is an accusation. He has to convince you that you are not righteous.
The Holy Spirit is trying to convict you of your righteousness. That is what he is trying to register with you, not sin. 
Rom. 8:16 – the spirit itself is bearing witness with our spirit, this talks about the purpose of the holy spirit. - The Lord Our Justifier
· Romans 8:18-23 - These verses are talking about what God had in mind in Genesis. - The Manifestation of the Children of God 9/1/24

· Romans 8:24-25 – talking about hope. When Paul talks about seeing something, it’s not in our mind's eye, he’s talking about something that has not manifested in the here and now. He’s not saying God is not working it out but he hasn’t seen the full manifestation…if it’s already manifested, there is no need for hope. Our culture's idea of hope is that it might happen..acts as though there is uncertainty as to if it will happen. Biblical hope is a certainty that just hasn’t manifested. Biblical hope is a confident expectation that it will happen. - The Sweet Fruit of Patience 3/13
· Romans 8:31-39 – Paul isn’t saying who cares if you feel the love of God. He’s saying there is something that can cause us to overcome anything in this world. - How God Conquers the Stumbling block to Man Experiencing His Love - 9/20/15
· Rom. 8:35-39 - Our hope can become on the things of this world if we’re not careful.
This is about how we can deal with tribulation in this world. We can find that we can be more than conquerors over anything we face. Whether it be we lost anything, or anything that comes to try to bring death. Jesus can strengthen us to overcome. This is what Paul talked about in Romans 8.
Greg used to read those verses and say it sounds good but what is he talking about…I don’t feel like that. A conqueror means the pain has come but it has been squashed. Paul said we can be more than a conqueror even in the midst of these things. But it doesn’t come by self effort, confession, meditating, etc. Don’t meditate on the letter but meditate on the spirit. This is what will strengthen you to overcome. 
The most powerful thing that can help us get free from the pain our circumstances are bringing us is to be stirred up about a truth we already know. This life as a son involves fellowship with God. When we press in, we fellowship around the truth. In the past, he would be like well I’ve heard that before ... but the truth doesn’t change or lose it’s effectiveness…the purpose of this message is not to make light of any pain you are feeling but to take your eyes off of your circumstances and put them back on Christ. So that you can find peace, joy, love, kindness, meekness, even while you are in the midst of your trials. 
You don’t need your circumstances to look good to experience love, joy, peace, etc. 
We start to think if only this thing would change that it would be well…but we are looking to find life in our circumstances when we do that. 
The wisdom in the world tries to come to us in our trials and tempt us to think that if things aren’t going well then we can’t find peace, joy, love, etc. 
The wisdom of the world tries to tell Greg if only the seats were filled in his church, then he could have peace, joy, etc. God has come to circumcise us from that belief. Life is not found in these things but life is found in Christ. 
It’s not a negative thing to be reminded of the truth or have a need for that. If we get caught in trying to magnify our circumstances, what happens is that circumstance is not filled with life and can’t minister life to you. This does not mean we are immature. Even Paul had to be reminded of the truth. 
We begin to sink further into our circumstances when we focus on them. Just like Peter on the water, when he took his eyes off Christ he started sinking. 
Nobody would think our circumstances would overtake Jesus. If we can see the living hope that Jesus had, we can find that it’s still us but Christ dwelling in us and that same persuasion that he had to help us overcome in the same way He did. 
God didn’t come to give you life in the things of this world. He doesn’t come to minister life to us with things that don’t have life. But in the midst of our circumstances we just want those things to change. 
The reason we feel hopeless sometimes is because there is no hope in our circumstances being able to give us life. 
The way Greg preaches can never give him life. 
My strength is sufficient for you. That is what God ministered to Paul when he had the thorn in the flesh. 
If we find life in circumstances we will be tossed to and fro. It’s not wrong to want our circumstances to change and talk to God about it…just don’t focus on the circumstance…focus on God. 
We don’t despise people for feeling the pain but we come with a word that can dissolve the pain. - Hope On A Slippery Slope 7/26/15
· Romans 8:37-38 – nothing can separate us from the love of God. The only thing that can make you feel like that is if you believe it, but even then it’s available. - God’s Way Of Doing Things
· Rom. 8:37-38 - Paul says the same thing in Romans 8:37-38 (Jesus wasn’t ashamed at the cross)  when he says nothing can separate him from the love of God. Neither peril, nor shipwreck, nor beatings, nor persecutions, neither life or death, can keep him from seeing God in his flesh. Paul knew there is no situation which he’ll be ashamed. Whether shipwrecked, whether encountering peril, or the sword, or famine, or he lives or dies, in none of those things will he be ashamed. None of those things can keep Christ from manifesting his life in Paul. 

Paul saw the sufferings of this present world are nothing compared to the Christ that dwells in him. He saw the glory that is Christ's life far surpasses the weakness he can experience in the world, and in his mortal body. He saw the life of Christ, that was dwelling in him, is so glorious that it will swallow whatever he encounters in this world with the love of God. Like the psalmist Paul was persuaded that even should his bed be made in the grave, there was no place that exists that could keep the life of Christ from being made manifest in him. - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· Rom. 8:38-39 - As Paul says in Romans 8 nothing can separate me from the love of God. Paul’s explaining what it is to have the mind of Christ. He says death can no longer blind me to the Father’s love. How can the death in the world work condemnation in me. How can the peril and the sword and the famine and shipwreck tell me God isn't with me, or that He has left me as a lamb being led away to the slaughter. I see God has drawn near to me and condemned the body of death that was condemning me, in Jesus’ death and resurrection. How can the deadness continue to tell me God isn't with me. I see Jesus and I see God with me serving me with His life. 

Death isn’t a figment of the imagination. It's very real & needed to be overcome in our bodies. It's not a gnostic gospel we are believing in, where we say the only problem is in our heads. Yes, what we believed was a problem, but what we believed came from a death that is very real and needed to be physically conquered in our bodies. 

The only way we can be set free from the death and condemnation that comes from the carnal mind is if we can see the death the carnal mind reasons from overcome in the flesh of Jesus by God’s life. That will destroy the reasoning and thoughts of the carnal mind, and will save us from the condemnation the death in the world tries to serve us with. - I Can See Clearly Now The Death Is Gone 11/21/21

· Rom. 9:8-11 - Predestined. You’re predestined. I’m predestined. God predestined something for all creation. Predestination and election in the scriptures aren’t the same thing. There's certainly a correlation between the two, but they aren’t the same. 

Predestination is the Holy calling. It’s what God has called us to. It’s God’s will for mankind and creation. It’s what God dreamt for you before the foundation of the world. Before mankind could do anything right or wrong; before Adam could eat from the tree of life or the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God thought of His desire for your life, and how you would be able to hit the mark He has for your life.

Predestination is talking about the mark God had for mankind when He made them, and the election is how God purposed in Himself to bring it about. 

Predestination and election doesn't mean God determined your fate for you, whether you like it or not. Yes, God predetermined all of creation to find its conclusion in His likeness. But, should someone despise the riches of God's mercy and reject the grace in His hand, they can fashion themselves for destruction.

It’s like with my dad. Even when I was still in my mother’s womb, my father was dreaming of my life, and all the goodness He wanted for me, and the ways I could attain to that goodness. My Father may predetermine what he wants for my life, and he may decide what can make His dream come true. But my fate is decided by whether or not I reject His will.

What's happened is predestination has been made into God deciding peoples fate for them. It’s been turned into God arbitrarily choosing some people for eternal destruction, and some people for everlasting life. It comes primarily from misunderstanding the context of Romans 9. Ironically the very verses Paul uses to explain to the jewish people that God doesn't choose some and not others, has been used to teach God chooses some and not others. The election the apostle Paul talks about isn’t that God elects some people & not others. It’s that God chose before the foundation of the world we would be conformed to the image of His Son by Him and His grace, and not by our works. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Rom. 9:11 - The election Paul talks about here is God saying “Let Us”. It’s not an arbitrary election. The only way mankind can be deified with God, is if God brings it forth Himself. He’s the only immortal. No man can approach His light. If anyone or anything is going to find themselves wrapped in God's light, it would by necessity have to be by His right hand. It would have to be by His eternal Son and Spirit. Just as it would be by the doing of the vine that a branch can bear fruit ….. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Rom. 9:11-13 - Paul isn't saying God loved the person of Jacob and contrariwise hated the person of Esau. Paul’s talking about the way of Jacob and the way of Esau. Esau was the firstborn, and by the strength of being the firstborn according to the flesh, he was supposed to receive the blessing of the firstborn. If you read the scriptures it says Esau sold his birthright for what he could gain from one morsel of meat. Esau looked to the strength of the flesh. He looked to what he could gain from his works for godliness. God hated the way of Esau because the end of Esau’s way is cursing and death. That's why Jeremiah says cursed is the man who makes flesh his arm. 

Jacob, wasn’t the firstborn according to the flesh. According to the strength of the flesh, and the wisdom of the world, he wasn't supposed to be able to inherit the blessing of the firstborn. But Jacob grasped after the blessing of the firstborn, not considering the wisdom of the world, or the strength of the flesh. Jacob said in his heart it is by grace, not the strength of the flesh, that I will inherit the blessing of the first born. God loved the way of Jacob because He’s not willing for any to perish. God loved the way of Jacob because His heart is for everyone to inherit the blessing of the firstborn from the dead. - - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Rom. 9:14-24 - Paul’s not saying God will force some people to experience mercy and He will force some people to harden their hearts. Paul is saying those who despise the riches of God’s goodness will harden their hearts when they hear of His grace, and those who love the riches of God’s goodness will experience God's mercy.

Pauls says in Romans 2 there’s no respect of persons with God. God is abundant in mercy towards everyone. He pours out His mercy on everyone. Just as the scripture says God poured out His Spirit of Grace on all flesh. It’s just that the mercy of God isn't loved by all people. Pharoah found no place in his heart for repentance when Moses came speaking the grace of God. The Pharisees rejected Jesus and his mercy for sinners, while the sinners grabbed ahold of it for dear life. Jesus preached the same word to everyone. For those who despised the riches of God's goodness, the more Jesus spoke, the more hard their hearts grew. Jesus didn’t make their hearts hard. It’s just the more Jesus spoke grace, the more calloused the people who rejoiced in their works became. 

Theodoret a 5th century bishop is quoted saying “The sun, by the force of its heat, moistens the wax and dries the clay, softening the one and hardening the other; and as this produces opposite effects by the same power, so, through the long-suffering of God, which reaches to all, some receive good and others evil, some are softened and others hardened.” - (Theodoret, quaest. 12 in Ex.))

The very same manifestation of God's mercy leads in the case of the one to salvation and life, and in that of the other to judgment and death, because he hardens himself against that mercy. You can see the same dynamic in the account of the prodigal son and the older brother. The Father was merciful towards both brothers. To the prodigal it was received with joy and gladness. But to the older brother it was unto gnashing of teeth and outer darkness.

If you look at the letter to the Romans, chapter 9 isn't the 1st time Paul describes a vessel fitted for wrath, and what that looks like. In Romans 1 Paul describes a vessel fitted for wrath when he says the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth, and worship the creature instead of the creator. Paul describes a vessel fitted for wrath as someone who exchanges the truth for a lie. He says God gives them over to a reprobate mind. Paul doesn't say God gave the vessels fitted for wrath a reprobate mind. What he says is God gave them over to the reprobate mind they chose, and refused to turn from. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Rom. 9:30 - Why is the church not walking in the blessings? Because they don’t know how righteous they are.
Those who sought righteousness by the law never attained it. Why? Because it can only be attained through faith. That is a huge problem in the church today. We think if we can follow the commandments, we will be righteous.
People seeking righteousness in their own strength were ignorant of God’s righteousness. 
The law demands holiness, but it does not supply it. - The Purpose of the Law
· Rom. 9:30 - There are different kinds of righteousness the Bible talks about.
Rom. 9:30 – the righteousness of faith
Think of balancing scales that are even when thinking about right standing. That is right standing. One side is the same as the other. God on one side and man on the other. What makes us have equality? The scales cannot be balanced by the fruit we have in our life or our behavior. Under the law we tried to balance the scales by performing the law. We can never balance the scale that way. You have to match up the weight. The scales can only be balanced by us being in the same spirit. 
The cross was a representation of God’s love. Love and anger are opposites. 
Abraham had right standing because he had the same mind. 
Where is it that God is standing? In standing where He stands we’ll have right standing. Where does He dwell? This is the place we can all find right standing. 
Home is where the heart is. We satisfy every desire God has ever had for a family, for eternal life, etc. We satisfy every desire of God. 
God sees no need to scrutinize you. He has never known you according to what you do. He has invited you into the place He dwells so that it can be unto your right standing with Him. 
We have totally missed it when we define right standing by if we are acceptable to him. The cross is proof that we are acceptable to Him. You don’t die like that for somebody you think is not valuable. He said let me die away their death. God did not come to save us from Himself. He came to save us from death. 
Jesus’ right standing with God is not based on Him fulfilling the law. We are not clothed with His good behavior. 
Right standing also speaks of two beings finding their likeness in each other. 
When we are standing in the wrong place it’s not about us being ugly to him it’s just we are standing somewhere we shouldn’t be. Standing in a place that is contrary to our design.
Righteousness has existed from the beginning. It entered the earth through Jesus but was there before that. That is what allowed him to resist sin. He was already of the mind of God. It strengthened him with grace to resist sin unto death. 
God is not of the spirit that you could find right standing with him thru the law even if you could do it perfectly. You can’t have righteousness carnally. 
Jesus’ behavior was a result of the right standing He had with the Father from the beginning. 
Rom. 9:30-31 – 
Adam said I am because of what I do. God was of the mind that you are because of who I am. The moment he ate of the tree He opted a wisdom no longer of God. He was working from the sweat of his brow. Adam was no longer filled with the right mindset. God wasn’t adding up the good and bad he was doing.
Satan wanted the place that was ours in the Godhead. - The Righteousness That Exists In The Godhead
· Rom. 10:5-12 - Notice Paul says righteousness and salvation are near you. Just like Jesus says repent for the kingdom of God is near …. Paul says the power to partake of the kingdom is in your heart and in your mouth. He says it’s by faith a person believes, and that’s how they inherit the kingdom.
Paul’s not teaching you can create your world with your words. Faith isn't talking about, I will use my own ability to bring forth things, and through those things I am partaking of the kingdom of God. It’s not like a vision board. Where you say your dreams and lusts for the things of this world, are now what you call the kingdom of God, and you are into what’s called manifestation, and you are trying to use your ability to visualize what you want in this world, in order to bring it forth. 

Recently I’ve seen a lot of christians falling prey to the gospel of quantum physics. Where they are looking to themselves and the truth they are created in the image of God, to manipulate their design, and bring forth life themselves. Listen, you didn’t create yourself; you can’t create eternal life; neither can you create anything that can satisfy your desire for the fruit of eternal life. You aren’t immortal by nature, you have a beginning, you were made a partaker of the divine nature by grace, if you’ve believed on the Lord Jesus. You didn’t create the heavens and the earth; you weren’t there when God created the heavens and the earth. If you remember when God was questioning Job one of the first things God pointed out is that Job was not there with Him in the beginning when HE created everything. We can bring forth some things by working our design because we are the image of God. I mean nimrod built what looked like a strong tower, but it couldn't provide refuge. Cain built a city but it was no sanctuary from the destruction that came upon the world built on the shoulders of a perishable life.

Paul says it's with the heart we believe unto the kingdom of God. Listen, this faith is not of ourselves. We don’t work it up, it's a gift from God. The faith will cause the kingdom of God to appear to you, and in you comes by hearing and hearing by the word that was made flesh in Christ.

Faith is God. Faith paints a picture of God. It puts God on display in your midst so you can behold the Father, Son, and Spirit, and the life and fellowship they have in themselves, and be immersed in their life and their fellowship. As we behold the goodness of God, the faith that came in Jesus Christ, our hearts cry out Abba, and we are immersed in the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

You don’t have to perform to try and climb into heaven to grab ahold of God, and you don’t have to do things to descend down into the grave and conquer death yourself. It’s in your heart and in your mouth. You see God in the faith that came in Jesus, and you cry out Abba, committing your life into God's hand, because you see the love He has for you. The kingdom is within. - The Kingdom is Within 11/24/24

· Rom. 10:9 – if you confess with your mouth and believe in your heart, that God raised Jesus from the dead. // Paul is pulling verses from Deut ch. 30. - The Faithfulness of God Towards Man
· Rom. 10:17 – Faith comes by hearing. What does that mean? Paul is talking about faith. He quotes Isaiah, Lord who hath believed our report (Ch. 53). It would be much more accurate to insert the word report instead of hearing. What was that report talking about? The report about Jesus. Now we have an idea about what brings faith. The greek word by, denotes the source or origin of something. The source of faith comes from the report about Jesus. 
When the Saints score, the scoreboard puts up 7 points. Did the scoreboard make the touchdown? No. What was the source? The player. It’s impossible for 7 points to show up if they don’t score a touchdown. If we don’t know the source of our faith, it will lead to a lot of frustration. The answer to the frustration is the report about Jesus. It means everything involved in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. What did that accomplish? It accomplished the source of our everything. 
If you build it they will come. What was the source of them coming? The ballpark. 
Where does the report about Jesus come from? God’s Word. 
The Gospel is grace. Jesus came so that we could be clothed in grace, from the sayings of God. 
GLT – so that faith comes by the report about Jesus and the report of Jesus from the sayings of God. - How To Activate Your Faith, 2011
· Rom. 10:17 – faith comes by hearing, the same word hearing is the word Isaiah used for report. There has to first be a report, the report needs to be established before faith can be born in their heart. God is busy establishing a report so that faith can come. God revealed the heart that was from the beginning, so that faith could come.
In the resurrection of Jesus, God declared to mankind that they are as they ought to be as his children, in order that the persuasion in the heart could be as it ought to be. Our heart should be filled with how much God loves us, his life, his intent to raise us up to glory and honor. 
In order for the truth to dwell in our hearts, it first has to be declared to us.
God is like a master artist and Jesus is his paint brush. He paints a picture of a report and his heart with Jesus. He paints a picture of the faith He has in himself, so that we could believe on that and then their heart now becomes God’s heart.
Was the faith that Jesus died for our sins before or after the cross? 
Do we make use of that which is true? That is the question. 
Jesus is the testimony of every human being that could ever be on the earth.
How can you grab a hold of something if it isn’t there?
We do not create a truth with our belief. We grab a hold of something that has been true from the beginning when we believe and we make use of that truth. That is what it means to be justified by faith. 
The one who makes the accusation is the one who has the burden of proving it. Satan is saying something but God is saying something too. God has a burden of proof too and that is of no doubt. God’s perfect love casts out all fear. The only way you would have any fear of condemnation is if you have doubt.
Evidence and jury box talked about. We are in the jury box. As we are sitting there, exposed to this testimony, this pre-existing truth called justification, something is happening to us, we become persuaded, it’s as if the person we see is the son of God and their face changes to our face, and we come to see we are a child of God.
When we receive it’s because something grabs a hold of us first. We see it and want it, then we grab it. This is metanoia – a Greek word from which we get repentance. We think this is something we have to do. Repentance is something that happens to us as a result of being persuaded. - Justification In The Spirit Of Prophecy 5/3/15
· Rom. 10:17 - So Paul says the law was until faith came. Romans 10:17 says faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Jesus is the word of God. Faith came into the earth through Jesus. There's a faith that's of Jesus. Paul calls it the faith of him. The faith that came forth from him. Paul says he lives the life he has now in the flesh by the faith of the Son of God. There's a faith that came into the earth through Jesus. It’s called the faith of the Son of God because it entered the earth by the Son of God laying down his life for us. The faith that came in Jesus Christ is the more sure word of prophecy. It paints a clear picture of Everlasting Father for the world to see. - The Faith of the Son of God 6/18/23

· Rom. 11:30-32 - Obedience is obeying the gospel in the NT, obedience of faith. I am the way the truth and the life.
When you think you are not obeying you feel like God is disappointed with you
Rom. 11:30-32 – It was faith that made the gentiles obedient. The Jews sought but didn’t obtain a right standing with God bc they didn’t seek it thru faith, they thought if they were obedient to the law they would be right with God, that is not what makes a person right with God. - Obedience In The New Covenant
· Rom. 12:1 – your reasonable service /// we interrupt this from a carnal perspective and say it is our duty to give up the things we like because after all we owe it to him. We think we have to tell people that they have to serve God, he died on the cross, it’s your reasonable service to go to Africa, etc, whether you want to or not. We can’t pay a debt we owe God, but thank God we don’t owe God a debt. 
The real interpretation is – it is the logical thing to do to present your body a living sacrifice. Why? Because it is to see yourself crucified to the law guy, that I can be justified by what I do. It sets you free and gives you life, the logical thing to do is believe on Jesus as opposed to what I can do for God.
Two systems – what I can do to be pleasing to God, or I am pleasing to God. The logical one to pick is that you are pleasing to God. You are dead to the law man, dead to Adam. One gives you life and one gives you death, the logical thing is to say yes Father I will believe the beautiful word you have spoken about me in Jesus. Then you will be strengthened with grace and then you desire to minister to people, it’s not that you have to, then it’s not even thru your own ability but the spirit of grace will manifest out of you naturally bc you choose to believe on Jesus and not your own ability to get it right thru the flesh.
We are not employees to God. We don’t have to do these things because we are afraid he will fire us.
Spiritual gifts are given to immerse people in the love of God, the fellowship of love in the Godhead, so the body of Christ can be built up. We can have the same fellowship one with another the same way the Godhead does. - Freedom For Spiritual Gifts 1-5
· Rom. 12:1-2 – What does present your body a living sacrifice mean? It’s not by what we do. Do it by what you believe. Romans 6 Paul talks about a person who presents their body to God and a person who presents their body to sin. He’s referencing something he already talked about here. When you obey the gospel you have presented your body a living sacrifice to God. - God’s Perfect Will For Your Life

· Rom. 12:2 - The word reasonable means logically in the Romans 12:2 verse. It’s logical to believe the gospel so you can find your holiness in Christ. It’s logical because it’s a free gift. It doesn’t make any sense to reject it. 
People are not saved because they have not been presented with the logical thing to accept.
Don’t try to convince atheists of God, but ask them if they have ever considered the below.
Let atheists talk to you about what you believe but ask them if they ever considered that was God in you drawing you away from a false church. That thing they may be able to believe. Maybe that is the world’s picture of God. 
The bigger beauty is the glory he has put in us when compared to the cross, even though the cross was beautiful. Connect your emotions to that so the perfect will of God can manifest. 
God has only called us to believe in Him. That is all He has called us to do. - God’s Perfect Will For Your Life
· Rom. 12:2 – renewing your mind is not talking about sin, offer your body as a living sacrifice
Many times we left the belief system of what we can do to be acceptable to God and not knowingly make that our God. i.e. – confession. What’s your God when you believe that, God or your confession?
Repentance in the Bible is repenting from the belief system that anything that you do right or wrong will get you either justified or condemned by God. - The Truth About Repentance
· Rom. 12:2 - The world uses shame to try and conform you to its wisdom. That's the only way it can conform you to its likeness. It tries to compel you to fashion yourself in the likeness of what it says is good. It wants you to be both the potter and the clay. The creature and the creator. It wants to take you from rest. It wants to compel you to create yourself in the image of what is good. The world presents you with what it says is good, and then uses shame to try and compel you to fashion yourself according to what is strong after the flesh; wise after the flesh; noble after the flesh. - N/A

· Rom. 12:2 - The apostle Paul says in Romans 12 do not be conformed to the world. The wisdom of the world says you are your own workmanship, and you can create yourself in the likeness of what the world says is good and right. The world presents you with the image of what it says is good. It says it’s good to be wise according to the flesh; noble according to the flesh; strong according to the flesh, and because that’s what’s good; that’s the likeness you need to be found in. 

The world uses shame to try and conform you to its wisdom. That's the only way it can conform you to its likeness. It tries to compel you to fashion yourself in the likeness of what it says is good. It wants you to be both the potter and the clay. The creature and the creator. It wants to take you from rest. It wants to compel you to create yourself in the image of what is good. The world presents you with what it says is good, and then uses shame to try and compel you to fashion yourself according to what is strong after the flesh; wise after the flesh; noble after the flesh. - Found In His Likeness 3/16/25

· Rom. 12:3-8 - You might say Yes that’s the way to have eternal life but we need to live right, and lead godly lives on earth. We need to serve.

Yes, and the power to see all those things manifest in our lives is contained in the same faith that was revealed in Jesus on the cross. In Romans 12 when Paul talks about the different gifts and offices people have in the church, he says the grace that produces those things in people comes from the measure of faith God gave to every person in Christ. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Rom. 14:17 – the kingdom of god is not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the holy ghost. 
You are seeking something inside and what that is, is the peace and joy. - Seek First the Kingdom of God
· Rom. 14:23 - Paul says later in Romans 14 anything not of faith is sin. If we think the Christian faith is how we must perform these things so we can be godly, the power behind what we are doing is not faith, it's sin. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Rom. 16:1-2 - In Romans 16 Paul mentions several women involved in ministering to people. One of the women Paul mentions, Phebe, is said to be a servant to the church. The word servant means specifically a Christian teacher and pastor (technically a deacon or deaconess): - deacon, minister, servant. Notice how the definition itself allows for the word to speak of a female by including deaconess in the meaning of the word.

Paul goes on to say Phoebe is a succorer of many. One of the meanings of the Greek word for succourer is 1) a woman set over others. 2) a female guardian, protectress, patroness, caring for the affairs of others and aiding them with her resources. - Saved By Childbirth 5/12/24

1rst Corinthians 

· 1 Cor. 1:18-31 - Jesus says in the sermon on the mount that the greatest in the kingdom, which is slang for the one who is rabbi; the one who is master; the one who has the words of life. Will not just teach their doctrine about the way unto godliness but they will prove it to be true. 

1 Cor. 1:18-31

The apostle Paul says God made foolish the wisdom of the world at the cross. 

Paul goes on to say the world by its own wisdom was not able to know God. 

The world wanted to know God, and what the world said is it’s the strong; it’s the wise; it’s the noble that can know God.

But, the strong of the world; the wise of the world; the noble of the world were never able to know God. 

Now because the world was not able to know God by its own wisdom. What happened is God came and made the wisdom of the world look foolish at the cross.

Knowing God isn’t talking about knowing of God. It isn't about just having the knowledge that God exists. When Paul talks about knowing God he is talking about an experiential knowing. He is talking about a knowing that comes from having experienced something first hand. 

If I think of a roller coaster. You can know of a roller coaster and not know the roller coaster. You can know there is such a thing as space mountain or you can know space mountain because you’ve been on that roller coaster yourself. 

In Genesis it says Adam knew Eve and she bore him a Son. The knowing there is talking about being intimately acquainted with something because you’ve experienced it yourself.

There’s a cliche that says try walking a mile in my shoes. The implication is that you can really get to know someone if you are able to experience their life.

Jesus put on corruptible human flesh and became intimately acquainted with us because he tasted our weakness and our suffering himself. He was intimately acquainted with the thoughts that came to us and the things we felt because he experienced the same death we experienced.

When Paul talks about knowing God he’s talking about having intimacy with God through His life. He’s talking about walking a mile in God’s shoes. He’s talking about experiencing God's life yourself. He’s talking about being one with God and His eternal life.

Now the world through its own wisdom was not intimate with eternal life. The world was not intimate with God or the fruit of His eternal life. The world was not able to know God because it was trying to experience His life through its own wisdom.

So God was like man I brought these guys forth from my loins so they could experience My life. But, they are not able to experience Me; they are not able to know me because they are trying to be intimate with my life through the strength contained in their own hand. So God said to Himself let us show them the wisdom of the world can never give them intimacy with Us or Our eternal life so they can know Us.

But, the cross is also about God reasoning with us. Talking with us. Telling us the reason He conceived us was so we can be intimate with Him and the eternal life He has in Himself. God is with us at the cross telling us He wants us to experience all that He is and the life He has in Himself, that we being filled with all His fullness can comprehend the height, and the depth, and width of His love, and through that know Him.

It's God with us at the cross telling us “you cannot know Me or my eternal life through the strength you can gain from the world; or the wisdom you can gain from the world; or the good reputation you can gain from the world. It's not being strong according to the world; or wise according to the world; or noble according to the world that is the power unto knowing Me and tasting the fruit of my life. - The Story of the Cross 7/26/20

· 1 Cor. 1:25 - The man who took on the belief system that I am what I do died at the cross
God made the wisdom of man foolish on the cross
1 Cor 1 – God made the wisdom of man foolish /// How did He do that? What is the wisdom of the world? I am what I do, I am defined by what I do. I will have God’s quality of life, I will justify myself by my ability to perform carnal commandments. 
Jesus entered into our logic to show us how absurd it was. He did it to show us that our wisdom is foolishness. How did he do that? When Jesus became flesh and hung on the cross, He became the result of our logic, the fruit of the logic Adam took on in the Garden. The result is death. So we can see the thing we are believing in, resulting in this horrible death. - The Faithfulness of God Towards Man
· 1 Cor. 1:25 - Paul says in 1st Corinthians 1 God made foolish the wisdom of the world through the cross. Paul goes on to say he purposed to know nothing in their midst save Jesus Christ and him crucified. He purposed to know no other doctrine in the midst of the church except Christ crucified. He says what is seen in Christ on the cross is the wisdom of God and the power of God. Within what is seen in Christ on the cross is contained the wisdom that is unto life and godliness, and the power for life and godliness to be made manifest in people.

Paul learned his doctrine from Christ crucified. He learned from the cross it’s not by the strength of the flesh. It's not by what I see in this flesh, that I can be exalted unto life. It's not the good fruit I can produce for God that will cause me to overcome sin and death in the flesh. It's not my ability to perform the works of the law. It's not my service that will exalt me to life and godliness. It's not Calvin’s perverted view of predestination that will exalt me to life and godliness. It's not the preterist doctrine that will cause me to overcome sin in the flesh. It's not the Hebrew roots doctrines that will justify me with God's life. It's not the doctrine of universalism that will serve me with the kingdom of God. It's not by gathering the good of this world to myself through my much positive confession that I’ll be justified with life. It is by simply calling upon the name of the Lord. It's by simply believing on the goodness of the Father to do a work to serve me with life and godliness. Its by simply looking to the Father and His work, and the lamb He provided, that will cause sin and death to pass over me. Godliness is your inheritance not something you strive to perform. It's made manifest by simply looking to God to Father His life in you by the power of His lamb.

How do we know this is what the Christian faith is all about? Why is it we believe it? Why is it that Paul and the other apostles believed this? 

It was put to the test in Jesus. It was tried in the fire and proved, to see what it was all about. We see the substance of the faith that was in Jesus’ heart, when his flesh was put to rest on the cross, and he was raised from the dead in glorified immortal flesh, free from sin, never to die again. As Jesus says in Revelation 3:18 buy of me gold that's been tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and be clothed in white raiment so the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and your eyes be anointed with eye salve; so you can see.

There's Jesus on the cross, and there's no strength in his flesh. He wasn't wise according to what was seen in his flesh. He wasn't noble according to what was seen in his flesh. He wasn't strong according to what was seen in his flesh. We can see both his hands nailed to the cross; that he didn't look to his good works to overcome sin and death in the flesh. He didn't call out to God on the cross, and tell the Father all the miracles he performed and all the good deeds he did, like the Pharisee in Luke 18. He thought little of his own works and made much of the work of God. He was meek, he was poor in spirit. He saw God's eyes were full of mercy. Hebrews says he looked to the one who could save him. He cried out Abba into your hands I commit my desire for life. This is the doctrine of Jesus. The cross is Jesus teaching His doctrine. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· 1 Cor. 1:25 - Within the cross is the strength of God to form His life in you. 1st Corinthians 1 says the weakness of God is stronger than the strength of man. What looked like weakness at the cross, according to the carnal mind and the wisdom of the world and the strength that is seen in the flesh, is actually the strength of God. The cross is the power of God to form His life within you. The cross is the place where God forms His life in us. The grace; the strength to experience the power of the resurrection is found in the cross. The faith that is full of the strength of God to manifest His life in you is found in Jesus on the cross.

Paul says he was crucified with Christ in his letter to the Galatians. He describes that in the same letter as being dead to the world and the world to him, and says that's the foundation from where he was intimate with the life that conquered death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

The cross is the place where we die to the life in the world, and it’s the place where we are made alive to the life of God. The cross is the place where you see the strength in the world is impotent. It’s the place where you see the world cannot father life in you. It’s the place where you die to the life that's been fathered by the world. It’s the place where you reject the world as the one who can father your life because you see it can't give your life the care it needs. That produces something in us that causes us to lay down the life we can gain from the world, and that’s the foundation from where the life of Christ is made of full effect in us. - The Way of Jesus - 11/27/22

· 1 Cor 1:26 - If you define yourself by what you do you are identifying with your works and not Christ. Christ came to nullify that.
God wants you to enjoy who He is and in that process you get filled up with His life and you see who you really are and something will happen out of that. 
Christ is not just the testimony of who God is, He is the testimony of who you are. Christ is your identity. The more free we become when we get revelation of this. 
Mankind is called the glory of God. Who else is called the glory of God? Jesus. 
When we identify with our sports teams it’s an example of identifying with something that is not yourself. That is what God has said about Christ. Our life is hid in Christ. If the Lions win the super bowl then we won the super bowl. If Christ was risen from the dead, so were we. 
1 Cor 1:26 – see your calling, not many mighty are called…Jesus is saying not many ppl like that will be saved, he’s saying that the wisdom that defines people by what they do is foolish. Verse 30 but of Him are ye in Christ Jesus..Christ is where you reason from concerning yourself.
Forget about wrong and right. The gospel of grace is trying to do one thing….separate what you believe about yourself from what you do so you can identify with Christ instead of this world.
God told you who you are when He sent Jesus to this earth - The Truth About Who You Are
· 1 Cor 1:30 – but of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who is made of us righteousness, wisdom, sanctification, etc. – those things are all in Him. You are seeking Jesus when you seek God and his righteousness. If you’re broke and need wisdom, there is your wisdom. He will give you ideas. That’s your righteousness. Not seeking it by the commandments. - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· 1 Cor. 2:4-5 - I’m reminded of the apostle Paul saying to the Corinthians he purposed to know nothing in their midst except for Jesus Christ and him crucified. Why did Paul say that? It seems like there’s so many things to know? Paul says in 1st Cor 2 the preaching of Christ crucified is the demonstration of the Spirit, and the power of God. The way you demonstrate the Spirit is you unveil Christ and him crucified in the midst of people. People are filled with the Spirit through the preaching of Christ crucified. People are led by the Spirit through the preaching of Christ crucified. Paul says it was through the hearing of faith, which is the setting forth of Christ crucified, the Galatians received the Spirit, and miracles were worked amongst them. - The Demonstration of the Spirit and of Power 8/11/24

· 1 Cor. 2:16 - The apostle Paul says in 1st Cor 2 we have the mind of Christ 

Just as death gave birth to the carnal mind in the earth. The life of God, the life that manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, having overcome death in the flesh, gave birth to the mind of Christ in the earth. 

The mind of Christ is a mind that's born from the life that manifested in Jesus. It's a mind that reasons from the life that manifested in Christ. All its thoughts and conclusions about God and what is in His heart towards all people is built upon the fact that the Father of Lights manifested His life in the man Jesus when the fullness of the curse and sin and death was come upon him. 

The mind of Christ is a mind that is not fixed on the deadness it sees in itself or in the world but it considers the life that is in God, that manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. Whereas the carnal mind reasons from the deadness it sees and judges GOD has abandoned mankind in their affliction. The mind of Christ reasons from the life that manifested in Christ and judges God is there preparing a table that is full of His life. - I Can See Clearly Now The Death Is Gone 11/21/21

· 1 Cor 2:16 -  says we have the mind of Christ. The context is the cross, and the wisdom that was in Jesus on the cross. The cross is the foundation from where the power of the resurrection manifested in Jesus. The wisdom revealed at the cross is the foundation from where Jesus built his life. Paul says we can see the mind that was in Jesus, as he was suffering on the cross. - The Sufferings of Christ 11/26/23

· 1 Cor. 3:1-23 - Just as people can misinterpret and worship the Bible … people can worship the images … but just as the issue isn’t the scriptures, the issue isn’t the images and icons themselves … the issue is in the heart of the person looking at the images. The icons are meant to be like the hall of faith in the letter to the Hebrews. We read about all the exploits of the patriarchs in Hebrews 11. The point is not to exalt the patriarchs, the point is to exalt the faith that strengthened the patriarchs. Hebrews 11 testifies of the faith of God; it causes us to consider God, instead of the deadness we see in our bodies and in the earth …. It's like in Deuteronomy where God has Moses tell the people to wrap His word on their arm so it can be frontlets between their eyes. For some the icons might help keep God and His gospel as frontlets between their eyes, lest they be forgetful hearers. With that being said the author of Hebrews in the New Testament, speaking of the Holy Spirit, says God will write his laws on our hearts and in our minds, so the body of the eternal Son that was broken for us, is always before our eyes, and we live looking to God, and the fact He provided Himself a lamb, as our provision for life.

Now … as I was seeing all the images in the churches, and then visiting some of the churches taken over by the reformers it made me think of all the TikTok videos out there with the Catholics and Eastern Orthodox and Protestants declaring themselves to be the one true church ….. saying I’m of the Eastern Orthodox; I’m of catholism; I’m of Protestantism …. Saying things like if you aren’t baptized into Catholicism or Eastern Orthodox or Protestantism then you aren’t members of Christ's body. If we are out there arguing about what the one true church is, to the exclusion of members of Christ's body from the church, are we not yet carnal?

It reminds me of the apostle Paul in 1st Cor 3 when he found the Corinthians declaring themselves to be of Paul, or of Apollos, or of Peter. How can we say we are of Catholicism; or Eastern Orthodox; or Protestant? Are we not all members of his body; who call upon his name? … Are you not yet carnal, making divisions amongst yourselves. Did the pope die for you? Did the Catholic Church; or Eastern Orthodoxy or the bishops; or the reformers die for you? How is it we say you must be baptized into Catholicism; or Eastern Orthodoxy; or Protestantism … the apostle Paul says there’s one Spirit; one faith; one baptism. Jesus says go into all the world baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. He doesn’t say go into all the world baptizing in the name of Catholicism, or Eastern Orthodox, or Protestantism …. If we are going to argue about something; let us reason together about the foundation that is Christ and him crucified …. Let us see neither Catholicism; or Eastern Orthodox; or Protestantism is the foundation the church is built on. 

To those with a Catholic or Eastern Orthodox background … let us see its the faith that worked exploits in the saints. Let us venerate the faith, and not the images. If we want to remember the saints or have images let those things stir us up by reminding us of the faith that exalted them. Paul says in 1st Cor 3 that neither he that plants or he that waters is anything, it’s God who gives the increase. Paul is saying the grace that flows to us through people who plant and water is not on account of them, it’s on account of God. Let us remember the faith is the treasure. Let us remember it’s the faith that saves; it’s the faith that anoints our eyes with eye salve so we don’t behold our nakedness. Let us remember it’s the faith that ministers grace to people in their time of need, not the saints, not images. Let us all come together in the faith ….. understanding Christ is the head, and the only one who is able to minister the nutrients of life to us. 

The revolution; or rather the revelation the church needs is of the faith. It’s the faith that brings unity amongst all people. I know it can sound weird to say it this way but the Unity that is between the Father, Son, and Spirit is through the Spirit of Faith. The nature of God. You can speak inexhaustibly about the nature of God, but one of the ways you can describe God's nature is the Spirit of Faith. Jesus prayed that we would be one even as He is one with the Father. It’s the faith that came in Jesus Christ that brings unity; it’s the faith that was made flesh in Jesus that brings unity. - Icons & Iconoclasts 5/25/25

· 1 Cor. 3:6-7 - One of the words for fruitful is decoration, it means to decorate. God blessed Adam and Eve and promised to decorate them in the fruit of His life; the apostle Paul says in 1st Cor 3 one may plant and one may water, but it’s God who gives the increase. God blessed Adam and Eve and promised He would cause an increase of His life in them, and of the increase of His life there would be no end. 

The word blessed means to get down on bended knee in adoration. It means to get down on bended knee in front of someone to honor them. It’s what a man does when he proposes to a woman. He gets down on bended knee in adoration of her, to honor her, because her life is beautiful to him. - The Promise of His Life 11/12/23

· 1 Cor. 3:6-15 - What about 1st Corinthians 3:6-15?

First of all Paul is only talking about people who are ministers of the gospel here. The reward is the increase GOD gives. So I may plant the gospel, another may water the word I have sown, but it’s God who gives the increase. It's GOD who produces His life and the fruit of His life in people. The increase is not that my lot in the kingdom will be greater than someone else’s. The increase and the reward if I water or plant is the joy I feel at people inheriting eternal life, and seeing the fruit of the Spirit manifest in their lives. As the apostle Paul says in Philippians he rejoiced at the fruit of righteousness that was manifested in those Philippians. The Philippians reaping the fruit of the Spirit from the faith Paul sowed in their hearts was Paul’s reward. It was the increase .... in the parable of the sower sowing the seed, the word that was sown brought forth increase, some 30, some 60, some 100 fold. The increase is the reward.

Now if I build a foundation other than Christ I will not see an increase ...... God will not be mocked. He can not give an increase if the seed sown is not the testimony He has given in Jesus. If I build a foundation other than Christ my doctrine shall not remain, I shall suffer the loss of what I built for it was built on the foundation of the works of man’s hands.

Should there be any good thing that come out of us whether it be ministering, helping the poor, etc .... who brought that forth? The person or the Holy Spirit? It's called the fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit for a reason. If it’s the Spirit that brought it forth, how will we now take credit for that? - The Reward is the Fullness of God Himself 5/9/21

· 1 Cor. 3:9 - For we are labourers together with God: you are God's husbandry, you are God's building. 

You are the temple … and the temple service and the high priest is about Christ performing a ministry in you. The ministry of Jesus is to gather you into the arms of the Father. Christ was anointed high priest concerning the things pertaining to God. God's will is to bring heaven forth in the earth. It’s to bring heaven and earth together as one, so that which is heavenly can be made manifest in that which is earthy. Mankind is an earthen vessel, taken from the dust of the ground. The temple service Jesus is performing in you and in me is to make heaven manifest in our bodies and in our lives. God wants to beautify and decorate you with His glory. So He anoints a high priest to be a minister of the true sanctuary, which sanctuary is you, so He can gather you to Himself, for the purpose of glorifying your whole spirit, soul, and body with His life. - The Temple Not Made With Hands 2/9/25

· 1 Cor 6 2:3 – do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world, know ye not the ye shall judge the angels. // we get confused and think angels are above us somehow, humans are above angels. - Why Man Needs To Be Saved 4/19/2015
· 1 Cor 8:7 – Paul is saying the meat doesn’t commend us to God. The action has nothing to do with it. Is your conscience clear when you eat it? What Paul is teaching is that the crux of the issue is our conscience. 
One of the biggest things God did through Jesus’ resurrection was to clear our consciences.
If the devil can defile our conscience, they will receive shame.
God also cleared his own conscience. He doesn’t see the sin anymore. The finished work of Jesus is so powerful but it is easy to forget. We are told in the psalms, forget not.
The law produces debt conscience. Like if we have a mortgage, when the bill is due, it reminds us of our debt. Jesus made the payment for us. We should have no debt conscience. 
When you are done paying your mortgage you get a bill in the mail that says you are free from making payment on it. 
If you work for a finance company and somebody pays their debt, they no longer think to call them about their debt. If the person we are indebted to cleared his conscience, shouldn’t we clear ours as well?
The things we do to try to please God are worthless. We are already pleasing to him. Talked about our consciences being clear so that we can have relationship with God.
Has sin been decreasing in the church? No. We have been telling them to have a sin conscience. People are scared to tell them to have no sin conscience because they think they will just go sin but that is the very thing that is keeping them in their sin.
An evil conscience is one that is sin conscience. It’s not that the person is evil. The conscience is defiled because the devil is making them conscious of something they shouldn’t be conscious of.
If our own righteous acts can’t make us right with God, then our unrighteous acts can’t make us unrighteous. 
Jesus told his disciples over and over again that He would be raised yet when they were told that they didn’t believe it. That was the biggest sin. Yet when Jesus stood in their midst, He didn’t tell them to repent of the sin. He spoke peace to them and showed them their peace (His hands and side).
When do you want to see somebody you owe a debt to? When you have the money. The debt has already been paid between us and God. We should have a clear conscience and want to see God now.
It doesn’t mean you don’t know there is sin around, it means you don’t consider it a factor in how God sees you and your ability to be blessed. - Clear Conscience 
· 1 Cor 10:13 – no temptation but that which is common to man. The devil wants you to believe that what you are going through is unique to you. He wants you to say that nobody knows what you are going through. He wants you to feel all alone. He wants you to feel God has forsaken you. This is one reason to go to church. To help us realize we are not alone. We’ve all been through the same things. - Grace Is The Answer
· 1 Cor 10:13 - says There is no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

Paul isn't saying God allows us to be tempted some but won’t let us be tempted too much. He’s saying God has not left us alone to try and resist temptation by our willpower or the gritting of our teeth. Paul’s saying God has drawn near to us to be our advocate against the temptation in the world. - Deliverance From Temptation 2/28/21

· 1 Cor 10:16 – the cup of blessing, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
This word communion is an interesting word. It means fellowship. It means participation in the benefits of Christ’s death. When we fellowship we communion with what Jesus accomplished. We don’t have to be weak. We can go through life knowing that we have been cleansed. It’s a two part cure. The body cures us from physical and emotional sickness. The blood cleanses us from our sins. He cured them before he brought them out of Egypt. 
This is not a ritual, it’s a connection with Jesus. Thank him for what he did. He shed him body so we could be whole. He shed his blood so we could be cleansed. 
The word rafa – Hebrew words had a picture to go with. Picture for R is a head means to think. A is a picture of the mouth that means to speak. F is a picture of the ox, which means sacrifice. Hebrew scholars will tell you the same. When you put these together it means to think to speak about the sacrifice. What was the sacrifice? Jesus. How do we get healed? Thinking and speaking the sacrifice. The word is healing in our language. What is communion? Thinking and speaking the sacrifice. That means you confess Christ crucified in every situation in your life. If you would release this in your life you would see victory. If that is what we meditate on we will see victory. - Benefits of Holy Communion
· 1 Cor. 11:20–34 - The apostle Paul is writing to the Corinthian church about their gatherings, and how their gatherings are meant to be in remembrance of the Lord’s supper. We call it communion, Paul calls it the Lord’s supper. He tells the Corinthians they are eating and drinking condemnation to themselves. He says they are forgetful hearers. Not remembering death has passed over them. Not remembering their lives have been liberated from the corruption in the world. Not remembering their lives are begotten from the word of truth. Paul says to them, they aren’t discerning the Lord’s body. Their hearts and minds aren't filled with the lamb God provided when they gather together, and because of that, many among them are weak and sickly and fallen asleep. 

Listen, certainly this has application to our natural bodies, and our physical health, and we’ll look at that. With that being said the primary context of being weak and sickly and fallen asleep isn’t talking about having a cold, or a virus, or a fever or a flu. - Divine Health 10-15-23

· 1 Cor. 11: 23-30 - Through the traditions of men the devil has taken the meaning and power out of communion
Establish what is the Lord’s body – it doesn’t mean just remembering that Jesus was here and died on the cross. But remember what was accomplished. It did not just accomplish eternal life. 
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you. The reason why ppl in the body were weak and sickly and go to sleep (nice way of saying a Christian died), is because they were not discerning the benefits that came from the body and blood and Jesus.
Why would Jesus’ body have to be broken? So that we could become whole. He was getting what we deserved. When he took all that he did it so that we could become whole. Jesus wasn’t sick. Nobody took his life from him, he gave it.
We let the world tell us we can only live this long and when you get to this age this will happen, etc. We are not discerning the Lord’s body when we do that.
Jesus made it a point to say his body was broken for us so that we could be whole. 
Egypt is a type and shadow of sin. That is what we have been delivered from.
When they prepared the bread they used to pierce it and put stripes on it….just an interesting fyi. They didn’t even realize it. This is from the Tamoud, their rabbinical laws.
Why did they have to eat the Passover? He did it for a reason. They were weak and they were sick. So that they could be strong for the journey. The children of Israel that came out were 600K, none of them were sick or weak. Look up Psalm 105, it's about them being delivered. Out of about 2 million people some were sick. They were whipped and worked to death. But when they came out of Egypt none was sick. It was because of the blood and eating the body. When you want to find out about Holy communion you can go back to the Passover and see for yourself. - Benefits of Holy Communion
· 1 Cor. 12:1-12 - The Corinthian church was seeking to justify themselves by the gifts. They were judging each other based on their spiritual gifts. Then when would say if you’re not manifesting the gifts of the spirit this way then you don’t have the holy spirit in it. Then it would make people question whether they were saved and create a lust in a person's heart for the gifts rather than peace. 
The only way we know the holy spirit is in someone is if they place their trust in Jesus.
You can’t counterfeit the love of God. That is why Jesus said you will know them by their love for one another. Not the spiritual gifts or ability to call down fire. Stop judging people by the gift manifesting, that is how you get led astray, you get into carnality, you’re not in freedom, you’ll be angry. 
Kills competition and lust when we understand the spirit behind why they manifest is the same and the power that comes forth from each of these gifts is the same, so he is leveling the playing field, they are all needed, all of the same thing, so these things can be born of freedom
God is not busy dishes out gifts because he is happy with some and not others. It is easy for this mentality to creep in and then we start judging each other by the flesh.
If all the gifts weren’t equal, then they couldn’t be of one body. 
Eph. 4:16 – one of the purposes of the holy spirit is to bring forth life and light by creating the fellowship that’s found in the Godhead called love between people
Church = love, it is supposed to be the equivalent of the Godhead, the end goal of the spiritual gifts is to build up the body unto the love of God to call people to it. But the world would unfortunately say Church = hate. 
If you think about the gifts carnally, you’re either going to say this is something wrong with them or something wrong with me. You will look at others and if they don’t do things the way you do them, you will judge them.
The gift of faith is like qb’s playing with amnesia. Like when they throw an interception, they come back out and forget about it. You keep on moving to the next thing regardless of the result. Don’t limit what can happen either by saying it doesn’t look like anything happened. Don’t judge on the ability of the spirit to manifest on the outcome you see.
The gift of prophecy will never put you in bondage to a person. It will never result in the feeling of shame, inadequacy, that God is mad at you, some secret sin, etc. That does not build you up. - What About the Spiritual Gifts in Corinthians 1/18/15
· 1 Cor. 12:27-30 - There's all manner of healings mentioned in the scriptures. 1st Corinthians 12 calls it the gifts of healings. Your heart can be healed from fear. There's deliverance from unclean spirits. You can be delivered from a lie that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. Your flesh can be put to rest from its labors to try and gather life and satisfaction and comfort and peace and love and joy. Your life can be healed from the works of the flesh. You can get a physical healing. If we look at Jesus, He is the word made flesh concerning physical healing and what it’s really all about. We see in Jesus healing is for your flesh to be healed from mortality. Jesus was healed from the body of death. His flesh was healed from sin and death. He put off the kind of flesh that can be corrupted by sin, and he was clothed in incorruptible flesh. And then from there we can have signs of that in the form of healings of different illnesses and bodily injuries.

I believe there are signs and wonders and miracles. I believe there are gifts of healings. I lay hands on the sick. I preach the gospel so the sick can be healed. Notice I didn't say I believe in those things. I didn't say I believe on signs, wonders, and miracles. Please hear what I’m saying because it’s an important distinction. It’s subtle but the scripture says the serpent was more subtle than any beast in the field. 

My faith is in Jesus. My faith is not in healing. My faith is Jesus. I believe on Jesus for life. My treasure is Jesus, and the life I see in him. My eye is single. My treasure isn't getting a healing while I walk in this world. You might say what do you mean by that? What I mean is I don’t judge myself and whether I have life or not by if there's a sickness in my body or if I can get a healing to manifest in my body. I judge myself and whether I have life or not by looking at the glorified man Jesus seated at the right hand of God. I don't look at my life and judge it lacking if I have a sickness, and I don't look at my life and judge it to be righteous and good if I can get a healing. I live by the knowledge of the son of God, not the knowledge of good and evil. 1st John says those who have the son have life, not those who get physical healing have life. It’s Christ in you that is your hope of glory; not a physical healing manifesting in you that is your hope of glory. An illness manifest in your body is not a sign you lack life. - Laying the Foundation for Healing 9/24/23

· 1 Cor. 13:1-12 - Paul was talking to people about judging people by their gifts, not by Christ. That leads to backbiting, gossiping, hating, envy, seeking to destroy and chaos. 
This is in Corinthians.
The design of the fellowship that we have with one another is supposed to function from the place where we exhort one another of the love God has for us and then for our fellowship to be defined by our love toward one another. That is how it’s supposed to go down.
We don’t want our fellowship to be born from where we judge others by how many spiritual gifts are coming out of someone
1 Cor 13 1:12 – showing them a more excellent way…
Why is Paul saying this? He wants to show them a better than just coming together and trying to show everybody how powerful we are
This purpose was to bring order not to teach that they will cease to exist (spiritual gifts). 
It’s kind of like spiritual gifts vs. love. What is the better way?
People who say the gifts will be extinct are not understanding the point.
Covet earnestly the best things (these things are good), but if you’re coveting these things as the best thing I will show you a better way.
His conclusion is to follow after love and desire spiritual gifts. 
If the gifts were going to go away, why does he say to desire the spiritual gifts?
The love of God is the greatest thing. The love of God is the greatest sign and wonder that be born in a human being. Your heart becomes captivated by love then and not spiritual gifts.
When you make love the end goal, you focus on Christ instead of spiritual gifts and then you don’t have all the chaos
Love is what caused Jesus to go to the cross. Unless he could die our death away he couldn’t divorce us from a life of finding our life in the flesh
Love desires for everybody to be loved and for love to be born in another's heart no matter which way it happens. Love doesn’t always desire to be front and center.
Love never fails – talked about the study of the word fails here, the Greek word for fail is cartagayho, this word can mean a couple of things, it can mean to abolish or to reduce to inactivity. When Greek scholars look at the word fail they say to reduce to inactivity not abolish, the word implies a loss of activity rather than a loss of existence. It’s like an example of a sample laying dormant like a volcano, present but not manifest. Present but not active, temporarily inactive. Neither extinct or erupting. This is what Paul is trying to capture here. There will be a time when those gifts won’t be needed, they will lie dormant, not be extinct, they will be reduced to inactivity but won’t be nullified. 
When that which is perfect has come /// Perfect means brought to its end, finished, full grown, full age, mature, comes from root word which means the end to which all things relate, the aim the purpose
Love is the thing that is perfect, not the Bible as some say. The holy spirit brings forth gifts to show people they are loved. 
The end goal of the gospel is for love to be born in people. 
The end goal of spiritual gifts is for the faith that says I am the beloved son of god full of glory and honor to dwell in your heart. It’s trying to present a persuasion to you that you are the beloved sons and daughters of God. You are full of glory and honor. You are so well pleasing to God that when he looks at you He sheds tears. The gifts are to strengthen you to a place where this comes out of your mouth. This strengthens us with grace and manifests the love of God.
Talked about his preparation for races. The training is not the end goal, the race was. As the race approaches, the training tapers off but the training will be needed again someday. - Comparing Love With Spiritual Gifts 2/1/15
· 1 Cor. 13:4-8 -  in the message Bible – describes the attributes of our God - Redemption
· 1 Cor. 13:8 - The apostle Paul says in 1st Cor 13 the gifts of the Spirit and miracles shall fail and pass away. Not pass away in the sense we won't see them anymore, or they’ll cease to exist. As long as we’re in this world signs will follow them who believe. The passing away is in the sense, they aren't the main course. They’re the appetizer, and they’re meant to whet your appetite for the main course. 

Paul says the gifts of the Spirit, and miracles, and signs, and wonders are in part. They aren't that which is perfect. They point to that which is perfect. They point to that which never fails. Paul says when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part will pass away. That which is perfect is the love of God. Paul says in Romans 8 the love of God is seen in what God has done in the body of Jesus, to condemn death in the flesh, and gift us with His life.

Whether there be prophecies, or gifts of healings, or miracles, they point to the lamb God provided to destroy our fellowship with the body of death, and establish the reign of His indestructible life over us. They’re meant to fill our imagination with the body and blood of Jesus, and the life that manifested there, so we can be persuaded nothing can ever separate us from what God’s done to give us life, and we be rooted and grounded in the love of God. Whether we live or die in this world, or any sickness or disease try to come upon us.

Jesus performed a lot of miracles in his earthly ministry. He gave more prophecies than anyone. He healed more people than anyone, he performed more miracles than anyone. And yet when he was on the cross, all those things faded to the background of his mind. There was one sign Jesus was thinking of. It was the Father and the life He shared with the Father that was lifted up in His sight. Sickness and disease wants to exalt itself against the knowledge of God. - Lay Hold of Eternal Life For Healing 10/8/23

· 1 Cor. 14:1-3 - The body of Christ is a lot like the Corinthian church right now. It seems like everyone has a word or a prophecy about what is happening in the world. Everyone has a word, or a dream, or a vision about the current state of affairs. 

Certainly it's good to prophesy to one another, especially in difficult times. With that being said we want to be able to discern what we are hearing and whether it be from the Spirit of God or the spirit of a man. 

So the question is what did the apostle Paul have in mind when he talked about the gift of prophecy and prophesying to one another in 1st Corinthians? 

1 Cor. 14:1-3 - Christ is prophecy. Prophecy is all about Christ. All the treasures of prophecy and the Spirit of prophecy are contained in Christ. Revelation 19 says the testimony God has given in Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy.

Prophecy existed before man was even created. Prophecy is the picture of God's eternal purpose in Christ. It is the unveiling of what is in God's heart for mankind and His life with mankind. The revealing of prophecy is the manner in which God brings about what is in His heart.

Prophesying looks like speaking the wisdom that is come from Christ to one another. We prophesy when we teach one another and discern one another's lives according to the wisdom that was revealed in Christ. 

Prophesying to one another isn't sorcery. It's not about telling each other about some ministry we will have. It's not about predicting future events in one another’s lives. It isn't like palm reading where we tell people about the new car or house or job they will get. It's not about us telling people about their future spouse. It's not about someone telling you something about your life that only you can know. It's not about us speaking words to the carnal mind. 

I’m not saying we can not give a word like that. The Holy Spirit moves as the Holy Spirit wills. What I’m saying is the prophesying Paul had in mind is primarily about discerning one another’s lives in the face of Jesus. When Paul spoke of prophesying he was talking about calling one another out of the darkness into the light. He was talking about helping one another to know ourselves the way we’ve always been known by God.

The primary role of prophesying is to show people their lives in the face of Jesus as if they are looking in a mirror so they can be filled with the love of God. Paul talked about seeing through a glass darkly lit when he was a child, and he followed that up by saying when he became a man he no longer saw through a glass darkly lit but he knew himself as he was always known by God, and that filled him with all the fullness of God’s love.

Prophecy is about being exhorted, edified, and encouraged in the faith that is Jesus. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· 1 Cor. 14:29-33 - A prophet is someone who comes with a word or a teaching. Yes they can point to future events but that is not what a prophet is primarily about. They are someone who comes with a word or a teaching from God. 

Jesus called the Pharisees false prophets in the gospels. He didn't say that because their predictions didn't come true. He called them false prophets because the poison of asps was under their tongue. He called them false prophets because the word they were teaching about God and the way to inherit the kingdom of God was false. 

What was happening in the Corinthian church is that everyone was showing up with a word to teach. They all had something to say, and they would talk over one another and blurt out what they had to say in the middle of the gathering. 

Paul says listen man should a person have a word from God they aren’t under some strange influence where they must blurt it out immediately. They are in control of their faculties and can wait till the other person is finished speaking.

The things a prophet shares and the manner in which they share is subject to themselves and what is in their spirit.

The word of a prophet will be subject to whatever their imagination is filled with. If their mind's eye is filled with politics, and geopolitical events. If their mind's eye is filled with the government and the different nations and governments in the world. All their prophesying will pertain to those things.

I mean if your imagination is captivated by what is happening in America and the political spectrum then all your words and dreams and visions will be pertaining to those things. You will all the time be prophesying about America, and politics, and presidents, and political parties, and economics, and things like socialism and communism and capitalism.

I’m not saying there can’t be a prophecy about worldly events but if that’s what all our prophesying is about then we aren’t prophets. I’m also not saying we can’t talk about those things or have opinions about those things. But, we ought not confuse that with prophecy or prophesying. 

We’ve also been taught a prophet is someone who pronounces judgment against people because of sin. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· 1 Cor. 14:33-36 - Again contradictions … Paul just said in 1st Cor 11 that women can prophesy in the assembly if their head is covered. Meaning if they aren’t being disruptive or trying to usurp authority. 

1 Co 11:5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 

So what is going on here? Is Paul double minded? 

1st Cor 7 now concerning the things you wrote to me … 

Pauline quotation refutation devices

Right before women is that grave accent mark in the Greek. The one that says what I’m about to say to you is a quotation mark. Not Paul writing out of his own heart. It’s Paul quoting…

SAVED IN CHILDBEARING 1Ti 2:15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. 

Paul just explained women were not anointed as teachers over, instead of the men, because it's the woman who was deceived. He doesn't want anyone to confuse what he’s saying as disparaging towards the woman, so he goes on to say that women are not to be despised for being deceived because the seed that will crush the serpent's head and bring salvation shall come from the woman. It’s like what Paul says in 1st Corinthians 15 when he says that since death came by a man (Adam) the resurrection of the dead must also come by a man (Jesus). Even though the woman was deceived, salvation has entered the earth by the woman. Yes the woman was deceived and in transgression, but she shall be saved through giving birth to the seed that will come through childbirth to crush the serpent's head, should she continue in the faith. 

There is great honor in being a woman. I know it’s by women that deception entered in but it’s also by women that the seed, the eternal Son, is come and crushed the head of the deceiver. We esteem women everywhere as a sign of the seed that crushed the serpent's head. - Saved By Childbirth 5/12/24

· 1 Cor. 14:39 - The gifts should be orderly in church
We don’t need to feel that we need to manifest some spiritual gift to prove to people the we are full of the spirit.
Tongues – builds you up in the most holy faith. Edifies yourself.
1 Cor 14 – at the end he says, do not forbid anyone to speak in tongues. If tongues were not a part of the body, why would he say that? /// what happens is we take a lil bit of scripture and take it out of context
We’ve gotten into the habit of trying to work some formula to have the power. Don’t find some lust for a spiritual gift in order to have wisdom. If you desire to understand the wisdom of God, make yourself available and tell Him and let Him bring it forth.
The gift of tongues does not manifest by taking control of you. You have to give utterance to it. You may not be in control of how it sounds, but if you don’t open your mouth you won’t do it. God is a gentleman.
Paul came in to put spiritual gifts in their proper order. The Corinthians had spiritual gifts #1 on their list. 
Paul is teaching against looking at a person’s gifts and judging whether or not they have the spirit. That is carnal. - Should We Seek Spiritual Gifts 1/25/15
· 1 Cor 15:51-52 – he’s talking about the dead being raised, mentioned a trumpet, said we shall not all sleep, there will be some believers there for that moment, these verses are similar to the ones in Thessalonians. 
God has hidden Christ in everything the Jews do. We need to study them to get more info. 
Jews by and large are not saved. But we have the holy spirit. If we study these things, a lot can open up.
Study the Talmud. 
When Paul was talking about the last trump, he was talking about the feast of trumpets. - Truth About The Rapture
· 1 Cor. 15:12-19 - The way of Jesus results in intimacy with the Father and His indestructible life. The way of Jesus is the cross. The cross is the pathway to the Father and His life. Paul says in 1st Cor 15 we know the faith revealed at the cross is the pathway to the Fathers life because Jesus was raised from the dead free from sin never to be able to die again. 

The cross is the place Jesus put off corruption so he could put on incorruption. The cross is where Jesus put off his mortal body so he could put on immortal flesh. Jesus laid down the life he could gain from the world because he was intimate with the Father and his life. Jesus was dead to the world, and alive to God, and that led him to the cross where he put off sin and death. He put off the body of death. He laid down the life that was corrupted by the sin and death in the world so He could be picked up by the life of the Father, and inherit the kingdom of God inside of human flesh. - Following in the Footsteps of Jesus 1-22-23

· 1 Cor. 15:14 - The apostle Paul says here if Jesus be not risen from the dead our faith is in vain. 

The reason we believe on Jesus is because we see the faith that was in his heart on the cross, caused him to overcome the death of the cross, and raised him into an incorruptible life. 

The resurrection of Jesus is the proof the faith that was in his heart on the cross, the faith we believe on for life, is not beggarly. It's proof it’s not impotent. It's been tried in the fire of the cross, and been proven to be precious and true. It produces a life that abounds over the sin and death in the world. When Jesus was on the cross as the Son of man, needing someone to be a Father to His life; needing someone who can provide him with the abundant life. He saw God was the Father he needed, and that faith produced in him a life that abounded over the world. - Everlasting Father 4/17/22 - Easter

· 1 Cor 15:17 – oh death where is your sting?
If we are free from the wisdom of Satan, free from sin which produces death, that fruit no longer has power to reign over our life. When something bad happens, the wisdom of satan will try to tell you that is a reflection of God’s opinion of you, that will produce fear which will cause you to labor to try to please God, which gets you in bondage all over again - April 2014 message
· 1 Cor 15:17 – the basis of our faith is in the resurrection. The reason we know we are not in our sins anymore is that Christ was raised from the dead. If Satan ever comes accusing you, just say has Jesus been risen? Because if He has then my identity can no longer be connected to my sins. 
We don’t become valuable when we are saved. We are valuable beforehand. Example of the treasure parable in the gospel. He sold everything for the treasure, the treasure was us. 
In the resurrection we see a word of affirmation, he is reassuring us of the way he always thought of us. God has given us the greatest word of affirmation about our life in the resurrection of Christ. He affirmed this is the only truth about your life. Walk in this affirmation. 
God is walking in the belief that He has not forsaken us. God never believed that we lost our value. If you think like that, you will think that ppl who are not saved are valueless. - God’s Judgment Of Mankind
· 1 Cor 15:34 – awake to righteousness and then you sin not. The problem is we are asleep to what God calls righteousness. This is what leads to not sinning, not a revelation of the law. 
Why do we receive righteousness freely but then try to earn it through the law? That is mixing covenants. 
You can have something and not be aware that you have it. If you are not aware of your righteousness then it’s not going to work for you. Believers should always be reminding themselves of their righteousness. - Established In Righteousness
· 1 Cor. 15:42 - Genesis says it repented God that He made man from the face of the earth. Repent means grieved. God never intended for mankind to remain of only an earthy substance. He always intended for mankind to put on incorruption and bear about in their bodies the likeness of his immortality; the likeness of his glory. God was grieved that man was sown in corruption and our flesh was as the flower of the grass, fading away. He saw the reason we were suffering is because we were earthy, earth born. Our lives were perishing; they were but dust. God saw man was sown in corruption by the first man Adam. 1st Cor 15 says the 1st man Adam was earthy, sown in corruption. 

That’s why God says the end of all flesh is come before me. Not all human flesh because Noah is there … all corruptible flesh; that’s how He will wipe away the tears of His people. 

Flesh of man …. 1e) flesh as frail or erring (man against God) … example of broken pieces of pottery … 

God saw death stinging people with sin, filling them with labors to gather life to themselves; piercing them through with many sorrows. God is prophesying through Noah about how He will bring an end to corruptible flesh, to save His people from what torments them. It’s the wiping away of every tear. God is saying though man is earthy, sown in corruption by Adam, I will cleanse them from corruption and raise them in incorruption. 1st Corinthians says this mortal must put on immortality. God is prophesying through Noah, of the new man He will bring forth through Christ, to bring an end to our suffering. - The Road to Emmaus 7/15/24

· 1 Cor. 15:45 - Now in 1st Corinthians 15 Paul describes Jesus as the last Adam. He talks about the first man Adam and the second man Adam. 

Jesus came in the likeness of the first Adam. Just as Genesis says Adam was put in the garden to tend the garden. Jesus came in the likeness of Adam having been placed in the garden by the Father to tend the garden as a man having dominion over the earth and over all flesh.

God sent His Son Jesus to dress the earth and to keep it. Jesus was born of a woman, born in a world immersed in sin and death and darkness. He was born into an earth that was overran by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and all its thorns and thistles. He came into the earth as a man so the earth could be decorated with the life and immortality of God. He came into the earth so the earth could be baptized in the fire of God's life. He came into the earth to dress it and keep it by establishing the reign of eternal life over the earth and all creation. He came into the earth to hedge it about with eternal life. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· 1st Cor 15:45 - Pauls says that Jesus was raised a life giving Spirit. There's a faith that was raised up in the Lord Jesus that serves people with the Father’s life. You minister the Spirit of the scriptures through the preaching of the faith revealed in Jesus. Jesus is the light that lights every person who comes into the world. The faith revealed in Jesus is the image of the invisible God; it’s the image of the Father’s face shining on all people …. The preaching of Jesus calls people forth out of the darkness into the light, by unveiling the presence of the Father in their midst.

That's the ministry of reconciliation. You preach the faith revealed in the Lord Jesus; that paints a picture of the Fathers face shining on the world, pouring out His life on all flesh; so that in people seeing the Fathers face shining on them, to cloth them in His life, the recompense of the Fathers reward is lifted up in their sight. 

Sitting at the feet of Jesus is the one thing that’s needful ….. When someone preaches the faith that was authored in Jesus, it’s as if Jesus himself is in their midst, and they are all sitting at his feet, receiving the nutrients of life. Paul says faith comes by hearing. As you sit at the feet of Jesus, hearing the faith that was at work in his heart it works the same life in you, that it worked in Jesus. Isn't that what we all want? For the life of Christ to be manifested in us. Don’t we all want intimacy with resurrection life? Proverbs says out of the heart flows the issues of life. Well out of the faith that was in Jesus’ heart, flowed the resurrection and the life.

We preach the faith Jesus authored in the earth so His life can be perfected in people. We preach the faith revealed in the Lord Jesus so people consider him; so people look to him, and consider what is seen in him, and his life be made manifest in them. - His Face Shines Upon You 6/30/24

2nd Corinthians
· 2 Cor. 1:24 - When Paul corrected the Corinthians they thought he was angry with them. But Paul writes back to them in 2nd Corinthians 1 and says he was never angry with them. Neither was he wanting to Lord it over their faith. He says his only desire in correcting them was to help them in their joy. He says his only interest was that their joy be made full.

He isn’t trying to Lord it over your faith. He doesn't correct to Lord it over us. He isn’t wanting to control us or manipulate us. He isn’t like a child who takes their ball home if the game isn’t played the way they want it to be played.

He sees the faith He has in His heart on account of His eternal life gives birth to joy. He says to Himself this joy is nice I would like it if they could taste it with me. So He comes to fill our hearts with His faith.

God doesn't deal with us according to our flesh. He doesn't correct our flesh. He doesn't make demands of us that are based on our flesh or the fruit in our lives. He doesn't speak to what is manifesting in our lives but rather he speaks to the belief in our hearts. - The Rod of Correction 9/27/20

· 2 Cor. 3:5-18 - We can read Paul say the letter kills, and we can see Paul calls the law the ministry of death, and the ministry of condemnation, and we can be easily confused, thinking the law is opposed to the promise of life.

For a lot of years I saw the law, and what is contained there, with a veil over my heart, thinking the law is what was condemning me. I saw the law as if it were against me having life. I was reading the law with a veil over my heart, not looking upon the glory it prophesied of, but interpreting it as if it was against us having life.

Now Paul knowing it would be easy for people to be confused by what he said about the law, when he was explaining that righteousness does not come through the works of the law. Asks this question, what shall we say then? Is the law sin? In another place he asks the question: is the law that which was working death in me? His answer is certainly not. GOD forbid. Let it never be said.

I know we read some of the things Paul says about the law and interpret them to mean the law is the source of condemnation and death. But Paul says in Romans 5 death reigned over man from Adam to Moses. Romans 5 says death was already reigning over all people before the law was ever given. Paul says all people were already standing in condemnation on account of sin. He says where all people were already standing in the condemnation of death, the law was given to make sin abound. 

When we think of what it means for sin to abound. We can say it this way. The law was given to make sin known to mankind. - The Glory That Never Fades 12/14/20

· 2nd Cor 3:6 - Ministry. What's it all about? What is the ministry God has given the body of Christ? What are we ministering to people? We can get so focused on trying to bring about the things we want to see that we lose sight of what ministry is all about. Ministry first and foremost is about people partaking with God in His life. It’s about people being called forth out of the darkness into the light, so they are partakers with God in His life. 

Paul says in 2nd Cor 3:6 we’re ministers of the Spirit of the scriptures, not the letter of the scriptures. Paul says it’s the Spirit contained in the scriptures that serves people with life, not the letter. He goes on to say, the Lord Jesus is the Spirit that’s contained in the scriptures. - His Face Shines Upon You 6/30/24

· 2 Cor. 3:15-16 - Paul said in 2nd Corinthians 3 there was a veil upon the hearts of people when they read Moses but the veil is removed in Christ. Paul is saying when we read Moses in the past we were blinded to what it was really saying.

We couldn’t see that the law was always talking about the work of God. We looked at the law through the carnal mind and that veiled our hearts to what was really written there, and we thought the law spoke of the works which we must do. 

Yes the law was given by Moses but the revelation that what it said is full of grace came by Jesus Christ. Jesus came to remove the veil from our hearts by showing us the grace the law was always talking about. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· 2 Cor 3:18 – but we all with open face behold the glory of the lord, from glory to glory /// open faced means unveiled faced, we are trying to be unveiled from the law and wisdom of this world, 
When people have amnesia they show them pictures of themselves to try to jog their memory. We are like a person with amnesia and God is trying to jog our memories with the picture of Christ. - The Truth About Who You Are
· 2 Co 4:6 - For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

When we think of the word commandment we think of someone ordering us to do something. But, it’s used here to talk about something God brings forth by manifesting Himself. Paul says God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness in Genesis, has commanded light to shine in our hearts, by revealing His goodness towards us in the face of Jesus Christ. God called forth light in our hearts by revealing Himself to us. God shined in our hearts by revealing Himself to us in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus says he knows the Father’s commandment is life everlasting. He knows the revelation of the Father will call forth life in people. Jesus didn’t come to speak of himself. He came to speak of the Father. The resurrection of Jesus speaks of the Father. It speaks of the thoughts and intents of the Fathers heart towards people who are afflicted by sin and death.

Jesus says to the Father in John 17:1 glorify me that I may glorify you. Jesus goes on to say this is life eternal, that they might know you, the one true God. Jesus says to the Father, if the world can know your love for them like I know your love for me, they will call upon your name, and that will call forth your life in them. Glorify me by raising me up out of the grave, and that will be the fulfillment of the commandment. When you raise me up from the world's sin and death, clothed in your life, it will paint your image in the earth, and make you known to the world. When the world can see you caring for their lives in me, that will be the fulfillment of the commandment; that will make You manifest as Father; that will show you to be the one true God; this will be unto eternal life. All those who see and believe will call upon your name, and that will call forth everlasting life in them; that will be unto everlasting life manifesting in them.

That’s why Jesus is a light. The life that manifested in his bodily resurrection reveals God as Father. It reveals the lovingkindness in God’s heart for our lives. It reveals that God has taken thought to give our lives the care they need. It reveals God has done a work to care for our lives, that is exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think … that gives us eyes to see God; that glorifies God as Father. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· 2 Cor 4:7-11 - Paul says we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. The treasure Paul is talking about is eternal life; the treasure is the incorruptible seed of God’s life. Paul says we have the treasure of eternal life in an earthen vessel. An earthen vessel is a mortal body. It’s called earthen because our bodies were fashioned from the dust of the ground. 

Now listen, a mortal body can feel weakness. These mortal bodies can feel overwhelmed. The weakness we can feel in these mortal bodies when we are stressed and pressed by the tribulation in the earth is meant to be a reminder to us that the excellency is of God, and not of ourselves, so we acknowledge God's ability is present with us, and we bear about in our bodies the death of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus might also be made manifest in our body.

The way it works is you see the excellency is of God and the strength of His indestructible life. What that does is it causes you to bear about in your body the dying of the Lord Jesus; meaning you don’t look to human ability and human strength when you are in need, just like Jesus didn't look to human ability on the cross.

When Jesus felt the weakness of his dying flesh on the cross, it reminded him that the excellency, the power to overcome the world and the death in the world, is not of himself its of the Father. The weakness we feel in our mortal bodies is meant to be a sign to us that the power behind our lives is God and not ourselves, so our thoughts are filled with His ability and the strength of His hand when we are in need, instead of our thoughts being filled with our own strength and our own ability and our own expertise. And that’s the foundation from where the life of Jesus is made manifest in us. 

Holiday Inn express commercials …. Are you a doctor? No, but I did stay at a holiday inn express last night. Not looking to their own ability or expertise but drawing on the power contained in the holiday inn express. 

2 years ago when I was feeling particularly pressed and stressed because I didn't think I had the ability to perform everything that was needed for the ministry. I told God I can either be the tech guy or I can be the preacher. I’m happy with either one but I can't do both of them. I told God you choose. Nevermind that the scripture says I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Now whose ability do you think I was acknowledging when I told God I can be the tech guy or I can be the preacher not both? Listen if it's Christ who lives in me. If it's the life of God and His grace that is the power behind my life; that's performing the work in me. How can I tell God what I can do and what I can't do? It’s like I’m telling God He can do all the media and tech things and preach. He’s too weak for that. He doesn't have the strength to be able to do both He can only do one or the other. 

You see I felt weakness and inability and that became my daily bread, instead of the weakness and inability I saw in my mortal body reminding me the excellency was of God and not myself. The apostle Paul learned that when he felt pressed and stressed on every front, it was a sign that the power for him to do what he was doing was of God and not Himself. 

When Paul felt weakness he looked to the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, so his intimacy would be with the power of the resurrection when he was in need instead of his intimacy being with the weakness of mortal flesh. When we feel weakness it's not meant to be a sign that strength and ability is absent from us, it's not a sign we are being overcome, rather it's a sign reminding us of where the strength we need is found, so we look to God and not ourselves. - The Excellency Is of God 1/29/23

· 2 Cor. 5:1-4 - If you look in the scriptures nakedness and being clothed are inferences to having life or not having life. They’re inferences to mortality and immortality. To be clothed is to be clothed upon with life. To be naked is to not be clothed with life or to have death or the fruit of death manifesting in your life. 

Adam saw his nakedness after he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and said I’m supposed to be decorated in God’s life and the fruit of His life and here I am naked. God said I would be fruitful and now here I am naked, bearing thorns and thistles. It’s not right that I should be naked. I see the thing that is good is to be clothed upon with God’s life. I see the fruit of God’s life and that’s the good thing, that’s the state I am supposed to be in and this nakedness is evil, oh wretched man that I am. The more I try to cloth upon myself with the life that is good the more I bring forth the death that is evil.

In knowing life is good and death is evil, what happened is we started to look at whether or not we see death and tribulation and corruption to judge ourselves and judge our lives and judge God's thoughts and intentions towards us and whether He is with us or not, and whether we have what we need to experience peace and love and joy. Well that’s an issue seeing we live in a world where there is death and tribulation.

God sees what’s going down and He says I’ve got to give these guys a different place to reason from about their lives ..... The death that entered the earth through Adam is mixing with mankind now knowing good and evil, so their conscience is all the time accusing them and uncovering their nakedness and it's accusing Me in their hearts also. 

Let us do something to cleanse their conscience. Let us do something that no matter what they encounter in the world, their conscience will excuse them from the death in the world; Let us do something that even should they be walking in a world shadowed by death they can know I am with them and they are partakers with Me in the life that is very good. - The Knowledge of the Son of God 3/8/21

· 2 Cor. 5:2-4 - Could just as easily say, “ all of creation groans and travails in pain desiring for man to take dominion and subdue the earth. 
Adam didn’t tend the garden …. Adam wasn’t bearing the likeness of God's immortality. Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and his earthen vessel became the temple of death. Adam was bearing the likeness of sin and death, and that was a ministration of death to creation. Adam subjected creation to vanity. The first man Adam not only didn't tend the garden, but he planted thorns and thistles in the garden, when he subjected creation to death. 

We say creation is groaning in pain waiting for the manifestation of the Sons of God, and we say it is like creation is waiting for us to do our job/do what we’re supposed to do. As if we’re holding up the show, and if we’d just get our act together, creation can be delivered. 

But, the apostle Paul says all of creation is groaning, waiting for the manifestation of the Sons of God, and Paul says we are waiting with them, both of us groaning, not desiring to be found unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality be swallowed up of life. - The Manifestation of the Children of God 9/1/24

· 2nd Cor. 5:7 - The apostle Paul talked about building all our doctrine on the foundation that is Christ. Well what's happened is much of our understanding concerning faith has been built on wood, hay, and stubble. 

As we said last week, to live by faith is to live by the knowledge of God. It’s to live the life you have in this world beholding the faith that was revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus.

The apostle Paul told the Galatians when he saw he was crucified with Christ he no longer spent his days beholding his life in the world and the good he could see happen for him in the world. But, instead he spent his days beholding his life in the faith that was revealed in Jesus, and he says through that he was animated by the very life of Christ. 

Living by faith isn't about setting your eyes on something you want from the world and then spending your days believing it will come to pass. Living by faith isn't about trying to get things to manifest by believing they’ll happen. It’s not about well I desire a certain house or car. I desire a certain president or government, and now I spend my days believing it will happen.

Paul wasn't living in prison spending his days believing to be set free. He wasn't in prison thinking it's not right for me to be here and now I will start believing everyday that I will be free so it can come to pass, and calling that living by faith. Paul was living in prison believing that whether I am in prison or get out of prison, nothing can take me from the liberty and justice that is come to me on account of sin and death being overcome in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. Paul was sitting in prison beholding the justice and the liberty he longed for in the resurrected Jesus.

Believing on Jesus isn't about believing Jesus will make the world systems right so you can have a righteous life through the world and its systems. Believing on Jesus is to see and believe the justice and liberty and righteous life you long for is found in what God has done to overcome sin and death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

I’m not saying we won't see life manifest as we walk in this world. I’m not saying eternal life won’t bring forth fruit in our lives. I’m not saying we shouldn’t talk with God about the things we desire for our lives and commit them into His hands.

But, we’ve made the object of our faith corruptible things. The promise of God has been turned into corruptible things. The object of our faith has become the things we can see manifest in this world instead of the life we see in Jesus. 

When Jesus performed miracles the object of his faith wasn't the miracle that could happen, it was the life he shared with the Father. The foundation from where Jesus performed miracles was a deep persuasion that the eternal life he has in himself; that he’s shared with the Father from the beginning, overcomes sin in the flesh and can even send the wages of sin away from people. - Living By Faith 2/1/21

· 2 Cor. 5:7 - Paul, writing after Christ is come , says in 2nd Cor 5 we live by faith and not by sight. The faith revealed in Christ Jesus is the substance of things hoped for. The faith that is of him; of Christ, is the evidence of things not seen with the natural sight. Faith is the substance of God Himself; Faith is the revelation of the God that wasn’t able to be seen by natural sight. 

There’s a time when mankind was living by sight, and not by faith. Our hearts were hardened to the Spirit of Truth. We could not retain God in our knowledge. It's not that the world didn’t see God perform many mighty works. Look at everything God did to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt and into the promised land. The problem is we couldn’t retain the righteousness of God in our knowledge. It did not matter how many mighty works God performed, and He performed many. He parted the Red Sea. He caused death to pass over them. He poured out manna from heaven; He brought forth water from the rock. He gave them a land that was occupied with giants, a land filled with milk and honey; vineyards they did not plant; houses they did not build. It didn't matter how many miracles God performed, mankind was still living by sight and not by faith. So the next time their senses encountered something that contradicted the knowledge God was with them to offer them Himself; to prepare a table for them, where they can partake of His divine nature. They transgressed God; they walked out of the way; they went whoring after other gods; they lusted after the strength of the flesh. How can you worship a God you can’t see? How can you give yourself over into the arms of someone if you can't see Him. How can you trust someone you can’t see with your life. How can you see a God who’s invisible to the natural sight if you’re living by natural sight? - Discerning God 6/8/25

· 2 Cor. 5:14-15 - We can understand evangelism better when we know this platform, evangelism is not to be born from the “go ye” doctrine. Paul was the best evangelizer and he never said it was because God told him to “Go ye into all the world”. God is not under some commandment but he was compelled. 2 Cor 5 – for the love of Christ constrains us, if one died for all…not finding the testimony of their life in the flesh, he says now bc I’ve seen this beautiful thing, the love of Christ compels me to share this with everybody. The love that Christ has for all people compelled him, not some commandment. Evangelism should function from the platform of love. You don’t want to evangelize because you think you will get a reward in heaven. God didn’t love us because he thought he would get some big crown. He loved us because we were lovely to him. - Faith That Saves
· 2 Cor. 5:19 - The apostle Paul says in 2nd Cor 5 that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. God has already reconciled the earth back to His eternal life. The work needed to heal the land is finished in CHRIST. Now we wait patiently to see the healing manifest in the earth by setting our eyes on the work God has done in Christ to heal the land.

If we want to pray according to what God has already done in Christ to heal the land. Glory to God! We can come together and pray knowing that Jesus has Lorded it over the sin and death in the earth and we can come together in one Spirit and we can pray about what God has done to heal the land in Christ. We can let our hearts be established in the work of God to reconcile the world back to His eternal life. We can talk with God about how the earth is under the rule of Christ’s life. And from there our hearts can be rooted and grounded in the love of God and we can see signs and wonders that testify that God has raised Jesus from the dead and Jesus is Lord. - He Reconciled The World 4/5/20

· 2 Cor 5:10
· Talks about the judgment seat of Christ, that word means body, it’s used figuratively not literally, need to remove the word in italics 
· We must all appear – it doesn’t say we all must be judged
· Judgment seat – interested word, katacrema, word used all the time for judgment, that word is one word in greek, bema, all that it is signifying is a stepping stone that someone would stand before, bema used all the time in greek lit, never used to demo judgment, always used as a place of reward. Examples, soldiers going off to war and athletes getting rewards at the Olympics, the person giving them the medals didn’t tell them they should’ve ran faster, you are being honored, this is in Greek literature. Bematodes is mentioned in other places as a seat of judgment, the point is it doesn’t signify judgment, it can be for judgment and it can be for reward, it can be used interchangeably, none of the athletes get judged, they just receive the reward. We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, if you haven’t believed in Christ then it becomes a place of judgment, but if you believe it becomes a place of reward. 
· According to the works – let scripture interpret scripture – the only two works that matter are your righteous and holy or unjust and unholy, God’s righteousness comes from believing on Jesus, are you righteous, yes, then you get a reward.
One thing makes you righteous – believing in Jesus. Strip yourself of believing in anything else making you righteous.
He’s not gonna show you a video of all the things you did wrong, that contradicts the cross, he received all of our shame. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment
· 2 Cor 5:18 – the ministry of reconciliation // 
The devil doesn’t just want to pervert what God has done in Jesus but also the heart behind what He’s done for us. If He can pervert either He can hinder us.
Don’t behold that there is a stumbling block, just behold the good word of God. 
The Father is all the time working to pull down the strongholds we have and create the same persuasion that He has about you in you. 
You can let your heart and mind go to rest, He who begun a good heart will continue therein.
The reason why we don’t see fruit in the church is we tell people what they have to do.
When Jesus died it’s a picture of us being dead in our sin. When He was raised He was raised by the glory of God. Glory means His good opinion of Him. When the Father looked upon Jesus dead in our sin, the Father’s opinion of Him raised Him up. This is the same thing that raises us up.
The fullness of God speaks of the fellowship that the Father, Son and Spirit have with each other called love. He wanted all that He is to be animated in a human being. He wanted to have someone to experience all that He is and so they could both fellowship around this life that He had. Look how great this relationship is….they are both telling each other how great they are and expressing their love for each other. 
There are 2 main aspects of the ministry of the reconciliation:
What God has done in raising Jesus up as the rep of the human race. What God has done to seat a human being at His hand to be a voice about all humans.
Equally important is the heart of God toward man in Him doing what He did. 
What is the heart that God is of that caused Him to do what He did? Talked about it last week. 
A word goes forth into the earth through Jesus in divorcing us from the life of Adam and what He has done in raising Jesus up and setting us free from our debt to sin. 
At the same time a word also goes forth through Jesus about the heart of God towards man. 
The reason these words go forth is so that the fellowship that exists between the Father and Son can be born in our heart. If we think the Father forsook Him and was disappointed with Him it’s not defined by the holy spirit. - Unleashing The Power of The Ministry of Reconciliation 3/22/15
· 2 Cor. 8:9 - This isn't talking about money. It’s talking about Christ who is God, took upon himself the poverty of dying flesh, so that we might come to possess the richness of his divinity. The Son's descent into the depths of our fallen condition enables us to rise from it. He who is full has emptied himself …. So that we might partake in his fulness. By humbling himself in the incarnation, Christ is the Good Shepherd, who sought out the sheep that were lost. We were lost in the affliction that came upon our nature; our condition had fallen into death and corruption and mortality. The unity of the incarnation emphasizes Christ's assumption of our human brokenness. Even though the Son remains incorruptible in his own divine existence, God has fully entered into and submitted to human suffering and death, so that when the devil attacks Jesus, he unwittingly meets with God, and death is defeated by death. Christ's suffering, God, that is, in his flesh suffering, shows just how great God's love is for us because in his flesh, the eternal Son, God, has died in order to be able to raise us from the dead within the body of his own resurrection. - Saved by the Humanity of God 8/17/25

· 2 Cor. 9:7 – Giving - their sufficiency to give was found in the seed God gave to them, which was not money but the word, the word is Jesus. This is the same way in spiritual gifts. - Freedom For Spiritual Gifts 1/5
· 2 Cor 10:4 – the strongholds are in our thought process. Greg said the stronghold he used to have was feeling sorry for himself. God ripped that out of his heart through proper doctrine. We convince ourselves things happen in our lives that didn’t even happen. God is not feeling sorry for you because He gave you everything you needed. 
The stronghold isn’t what’s happened to you. It’s in your head. - A Sound Heart
· 2 Cor 10: 4-5 – the weapons of our warfare are not carnal…bringing into captivity every thought. The weapons of our warfare are not to battle things in the external. The devil can’t give you sickness if you know your belief system won’t accept it. The charismatic movement got us out in left field. God says it’s a believing problem. The warfare we are supposed to engage in is in our belief system. Let God be true and every man a liar. God is not putting sickness on anybody. - Guarding Your Heart
· 2 Cor. 10:4-6 - When you see something in your body it’s easy to think you are one with the sickness. It’s easy to think your life is joined together and braided together with that sickness. You can very easily begin to believe your life is contained in that sickness being there or not being there. A fear can come on you when you see an infirmity in your flesh. That infirmity can try to be exalted in your eyes. It will speak great swelling words of vanity, trying to puff itself up in your sight. Sickness will try and boast in itself, and its power to steal from you. It will try to exalt itself against the knowledge that you are dead to sin and the destruction it can bring against your life, never to be able to die again. It will try and exalt itself against the knowledge that your union to the body of death has been annulled through the body of Christ. Within the word of life that was revealed in Jesus, is a readiness to take vengeance on every imagination and word that tries to exalt itself against the lamb God provided. The faith and the life revealed in the Lord Jesus, takes every thought sickness tries to level against your life captive to the truth.

If you are dealing with an infirmity in your body, you want to lay hold of the eternal life; that’s laid hold of you. You want your prayers and the meditation of your heart to be centered around the faith and the life revealed in Jesus. The power that performs every miracle, sign, or wonder is contained in the faith and the life revealed in Jesus Christ. Any healing that can manifest in you comes from the power of the faith, and the eternal life it produces. - Lay Hold of Eternal Life For Healing 10/8/23 

· 2 Cor. 12:6-10 - Grace is the ability of God to bring forth the life that you were created for. To experience the life you were created to experience. 
When Paul is crying out to God about the thorn in the flesh…God defines grace here…the strength that comes from Him. 
This grace has appeared to all in the person of Jesus. This lights up the truth about what God thinks of them. All those who will be persuaded by this truth will receive strength to appear as sons and the state they were created to be in since they existed. 
If you reason from a different place about you than God does then how can you have the same thoughts? God is looking at the resurrection but we're looking at what we’ve done. If you’re not using the same logic you won’t have the same thoughts. That’s how you make the ability of God void and are not able to feel what He feels about you and can’t find His fruit manifesting in your life. 
You can’t know a person until you know what they think about you. - The Ability of God To Bring Forth His Life In You 7/19/15
· 2 Cor 12:7-10 – talks about the grace of God. Talks about Paul. Gives us a glimpse into how Paul was able to overcome. 
Thorn in the flesh. Paul had a greater revelation of grace outside of Jesus and maybe Abe, then maybe David. 
The devil knew Paul was threatening him. He knew that Paul would be exalted so high if he didn’t try to hinder him. 
This message is about the answer to our prayers. It’s about the revelation of grace.
A lot of teaching wants to tell us God gave Paul the thorn in the flesh, that contradicts the Bible. 
God is glorified when someone who has a revelation of grace is prospering. That is glorifying God, not man. 
Paul said over and over that he was the chief of all sinners. He didn’t have a problem with pride. 
There is no scripture reference about the thorn in the flesh being sickness or disease. God wants everybody well all the time. 
If there is a disconnect it is with our understanding, not with God’s word.
Hierarchy of demonic spirits. Daniel Chapter 10 talks about the hindrance of his prayers from the prince of the air, said that was similar to what Satan sent to Paul.
Talked about how Paul sought the Lord. It said he sought the Lord 3 times about this after he did everything he knew how to do. He knew his authority, he spoke the word. He cast demons out. He didn’t hear anything. Sometimes we need to think about these things. Didn’t just happen automatically for Paul. Paul can relate to the things we go through. He can relate to thinking he’s not hearing from God.
Doesn’t it seem like God left Paul out in the cold. Greg asked God about it. God told Greg he did answer Paul the first time. The answer was the grace of God poured out on the cross. Was it that God didn’t move? No. Paul was focused on the thorn. That’s why he couldn’t see the answer. Notice it didn’t say Paul sought God about his grace, he sought God about the thorn. God said his grace is sufficient for the. 
The question is are we going to see the answer is His grace or are we going to keep looking at the thorn? - Grace Is The Answer
· 2 Cor 12:9 – Jesus talking to Paul, my grace is sufficient for thee, Paul was praying about people messing with his ministry, thorn in the flesh, my strength is made perfect in weakness. Jesus was telling Paul my strength is made perfect in you when you are weak. Jesus was telling Gideon my strength is sufficient for you bc when you are weak is when I can work. Gideon was humbling himself and saying he was weak. Gideon was saying maybe you want to get somebody like Goliath. God was saying I can’t do anything with somebody like that. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus 
Galatians
Intro To Galatians

Geographically speaking the region of Galatia is known to us today as Modern Day Turkey. 

The churches in Galatia were formed somewhere around AD 47-AD 49. The letter to the Galatians is thought to be written sometime between AD 49 and AD 53. The letter to the Galatians is widely considered to be the first of the Pauline letters and the first letter written in the New Testament. 

You can find a corresponding account of the things Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians in Acts chapters 9-15. There’s a lot of insight in Acts as well as in Paul’s other letters that helps to understand what was going on when Paul came to Galatia and preached the gospel and what was going on when Paul wrote his letter to the Galatians.

For example we see in Acts that much of Paul’s ministry in Galatia occurred after he was stoned and left for dead. That’s why Paul talks about the Galatians not despising him for his appearance in Galatians 4. 

In 2nd Timothy 3 Paul talks about the persecution he suffered while preaching the gospel in Galatia. 

Acts 15 talks about the judaizers coming to Galatia and teaching the Gentile people they must be circumcised and perform the works contained in the law of Moses.

The Judaizers came to Galatia teaching righteousness was found in the strength of the flesh to perform the works of the law. They taught godliness was contained in the strength of people to produce a good life through their own works. They tried to combat the message Paul preached by attacking his apostleship. 

Paul refers to the Judaizers in his 2nd letter to the Corinthians as a thorn in his flesh. Paul then writes his letter to the Galatians to follow up with the people there. 

In Paul’s letter to the Galatians he establishes his apostleship and his authority as one sent to teach the mystery of Christ and God’s gospel, to refute the claims made by the Judaizers. He gives a line upon line doctrinal explanation of the gospel message and what it is and how we can know that's what it is; that righteousness is found through the grace that is contained in the faith that came to us in Christ, and not in performing the works of the law (the strength of the flesh to perform principles).

Scriptures
· Gal. 1:1 - The problem Paul addresses in the book of Galatians is the problem most churches are facing.
The predominant error in all the believers' lives is the same issue. It’s the primary avenue Satan uses. He can’t convince us that Jesus didn’t come and die on the cross, he has to pervert the truth.
If Paul was here today, he would be delivering the same message he wrote here. Paul is pretty blatant but most churches don’t understand this.
He is comparing a gospel based on works and a gospel based on grace.
There is a big difference between someone being murdered and someone giving their life for someone. Jesus was not murdered.
Jesus saw you being born and was overcome with joy, compassion and love. Not anger. He could’ve bolted. He endured the cross to bring you home. 
Consider an example of how a new Christian said she was just so happy God is who He is and not who I thought He was.
If you want to purpose to do something, purpose to know Christ. Everything comes out of that. 
Don’t connect your self worth to what you can do. Connect your self worth to what He did. Then your self worth is steady. 
Seasickness example – look out on to the horizon because it doesn’t move. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus bc He doesn’t move. 
David had to encourage himself, Paul had to encourage himself as well.
Thorn was always used referring to people fyi. When Paul talked about a thorn, he was talking about people trying to destroy his churches. - Galatians Bible Study Lesson 1
· Gal. 1:5 – who is the glory to? God, not us.
When we think we have to do anything to be blessed by God, you are glorying in yourself.
If you think anything you fail in or that you do wrong, disqualifies you from being blessed, you are also glorying in your flesh.
Soloman was the wisest man ever and ended up worshipping idols. Don’t be deceived, you could end up the same way if you expose yourself to a lie. Don’t think you can’t be swayed. If you hear it enough you might. The parable of the sower and the seed.
Paul called his gospel the gospel of grace, the gospel of Christ.
666 is the symbol of man. 6 is the number of man. It will be on their arm. Paul is saying they will turn away from God’s strength and turn to their own strength.
Being lukewarm – he wished they were one or the other, pure law will lead somebody to Christ. The beatitudes were reinforcing the pure law. 
Jesus only used the law against people who thought they could earn their way to heaven. 
If someone else is in Christ you are no more righteous than them. 
A self righteous mentality leads you to hate
A works gospel is a man’s gospel. At Sinai God said ok, let’s see what you guys can do. God did not want there to be any confusion between His grace and our works. God is drawing a clear line nowadays as well. 
You profane Christ’s work when you add your own
Sinning doesn’t mean you have fallen from grace. Gal 5:4 – Christ has become of no effect /// when you seek to be justified by the law that is when you fall from grace
You can’t do it and God doesn’t want you to try it. 
If you want to accomplish what God has for your life you have to get a revelation that you are free. You don’t need to perform to be right with God. That is a perversion of the gospel of grace, it takes away from His glory and gives it to you.
When you add your works, you make Christ of no effect.
People were preaching grace in the 1400’s, and even through the 1700’s…there has always been a remnant of grace so true preaching can stay together ... we will see an explosion of grace. 
The first thing the devil wants to do is pervert the gospel of grace. He did that in the garden, perverted the gospel and got them to eat from the tree of the law. - Galatians Bible Study
· Gal. 2:16 - should be faith OF, not faith IN
Faith communicates something we can believe on. 
Walking by faith is to live by that way of thinking. It’s not blindly trusting in God. It’s walking by the persuasion that you are innocent and acceptable to God. 
Faith is meant to work for you, not demand something from you. - N/A
· Gal. 2:16 - The intent of looking at the law is not to say you are worthless but it’s getting the revelation that your value and worth is not in anything that you do, it is in Christ. We are not worthless, it's just that our value has nothing to do with what we do or don’t do. Don’t say because your works are worthless that you are worthless. Don’t connect your value to your works. Works are the worthless thing, not you. - Galatians Bible Study, Lesson 14

· Gal. 2:16 - The way people saw justification in Jesus’ day is you were meant to have a certain life. Justification was all about the life you had. And in possessing the life you were meant to have, then that life justified you. Possessing the life you were meant to have was the evidence you were as you should be. If you had the good life you were supposed to have. If your life was clothed in beauty and splendor, that was the sign, you hit the mark God has for your life.

That’s why we can feel shame when we see ourselves as not having something that pertains to life and godliness; that's why we can feel condemned when we see the fruit of death in our lives. The knowledge of good and evil tells us those things are a sign we don't have the life we’re meant to have. When we see the fruit of death in our lives, the knowledge of good and evil accuses us, it tells us we aren't in the state we were intended to be in; it fills us with shame by telling us we are not partaking in the good life we were created for. 

When Paul was Saul, he was a Pharisee. His mindset was that justification is about having the abundant life, but then he defined the abundant life by the riches of the world, by the things the world esteems for a good life. His treasure was in the earth. He served Mammon. He thought if your life looked good in the world, then that is the life that justifies. He thought gaining the good the world has to offer was equivalent to godliness. And he thought the way to gain a good life from the world was by performing the works of the law; by being a hebrew of the hebrews; a pharisee of the pharisees; circumcised the 8th day; of the tribe of Benjamin. He thought anyone who didn't have a good life in the world, those people were the cursed of God, they were the forsaken of God. They were the sinners. And in fact not having a good life in the world was seen as a sign you were a sinner. That's why the disciples asked Jesus who sinned that this man should be born blind, when they came upon the blind man in John 9. That’s why the disciples said who then can be saved when Jesus says how difficult it is for someone rich in worldly possessions to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Then something miraculous happens to Saul. He encounters the glorified Jesus on the road to Damascus, and his blindness is revealed. Jesus didn't make Saul blind. Jesus says in John 9 he came into the earth so those who don't see might see, and those who think they see would be revealed to be blind. Jesus called the pharisees blind guides. Jesus didn't make Paul blind. The blindness that was already present in Paul was made manifest in the light of Jesus’ life. 

When Paul encountered the glorified Jesus it wasn't just like oh a bright light. When Paul sees this great light and he hears Jesus say it’s Jesus whom you persecute. All of a sudden Paul’s mind is racing. All the things he'd ever known. All his doctrines. They’re all racing in his mind because all of a sudden when Paul encounters the glorified man Jesus on the road to Damascus he sees the life that justifies. He sees Jesus, and now he has a point of reference for the good life, the abundant life, that justifies. He says to himself, oh my gosh this is the real treasure, not the corruptible life that's of the world. You have to understand this wasn't Paul's only reference point for Jesus. He knew who Jesus was. He knew the end Jesus met on the cross, and he thought that was the sign Jesus was a sinner and ungodly, and so now he sees this dude standing in the glorification of the Father’s life, and he sees that's the life that justifies because it was even able justify Jesus from the shame and the accusation that came from the death of the cross. 

When Paul saw Jesus on the road to Damascus, he saw the mark GOD has for mankind. He saw we were always meant to be Heirs of God. Heirs of the likeness of God's immortality. And that's the only life that can justify you. That’s the only life that can justify someone from the sin and the death and the corruption that's in the world. That’s the only life that can silence the voice of accusation, and persuade someone their life is as it ought to be. - It’s No Longer I Who Lives 8/27/23

· Gal 2:19 – I thru the law am dead to the law, that I may live unto God. 
Live unto God means you are alive to the life and fellowship found in the Godhead. Being a partaker of all that God is. - How Jesus Set Us Free From The Law of Moses 8/9/15
· Gal. 2:20 - One of the marks of a good teacher is that they will ask questions to get people thinking
The greatest arguments are the simplest ones. Didn’t we start off by believing? Why do we now have to earn it?
If you want to be a great runner, keep running…don’t go off and swim. Continue believing, not trying to work.
Let God do the work. It’s tempting for us to do all these things. Will He do it or you? If we want to work he will let us but He can’t work if we are.
Remember Job’s friends tried to tell him he must have some secret sin.
The law demands things of the flesh that the flesh can’t do. You can’t receive thru your flesh.
We don’t have to coerce people to read the Bible, just lead them to Christ, show them Jesus and the spirit will lead them to read the Bible. 
If you want more fruit, don’t seek the fruit, seek the grace.
How does fruit grow? Does it toil? No, it receives all its nutrients from the root.
Blessing comes from being justified. 
Taking up our cross is talking about denying the thoughts that you can do anything to be right with God. - Galatians Bible Study, Lesson 4
· Gal 2:20 - Quick refresher the I that was crucified was the I that defines themselves by what you do. 
God comes with a word, but Satan comes with a word too. The way Satan gets us to believe a lie is he points towards the things we are doing. 
Most Christians haven’t heard the real gospel.
The righteousness that is of faith speaks of the design to a certain quality of life and the righteousness of Jesus being the thing that brings forth that life. 
Righteousness of God speaks of the one who God loves. Are they experiencing the life of my son or not?
The life of God is not only the fruit that manifests but also what he thinks and feels. - The Life Of A Son 7/12/15
· Gal. 2:20 - Before the flood you had a bunch of people killing, destroying and stealing to try to create a good report about their life. God looked down upon us and was grieved and wanted to alleviate our suffering. He said I could incarnate myself to human flesh and die away the report of man found in the flesh so they can see that the report of their life is not found in what they do and what they have, then they no longer envy over what other people have. 

God came in human flesh to alleviate our suffering.Gal 2:20 – present your bodies a living sacrifice, acceptable to God…it’s not talking about you as a person acceptable to God, it means pleasing to God. What will be pleasing to God is if you will see yourself dead to the spirit of Satan and stop trying to be justified through the strength of the flesh and realize that God will bring forth his life in you and He will strengthen you, that he does not want any to perish. It’s pleasing to God because we are turning away from the spirit that brings forth death in us. This is the same thing as in Romans 12:1, just a lil different way

Don’t you think the thought crossed Paul’s mind that he had missed it, that he is not preaching the gospel because look at what is happening to you? But he said he was set apart to the wisdom of God that man is his beloved son and daughter. God has that vital principle in His heart. Paul said he was set apart unto that spirit and that alleviated the works of the flesh.

Your gifts will not come forth from you trying to find them. Your gifts won’t come forth through some obligation and out of fear. Let your life be formed by the same faith, same spirit that shaped and formed the life of Jesus and enjoy when they come forth. 

Tell God about your desires, tell him you don’t have the ability to bring it forth in your own power. Ask him to help you. - The Role of Spiritual Gifts in Creating the Life of the Godhead in the Earth 1/12/15

· Gal. 2:20 - The apostle Paul told the Galatians when he saw he was crucified with Christ he no longer spent his days beholding his life in the world and the good he could see happen for him in the world. But, instead he spent his days beholding his life in the faith that was revealed in Jesus, and he says through that he was animated by the very life of Christ. 

Living by faith isn't about setting your eyes on something you want from the world and then spending your days believing it will come to pass. Living by faith isn't about trying to get things to manifest by believing they’ll happen. It’s not about well I desire a certain house or car. I desire a certain president or government, and now I spend my days believing it will happen.

Paul wasn't living in prison spending his days believing to be set free. He wasn't in prison thinking it's not right for me to be here and now I will start believing everyday that I will be free so it can come to pass, and calling that living by faith. Paul was living in prison believing that whether I am in prison or get out of prison, nothing can take me from the liberty and justice that is come to me on account of sin and death being overcome in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. Paul was sitting in prison beholding the justice and the liberty he longed for in the resurrected Jesus.

Believing on Jesus isn't about believing Jesus will make the world systems right so you can have a righteous life through the world and its systems. Believing on Jesus is to see and believe the justice and liberty and righteous life you long for is found in what God has done to overcome sin and death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

I’m not saying we won't see life manifest as we walk in this world. I’m not saying eternal life won’t bring forth fruit in our lives. I’m not saying we shouldn’t talk with God about the things we desire for our lives and commit them into His hands.

But, we’ve made the object of our faith corruptible things. The promise of God has been turned into corruptible things. The object of our faith has become the things we can see manifest in this world instead of the life we see in Jesus. 

When Jesus performed miracles the object of his faith wasn't the miracle that could happen, it was the life he shared with the Father. The foundation from where Jesus performed miracles was a deep persuasion that the eternal life he has in himself; that he’s shared with the Father from the beginning, overcomes sin in the flesh and can even send the wages of sin away from people. - Living By Faith 2/1/21

· Gal. 2:20 - The power to experience resurrection life is found in the preaching of the cross. Paul says in 1st Cor 1 the cross is the power of God and the wisdom of God. Paul says in Romans 12 we are transformed by presenting ourselves a living sacrifice. He says we are transformed by partaking with Jesus in the death he died on the cross. And again in Galatians Paul says it's because he was crucified with Christ that the life of Christ animated his entire being as he walked in the world.

When Paul talks about being crucified with Christ he is not only talking of a mystical event that happened. He’s also talking about partaking with Christ in the faith that was in his heart as he was being crucified. That’s why he says the life I live now in the world I live by the faith of the Son of God.

Yes the preaching of the cross is about a historical event that changed everything, but it's also the preaching of the faith in Jesus’ heart on the cross. Christ is the wisdom of God.

Jesus saw a death would occur at the cross. He saw there would be some pain and suffering and discomfort in experiencing death in his flesh. But, he saw in his death he would be dying unto sin. He didn't see the death he would die at the cross as him putting off life or laying down life. He saw the cross as him laying down the life that sin built in the earth. - Giving Up The Ghost 9/26/21

· Gal. 2:20 - Paul says he lived his life in the world by the faith of the Son of God. When Paul talks about the faith of the Son of God or the faith of Jesus Christ he’s talking about the faith that was revealed in Jesus on the cross. Paul says he was crucified with Christ, and then he describes what that means by saying the life he lives in this world he lives by the faith of the Son of God. Paul saw the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified and that faith was born in him. From faith to faith. And it’s because of his fellowship with the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified, that he walks in this world as a living sacrifice, where the power behind his life is not the strength of his works or the strength of the world, but the power behind his life is the strength in God's life. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Gal. 2:20 - Paul says he was crucified with Christ in his letter to the Galatians. He describes that in the same letter as being dead to the world and the world to him, and says that's the foundation from where he was intimate with the life that conquered death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

The cross is the place where we die to the life in the world, and it’s the place where we are made alive to the life of God. The cross is the place where you see the strength in the world is impotent. It’s the place where you see the world cannot father life in you. It’s the place where you die to the life that's been fathered by the world. It’s the place where you reject the world as the one who can father your life because you see it can't give your life the care it needs. That produces something in us that causes us to lay down the life we can gain from the world, and that’s the foundation from where the life of Christ is made of full effect in us. - The Way of Jesus - 11/27/22

· Gal. 2:20 - After Paul encountered the glorified Jesus, that’s when Paul begins to say I am crucified with Christ, it's no longer I who live it, it's Christ who lives in me, and the life I live now in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God.

When Paul says it’s no longer I who live, he’s thinking of the man whose treasure was in the earth. He’s thinking of the Saul who thought the way to be justified with life was found in performing the works of the law. When the scales fell off Pauls’ eyes and his blindness was healed, he no longer lived in the world looking to the life he had in the world, as if that life can justify him. He says it’s Christ who lives in me. The life that manifested in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, dwells in me. It’s the life of Christ Himself; the life the Father of Lights has in Himself, that dwells in me; that justifies me; that persuades me I have the life I’m meant to have, as I walk in this earth, and the death and corruption and tribulation in the world tries to make me ashamed, telling me I’m separated from God and the abundant life. That’s why he says in his letter to the Galatians he’s dead to the world and the world to him. He no longer lived as if the life that justifies is contained in the good he could gather to himself in the world. He no longer lived, trying to justify himself with the life he could produce in the world. He no longer sought the life that justifies through the strength of the flesh, and the works of the law

In my own life there was a time I was trying to be justified by the life I could produce through my running ability. I thought I could sow my running ability to produce a beautiful life, a life that was beautiful according to the world's standards, and that life could justify me; that life can prove I am as I ought to be; that life can defend me against the shame and the accusation that comes from lack; that life will be my shield and my buckler; that life will be my exceeding great reward; that life will make me exceedingly fruitful; and that will prove me. I didn’t know it at the time, but it was I who was living. Nothing wrong with being passionate and working hard, only let your hard work be born from having all things in God.

Paul says the life he lives now in the flesh he lives by the faith of the Son of God. When Paul encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus he saw it wasn’t performing the works of the law, or performing carnal principles, that produced the life that justified Jesus. Jesus could do no work on the cross, his hands were nailed to the tree. All Jesus did was look to the Father. Paul saw there was a faith in Jesus’ heart, and that’s what produced the life that justified him. 

When Jesus was in the earth, in the likeness of sinful flesh, and more specifically when he was on the cross, he lived by a certain faith. The scriptures call it the faith of the Son of God. It wasn't Jesus who lived, it was the Father whose life was in him, if you catch my drift. Jesus knew the life that justifies is the life he shared with the Father from the beginning. - It’s No Longer I Who Lives 8/27/23

· Gal. 2:20 - Paul says in Galatians he lives the life he has in the flesh by the faith of the Son of God. That's the fear and trembling and weakness. That’s the fellowship of his sufferings ….

The reason the cross is the foundation from where we partake with God in His life, is because the cross declares the power to partake of life is of God and His doing, not the strength of the flesh, or the strength that’s of the world. Yes Jesus was raised from the dead, and the truth that he was raised from the dead, is supposed to cause us to pay more careful head to what was going on in the midst of his sufferings, because whatever it is that was going on there, caused Jesus to endure, and gave Jesus intimacy with the power of the resurrection. 

Jesus said the greatest in the kingdom is the one who teaches the way to inherit the kingdom and then demonstrates its true …. 

The resurrection is the evidence that the faith revealed in Jesus on the cross, is the power of God to manifest His life in us. - The Sufferings of Christ 11/26/23

· Gal. 2:20-21 – looking at what it means to be crucified with Christ last week. Setup foundation for what the I was who was crucified in Christ. 
You don’t hear it then try to figure out how to apply it. The word is like a seed, you just make yourself available and let the Word persuade you.
You’re not trying to gain something, you have nothing to lose.
When Greg says sin he said not to be thinking about the bad things you do, reminding us that sin is a logic or way of thinking.
All things are lawful, not all are profitable.
Sin seeks to put a label on us, wants us to put a judgment on our value by looking at what other people think of you, what you’ve done, etc. Then it wants you to make a judgment about who you are 
The world would say Greg is a preacher. The world would say Dawn is missing a leg. Sin wants to persuade us of who we are and whether or not we are as we ought to be by pointing out what is manifesting in our flesh. It wants to take something in this world and make that the basis of who we are that is found in the flesh, so we live our lives in bondage to the flesh and the fruit of it.
You’re a preacher because what you are doing is preaching. That’s what sin says but God says you are a son.
The church isn’t there for Greg to feel better about himself. If the seats are empty that doesn’t speak to his value. 
The good news is that you can never fail at being a son or daughter
What God looks to define who man is, He sees a picture of Jesus and he sees a picture of you.
When God established Jesus as the identity for man, it was incorruptible. There is an image of man God created when he resurrected Jesus from the dead in the spirit. He did this so we could find evidence of what he believes about us and whether we are acceptable, as we ought to be, etc. - Complete In Christ 6/29/15
Gal. 2:20 - Paul connects the faith of the son of God with Jesus laying down his life for us …. There's a lot we can say about the work of Jesus in laying down his life, but one of the things Jesus was doing there is he is healing our blindness. - Good Good Father 6/17/24
· Gal 2:21 - the I that was crucified in Christ is not the I that committed all the sins. We should preach some kind of message about how we died to the I that was defined by the flesh. The I that we are not and the I that we are. The I that was resurrected in Jesus. This is the Gospel.
The I that died is the one who walked by the flesh and tried to identify with the flesh. 
The American dream is sin. Saying I will use my ability to do, to get, to have. There is nothing wrong with working hard and rising up the ranks. Let us do that because we are passionate. 
Sin looks at your behavior and tries to define you by those things. It tries to define you by others' opinions. In the day it can get you to define yourself by one of those things, that is the day it can reign over your life and take your members captive. 
The I that was crucified in Christ is the image that sin tried to create through those things. That I that you always thought that you were is actually dead and it won’t be resurrected. - Salvation From Sin 6/21/15
· Gal. 3:2-5 - Paul uses the word spirit and faith interchangeably in Galatians. God has a spirit of faith. We have the same spirit of faith. Something else he uses interchangeably is the faith of the son of God and the faith of Jesus. 
Did the spirit of God start bringing forth love when man was created? No. It always was. 
When God looked upon the world, even while they were still in the sin, he believed something about them that gave birth to Him loving them. What gave birth to that love? What he believed about them.  The thoughts of God about man cannot be shaped by their sin. The truth that has always existed isn’t changed by man sin. 
In that Becky can have fellowship with the word Greg has in his heart about her, she will be able to experience the love Greg has for her. It works the same way with God. In the same way when His thoughts about you can dwell in your heart it will cause the love that is in His heart to come out of you. - How Faith gives Birth to the Love of God in You 9/13
· Gal. 3:3 - In Paul's letter to the Galatians he says are you so foolish having begun in the Spirit will you now be made perfect by the strength of the flesh to perform the works of the law …. This only would I ask of you .. received ye the Holy Spirit by the works of the law or by the hearing of faith? 
We don’t look at the works of the law and try to live godly in the earth through our works. Rather we desire to see people filled with the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit can do no harm and it can cause no harm. The letter to the Galatians says the power to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit is contained in the hearing of the faith. Paul says Christ is made of full effect in people's lives by the power of the Spirit, and he says the way we walk in the Spirit is by the hearing of faith. The power for people to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit is through continuing to hear the faith that was revealed in Jesus Christ on the cross. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Gal. 3:10 – if you think your works make you right with God, you are putting yourself under the law. Following all the thou shalt not’s…that’s under the law.
The Beatitudes – Jesus established the strength of the law. 
Don’t let Christ die in vain for you. Get all the blessings that he paid for you to have. - Obedience In The New Covenant
· Gal. 3:10-12 - We tend to not see the importance of doctrine. We say what’s the big deal? If you don’t understand doctrine you can’t understand what Jesus did on the cross.
If you don’t understand doctrine the devil can hit you with his roars and you will think it’s God. You can feel really bad about yourself if you think that and then the devil has you right where he wants you.
Condemnation is the root of everything that is wrong in your life. Sickness, poverty, emotional trouble, etc. Anything that doesn’t bear good fruit, stems from a root of condemnation. If you don’t receive condemnation in your life, then the root won’t produce the fruit of condemnation. 
If the devil can convince you of the condemnation that you will believe you deserve it. 
Who is it that is blessed by God? We qualify by faith. 
The ones who are right with God are right by believing not by doing.
The law was not designed to bring a blessing. People don’t understand the purpose of the law so they try to apply it to something it was never meant for.
The law was never meant to bless but bring the curse. 
Why do you want to do something better or right? We are trying to be like God many times. When you want to be pleasing to Him, you say let me look at Him and be like that. Then we see we are not doing those things and feel condemned and fall into that trap and the curse. You won’t be able to do everything right. - Galatians Bible Study, Lesson 5
· Gal 3:14 – that the blessing of Abe may come on the gentiles thru faith….the blessing that would be poured out is the promise of the spirit…this is the blessing Malachi is talking about….blessing can come in physical nature but let’s not limit it to that
You can’t get the promise of the spirit by giving money, it’s through the spirit. - Christ Our First Fruits
· Gal. 3:17-26 - There’s a substance to Faith. It’s the most tangible thing there is whether it be in heaven or on earth. All things are held together by faith. Hebrews 11 says faith is the substance of everything we’ve ever wanted, and it's the actual evidence that what we desire is come. 

It can help us understand faith properly if we see it as the faith. The apostle Paul says God has given to everyone the measure of faith. In another place He says faith is a gift God has given to us.

He says to the Galatians, You guys are still looking at the law with a veil over your hearts. You Galatians are interpreting the law as if it makes void God's promise to justify us by the strength contained in His hand. You are reading the law as if it were against the promise of God. The law is not contrary to the promise of God. It doesn’t disannul God's promise to decorate us with His eternal life. 

The law came alongside the promise of God. It was there to be a schoolmaster to us. It was there to be a Tudor to us. It was given to keep our eyes on the promise of God, until the day of our inheritance. The law was given to keep our minds stayed on the work God would do to fulfill the promise He made to mankind before the fall of the world. The same promise he reaffirmed to Abraham. - Faith Came 12/6/20

· Gal. 3:19 - What is the purpose of the law then? This verse asks the same thing. What was the purpose of the law? It was added for transgressions until the seed came. 
The law was added so that people could see how badly they needed a savior. 
The purpose of the law is no longer there for the believer. It served a purpose up until Jesus came. The law does not serve a purpose for those who have accepted Jesus. 
Many scriptures about this, about God finding fault with the law. - N/A
· Gal. 3:19 - Paul says here the law was added because of transgressions. The law and the works of the law; with its carnal ordinances, baptisms and cleansing, and feast days and holy days, washings, and rituals, were added because mankind was living by sight. When we were living by sight, and not by faith, we had all the works and rituals contained in the law, so we can touch and handle and see the God who was invisible to our senses, and through that, commit the care of our lives into the hands of God. - Discerning God 6/8/25

· Gal. 3:19-23 - Paul says the law was given to point to faith towards God. He says it was given to shut people into the faith that would later be revealed in Jesus. 

Why did the Israelites need to be shut in by the faith that would later be revealed? Because of transgression. Paul says in verse 19 the law was added because of transgression. The transgression isn’t talking about the works of the flesh, it's talking about committing adultery on God. - The Faith of the Son of God 6/18/23

· Gal. 3:21 - New doesn't mean different. It's not called the new covenant because the promise is different. The apostle Paul says in Galatians the old covenant wasn’t contrary to the promise of God. It didn’t disannul the promise made to Abraham because it spoke of the same promise. Paul speaking of the old covenant in Ephesians calls it the covenant of promise. God’s been reaffirming the same promise through the covenants given to the Fathers and the prophets since the beginning. - N/A

· Gal.3:23-26 - Faith came in the person of Christ Jesus. Faith is the revelation of Jesus Christ, and Jesus is the revelation of the invisible God. So until faith came we were living by natural sight, and because we were living by sight, we were under school masters and tutors (religious rites, and ordinances and ….) The school masters and tutors were meant to exercise our senses by helping us to see the invisible God. But now that faith is come in the person of Christ Jesus, and the God who was invisible is made visible in the face of Jesus Christ. We don’t touch and handle and see God through rites or rituals or sacraments. We touch and handle the invisible God through the Holy Spirit; through the hearing of faith. As it is written God has poured out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts whereby we cry out Abba Father. We cry Abba Father because by faith we see him who is invisible. We see Him who was invisible through the eternal Son, and the Holy Spirit.

The God who was invisible was made visible in the person of Christ Jesus. Faith is the revelation of Jesus Christ. The faith Jesus authored in the earth is the revelation of the invisible God. Faith made the invisible God visible. Jesus makes visible the God who was invisible to the natural sight. In John 8 Jesus says he’s the light of the world, and then immediately after he heals a guy who was blind from his birth. The point of Jesus healing the blind man isn’t that His natural sight was healed. Yes his natural sight was healed, but blindness in the scriptures speaks of not being able to see God with you, serving you with His life; causing death to pass over you. 

The point of Jesus healing the blind guy is that Jesus is the image of the invisible God, and we can touch and handle and see God in him. The woman caught in the act of adultery was blind. She couldn’t see God; and because she couldn’t see God she went whoring after other gods. There’s Jesus, he’s the image of the invisible God, he heals the woman's blindness, by removing the sentence of death that was reigning over her, justifying her from her accusers. Jesus says he judges no one after the flesh. The Pharisees were living by natural sight. They issued a judgment based on the sin and death that was manifesting in the woman caught in the act of adultery. Jesus didn’t issue a judgment based on natural sight. He issued a judgment based on the knowledge of God, and through his judgment, the invisible God was made visible in him. - Discerning God 6/8/25

· Gal. 3:24 - Once you graduate, do you still need your principal? No. The principle is there for those who have still not graduated. The law was our schoolmaster until we come to Christ. 
After that faith has come we are no longer under a schoolmaster Gal 3:25.
The Pharisees ripped things out of the law that people couldn’t believe in. They dumbed it down so that it made it seem they could follow all the things in the law.
There is a mixture mostly in the body of Christ. The law doesn’t bring holiness but preachers say yes brother we need the law for it is holy. That results in us not putting all our trust in Jesus. We are mixing in our own works. - Purpose of the Law
· Gal. 3:24 - The apostle Paul talking about the law in his letter to the Galatians says the law is a shadow of good things to come in Christ. He says before faith came in Jesus we were kept under the law, and the purpose was for us to be shut up unto the faith that would later be revealed in Jesus. You know years ago I always read that as if it said the law shut us out of the faith. But, shut up unto the faith doesn't mean shut out from the faith. It means to enclose something on all sides. It means to shut two things up together, like locking them in a room together.

The law was like a Tudor and Governor to us, while we were babes in need of milk, introducing us to the faith that would later be revealed in Christ. The law was a schoolmaster to us, bringing us to Christ. The way it brings us to Christ is by laying the foundation from where we would lay aside the weight of perfecting ourselves from the sin and death in the world, and instead look to the work God would perform. The law showed us trusting in our works for life was causing death to reign over us, and it showed us that God would provide a lamb to take away the death sin was serving us with.

You might say doesn't Galatians say the law is not of faith? If you look at the context there what Paul is saying is performing the works of the law to be justified is not of faith. The Galatians thought justification was found in performing the works of the law. If you think you can be justified by performing the works of the law, that is opposed to the faith. Here’s the thing, the law never said justification was found in performing the works of the law. Romans 9 says that Israel sought after the law of righteousness but did not attain to the law of righteousness. Now why didn’t they attain to the righteousness the law spoke of? Paul says it’s because they sought it by performing the works of the law and not by faith. The law pointed to faith towards God. - Got Milk 4/10/22

· Gal. 3:24 - Paul says in his letter to the Galatians the law was a schoolmaster. He says it was a Tudor. Teaching us that God has given us His life in Jesus. God’s face being hidden behind the veil wasn't God rejecting us. It was part of His everlasting kindness, to gather us to himself; to remove the poison of asps that is stinging us with death, from under our tongues. Even though his face was hidden for a moment, it was part of his everlasting kindness to gather us to Himself. 

God did not forsake mankind. He didn't look at us, and reject us because we played the harlot. He looked at us playing the harlot with death, and rejected our fornication with death…. He didn't reject our fornication out of some selfish petulance. He wasn't angry, wanting a divorce. He was interceding in our lives to save us from our union to death. The reason he rejected our union to death is because when he walked by us, even when we were in our blood; dead in sin, from the bite of the serpent, we were still beautiful to him. God rejected our fornication with the works of our hands because it joined us together with death, and He wasn't willing to let us die. God loves us with an everlasting love. It’s not a fickle kind of love that comes and goes based on our faithfulness to Him.

Example of a daughter bringing home a man she’s dating to meet her father … the father can either bless the union or curse the union …. The father will hide his face … the hiding of the face means you refuse to give your blessing to the union. It means you cannot bless the union. Not only does it mean you refuse to bless the union, it means you are cursing it.

It’s the same thing God did in the garden with Adam, when he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. When God puts Adam out of the garden to keep him from eating from the tree of life, while being joined together with sin and death, it’s God hiding his face. It’s God refusing to bless Adam’s union to destruction. For God to bless something means for Him to grant it eternal life.

It’s not that God forsook us, it’s that God forsook us forsaking Him. He refused to bless our fornication with the flesh. When thou wast refused .. our fornication was refused. The name of the false gods on our tongue is what God refused. He was showing us He’s the only one who has life in Himself. He was showing us He’s the only one who can make us fruitful. - History of God and Mankind 7/29/24

· Gal. 3:28 - Being in Christ doesn’t mean that we can now perform the law. That is a contradiction of the truth. They are different concepts. Old wineskin.
There was a punishment for failing in the system that we chose. There was a debt to be paid…debt and the curse. It wasn’t God’s plan though. 
Why did Jesus die? So we could partake of the life that was in Him, so we could be sons and daughters of God.
We have full rights and privileges as children of God.
We were in bondage to a system of performance. If you feel you have to perform to have God’s life flowing thru you then you are in bondage
If you want to have a better relationship with God start counting everything you can do to be in a relationship with God as dung. When you start understanding that it’s not about what you do, it opens you up to start to know Him. He will lead you away from the rules and regulations. 
Spiritual maturity is not relating to God by what you do. Somebody could be doing a bunch of things because they are a servant and not have that relationship.
If you know God then you know you can never relate to Him by anything other than grace
Any rules or regulations you implement is bondage
Often times it’s not God but your conscience that is condemning you or telling you to do something
God’s way to get you to stop something is not by saying don’t do that but to draw you into intimacy with Him. He’s trying to tell you about what Christ did.
Ask yourself is that the law? Is that God telling you to do the law? - Galatians Bible Study Lesson 8
· Gal. 3:29 – It’s by belief that you inherit the promise…not something you do. Give an example of giving. If you think God owes you then, you are believing in your works.
Patience is not turning away from the grace of God because you don’t see everything happen right away. Don’t go yank up the seed. Just say it’s the grace of God and we should not be moved with that. Say we don’t care what it looks like, we believe God has cleaned us in every way. Purpose to stay on that path. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 12
· Gal. 4:1-3 – the law and commandments were the wisdom of the world. He called it weak and beggarly. Why? Bc no system of doing right and wrong can produce the life of God in your life. If we try to produce that life by what we have accomplished, we are missing the mark because it can’t produce God’s quality of life. 
Don’t try to do everything right, we can’t do everything right and that’s not what God has called us to do. God has called Greg to show people Him and His life. 
If we are consumed with doing everything right then we are self conscious and not God conscious. 
The life of God doesn’t automatically manifest in our lives. - God’s Perfect Will For Your Life
· Gal. 4:1-3 - The word elements is the Greek word “stroicheia”. It’s been translated using various English words such as “elementary principles” “rudiments”. The elementary principle of the world is to live by natural sight instead of the faith of God. The world does not know God so they live by sight instead of the knowledge of God. The spies in the OT lived by sight instead of the knowledge of God, except for Joshua and Caleb, they lived by the knowledge of God. So the elementary principle of the world is because the world lives by sight, it seeks to know God; the world seeks to have intimacy with God, with life, by observing rituals, and feasts and days and weeks and moons, and baptisms, and cleansings, and meat and drink. 

Paul connects the purpose of the works of the law, with its carnal ordinances, and baptisms and washings; and feasts; and holy days with us being a small child, not yet a full grown son, immature, meaning carnal and not spiritual, not able to see God because we are living by natural sight. When we were living by natural sight, living in bondage to the elements of the world, Paul says we were babes; he says we were infants, and even though we were heirs of God, we needed tutors; we needed a schoolmaster; to exercise our senses; to discern God; to feed us with milk; to continuously remind us of God’s righteousness to serve us with His life. 

Paul, writing after Christ is come , says in 2nd Cor 5 we live by faith and not by sight. The faith revealed in Christ Jesus is the substance of things hoped for. The faith that is of him; of Christ, is the evidence of things not seen with the natural sight. Faith is the substance of God Himself; Faith is the revelation of the God that wasn’t able to be seen by natural sight. 

There’s a time when mankind was living by sight, and not by faith. Our hearts were hardened to the Spirit of Truth. We could not retain God in our knowledge. It's not that the world didn’t see God perform many mighty works. Look at everything God did to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt and into the promised land. The problem is we couldn’t retain the righteousness of God in our knowledge. It did not matter how many mighty works God performed, and He performed many. He parted the Red Sea. He caused death to pass over them. He poured out manna from heaven; He brought forth water from the rock. He gave them a land that was occupied with giants, a land filled with milk and honey; vineyards they did not plant; houses they did not build. It didn't matter how many miracles God performed, mankind was still living by sight and not by faith. So the next time their senses encountered something that contradicted the knowledge God was with them to offer them Himself; to prepare a table for them, where they can partake of His divine nature. They transgressed God; they walked out of the way; they went whoring after other gods; they lusted after the strength of the flesh. How can you worship a God you can’t see? How can you give yourself over into the arms of someone if you can't see Him. How can you trust someone you can’t see with your life. How can you see a God who’s invisible to the natural sight if you’re living by natural sight? - Discerning God 6/8/25

· Gal. 4:1-11 - The Galatians are a group of believers who were fathered in the faith by the apostle Paul. Galatia is the area Paul visited after he was stoned and left for dead in Acts 14. Paul says in Galatians chapter 3 he put Christ on display in their midst, clearly crucified. What Paul means is he put the faith that was revealed in Christ on the cross, clearly on display in their midst.

Paul’s writing to the Galatians because he does not want his labor to be in vain. He says he will continue in labor amongst them until Christ is fully formed in them. The problem is the Galatians are trying to be filled with all the fulness of the Godhead through the rituals and carnal ordinances contained in the law. Some Judaizers visited the Galatians and told them the way to know God; the way to commune with God and His mercy and grace, is through rituals and carnal ordinances, specifically circumcision of the flesh of the foreskin.

You might think why were they confused to begin with? Why would they think the power to know God’s grace is found in rituals and ordinances? Paul says he put Christ clearly on display crucified amongst them. The reason the Galatians were confused, and really the reason why people continue to be confused today thinking they can commune with God’s grace through certain religious rites, is because those things testify of God. They were given by God through Moses to be an introduction to the doctrine of Christ. The difficulty is these things can’t be evil. They were instituted by God, through Moses. The idea is if God gave these things, and these things are pointing to Christ, then shouldn’t we be observing these things; things like days and weeks, baptisms and eating and drinking certain things, or abstaining from eating and drinking certain things. 

So the apostle Paul, like a wise master builder explains the purpose of the works of the law, and why the power to commune with the divine nature is not found in rites, and rituals, and carnal ordinances. So what was the purpose of God giving us those things, and why are they no longer required for Christian worship (when we talk about worship - we’re talking about communing with God; we’re talking about communing with the divine nature). - Discerning God 6/8/25

· Gal. 4:6 - Paul says we have not been given a spirit that tells us God’s face is hid from us; we have not been given the spirit that says to us our affliction is a sign God is not with us, and abhorring us. But, we’ve been given the same Spirit that was in the Lord Jesus. The Spirit that cries out Abba because it sees He is there in the midst of the tribulation, serving us with His life.

The Spirit we’ve been given through Jesus causes us to stand fast in liberty. It keeps us from being submitted to the weak and beggarly elements of the world because it gives us eyes to see God with us Shepherding our lives. The moment we can be tempted through death we see God there serving us with His life, and that keeps us from the weak and beggarly elements of the world. As it is written the Lord is my Shepherd I come behind in no good thing. I see He is present with me always, Shepherding my life, and that causes me to lie down, that quiets my heart from the fear that's in the world through death. - Freedom 2/27/22

· Gal. 4:6 - The faith of the Son of God is Abba! The Father is the faith of the Son of God. That's why Paul says God poured out the Spirit of his Son whereby we cry out Abba. The faith of the Son of God, is that even should everyone scatter from me, and it looks like I’m left alone to care for myself, I’m not alone, for the Father is with me, to serve me with the life we shared from everlasting. Abba is the faith of Jesus … he was walking in the spirit .. he lived his life in the flesh beholding the father with him …. Jesus was sweating blood from his brow, on account of his flesh being afflicted on the cross. The lust of the flesh was not fulfilled in Jesus on the cross because he was refreshed by the presence of the Father. He did not work. His flesh was weak, from the infirmity of the death that was upon him, but the Spirit warred against the flesh, refreshing Jesus with the Fathers presence, showing him he was not alone. The Father was with him, and that clothed upon Jesus’ nakedness. 

Use Jesus on cross as an example of not fulfilling lust of the flesh because he was refreshed with the presence of the father … - The Cool of the Day 6/10/24

· Gal. 4:21-27 – he is talking to people who want to combine the law and grace. 
He starts by asking those who want to be justified by the law, do you not hear the law?
Many read the story about how God chose Isaac. That story is demonstrating the two covenants. Law and Grace. Even back then God was demonstrating these two concepts. What is the product of human effort and what is the product of relying on God?
You can find types of Jesus in the OT.
The OT is the NT concealed. If we didn’t have the NT, we probably couldn’t have figured it out. The OT is the NT revealed. 
Some things in the bible were meant as typology. It is revealing something else. 
Whenever you read about Hagar, you are reading about the law. That is what she represents. Paul said that. He is saying Hagar is a representation of Mount Sinai. That is where the law was given. 
The law gives birth to bondage. If you want to be under the law, don’t you first want to know what the law does. Do you ever experience bondage? Fear, poverty, sickness is bondage. If you experience those things it means the law is working in your life. There is no condemnation there but just need to realize it.
God has called us to a ministry to destroy human works. Most would hear that wanting to do a good work for God is good, but that is law. We sometimes think there is no law in us, but even saying something like that reveals the law in us. Ask God to show you if there is any bondage in your life. Somewhere there is law working. - Casting Out The Bondwoman
· Gal 5:1-5 - Going to focus on verse 1. 

There's freedom for you in Christ. There's something in Christ that serves us with freedom, and keeps us from being entangled with the weak and beggarly elements of the world. The freedom Paul is talking about here isn't just freedom from performing the works of the law to be justified. That’s part of it, but you can see you don’t have to perform the works of the law to be justified and still be in bondage to the weak and beggarly elements of the world.

The weak and beggarly elements of the world are things like touch not, taste not, handle not. Or the observance of days, and months, and times, and years. They come from the belief that the flesh can satisfy its desire for life through its own strength. The weak and beggarly elements of the world is anything we look to for the purpose of gathering peace and love and joy to ourselves, that is dependent on the strength we see in our flesh. The Galatians thought if they could be circumcised in the flesh, that would be the strength that could serve them with the life they desired. 

Touch not, taste not handle not. Observing days and times and years, and things like the circumcision of the flesh. The reason Paul calls those things weak and beggarly is because they can never satisfy the flesh with long life. Those things are weak because they can never overcome death in the flesh; they can never put the flesh to rest; they can never give the flesh what it is really after. Paul says the only thing that has the strength to satisfy the flesh’s desire for life; for peace and love and joy, is the faith that came in Jesus Christ. He says the certainty of life; the certainty of seeing life manifested in us, can only be found in the faith that was revealed in Jesus.

How can we find ourselves remaining in the liberty Christ came to give us? I mean how do we end up being entangled again with bondage in the first place. How did these guys in Galatia end up in bondage? Paul says in Galatians 3 Christ was put clearly on display in their midst … they saw clearly in Christ being crucified, that the power to be justified with life isn't found in the strength you can manifest through the works of your hands. So how is it the Galatians were able to be bewitched to begin with? - Freedom 2/27/22

· Gal. 5: 1-5 - What do you do if you need a breakthrough? If you are struggling? This is where you go to the hope of righteousness. Stand fast in the liberty…Christ has become of no effect to those who are trying to be justified by the law. Focused on verse 5. What do you do when you are struggling? This will give us patience if we don’t see the anGalatians 5:3-4 – why would Paul make this statement? Because if you add anything to the finished work of Jesus then you have to add the whole thing. They were trying to add circumcision, Paul says if you want to add on part then you are obligated to do the whole thing. - N/A
· Gal. 5:3-4 – why would Paul make this statement? Because if you add anything to the finished work of Jesus then you have to add the whole thing. They were trying to add circumcision, Paul says if you want to add on part then you are obligated to do the whole thing.
We cannot preach the commandments and preach grace.
We are diminishing what Jesus did on the cross and glorifying what we can do when we mix it. Christ has become of no effect to you.
We don’t need to justify ourselves. Christ has justified us.
Don’t exalt self-effort. 
Anybody who thinks they are justified by following the ten commandments, have fallen from grace. People hate hearing that.
We can’t be married to two wives. Can’t be married to Mr. Law and Mr. Grace. We are not married to the law. Christ died to the law in his death, so that we could be married to Christ and Christ only. That is not the law. We are walking around with two rings. 
How did the serpent beguile Eve? To make her think she would be more like God if you eat from this tree. That tree was a picture of the law. Eve ate of the law. We have the same thing going on today. The serpent is getting us to think we will be more holy if we just eat from the law. 
We think to ourselves how did these people miss it but we do the same thing immediately. - Mixing Law & Grace
· Gal. 5:4 - The scriptures say in multiple places the just shall live by faith. Faith is a way of life. Faith is about so much more than just your eternal destination. It’s about looking into the mystery of the divine will and workings of the Father, Son, and Spirit, for the purpose of partaking with them in their divine nature, in the here and now, as well as forevermore. If all we think about when we think of faith is about going to heaven or hell, we’ll end up forgetful hearers, not continuing to behold our lives in the perfect law of liberty, and Christ will be rendered of no effect in our lives, in the here and now, just as Paul told the Galatians.

So what does it mean to live by faith ….. When we talk about faith we’re talking about the wisdom from above; we’re talking about the revelation of Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God; we’re talking about the truth that was revealed concerning God and man, in Christ Jesus. We’re talking about the trinity, and the life and fellowship in the trinity, and the way in which Father, Son, and Spirit manifest themselves in our lives to make us partakers with them in their divine nature. - This Is The Way 6/16/25

· Gal. 5:5 - If we don’t understand how to deal with these feelings, we can easily be deceived into going back to trusting in our flesh. 
This verse  shows us how to handle the time in between our manifestations. We get busy thinking what does it mean that I haven’t seen the manifestation yet?
While we seek to be justified, we wait through the spirit by faith. 
The Galatians were seeking justification through the flesh. Justification is the result of God's life manifesting in you. It will manifest in every area that you need it.
We cannot be made perfect through the strength of the flesh. 
Being made perfect is talking about the kind of life they are experiencing. Do you now seek to experience the life of God through the law? Do you seek confidence before God by your ability to perform these commandments?
He created mankind to occupy the place of the son in the godhead and experience a certain kind of life from there. To experience the God life, the same kind of life as him. Eternal life. 
Being made perfect is talking about experiencing the life we were made to experience. While we are waiting for the manifestation we do it by the spirit thru faith.
We are perfect and complete in our design and all his desires, we satisfy every desire he had to create a being like that. We are perfect and complete in His eyes. He has declared in Jesus that you lack nothing and He is at rest with the type of life you can experience. - N/A
· Gal. 5:6 – circumcision availeth nothing /// what he is saying is the works of the law can produce nothing in your life. They cannot produce the fruit of the spirit in your life. Faith that works by love can produce the fruit of the spirit. Faith produces love. What is faith? I believe what God believes about me, the only definition of me is who He is, now His life will be born in me and His life will flow out of me effortlessly. - What Is The Curse Of Law?
· Gal. 5:16 - The apostle Paul says here walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh … we read that and we don’t always make the connection to what Paul’s saying. You know what the lust of the flesh is, if you look back at Genesis 3? God says to Adam because you’ve eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and your nakedness has been uncovered, instead of clothed upon, you’re going to try and find life by the sweat of your brow. So there’s Adam fulfilling the lust of the flesh … his flesh desires to be clothed upon not uncovered, but because he doesn’t see God with him to clothe him, he tries to satisfy his desire through his own works … That's the flesh lusting after life. It’s when the flesh tries to satisfy its desire for life through its own strength … It's called living by the sweat of the brow. Paul was living by the sweat of the brow before meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus. He was trying to be exalted by the multitude of the merchandise he could gather to himself. 

The flesh was never meant to be perishing. It was never meant to not be glorified …. The flesh was never meant to be naked, as in not decorated in God's life, and now it sees that it’s not. That's Adam’s nakedness being uncovered. And so now that flesh is longing for, or desiring to be clothed upon. - The Cool of the Day 6/10/24

· Gal. 5:16 - Walking in the Spirit is to live in this world, knowing the Father is always with you, He is in you and you are in Him. It’s to live beholding the Father’s face shining upon you, even in affliction, …. That brings a refreshing to you, it keeps the lust of the flesh from being fulfilled in you, it wipes the sweat from your brow. 

Sweat represents a heavy burden you are carrying. When we exert ourselves we sweat. We drink Gatorade and things like that to try and refresh ourselves from our exhaustion. The Spirit puts the flesh to rest by refreshing it with the presence of the Father. It’s like a cold wet rag, wiping the brow from its sweat … The Spirit catches you up into the presence of the Father, you see the table He prepared for you. A table full of His life; a table prepared with the lamb He provided …. You don’t try to not fulfill the lust of the flesh … What happens is the Spirit comforts you with the presence of the Father clothing you in His lamb, and that wipes away the sweat from your brow, and keeps the lust of the flesh from being fulfilled in you.

When Paul says nothing can separate me from the love of God …. Neither shipwreck, peril sword … he was walking in the Spirit, He saw the Father braided Himself together with Him, to catch him up into the life of the Father, Son, & Spirit, and nothing could keep the Father from manifesting His life in Paul. When Jesus says the hour is coming where everyone will scatter from me and it will look like I’m alone, I won’t be alone, the Father is with me. Jesus was walking in the Spirit. - The Cool of the Day 6/10/24

· Gal. 5:17 - The apostle Paul says here the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh (account of Jesus in Gethsemane is perfect depiction of what the apostle Paul is describing here). The Spirit conditions our flesh unto rest. The Spirit conditions our flesh by showing us the substance of our every desire; the substance of everything our senses are longing for is contained in the faith revealed in Jesus Christ. The Spirit conditions our flesh to be dead to the world; not in the sense of isolating yourself, or not enjoying things in the world. But, dead to the world in the sense of being able to perceive the beauty we’re longing for isn’t contained in created things.

What happens is you feel the groaning within yourself; you can feel a sense of longing for something. Something to make you whole; something to make you complete. Like a hunger or a thirst for something. The exercising of your senses is for you to be able to discern the beauty you’re groaning for, and where it can be found. It’s to discern that you’re longing to touch and to handle and to see the word of life. It’s to be awakened to the likeness of the Father. You discern the burning you feel in your heart, is to see the Father, and His life manifested in you bodily and in the earth. The day dawns, and the Daystar arises in your heart. You see the substance of what you’re longing for in the glorified Jesus, and you see the Father has given you His likeness as a gift in him.

We can see all these things in Jesus on the cross. You can see the exercising of the senses. You can see the fullness of the stature of Sonship. You can see the verses we covered from proverbs 6 last week. It really brings out the Spirit and the richness of the scriptures when we see them come alive in Jesus. Jesus makes the scriptures come alive. Without Jesus revealing the spirit in the scriptures, they become nothing more than dead letters. Jesus is the word made flesh. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are contained in him. All our thoughts about God and the scriptures are meant to be shaped by the word made flesh in Jesus. - Dawning of the Day Star 2/25/24

· Gal. 5:22 - The definition of this life called love can be found in the description in Gal. 5:22 where Paul lists the fruit of the spirit. There is always love, joy, peace, kindness, long suffering, etc., in the midst of it. Both are filled with joy when they think of the other one, see the other one, etc. A life where the father believes in the son and son believes in the father. 
We partake of this fellowship by abiding in Jesus. Because we abide in the him, the anointing in him that contains the wisdom and truth revealed in Jesus, caused us to have fellowship with the son thru the spirit, it caused us to have intimacy with the father as well, and this began to cause us to think ourselves as son, and have relationship with the Father as son and experience God is love. This is called trinity dynamics. 
The wisdom of God was made flesh in Jesus. This wisdom ascended the right hand of God, seated above any other word about you or what the Father thinks about you. This declared this word is the only word about you. This declared your freedom from sin because there is a human being that reps you seated at the right hand of God. - Walking in the Cool of the day
· Gal. 5:22 – that’s a description of the life you were created to experience not what you are to go and do.
Example – if you lose your job, you don’t worry about it, you say glory to god he will provide for me. You can say who cares, glory to god I’ll get another one and He promised me He’ll never leave me or forsake me.
The righteousness of faith speaks of man being designed to experience a certain quality of life and Jesus being the thing that brings forth that life in them. Righteousness doesn’t speak to God accepting or rejecting ppl. It speaks of the one whom God loves, the one who is the apple of His eye, and if they are experiencing the life of their design or not. The life of His son or not. 
Our faith won’t raise us up to glory, it’s God’s faith in Jesus. It doesn’t rest on our faith but the character of God. Otherwise we are clothing ourselves in glory. 
Righteousness is used in these verses is the state of one being as they ought to be in the sense of thinking, feeling and acting. 
We’ve confused the identity with the design of man. They then think it’s a negative proclamation about who they are. 
Sin is causing you to experience a life that is not as it ought to be but that doesn’t mean you are not as you ought to be. 
When we have a wrong feeling, we should feel comfortable enough to say this is not as it ought to be and not that we are not justified in our identity. 
We get so law minded that we think God is like a general giving out orders, these verses don’t talk about God commanding us to feel and think and act this way. 
When we see it as something that God requires rather than something we were created to experience we will be filled with laboring and toiling to bring forth the proper fruit and then define ourselves by the fruit that manifests, thoughts, feelings, etc. In the day we define ourselves by those things is the day Satan has corrupted us and we will experience a life called death. 
When Paul speaks of righteousness he speaks of someone experiencing the life they were created to experience. The correct thoughts, actions and feelings can’t come through the law of Moses. If that is the case Christ died in vain.
We put such a focus on the fruit rather than the thoughts and feelings, so we come at it backwards. The thoughts and feelings should be more emphasized. When we do that we feel the same way God feels which leads to his fruit being manifested in Him. 
Think about what God was thinking about and how he felt…this is how we find the life of God born in our hearts. 
The life of God is also defined by His thoughts and feelings, not just fruit. 
Praise God that we are not sitting around wondering what God's thoughts are towards us. 
You can tell yourself you’re righteous all you want but it's powerless to bring forth the thoughts, feelings and life of God because the only way it can really happen is for you to identify and find the only truth about who you are seated at the right hand of God. 
God has thought so well of us that the only way to describe it is the most eloquent speech there is in Jesus himself. This is the only report about us, when we reason there His life will come forth. Christ is the mind of God and when we think like He thinks, His life will manifest in us effortlessly. - The Life Of A Son 7/12/15
· Gal 5:16-25 - Walking in the Spirit is to live in the world with the faith that was manifested in the resurrected Jesus as your sight. You see God has sowed His strength to build you the life you always longed for in the resurrection of Jesus. And you live the life you have now in the world by the faith that the life you see in Jesus is your life. 

You’re no longer looking around in the world for a sign that you have what is needed for life. You live in the world beholding the life God has built for you in the face of Jesus, and the life you see in Jesus is the evidence you possess an incorruptible life that is full of all that is just. You live the life you have in the world with your desire for life having been satisfied by the life you see God built for you when He raised Jesus from the dead.

So what is it to walk after the flesh?

Simply put walking after the flesh means for you to be intimate with the flesh. It’s for your intimacy to be with the flesh. It means to fornicate with your flesh. The Bible calls it fornication because your maker is your husband, and if you are being intimate with something other than God to bear fruit it is considered to be adultery.

What does it mean to be intimate with the flesh? I mean how can you be intimate with your flesh? 

We talked last week about the Holy Spirit building us a life when the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. In the same way the Holy Spirit has built us a life, and that life is contained in Christ Jesus. There's a life that's been built by man. Man has tried to build themselves a life through the strength contained in their own hand, and that life is contained in the world.  

Adam was like a do-it-yourselfer. Adam said I am my own workmanship. I will build myself a life that is so glorious it can serve me with peace and love and joy. He didn't want to call in the expert in bringing forth life. He saw what the life of God looked like and he said I can build God’s life myself. I can decorate myself with God's life. I can just watch a YouTube video and build for myself a life that can satisfy my desire for peace and love and joy. Just as the prodigal son wasted his inheritance, and tried to build for himself the life he saw in his father. Adam wasted his inheritance. He sold the eternal life that was his inheritance for the life he could gain from the strength contained in his flesh.

But, listen the life Adam built is but dust. It's of an earthy substance. I mean Adam was made from dust, and since the way he tried to build himself a life was by sowing the strength contained in his own hand, the substance of the life he built can only be dust. 

Now because the substance of the life Adam built is just dust, it's subject to corruption. That means the life Adam built is defined by injustice and calamity and destruction and death. The life Adam built is shaped by temporal things that are all perishing. It fades as the flower of the grass, and ends up in the grave. It's at the mercy of the sin and death in the world. 

Now walking after the flesh is that you identify with the life that's been built by the strength contained in man’s hand. You live and move and have your being within that life. You identify with the life in the world. You see the life that's in the world, or rather the death that's in the world and you confuse your life with what you see there. You see the death and tribulation and calamity and corruption and all that is going on in the world and you live as if your life is contained in those things. You see the good and the evil that is in the world and you live as if your life is contained in the good you can see happen and the bad you can keep from happening.

You hear you were crucified with Christ to the world and the world to you, and you continue to live beholding your life in the face of the world and what you see you have in the world. Your intimacy is with the life Adam fathered, and because the life you are walking in is earthy and but dust, and subject to decay. What happens is you end up sowing the strength contained in your flesh to try and gather peace and love and joy to yourself. You end up fornicating with your flesh to try and be justified by the life you can gather to yourself.

Crucified with Christ to the world and the world to you.

Doesn’t mean it’s bad to enjoy things in the world. On the contrary it’s actually the power to be able to enjoy life while in the world. It’s the revelation that the world is not the Father of your life. It's the revelation that the substance your life consists of is not contained in the world or the things and happenings in the world.

Explain lust of the flesh .... 

If a person is living in the world, beholding their lives in the world, lust will be conceived in them. If the life they are identifying with is corruptible. They’ll want life so badly, they’ll crave life so badly that they will work their flesh to try and satisfy themselves with the peace and the love and the joy they crave. I mean if you are all the time seeing your life as perishing and being corrupted by the world around you; if you are all the time seeing your life as lacking in something that is needed, that will compel you to sow the strength contained in your own hand to try and nurture yourself unto life.

The works of the flesh is the fruit that comes from a person working their flesh to produce the fruit of the Spirit. We can put the flesh to work desiring to produce something good, and the result that will come forth is the works of the flesh. Why did Cain murder Abel? Cain was a tiller of the ground. Remember our bodies were made from the ground. Cain worked his flesh to try and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. He looked to the strength contained in his own hand to try and satisfy himself with peace and murder was the fruit that came forth from him.

Should a person put the flesh to work to gather unto themselves peace and love and joy, the fruit that will come forth from that is Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings,

Remember when Paul talks about walking in the Spirit the context is the life God built for us through His Spirit. 

If you walk in the life the Spirit has built for you in Christ Jesus, then you shall not sow the strength contained in your flesh to try and gather life to yourself. 

Now listen there's a newness that comes from knowing that now you possess an incorruptible life in Christ Jesus. It satisfies your craving for life. 

Psalm 91:16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

Within the life God built you by His Spirit is all that is just and right. Within that life is all that is pure and perfect and lovely. There is grace within that life; there are nutrients within that life. All the vitamins and protein you need to experience peace and love and joy are contained within the life God built you. There are rivers of living water, and strength within that life. Within that life is the ability to make anything that has gotten crooked straight. The life God built you carries within it the certainty that everything that has gotten crooked will be made straight.

Your heart will be comforted from the tribulation in the world. Your flesh will be put to rest by the love you see God has for you. As you walk in the life the Spirit has built for you in the man Christ Jesus, that life will condemn the death that's in the world, and keep your heart from fear. As you walk in the life the Spirit built for you, what will happen is your craving for life will be satisfied. And the works of the flesh will not have an opportunity to manifest in your life. 

The true sowing and reaping in the letter to the Galatians isn't about sowing money and reaping money. It's about walking in the life man has built by sowing the strength contained in their own hand. Or walking in the life God has built for man by sowing His Spirit. If you walk in the life man has built by sowing the strength contained in their own hand you will reap from that life the works of the flesh. If you walk in the life God has built man through His Spirit raising Jesus from the dead in glorified immortal flesh, then you will reap from that life the fruit of the Spirit. - God Sowed His Spirit 7/12/20

· Gal. 5:16-25 - The church is become like the Israelites in the apostle Paul’s day. We have a zeal for God but it's not according to the correct knowledge.

The traditions of men have taught that the way you walk in the Spirit is you perform the fruit of the Spirit. Kind of like where I wake up today and I say I want to walk in the Spirit therefore if I can love people that is how I can get in the Spirit.

The fruit of the Spirit is not the precursor to walking in the Spirit. It's what the Spirit brings forth in a person should they walk in the Spirit.

Gal. 5:16-25

So what does it mean to walk in the Spirit?

Simply put it means to be intimate with the Spirit. Well how is it we can be intimate with the Spirit. What does that look like?

The Spirit is called the Spirit of Life. Now listen because of the love God has in His heart for you He sent His spirit to build you a life.

Ephesians says we are God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus. God sent the Holy Spirit into the earth to build us a life that is in the very same image of the life we see in Christ Jesus. In fact the life we see in Christ Jesus is the life God has built for us. 

Walking in the Spirit is to be intimate with the life God built for us through His Spirit. It's to live and move and have your being within the life God built for you when He raised Jesus from the dead and glorified his flesh with immortality. 

What happens is you see just as the Spirit hovered over the face of the deep in Genesis to bring forth life and give the earth shape and form. You see the Spirit has also hovered over mankind to give them shape and form. You see the Spirit has shaped a life for you by forming a body that was made of a heavenly incorruptible substance in the person of Jesus. And you live your life in the world knowing the life the Spirit has built for you, is your life. 

There’s a life that's been from the beginning; that is the chief of all things; that all things have their very existence from, and that holds all things together. This life created everything from nothing. It stood in the midst of the darkness and chaos that was in the earth in the beginning and brought forth light and order and beauty. Within this life there is no lack; there is no death, no darkness, no decay ...... within this life is the ability to bring death to nothingness. Now listen that life is in Jesus. That life manifested in the flesh of Jesus, the son of man, who was dead in the grave. That life raised him up in a body that was glorified with the immortality of God.

Walking after the Spirit is to identify with that life. It's to fellowship with the Father, Son, and Spirit around that life. It's to live from the faith that says that life is your life. That life is in you and you are in it.

Walking in the Spirit is to live by faith. And not your own faith. Its not about you trying to muster up belief. It's not about you trying to believe. It's about you living your life beholding the faith that was made flesh in Jesus.

Now within the faith that was revealed in Jesus I see the Spirit has built me a life that is in the very image of the glory and immortality God possesses in Himself. And the life I live now in the flesh I live beholding that life as my own life. I live my life in the world living by the faith that the life I see in Jesus is my life. 

Hebrews 11 says faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Again the faith being talked about here is not of ourselves. Your faith is not the substance of things hoped for. Hebrews 12 says Jesus is the beginning and the end of the faith that is the substance of what we hope for. 

The faith that was made flesh in the resurrection of Jesus is the substance of the life we always longed for. I see God has sowed His strength to build me a life, and within the life He has built me is the substance of everything I long for. The life I live now in the flesh I live by beholding the life God has built for me in the face of Jesus, and that dwells in my heart as the evidence that the life I see in Jesus is my life. And that is what it means to walk in the Spirit. - Walking With The Spirit 7/5/21

· Gal 6: 1-2 - Today we are going to look at the inner workings of the body of Christ and how we can be of help to one another should any of us be overtaken in a fault. We are going to take our primary text from Galatians 6 ....

Comfort one another in your burdens with the message of Christ, and through that you will see the realization of the life of Christ manifested in one another. 

The point isn't to go around looking for faults in people. As members of the body of Christ we shouldn’t be roaming around looking for beams in one another’s eyes to point out. If we feel we must look for a beam in someone’s eye let us talk with God about the beam in our own eye.

The apostle Paul says should one of our brothers or sisters be taken captive in a fault let those who are spiritual restore them in the spirit of meekness.

The goal the apostle Paul has in mind is restorative not punitive. It isn't about lording it over a person's faith or holding them accountable. It’s about helping them to experience the joy of the Lord, and helping them experience the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.

Explain Fault 

When we think of someone being restored from a fault we want to be mindful of what causes the works of the flesh to manifest in people. We won’t see people restored through a message of touch not, taste not, handle not. That kind of ministering will send people off looking for deliverance from the very thing that manifested the works of the flesh in them to begin with. It's like trying to cast out a demon through the power of the devil. Restoration is not about trying to clean the outside of the cup, it's about the inside of the cup being washed clean.

Should a person be caught up in a fault then the fault is they have fallen from the grace that has come to us in Jesus. Falling from grace doesn't mean God is now angry with you. It's not about falling out of favor with God. It doesn’t mean God doesn’t love you or that you’ve lost eternal life.

The grace of God is His strength to bring forth life. It was by grace in Genesis that God brought forth order in the midst of the darkness and chaos that was upon the earth. It is by the strength contained in God's life that He created all things. In the context of Paul's letter to the Galatians the grace of God is His overcome death in the flesh and manifest His life and the fruit of His life in people. God's grace is found in the work He’s done in Christ to conquer death and gift you with the blessing of His incorruptible life. There’s strength for us in what God has done that heals our lives from the poison of asps and the sting of death. There is strength for us in what God has done that gives birth to the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.

When the apostle Paul talks about someone falling from grace it means they are walking in their own good works instead of walking in the good work of God. They are identifying with the life in the world that is but dust, and as a result they are looking to their own strength to bring forth a life that can justify them. They sit with a desire to be fruitful but they are living as if the power to be fruitful is found in the strength of their own works.

You who are Spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of meekness

A person who is spiritual is someone who is walking after the Spirit and not after the flesh. They are walking in the life that is born from the power of the Spirit, instead of walking in the life they can build by the strength of the flesh. 

They are mindful of themselves, and the inability they have in themselves to produce the fruit of God's life. They see the strength they have in themselves can only produce a life that is but dust. 

A spiritual person is someone who lives their life in the world looking to the faith that was revealed in Jesus to be justified with life. They see the good work God has performed in Christ to justify them with His life freely, and they live in this world with their eyes fixed on the life God built for them when He raised Jesus from the dead in glorified immortal flesh that can never be touched by sin and death again.

They see God has already done something to cause their lives to overcome the world and the accusation of the evil one that is in the world. They see their life is no longer held in the world but it is hid with God in Christ. And they have entered God’s rest. They have ceased from their own working to try and justify themselves with life.

Restore such a one in the Spirit of Meekness

The world's idea of meekness is more like false humility where we think it's humble to think poorly of ourselves or have a bad opinion of ourselves. (Depravity of man)

Biblical humility is not to denigrate yourself. It means to think little of your ability to produce the fruit of the Spirit. It means to think little of your ability to produce a righteous life. It means to make much of God’s ability to serve you with a righteous life free from your works.

A person operating in the Spirit of meekness sees that we are the branch and God is the vine. When they minister to someone overtaken in a fault they don’t speak swelling words of vanity that cause people to lust after life through the strength of the flesh. Their words aren’t puffed up with the good works that man can do, their words are full of meekness. Their words are full of the strength in God’s hand, and what God has done in Christ to liberate mankind from the world and the life that is but dust and subject to corruption, and what God has done to hide our lives with Him in Christ. 

A person dwelling in the spirit of meekness sees there is one who is good. They see the power to be delivered from the works of the flesh and to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit is contained in God’s goodness and faithfulness towards mankind, not in mankind's faithfulness to touch not, taste not, handle not. 

In Matthew 11 when Jesus says come unto me all you who are laboring and carrying a heavy burden. He was dwelling in the Spirit of meekness. His doctrine was light and it was easy. His teaching would give people rest because it was full of meekness, meaning Jesus’ doctrine made little of man’s ability to produce righteousness and it made much of the good work of God to gift people the kingdom free from their works. 

When the rich young ruler came to Jesus having a mind that was lifted up in his works, calling Jesus  good master. Jesus knew the rich young ruler was making much of his own works and the works he saw in Jesus. Jesus knowing what was in the rich young ruler's heart said there is one who is good, God/the Father. Meaning whatever good thing we observe in Jesus, it’s on account of the Father’s faithfulness towards him to bring it forth in him. It wasn't on account of Jesus’ goodness or faithfulness to produce good fruit Himself. Jesus was teaching the rich young ruler it's not about the good works you can do, it's about the good work of the Father. Go and sell all that you have. What did the rich young ruler have? He thought he had all his works. Jesus says lay down all your law working and set your eyes on the faithfulness of the Father to perform a work.

Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth. On the cross Jesus was full of the Spirit of meekness. He sat in the place where he needed to be justified, he needed for his nakedness to be clothed upon with life. He was in need of the fruit of the Spirit, and he thought little of the strength in himself to produce those things and he thought much of the strength of God to gift him those things. That's why he cried out Abba into your hands I commit my life. 

When someone is overtaken in a fault, what we want is for them to be restored back to a state of rest, where their heart has been purified from the fear that's in the world, through the message of the grace that has come to them in Christ Jesus. - The Spirit of Meekness 4/18/21

· Gal. 6:6-9 - The best reaping a preacher can get is seeing the life of God born in a person because of what he preached. This is what life is all about. 
Just because you see the word sowing and reaping in these verses, doesn’t mean it’s talking about money. 
We should ask, is this what God believes? Let every man be a liar. Look it up yourself. Don’t just believe what you want to believe. 
Provision comes from value not by what you do. Your value is in your design. You are valuable due to that, not what you do. 
How can God not give freely when He gave up His son like that? How can it be that He will only give when we first give?
God will not be mocked. He will not agree with you finding your life in the flesh, with your own ability.
Can we reap eternal life by sowing some money?
We’ve made the Gospel about what we can get, then say you can experience love, joy, etc. from those things. We have said we will bring forth the gospel by what I have. And if I get enough of those things I can have peace, love, joy. That’s not being, that’s doing. - N/A
· Gal. 6:7 – be not deceived God is not mocked /// look at the context. After that he describes what sowing is. He that sows to the flesh will reap the flesh. What does that mean? Sowing the works of your hands to be right and you will reap corruption, etc. If you sow the spirit you will reap the fruit of the spirit. The well doing we can do is sow the spirit to receive grace in our lives over and over again. This verse has nothing to do with money. 
If you are being taught about what you need to do right you are not being taught the Gospel. 
Unbelief can not come out unless you stop looking at yourself and turn to Jesus. The prayer and fasting in that verse that ppl talk about was an idiom for them.
Worship God in spirit and in truth – spirit is the opposite of flesh, your works. Truth – the truth is you worship god with no consciousness of your sins. Not looking at your flesh to determine your relationship with God.
Meditate on how God wouldn’t rest unless everything was perfect. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 8 
· Gal. 6:7-8 - The ungodly are those who are working their dying bodies to try and produce the fruit of God’s life. They look to the strength contained in their own hand to be decorated with God’s life.

A sinner is someone who rejects the gift of life. They reject the blessing God has conveyed to them in Jesus, the firstborn from the dead. In the same way Esau sold the blessing of the firstborn for what he could get from one morsel of meat. A sinner is someone who trades the blessing of eternal life for the life they can gain from the strength of the flesh.

The scornful are those who mock God. They do not delight themselves in His teaching about the way to inherit eternal life. His instruction concerning eternal life is not a sweet honeycomb to them.

The apostle Paul described mocking God in Galatians 6 as believing we will be justified with life through the strength of the flesh. The scornful are those who hear God promise He will justify them with His life. They hear God say they do not possess the ability to gather life to themselves. But, they harden their hearts to what God has said.  - Trees of Righteousness 8/30/20

· Gal. 6:7-8 - You can't reap destruction from God. God doesn't have destruction to give. The only thing you can reap from God is life everlasting. That's why Paul says those who sow to the Spirit shall ‘OF’ the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

Notice Paul says it’s from the flesh we reap corruption. He doesn’t say if we walk after the flesh, God will punish us with destruction. He says if we look to our own strength to justify ourselves with life, we will reap destruction because we can’t produce life through our own strength. 
The punishment that’s of sin is inherent in sin. - A Sweet Smelling Savior 7/22/24
· Gal. 6:9 - Everyone is in a state of activity. Everyone is already laboring for something. Hebrews were already …. Affection … Labor is to exert yourself towards something because your affections are set there. It’s to endeavor yourself towards something. It’s to give diligence and careful attention to something. It speaks of doing something; to put effort towards a thing, on account of some passion at work in you. Paul says, in his letter to the Galatians, do not grow weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

I know all that sounds so bad, but look at it like sitting at the feet of Jesus. Mary’s labor was to sit at the feet of Jesus. She endeavored to be at his feet. She was diligent in her pursuit of his feet. She put forth effort, and her effort was towards, ending up at the feet of Jesus. It wasn't self effort. Her effort wasn't born from her willpower. She was moved to sit at the feet of Jesus because her senses were exercised, and her passions were desirous of what’s in him. 

Everyone’s in pursuit of something; everyone has passions, even if they aren’t acutely aware of it. And our movements, or our labors; our deeds; our workings are towards whatever it is we esteem to be filled with lovely goodness/well being. You can't get around it, it’s a function of the nature of man. When God created mankind He set us in motion towards a state of sabbatical rest/eternal state of well being. - This Is The Way 6/16/25

· Gal 6:11-18 - Paul says in Christ Jesus neither circumcision or uncircumcision avails anything. He says the only thing that avails something is a new creature. 

When Paul talks about something availing or something that avails. What he’s talking about is for something to be full of power. He’s talking about something having the strength or the force to serve you with the life of God. What Paul's doing is he’s explaining where the power to be justified with life, and experience the fruit of the Spirit comes from. 

When we think of being justified, there’s what God does to justify us, and there's the effect it has in our hearts.

One of the meanings of justification is to be declared innocent. God works innocence in our hearts by gifting us His life. His life dwells in us declaring our innocence from the accusation in the world that tries to tell us we don’t have the life we should have.

If I look at my intensity. I’ve always had an intensity. That’s something that can be seen in my flesh. That would be the strength that is of my flesh. Neither being intense or not being intense has the power to justify me with a beautiful life and keep my heart from the accusation in the world. In the beginning of the ministry here I was trying to believe I was a good preacher by convincing myself that my intensity was good. That was never able to justify my heart from the accusation that I was a bad preacher. I was looking to the strength of my flesh to be justified.

We’ve all developed a picture of what a beautiful life looks like. We all have a picture of what we want our life to be and what we want our life to look like. We all have a picture of the kind of life we think has the strength to produce the fruit of the Spirit in us. The problem is that a lot of times the picture we have is built on the perishable things of this world. 

So Paul says the strength that can be seen in your flesh. The strength that can be seen in the life that consists of the riches and glory of the world availeth not. The power unto a beautiful life that is altogether lovely and filled with all goodness, that can fill you with peace and love and joy, and remove fear and shame from your heart, isn’t found in the life that's in the world, or in what you see in your flesh.

Paul says the faith that was revealed in Christ Jesus is all about God manifesting His life in you by making a new man. It's about the power of God to create us in the image of Christ. It's about GOD forming His life within us, by creating us anew, free from the death and corruption that's in the world, where our lives are born from above, where Christ is in the bosom of the Father, and we are in the Father’s bosom with Him, and we walk in this world beholding our life in the glorified man Jesus.

When Paul thought of what had the power to serve him with the beautiful life he knew he was created to have, he thought of the faith that was revealed in Jesus on the cross. Paul saw Jesus on the cross, and it made foolish the wisdom of the world that says the strong, the noble, the wise according to what is seen in the flesh, is what avails towards the end of having a life that is altogether lovely and good and just and right. And that graced him to give up the ghost. It filled him with the grace of God. It filled him with the strength to follow Jesus, and take up his cross. He saw the strength that was in the life from the world couldn’t avail. He saw it couldn’t justify him from the accusations in the world, and he laid it down, so he could be intimate with the beautiful life that manifested in Jesus’ resurrection. - A Beautiful Life 11/13/22

Ephesians

· Eph. 1:3 – who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings, /// the word blessed, means eulogio, to speak well of. The word blessing is interesting too, it means the highest manner of language in the heavens. So he says adoration to God the Father, who hath spoken well of us with the highest manner of adoration in the heavens. 
The word he has spoken of you is Christ. That is the well speaking He has done of you. You don’t need to hear what you’re doing wrong, you need to hear of the well speaking He has said of you. 
God’s love has become impersonal. They say yeah yeah God loves everybody. But this is all that there is. It is what will bring you contentment. 
Grace is the divine influence on the heart of man to enable them to believe the truth about what God has spoken of them. - How The Gospel Works
· Eph. 1:3-6 - Predestination and election, goes all the way back to when God said let us make man in our image, after our likeness. That's predestination. When God says let us make man in our image, He predestined that man would be the bearers of His likeness.

The word image in Hebrew primarily speaks of something as an idol. If you are an idol made by God it means you were made to be inhabited by God Himself. The very fact that a person is made in the image of God requires that they were made to be inhabited by God's likeness. God cannot make something in His image without them being inherently predestined to find their conclusion in His likeness. You cannot be made in the image of God, and created to be inhabited by destruction. God's likeness isn’t destruction. 

By nature of being human you are predestined for God's likeness. The entire human race was in Adam’s loins when God promised to decorate Adam in the likeness of His life. The name Adam means mankind. Whatever God predestined for the first man Adam, He also by necessity had to predestine the same thing for all of mankind, since all of mankind would come forth from the loins of Adam. Paul says in Romans 5 by one man Adam death reigned over all. The only way death can reign over all through one man is if all people were in Adams' loins when he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Paul says in Ephesians 1 God predestined us in Christ. God predetermined for mankind and creation to find its conclusion in His likeness. God predestined us to be clothed in His glory. He predestined us for the blessing of the first born. The blessing that comes on account of Jesus, the first born from the dead. The one who was alive and then dead, and now lives forevermore in glorified immortal flesh. God predestined for us to be conformed to the image of what we see in the glorification of His Son. God predestined us for deification. He predestined we would see the fullness of His likeness manifested in our flesh. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Eph. 1:3-14 -Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself

The Apostle Paul says God purposed to do something in Himself. You know like, in Genesis when God says “Let Us”. God, that is Father, Son, and Spirit were passionate about something. We all want to be ourselves. Father, Son, and Spirit were passionate about being themselves. They had a burning in their bones for something, and they purposed in themselves to bring it about. You can’t bring it about. I can’t bring it about. Our works are as dung towards the end of accomplishing God’s passion.

Paul says God has abounded towards us, making known to us His will. Jesus says in John 15 no longer do I call you servants but I call you friends because I have told you everything my Father has shown me. God wants you to know what He’s up too now and what He’s always been up to. He doesn’t want it to be a mystery. He wants you to know what's in His heart and what He’s after so you can live from a confident expectation. He wants to give you a certainty of what the sum total of your life will be. It’s like what God says in Jeremiah 29:11 when He says I know the thoughts I have for you; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

It does something for us to see what the outcome of our lives will be. It gives a stability to our lives. It removes the unknown. It brings forth order in our lives. It gives us a peace and a safety. It hides us in the cleft of the rock; it hides us in the bosom of the Father. We don't like it when things are chaotic and out of control. We don't like it if we’re not sure if our life matters. We find comfort in knowing how things will go. There’s studies that show children who have a set meal time and bed time are much happier. The reason is there's a peace and a safety with them knowing how things will go. It removes the burden of carrying the weight of their own lives. People are always trying to figure out what they’re meant for and what life is all about. People go to ancestry.com just to try and find out something about their lives. We think if we can somehow ascertain where we’re from, we’ll know where we’re going, and find peace and stability for our lives. Because of that Paul says God made His thoughts known to us in Christ.

God's will did not begin when sin entered the earth. God's will is from the beginning, and has never changed. I know this can be surprising to hear but the gospel does not begin with the sin of the world. What God purposed to do in Christ does not find its beginning with the sin of the world. The sin of the world isn't the Father of God's passion. The gospel isn’t the message of what God’s done because of sin. Sin being removed as far as the east is from the west is just a byproduct of God being Himself, and following the passion that's been in His heart from the beginning, when he said let there be light. God didn't send Jesus to deal with sin per se. Yes, Jesus dealt with sin. But the reason Jesus dealt with sin is because it stood opposed to the passion that’s always been in God's heart. So really Jesus came to accomplish what God purposed in Himself from the beginning, and since sin and death entered, and tried to stand opposed to God's dream, Jesus was brought forth from the Father to conquer sin and death in the flesh, and in creation, in order to accomplish what the Father, Son, and Spirit purposed in their hearts from the beginning, when they said let there be light. 

Not even sin and death can get in the way of God loving you unto life. Can you imagine sin and death getting in the way of God being Himself? 

There's a baseball player named Manny Ramirez. He’s retired now. Several years back a reporter interviewed him after a game, and asked him about all the amazing things he did in the game. His response has always made me laugh. He told the reporter that’s just Manny being Manny. 

God’s passion to lay down His life for you isn’t just because of sin. God's love didn’t become self-sacrificial once sin entered in. God's love has always been self-sacrificing. His passion was always to lay down His life for you. He’s always been other centered. He’s always been other focused. He doesn’t think about sin like human beings do. When He finds someone in sin, he’s not self focused. He’s focused on them and their hurt and their pain. He’s focused on the passion He feels in His heart to empty Himself for them. - Seeing The End From The Beginning 1/28/24

· Eph 1:4 – according as God has chosen us, in Christ before the foundation of the world /// that we would find the identity of who we are in Christ before the foundation of the world. This is who God decided it would be. Where is Jesus seated? At His right hand. God chose that we would be seated at His right hand before the foundation of the world. When Adam and Eve fell, the image and likeness of God fell. We had fallen to a place that was not His right hand. When He redeemed us to His right hand, justice was served. It was unjust that we were not seated at His right hand. - Redemption
· Eph 1:4-5 - We think God tolerates us, he has cleansed us. As Jesus is now, so are we in this world. He is seated at the right hand of glory. 
It was God’s pleasure not to relate to us based on our works. That was never part of His good pleasure. 
Jesus is our God. In order for us to know who He is we needed an interrupter. 
God is the most misunderstood person ever. He sent Jesus so we could understand Him, to show us His way. Jesus is the manifestation of God's ways, of God the Father. 
We get into a bad habit of measuring God’s love for us based on what happens in this world. When you do that you are setting up stumbling blocks for yourself. God’s proof is that He sent Jesus on the cross. He wants us to have nice things but we are setting up a stumbling block. This world is not perfect. We are living on earth, not heaven. He’s waiting for people to believe it. Before the foundation of the world He chose them. 
Guarding your heart is understanding that what happens to us is not God’s measuring stick on His love for us. 
Jesus is God’s action towards man. We say actions speak louder than words. Jesus is the measuring stick for how much God loves you. - God’s Way Of Doing Things
· Eph. 1:5 -  God's will is for you to be fashioned according to the likeness of what is seen in the glorified man Jesus. God wants to bring forth His indestructible life in you. The apostle Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians God predestined us in Christ. God predestined your kids for His glory and His life. He predestined your kids to be fashioned in His image after the likeness of His incorruptible life. The thing God has in His heart for your children from the beginning is to fashion them according to the image of what we see in the glorified, resurrected Jesus, so they can be with Him experiencing His love for all eternity. 

Our kids have the same desire God has. They are also desiring for their lives to be fashioned in an image that is glorious. I remember growing up as a kid I had this thing in my heart where I just knew I was meant for something wonderful. I didn't know exactly what that was or what it looked like. But, I had this desire for this wonderful thing to be fulfilled in my life. I even had this feeling of emptiness sometimes when I hadn’t found the wonderful thing. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Eph 1:7 – in whom we have redemption, by his precious blood /// in greek it would say in whom we have the releasing of our debt, the lifting of our sin thru the precious blood of Jesus
We had fellowship with sin. When we understand this we can understand why the blood was needed. 
Fellowship – intimacy, union
Man had fellowship with sin bc of the death that was reigning over them from Adam. We were intimate with sin because it was like a husband to us bearing its fruit in us. Sin and man came together and through their intimacy produced fruit and that fruit was death. 
We also have fellowship with sin through our union to a life established in a report about you are what you do. Since we were knowing ourselves by our flesh, we were defining ourselves by what we do, thereby trusting in the works of our own hands in order to partake of life. That is how we fellowship with sin. We were fornicating with sin. Proverbs 8 talks about this, God is saying don’t fellowship with sin. 
Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. In order for God to send our sin away from us, to divorce us from sin He must do away with death that was brought forth from sin and the identity that was established in the flesh.
You don’t have to live right for God to be happy with you, but if there was no death how can we know that death died away. Unless there is blood there is no salvation.
We can see what God felt that brought forth forgiveness. Forgiveness is born from the desire of God to have intimacy with us and compassion for the union we had with sin. It manifested because of His compassion for sinners not anger. It manifested by Him incarnating Himself in flesh and shedding His blood. God so loved the world…forgiveness is the action that manifested to alleviate the suffering that man was experiencing at the hands of death.
The accuser wants you to take that accusation into your heart…God doesn’t love you, etc…forgiveness comes in and sends that away. - Why Blood is Needed For Forgiveness In Light of Grace 2/22/15
· Eph 1:7 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Eph 1:8 Wherein he has abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

The apostle Paul says we have redemption through the blood of Jesus. The word redemption talks about deliverance. It means to secure for one’s self or one’s own use; to rescue from loss or misapplication. It's to recover something that was lost, or rescue something held captive. It talks about a ransom but not necessarily in the sense of a payment being made to someone. There can be a ransom that doesn't involve someone making a payment. 

If there’s some soldiers taken captive by an enemy force, and some of their friends decide they want to rescue them from captivity. They are ransoming their friends from captivity. It’s a releasing from captivity. We can say a price was paid to recover their friends from the power of the enemy forces, but the price that was paid wasn’t in the form of a payment made to someone. It’s that the soldiers had to put their lives on the line to rescue their friends. The cost is that some may have gotten injured, or even lost their lives to rescue their friends. The price is the mission is dangerous. - Redemption Song 5/5/24

· Eph. 1:9 - Paul’s says God purposed in Himself to bring about the deification of man. Not that man would become God, but that man would see God manifested in their flesh. Father, Son, and Spirit said let us make man in our image as bearers of our likeness. ** Let us in Genesis 1 doesn’t include you and me doing something. That’s the election. God elected Himself. His heart was for man to find their conclusion in His likeness. When He looked around at how that could happen. He saw it could only come about by the power of His might. So God elected Himself. He elected it would be by His eternal Son and Spirit.

The election Paul talks about in Romans 9 is God saying “Let Us”. It’s not an arbitrary election. The only way mankind can be deified with God, is if God brings it forth Himself. He’s the only immortal. No man can approach His light. If anyone or anything is going to find themselves wrapped in God's light, it would by necessity have to be by His right hand. It would have to be by His eternal Son and Spirit. Just as it would be by the doing of the vine that a branch can bear fruit ….. - Predestined According To God’s Election 4/21/24

· Eph. 1:10 – that in the dispensation of the fullness of time, that when Christ has come, he might gather together all things in one, both which are in heaven and on earth, even in Him.  /// God finds the manifestation of his life in Christ, so do we. - How The Gospel Works
· Eph 1: 15-20 - The way you see God determines what you will receive. 
The devil has permeated false things about God so that we will never experience the good God.
There is a difference between knowing scriptures and knowing God. 
Woman in adultery story – what did scriptures say? Stone her. Jesus said I don’t condemn her. Jesus was the word of God.
Eph 1: 15-20 – the key to everybody’s life…knowing who God is.
When talking about pruning, he was talking about pruning false doctrines from our lives. 
If you come to know who God really is it will directly influence you.
You need to believe in who God is, not your confession. Something the faith movement said, confess it, confess it, then we believe in our confession and not God.
Who we believe God is, is the life we will experience here.
One of the disconnects we have is that we don’t know how valuable we are to God. Our value is not assessed by what we do, ever. If that is so, then how can our sin ever make us lose value in God’s sight?
Before God sent Jesus, He had to determine our value. Then decide if he wanted to pay for us. Our value was the blood of His son. This was before we were saved. 
Our problem isn’t more faith, we just need to use our faith to believe what God said is true.
God said I refuse to do without you, that He sent Jesus. 
The finished work of Jesus happened outside of time. - Who Is God?
· Eph. 2:6-7 – Eternal Redemption. Talks about how closely we are connected to God. We are one with Him. The reason this is so important is so we can see what He says about us. Verse 6 – has raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. //God was telling all of us this is where He seats mankind, this is where He has seated you. We say Jesus is the one seated at the right hand…the reason we say Jesus is because we did not believe God had such a high esteem of us, we could not believe that, but not we could see how God really thinks of us.
If you want to know what God thinks about you, look at where He has placed Jesus, a human, at His right hand. 
Mankind is the very image and likeness of God. That image was lost in the Garden. If you are lost you still belong. The image of mankind has been restored. Jesus will not fall like Adam fell. Jesus did not believe the lie in the desert that He is defined by what He does. 
Would God put something on His throne that He didn’t like? It’s easy for us to think God is pleased with Jesus but all along God is planting this thought in our head that that is us.
If it’s true about Jesus it’s true about you. He is the representative of you. You forgot who you are and He came to show you. The Gospel is the revelation of what God thinks about mankind. This is what causes us to overcome. Jesus overcame by His view and opinion of Him. When we see the adoration God has for us it causes us to overcome the lie. 
The very thing that caused man and God to be separated in the beginning is the same thing that will cause separation at the end…did God want that? No. It was man who didn’t want to be in God’s presence. 
What has God redeemed us to? Our original design. John 1:1.  - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 24
· Ephesians 2: 8-10 – saved by grace thru faith, so no man can boast
Focus on the relationship between grace and faith here:
Jesus definition of grace in 2 Corinthians  – the strength that is of him (Jesus)
To have grace reigning in your life is to have the strength of Christ. 
Jesus’ strength – the strength for the human being to function from the authority that you are the well pleased of God. To be strengthened in the inner man that you identify with Christ so much that you say who He is, I am. His glory and honor is my value and worth. His holiness is my holiness. To have your heart flooded with joy at the revelation of the glory of God being revealed in you. That that glory will be made manifest for all of creation to see. To find the emotion of equality of character with God. The offspring of love. The offspring of the life called love. To have your life stabilized by the love between the father and son. The place where the human being can experience the love of Christ. The kind of love that the father is so overwhelmed by you that He loses his breath. That love is born in your heart back again to Him that you lose your breath. 
What is the result of being strengthened with the strength of Christ? To find the life you experience that says you are the well pleased. To have your heart flooded with the emotion of innocence and peace. Peace is your union with God. To know that you have been set at one again with God and the Father and the Godhead, father, son and spirit.
We have not been strengthened to establish a report of the glory of our flesh. 
Biblical hope is the extreme joy that what we wanted to be true has already been realized. Not that we hope somebody would marry us or we hope we can win a gold medal. - April 2014
· Eph 2:10 – in amplified --- living the good life which he prearranged and made ready for us to live,  // God has created us to participate in a specific type of life. We are God’s workmanship and he has created us in Christ Jesus unto His life and the fruit of His life, the fruit is the fruit of the spirit not some good deeds that we will go and do. 
God is the one who brings forth the fruit in His strength
Eternal life is not talking about heaven. You are experiencing eternal life or death right now based on what you believe. Eternal life is a quality life. The fruit of the spirit.
Abraham is a perfect example of this. God knows how humans are. He knows we will see the fruit of the spirit and think we have to do this. Abe thought the same thing and he brought forth an Ishmael. God waited until Abe could not bring forth any fruit himself. He has created us to be fertile but he is the one who brings it to pass.  - The Life of our Design
· Eph. 2:10 - says we are God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus. God sent the Holy Spirit into the earth to build us a life that is in the very same image of the life we see in Christ Jesus. In fact the life we see in Christ Jesus is the life God has built for us. 

Walking in the Spirit is to be intimate with the life God built for us through His Spirit. It's to live and move and have your being within the life God built for you when He raised Jesus from the dead and glorified his flesh with immortality. 

What happens is you see just as the Spirit hovered over the face of the deep in Genesis to bring forth life and give the earth shape and form. You see the Spirit has also hovered over mankind to give them shape and form. You see the Spirit has shaped a life for you by forming a body that was made of a heavenly incorruptible substance in the person of Jesus. And you live your life in the world knowing the life the Spirit has built for you, is your life. 

There’s a life that's been from the beginning; that is the chief of all things; that all things have their very existence from, and that holds all things together. This life created everything from nothing. It stood in the midst of the darkness and chaos that was in the earth in the beginning and brought forth light and order and beauty. Within this life there is no lack; there is no death, no darkness, no decay ...... within this life is the ability to bring death to nothingness. Now listen that life is in Jesus. That life manifested in the flesh of Jesus, the son of man, who was dead in the grave. That life raised him up in a body that was glorified with the immortality of God.

Walking after the Spirit is to identify with that life. It's to fellowship with the Father, Son, and Spirit around that life. It's to live from the faith that says that life is your life. That life is in you and you are in it.

Walking in the Spirit is to live by faith. And not your own faith. It's not about you trying to muster up belief. It's not about you trying to believe. It's about you living your life beholding the faith that was made flesh in Jesus.

Now within the faith that was revealed in Jesus I see the Spirit has built me a life that is in the very image of the glory and immortality God possesses in Himself. And the life I live now in the flesh I live beholding that life as my own life. I live my life in the world living by the faith that the life I see in Jesus is my life. - Walking With The Spirit 7/5/21

· Eph. 2:10 - It’s God's good pleasure for you to be saved from the lust that’s in the world because of corruption. It’s God's will that you bear much fruit; His fruit. It's God who works this out in you. Ephesians 2 says we are God’s workmanship. It is the good work of God that creates us in the image of Christ Jesus. It is the good work of God that forms within us the fruit of the Spirit. It is the good work of God that delivers us and keeps us safe from death and the works of the flesh.

We see God's workmanship in the resurrected glorified man Jesus, and we see the way He brings forth His fruit in us, is through the faith that was revealed in Jesus. Jesus is the substance of what we desire to see in our lives. Just as we were saved from death by looking to the faith that was authored by Jesus, the way we will see that salvation worked out in our lives in the here and now is by continuing to look to Jesus, the one who has authored our faith, and the one who perfects His faith in us. The way we will see salvation worked out in our lives in the here and now is to continue to behold what God has done to perfect us from the death in the world, and serve us with His life, through Jesus. - Be Fruitful & Multiply 2/19/23

· Eph. 2:12 - Paul says here that before Christ, the gentiles were in the world without any hope. And he says the reason they were without hope is because they were strangers to the covenants of promise that were given to Israel. 

Paul says the covenants of promise is what gave Israel hope. Now listen, the law given to Moses is one of the covenants of promise.

Jesus knew that even though it looked like he was a lamb being led away to the slaughter, the Father was with him to be the Shepherd and Bishop of his life. Jesus knew the death of the cross could not disannul the Father’s promise to glorify his mortal body with the likeness of the Father’s immortality. He knew the life he shared with the Father possessed the ability to overcome the deadness that was manifesting in his flesh.

.... and we see the manifestation of Jesus’ faith in the resurrection when He was raised from the dead by the Father’s love for him. 

There’s Jesus on the cross looking like an orphan, looking like he was left alone needing to father his own life, etc ..... the faith that was in his heart caused him to cry out Abba, and the faith that was in his heart was made flesh in the body of his resurrection, and that manifested the faith of the son of God in the earth; that’s how Jesus brought faith into the earth.

Through the resurrection we can see the faith. We can see the death in the world cannot disannul God's promise to us. We can see we aren’t orphans. We can see God hasn’t left us alone. The resurrection tells us God is with us to care for our lives. It tells us God was unwilling to allow our sin to be imputed to us. We can see He was so grieved at the thought of us perishing from sin that He provided Himself as the lamb to take away the sin that was causing death to reign over us. The resurrection tells us God is with us to overcome the deadness in our flesh. It shows us God will raise our flesh up from the deadness that has come upon us by the power of His love for us.

Faith is not blind. It's not well we don’t really know what’s going on but we just have to believe. That’s not faith, that's willpower.

Faith is the word about the Father’s love for the world. It’s the revelation of the Father’s promise to decorate mankind in His life. It’s the revelation of what is in the Father’s heart towards all people. And it comes to persuade people that God is their friend. That He is with us to be an advocate for our life; He is with us to justify us from the accusations of the evil one; to comfort us from our affliction; that He can only ever be good to us; that the only thing He has in Himself to give us is eternal life. - Faith Came 12/6/20

· Eph. 2:12 - New doesn't mean different. It's not called the new covenant because the promise is different. The apostle Paul says in Galatians the old covenant wasn’t contrary to the promise of God. It didn’t disannul the promise made to Abraham because it spoke of the same promise. Paul speaking of the old covenant in Ephesians calls it the covenant of promise. God’s been reaffirming the same promise through the covenants given to the Fathers and the prophets since the beginning. - The Commandment of Jesus 9/18/22

· Eph. 3:14 – We are designed to want acceptance and God knew that. God’s acceptance of us is the illumination of our life.
Did God believe in Jesus? Then He believes in you. God believed sin could not define Jesus. God believed Jesus was above reproach. He was exalted above what anything could try to define him as on this earth. 
You can experience a resurrected life on this earth by your understanding of what God believes about you. - The Faith Of God
· Eph 3:14-19 - None of us want to be unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ Jesus. I mean if we know God loves us we want our lives to be shaped by His love. Experiencing the love of God in our lives is what fills us with the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is really the only thing we all need for this life.

But, where can we find the love of God? How can we see our lives anchored and shaped by the love God has for us? What are the stumbling blocks to experiencing the love of God? 

There were times in my life where I knew God was my Father. I knew I was beautiful to God. I knew He’d never been ashamed of me. I knew He’d never condemned me but I was still tormented in certain areas. I knew in my head God loved me but I was struggling to experience God’s love and his joy and his peace and the fruit of His life. Now I’m not talking about getting a goose bump or feeling discomfort. I’m talking about my heart and my mind being put to rest.

I spent all my days trying to figure out what was causing me to stumble. It became like a game of hide and go seek for me. Or like hidden pictures? Or finding Elmo. There was this morning show I watched before work when I lived in Colorado and they had a segment called where in the world is Matt Lauer because he was always somewhere different. Well I started to feel like where in the world is the love of God. 

If we look at Jesus the power behind his life is that He really knew He was loved by the Father. Jesus was fully persuaded of His Sonship and walked in the power of the Father’s love for him. 

Why was Jesus rooted and grounded in the Father’s love for him? Where did that come from? It wasn't a function of his will. He didn't will himself to believe. He didn't make an intellectual choice and make a stand on his choice. 

The love of God is contained in something very specific. The power to be persuaded of the Father’s love and to experience a life shaped by His love is found in something very specific. 

When I was always asking God why I was feeling tormented and where my unbelief was. I heard him say in my heart “have you considered the resurrection lately”. You see God was trying to tell me that His love is contained in the resurrection. He was trying to tell me His love is contained in the word of life. - Looking For Love In All The Wrong Places 3/14/21

· Eph. 3:19 - We don’t need to deny our feelings. – and to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge…that word know means an experience, not just intellectual knowledge. - What God Felt When He Made Man
· Eph. 4:5 - The apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4 there is one Lord, and there is one faith. A lot of strange doctrines have crept into Christianity over the years, setting themselves up as pillars in the church, distracting people from what the christian faith is really all about. One of the reasons we see so many different denominations in the world is because people have exchanged the faith for their pet doctrines or the pet doctrines of their favorite theologians. 

I’m thinking of the Batman movie where Jack Nicholson plays the Joker and says this town needs an enema. Listen, the body of Christ needs an enema. It needs a flushing out of all the man made doctrines that have crept into the church.

One of the main reasons God sent Jesus to the earth is because he saw everybody and their mother had a teaching about the way unto life. That’s where we get old wives tales, and fables, and mythology, and fairy tales. So He sent Jesus to decide the matter once and for all. He sent Jesus to once and for all issue a decree in the earth about the doctrine that is unto godliness. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Eph. 4: 7-16 - All gifts must be defined by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. He brings forth these gifts unto men in order to bring forth His purpose.
The purpose of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the earth is to bring shape and form to the earth by bringing forth life and light. 
Jesus example – manifested to bring life and light to the earth.  
Gifts build up the body of Christ to bring them into the unity of the faith. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit all have faith at the core of their being.
We try to define whether someone is an apostle by asking how big is their building or how many ppl go to their church. That is functioning in worldly wisdom. Then we follow them, who shouldn’t be teaching in the first place. They are not preaching the faith, so there is no unity. 
The gifts are not to be lorded over people, the pastors and preachers should not be telling you how to live your life, they are to keep you grounded in Christ and Him crucified. 
God loving Adam didn’t keep Adam from going off and dying. Adam didn’t die because God rejected him or was angry with him. Adam died because he adopted a wrong mindset. 
A good way to tell if someone is a false prophet/apostle is they say it doesn’t matter if what I’m saying is right. If you don’t have a strong desire to reprove wrong doctrine, then you are probably not an Apostle. 
Apostles and Prophets don’t receive their revelation from man. Not from the seminary. That is establishing the doctrine of man. - Understanding the Ministry Gifts of The Spirit 10/26
· Eph. 4:8 - The apostle Paul says here that Jesus ascended on high and led captivity captive. 

The captivity we were in was from death. We were held captive to a life of labors and annoyances, trying to gather life and satisfaction and peace to ourselves because of the fear of death. Hebrews 2 says we were all our days in bondage through the fear of death. 

The fear of death isn't only about being afraid to die, and because I’m afraid of not having what I need for life, that leaves me in bondage. That’s part of it but there’s another component. Think about it. Why would I be afraid of death if I know I can call out to God and He will heal me from death? Why would I be afraid of not having what I need for life if I know God is with me having everything I need in His open hand. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Eph. 4:12 - The holy spirit is trying to create the same persuasion Jesus had. When we do that we will function in the life called love. 
And he gave to some…for the edifying of the body…that we no more be tossed to and fro. Gives a great example of what the holy spirit is trying to do. He is trying to bring us into maturity so you can’t be swayed to and fro by every wind of doctrine. - The Gift of Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher
· Eph. 4:13 - Paul says we are perfected unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ by the knowledge of the Son of God.

The knowledge of the Son of God or the knowledge of Christ Jesus talks about a knowledge or a belief that is ministered to people through the Son of God. It talks about God ministering to us the word of a life that overcomes death through His Son. 

God heals us from the effects of knowing good and evil through the knowledge of His Son. He heals us through the law of the Spirit of Life that is in Christ Jesus. He cleanses our conscience from the tribulation in the world that was all the time accusing us and accusing God in our hearts and causing us to judge our lives as evil. Innocence ... hear no evil, see no evil, think no evil ... not judging your life and God and His heart for you by the evil you see. 

God clothing Adam in Genesis when his conscience was accusing him, and also accusing God, telling him his life is evil, is a picture of the law of the Spirit of life. 

When Paul says who shall save me from this body of death? He could just as easily have said who shall save me from this nakedness.

Just as God delivered Adam from the knowledge of good and evil by coming and clothing upon Adam's nakedness, condemning the body of death that was accusing Adam. Paul says God condemned the death that was causing us to judge ourselves and our lives as evil and coming behind, in the resurrection of Jesus. The resurrection and ascension of Jesus is God coming to cloth upon our mortal bodies so our conscience no longer accuses us, or accuses God, but instead excuses us both.

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has destroyed the power the death in the world had to tell me my life is evil. It fills my heart with the knowing the Father has drawn near to me to cloth upon my mortal body with His immortality. I see Jesus and I see my life. I see God is my Father, my life comes from Him and the incorruptible seed He has in Himself, and I’m always left with the conclusion my life is very good.

The only thing that can persuade us we have everything we need to experience peace and love and joy and that our life is very good is for us to see that God is with us, and He has made us partakers with Him in His incorruptible life. It's not a philosophical thing. You can’t trick yourself into believing. The only thing that can convince you your life is very good is a very tangible thing, his name is Christ Jesus. - The Knowledge of the Son of God 3/8/21

· Eph 4:14 – that we henceforth be more like children. If you feel like you’ve been tossed to and fro, one week is good, next you feel condemned. It’s because you feel your righteousness if tied up in your works. All our works are like filthy rags. We are unskilled in the word of righteousness if we feel like that. Being skilled in the word of righteousness is knowing you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Don’t boast in yourself. 
Repentance in the Bible is talking about repenting from the law, not sin. Repent towards the fact that our works are dead. Let us go on unto perfection, not laying again the repentance of dead works. 
The word Satan means accuser. He is going to try to accuse us. 
Practical thing – put your righteousness to work next time you feel guilt. Confess it out loud. I’m the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Guess what will happen then? You will establish yourself in righteousness and no weapon formed against you will prosper. 
Once you accept Jesus you are as righteous as you will ever be. You don’t then move up the ladder.
Christ is the end of the commandments for righteousness to everyone that believes. Commandments register more in our society. In the Jewish culture, we would say law. Since most of us are gentiles we have heard the commandments. - Established In Righteousness
· Eph. 4:16 – one of the purposes of the holy spirit is to bring forth life and light by creating the fellowship that’s found in the Godhead called love between people
Church = love, it is supposed to be the equivalent of the Godhead, the end goal of the spiritual gifts is to build up the body unto the love of God to call people to it. But the world would unfortunately say Church = hate. 
If you think about the gifts carnally, you’re either going to say this is something wrong with them or something wrong with me. You will look at others and if they don’t do things the way you do them, you will judge them. - What About the Spiritual Gifts in Corinthians 1/18/15
· Eph. 4:18 - So what is the carnal mind? 

There's more than one aspect to the carnal mind. You can describe it in several different ways and they would all be true. There’s the thing that father’s the carnal mind, or that gives birth to the carnal mind. You can call it the place from where the carnal mind reasons and makes all it conclusions about life. You have the thoughts and the conclusions that come from the carnal mind. And then there's the fruit the carnal mind produces in people. 

Where does the carnal mind come from? What is its origin? 

The carnal mind comes from death. Death is the Father of the carnal mind. Death is what gives birth to the carnal mind. Death is the seed or the root that produces the carnal mind. In Ephesians 4:18 the apostle Paul talks about an understanding or a mind that is darkened and ignorant because it is alienated from the life of God. Darkness in the scriptures is synonymous with death. Isaiah 9 says the people were walking in darkness and the darkness shadowing the land is death. 

The carnal mind is a mind that's been darkened with death. If we look at the origin of the carnal mind. The carnal mind came into existence when Satan was envious of the life God promised mankind. He saw himself as being alienated from the life he needed. - I Can See Clearly Now The Death Is Gone 11/21/21

· Eph 5:2 - And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us, and has given Himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savor.

Sweet smelling savor unto the Lord, because the Fathers desires for mercy, and His desire to alleviate man’s suffering is satisfied through the eternal son shedding his blood. 

Mankind partook of flesh and blood. We were sown in corruption by the first man Adam. He sowed to the flesh; he worked his dust body to try and bring forth God's likeness; and from that way he heaped upon himself destruction; death. God saw us suffering and desired to heal our suffering. For God to heal us from death, the eternal Son, the express image of God, would need to partake of flesh and blood. In order for God to deliver us from corruption, He would need to join himself to us in our corruption, so that in corruption not being able to hold him, and him rising up out of the corruption, he can bring us with him … - A Sweet Smelling Savior 7/22/24

· Eph 5:2 - And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. Christ first came and …

Jesus didn’t offer himself as a kind of suicide mission. Yes he laid down his life for the world. He became our sin offering. But, the reason he laid down his life for the world, is because he felt so loved and cherished and cared for by the Father, that He gave himself fully over into the arms of the Father. He felt so safe in the arms of the Father, that he presented his body a living sacrifice to the Father. - The Sacrifice of Thanksgiving 12/1/24

· Eph. 5:19 - The apostle Paul talks about singing spiritual songs and hymns to one another here. When we gather together and talk Christ crucified, we are singing spiritual songs and hymns to one another. Really as we gather and talk the gospel, it’s as if God Himself is in our midst singing spiritual songs and hymns to us. Singing songs of freedom; songs of redemption. The gospel is God singing a redemption song to us. - Redemption Song 5/5/24

· Eph. 5:26  – pure water talking about…how He washes us from the evil conscious….that He might sanctify it by the washing of the word…talking about the church…all the people who will believe…the word is the gospel…what God has spoken to us about Himself and about us….why does this wash us? Bc the word spoken in the gospel is a word about his good thoughts about us and He is in rest about who we are. Why does that wash us? If God believes something good about us, why are we laboring trying to get right with God?
It’s easy to like somebody when you know they like you. God blessed Adam first. When Jesus received baptism, one of the accounts says you are my beloved son. You no longer believe you have to labor and toil when you hear that to become the son. This is how we are washed clean by the word. This wasn’t just said for everybody else, but it was for Jesus as well. When we operate from that standpoint, that we are the sons of God, we no longer feel we have to labor to become, we say I am. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 33
· Eph. 6:11-12 - Paul says the war that is going on is not with people. It isn’t people that are warring against us, it is the system of sin and death that is at work in the world. It is the corruption in the world on account of sin and death that is warring against us. It’s the world and the world's system that is against us. Jesus said the world will hate us because it first hated him.

People are not the enemy. People are not the source of the injustice we encounter or the hurt we feel. Neither is people behaving properly the power unto us finding justice from the corruption in the world and experiencing life. 

Our warfare is not against people. People and what they do are not in a position to give us life or take life away from us. The world does not possess the ability to give life. Life and death is not found in what happens to you in this world, it's found in whether you believe on what God has done in Jesus to conquer sin and death in the flesh and give eternal life as a gift. The injustice in the world can never be healed by the ability of man. All that ails our lives and torments our lives finds its origin in the death and corruption in the world. The life that is born from the world is full of torment. All that ails our lives comes from the life in the world that is subject to corruption. 

When we go to the doctor if the doctor misdiagnoses our ailment then the medicine they prescribe to us will not be able to heal our sickness. In the same way if we diagnose people as the source of the injustice in the earth instead of seeing it is death that is the father of all injustice. We will be taken captive to a life where we are always looking to people and the ability of people to preserve our lives from injustice. If we wrongly diagnose people as the source of the injustice we encounter we will look to our own ability to preserve our lives from injustice instead of looking to God and what He has done in conquering death in the flesh of Jesus to preserve our lives from death and serve us with justice. - Living Peacefully With People 8/18/19

· Eph. 6:11-17 - You can’t be the justifier and the accuser, that would be a house divided.
Jesus has validated your life. He has justified you.
The weapons of our warfare (all in our thinking):
Eph. 6:11-17 – Grace preachers are the hardest on sin…the belief that we have to work to earn righteousness.
Don’t be tempted to clothe yourself in your own righteousness
In James he is warring against a principality that the rich were better than the poor. They were judging people based on how much money they had, seating them in the front, etc. That was defining people in something other than Christ.
Ask God to show you what it means to be filled full with the Godhead bodily Greg said. 
Wickedness is a belief system where you say look at my ability and let me exalt myself based on what I do. Satan is the Father of wickedness, he said let me use my ability to exalt myself. That is wickedness. 
Satan set out to destroy God’s family. He was envious of the place God put humans in. He wanted that place. 
Don’t be so concerned with being right and wrong. If God is leading you a certain way, humble yourself and receive the freedom he is leading you towards. 
Fiery darts is the temptation to believe you are defined by what you do. Sins come out of that thinking. If you are this, do something to prove it. 
Faith extinguishes the fiery darts bc when we put our faith in Christ and his grace it eliminates our faith in ourself.
Salvation is more than just your ticket out of hell. You have been delivered from the kingdom of darkness and will be preserved. - The Weapons Of Our Warfare
· Eph 6:15 – the gospel of peace. 
In Eph 6 he’s telling them how to stay in peace. He says make yourself able to withstand the devil by understanding the peace you have with god. He’s saying the power of God will operate and manifest in your life when you understand this. Make yourself ready for life by understanding you have peace with God. 
In martial arts the key is balance. A much smaller person can beat up a bigger person just by keeping their balance. 
If the devil can convince you that you don’t have peace with God then he can send sickness and poverty into your life and you will think you deserve it. 
Our peace has been paid in full by the blood of Jesus. - N/A
· Eph. 6:15 - Shod your feet with the gospel of peace. If you do that the devil can’t come to you with a message to get you to doubt God’s love for you because you know that’s a lie. 
The greatest love story you have ever seen pales in comparison to God’s love for you. 
Perfect love casts out fear. Perfect love is completely separated from works. Unconditional. If the love for you is not perfect, then it is conditional. 
God’s love can’t be swayed by the one he is loving. - Perfect Love Cast Out Fear (Gideon Series)
Philippians
· Phil. 1:11 - As the apostle Paul says in Philippians he rejoiced at the fruit of righteousness that was manifested in those Philippians. The Philippians reaping the fruit of the Spirit from the faith Paul sowed in their hearts was Paul’s reward. It was the increase .... in the parable of the sower sowing the seed, the word that was sown brought forth increase, some 30, some 60, some 100 fold. The increase is the reward. - The Reward is the Fullness of God Himself 5/9/21

· Phil 2:1-11 - Philippians describes Abraham’s life perfectly – Paul is exhorting them at the beginning to have the mind of Christ, fruit of the spirit alive in their relationships with each other, then he starts telling them how they can have it and get the fruit to work. There is nothing wrong with telling people they will have fruit but tell them how they will get it. It is God who worketh in you, 
Yes Paul tells people to do things, but you must define how he tells people to do it. 
The fruit of God’s life will manifest in our lives as He influences our hearts with who He is and what He believes about us. That will produce a faith inside of us to now believe in His grace to produce the fruit of His life in our lives. 
Now we can be happy about the fruit of the spirit. We can just be free. No effort. Then what happens is we become free to be who we really are.
People say grace preachers just tell people they can do whatever they want. What they don’t understand is that what people really want is to love. The only way for them to be free to love and be who they really are is to sit under grace. We know what they really want to do, but that scares religious people. 
Religious people are scared of what they call radical grace because they are scared that people will become lazy and not produce fruit. Yet, this is the only thing that will produce the fruit. We have seen such little fruit in the body of Christ because we have been afraid to release grace full fledge on people. 
God’s only desire is for you to have a relationship with Him that can never again be separated from Him. If guilt separates that then He can’t have what He wants. God desires for you to have an undisturbed relationship with Him. God desires that you have His life and the fruit of His life. - Effortless Fruit Bearing
· Phil. 2:5-6 – let this mind be in you as in Christ…thought it not robbery to be equal with God. It has to go into your heart. You don’t lack. You are equal.
Kindness – bow down to someone who is equal to you. God bowed down and baracked Adam. He adores us because we are like kind. - Freedom From The Lie of Lack – 11/8/15
· Phil. 2:5 - Going back to the letter to the Philippians, before Paul says his desire is to know Jesus and the fellowship of his sufferings, so he can be made conformable to Jesus’ death. He says in chapter 2 verse 5 let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus. Paul had the mind of Christ. Paul lived by the same wisdom Jesus lived by as he was suffering on the cross. Paul saw the strength that could be seen in his flesh. He saw he was circumcised the 8th day. He saw he was of the tribe of Benjamin. He saw the strength he had from being a Pharisee of the Pharisees, and the honor that comes from man. But, what does the scripture say? It says Paul counted those things as dung. He counted the strength of the world, and the strength that could be seen in his flesh, as dung. He saw the world, and the strength the world can offer through its goodness, and he saw it could never make him a partaker with God in His life, and in His kingdom. Paul had the mind of Christ. He had the same mind, that was in Jesus, as Jesus was suffering on the cross. - The Sufferings of Christ 11/26/23

· Phil. 2:5-11 - What about these verses? Didn't Jesus put off his divinity? Well that's not exactly what it says. What it says is Jesus, who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon himself the FORM of a servant, and was made in the LIKENESS of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Paul isn't saying Jesus stopped being God. He’s talking about how Jesus, who is God, was able to subject all things whether in heaven or on earth to Himself. Earth was under the reign of death, so Jesus could not gather all things in the earth to himself, without first being made subject to the death that was reigning over the earth. There was a principality and power ruling in the earth. The rulers of the darkness of this world. The prince of the power of the air. Paul’s talking about how Jesus was able to spoil principalities and powers, and deliver the kingdom to the Father. Jesus who is God by nature, cannot die. He cannot be tempted. Having never felt what it’s like for fear and weakness and pain to press in on him. So he lowered himself to our estate. He allowed himself to partake of a nature that could be beset with weakness for the purpose of being tempted. He assumed human flesh, without changing who he is by nature. He fashioned himself in the likeness of a slave, for the purpose of tasting our death, all the while remaining free from the fear of death, himself being immortal by nature. All for the purpose of gathering all things to himself, whether in heaven or on earth. 

The incarnation is the revelation that the Son of God is the Son of man. It’s the incarnation of God. It’s the revelation of God manifest in the flesh. The gates of hell; the works of the devil to murder mankind and creation cannot stand against the revelation of God manifested in the flesh. Jesus is not a mere man. His flesh and His blood is not the flesh and blood of a mere man. The very substance of his being is that which has no beginning, so it can never have an end. The scripture says that Satan would eat dust all the days of his life. One of the things it means is you could say well he’s going to return to dust. The scripture says he’ll be turned into ashes. But another thing that it meant is you will feed on dying flesh all your days. The serpent, that old dragon; the sea dragon was confused when he saw the Godman, Jesus, because Jesus is dwelling in the likeness of sinful flesh. His flesh can taste death. 

And so the serpent is trying to swallow his flesh on the cross, just like Jonah was swallowed in the belly of the whale. But now there’s a problem because when he eats the flesh of someone who is immortal by nature, you know what happens? He has to spit them out. The sea dragon has to spit Jesus out of the grave because it’s not possible for his flesh to enter corruption, because he’s immortal by nature. Jesus was able to enter our death by taking to himself flesh and blood in the incarnation. But because he’s immortal by nature. When he tastes death in his flesh, his divinity wells. The divine nature that is Father, Son, and Spirit wells up. It was impossible for death to hold him because he’s God. He’s immortal by nature. And now he comes out of the grave having conquered death in the flesh. The serpent having spit out his flesh because his flesh hasn’t been born from sin and death. And all those who believe God became a man through the eternal Son, not shedding his divinity, but ministering his divinity to them by way of his humanity. They shall be made lively stones, built up a spiritual house in him, and the purposes of Satan to steal their inheritance; the purpose of satan to steal the promise of God from them, by destroying their flesh, cannot prevail against them, for their life is built upon the immovable Rock 

Jesus putting on human flesh in no way lessens his divinity. God cannot be changed or altered. He isn’t less God when he joined himself to the burning bush. He is no less the divine nature, just because he assumes human flesh … whether the flesh of Jesus was in the likeness of sinful flesh, or whether it was deified in the resurrection and ascension. It’s still the body of God. And if it be not the flesh of God. If it’s not God who has taken our flesh to Himself, then there is no hope of salvation for anyone in human flesh. For it is not by the resurrection that flesh is solely saved, but it is by God taking flesh to Himself that flesh is saved … the resurrection is the result of God first taking human flesh to himself in the incarnation. - The Incarnation of God 7/29/25

· Phil. 2:6-8 - He shares in the same essence and being as the Father. He’s the express image of God, and the brightness of God’s person.  Philippians tells us saying Jesus is equal with God is not robbery. It takes nothing away from the majesty of God, to say Jesus is equal with God. Partaking of flesh and blood does not make Jesus less God. Philippians 2 says Jesus fashioned himself in the form of a slave on the cross. Meaning he humbled himself to the death of the cross. Jesus remained free while suffering the death of the cross. Not thinking he needed to grasp after his divinity. He remained free not exercising his divinity on the cross. He allowed himself to be put to death in his flesh. He allowed his body to be broken and his blood to be poured out. Knowing that in his flesh being torn what would be unveiled is his divinity. Jesus emptying himself isn’t about him ceasing to be divine. It’s about the divine lowering himself to our estate for the suffering of death, so that when his body is broken and his blood is shed; it’s the pouring out of his divinity in the earth. God resisted sin in his own body on the cross. When God's body was broken; when God's blood was shed; death met his divinity, and his immortality consumed the death in his flesh. - The Crucified God. His Broken Body For You 8/25

· Phil 2:8 - How are we made conformable to Jesus’ death? Here it says Jesus was obedient even unto the death of the cross. What does it mean to be obedient even unto death? Isn't saying he was commanded to die on the cross and he obeyed that order. What was Jesus persuaded of that resulted in him not trying to come off the cross. Obedient to what? The faith …. Obedient to the truth that the power to partake of life is of God and His goodness to bring it forth, not the strength of the flesh, or the strength in the world. - The Sufferings of Christ 11/26/23

· Phil. 2:12 – work out your own salvation with fear and trembling // fear means reverence, work it out by believing. Trembling the word means the emotion of one who distrusts his ability to meet all the requirements…how do you obey the gospel? You believe.- Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 30
· Phil. 2:12 - The apostle Paul describes christian obedience in his letter to the Philippians (2:12) by saying workout your salvation with fear and trembling. He goes on to say for it is God who works in you, God who works in you, both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

The way you will see salvation from sin and death worked out in you is for the work God performed through His lamb to be lifted up in your sight. Just as Moses says in Exodus 14 when the Hebrews were desiring to be delivered from the bondage of pharaoh … stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. The Lord will do a work to serve you with His peace. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Phil. 3:2 - he’s warning them to stay away from a certain type of people, those whose god is what they do through their flesh.
If you think you can become complete by the work of your own hands, then your works are your god. Their shame is in their works if they believe that.
People in Gideon times, they were worshipping the works of their own hands. - Walking On The Road To Emmaus
· Phil. 3:4-10 – he lists all of his accomplishments, everything he did in the flesh, to prove if anyone who wants to boast in their flesh, I am the one who can do it, he was in line to be the high priest, that I may know him and the fellowship of Him, he was being made conformable to the death of Jesus by turning away from the righteousness of his own works. 
Paul said he turned away from that stuff so that he may know him and become one with him, 
In Christ is the word God has spoken to us, that is His language, this would cause us to understand that we no longer have to trust in ourselves and we can see how valuable we are to Him. - The Perfect Law of Liberty Nov. 2013
· Phil. 3:7-10 – Fellowshiping with the sufferings of Jesus, is not saying we must suffer in the same way he did (physically). This talks about the death Jesus died on the cross. The way we become one and have intimacy with this is that the belief in our heart be conformed to the death he died on the cross and truth made flesh in Jesus when he died. 
Jesus died unto something on the cross. He died unto the lie in the world about his life. He died on the cross unto sin. 
When we listen to Greg we are fellowshipping with the sufferings of Jesus…it is hard to listen to Greg talk about it? No. It’s light and easy and makes us feel good…the good news. 
Sin is the wisdom that says the word about your life is found in the flesh, in the word, at what happens to you, what people say and do to you, it’s found in what you do, what you get, what you have. This tells you this is where the report of your life is found. It tells you that you can enlist your own self effort to create a beautiful report about your life and that report will fill your heart with peace, joy, etc. At the cross Jesus rejected that way of thinking. In rejecting that wisdom, he died unto it. 
There is a life and identity you can get in the world by using your own ability…Jesus died to that. 
You start living from I am. You are son. There is nothing that can take that from you. You are accepted in the beloved. 
The height of Jesus’ sonship, Him walking in the stature of son, happened on the cross. The height of his identity being revealed was His resurrection. 
People will be blessed by you living from I am. God will be blessed. 
If we don’t let anyone know us, then we won’t feel any shame. Our hearts will try to convince us that we have done a good job. - Giving Up The Ghost 2/21
· Phil. 3:7-11 - In his letter to the Philippians Paul describes a dynamic he saw in himself where he received strength from the cross to lay down the life he had from the world, and he says that's when he began to experience the power of the resurrection in his life. He says when he fellowshipped with the wisdom of the cross he considered the life he had from the world dung and that when he began to experience the power of the resurrection. - The Story of the Cross 7/26/20

· Phil. 3:7-11 - What Paul is basically saying is there’s a righteousness he can produce through the life he can build himself in the world, and there’s a righteousness that comes from the life the faith of Christ produces. Paul says he laid down the life he could gain from the good of the world for the life he could gain from the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. 

We read the apostle Paul talk about fellowshipping with the sufferings of Jesus, and it doesn't sound like a good time. But, the fellowship of Jesus’ sufferings is actually a fellowship of life. To have fellowship with Jesus in his sufferings is to partake with him in his life. This is a great mystery but Jesus wasn’t losing his life on the cross he was gaining the only true life there is. Jesus says in John 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. - The Fellowship of Life 2/21/21

· Phil. 3:8 – Paul saw it as a privilege and honor to know Jesus…he had a lot and gave it all up…he was getting groomed to be the high priest. We can know God more and more…He says let me show you more about who I am…no matter how much we already know. - The Mother Heart of God 5/9
· Phil. 3:8 - the apostle Paul talks about the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. 

The knowledge of the Son of God or the knowledge of Christ Jesus talks about a knowledge or a belief that is ministered to people through the Son of God. It talks about God ministering to us the word of a life that overcomes death through His Son. 

God heals us from the effects of knowing good and evil through the knowledge of His Son. He heals us through the law of the Spirit of Life that is in Christ Jesus. He cleanses our conscience from the tribulation in the world that was all the time accusing us and accusing God in our hearts and causing us to judge our lives as evil. Innocence ... hear no evil, see no evil, think no evil ... not judging your life and God and His heart for you by the evil you see. - The Knowledge of the Son of God 3/8/21

· Phil. 3:9 - His righteousness definition – the way for us to deal with sin is to believe he dealt with it already. 
Phil 3:9 – and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is of the law but that which is of God by faith. This defines God’s righteousness and man’s righteousness - Seek First The Kingdom Of God
· Phil. 3:9 - Definition of righteous – not having no sin (in terms of actions), Phil 3:9 – the righteousness of God that came from faith in Jesus, righteous = person who has faith, not someone who has no sin. - Was Hurricane Katrina The Judgment of God?
· Phil. 3:10 - Paul talks about having fellowship with the sufferings of Christ and how through him being intimate with the faith in Jesus’ heart as he hung on the cross his life was animated with the very life of Christ. The apostle Paul was conformed to the faith of the Son of God through fellowshipping with what was in the heart of Jesus as he was nailed to the cross. - The Good Shepherd 8/16/20

· Phil. 3:10 - Paul says we partake with Christ in his glory if we suffer with him. Paul isn't saying if you can suffer in this world, then that is the power for you to be glorified with the same life Jesus was glorified with. If that were the case no one would need to believe on Jesus for eternal life, they would just need to suffer. That would make physical and emotional turmoil the power unto salvation, not Jesus. 

It’s true we will experience tribulation in the world. Jesus says in the world you will experience tribulation, but experiencing tribulation isn't the power to partake with Jesus in his glory. Paul's not saying if you experience tribulation, then you will also partake of glory. Paul does not say we will be glorified if we can suffer as Jesus suffered. Paul says we will be glorified if we suffer with Jesus. 

In Philippians 3:10 Paul says he wanted fellowship with the sufferings of Jesus, not his own sufferings. Paul says the way to have intimacy with the power of the resurrection is the fellowship of his sufferings. Not our sufferings, Jesus’ suffering. It’s the fellowship of his suffering, not the fellowship of my suffering. The scripture isn't saying you partake with him in his sufferings by you now having your own hard times. The scripture says you partake with Jesus, in his sufferings, through being made conformable to his death. - The Sufferings of Christ 11/26/23

· Phil 3:10-11 - The letter to the Philippians walks us through the anatomy of the apostle Paul’s revelation. You know Paul wasn't some type of class of super christian that is just far and above everyone else. It's not that Paul was better at rule keeping or was more obedient in the sense we think of obedience. Paul just saw something in Jesus and in the scriptures that produced the life of God in him. If we can see the same thing Paul saw it will produce in us the same life it produced in Paul.

When Paul saw the guy who was filled with all weakness, the guy who looked like there was no strength present with him; the guy who looked like there was nothing in him to be esteemed, and he saw that same guy gained eternal life. He began to ask himself what is it that was going on at the cross that this guy has gained the very glory and immortality of God. Paul began to inquire into the sufferings of Jesus because in encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus he saw there was something going on in this guy on the cross that resulted in him being clothed in the glory and immortality of God.

When Paul talks about the sufferings of Jesus he isn’t talking about the physical pain Jesus experienced on the cross, although there was physical pain. The sufferings of Jesus in Paul’s eyes is that when Jesus was crucified he didn’t try and take up his life but he laid down the life he could gain from the world.

There’s something that led to Jesus dying on the cross. He didn't accidentally find himself there. Jesus ended up on the cross because he didn't try to preserve the life he had from the world. He wasn't conformed to the world or its wisdom. Jesus resisted sin unto his death on the cross. He didn't look to the strength in his hand to try and take up his life, not by his willpower or because he thought it was the right thing to do.

The world comes to us with the good it can offer us through its elementary principles of touch not, taste not, handle not. The world takes all the good it can offer and puts it together in a pretty little package and wraps it up with a bow, and tells us the power unto a righteous life is contained in gathering these things to ourselves. The life the world offers us looks good for food. It looks like it can satisfy our desire for life. It has an appearance of wisdom. It sounds like the right way, that if we can perfect the life we have from the world and perfect the worlds systems, then that will be the power unto us gaining a righteous life.

Paul began to fellowship with the sufferings of Jesus. His communion was with the faith that was in Jesus’ heart on the cross. He didn't see laying down the life he could gain from the world as loss. He counted the loss of the life he could have from the world as him gaining the life he always longed for. The things Paul once thought he needed in the world so he could gain life, he now saw those same things as powerless to be able to serve him with a life that is just. And just as Christ gave up the ghost and laid down the life he had from the world. The Spirit of Christ dwelling in Paul brought something forth in him where he also gave up the ghost and laid down the life he could gain from the world.

Laying down the life you can gain from the world isn't an outward thing you perform. It's not about abasing yourself or becoming a monk or a nun. It's not about I must now not care. It's not evil to abound or to enjoy the things in the world. It's not evil to desire good things to happen. 

Paul did not use willpower to stop looking to the world for a righteous life. He didn't say it’s wrong for me to look to the world for life and now I must stop it. Paul was only after the good the world could give him because he thought that was the power to have a life that is just. When Paul saw the righteous life he was always longing for manifested in Jesus, his mind became filled with the faith that was in Jesus on the cross instead of being filled with the good he could gain from the world and its systems. He was crucified with Christ. - The Fellowship of Life 2/21/21

· Phil 4:4 - When Paul says rejoice in the Lord he is saying let your boasting be in what God has done in Christ. He is telling the Philippians to boast in Christ Jesus, and the life that is in him.

He is saying when we think of what can satisfy the desire we have for life, let us rejoice in the faith that came to us in Jesus.

Let the words of our mouth and the meditation of our heart be the faith that came in the person of Jesus. For this faith, that is gifted to us by God, is precious and true, having been put to the test by the death of the cross. The strength of God to give birth to Himself and the fruit of His life in you, is contained in this faith.

Paul tells the Philippians, When you think of what it is that can satisfy your desire for life. Let your confidence no longer be in earthly things or in the strength of the flesh. But, let your heart esteem the faith that is come in Jesus. - Flooded With Thanksgiving 11/29/20

· Phil 4:7 - says And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

Beholding the life that manifested in Jesus, having overcome death in the flesh, is what will keep your heart and mind in peace. God delivers us from evil by keeping our hearts and minds from the death and distress we see in the earth. And the way He keeps our hearts and minds is through Christ Jesus, and the incorruptible life he has in himself. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Phil. 4:11 – not that I speak in respect of want, I have learned in whatsoever state that I am, therewith to be content
Paul was not saying he was content with what he had or didn’t have, 
I have learned that in who I am, therewith to be content….Paul is saying I do not lack because I have gotten a revelation of who I am and what I am.
The key to being content is to see who you are and be content with that. 
Contentment comes when you realize that you are as you ought to be. You are not trying to get to some level to be as you ought to be. 
Jesus knew who He was. He was content that He was as He ought to be. Was He not content because He didn’t have a bed to sleep in? No. 
Content = independent of external circumstances - The Secret To The Apostle Paul’s Contentment
Colossians
· Col. 1:9-20 - What’s the purpose of a new creation? 

Last week we talked about God's mercy being His tender love for mankind. He sees His people suffering, He sees His creation suffering at the hands of sin and death, and because of what He sees, He prepares a body for Himself, so He can offer His body up to be broken, to deliver His people and His creation from corruption, into the glorious liberty of His life.

We can have so many thoughts about what it is God wants. There can be so many different doctrines about what makes God happy. With ministry, many times it’s said, what is the vision for the ministry? It might sound strange to say but what is God’s vision for His ministry? What is God's vision for mankind, for creation? The only reason anyone can even have a thing like a ministry, or minister to people is because God first has a ministry. And the vision for God’s ministry is mercy. The foundation from where God's will is born; the foundation God ministers from, is His desire to visit the broken hearted with His tender love. Now out of His desire to heal the suffering in the world, He brings forth a new creation, where the power of death has been abolished.

Col. 1:9-20

The apostle Paul says Jesus is the image of the invisible God. He’s the firstborn of every creature. Paul isn't saying Jesus has a beginning or that he is a created being. He goes on to say that it is by Jesus all things were created, and Jesus is before all things, and by him all things consist. What Paul is getting at is that Jesus is the chief of every creature. Paul is saying that Jesus is that word of life, from which every creature that exists, was born. He’s saying Jesus is that which has fathered all creation. 

Paul goes on to say Jesus is the head of the body. He gave birth to the church. He brought the church forth out of death. Paul says Jesus is the firstborn from the dead, so that he would have preeminence in all things. The word preeminence means to be the chief. It's the same kind of thing we see in Genesis 1 where it says in the beginning was GOD, in Hebrew it means God is the chief of all things. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead, that he might be the chief of the new creation. Paul is making the point that just as Jesus is the chief of the first creation, Jesus entered into the death that was reigning over his creation, so he could be the firstborn from the dead, and in him being the firstborn from the dead, he could be the chief of a creation brought forth from the dead, into the newness of his life.

When the scripture says God’s desire is mercy, it could just as easily be said God’s desire is to bring forth a new creation. Not in the sense, where he wants to scrap and get rid of the first creation, but in the sense, where he wants to liberate his first creation from corruption. Creation was made subject to vanity by one man Adam. God saw his man, and his creation was without shape and form. He saw there was darkness and chaos upon the earth. All of creation was groaning in travail and we were groaning with them. God saw His creation being torn apart at the seams by the death that entered through Adam, & His mercy, His desire to alleviate our suffering brought forth a new creation. - The Firstborn of a New Creation 6/5/22

· Col. 1:12-13 - Paul's talking about Jesus. He says Jesus is the image of the invisible God. The term image signifies ‘same substance’. Paul is saying Jesus is the express image of God; the very substance of God's being; the very essence of God’s person; the fulness of Deity become flesh. Paul is making a connection to Genesis and the creation account when he says Jesus is the image of the invisible God. God says in Genesis let us make man in our image after our likeness. Paul is saying Jesus is the physical manifestation of God, whose image we were made to embody. We were made to be an image of The Image. Christ Jesus being the very image of God. 

Paul says Jesus is the firstborn of every creature. Paul tells us what it means that Jesus is the firstborn of every creature when he says that all things were created by Jesus, both in heaven and earth. He says all things were created by him and for him. They were created by him, so they can find their conclusion in him. He says Jesus is before ALL THINGS, and by Jesus ALL THINGS consist. You can't be before all things, if you have a beginning, because that would mean there is something before you. You can't be THE BEGINNING if you have a beginning. You can't be the Creator of all things if you are a created being. To be the Creator of all things you would need to be self existent, having life in yourself.

Paul says Jesus is the beginning of the church. Meaning Jesus is the beginning of the new creation because he’s the firstborn from the dead. Jesus himself describes what it means that he’s the firstborn from the dead in Revelation 1 by saying I am Alpha and Omega, the Almighty, the beginning and the ending, Him who was, and is, and is to come. I am He who lives, and was dead; and behold am alive forevermore. Jesus is referring to Genesis when he says he is the beginning and the ending. Genesis 1 says in the beginning God made the heavens and the earth. The beginning means to be the chief or the cause of everything that exists. When Jesus says he’s the beginning and the ending it means he’s the cause of everything that exists, and his immortality is the culmination, or the ending for which all things were made. 

Paul says Jesus is the first born of every creature, not the firstborn of other creatures, as if Jesus himself was one of the creatures. He calls Jesus the firstborn of every creature meaning Jesus is the only begotten Son. The only one dwelling with the Father in the Light of immortality from all eternity. That's why Jesus says to the Father in John 17 glorify me with the Glory I shared with you from before the world was. Jesus is called the firstborn of every creature because he’s the one who brings creation from non existence into existence. Just as he is the firstborn from the dead, meaning he is the one who grants resurrection. As Jesus himself says, I am the resurrection and the life. 

Paul is connecting redemption with an act of creation. He says we weren't redeemed by corruptible things. We weren't redeemed by a mere creature. We were redeemed by the blood of the Creator. The Creator of all things is become a man, allowing Himself to taste death, that through the shedding of his own blood, he can create us anew, becoming not only the beginning of all things, but also the conclusion of all things. - The Creator Crucified. The Mystery of the New Creation 8/31/25

· Col. 1:14-17 - It’s not the man Jesus who was crucified for the sin of the world. It’s the creator of the universe who was crucified. It’s the Son of God; the Godman who was crucified for the sin of the world. It’s not the hands and feet of a mere man that were pierced, it’s the hands and feet of God Himself. God himself bore about in his own body the wages of our sin; declaring to us he’s not the one who punishes for sin, he’s the one who takes our sin into Himself, to make it white as snow, with His own blood. We’re supposed to see God on the cross allowing himself to be crucified to cause death to pass over us. No one takes his life; he lays it down of his own desire. The idea of a crucified God is foolish to the religions in the world. Every other god demands a sacrifice, which makes them no gods at all. The one true God offers Himself for the sin of His people. - The Crucified God. His Broken Body For You 8/25

· Col. 1:18 - God’s desire was for His people, and His creation to come under the administration of His indestructible life. He wanted His indestructible life, to be the rock, that is the foundation of all creation. Paul says it this way in his letter to the Colossians (1:18) …. Jesus was the firstborn from the dead, that he might be all in all. Meaning the indestructible life he has in himself would be that which permeates all of creation. That in all things he might have the preeminence: that he be the chief of everything that exists, and that creation be made conformable to the life that was manifested in the body of his resurrection and ascension. So there be a creation where only righteousness dwells, on account of everything in that creation having been born from the incorruptible life that is in Christ/seed. - The Firstborn of a New Creation 6/5/22

· Col 1:22-23 – you that were sometimes alienated in your mind are now reconciled. /// the wicked works means we were full of toiling and laboring…that is what wicked means in Greek.
When Adam was naming the animals it was a picture of God not being able to find a companion with animals. 
In that we are His image and likeness, in order for Him to get glory He has to glorify us. It degraded His name for his image to be full of shame and guilt. It glorifies Him to glorify us. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 25
· Col. 2:1-10 - Being thankful is not a principle to be worked in order to have a good life. It isn't that, if we can be thankful that will be the power unto us having a blessed life.

We don't want to think of thanksgiving according to the knowledge of good and evil, where we say it is good to be thankful and evil to not be thankful, and we try to establish a good life by our ability to be thankful. We don’t want to see that thanksgiving is the fruit of God's life, and think if we can be thankful that will serve us with life. 

The idea behind thanksgiving isn't that we should be thankful. It isn't that we must be thankful because God told us to be thankful, and it’s the right thing to do. Thanksgiving isn't something God tells us we must have or do. Thanksgiving is something God produces in us.

If we look at the pilgrims. The idea behind the first thanksgiving is there was something in the hearts and the minds of the pilgrims that caused them to feel thankful. There was something that occurred, and when they thought about what happened, it flooded their hearts with thanksgiving. The pilgrims were not trying to be thankful. They didn’t say to themselves the good and the right thing is to be thankful. Being thankful was the fruit of the pilgrims seeing something they desired for their lives come to fruition. 

Col 2:1-10

Ok. Paul comes talking about a faith, and he equates the faith to Christ himself. He exhorts the Colossians to continue in the faith that came to the world in Jesus. He warns them not to be deceived by the vain philosophies and traditions of men. He says everything we need for life; all the fulness of the Godhead, and all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are contained in Christ. 

Paul says there is a faith, the faith that came to us in Christ Jesus, and within this faith thanksgiving is all the time abounding. It’s everywhere in abundance. Thanksgiving is overflowing there. This faith is like a continuous well, always springing forth an abundance of thanksgiving. - Flooded With Thanksgiving 11/29/20

· Col. 2:6-7 - As you have received? How did you begin? Paul says it was through the hearing of faith we received the Holy Spirit. We received Christ Jesus through the hearing of faith. So how do we walk in him? Through the hearing of faith. We live our lives in the flesh, continuously looking to the faith revealed in Jesus Christ. As we continue hearing the faith, what happens Paul says is we abound therein with thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving here isn't only talking about being thankful, or having gratitude towards God. Thanksgiving is a giving of something to God because you’re overcome by His goodness towards you. It’s meant to be an offering to God for a sweet smelling savour. As you continue beholding the faith revealed in Jesus, what happens is you see how cherished and loved and cared for you are by God, and you will give yourself over into God's arms more and more. - The Sacrifice of Thanksgiving 12/1/24

· Col. 2:6-12 - We received Christ Jesus by the hearing of faith. How do we continue to walk in Christ Jesus? By the hearing of faith. It’s by faith, the revelation of Jesus Christ, the God who is invisible to the natural sight is set forth in your midst and you can handle him; you can touch him; see him; commune with Him; having your senses exercised by what is revealed about the nature and workings of God in Him. Faith awakens our senses to the invisible God; so we are able to touch him; handle him; see him. Jesus awakens our senses to God, so our members can be animated by what we see in him. Faith awakens your senses to God's presence. We commune with the divine nature by faith. Not just any faith, but the faith that's revealed in Christ Jesus. For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and you are complete in him. - Discerning God 6/8/25

· Col. 2:6-23 - The purpose of Christian worship is for the faith that was revealed in Jesus to be fully formed in your hearts, in your minds, and in your lives. When you think about Christian worship and what it’s meant to look like you should look at its origin. Christian worship originates from the life and fellowship in the Godhead. The Godhead doesn’t have sacraments and carnal ordinances … why not? Because their fellowship is centered around the Spirit of faith they share together in themselves. They live and move and have their being within the Spirit of faith … 
Our worship; our gatherings. Whatever our traditions may be, they are meant to be in the likeness of the fellowship that has always existed between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Christian worship is about the Spirit of Faith persuading people’s hearts and minds of the love of God, as seen in the death and resurrection of Jesus, that we be knit together with each other, in the same love and fellowship we see in the Godhead. The Christian tradition is about the faith that came in Jesus Christ being perfected in your heart and in your life. Hebrews 10 says not to forsake the assembly of yourselves together, exhorting one another, by looking unto the faith authored by Jesus. Hebrews 13 says to exhort one another to love? Whose love? The love of God(connect love to I will be their God, and they shall be my people). The Christian tradition is about gathering together to encourage one another in the faith; in the love of God. That’s what gives birth to a community of people knit together by the same life and love the Godhead is knit together by. There’s a unity that comes from the faith. It’s by faith we are knit together in love, just like the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ourselves receiving nutrients from the head, which head is Christ. 

You might ask, is it contrary to true worship if we have physical elements in our worship? Not necessarily. It’s not evil to have sacraments or to take the physical elements of communion. But physical sacraments are only so good as they stir you up by way of reminding you of the faith revealed in Jesus. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· Col. 2:8-11 - The only thing that can persuade us we have everything we need to experience peace and love and joy and that our life is very good is for us to see that God is with us, and He has made us partakers with Him in His incorruptible life. It's not a philosophical thing. You can’t trick yourself into believing. The only thing that can convince you your life is very good is a very tangible thing, his name is Christ Jesus.

Col. 2:8-11 - We are complete in Christ

Paul is comparing the knowledge that is of the world, which is the knowledge of good and evil with the knowledge of Christ Jesus. He says the rudiments and the philosophies in the world, the traditions of man is to try and be made complete through the life that is in the world. It’s to try and be persuaded you are complete by looking to the life you see in the world. It’s to try and have the life you say is very good by mixing your knowledge of what is good and what is evil with the life you can bring forth in the earth through your ability.

The word complete means to render full; to fill something to the top so that nothing shall be lacking to be at full measure. To render perfect. To realize something or see the realization of something.

Living by the knowledge of the Son of God crucifies the death and tribulation and the fruit of death in our hearts. It keeps us from judging our lives as evil or lacking what we need to have a righteous life.

God crucifies our hearts to the knowledge of good and evil by taking the death and the fruit of death and the tribulation that is in the world and nailing it to the cross in Jesus. As we behold the death in the world crucified in Christ it heals us from the sting of death, it keeps our hearts from judging our lives as evil or coming behind in something we need to experience a righteous life should we encounter tribulation.

It's like in Genesis where the light entered the earth and separated the darkness and God said it is very good. When we see our lives as being separated from the world and its death by God's doing, the judgment we will have about our lives is it is very good. - The Knowledge of the Son of God 3/8/21

· Col. 2:10 - If you feel you lack something, look at Christ. You don’t become complete by something you do but by something you believe.
Don’t go to church trying to become complete but to hear that you are complete.
Talked about the reason why Paul was talking about completeness in Christ in Colossians because others had come to them with the message that if they performed certain works, they would be made whole. They were being taught that their hope for glory was found in performing sacrifices. Paul said your hope and glory is found in Christ. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ. He said he was telling them this so that they would not be drawn away with enticing words. If you want to say you will become complete by offering a tithe, we are doing that same thing. Paul said you already are acceptable to God. Christ in you is your hope for glory and their soul was restored. 
The law God puts in our hearts is not something for us to do but something for us to believe and experience, Christ. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Col 2:10 – ye are complete in Him. // He is the head of any system that could ever seek to define us. There is one definition of who you are and that is Christ and that is far above anything else. 
Spiritual warfare is Satan trying to come against the image and likeness of God. Demons have been bound. 
If God is not imputing our sins to us then where is the guilt coming from? Probably zealous preachers trying to make you feel bad.
When coming against a theologian in the gospel, pose questions to them. You can lead someone down a line of truth very unassuming without pointing a finger at them and then they feel like they came to the conclusion on their own. 
Religion gets angry when we tell them how good our God is. They say how dare you say my God doesn’t want to chastise me but God chastises our belief system with his belief system about how God He is.
Anything that reminds you of your sins opposes God’s will. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 28
· Col. 2:14 - The legalists want us to think God still sees our sins. He does not.
If a child feels separated from their parents do you think that would cause problems in their lives? So why is the church preaching that we are separated? 
Col. 2:14 – blotted out the ordinances, taking it out of the way and nailing it to the cross. It’s what the prodigal thought was in the way. It was contrary to us. It’s not agreeable with us. 
You can put a price tag on almost everything. Our relationship with God is priceless. It’s based on who He is for His name’s sake. 
Don’t let the world rip that priceless thing away from you that God has done everything he can to make available for you. Reject anything that says you can’t have relationship with God. - You’re Not Separated From God
· Col 2:14 – Paul is telling us the law system was nailed to the cross and removed out of the way. The blotting of the handwriting was obliterated. 
It was highly unusual for Jesus to be crucified. It was also highly unlikely for him to be crucified on Passover. Their preferred method was stoning. If Jesus had been stoned then we would not have been redeemed from the cross. 
Grace and peace unto you is God’s fingerprint.
Hear ye Him…not the law. - Perfect Love Cast Out Fear
· Col 2:16-17 – let no man judge you in respect to a holy day…
The rest is not based on whether or not you do anything. 
Paul had a revelation of the Sabbath rest. You will have much more energy when you do this. 
Rest in the work that He has finished. 
Observing the Sabbath is an exciting thing.
He’s saying hey guys, I’ve finished the work, why don’t you come hang out and enjoy the rest with me.
Manual labor is not the work that has been burdening us. 
Jesus has done all the work to make you as you ought to be. That’s the work Jesus has done. 
Take heed to the Sabbath in the NT by believing in the work that Jesus did.
God’s part of the work was to make us clean. Our part is just to show up and believe in that. 
You are no longer working to make yourself holy and as you ought to be. 
Religion has us working all the time to make us clean. That’s not taking heed to what the Sabbath says to take heed of.
The work about being clean is the work that Jesus does. 
God made man after everything else was made, then placed us inside that world.
We are new creations now. Similarly, Jesus had created all the righteousness we need and invites us to come live in that (kinda missed it, but think this was the jist, need to double check)
How do you defile the Sabbath? By trying to do work, Adam and Eve defiled the Sabbath bc they decided that they needed to work to make themselves as they ought to be
The devil can only hit you with one thing, that you are not as you ought to be, then you are deceived into carrying the burden of your own holiness. 
The message of the gospel is that you don’t lack holiness because you can’t work to get holiness
Believe in God’s ability to make us holy
Entering God’s rest doesn’t mean you don’t work with your hands, it will embolden you to do more work
It's not talking about physical rest, 
Who wants to go hear that there is something wrong with them? That’s why people don’t go to church when really we should be telling them about what’s right with them.
Can you believe that you are as you ought to be? That’s what causes rest.
I never knew you, depart from me you that do iniquity… Jesus called iniquity thinking your works can make you right with God. He’s saying guys that come to people and say Lord I did this for you…those are the workers of iniquity. 
The work that Jesus did on the cross to make us right is a parallel to the work done in creation. 
God rejoices in setting his people free and when they get more revelation about the freedom He has given us
Jesus had to go to heaven and spread His blood there, in Job, Satan had access to heaven, after the blood was applied there is no access for Satan, the accuser has been cast out, 
God is saying he was exhausted by the case, He is saying I rest my case, it is as it ought to be - What Does It Mean To Observe The Sabbath
· Col. 2:16-19 - Paul says don't let anyone deprive you of the reward that is stored up for you in Christ. The increase that comes from God doesn't come from what you eat or drink. Neither is God’s increase found in observing holy days, or the new moon, or the sabbath days. Paul says God nourishes our lives through Christ.

Christ is the substance of the sabbath because Christ is the work of God. Christ is the right arm of God serving us with His rest. He is God Himself flexing out in the world. What’s that funny saying, take me to the gun show baby. Jesus is taking us to the gun show. He is God’s guns. 

God sowed His strength into the earth through Jesus so we can reap rest from His work. Rest is added to us by the hand of God. Remember the psalmist says you maketh me to lie down in the tender green grass by revealing yourself as the Shepherd and Bishop of my life. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Col 3:1-3 – the in Him realities. You allow Christ to be the definition of who you are, not what you do (that is what it means to be in Christ). 
When you determine your worth and value based on what you do, you also do the same to others. It becomes harder to love others. When you let Christ define them, it becomes easier to love them.
Loving people has nothing to do with you working to love someone, you just let your heart be persuaded that Christ defines them.
If you want to follow something, follow this: set your opinion about yourself where God has set his belief about you and that is Christ seated at the right hand of the Father. 
If you think your life is defined by accomplishing some great work you are laying up treasures on earth. - God’s Perfect Will For His Own Life
· Col. 3:3 - Paul says here we’re already dead. The worst the world and sin can do to your life, it already did in the body of Jesus’ death, and your life has already overcome what sin can do to you in the body of Jesus’ resurrection, and left you in the place where you can never die again. - Who Has Believed The Report of Healing 10/1/23

· Col 3:13 – if any man has a coral against another, as Christ forgave you … /// this is not a commandment but a description of what forgiveness is. Jesus didn’t have to be commanded to forgive. This is pointing to the method by which forgiveness can occur, the way Christ forgave. 
We are created to be, not to do. 
When forgiveness manifests in your heart you are no longer living your life from the platform from the pain and offense of the sin that has been committed against us. 
There is a specific way to forgive that is not laborious, you get a revelation of what forgiveness is talking about and bam you are set free. Love and compassion for people comes forth. 
Forgiveness protects our hearts from the law and keeps our hearts in grace. It protects our hearts from sin, from the belief unto the flesh, and influences our hearts to have compassion for people by grace. Then we are free to be who we are. We get upset at ourselves because we are acting inconsistent with who we know we are. 
Many people have their whole existence shaped by some offense that has been committed against them, and they don’t understand that their life has now been defined by that offense. They are then enslaved to that offense and the life they experience is not the life that they want. 

Then we look at ourselves and say what’s wrong with us that they are doing this to us. If we think people have found fault with us, we think there must be fault with us. When we fall into that pattern, we go right back into trying to prove our worth and value and place ourselves under the law. 

Forgiveness was given as a gift to protect our hearts so we can be free to be who we are. When we understand It’s not the person who is sinning against us, it’s the law system they are enslaved to that is sinning against us, we can now separate the sin from the person and it frees us up to forgive people. 
Very few people live from the platform of who they really are and who they were created to be. 
The people who have hurt you the most are the people who wanted to love you the most but the system they were under could only produce hate. 
For example, if someone was holding a gun to his wife’s head and they say unless she kills him they are going to kill her, is he going to be upset with his wife or the thing that has enslaved her? All Becky wants to do is love him. Forgiveness gives you a revelation that the person who is hurting you the most desires to love you, they don’t have a sin nature but weren’t able to because they were a slave to something. Now you have compassion and forgive them. 
Jesus had the most heinous assault of sins happen to him, it’s greater than anybody has endured. What did he say on the cross tho? Father forgive them for they know not what they do? Paul took a page out of Jesus’ book, Jesus looked down on us then and said it is not them that is sinning against him but the system they were under.
Forgiveness is an ongoing thing. 
Forgiveness is contagious. We will all offend each other sometimes. We are all offensive at times. 
Don’t confuse people with the sins they have committed against us. It is a blessed life when you can bless the very people who sin against you. 
Did Stephen run when they stoned him? He said the same thing Jesus said, Father forgive them. How many do you think went away after killing him and say how did that guy cry out to forgive them when they were stoning them? It probably created a desire in their hearts for them to have that same kind of life. - Effortless Forgiveness
1 Timothy
· 1 Tim 1:9 - The perfect life is defined by not allowing yourself to be defined by what you do or don’t do.
Christ lived the perfect life because of what He believed, not by what He did.
Don’t think about what you should be doing. Think about how much God loves you and everything will flow from there.
Grace preachers aren’t rebelling against the law. They are rebelling against the concept that we are righteous by the works of the law. 
1 Tim 1:9 – the law is not made for a righteous man, for unholy and profane. // Who is righteous? One who believes. The law is not made for someone who believes in Jesus. He’s telling us that lawlessness is defined as someone who has rejected the concept to be saved by God’s strength. To be lawless is to be like Satan was, let me exalt myself based on my own strength. The law shows them they cannot be saved by their own works. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 21
· 1 Tim 2:5-6 - A mediator is someone who intervenes between parties at variance with one another for the purpose of reconciling them; hence, an intercessor. Jesus is the mediator between God and man. Not in the sense of settling an argument between two parties, but to bring about a union between God and man. There's a distance that needed to be bridged. The distance is not in proximity. It’s not to say God separated Himself from us. I know we have ptsd from bad doctrine that taught us God couldn’t stand to look upon us because of our sin. We know that’s not true. The distance we’re talking about existed in our nature. God is by nature immortal, and mankind is by nature a created being, having been sown in corruption by the sin of one man Adam. So the distance that needed to be bridged is the distance between mortality and immortality. The reconciliation isn't God being angry and needing his anger to be appeased. The reconciliation is the joining together of mortal man and immortal God. - Communion with the Son and with the Father 11/23/2025

· 1 Tim. 2:11-12 - Paul gives these instructions to Timothy, not to prevent women from teaching or speaking in the assembly, but so the women in the church, aren’t conformed to the world, and the image of the temple priestesses, or the cultural women/the new woman, that wanted to usurp authority over the man.

Paul gives us a hint of what he’s getting at when he says a woman should not usurp authority over the man. Usurp means to exert dominance over someone. It means to take power by force. Paul is saying women shouldn’t take from man the authority to teach. Women shouldn’t be setting themselves up as having dominion over the men as teachers. They shouldn’t set themselves up as the ones anointed by God to be the teachers over the men. Paul doesn't want the women in the church to look the part of the priestesses, and he doesn't want them conducting themselves in that same manner. - Saved By Childbirth 5/12/24

· 1 Tim 3:16 - Here Paul says to Timothy, great is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh. When Paul encountered the glorified Jesus on the road to Damascus godliness was no longer a mystery to him. He saw the man Jesus possessing the very glory and immortality of God in his body.

When Paul was Saul he thought godliness was found in the strength of the flesh. He thought the strength to be exalted to life and godliness was contained in the Jewishness of his flesh, and performing the works of the law. The idea was I will sow the strength in my own hand to work what is right, and through that I will produce good fruit, and that good fruit I produce will be my justification. The wisdom of the world says it’s the strength contained in the flesh that will exalt you. It says the power for your heart to be lifted up in peace and love and joy is found in the strength you can see in your flesh. It says the power to be justified is contained in the goodness you see in your flesh, whether it be strength, or nobility, or being wise. That within what you see in your flesh, whether it be your ability or the beauty you see there, is contained the power for you to be justified. 

Well Christ made Saul's doctrine foolish on the road to Damascus. Paul wasn't just like wow a glorified man … Paul's thoughts were captivated with how did this man end up glorified. Paul was a pharisee. He spent every waking moment thinking on attaining to the kingdom of God. Paul was all his days coveting the life of God so he wanted to know how did this guy end up inheriting the kingdom of God. He would’ve thought back to Jesus on the cross, how there was nothing beautiful to behold in his flesh; no strength to be seen in his flesh. The only thing that could be seen was the fullness of all weakness. There was only sin and cursing and death to be seen in him. He would’ve thought of how Jesus’ hands were nailed to a tree so he could do no good works. He would’ve thought of Jesus crying out to the Father and committing His desire for life and justice into the strength of the Father’s hand. And how this man Jesus inherited life and godliness simply by believing on the Father’s goodness towards him to do a work to deliver him from death. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· 1Tim 3:16 - without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 

Paul’s describing the nature of the man Christ Jesus. That's who Paul’s talking about when he says God was manifest in the flesh? He’s talking about the man Christ Jesus. He’s talking about the Son of God; the Word that descended from above, and was born as a man. He’s talking about Emmanuel. God with us. That's who was justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. Notice how Paul invokes a union between God and man in his language. He says God was manifest in the flesh. God was born a man. These scriptures speak ad nauseam about the birth of Jesus being the birth of God.

What Paul’s doing here is explaining how Christ Jesus is able to bring many sons to glory. Jesus is first God. He’s the Lord from above; he’s the same Yahweh who ate with Abraham; he’s the rock which poured out water for the Hebrews; he’s the bread from heaven. He did not lose his divinity when he was manifest in the flesh, that's why Paul says God was manifest in the flesh. He doesn’t say Jesus of Nazareth was manifest in the flesh. 

Paul says Christ Jesus, the Godman, was justified in the Spirit. How should we look at that? Jesus didn’t look like the Son of God on the cross … in fact the Pharisees raged against him telling him that he wasn’t the Son of God because he was dying on the cross … Jesus was justified in the spirit … Greek scholars interpret the phrase “ justified in the Spirit” as saying “Christ was vindicated by his own spirit; the incorporeal life he has in himself, before men by overcoming death and rising from the dead”. Jesus was justified in the Spirit … He was proven not to be a mere mortal man, but as Romans 1 says he was declared to be the Son of God with power, in his resurrection from the dead. 

Great is the mystery of godliness … the way to attain to God likeness is to believe on the one the Father sent … theosis, union, is revealed in the eternal Son, who partook with us in flesh and blood. He was intimate with us in the depth of our brokenness; in his flesh he suffered our death at the hands of our sin, and then was proven to be the Son of God, having the power to immerse us in the light of his immortality, having been raised up by the life He shares with the Father and the Spirit. The 2nd person in the Godhead, the Word, was born as a man, to offer himself as a ransom, so that in being intimate with the darkness of our death, he can bring us into the brightness of the Fathers person. - Communion with the Son and with the Father 11/23/2025

· 1 Tim. 6:11 - Usually when we think of patience we think of waiting for something. We think of being calm and content as we wait for something. Maybe we’re stuck in traffic; stuck in a line; stuck in a situation where someone or something is moving at the pace of a turtle or a sleuth, and our idea of patience is we must be happy; joyful; content; as we are stuck in a situation, moving like a turtle, waiting to get through it. 

The word translated patience in the scriptures is closely related to the words abide, and endure. The Greek word for patience means to endure, or to continue in something. So here endure doesn't just talk about enduring pain or afflictions, although it can also be applicable in situations filled with tribulation. Endure here is to continue in something, and not turn away from it. 

You can get distracted from the race. My dad was a runner all his life. We were a running family. We went to road races as a family. My youngest sister, she’s great at a lot of things. She’s better than I am at a lot of things. But, when it came to running road races, it was a struggle. She got distracted by pretty flowers and birds in the park. Next thing you know she would just abandon the race to check them out and smell the flowers!!! Kind of like stop and smell the roses!!! Patience isn’t only about waiting, in this sense it’s more about enduring in something. It’s more about continuing in something you started. 

Patience in the scriptures is a passive action. Meaning it’s not something you work up. It’s something that is worked in you. Patience is the fruit of the Spirit. As you walk in the Spirit, through the hearing of the faith. As you continue to observe the faith revealed in the body of Jesus’ death and resurrecting. As you continue to look into the perfect law of liberty; finding the testimony of your life, and what sort of a man you are, in the faith revealed in Jesus Christ, you are doing the word, and are blessed in that deed. Meaning the faith that is of Jesus; the faith that came in the body of Jesus’ death and resurrection is full of power to conceive the fruit of patience in your life. - The Grace To Run The Race 7/6/25

· 1 Tim 6:12 - Here Paul says fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 

Eternal life isn't just talking about a final destination. It’s describing a certain kind of life. The God kind of life. Eternal life is a life that’s whole, it’s perfect, it has no spots and blemishes. It can't die. It can’t be stolen from by sin and death. It can’t be defiled by the destruction in the world.

What does it look like to lay hold of eternal life? About 2 years ago now, I was having lots of heart palpitations, where it literally felt like blood stopped pumping to my brain and my body, to the point of fainting. It went on for like a year. I was having massive heart palpitations, thinking any day I was just going to keel over. Well I got a diagnosis that said my carotid artery was blocked and I had coronary artery disease. I had all the symptoms. My calves were clinching up with cramps and I could barely walk. 

Well I started talking with God about the ministration of His life. How I’m under the reign of His indestructible life. I began talking with God about how He prepared His own body for me, to serve me with a life that can’t perish. How He’s made my body His temple, and caused death to pass over me. I started talking with God about His Spirit dwelling in me, and how His Spirit is the power behind my life, not the strength of my mortal body, or my veins or my heart or my arteries. My conversation was centered on His life dwelling in me, and how that makes sin and death bow down. I started talking with God about heaven and earth colliding in me and the gates of death cannot prevail against my life. My mind became filled with the word of life. How there’s a life in Jesus that even Lords it over sin and death in the flesh. I started talking with God, about how I’m part of Jesus’ body. I started talking with Him about how He destroyed my fellowship with the body that can die, through the body and blood of Jesus. I was discerning the Lord’s body. I started praying with God about how I’m not one flesh with the weakness in my body, I’m one flesh with Him and His indestructible life, through the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. My prayer with God was about the light in His life. I started praying with God about what that light did in Genesis and how it brought forth everything out of nothing. How it brought forth order out of chaos, and life out of darkness and nothingness. I started talking with God about how that life's in me and I started talking about how it's a river of Living Water and fills all the waste places in my body. 

I wasn't confessing. I wasn't working some confession principle. I was caught up into the third heaven with the Lord, talking about the life I see in the Lord Jesus, and what I see it did inside of his body, and that's what my prayer centered around. James says you ask but you have not because you ask amiss seeking to satisfy your lust. I wasn't trying to get a miracle so I could believe I have life. I wasn't trying to be convinced I have Life by getting healed. I was talking with God about His life and how I have His life now, and what kind of a life it is that I have. I was talking with God about what this life looks like inside of mortal flesh. I was getting caught up in the abundance of His life, and how it superabounds even over the death of the cross. That was the meditation of my heart. I was laying hold of eternal life. 

We don’t really think about it this way, but what did Jesus do when he needed to be healed from the death of the cross? If we can see the faith of Jesus on the cross, we can have intimacy with the power of the resurrection. Jesus says in psalm 23 you prepare a table for me in the presence of my enemies. The table is the table of the Fathers life. Jesus was laying hold of eternal life on the cross. The meditation of his heart on the cross was the eternal life He shared with the Father from the beginning, and the love the Father has for Him, that the Father gave that He could have that life, even in his earthen vessel. That’s the power that raised Jesus from the dead. That’s what healed Jesus from sin and death in the flesh. He didn’t consider the deadness he saw in his body, he didn’t consider the power of sin to serve him with death. He wasn't filled with unbelief. The Father and the life He shared with the Father was lifted up in his heart. The faith of God was lifted up in his heart, and that gave him intimacy with the power of the resurrection. That moved the mountain. That removed the plague of Babylon.

When we see Jesus healing the sick. He healed the sick by forgiving their sin. The forgiveness of sin is the removal of the reign of death from over your life. It’s God destroying your fellowship with the body of death. It’s God removing the reign of every sickness and disease and injury from over your life. Your sin is forgiven you. - Lay Hold of Eternal Life For Healing 10/8/23 

· 1Tim 6:16  - speaking of Jesus says Who only has immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man has seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 

We are sons, not by nature, but by grace. We are by nature human; we are by nature creatures; we have a beginning, and we are partakers of the divine nature by grace through the faith. 

Jerred’s quote - 

Christ Jesus being the ‘Only’ begotten, is that He is the ‘only son’ who is of the selfsame substance and nature as the Father, consubstantial. - We are also sons but we participate in and partake of the divine nature through grace. He alone participates in the father by nature. He is a son by nature and therefore God by nature. We are also sons but not sons by nature, sons by grace. - He is the only begotten, outside of time, uncreated son. We are created sons who were begotten, in time, by grace. - He was begotten not made, without time and beginning, we were made then begotten in time with a beginning. - We now by grace through faith, partake of the divine nature of the Father in the same way Jesus does...face to face. ‘Only’ He does it by nature, we do it by grace. - Who Is Jesus? 7/22/25

· 1 Tim. 6:16 - John's gospel echoes the same sentiment when it says no one has seen the Father but the Son. It’s the same thing Paul says to Timothy. No man is dwelling in the light, and no man can approach immortality, except for Jesus, the Son of God, the Word that is God manifest in the flesh. Only the man Christ Jesus can bring mankind into the light because he is the only one who is come from the light. 

So here’s Jesus, the Son of God. Hebrews describes the Son of God as one who has neither beginning of days nor end of life. Hebrews also describes Jesus as the brightness of the Father’s person. John says Jesus is the light that’s always been with God, and is God. So Jesus, who indwells the light of immortality with the Father and the Spirit, gave himself as a ransom. He partook with us in our humanity, that in partaking with us in flesh and blood, he can bring us to glory, the glory He shares with the Father from all eternity, and through that we can experience the Father in the depth of our being. - Communion with the Son and with the Father 11/23/2025

2nd Timothy

· 2 Tim. 4:7 - What is the race set before us? The apostle Paul says in 2nd Timothy 4 I fought the good fight, I finished my course, I ran the race, I have kept the faith. Keeping the faith means to observe the faith. Paul says his eye was kept on the faith, and the faith kept him. Paul saw the source of the lovely goodness he longed for in the face of Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God, and that kept him in the way. 

The race is observing the faith; having your eyes set on the faith; it's to continue looking to the life giving Spirit that was raised up in Jesus, and not turn back to looking to the strength of the flesh, and the strength that’s in the world to give you life.

It’s not that I use my willpower to diligently look into the word of truth; it's not even that I look into the word of truth in an attempt to try and get patience; I’m not working the faith to see fruit manifested in my life; I’m not my own workmanship and now faith is the thing I use to create my own life in the image of lovely goodness. It’s that I see the substance of every good thing I yearn for within the faith revealed in Jesus Christ; Hebrews says Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen …. There's a substance to faith. It has a makeup. 

What happens is you see the image of the invisible God in the faith revealed in Jesus Christ. You see the Father’s face through the eternal Son. You see His hand stretched forth towards you, blessing you with eternal life, making you a partaker with Him in His divine nature; making you members of His body; a body glorified, never to be able to taste weakness and death again. You see everything you yearn for; a sinless life; a life without spots and blemishes; a life that superabounds over every tribulation and calamity in this world; a life that cannot be held down by death; a life that's unceasing in its fruitfulness. You see everything that pertains to life and godlikeness is contained within the faith revealed in Jesus Christ. Now because the faith revealed in Jesus is the substance of what you long for; the evidence that your life is hid in him, and all things are under your feet in him, you endure. Meaning because I see faith is the gold that's been tried in the fire; able to overcome the world; and the death in the world; able to overcome death in the flesh, that's where I am all the time looking to behold myself and my life. 

That’s patience. Patience is you see the substance of what you long for in Jesus; you see Jesus, and he’s the evidence you’re in him and he’s in you. Patience causes you to continue/endure in the faith. It’s the fruit of the Spirit. It’s conceived through faith giving you eyes to see the reward of Christ. Patience is the result of having respect for the recompense of the reward. You stand in awe of the reward you see manifested in the resurrected; glorified Jesus; and that causes you to endure; it causes you to continue in the faith that was in Jesus; that saved; glorified his mortal body with immortality. - The Grace To Run The Race 7/6/25
Titus
· Titus 1:1-2 - The promise of life is the promise of God's life. It's not any old life God promises us it’s His own life that He promises. And it's much more personal and intimate, than to only think of it as someone promising you something. Like if I promise to give you some money or I promise to go somewhere or I promise to do something for you. The promise of eternal life is more accurately relatable to a marriage vow or oath, than it is a promissory note, or something that is transactional. The closest depiction we have to God promising us life is the kind of promise I made to Beckie when I proposed to her and vowed my life to her. - The Promise of His Life 11/12/23

Philemon

· Phile. 1:4-6 - When Paul felt weakness he looked to the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, so his intimacy would be with the power of the resurrection when he was in need instead of his intimacy being with the weakness of mortal flesh. When we feel weakness it's not meant to be a sign that strength and ability is absent from us, it's not a sign we are being overcome, rather it's a sign reminding us of where the strength we need is found, so we look to God and not ourselves. 

Philemon 1:4-6

The apostle Paul wrote this letter to Philemon to encourage him to receive a servant who had gone awol, back into his house without punishing him. Paul is desiring here for the faith that was in Philemon to show itself active in his life, and the way he says that would happen is by Philemon acknowledging the treasure of eternal life that dwells in him on account of the hand of God. 

Faith shows itself active in our lives by putting our flesh to rest. It shows itself active in our lives by animating us with the grace of God and the fruit of His Spirit. It's the faith that was revealed in Jesus that's full of grace for us. It’s the faith that was revealed in Jesus that is full of power to produce the fruit of the Spirit in us. It’s through the faith we have eternal life, and as we acknowledge the incorruptible seed of God’s life dwelling in our mortal bodies, faith manifests itself in us by strengthening us with grace, and filling us with the love of God. 

Since I’ve been back from my break I’ve found myself acknowledging God and His eternal life, and how His presence abides in me. I’m juggling more things now than I ever was before, but my mind just keeps thinking of God’s ability to do all the juggling, and I haven't felt overwhelmed or weak or unable to do what is in my heart to do. - The Excellency Is of God 1/29/23

Hebrews

· Heb. 1:1 - The theme of Hebrews is the absolute and complete supremacy of Jesus as the revealer and mediator of who God is. He is the mediator between God and mankind and the revealer of who God is and who we are. 
The purpose of Hebrews was to convince those people of that thing listed above. 
The Hebrews started going back to the law, teachings of other prophets. They wrongly interrupted the teachings of Moses.
Christ is our high priest. Christ is the sacrifice for all sins. Christ is the revealer of the new covenant. Christ is the word of God.
He wants them to know this so they could abandon what they were adding in so they could move on with Christ.
The Pharisees didn’t open the scriptures to see Jesus, they opened the scriptures to find something to do to experience God’s kind of life. 
He was saying you search the scriptures to find life but they all testify to who I am. He is the way, the truth and the life. Look there to see what I have done.
Hear ye Him…at the mount of transfiguration…stop trying to hear the law. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 1
· Heb. 1:1 - The whole purpose of the book of Hebrews is believing and placing your trust in Christ and nothing else. Christ is the beginning and the end. Everything you are believing in, you want it to be defined by Christ. You want everything you think about God and yourself to be defined by Christ. 
Let what you believe about sin be defined by Christ. He died once for all time. Now it must be defined by Christ, not yourself. We let our flesh define what we think about sins rather than letting Christ define it. 
The greatest thing I took out of the book of Hebrews was the destruction of my sin conscious and that that was God’s will. It was something God designed us to have. 
A close relationship with the Father is what leads you out of death. Death is not describing falling asleep, it’s a kind of life called death which is defined by the works of the flesh. The only way to walk out of this is to have your sin consciousness removed. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 30
· Heb. 1:1-2 - says God who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, has spoken to us in these last days by His Son. It goes on to say that Jesus is the brightness of God’s glory, and the express image of God’s person. Jesus is the full revelation of God. There’s nothing to be known about God outside of Jesus. Jesus is God’s doctrine. He is God's language. Jesus is God with us to explain God to us. 

We say Jesus is fully God and fully man. We all say that. And if I said that one statement everyone would say amen! Jesus is God and man. We all say Jesus is God. We all agree with the words of Jesus when he says if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father. We all say amen when it’s said that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. But, somethings happened when we think of the cross. We get to the cross and all of a sudden Jesus is only a man. We get to the cross and somehow Jesus is no longer Immanuel. We get to the cross, and somehow Jesus is no longer God with us.

There’s never a time when Jesus is not the word made flesh. There’s never a time when Jesus is not revealing the Father to us. It's not as if Jesus was no longer Immanuel on the cross. There’s never a time when Jesus isn’t God with us. There’s never a time when he isn’t prince of peace, wonderful counselor, everlasting Father, Mighty God.

As if somehow on the cross, the Father and the son aren't one. As if somehow on the cross the Father isn't in the son, and the son isn't in the Father. If Jesus isn't God on the cross, then who is He??? If Jesus isn't the word on the cross, then where’s the word, and who is holding everything together? - The Tender Heart of God 11/5/21

· Heb. 1:3 - It says all things are held together by the power of Jesus, by the power of his word, by the power of his arm; by the life he has in himself.

What it means is Jesus bears all things upon himself, he sustains all things by the arm of his power; by the life he has in himself. It is Jesus who bears upon his shoulders the pillars of the universe; it is Jesus who preserves every creature in its being, and supports it, and supplies it with the necessities of life. What it means is Jesus is the Spirit of faith by which all things were created …. 

Seeing it's Jesus that sustains all things, that bears up the pillars of the universe, preserves every creature in its being, and supports it, and supplies it with the necessities of having life. It was fitting for him, seeing he wanted to bring many children, and his creation to glory, to partake with his children in flesh and blood. Because mankind was made partakers of flesh and blood through Adam, it became Jesus, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in order for him to be able to bring forth many people out of the grave into the glory of God, to likewise take part in the same flesh and blood, for the purpose of suffering at the hands of death.- The Firstborn of a New Creation 6/5/22

· Heb. 1:3 - In the New Testament scriptures, in the letter to the Hebrews it says we see the invisible God by faith, and it tells us this faith is Jesus Christ Himself; the express image and brightness of God's person; it’s not just the Son we see in Jesus, we can also see the Father through Him; and we can see the Spirit through him … Faith is the image of the invisible God. Faith gives form to the family in heaven. By faith we see Him who is invisible to the carnal mind. By faith we see the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. By faith we see the nature, and the workings of the Godhead. It’s by faith we see their ministry to us. It’s by faith we see them serving us with their life. Faith gives form to the invisible God, so we can have an experiential knowledge of God; that in being able to touch and to handle and to see God through the faith that is of Jesus Christ; we live as His people; a people served by Him. A people He serves by providing Himself as our lamb, pouring out his life for us by shedding His own blood. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· Heb. 1:3 - If Jesus says the gates of hell; the works of the devil, cannot prevail against the revelation of who he is, then we ought to pay more careful attention to answering the question, who is Jesus. Who do you say Jesus is? Jesus is called Son, not just because he is identical in nature with the Father, but because he stems from the Father. When we say Jesus stems from the Father, we’re talking about causation of manifestation, not causation of being. The nicene creed says Jesus is eternally begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father. If the Father isn’t made and doesn't have a beginning, then neither can the Son. We cannot look at one of the instances Jesus is begotten, and say he wasn’t begotten until then. Jesus is the concise and simple revelation of the Father’s nature. That's why Hebrews says Jesus is the express image of the Father, and the brightness of His person. 
Jesus is the only begotten Son. He is the only begotten Son, who is the source of all life with the Father. John draws a distinction between our Sonship and the Sonship of Jesus, when he says Jesus is the only begotten Son, and then describes that by saying no one has seen the Father but the Son. When John says no one has seen the Father, but the only begotten Son. He’s talking about them being of the same nature; the same essence. John’s saying no one inherently possesses the immortality of the Father but the only begotten Son. No one is by nature the self same substance of the Father. No one is by nature immortal, but the only begotten Son. No one has approached the light, even as He is in the light, but the only begotten Son, he is in the bosom of the Father. He is the Word, John says, has always been with God, and is God. - Who Is Jesus? 7/22/25

· Heb. 2:5-10 - The verses in Hebrews 2 are a little wordy but they are about him recreating our identity. What He did would have had no bearing on our lives if He didn’t experience everything that we experience. It’s a huge point.
Jesus destroyed death. His light shined so bright. He had to experience that kind of like in the Matrix when Neo had to run into the evil guy.
The key is to not sway back and forth. The key is to know who God really is.
If you have a relationship with God based on a wrong image of Him then you aren’t having a real relationship. You may think you do but you really don’t.
The author  was setting the stage to explain why Jesus is our Great high priest
The only way the Jews won vs. Goliath is because a Jew was representing them. If a Moabite came, they wouldn’t have gotten the victory. Same with us and Jesus. He represented us.
Angels are not humans, so whatever system they implement can’t bring salvation. Only the creator can bring creation and salvation. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 5
· Heb. 2:5-10 - As Hebrews says even though our physical eyes may not see all tribulation yet under our feet, we see Jesus, and we know we have overcome the tribulation in him. 

The idea that I need to tithe to be blessed by God, the idea that I need to perform the works of the law can only make sense if I think I lack something that is needed for life and godlikeness. 

I may sit with a desire for a certain government but I can never be tossed to and fro in my beliefs by what I see in the government because I see that God has begotten me again to an incorruptible life through the word of truth that is Jesus. I see that every good and perfect gift I desire is contained in the faith the Father has given as a gift in Jesus. So if the governments of the world fall apart I won't be tossed to and fro by doctrines that say the power unto a godly life and the power unto the gospel going forth is found in the governments of this world having the proper laws. I won't be tossed to and fro by a doctrine that tells me my freedom is wrapped up in how it goes with the governments of the world.

The idea we need to cleanse ourselves from sin by our good works and self effort doesn’t look good for food if we are grounded in the truth that God has cleansed us once for all time in Jesus. The idea we can attain to the blessing of God by giving 10% doesn't look good for food if we are grounded in the knowing that the blessing of life we desire is contained in Christ alone, and God has given us all things freely in Christ. The idea that we need to preserve ourselves from the injustices and the corruption and the death in the world doesn't look like it can feed us with life if we see the justice we long for is contained in the resurrection of Jesus, and we see that God has cleansed us once for all time from the death in the world by coming and supping with us in our house and causing death to pass over us through Jesus. 

We seek Jesus and what God has done in Jesus. We do not seek experiences, or power, or authority, or the peace the world offers. We sit at the feet of Jesus and receive nutrients from him and the life he has in Himself. 

If I see that God has already freely given me all things that pertain to life and godlikeness in Christ then I won't look to the world and its systems or any other system to be justified with life, and that will keep me from being tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine. As the apostle Paul says let every thought we have be taken captive by Christ. - Discerning Doctrines 6/13/21

· Heb. 2:5-11 - The author of Hebrews points to Jesus as the Creator. He says by Jesus are all things, and for him are all things. Hebrews begins by telling us Jesus is the express image of God. Remember we are meant to be created in his image. Hebrews say since we were made by him, to be in his image; that is to say we were made to find our conclusion in him. It became him, meaning it was fitting for him to partake with us in flesh and blood. If Jesus, the Creator made flesh, wanted to create us in his image. If He wanted to sanctify our flesh for deification, it was fitting that he would become one of us. It's only fitting since He is the creator of all things, that if He wanted to make a new creation; or rather bring the first creation out of death; that he would by necessity have to first partake with the children in flesh and blood. 

We were made for union with the divine nature. Our human nature was meant to be joined together with the divine nature in the person of the Eternal Word. But we partook of flesh and blood instead. We created a new existence, where we made ourselves in the image of the serpent's death. The distance between the created and uncreated became an impassable abyss for man after he willed himself into a new state, of sin and death, which was near a state of nonbeing. We couldn’t lift ourselves out of mortality into immortality. But, God did what we couldn’t do. He achieved the union we were called to, by descending to us and becoming a man. What was impassable for man, that is death, sin, and the distance between the divine and human nature is broken through by God: the distance between natures is broken through by His incarnation, that of sin by his death, and that of death by his resurrection. - The Creator Crucified. The Mystery of the New Creation 8/31/25

· Heb. 2:10 - tells us the purpose of Jesus being mediator when it says …. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. The mediation of Christ is to bring many sons to glory. The same glory Jesus says he had with the Father before the world was. The only way Jesus can immerse us in the brightness of the Fathers person is if he is by nature divine, light from light, true God from true God, and then in His divinity partake with us in flesh and blood. Christ can’t bring our humanity into the light he eternally indwells with the Father, without descending to our estate. That's why Paul says the only one who can be the mediator between God and men is the man Christ Jesus. It can’t be Moses. It can’t be Elijah. Or David or Abraham. It can’t be a mere mortal man. A mere mortal man can’t approach the light of immortality, and therefore can’t bring anyone else into the light. Paul says it this way Moses was a servant in the house whereas Christ is the Son in his own house. - Communion with the Son and with the Father 11/23/2025

· Heb. 2:11 - The one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are both human. Jesus, God, that is, wasn’t ashamed to be found in our estate. The eternal Son condescended to our estate to lift us up in his humanity. He lowered himself to us, so we can be exalted in him. He humbled himself, allowing himself to partake of the shame of the cross, counting the shame as having nothing against his humanity. All so he can dignify our humanity with his divinity. God endured the death of the cross as a man, through the strength of his divine nature. That through his enduring, his body might be broken, and his blood poured out for our deification. God in his own humanity partook with us in our suffering. He wasn't ashamed to call us brethren. He wasn't ashamed of our humanity. He wasn't ashamed to identify with us in the frailty of our flesh. He wasn't ashamed to be seen with us in the weakness of dying flesh. He did not think our humanity and its ability to be moved, and to change, was something to be despised. Jesus, God, that is, humbled himself to the death of the cross. He esteemed the life of sinners over his own. He looked not on his own things, but on the things that pertained to our redemption.

Only the humanity of God has the power to deify mortal man. Only the body and blood of God being sowed in the earth has the power to both redeem us from death, and deify us. - The Crucified God. His Broken Body For You 8/25

· Heb. 2:14-15 - Notice the phrase “subject to bondage”. The devil had something in mankind. He was able to entangle us with bondage, through death. It’s death that entangles us with bondage. The yoke of bondage comes upon a person through fear of death. That’s how we fall prey to the weak and beggarly elements of the world, the fear of death. You can't be entangled with the yoke of bondage unless you are first filled with the fear of death. Touch not, taste not, handle not only makes sense to us in the presence of a perishable life. The weak and beggarly elements of the world only make sense to us if we think we are separated from what we need to experience life. If I already possess an incorruptible life, and life carries with it a certainty that it will serve me with peace and love and joy. How will anyone be able to convince me I need to observe rituals to attain to life. If you look at the Galatians, they were entangled again with the yoke of bondage through the fear that came from thinking they lacked something needed for them to be justified with life.

The fear of death is not just being afraid to die one day. It’s the fear that comes from thinking you are separated from the good thing you have to have a life full of peace, and love, and joy. It's the fear that comes from thinking God’s not with you. It’s the fear that comes from thinking God's face is hid from you. That the affliction you see in your life is a sign God abhors you and doesn’t hear you. That’s the fear you know … death speaks to us, telling us God's not there. Meaning life isn't present with us; what we need to experience peace and love and joy is not present with us. God with you=life with you. Well if you are encountering death and tribulation the carnal mind concludes it must mean God is not there. And if God's not there then the life we need is also not there. - Freedom 2/27/22

· Heb. 2:14-15 - Partaking of flesh and blood is talking about the body of death. It’s talking about our bodies being corrupted with death. We partook of corrupted flesh through the first man Adam. And that corrupted flesh filled us with fear and shame in the presence of the Father. We weren’t able to come to Him, or cry out to Him when we needed life. We couldn't see He was with us to clothe us. We couldn’t see He would provide Himself a lamb. We couldn't see His hand stretched forth towards us with the reward of life. Our conscience was stained with sin. Our conscience was stained with the body of death. We were all our days in bondage through the fear of punishment, just as Adam was in the garden. We were held in bondage to a life of trying to clothe ourselves through the corruptible things in the world, that promised to make us fruitful. Our treasure was in the earth. We were trying to be clothed upon by the world. We were looking to the world to be the Father of our life. Essentially we were all coming down off the cross.

It’s not possible to come to God, or stand in His presence with a conscience stained with sin/body of death. The death you see in yourself will accuse you in the presence of the Father, and work fear, and shame, and condemnation in your heart, and cause you to cower away from Him just like Adam. That's why Hebrews 11 says those who come to God must see He is a rewarder of all those who come to him. If you think there’s punishment waiting for you in God, you’ll never come to Him for the life you need. - Hanging Out With The Father 1/14/24

· Heb. 2:14-15 - The term salvation talks about something happening to you that is exceedingly abundantly above all you can ask or think. The greatest thing that can happen to human beings is to be made as God by the incarnation of the Word. The unity of Christ's person is unto us theosis. God's assumption of human existence in Christ achieves salvation and deification. As Hebrews says Christ partook with us in flesh and blood to destroy the power of death. Christ partook with us in our nature, that we, through his humanity, might partake with him in his divine nature. God ministers to our humanity, by becoming a man. The humanity of God is full of grace for us. God becomes as a decoration to your mortality; he beautifies you; he beautifies your flesh with the glory of His immortality. And through that you become as an ornament unto Him, where He’s glorified, on account of how beautiful He’s made you. 

There’s a lot of confusion surrounding the nature of Christ. It’s really no surprise the enemy would want to create confusion around the person of Christ. It's in the person of Christ that our humanity overcomes the works of the devil. That's why 1st John says any spirit that does not confess God comes in the flesh, is anti-christ, or against the revelation of Christ. When John says that Christ is come in the flesh, he means God is come in the flesh through the Eternal Word. I think one of the reasons there’s confusion is because people struggle to see that God and man are compatible. The divine nature is completely compatible with human nature. The incarnation proves God and human are 100% compatible. 

When the Eternal Son, who is begotten divinity, that is divinity brought forth from the bosom of the Father. The same substance as the Father. Light from Light. True God from true God. When Jesus, who is both the divine nature and a distinct person existing within the eternal Godhead, assumes human form, he receives humanity, and unites it to his person. The incarnation is both unifying and defying at the same time. By assuming human existence, the Son deifies it, and in deifying it, he assumes it in his person, in one and the same divine action. 

The Son did not become two people in the incarnation. He’s not half God and half man. He’s one enfleshed nature. He’s by nature God; He’s by nature immortal, and without changing his nature, he was born a man. And as a result of the unity of both natures, one nature was formed out of both. God has been humanized and humanity defied in Christ — so the savior, even though he is become flesh, is one and the same God. Once God assumes the nature of human, his humanity doesn’t stand separate from His divinity. He’s fully God and fully man all at the same time. It’s not that he’s God sometimes, and a mere man at other times. Yes he’s fully human. Yes he has a spirit, a soul, and a body, but it’s not the humanity of a mere man. It's not the body of a mere man. It's not the blood of a mere man. It's the body and blood of God. It’s the humanity of God. The one who assumes humanity is God, and the humanity that is assumed is also God. - Saved by the Humanity of God 8/17/25

· Heb. 2:15 - says the power the devil had over us was through the fear of death. It says we were held in bondage through the fear of death.

We can see what the fear of death looks like in Adam if we look in Genesis.

Adam wouldn’t come to God because He had a fear that what was waiting for him in God was scrutiny and punishment. He was blind to the fact that the only gift God had in Himself to give was eternal life. Now because of that, Adam was sweating from his brow trying to cloth himself with life.

In the same way, the power the devil had over us, to take our members captive, and make us slaves to a life of hard labor, was because we were blinded to the goodness in God's heart towards us. We didn’t see the only thing God has in Himself to give us is the gift of eternal life. Like Adam, we thought the thing that was waiting for us in God was punishment for our sin. We didn’t think there was a treat waiting for us in the presence of God, we thought there was a trick. We didn’t see God had prepared a table for us in His presence to serve us with His life, and that left us sweating from our brow trying to gather peace and love and joy to ourselves.

You talk about hard labor. There’s no labor more difficult than trying to produce eternal life by your own strength. There’s no labor more strenuous than trying to gather peace to yourself. 
When God thinks of forgiveness His mind is filled with delivering us from that. He isn’t thinking He’s angry with us and in need of being set free from the feeling of resentment. 

So what God does is He comes and nails the death that is bruising us to a tree to deliver us from the effect of sin. He says if I can come and condemn the death that is condemning my children, their eyes can be opened to the goodness in My heart towards them and they’ll be drawn to Me and partake of the eternal life that is stored up for them in Me.

God sees we won’t come to Him to partake of our inheritance because of the fear of death, so He sends Jesus to bring forth the faith that can sanctify His name in our hearts. He sends Jesus to purge our hearts from the fear there is punishment stored up for us in Him.

God was in Christ leading a great exodus. You know the exodus was about God grabbing the children of Israel by the hand and leading them out of their captivity to hard labor, and leading them into the promised land that was their inheritance.

The forgiveness of sin is about God showing up as the Father of mankind to tell the taskmaster who was beating and bruising His children “Let my children go”. - Remission of Sin 11/8/20

· Heb. 2:15 - The captivity we were in was from death. We were held captive to a life of labors and annoyances, trying to gather life and satisfaction and peace to ourselves because of the fear of death. Hebrews 2:15 says we were all our days in bondage through the fear of death. 

The fear of death isn't only about being afraid to die, and because I’m afraid of not having what I need for life, that leaves me in bondage. That’s part of it but there’s another component. Think about it. Why would I be afraid of death if I know I can call out to God and He will heal me from death? Why would I be afraid of not having what I need for life if I know God is with me having everything I need in His open hand.

The fear of death in the context of the letter to the Hebrews is connected to thinking there's punishment waiting for you with God instead of a reward. In the Jewish oral tradition it’s recorded. Example of high priest in Talmud of tying string on the high priest in case he died in the presence of God. 

The bondage that comes from the fear of death is you are working hard to clothe yourself in justice and peace and life because you think God’s hand has a spanking to give you instead of a reward. You don’t think you can get the peace and justification you need from God, and you think what you’ll get from God should you go to Him is punishment, so you’re left working hard to gather those things to yourself. 

The ancient Hebrews in the exodus were in bondage through the fear of punishment. They were held captive to a life of labor and toiling, thinking if they didn't build a house for pharaoh, he would punish them with death. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Heb. 2:17  - There is a sin problem, the sin disease or sin sickness. Because of Adam sin was in the world. Hebrews talks about how to address it. Two ways, the Hebrews were trying to address it through the law (sacrifices, etc.), Paul comes in and says it’s not the law, it’s Jesus.
Like today, if you have a chronic illness the world would put you on meds, but God’s way would be to take it away for good. The Hebrews were trying to take the law for the rest of their life but Jesus came and took it away.
If you think you have a problem in your life it stems from something you believe not something you do. Sin is not a problem. Don’t wander around the wilderness thinking it is a problem.
The Hebrews were not doers of the word, they were hearers only.  They heard the word that sin was not a problem, but they continued to do things to try to get rid of it. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 4
· Heb. 2:17-18 - Enduring the temptation means for your heart to despise the shame the sin and death all around you is trying to minister to you. It means for your heart to condemn every tongue that rises up against you in judgment. Jesus is a minister of the true sanctuary. He cleanses your conscience from the body of death. Casting down the voice that says where's your God now; if you really are His child where is. Let Him come for you if he will have you. And that is how He causes you to endure the temptation in the evil day. Enduring the temptation is for your conscience to be purged from the testimony the body of sin is declaring to you. It’s for your heart to be persuaded God does not abhor you in your affliction. His face is not Hid from you. He hears you when you cry out to Him. - The Temple Not Made With Hands 2/9/25

· Heb. 2:17-18 - Jesus comforts us in our affliction by putting the nature of the Father on display. It's very true, it's the eternal Son who was crucified for the sin of the world. With that being said we can also say it's the nature of God that is crucified in our midst. One of the reasons the nature of God is crucified in our midst is so we can see God’s passion for sinners. Jesus shows us the nature of the Father and that casts down the accusation of the evil one from our hearts; so the prince of this world; no longer has anything in us; in the evil day; the day of temptation; when we find ourselves beset by the weakness and the corruption in the world, and those things are trying to minister shame to you. Jesus put the nature of the Father on display so every tongue that rises against you trying to minister shame to you, and trying to condemn you could be cast out of the high places of your heart.  - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· Heb. 3:1 - says to consider Jesus. Look unto the faith revealed in Jesus, lest you faint and grow weary in your mind, and fail of the grace of God. James says whoever continues looking into the perfect law of liberty will be blessed in their deed. The deed that blesses people is to continuously consider what is revealed in Jesus. Everyone who does the work of considering the faith revealed in Jesus, and does not grow weary in doing that work, will be blessed in their deed. They will be rooted and grounded in the love of God, not offering their bodies to the world, not being a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word. - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· Heb. 3:13  -  says to exhort one another to love. Whose love? The love of God (connect love to I will be their God, and they shall be my people). The Christian tradition is about gathering together to encourage one another in the faith; in the love of God. That’s what gives birth to a community of people knit together by the same life and love the Godhead is knit together by. There’s a unity that comes from the faith. It’s by faith we are knit together in love, just like the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ourselves receiving nutrients from the head, which head is Christ. 

You might ask, is it contrary to true worship if we have physical elements in our worship? Not necessarily. It’s not evil to have sacraments or to take the physical elements of communion. But physical sacraments are only so good as they stir you up by way of reminding you of the faith revealed in Jesus. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· Heb. 4:3 - The letter to the Hebrews says the works were finished from the foundation of the world. Do not strive to cleanse yourself from sin and death; do not look to your own workings to bring yourself out of the miry clay; do not look to your own strength to make yourself fruitful … You are God’s workmanship, the good works you were created to walk in is, looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of the faith that is full of the grace needed for Christ to be fully formed in you. This is why the letter to the Hebrews says moving on to perfection. Moving on to that which perfects, having had your senses exercised by the faith revealed in Jesus. 

Does this mean I don’t have eternal life yet, but if I keep hearing the faith I can get eternal life one day? Does it mean I’m progressively sanctified? Does it mean I’m not perfected once for all time. Let it never be said? 

If you look at a seed. There's a potency in the seed. The full potency of life and nutrients is present in the seed, even before its outer shell dies and the seed produces roots in the ground, and then fruit. Just as with a seed, those who’ve called upon the name of the Lord possess the full potency of life now. Peter says you’ve been born again from an incorruptible seed. The full potency of the incorruptible seed is present in you now. You’ve been hypostatically joined with the divine nature, having been fully cleansed from corruption, and the defilement of sin and its death. - This Is The Way 6/16/25

· Heb. 4:6 - The Jews didn’t enter in because they didn’t believe, not failing to obey the commandments. 
The promised land was a foreshadowing of us entering into the rest of God
The Jews had this concept that they were just in and their ticket was punched. Paul was saying these guys didn’t get in, their ticket wasn’t punched…neither is yours.
The works of God are to believe. The disciples asked Jesus what works should we do…he said believe.
Abe believed what God believed about him. Adam and Eve didn’t believe what God said about them.
The seventh day was a day of rest. All the other days there were morning and night. That symbolizes the perfection was eternal. It was outside of time. It could never end. All Adam and Eve had to do was believe they were perfect and that He was satisfied with them the way they were. That is what most people struggle with. That is the thing that causes us not to enter into the rest. 
We’ve been repeating the history of Adam and Eve because we don’t know it. If we don’t know it, we will repeat it. 
The rest of God is what was going on in the Garden of Eden. It paints a picture of the rest of God for us. They didn’t plant the trees. There was no sowing in the rest of God to reap. There was no sowing in the garden. If there was sowing in the garden, then there would be a need for it now. They were not trying to sow seed so that they could have something to eat. This is another thing that stomps on tithing. That is man’s wisdom, it is a perversion. 
You can’t find sowing and reaping in the garden or the promised land.
When God rested was there anything else that needed to be done? No. This doesn’t mean that entering into the rest of God means sitting on your couch all day though. It’s talking about you don’t stress out and worry about providing for yourself.
The author  was trying to persuade them that there was a rest out there to be had. 
When Josh entered the promised land it was a type and shadow of the rest we would have, not the fulfillment. David talked about that rest. David wouldn’t have been talking about a rest that could be entered if that was the fulfillment of it. This is in Psalm 95. If you hear the word, don’t harden your hearts. - Hebrews Bible Study Lesson 8
· Heb. 4:6 - The author is trying to get people saved here. He wouldn’t be exhorting them to enter into the rest, salvation, if they had already done that.
The author said he would be accursed just to see them saved. I couldn’t imagine that Paul wouldn’t write a letter to them.
The reason you know there is a rest for the people of God is because Jesus is at rest. We have the work of creation and the work of redemption. God entered into his rest after creation, now Jesus has redeemed us back to our original state. It is finished. It is complete. He demonstrated it was complete by sitting down. The high priest never sits down in the OT. There was no chair, it was demonstrating that the work was not done. This is one of the hardest things for us to accept…the work to make us complete is done. He sees us perfect, there is no fault in us.
What kept us from being complete? Adam and Eve sinning and finding their identity in their flesh. Jesus put to death the old man and redeemed us from our identity that was connected to the law of sin and death. The reason we know we are perfect is because he is sitting.
Joked about the Seinfeld episode where George is upset about the security guard not having a chair to sit down on. George would have been upset about the high priest not getting a chair to sit down on.
If you ever want to ask yourself if you can rest just ask is Jesus sitting down? You can’t undo the work, you can only refuse to accept the fact that Jesus says you’re whole. You can say no, I don’t believe that. That is what the Jews were doing. They rejected the work.
Use your faith to believe what God believes about you. Not a car or a house, just your faith to believe that you are whole and rest in the fact that God will take care of you. When you get caught up in your circumstances you are doubting what God thinks of you. 
The separation from the Adamic identity is that we don’t have to let the things in this world define us. 
Grace persuades you to believe what God already believes about you. He says here you are. 
Money is usually the hardest thing to not let ourselves be defined by. We have to rest in the fact that God will take care of us.
Sometimes we seek to find our identity in miracles as well. If we don’t see it happen then we get to thinking what did I do wrong again. The gospel is not about seeing signs and wonders. The first course of action is preaching the gospel. God constantly performs miracles and people still rejected Him. Think of all the miracles of the Israelites (red sea, water from rock, etc.) but they still rejected him. They weren’t believing in Him, they were believing in what He did. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 9
· Heb. 4:9 - The letter to the Hebrews is all about the work God performed through His Christ. The people of God in the context of this verse are the people whose hearts and minds are set apart unto the lamb God provided.

In the Old Testament the Israelites did not enter God’s rest. They didn't enter the rest that comes from the work of God to give them the promised land because their minds were filled with their own workings instead of the work of God. 

There remains a rest therefore for the people of God. The author of Hebrews is talking about the rest that comes from seeing that God has provided Himself a lamb to set you apart from death unto life. Those whose minds are filled with God's lamb, and the work He’s done to cleanse them from death, and set them apart to Himself and His indestructible life, have entered God’s rest. There's a rest that comes from the hand of God, that He serves you with, by providing Himself a lamb, and doing a work to sanctify you from the death sin was serving you with. As you walk in the good work of God, you will find His work serving you with rest. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Heb. 4:11 - says labor to enter God's rest. The word labor talks about doing a work. God's rest is found in what He’s done in Jesus to perfect your life from the corruption in the world, once for all time. If we do the work of considering what was done in Jesus. If we do the work of continuously looking unto the faith revealed in Jesus, the love of God will be perfected in our hearts. - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· Heb. 4:11 -  What is rest? Rest is to be immovable. It’s a state of being whereby you find stability. Rest is what happens to you when you find the kind of safety and security that’s immovable. It’s what happens when you’ve discovered a place of refuge; a place that is a strong tower; something that can be a shield and a buckler to you, and can never be shaken or removed, or breached. Rest is a state of eternal well being. 

Everyone is in a state of activity. Everyone is already laboring for something. Hebrews were already …. Affection … Labor is to exert yourself towards something because your affections are set there. It’s to endeavor yourself towards something. It’s to give diligence and careful attention to something. It speaks of doing something; to put effort towards a thing, on account of some passion at work in you. Paul says, in his letter to the Galatians, do not grow weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

I know all that sounds so bad, but look at it like sitting at the feet of Jesus. Mary’s labor was to sit at the feet of Jesus. She endeavored to be at his feet. She was diligent in her pursuit of his feet. She put forth effort, and her effort was towards, ending up at the feet of Jesus. It wasn't self effort. Her effort wasn't born from her willpower. She was moved to sit at the feet of Jesus because her senses were exercised, and her passions were desirous of what’s in him. 

Everyone’s in pursuit of something; everyone has passions, even if they aren’t acutely aware of it. And our movements, or our labors; our deeds; our workings are towards whatever it is we esteem to be filled with lovely goodness/well being. You can't get around it, it’s a function of the nature of man. When God created mankind He set us in motion towards a state of sabbatical rest/eternal state of well being. 

The author of Hebrews says, seeing we are currently in a state of activity, or movement, where we are moving towards something. There's a movement; there’s a work that finds its conclusion in a state of rest. Let your movements; let your labor; let your affections. Let whatever it is you are doing be the labor that concludes itself in a state of being that is at rest. - This Is The Way 6/16/25

· Heb. 4:14-16 - When we are experiencing the infirmity that comes from being clothed in perishable flesh, and living in a world shadowed by death, what we find in God is a compassionate kindness that alleviates our suffering. There’s comfort for our affliction in the presence of God. There’s strength for us when we are beset with weakness, in the presence of God. 

Verse 16 says let us come boldly to the throne of grace so we can obtain mercy and find grace to help us in time of need. The time of need Hebrews 4 talks about is when we are being tempted. When we feel weakness; when we feel lack; when we encounter tribulation in the earth; when we feel that an injustice is being committed against us, that's the time of need, that's when we are in need of help from God; that’s when we are being tempted to try and perfect our lives from sin.

God doesn't leave us to come to Him by ourselves. He draws us to Himself. - Help 4/3/22

· Heb. 4:14-16 - There’s a lot you can say about the high priest, and the ministry of the high priest. The high priest is all about ministering help to you in your time of need. The high priest is ordained of the Father to bring you aid. The Father ordained the high priest to comfort you when you are afflicted; He wants to help you when you are beset by the weaknesses and infirmities that come from being clothed in perishable flesh. 

One of the primary aspects of the high priests ministry is to lead you to God. When we talk about being led to God, it's in the sense of being immersed in God’s presence. The high priest immerses you in the presence of God. The presence of God isn’t talking about proximity or location. God’s everywhere. He’s like Visa everywhere you want to be. The presence of God is characterized by His mercy. God's presence is full of mercy. The high priest immerses you in the presence of God by showing you God’s eyes are full of mercy. The high priest opens your eyes to the truth that God doesn’t despise you in your weaknesses, but is full of compassion when we’re beset with the weaknesses and infirmities of this flesh, that so easily entraps us.

Verse 15 says we do not have a high priest who can’t be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ….. The high priest isn’t far from us. He’s uniquely qualified to minister to the depth of our pain. Himself having been beset with the same weaknesses and infirmities we have. In order to qualify as high priest you would need to be intimately acquainted with the weaknesses and infirmities of the people you are representing. That’s why Hebrews says Jesus was made perfect through the things he suffered. He was made perfect as high priest through his sufferings because we were all suffering at the hands of sin and death. 

There’s no ability to immerse people in the mercy and presence of God, unless they can see their affliction in the face of the high priest. There has to be some form of identification for the thing to work. The people need to see the high priest identifies with them in their weaknesses and infirmities; and they need to be able to see themselves and their weaknesses and afflictions in the face of the high priest. You can’t follow someone you don’t believe is intimately acquainted with what hurts you. You can’t be led by someone unless you think they’ve been where you’ve been, and they’ve found strong consolation in the midst of that darkness. There’s a closeness, an intimacy, a drawing closer that occurs when you identify with someone else in your hurt. 

Jesus is the captain of our salvation. He himself came to the throne of grace in the days of his flesh; in his time of need on the cross. It’s through that Jesus is able to lead us into the presence of God. Through Jesus knowing the nature of the Father; that the Father is full of mercy, and the Fathers mercy will keep him from the judgments of the world; he is able to immerse us in the mercy of God; and thus immerse us in the presence of God. 

So who’s the high priest? Hebrews 4 says Jesus is the high priest. Who’s Jesus? Hebrews 1 & 4 says Jesus is the Son of God; the heir of all things; the one by whom the worlds were made. He’s the brightness of the Father’s glory. He’s the express image of His person, He upholds all things by the word of his power. Jesus is God. He’s the eternally begotten Son, the 2nd person of the trinity. 

Hebrews 2 says Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren. He is not ashamed to identify with us in our weaknesses. Why? Hebrews 2 says forasmuch as the children partook of flesh and blood (corrupted flesh) Jesus also took part in the same; so through him sharing with us in the weakness and infirmity of perishable flesh, he could immerse us in the mercy of God. 

If you want to be the God of a people. You already are God, and you want to be God to a people that don’t really know you. They can’t see you. They can’t comprehend you. They don’t know your love; your mercy; your grace …. If you want them to look to you; if you want them to be your people. You need to demonstrate to them that you sympathize with the feeling of their infirmities. And you also need to demonstrate you possess the ability to help them in their weaknesses. You can’t be God to a people if the people aren’t looking to you for help in their time of need. 

Side note from looking to God ….. You know God is much more concerned about you continuing to come to him; than if we are trapped in some sinful action … God does not expect you to be able to resist sin. He knows His mercy is the power for you to be set free. Psalm 103 says God knows the frailty of our frame. He remembers that we are dust. God knows His mercy is the power for your life to endure from everlasting to everlasting. When He sees you trapped in sin, what He’s after is you being continuously caught up in His mercy. He doesn’t judge you because you are caught in a fault. What he judges is He wants you to continuously come into His presence, through His mercy. 

The high priest opens your eyes so you can see God doesn’t despise you for your sin. He doesn’t despise you for the weakness and infirmity manifesting out of your flesh, but is full of compassion, Himself having been touched with the same feeling of infirmity that so easily entraps us. You see, the world tries to conform us to its image. It’s come to us through tribulation, and corruption. It pierces our hands; it pierces our feet. It nails us to a pole. It uses those things to take us from rest. Well God doesn’t despise you for what you’ve done in the midst of being afflicted by sin. God’s not ashamed to identify with you in your weakness and struggles. He’s partaken with us in flesh and blood. He’s been fully touched with the feeling of infirmity that causes us to sin. He himself had his hands and feet pierced. He himself was nailed to a cross. We worship a crucified God, That's how we are immersed in the presence of God; that's how you are immersed in His mercy. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgement 6/1/25

· Heb 4:14-16 - Its true God cannot suffer, but the eternal Son, took to Himself flesh and blood, so that in his flesh he can suffer just as mankind has suffered. Jesus had to experience the depth of the passions that are aroused in mortal flesh, through the fear of death. Christ was tempted in all points as we are. He felt the height; the width; the depth; and the breadth of the fear of death, yet without sin. Only a divine man can resist sin in the flesh. The only flesh that can resist the passion aroused by sin, through the fear of death, is the flesh of God. The divinity of the Word kept his flesh from sin, so that in his flesh being kept from sin, it would manifest the fulness of the divine revelation, shepherding those who dwell in flesh and blood to the Father. 

No one comes to the Father except through the Son. No one can see the Father except through the Son. The only way Jesus can bring us to glory, as Hebrews 2 says, is if he’s the express image and fullness of the Father’s essence. The Son cannot be the Father’s Word; he cannot be the Father’s wisdom, if He is not the fulness of the divine essence that resides in the Father. He cannot fully reveal the Father, nor teach what is in the Father, if he does not contain in Himself the fulness of the Father’s essence. This is why John so boldly says no one has seen the Father but the Son. No one can truly declare the Father. No one can reveal the fullness of the Father’s counsel, but the Son, because no one was in the light with the Father from all eternity. None of the patriarchs or prophets were light from light, true God from true God.

It’s not just the power to raise the dead that abides in Jesus. He’s the fullness of the divine revelation. He’s the Fathers Word. He’s the Fathers wisdom. He’s the strength the Father has in Himself to bring mankind to glory. The Fathers strength to teach is Jesus. So in the days of his flesh; in the weakness of his flesh; when he’s looking to the Father; he’s revealing the divine counsel to the children who partook of flesh and blood. It’s not a sign the Word isn’t divine; it’s not a sign the Son is impotent. What’s happening is the Son is looking to the one whom he’s eternally indwelling, and who is eternally indwelling him; knowing the authority he’s been given by the Father to take up his flesh, and at the same time leading us to the Father. We partook of flesh and blood. We were sown in corruption, and because of that Jesus also partook of flesh and blood. So that in Him being eternally in the Father’s bosom; eternally begotten of the Father; but now also in flesh and blood, calling us brethren, being fully touched with the feeling of our infirmities; tempted in every way we were; his humanity kept from sin by his divinity; looking to his union with the Father; looking to the divine essence he’s always shared with the Father, He is simultaneously revealing the Father’s will to minister His divinity to our humanity. leading us to the Father. The express image; the son who has neither beginning of days nor end of life; tore the veil; that is he brought us to the Father through the days of his flesh, showing us the reward the Father has in His hand for us isn’t punishment, it's His Son. He is the Father’s pen, authoring salvation, engraving on our hearts the goodness of the Father to make us partakers with Him in his divinity. - Did Jesus Need a Savior? 10/26/25

· Heb 4:16 - Crying out Abba is a continuous intimacy you are caught up in with the Father, and the life He has Himself. Crying out Abba is to look to the Father and the life you share with the Father, in your time of need. It’s to live in this world seeing the Father’s life is hid in you, and you are hid in the Father’s life. It is for you to fellowship with the Father, around the life He has in Himself, the same life that overcame the death of the cross, and glorified the flesh of Jesus, consuming every remnant of death and tribulation, until there was none left. - Dwelling in the Presence of the Father 7/9/23

· Heb. 4:16 - The letter to the Hebrews says by faith the patriarchs were animated by the grace of our Lord. By faith, not by rituals and carnal ordinances and washings. By faith. Why? Because it's by faith they were able to touch and handle and see God. It’s by faith their senses were animated with the invisible God. By faith Moses saw him who was invisible. Moses touched and handled and saw God who was invisible to the natural sight, and the way he was able to commune with the God, who is invisible to the natural sight is by faith. By faith Moses considered the reproaches of Christ greater than the riches of Egypt because Faith opened his eyes to be able to see the recompense of the reward that is of Christ. - Discerning God 6/8/25

· Heb 5:1 - The high priest was anointed by God to perform the things pertaining to His desire to dwell in the midst of mankind. That's what the temple was all about. God's desire to dwell in the midst of mankind. There was a ministry needed to accomplish God’s desire, and the ministry was depicted in the temple service performed by the high priest. 

The Highpriest would come through the entrance gate into the outer court. There were different ritualistic cleansings and sacrifices and clothings performed by the high priest before he was ultimately clothed and decorated in fine garments and jewels. Exodus 28:2 says the purpose of these garments was to beautify and glorify the high priest for when he stood in God’s presence. Once the sacrifices were performed and the high priest was anointed with the oil and blood from the sacrifices, the high priest went into the holy place and the holiest of holies into the presence of God, sprinkling blood on the mercy seat, that covered the ark of the covenant, that had the tablets of testimony; Aaron’s rod that budded; and a tithe of manna from the wilderness. The ark of the covenant represents Jesus. It’s the place from where God spoke to Moses. The high priest also sprinkled blood towards, (but not on) the veil, the altar of incense, and then the burnt offering. - The Temple Not Made With Hands 2/9/25

· Heb. 5:1-2 - The high priest was a minister of the things pertaining to God and what is in God's heart. They were ordained by God to minister His heart to the people. They would bring the people to God by showing them God is filled with compassion towards them when they are beset with sin. 

The idea is the high priest was filled with compassion for the people because they were compassed about with the same weakness, and affliction as the people. The high priest was intimately acquainted with what hurts the people, and that’s how they were able to make an offering that could help the people in their affliction.

Jesus was intimately acquainted with the suffering and the weakness that came upon mankind from sin. He tasted the same death and tribulation that was tormenting all people. He was beaten and bruised by the same death that was bruising us. He knows what it’s like to experience death and tribulation in his body and in his emotions. Jesus put on our body of death. He came in the likeness of sinful flesh. He put on the perishable flesh we were clothed in. Peter says Jesus was put to death in the flesh. Jesus felt all of the weakness and confusion that comes from the manifestation of death in the flesh. He felt the same fear pressing in on him, that all of mankind felt from death. He heard the same voices we all hear when we encounter the fruit of death. He sweat blood at the thought of the death of the cross.

Now listen, Hebrew 1 says Jesus is the express image of God. The apostle Paul says in Colossians 1 that Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the beginning of all creation. Jesus says in John’s gospel if you’ve seen him, you’ve seen the Father. God Himself is intimately acquainted with what hurts you. He is intimately acquainted with your pain and your suffering. He put on your skin suit and tasted death. God Himself felt the weakness and the fear that comes upon a person when they encounter the death and tribulation and corruption in the world. When we see God Himself, Almighty God; Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor sweat blood when He encountered what we face in this world. It says something to us. It tells us He knows. It tells us He is intimately acquainted with what hurts us, having Himself tasted everything that stands against our lives. It tells us God's heart is full of compassion for us when He finds us in our weakness.

It’s like a support group. God’s our support group. Why do people even go to a support group? What is it that brings them there? The reason you go to a support group when you need help is because you know you won’t be judged. You know you’ll find compassion at the support group because everyone there is intimately acquainted with the hurt you feel. You know no one will make you feel guilty or ashamed because they’ve been through the same thing you’ve been through, and they know the pain and the confusion and the hurt you’ve felt. You go to a support group because you know no one will despise you for your weakness because they’ve walked in your shoes. 

God Himself has walked in your shoes. He doesn’t despise you for your weakness. He doesn't despise you for the things you’ve done because of the fear of death. He doesn't despise you for wanting life. He doesn't despise you for trying to come down off the cross when the world was crucifying you. 

A lifeguard does not despise the person who is drowning for flailing around and trying to take them under. They understand the person is just fighting to live and not die. That’s really what’s going on when the works of the flesh manifest in our lives. The world is nailing us to a cross, and we are trying to lay hold of life ourselves by coming down off the cross.

God understands how you could come down off the cross. He understands why you could try to take up your own lives. He never created you to experience death. He knows you do not have the ability to resist death in the flesh. He knows He’s the only one who possesses the strength to resist sin and death in the flesh. So what He does is He draws us to Himself by showing us He’s full of compassion towards us when we are beset with sin. He shows us the nail marks in his hands and the puncture wound in his side, and He looks us in the eyes, and says to us, I know what you're going through, me too, look? And the compassion we see in His eyes draws us to Him so we can receive grace in our time of need. You’re not coming to someone for help unless you believe they are intimately acquainted with what hurts you.

In the past I despised myself for my weakness, and that's one of the things that kept me from coming to Him. I felt isolated and alone when I needed help the most. There's grace for us in identifying with God in our weakness. If we can see ourselves in the face of God, when we are beset with weakness, it will be as a sharp two edged sword discerning our hearts, telling us the weakness we are feeling is not a sign God is far from us. It's not a sign that our lives are being overcome. - Help 4/3/22

· Heb. 5:1-9 - Last week we looked at Christ’s resurrection, how he had the power to raise his flesh up from the grave. Not in a vacuum, but in unity of operation with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Whatever God does, all of God does. The Son raised his flesh from the dead, through the Father, in the Spirit. The question becomes if Jesus raised his own flesh up from the grave, why are there verses like the one in Hebrews 5 that say Jesus looked to the one who can save him. And the one in Luke where Jesus commits His spirit into the hands of the Father. 

The key to understanding these verses is contained in Psalm 45. Psalm 45 quoting the Father, says My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the King: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. Psalm 45 has also been interpreted as the Father saying my heart erupts with My good Word. John says Jesus came forth from the bosom of the Father. The Father brings forth His Word; He brings forth His Wisdom; the eternal Son; from His bosom, to be His pen, because He wants to engrave His counsel on our hearts. He wants to engrave the knowledge of His everlasting kindness on our hearts. 

This is about the Father engraving on our hearts the counsel of His goodness through His pen; his tongue; His Word; His Son, the express image and brightness of his person. This is about the Father shepherding us to Himself through the body he prepared for the eternal Son …. That's why Hebrews calls Jesus the author of eternal salvation. He authors eternal salvation for those who partook of flesh and blood, by engraving in our hearts the goodness of the Father to minister His divinity to our humanity. That’s the good matter the Father wants to indite. He wants to author eternal salvation in the earth. 

When the Father wants to author eternal salvation on the earth, when He wants to engrave in our hearts the divine mystery, He does not bring it about alone, but rather He fulfills it through His own Wisdom, that is through the Son, because the Son is the fulness of divine revelation. Divine revelation comes from the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit. The Father begets the Word, who expresses what resides in the Father, because the Word is the same essence as the Father. The Son reveals the Father’s will through his incarnation, cross, resurrection, and ascension. The Son is the primary agent of divine revelation. The Father is the object of revelation. And the Spirit is the means by which the Son operates. 

It can’t be just anyone who can reveal the divine counsel to mankind; it’s not just anyone who can engrave the Fathers counsel on the hearts of man. Hebrews says it had to be someone who was fully God, but also fully man. They would need to be fully man so they can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. And they would need to be fully God, so they can be kept from the passions aroused in the flesh through the fear of death. - Did Jesus Need a Savior? 10/26/25

· Heb. 5:7 - Jesus worked out his salvation through fear and trembling. He stood in awe of God’s goodness towards him, and looked to God’s hand in the day he needed grace and mercy, and was in need of being delivered from so a great a body of death as the cross. Psalm 16 speaking prophetically of Jesus says my flesh rests in hope. Jesus was made still on the cross because He saw the Father would not suffer him to see corruption, neither would he leave his soul in hell, and because of that, salvation from the death of the cross was worked out in him. 

It’s God's good pleasure for you to be saved from the lust that’s in the world because of corruption. It’s God's will that you bear much fruit; His fruit. It's God who works this out in you. Ephesians 2 says we are God’s workmanship. It is the good work of God that creates us in the image of Christ Jesus. It is the good work of God that forms within us the fruit of the Spirit. It is the good work of God that delivers us and keeps us safe from death and the works of the flesh.

We see God's workmanship in the resurrected glorified man Jesus, and we see the way He brings forth His fruit in us, is through the faith that was revealed in Jesus. Jesus is the substance of what we desire to see in our lives. Just as we were saved from death by looking to the faith that was authored by Jesus, the way we will see that salvation worked out in our lives in the here and now is by continuing to look to Jesus, the one who has authored our faith, and the one who perfects His faith in us. The way we will see salvation worked out in our lives in the here and now is to continue to behold what God has done to perfect us from the death in the world, and serve us with His life, through Jesus. - Be Fruitful & Multiply 2/19/23

· Heb 5:7 - The sufferings of Jesus isn’t only that he felt angst or discomfort on the cross. If that’s all we think of the sufferings of Christ, what will happen is our hearts will exalt the power of sin to cause pain above the power of faith to produce the life of God in us. The sufferings of Jesus is talking about the faith that was in his heart as he was suffering, and desiring life.

The author of Hebrews says when Jesus was suffering on the cross he looked to the one who could save him. Jesus saw the Father has life in Himself, and he saw the power to see the Father’s life manifest in him, was found in the Father, not in the kingdoms of this world, or the strength that can be seen in a man. Jesus didn’t want the kingdoms of the world, because he saw the kingdoms of the world could not give him the kingdom of God. Jesus didn't call down 12 legions of angels. He did not live by the power of the sword because he saw the power to inherit the kingdom of God wasn't contained in the strength that man can yield with their own hands. If Jesus would have believed the kingdom of God was contained in the kingdoms of this world, he would have never gone to the cross. If Jesus believed the power to inherit the kingdom of God was found in the strength that can be seen in a man, he would never have gone to the cross. Jesus’ life was built on the foundation that the power to see the kingdom of God manifest in him bodily was of God, and not the strength that can be seen in the world.

Satan promised Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, and Jesus considered them as dung. Jesus humbled himself under the hand of the Father. He feared, meaning the glory he shared with the father from the beginning was lifted up in his heart, as it is written, for the joy set before him, he despised the shame of the cross. Jesus suffered through the shame the cross tried to put on him, meaning he counted it as no shame at all. He counted the power of the treasures in the world as dung towards the end of being clothed with life. Jesus, just as the first Adam before the fall was naked, and not shamed, even on the cross. For what shame is there in not having that which the world calls strength, when you see all the strength the world can muster up, with all its beauty, is as dung. What shame is there in being found naked by the world, when you see the glory you shared with the Father from the beginning, and you see Him with you, even in you, working that same glory in your mortal body, right now, even as you are dying. Jesus’ faith was in the power of God, not the strength of the flesh. Jesus saw the power to partake of life was in/of God, not whether or not he saw strength or weakness manifesting in his life. - The Sufferings of Christ 11/26/23

· Heb. 5:7 - speaking of Jesus says in the days of his flesh. Whose flesh is it? The Son of God’s flesh; who has always been with God, and has always been God. That's why it says in the days of his flesh. There’s a time when he wasn't in the likeness of sinful flesh. His existence predates his flesh because he’s the self existent one. Hebrews is telling us the one who is before all things; who created all things, the one who is the express image and brightness of the Fathers person, is THE SAME one, it’s not a different one, it’s this same one, who took human flesh to himself. He took human flesh to himself without a change occurring to his nature. Even though He’s born a man, he continues to be the divine essence. It’s just that now he’s a divine man. In order for Jesus to be the author of eternal salvation, he must first be divine, and then partake of flesh and blood without his nature changing. You need to be both fully God and fully man to be a high priest after the order of Melchisedec. That's why Hebrews says though he was a Son, meaning he was always divine. Divinity is what he always was, so he had to partake of flesh and blood, and in his flesh suffer, the same way the children suffered, to be made perfect as the author of salvation. 

When Hebrews 5:7 talks about Jesus offering up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared, does this mean Jesus needed a savior like we do? Certainly Not. His incarnation is salvation personified. The name Jesus means Savior. The context of Hebrews 5:7 isn't that Jesus himself needed a savior. He can't be the author of salvation if he himself needs a savior. The author of Hebrews wants us to see Jesus is truly human; that His suffering wasn't a mirage or merely symbolic. His prayers and sufferings are meant to demonstrate the depth of his humanity. Jesus, in his flesh, suffered. He felt the same weight of the fear of death in his flesh and in his soul, that we all feel. So that in him entering the depth of our despair, but also being the fulness of divine revelation; he can engrave the love of the Father, on the hearts of all those who will allow him. - Did Jesus Need a Savior? 10/26/25

· Heb. 5:12-6:3 - I want to look at the doctrine contained in the law. It’s important in the maturation of a believer to understand the message contained in the law. A baby must first be fed milk to help them mature before they can move on to strong meat. If we don’t know what the law was teaching. If we are unskilled in the message that's contained in the law, it can be difficult to live our lives in this world by the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified. 

The people in the letter to the Hebrews weren’t looking to the faith that was revealed in Jesus. They got caught up in trying to perfect their lives from the sin and death in the world because they didn’t understand the law properly. If you think the law preaches a different message than is preached through Jesus. It will be a struggle for your heart to go to rest in the work of God. It will leave your heart with a contradiction if you think God was saying something different through the law than He is through Jesus. It will rob you of the stability that comes from the God who is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow. 

The first principles of the oracles of God is talking about the law given to Moses. The Oracles of God are his prophetic utterances. It’s the unveiling of His eternal purpose in Christ Jesus. It’s the unveiling of Alpha and Omega. Oracles=utterance of God=logion.

The apostle Paul calls the law the oracles of God in Romans 3. The law is the beginning of the doctrine that is Christ. It’s the first principles of the word of God. The law introduced us to the lamb God would provide to cleanse us from sin and death. It introduced us to the work God would perform through His Christ to reconcile the world back to Himself. That’s what the temple service in the earthly tabernacle was all about. It was an introduction to what God would do to create an earth wherein there is no darkness or death, and create mankind in the likeness of what we see in the glorified Jesus.

The apostle Paul talking about the law in his letter to the Galatians says the law is a shadow of good things to come in Christ. He says before faith came in Jesus we were kept under the law, and the purpose was for us to be shut up unto the faith that would later be revealed in Jesus. You know years ago I always read that as if it said the law shut us out of the faith. But, shut up unto the faith doesn't mean shut out from the faith. It means to enclose something on all sides. It means to shut two things up together, like locking them in a room together.

The law was like a Tudor and Governor to us, while we were babes in need of milk, introducing us to the faith that would later be revealed in Christ. The law was a schoolmaster to us, bringing us to Christ. The way it brings us to Christ is by laying the foundation from where we would lay aside the weight of perfecting ourselves from the sin and death in the world, and instead look to the work God would perform. The law showed us trusting in our works for life was causing death to reign over us, and it showed us that God would provide a lamb to take away the death sin was serving us with.

You might say doesn't Galatians say the law is not of faith? If you look at the context there what Paul is saying is performing the works of the law to be justified is not of faith. The Galatians thought justification was found in performing the works of the law. If you think you can be justified by performing the works of the law, that is opposed to the faith. Here’s the thing, the law never said justification was found in performing the works of the law. Romans 9 says that Israel sought after the law of righteousness but did not attain to the law of righteousness. Now why didn’t they attain to the righteousness the law spoke of? Paul says it’s because they sought it by performing the works of the law and not by faith. The law pointed to faith towards God. - Got Milk 4/10/22

· Heb 5:12-6:6 - milk and meat, etc. First principles of the oracles of God=the law given by Moses, which is the beginning of the teaching that produces repentance from dead works and faith towards God in the hearts of people. Romans 3 calls the law given to Israel the oracles of God. 

These Hebrews were still reading Moses with a veil over their hearts. They were ignorant concerning the word Moses gave through the law. They thought it spoke of the works which they must do to be sanctified from sin instead of seeing the words of the law were prophesying of the lamb God would provide, and the work God would do through His lamb, to perfect them once for all time from the death sin brought into the earth.

They didn't understand David saying to God my eyes have been opened, the power to be cleansed from sin and death is not found in these animal sacrifices and rituals, but the power is in the lamb you will provide. As the apostle Paul says in Romans 10:3 For Israel being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.

Israel saw the law spoke of a righteousness that could cleanse them from sin and death. But they didn't see the righteousness the law spoke of was the good thing God would do to cleanse mankind from the death sin was serving them. And because of that they were all the time trying to be set apart from death and set apart unto life by the works which they could do to perform the rituals, and cleansings, and sacrifices in the old covenant.

These Hebrews still had not digested the milk of the law. They had not grasped the doctrine contained in the first principles of the oracles of God. When they should have been feeding on the meat that is the work God performed through Jesus. They were still in need of being taught what the law was all about. Which is why the author of Hebrews goes through all the things in the law, the temple, the high priest, the rituals, and cleansings, and baptisms, and demonstrates how they all spoke of the righteous thing God would do by the power of His Christ.

The word principle means beginning. Therefore, leaving the beginning of the doctrine of Christ. The beginning of the doctrine of Christ is the first principles of the oracles of God mentioned in chapter 5. The author of Hebrews is equating the law given by Moses with the beginnings of the doctrine of Christ.

The author of Hebrews is saying .... Listen guys, the works in the law. The rituals, the sacrifices, the cleansings, the observance of days and weeks and moons were all pointing to the doctrine that would be revealed in Christ. All those things were pointing to the lamb God would provide, and the work God would do to set us apart from death and set us apart unto Himself and His indestructible life once for all time. 

Now that we see the substance of what those things in the law were trying to teach us perfected in Christ, let us see the power for our hearts to be circumcised from looking to the strength contained in our flesh, and filled with faith towards God is contained in the faith that was revealed in Jesus. Let us look unto the lamb God provided to lay hold of the rest God promised us. Let us look unto the faith that was revealed in Jesus as the power to attain to the resurrection of the dead, and overcome eternal death. As the apostle Peter would say let us go on because we have a more sure word of prophecy now that the Christ the law prophesied of is come. 

Moving on to perfection speaks of completeness. 

It speaks of something that was begun, being filled out or finished or made complete. It's like with a house you can lay the foundation, but the point of the foundation is not the slab. The slab is just the beginning of the house. When the house is complete you won’t be looking at the slab you’ll be looking at the house.

If you look at my shadow you have the beginning of Greg. You can have an idea of my frame, how tall I am, some idea of my shape. But when you can see me standing right in front of you, then that which is perfect is come, and you will look at me and not my shadow.

Perfection refers to being put to rest on account of seeing God has cleansed you from the death that tormented you, once for all time through Jesus. As Hebrews 4 says there remains a promised rest for the people of God.

Should we encounter death and tribulation in the world ..... If we have moments of weakness on account of the mortality in our flesh, and we are in need of help. Let us not see hard times as a sign we are still in need of being cleansed from sin. Let us not busy ourselves with the works of the law, thinking that's the power to be set apart from sin. But, let us see the grace we need is found in Jesus, and feed on the meat that is the gospel. 

And this will we do because it is God's will. Listen we aren't moving on from performing the works of the law and the observance of days and weeks and moons of our own accord. We are moving on because that’s the desire of God's heart. 

God's plan was never about animal sacrifices and the performing of rituals. As Hebrews 10 says the sacrifices and offerings that were prescribed in the law was never the point, seeing they could never take away the wages of sin. God found fault with the old covenant because it could never purge our conscience from the death in the world and the fear and bondage death produces. It could never cause us to enter God’s rest. The plan that was always in God's heart was to prepare a body for Jesus, that we could be sanctified from death once for all time through the offering of the body of Jesus.

Now remember the context here is moving on from the rituals contained in the law, and how we know that is the good and the right way. 

The author of Hebrews just said let us move on from looking to the beginning principles in the law that pointed to Christ, and let us look unto Christ Himself. The reason we will move on is because the power to be put to rest, and to find our hearts filled with faith towards God is contained in the faith that was revealed in Jesus. 

What these verses are saying is should a person reject the sacrifice of Jesus. It's impossible for the sacrifices and rituals in the law, or any other sacrifice for that matter, to form within them a heart filled with faith towards God.

The power to purge a person's conscience from looking to their own works for life, and fill them with faith towards God is found in what God has done in Jesus to cleanse us from death. Should a person willfully reject what God has done in Christ, there remains nothing else that has the power to put their flesh to rest and form within them a heart filled with faith towards God.

It’s like with the account of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke’s gospel. The rich guy asks Abraham if he can send Lazarus back to his brothers to testify to them so they can repent. And Abraham says they have Moses and the prophets. And the guy says but if one comes back from the dead they will believe. And Abraham says if they wouldn’t listen to Moses and the prophets, then neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead to testify to them.

If the blood of Christ himself, the lamb that all the old covenant rituals spoke of, is manifested in our midst, and has taken away the death that was reigning over the world, bringing to light the promise of immortality, and a person willfully rejects the Spirit of grace, considering themselves dead to Christ crucified, trampling underfoot the blood of the covenant with which they were sanctified from death, preferring their own works over the work of God. If the promised lamb is come, and the Holy Spirit is poured out on all flesh, and a person hears of the righteous thing God has done to give them the kingdom as a gift, and that isn't able to form within them a heart filled with faith towards God. Then certainly, the blood of bulls and goats, and the works contained in the law, will never be able to cause that person to turn away from looking to their own works and walk in the good work of God. So let’s go on from that. - Moving On To Perfection 1/17/21

· Heb 5:14. - This isn’t the same thing as living by the knowledge of good and evil. This is not saying that we are now able to find life by the knowledge of good and evil. Its also not saying we will discern what people around us are doing and decide whether it is right or not. 

It’s saying those who are skilled in the word of God's righteousness towards them are able to discern that it's evil to look to the strength contained in their own hand to be sanctified from sin, and it's good to look to God's lamb to be sanctified from sin. - Understanding the Knowledge of Good of Evil 6/28/20

· Heb 5:14 - But strong meat belongs to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

The law is the milk. It was never about performing thou shalts and thou shalt nots. It was meant to exercise our senses. It was meant to be like a two edged sword dividing asunder that which is carnal from that which is spiritual. It was meant to discern both good and evil for us. It was supposed to show us it was evil to pick up the weight of trying to perfect our lives from the sin and death in the world. Evil meaning it was near unto cursing. Picking up the weight of trying to perfect ourselves from the sin and death in the world, produced a life that was perishing. It could only ever serve you with death, and produce a life of sweating from the brow. It could never perfect your life from the spots and blemishes of death. The law was supposed to show us it is good to look unto God to pick up our lives. It's good to see it's God's good pleasure to take up your life because that will serve you with God's indestructible life, and the rest that comes from His life. 

You might say is discerning good and evil the same thing as living by the knowledge of good and evil? Discerning good and evil isn't eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. What it is, is its’ being able to discern between the two trees. It's the discerning of spirits. It's to be able to discern the Spirit of God from the spirit of the antichrist. It’s being able to discern the wisdom that is from above and the wisdom that is from below. It’s being able to discern the Lord’s body. It’s being able to discern that the power to be cleansed from death is contained in the body and blood of Jesus, and not in the strength of the flesh. 

You will never find me trying to build myself a house. I will only ever always look to someone else’s strength to build me a house. The reason is that I have discerned that if I want the house to be able to stand and have things like water and electricity, then I cannot look to my own strength …. My senses have been exercised to see the good way; the way where I will have a roof over my head and running water, is to look to someone else’s strength. And my senses have been exercised to see the evil way, is the way where I will try and build the house myself, and because I looked to my own ability, I’m like the two little piggies whose house was blown down by the big bad wolf.

The law was like a setup man. If you were to see the message contained in the law clearly, the end result is you would look unto Jesus, and not the strength that is in your hand or the strength that is in the world. You see what happens is, when you are able to digest the milk of the law, you become skilled in the word of righteousness. It has a subconscious effect where your eye is set on the faith that was revealed in Jesus. You see that the power of God to form His life within you is contained in the faith that came in Jesus, and not your own working to perfect your life or perfect this world. 

Much of what ails the body of Christ, and keeps them from walking in the full measure of the stature of Sonship, is on account of not understanding the doctrine contained in the law. If you haven't digested the milk yet, it will be a struggle to reach full age in this world. You’ll end up being slothful with the word of truth, you’ll be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, being a forgetful hearer, forgetting what type of a man you are, falling prey to the temptation that is common to man. You will struggle to grow in the stature of Sonship, where you never really enter the rest that's contained in the work of God, but are all your days sweating from the brow trying to perfect yourself and this world from sin and death.

But as the author of Hebrews says, I say these things to you because I am persuaded of better things for you. - Got Milk 4/10/22

· Heb. 5:14 - Ultimately, our senses are exercised so we can discern what is strong meat. Jesus says in John 6:27 labor not for the meat that perishes, but labor for the meat that endures unto everlasting life. Strong meat is the meat that endures unto eternal life. Our senses are exercised so we can discern the meat that endures unto everlasting life. When we buy meat from a store. Our senses are exercised to know the difference between meat that is good and meat that is rancid. Our sight and our sense of smell can detect rancid meat, and that tells us don’t eat that meat it's going bad. The exercising of the senses is to perceive the meat that is perishing from the meat that endures unto life everlasting. In the wilderness Jesus saw if he turned the stones into bread it might feed him for a day but it would not endure unto life everlasting. His senses were exercised to discern strong meat from the meat that is perishing.

When babies are born they need milk before they can digest solid foods. The milk exercises their digestion, until they are strong enough to be able to handle solid food. In the same way we can't eat the strong meat until our senses are exercised to discern the meat that endures unto eternal life, from the meat that perishes. Just as a baby needs to be conditioned to be able to eat solid food. Our senses must be conditioned to partake of strong meat. Our senses need to be conditioned to perceive what they are yearning for. They need to be conditioned to know what is strong meat and what isn’t strong meat. You can’t partake of strong meat unless your senses are first exercised to perceive what the strong meat actually is, and the market place where it’s found. You can’t get strong meat in Babylon. Jesus says buy of me gold tried in the fire. Isaiah 55 says, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, and he that has no money; come, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend money for that which is not bread? And your labor for that which does not satisfy? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. - Dawning of the Day Star 2/25/24

· Heb. 6:1 - therefore, leaving the beginning of the doctrine of Christ. Remember, that’s talking about the law. Therefore, leaving behind the law Moses received, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith towards God. Ok, that tells us the message the law was trying to deliver to us. The law laid the foundation of repentance from dead works, and faith towards God. Repentance from dead works, and faith towards God is the doctrine the law is teaching.

Foundation: Mounce’s says a foundation laid in elementary instruction, a foundation of a superstructure of faith, doctrine, or hope, a foundation laid in the commencement of the preaching of the Gospel, Strongs says … something put down, that is, a substruction (of a building, etc.), (literally or figuratively): - foundation. Thayers says 1) laid down as a foundation, the foundation (of a building, wall, city). 2) metaphorically the foundations, beginnings, first principles. 2a) of institution or system of truth

Christ is the foundation. The law is the beginning of the foundation that is Christ.  The law was laying the foundation from where we could find ourselves turning away from trusting in our own works for life, and instead trust in the work of God. The doctrine contained in the law was supposed to bring forth meekness in us. It was given to lay the foundation from where we would find ourselves, thinking nothing of our own ability to perfect our lives and this world from sin and death, and thinking everything of God's ability. That’s why Jesus says his doctrine was full of meekness and light and easy. That’s why Jesus says to the rich young ruler, there is one who is good, the Father. When Jesus read the law it laid the foundation for the Father’s strength to be lifted up in His heart instead of his own strength. - Got Milk 4/10/22

· Heb. 6:1-3 - We don't have statutes and judgments, we have Jesus. Jesus is our relationship selfie with God. Hebrews 6 tells us the statutes and judgments in the law were an introduction to the doctrine that would later be revealed in Christ. Jesus is the rock the water flowed from. His cross is the wood that made the bitter water sweet. He’s the manna from heaven. He’s the lamb that caused death to pass over the Hebrews in Egypt …. Our life with God does not consist of observing statutes and judgments, or days or moons, or feasts. Our lives consist of looking to Jesus the author and perfecter of faith.

There’s a word; that will keep you from leaving your first love. There’s a faith that will keep you from presenting your body to another god. There's a faith that will keep your hands clean; that will keep you from fornicating with the world and the strength in your hand. There's a faith that will keep you from going a whoring after other gods. There's a faith that will keep you in the love of God. Where the newness never wears off. 

The faith revealed in Jesus continuously reminds us of the love of God. We see Jesus, and we see the work of God. We see Jesus. We consider Jesus, and we see God providing Himself as the lamb. We see Jesus and we see God with us emptying Himself to serve us with life. We see Jesus, and we see God bringing forth our lives out of the grave. We see Jesus, and we see God overcoming death in the flesh. We see Jesus, and we see God pouring out His life to deliver us from the corruption in the world. We see Jesus shedding His blood. Pouring Himself out for us, delivering our lives from being held by this world, and that keeps us from forgetting our first love. Looking unto the faith revealed in Jesus keeps us from offering up our bodies to this world and its wisdom. It keeps our hands clean. It keeps us from looking to our own hands to try and be exalted unto life. Looking unto the faith revealed in Jesus satisfies us with long life. It makes us single eyed. It keeps us mindful of the faithfulness of God.

Hearing the faith revealed in Jesus is like date night with God. It serves as a continuous reminder to us of God's love and faithfulness towards our lives. It fosters intimacy with God by keeping His work and His life always before our eyes. The faith revealed in Jesus is like unto a love letter, that serves as a continuous reminder of our first love …. - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· Heb. 6:1-3 - these verses tell us the law is the beginning of the doctrine of Christ. The high priest and all the temple service were an introduction to the temple service to be performed by Christ. God wants somewhere to dwell. He’s looking for His dream home. He wants a habitation, someplace to call home. So God is wanting to build a house; He’s wanting to build a temple not with cement or natural stones; but a building that is living stones. And He’s not wanting to dwell as a squatter, or a renter. He’s looking for a habitation He can dwell in, and uphold by the power of His life. - The Temple Not Made With Hands 2/9/25

· Heb. 6:12 – Proverbs will always lead you to the grace of God because that is the wisdom it is talking about
Slothfulness – Proverbs 15:19 – thorns and briars is what you get by believing in the law, they are shut in by their wrong belief and can’t see the path to God. Slothful comes from the word nothas, it means illegitimate, born from a concubine /// he desires that they be diligent so they would not be an Ishmael.
Galatians 3:29 – 
It’s by belief that you inherit the promise…not something you do. Gave example of giving. If you think God owes you then, you are believing in your works.
Patience is not turning away from the grace of God because you don’t see everything happen right away. Don’t go yank up the seed. Just say it’s the grace of God and we should not be moved with that. Say we don’t care what it looks like, we believe God has cleaned us in every way. Purpose to stay on that path. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 12
· Heb.6:13-18 - A covenant is a promise. It's the declaration of an oath. It's God testifying to man. Covenant is God promising something to man that He is taking upon Himself to make happen. 

When God could swear by nothing greater, He swore by Himself. When God could give no greater assurance, that He will bring about the eternal life He promised from the beginning, He swore by Himself. There’s nothing God can promise you that’s greater than Him promising you Himself. When God thought of what can give His promise force, He thought nothing carries more weight than me shedding my own blood. When God could swear by nothing greater, He swore by Himself that He will be the God we need. He offered His body on the cross to obtain eternal redemption for us. God shed His blood to be a testimony of His will. The blood of the new covenant testifies of God's desire to be our God. His blood says to us “You need salvation from death. You need peace, and love, and joy. You need to be set apart from sin and set apart unto eternal life. Promising, I promise you. I am your shield and your buckler. I am your exceedingly great reward. I have shed my own blood to deliver you from the pangs of death. 

The New Covenant is God testifying to the world, His will is to deliver us from the pangs of death, and His blood testifies He has done it.

What’s the difference between the old and the new covenant? Why did the new come, and why is the law of Moses called the old covenant. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 6:13-20 - When God promised to make Abraham the Father of many nations, because he saw there was nothing greater that can overcome the deadness of Abraham’s flesh, than the life He has in Himself. What God did was swear by Himself. example of Abraham … fire and light ….. Jesus is the life God has in Himself. John calls Jesus the light of the Father.

God doesn't just promise us His life. He swears by His life. The resurrection is God swearing to us by His life. The reason you swear is to give an assurance. It’s to put a person's mind to rest … God wanted to put our minds to rest so He swore by Himself. He swore by the life He has in Himself. There’s nothing that can give you a greater assurance that your life is being cared for than eternal life. There's no greater assurance of safety and security; of your life flourishing and bearing much fruit; than eternal life. In the day God wants to give us life, since there is nothing that can give us a greater assurance of having life, than Himself, He promised Himself … 

If we look at Abraham, it wasn’t really until he saw that God will provide Himself a lamb and that God has the kind of life that can even raise the dead, that he saw the immutability of God's promise. - The Promise of His Life 11/12/23

· Heb. 6:17 - that is what Paul is referring to in Hebrews 7:20. The problem with most ministries is it’s filled with people who are trying to find their worth and value in their ministry. They are building their own tower of Babel. That is not what ministry is about.
You’ll do so much for God when you realize you can’t do anything for God, He’s done it all for you. You will start relaxing. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 17
· Heb. 7:3 - Jesus is without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life. Jesus is the Son of God because he is of the same being and essence as the Father. We say our children are chips off the old block. Meaning they are exactly like us. They are the same substance as us; The same nature as us. They are the same type of being as us. The same species if you will. Jesus is the same species as the Father. They are by nature the same type of being. John tells us the generation; the bringing forth; the sending of “The Son” is not according to a mere natural conception like our children, where our kids did not exist prior to their conception, but only came into being when they were conceived. - The Crucified God. His Broken Body For You 8/25

· Heb. 7:16 -  “Endless means indestructible”. 

The position of high priest is for a very specific purpose. It requires certain qualifications and a certain skill set. The job description of the high priest requires they be able to minister the things pertaining to God’s desire. Well God desires mercy, and out of His desire for mercy, He desires to bring forth a creation that's perfected from sin and death. Jesus is made high priest, not by the law of a carnal commandment, because a carnal commandment could never administer the desire in God’s heart for mercy. Jesus was made high priest because he is able to minister an indestructible life to His people, and creation. Not just indestructible in the sense that if it encounters death, it cannot be corrupted, but that the administration of this life is such that it seeks out and consumes every remnant of death and corruption and sin to the point where it can no longer be seen in creation.

God’s desire was for His people, and His creation to come under the administration of His indestructible life. He wanted His indestructible life, to be the rock, that is the foundation of all creation. Paul says it this way in his letter to the Colossians …. Jesus was the firstborn from the dead, that he might be all in all. Meaning the indestructible life he has in himself would be that which permeates all of creation. That in all things he might have the preeminence: that he be the chief of everything that exists, and that creation be made conformable to the life that was manifested in the body of his resurrection and ascension. So there be a creation where only righteousness dwells, on account of everything in that creation having been born from the incorruptible life that is in Christ/seed - The Firstborn of a New Creation 6/5/22

· Heb 8:6 - It's better in as much as the substance is better than the shadow. The new covenant is better in the sense that having received the Holy Spirit is more excellent than observing a day that points to receiving the Holy Spirit. It's better in the sense that it's better to see my wife in the flesh and hold her close to me, than to look at a picture of her in my phone. 

The blood of bulls and goats could never cleanse us from death. The blood of bulls and goats could never deliver our conscience from the death that's in the world. The blood of bulls and goats could never put our flesh to rest. It didn't matter how many sacrifices were made. They could only point to the bringing in of something better. But this man Jesus, called a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek, having shed his blood once for all time, sat down at the right hand of the Father. He has perfected us from death once for all time by offering his body on the altar of our sin, that is the cross. His blood has cleansed our conscience from the body of death; the body of sin. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 8:7-9 - Hebrews says God found fault with the law. God didn’t find fault with the law because it was contrary to the promise of life. The reason He found fault with the law is because the works of the law could never heal mankind from death. 

God looked at the law and He said it's a nice life when you aren’t stealing and killing. But, I can't see how those things will be able to heal my people from the wound of death. Thou shalt’s and thou shalt nots can never declare the death of death to them. So while those things may be good they are powerless to perfect man's conscience from the fear of death. 

So God sent Jesus to do what the law couldn’t do. He sent Jesus to heal mankind from the wound of death. He sent Jesus in the likeness of sinful flesh to take our death into his body so that when God raised him from the dead free from sin never to be able to be touched by death again, mankind could be healed from the wound of death, and our conscience could be cleansed from the death it was stained with. 

Cleansing our conscience is about removing fear. - Healed From Death 4/12/20

· Heb. 8:7-9 - God found fault with the old covenant. He didn't think the old covenant was against His promise. He found fault with it because it could never bring the promise to light. The old covenant could never remove sin from the flesh. It could never cleanse our conscience from death. God saw it could never cause our hearts to go to rest in His love for us. He saw the only way we could see He is the Father we need is if He can overcome death in the flesh, and pour out the Spirit of Truth, and that Spirit can dwell in our hearts, and persuade us that He Himself, has given His body up to be broken for us. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 8: 7-10 – Man didn’t know how to trust God before Jesus because they didn’t have His law in their hearts.
God desires more than anything to be your God. That means He has to serve you. We see man struggling from the beginning with this in Adam and Eve. They thought they needed to clothe themselves. God then clothed them to persuade them that He will be their God and that they can trust Him and they can rest and they are safe.
The law He puts in our hearts has to produce rest and cause us to relax. - The Law God Puts On Our Hearts
· Heb. 8:7-12 - When the author of Hebrews says God will put His laws into our minds, and write them in our hearts, they are drawing a contrast with something from the book of Deuteronomy, which happens to be called the book of the law, or the words of the law, or the sayings of the law. And they are showing how the thing God was desiring back in the old covenant is realized through Jesus.

God wants to serve people with His life. He’s looking far and He’s looking wide for people who will let Him serve them with His life. As Jesus says in the book of Acts it is more blessed to give than to receive. God's busy wanting to give all of Himself to people, free from what they can do for him.

If we look at the Hebrews, God saw the Hebrews when they were in bondage to pharaoh and His heart was filled with love for them. He saw the hard labor they were burdened with by the hand of pharaoh. He sat with a desire to be their God. He wanted to care for them. He saw they were in need of salvation and life, and He wanted to be their God, so they could live as a people whose lives were fathered by His hand. If we put new covenant language to it, He wanted the Hebrews to be able to live as little children, not needing to take thought for their own lives.

So He says the way I can be their God, and the way they will be able to live as my people, enjoying the fruit of my labors, is if I can teach them that I am their sufficiency for life. If I can show them the strength in my life, and the mercy in my hand, then they will live all their days knowing their provision for life is contained in the works of my hands and not the works of their own hands, and death won’t be able to come near them, and they shall never perish from off the land.

You see there needed to be a circumcision of these Hebrew hearts. They came from a world; they came from a life where their own works, and the strength in their own hand, was their food for life. And they needed to be able to discern the strength in God’s hand. 

In order to be God or to be called the God of a people, you must meet certain qualifications ….. You must be able to take the care of the people’s lives completely onto yourself, free from the works of the people, and what they can do for you. To the degree that if the people are in need of faith, you come and do a work to provide them with the faith they need. You must be intimately acquainted with the people, with their thoughts, with their feelings, with their hurts, and their weaknesses, and desires. If you want to qualify as God you need to be intimately acquainted with what is needed for the people to have life. You must possess the ability to serve the people what is needed for them to be filled with peace and love and joy. And you must be able to do that free from their works.

Mankind is the kind of people who need to be persuaded God is with them to be the God they need. It’s like an interview process that goes on in the hearts of people.

Our hearts are conducting an interview process. Our hearts are examining God to see if He can be our God. Our hearts are looking over God’s qualifications to see if He possesses the ability to give our lives the kind of care we need. We’ll struggle to give ourselves over into God's arms, and commit the care of our lives into His hands, unless we can be persuaded He has the ability that is needed to be our God.

God knows this about the human heart. He is the one who created our hearts. He is happy to apply to our hearts to fill the position of our God. He is gentle and He is meek and He enjoys the process of convincing us that He is more than qualified for the position of God in our lives. It's not grievous for Him to win your heart over. 

Human beings were made for a specific kind of life, so we require a specific kind of care. We found ourselves in the place where we were perishing. We were living in a world where death is reigning, and death is reigning over us. Our hearts were filled with fear because of the death that surrounded us, and that left us in captivity to hard labor, just as the Hebrews were in bondage to the Egyptians. We were in need of a life that could overcome death in our flesh, and raise us up a body that is completely free from death, never to be able to be corrupted by sin again. 

God wants more than anything to be your God. You can easily say He ever lives to care for you and to serve you with His life. God sees that He has within Himself a life that can provide us with the peace and the love and the joy our hearts desire. He sees these people, My people, they are needing to be cleansed from the death that found an opportunity to manifest in their flesh because of sin. They are needing the accusation of the evil one to be cast out; they are needing their hearts to be filled with faith towards me. They are needing to see I can only be good to them so they will come to me. I will provide myself a lamb to take away the death sin is punishing them with, and they will see the thoughts in my heart towards them is to reward them with an indestructible life and they will see that I am with them to be their God … they will see that I will care for their lives exceedingly abundantly above all that they ask or think, and they will cast their cares upon me and commit the caring of their life into my hands and my grace. 

God is wanting to Father His life in you. God is wanting you to see Him as the one who will Father your life because He’s wanting you to be able to live as little children. So what He does is He comes and shows you the thought He’s taken to care for your life in Jesus. He knows if your heart can be persuaded the work needed for you to be sanctified from death is finished by the power of His lamb. He knows if you can be persuaded that He has clothed upon you with the life of His lamb then your hearts will be circumcised from looking to the strength in your own hands, and the strength in the world for life. 

The laws God puts in our minds and writes in our hearts isn't thou shalts and thou shalt nots. The word laws means teaching and instruction. And what is it that God is wanting to teach us? Hebrews 8 tells us that the teaching and instruction of God is about God persuading us that He is our God. The teaching and instruction of God is about God revealing Himself to us as Father, as the one who will Father His life in us free from our works, so we can live as little children. I mean Jesus says unless you become as little children you shall not partake in the kingdom of heaven. The laws God puts in our minds, and writes in our hearts is all about God showing mankind the thought He has taken to care for our lives so we are able to live as little children, no longer living with the cares that come along with a life that is perishable; no longer living with the burdens that come along with trying to suck peace and love and joy out of this world, and a life that is corruptible. 

It’s the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus that God puts in our minds and writes in our hearts. He writes in our hearts that He is with us to condemn the death that is condemning us, and to clothe us in the body of His life. God put the words of what He’s done in Christ in our minds and in our hearts by pouring out the Holy Spirit. I mean the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth, and Jesus says the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth because the Spirit guides you into everything that Jesus revealed about the goodness in God's heart to serve sinners with His life.

If we interpret Hebrews 8 properly, God is saying I will write on their hearts the teaching and instruction that will cause them to see me as their God. I will put in their minds the words of My Work to set them apart from death unto life. I will write on their hearts the words of the lamb I provided to cleanse them from death. And the words of the lamb I provided to sanctify them from death will be as a two edged sword. Discerning the thoughts and intents of their hearts. Circumcising from their hearts their own works and putting their flesh to rest.

God writes the words of what He’s done to sanctify you from death on your hearts because your life is precious to Him. He doesn't want you to have to sow your own strength to try and reap the fruit of His life. He wants you to be able to reap peace and love and joy where He sowed His strength. God is desiring for your life to be born from His work and not your own works. He’s wanting for you to be able to live as little children, where your conscience has been purged from the death that’s in the world, and you aren’t living carrying the burdens that come from caring for a life that is perishable. God is desiring for you to know Him as Father, so you are able to live as little children. - The Handwriting of God 10/17/21

· Heb. 8:8 - says God found fault with that way; He found fault with the old covenant because it could never fill people's hearts with His work. He saw the only way to fill people’s hearts with His work was from the inside out. 

God sees we need help in our unbelief. He manifests Himself and His life in the body of Jesus’ resurrection to put His work on display in our midst. He wants you to see the strength in His hand is greater than the weakness you see in your flesh and in the world around you. 

God has a fast in mind for us. One where we are no longer filling our bellies with our own strength because we are delighting ourselves in His work. 

The resurrection is all about God setting His work in your midst so you can begin to feed on the strength in His life. He does a work to manifest His life in your midst so He can prepare a table for you to eat from, and the table prepared by His work is filled with the nutrients of faith. 

The work of God to overcome death in the flesh is full of faith for us. It feeds us with faith by making manifest the goodness in God's heart towards us and our lives. The strength; the power to be full of faith is found in what God has done in Christ to overcome death in the flesh. 

You don’t need to try and have faith. All you do is live your life in this world continuously beholding and fellowshipping around the work of God. - Help For Unbelief 8/15/21

· Heb. 8:8-12 - He is referencing Jeremiah 31. This book was written to Hebrews who believe in Jesus but don’t know how to apply him to our lives. - Forgiveness: The Power of The Gospel
· Heb. 8:8-12 – this is the covenant, I will put my law in their hearts, /// he is trying to produce a result that we will trust him, the reason why grace produces this result is because it persuades our hearts that our value is not defined by our ability to follow outward ordinances. It influences our heart to be able to believe unto the truth by removing the lie from our heart. 
You can’t work up trust. It is something that He persuades you to do. The burden of proof is on Him. 
You can’t work up trust. It is something that someone else persuades you to do. The burden of proof is on them. But if you never give them a chance, then you don’t give them an opportunity to persuade you one way or another. The same goes for God. He desires more than anything to be your God and for you to trust Him. 

Torah in Hebrew, picture by picture says behold the man who hung on the cross.
God has instructed us about everything in the life of Jesus. He puts those events into our minds so that we will be persuaded to trust Him.
Man has had a perverted view of God’s opinion of us. 
Jesus was able to trust God perfectly because He knew what God thought about Him. He believed the Father adored Him, the reason He never came down from the cross is He trusted God to be His God. He knew how valuable His life was to the Father. - The Law God Puts On Our Hearts
· Heb. 8:10 - The law of God is Christ. The word law in the book of Hebrews is Torrah. Torrah means teaching and instruction. God will put his teaching and instruction in our hearts. That’s what it means that he will put his law in our hearts. We immediately think this is saying God will tell us what to do. 
There is a qualification and purpose when it talks about the law. The Bible tells us that the law God puts in our hearts has to be perfect and has to be able to restore your soul. 
If I tell you your purpose is to run a race and I will put shoes on your feet but then someone comes with paper to put on your feet, you will know it does not meet the qualifications. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Heb. 8:10 - says for this is the covenant that I will make with the house of israel after those days, says the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.

Explain GOD to a people

In order to be God to a people there are certain requirements you must meet. You know it's like when you are applying for a job. The job may require certain qualifications to be able to perform the job.

Likewise in order to be God to a people there are certain qualifications you have to meet. You must be able to see what it is the people are needing for their lives to be established; you must have it within yourself to provide them with the life they are needing; and you must be able to provide them with everything that is needed for life and Godlikeness, free from their works. If their works are needed for you to establish their lives then you cannot say you are their God. 
(Whether we know it or not we are putting God through an interview process).

Hebrews 8 talks of God providing the lamb that was needed to take away the sin of the world. God saw we were in need of being saved from death and the fear of death. He manifested Himself in our midst to serve us with the salvation we needed so in us seeing He was with us to be our God, we could live knowing we are His people.

To be God’s people; that is to know yourself as God’s people means to see you are not needing to father your own life. You are not in need of fathering peace and love and joy in yourself because God is with you to Father His life in you, free from your works.

In the same way John says God didn’t send Jesus into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world from the condemnation of death they were already standing in. God did not raise up judges to condemn people. He raised up judges to deliver the people from the condemnation they were already standing in. - I Will Be Their God & They Will Be My People 11/22/20

· Heb. 8:10 - God says I will write my laws on their hearts and in their minds, and I will be to them a God and they shall be to me a people.

I know the thought I’ve taken to care for their life … I will write on their hearts the thought I’ve taken to care for their life. I will persuade them there’s no stone I’ve left unturned in caring for their life; that I’ve even removed the tombstone from the grave. So they can see I am their Father, and they are able to be as little children. 

God made Himself manifest, and He made the thought He’s taken to care for your life manifest, in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. He manifested Himself to you so He can fill your hearts and your minds with the thought He’s taken to care for your life, and your conscience can be purged from death and your innocence be restored, and you be made as little children again. 

Even Jesus had to become as a little child to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Well you might be thinking when did Jesus become as a little child? Jesus became as a little child on the cross. The Father made Jesus as a little child by revealing to Jesus the thought He took to care for his life. - Becoming As Little Children 8/22/21

· Heb. 8:10 - The new heart and the new spirit Ezekiel talks about is akin to the law that came out of Zion. That’s why God says in Hebrews 8:10 I will write my law on their hearts and in their minds. The law that came out of Zion, that God writes on our hearts, is that God is not the author of the death that was destroying us. As Jerred so beautifully said, we know God is not the author of the death that was destroying us because when He came into the earth in Jesus, he suffered the same death we were suffering at the hands of sin. The law that came out of Zion is God provided Himself a lamb. He submitted Himself unto our sin. He humbled Himself unto our death. He made Himself vulnerable to us. He allowed Himself to be stripped naked. He absorbed our death into Himself, so He could overcome the death in our flesh, and give us the coat of His indestructible life. The law that came out of Zion says the gift God has in His hand to give is a life that superabounds over sin and death. This is the new heart, this is the new Spirit God says He will give us, the truth that manifested in Jesus, and is contained in the Holy Spirit. This sanctifies God's name in our hearts by revealing He is the lover of our lives, not the destroyer of our lives. In this revelation is the grace to cry out Abba.

For many years I thought the new heart and new spirit was only a mystical thing, where I said my physical heart and my physical spirit had to be replaced because I was just despicable and rotten to the core of my being. I thought I’m ugly to God and He must give me a new heart so I can be beautiful to Him. I thought it was all about just saying I had a new heart. I didn’t know the power was in seeing what the new heart was.

The new heart and the new spirit is about the image of God being sanctified in the hearts of mankind. That’s why the scripture says God sprinkled clean water upon us. He washed our bodies with the pure water of the word that was made flesh in Jesus. Meaning God cleansed our hearts from our idols. He put our flesh to rest. He cleansed our hearts from a life of working to try and gather peace and love and joy to ourselves. That’s why the letter to the Hebrews says God sprinkles our hearts from an evil conscience. He cleansed us from a conscience that was carrying the burden of caring for our own lives. He cleansed our conscience from the sting of death. He did that by providing Himself a lamb to perfect us from the death in the world.

We had a stony heart. We had the spirit of fear that was keeping us from being put to rest. Our hearts were hardened to God’s love for us, and that kept us from being able to walk in God’s statutes and judgments. A stony heart is akin to the carnal mind. It’s enmity against God. It's a heart that is in opposition to God's own heart. Where God's heart is filled with love, a stony heart will see something in God to be afraid of. A person with a stony heart is in bondage to trying to gather life to themselves because they cannot comprehend the goodness of God to serve them with life. Adam had a stony heart after he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He couldn't comprehend the love in God's heart for His life, His mind was filled with the body of death he was clothed in, and because of that he was taken captive to trying to clothe himself with God's life.

The new heart is God giving us a true heart of faith; that's the heart of flesh Ezekiel talks about; the heart that is kindred to God’s own heart; a heart filled with the faith of God. God gave us His heart, that we might see the only gift He has to give us is eternal life, and we call upon His name. As Romans 1 says God's righteousness towards mankind is revealed from faith to faith. - A Heart After God’s Own Heart 5/22/22

· Heb. 8:10 - The author of Hebrews is referencing Jerimiah 31:31-34. To quote Ezekiel 36 God's purpose for writing on our hearts is to bring something forth in us where we walk in His statutes and judgments. Walking in the statutes and judgments of God means to have one God the Lord your God, and not look to the works of your own hands to be exalted unto life. It’s to allow God to be your God, where He’s your provision for life, and you live as His people. The New Testament equivalent of this is to call upon the name of the Lord. It’s for your heart to be led to the place where you see God is your Father, and you cry out Abba. 

We’ve gotten so mechanical in our rendering of the scriptures. We’ve become so technically minded in our doctrines that we lose sight of the relational aspect of what verses like this are really saying. Our doctrines are only so good as they reveal something about God, and our lives with God, and they draw us into intimacy with God. 

When Hebrews says God will write His law on our hearts, it’s about relational intimacy. The kind of intimacy there is between a little child and their father. Particularly where the child sees the source of their life is in the Father, and they live always beholding their life, and everything they need for life in the Father.

God writing His law on our hearts is about a Father desiring for His children to come to Him, so He can serve them with His life. It’s about a Father longing to give His children the care they need; and Him drawing them home to Himself, so they can be nurtured by His life. It’s like with the prodigal son who wasted his inheritance. All the Father wanted was His son to come home, so His son could partake in the life He provides for him. 

God writes His law on our hearts to catch us up into fellowship with Him, where we are communing with Him as Father. Where we see Him as the source of our life, and the source of our strength and justice and peace and love and joy. It’s about God restoring our innocence, making us as little children, showing us the thought He’s taken to care for our lives, so we are drawn to Him when we need rest and comfort, instead of thinking the rest and comfort we need is hidden in the world.

God wants more than anything to be your God. He wants more than anything to be the Father you need. He ever lives to care for your life. He ever lives to nurture you unto life, and comfort you from the afflictions of the world. He wants nothing more than for you to be able to experience His love and His peace and His joy and His patience. He wants nothing more than for you to walk in His good work, so you can walk in this world with a heart filled with abundance, and be animated by His strength and His rest. - Dwelling in the Presence of the Father 7/9/23

· Heb 8:10 - Laws, all the things Hebrews just outlined, which were the beginning of the doctrine of Christ, meant to put on display in the midst of the people, the love of God ….. Not saying God will write thou shalt and thou shalt nots … it’s not even talking about handwriting like we think of writing something down. This is talking about God giving us the Holy Spirit … I will give them a new heart, even a new spirit …. The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth … just like Paul says all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are contained in Christ. Within the Holy Spirit is the truth that was revealed in Christ crucified. That Holy Spirit is like a continuous date night within our hearts, containing the faith of the Son of God; all the time exalting the faith of Jesus in our sight; Christ crucified; contradicting the contradiction; purging our conscience from that which tells us God doesn’t love us … comparing spiritual to spiritual. Ministering the love that is of Christ to us. - The Demonstration of the Spirit and of Power 8/11/24

· Heb. 8:12 – God will no longer remember our sin. God doesn’t remember our sins, but we do. We call it humility. We call the person who confesses God sees them as clean as arrogant. 
Pride is a view and opinion that contradicts what God says about you. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 13
· Heb 8:13 - says In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

When you say something is new you are making the first old, meaning the first is being purged from your conscience or being pushed out of your conscience by the new. It's being cleansed from your thoughts on account of being replaced with something new.

In that we say a new year, and a new creation the first is being made old in our hearts. In that we say a new man we make the first man Adam old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

Ringing in the new year is about looking to the new man who is created by the righteous deed of God, so we forget the former things; the body of sin and the body of death that was created by the strength of man. And we be filled daily with the life that saturates the new creation. Meaning we receive nutrients from the head, that is Christ, and spend our days walking in the newness of life, instead of the oldness of death. 

As the apostle Paul says in Romans 6 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.(be taken captive by sin through the body of death). 

Fresh start … if anyone is desiring a fresh start. That freshness you're thinking of is found in God and what He’s done to make a new creation.

When we think of the New Year and you say Happy New Year. Let us think of God's resolve to create us in the image of what is seen in Christ Jesus. Let us think of the New Creation God has brought forth, is bringing forth, and shall bring forth. Let us see God has resolved Himself in Christ to do the work that was needed for all things to be made new. Let us no longer think of the old creation, wherein there is the shadow of darkness and death. Let us be resolved to reckon the old man dead and passed away. Let us think of the new man God brought forth out of the ground when he raised Jesus out of the grave, never to be able to be touched by sin again. So our steps are saturated with the life that is found in Christ. - God’s Resolution 1/9/22

· Heb. 8:13 - New doesn't mean different. It's not called the new covenant because the promise is different. The apostle Paul says in Galatians the old covenant wasn’t contrary to the promise of God. It didn’t disannul the promise made to Abraham because it spoke of the same promise. Paul speaking of the old covenant in Ephesians calls it the covenant of promise. God’s been reaffirming the same promise through the covenants given to the Fathers and the prophets since the beginning. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 9:1-10 - Chapter 9 of the letter to the Hebrews talks about the earthly tabernacle and the veil. What it says is, the veil was there hiding God's face because the Holy Spirit was signifying that the way into the holiest place was not yet made manifest. 

The Holy Ghost was making it evident that God found fault with mankind laboring to cloth themselves with the blessing of life. The reason God found fault with it is because it left us naked, dead in their sin, with a conscience stained with the body of death, and a heart filled with fear. The veil in the temple hid God's face because the Holy Spirit was signifying that the way mankind thought was unto life could never bring them to God that they might inherit His life. The law works wrath by revealing God's face is hidden from the belief that we can be decorated with the fruit of His life by the works of our hands.

Ok … so God has a reward in His hand to gift us. He is wanting us to come to Him so He can reward us with the gift of eternal life He has in His hand to give. But, we weren't coming to him; we were like Adam in the garden; cowering away from Him in fear unto destruction. Not seeing God's good pleasure is to cloth us with life, and thinking we had to clothe ourselves with life to come to Him.

God saw our minds were filled with the deadness we saw in our flesh. He saw our conscience was stained with sin and death. He saw we were living by the sweat of our brow, as if the way unto life was through the strength of the flesh. He saw we were fornicating with the works of our hands trying to be fruitful in His life, and that was causing our intimacy to be with death instead of Him and His eternal life.

God is jealous over us with a godly jealousy. He could never be happy with us worshiping the works of our hands. The reason that could never make Him happy is because it left us barren and unfruitful in His life. His face could never shine upon that which was killing us. He could never bless our union to death. He could never speak well of us dying. It was an abomination to Him for us to be dying. So In His wrath; in His passionate reach towards us; in His zeal for us to have His life and have it more abundantly, He hid His face for a moment. He hid His face to signify to us that we could never bear the fruit of His life by fornicating with the works of our hands. He hid His face for a moment to reveal that way is serving us with death. He hid His face behind the veil in the temple for a moment to reveal the law of sin and death to us; to teach us that lusting after His life and the fruit of His life through the strength of the flesh was serving us with death. He did this to gather us to Himself so He could serve us with His life. He did this so our faith would be towards Him and not our own works. 

Example of a daughter bringing a serial killer home to her father wanting his blessing on their marriage … Father may hide his face but it's not him turning his back on his daughter it’s actually Him standing as the advocate of His daughter. His face being hidden is the father stretching forth his hand towards the daughter; it’s his passionate reach to save her from destruction.

The law worked wrath. The wrath of God was revealed from heaven through the giving of the law. The law gave us knowledge of transgression. It showed us we were barren because of our intimacy with our own works. Just as God’s face was hidden from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The law showed us God’s face was hidden from the belief that man can be clothed upon with life by the works of their hands. 
Paul wasn't ashamed of the gospel. He wasn't ashamed to say justification is found in Christ and him alone. The reason is because God revealed the law of sin and death to him from heaven, through the law. That’s how the law works wrath. - God’s Passionate Reach To Serve Mankind With His Life 2/20/22

· Heb. 9:10 – the time of reformation, the gospel time, those washings were only until the gospel time, let us move on from that. - The Assurance of Faith
· Heb. 9:12-14 - The ashes of the heifer is talking about the red heifer mentioned in numbers 19. If you touched a corpse you were considered to be defiled with death. The ashes of the red heifer were for the sanctification and purification of the person who touched the corpse. The ashes of the red heifer were for the purifying of the flesh from death. The uncleanness was that you were defiled by death.

The author of Hebrews goes on to say how much more shall the blood of Jesus purge your conscience from dead works … dead works is working to try and perfect your life from sin and death. The blood of Jesus is meant to purge your conscience from your own working to try and be sanctified from the corruption you see in yourself, and in the world around you. The blood of Jesus cleanses your conscience from the uncleanness of the flesh. So the cleansing of the conscience is for the conscience of a person to be cleansed from the death they see in their body and in the world around them, and that causes a person to enter the rest God provided. They are no longer a debtor to the flesh, trying to perfect themselves from the death that it’s in the world, on account of seeing God provided Himself a lamb to perfect them from sin and death, once for all time.

This is redemption. We are ransomed from our employment to the flesh. We are recovered from the state where we were put to work by the flesh.

Now when we encounter the tribulation and the death and the corruption in the earth … we see God with us having perfected our lives from death in the flesh and death in the earth … that cleanses our conscience from dead works; it cleanses our conscience from trying to perfect ourselves from death. And now we are no longer debtors to flesh. We no longer live according to what we see in ourselves. In the day we see corruption in our lives we no longer take our cue from the death we see. Our marching orders don’t come from our flesh lusting after life. We live by faith and not by sight. We look unto the faith authored through Jesus. Within the faith that is of Jesus, is the power that perfects our lives from death ….. when we see tribulation or death … what are we wanting? We’re wanting to be cleansed from death … we’re wanting our lives to be perfected from death. And we see the substance of what we’re longing for in the faith that is of Jesus Christ. - Redemption Song 5/5/24

· Heb. 9:14 - As the letter to the Hebrews says God wanted to cleanse our conscience; he wanted to provide a lamb that could purge our conscience from the death/distress in the world. He wanted our fear to be before Him. He wanted our hearts to revere Him and the life He has in Himself.

What He did is He put the death that was lifted up in our sight next to His life in the body of Jesus’ death and resurrection. He conducted an experiment in our midst using the flesh of Jesus. A body He prepared for Jesus, to put the death in the world and the life He has in Himself on display. Jesus took the full weight of death into himself on the cross so we can see what is greater, the death that's in the world or God's life. Yes Jesus is the Son of man but He is also the very life of God. In John's gospel Jesus says I AM the resurrection and the life. And in another place Jesus says the Father has given that I have life in myself. 

God came and disrespected death in our midst when Jesus stood up out of the grave having consumed death to the uttermost, being free from sin, free from death, never to be able to be touched by weakness again. He did this so the distress in the earth could be disesteemed in our hearts, and our imaginations be captivated with His life, and we stand in awe of Him and the life He has in Himself. And by that delivering us from evil. 

If you look at the life of Abraham it testifies of this same thing. We talk so much about what Abraham did as if the account of Abraham is about His faithfulness. You might say wait a minute Greg doesn't the scripture talk about being blessed with faithful Abraham? Yes, and the word faithful there doesn't speak of Abraham's faithfulness towards God, it speaks of Abraham’s heart esteeming God's faithfulness towards him. Meaning Abraham stood in awe of God’s ability to make dead flesh alive. He stood in awe of the lamb God would provide. He stood in awe of God's ability to overcome the deadness in his body and the deadness in Sarah’s womb.

I use Abe a lot as an example because the scriptures say he is the father of the faith ……There was a time in Abe’s life when his fear was in the weakness he saw in himself. The deadness he saw in his body was lifted up in his sight as if it could keep him from life. He was standing in awe of the death he saw. That’s why he said to God what shall you give me, seeing I have no heir; that’s why he laid with Hagar to produce a Son. His steps were ordered by the deadness he saw.

Well God desired for Abe’s fear to be before Him. He wanted His life to be lifted up in Abe's heart. So God revealed Himself to Abraham in Genesis 17 as the Almighty God. He revealed Himself as the one who possesses the power to raise the dead, and to heal the flesh from death. God came to Abe and revealed that He possesses within Himself a life that overcomes death in the flesh so Abe would stand in awe of Him and His life instead of the deadness. That’s why Paul says in Romans 4 that Abraham did not consider the deadness in his body or in Sarah's womb but he gave glory to God. Abe’s fear was not before the deadness in his body or in Sarah’s womb. His fear was before God. - You Deliver Us From Evil 1/23/22

· Heb. 9:15-17 - When a person dies in this world they have something called a will. The will is the testament of the person, and their wishes. It’s called their last will and testament because it’s not read or made of force until their death. The author of Hebrews describes the ushering in of the new covenant in the same way you would describe someone’s last will and testament. Just as a person's last will and testament is read upon their death. Jesus shedding His blood is the declaration of God’s will and testament. Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant. His death is a testimony to us. God who at sundry times and diverse manners spoke to us by the fathers and the prophets in times past, has spoken to us in these last days through the death of His Son Jesus. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 9:28 - The word restitution means restoration. Jesus was received in heaven until the time of the restoration of all things. Hebrews 9:28 speaking of Jesus says he offered himself once to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

The day of atonement or the day of our Lord is about alpha and omega establishing the reign of an indestructible life in the earth. It's the day the Sons of God come into the presence of the Lord … it’s the day you stand face to face with God, receiving the reward contained in the work you’ve done. Not the work you’ve done with your hands, but the work of Abraham. Jesus described the work of Abraham by saying Abraham saw my day and rejoiced. Abraham saw the day of Christ, the day where death would be eternally destroyed and he would be clothed in a body that was glorified with the immortality of God instead of the body of death that was built by sin, and he would inherit a heavenly country; an earth with no remnant of sin or death anywhere. Abraham saw the lamb God would provide to cause death to pass over him and he rejoiced in the lamb. The day of atonement is the day we stand before God, and receive the reward that comes from the faith that was revealed in Christ on the cross. Where the accuser of the brethren; the devourer that is; the snake who stands opposed to us turns into dust, and the scripture where God tells the serpent he will eat dust all the days of his life is fulfilled by God glorifying our bodies and the earth with His immortality, proving we are His children. - No More Death - Atonement For Sin 2/6/22

· Heb 10:1 - The law was a shadow of the promise to come. It prophesied of the work of the Father. Well we no longer look to the shadows in the old covenant to try and see the promise of the Father. We see the substance of the Father’s promise brought to light in Jesus. We don't look to the day of Pentecost as if the promise is not come. We see Jesus, and we see the Father has poured Himself out on all flesh. We see Jesus, and we see we have inherited the Father. We don’t busy ourselves trying to know God through the shadows because we have the substance. We’re not up in the temple as if that’s the place God calls home. We see the Father has made our bodies His home. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 10:1 - Hebrews 10 says the law was a shadow of the good things to come, but not the very image of the good that was to come. Hebrews 7:19 says the carnal ordinances of the law can’t make anything perfect. Paul says in Romans God did in Christ what the law couldn’t do. The avenger of blood talked about in the law was a shadow pointing to Jesus laying down his life for our life. The kinsman redeemer in the law restored their loved one by effecting a payment of a life for a life.

A life for a life means so much more than taking a life for the life that was taken. It’s less about the taking of a life, and more about the pouring out of a life. It’s through the pouring out of a life, the person murdered can be restored to life. And it isn't just any old life that can be poured out for the restoration of a person that's been murdered. I can't pour out my life and bring back any of my friends that were murdered. Paul says in Romans 9 he’d gladly lay down his life to save his jewish brethren, but him laying down his life has no power to redeem anyone. 

It is a specific life that needs to be poured to restore someone who’s been murdered back to life. The only one who has the kind of life that can be laid down; poured out, to restore someone to life, who’s been murdered is God. The good news is God is mankind's closest living relative. He is our kinsman. So the Father sent the eternal Son to be our kinsman redeemer, to avenge our blood, by restoring us to life. 

The psalmist and the author of Hebrews quote Jesus, through the spirit of the Son, saying the sacrifices and offerings prescribed by the law was never the point, but a body you have prepared for me. Lo I come in the volume of the book it is written of me, to do thy will, O God, to sanctify those who have been murdered by death. 

Jesus suffered the wages of our sin. He was put to death in the flesh. He was bruised for our iniquity. He shed his blood. He poured out his life for ours, but what he was doing there was avenging our blood. Father, Son, and Spirit were taking vengeance on our death; they were avenging our blood; they were rescuing us; delivering us; restoring us from our blood; working as our kinsman redeemer to restore us from death to their life. - The Avenger of Blood 2/2/25

· Heb. 10:1-4 -  God needed a body to judge against that false belief system, he needed a body to condemn, that is why Jesus said a body I will offer up my body so you can judge against this sin, sin is a noun not a verb, he was not judging against our actions but a belief system
We influence God. The story of the treasure in the field, when he saw us he said they are so beautiful that I will sell everything I have. 
Satan wants us to believe that God was mad at us so that we don’t believe in the redemption that was offered at the cross.
Jesus went Big at the cross, in context I’m talking about snowboarders having a saying to go big or go home. He did not go home. He emptied Himself at the cross.
What Satan did to Jesus was a picture of Satan trying to destroy the identity of man. Jesus can to redeem us from that destruction. He takes all the lashes and the crown of thorns, pulled out his beard, etc.
He did everything leading to the cross and the cross in order to glorify us. Jesus is the rep for mankind, so where He is seated so are we. Glorify me that I may glorify you. It glorifies the Father to seat us at His right hand. 
If Satan is angry at God he is going to try to steal some of God’s glory, by taking His image and likeness and marring it and accusations that the Father is dissatisfied with them. 
Jesus stepped into our shame to redeem us from it. The cross is the greatest level of shame anybody could endure. - Redemption
· Heb. 10:4 - The blood of bulls and goats can’t redeem us. It's been said only the blood of a perfect man can take away the sin of the world, and there's some truth to that. But then we define the perfect man as someone who never did anything wrong. As if the blood of a man who did everything right can destroy the power of death in the flesh. The blood of a mere man can’t redeem one person from death much less the entire creation. Even should we have a man who was born without any blemishes, and we took that man and kept him from ever being exposed to any corruption. You know like, see no evil; hear no evil; speak no evil. Even should the Virgin Mary who the scripture says was blameless and righteous. Even should her body have been broken and her blood shed, that could never cleanse anyone from the defilement of death. When Cain spilled the blood of righteous Abel it did not redeem anyone from the curse, but instead it brought a curse. The broken body of a mere man; the blood of a mere mortal has no power to cleanse mankind or creation from the defilement of death. The blood of a mere man/mortal has no power to deify anyone. It had to be the blood of God. It’s the precious blood of the Godman, Christ Jesus, that redeems us from the curse of death, turning the curse into a blessing through his blood. Only the blood of God Himself can sanctify to the deification of the flesh. Only the blood of a man, who is by nature immortal is sufficient for the forgiveness of sin. 

Yes Jesus is the perfect man, but he’s the perfect man because He’s God manifested in the flesh. At the moment of conception his humanity; his entire spirit soul and body, were dignified by his divinity. That's why the scripture says Jesus came in the Likeness of sinful flesh. The Father prepared a body for Jesus. He begat the Son, and sent the Spirit to fashion a body. The moment the Spirit and the Son fashioned a body in the virgin Mary’s womb, the flesh was deified because it’s the body of God. Whatever is assumed by God is God. This is why the scripture says God was manifested in the flesh. The perfect man is the archetype of man, the one who is the image of the invisible God. - The Crucified God. His Broken Body For You 8/25

· Heb. 10:5 -:This is referencing Jesus, and him coming to the conclusion God never wanted sacrifices and offerings from man, He wanted to provide a sacrifice for man. 

The sacrifices and offerings in the Old Testament were never about God desiring something from us. God never wanted anything from us. The old testament sacrifices were always about God desiring to provide Himself to the people, so we could be healed by His life. The Old Testament sacrifices was God prophesying that He will provide Himself a lamb. He will shed his own blood to redeem us from death. 

God was filled with compassion when He saw us being bruised by death. He wanted to care for our lives. He wanted to serve us with His life. He wanted us to know He is the Father we need. So what He did is He prepared a body for His word, so He can offer His body up to be broken, and through that remove the reign of death, and pour out of Himself His life. God provided Himself a lamb so there would be meat in His house for the people to eat. He prepared a table full of life for us to feast on, so we can be healed and refreshed by His life. He wanted to call forth a righteous offering out of us, where we see He provided us with Himself, by offering Himself as the lamb, and through that we know Him as the Father we need, and our hearts cry out Abba. - Dwelling in the Presence of the Father 7/9/23

· Heb. 10:5-7 - Jesus talking with the Father about what he saw in the law, says my eyes have been opened to what is written in the law. Sacrifices and offerings you never desired, but a body you have prepared for me. Lo, I come in the volume of the book it is written of me to do thy will O God.

Sacrifice and offering wasn’t what you’re after. You didn’t want the sacrifices and offerings of people. You were never thinking of what the people could give to you. The sacrifices and offerings were always about you providing yourself as the lamb. They were always about you preparing a body for me, that I could give my body to be broken for the world. It's mercy that was always on your mind. 

Sacrifice was never about us doing something for God, or us offering something to God. It was always about God desiring to visit the brokenhearted with His tender love. When God sees you beset by weakness, He isn’t thinking of you making an offering, or you making a vow to Him. He’s not thinking of the sacrifice you can make for Him. What he’s feeling for you is a deep compassion. A deep knowing of the pain and the hurt and the confusion that comes from the death that's in the world. What He’s feeling for you is a desire to give Himself for you, for His body to be broken, so His grace can be poured upon you, & you can be comforted in your time of need. 

The tithe is an offering. The point was never the offering you can make. The point was God's desire to give you Himself. The point is God's desire to provide Himself as the lamb that can heal your life. Jesus read the law, and saw it was about God preparing a body for him so God can offer His body to be broken for the suffering of the world. Jesus saw the tithe as God giving His body to be broken so there would be meat that can feed the world with an incorruptible life. That’s why Jesus says he is the true bread from heaven. That’s why Jesus says he is the bread of life. That’s why Jesus says in the temple, in the house of God, that his flesh is meat indeed. Malachi says bring ye the tithe to the storehouse, that there might be meat in my house for the people to eat? Jesus stood in the house of God telling the people his flesh was the meat that can feed them with life. Jesus is saying his body being broken for us is meat indeed. His broken body is the meat that can feed you with an indestructible life. His body being broken is the true manna from heaven. 

If you look at the manna in the Old Testament. It was a tithe. It was a tenth of the manna they gathered each day. An Omer of an ephah, which is a tenth. Numbers chapter 11 says the manna was beaten and bruised, before the Israelites would eat it. Jesus is the true manna that was beaten and bruised. The chastisement that serves us with peace, was upon Jesus on the cross. He gave his body to be broken, so in his body being broken, he could crush the head of the serpent that was biting us with death. Jesus’ body was broken at Golgotha, so he could be the true bread from heaven, that could serve us with life. - The Body of Christ 5/29/22

· Heb. 10:10 – sanctification is a once for all time event, yet we preach about working out our own salvation. - Effortless Fruit Bearing
· Heb. 10:19-22 - The high priest would pass through a bronze laver full of water. The idea was to be cleansed from the filthiness of the flesh. The filthiness of the flesh was death. The washing in the laver testified of you being cleansed from the body of death and thus your conscience was cleansed from the filthiness of the flesh or what Paul calls these vile bodies. An evil conscience is a conscience that’s filled with working to sanctify themselves from sin because they think there’s punishment in God's hand for them. 

There was a physical veil in the temple, but this is alluding to the veil in our hearts. Paul says know ye not that you are the temple of the living God. The conscience of mankind was stained with the body of death; it was stained with the body of corruption that came into existence through Adam. That body of death was a veil over our hearts. Remember we see with our hearts actually. That’s why you can have 2 people witness the same event and them recount it in completely different ways. 

The veil in our hearts was torn through the flesh of Jesus. Through his death and the body of his resurrection. This body of death you were always stressed out about, behold the life force running out of it by Jesus shedding his blood. We see the blood run out of Jesus and it purges our conscience from the body of death that was filling us with fear and shame, keeping us from coming to God for life. We see Jesus at the right hand of God. We see the only thing the Father has in His hand to give us when we come to Him is the reward of His life. That’s the assurance of faith. It’s the assurance the Father has life in His hand to give us, even should sin have uncovered our nakedness, and so we come to Him. That’s the new and living way; that's how Jesus consecrated a way for us to come to the Father. You see Jesus, you see his life, and you see that’s what God has in His hand to give you should you cry out to Him. That’s what it means that Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us. His endless life intercedes in our hearts drawing us to God by showing us His life is what’s waiting for us. It's like putting a carrot in front of someone. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· Heb. 10:19-22 - The high priest is ordained to lead people into the presence of the Father. What happens is when the high priest goes into the presence of the Father, the way into the presence of the Father is consecrated for the people. Not only would they see the way to the Father, but they would be drawn to the Father, having every stumbling block that was keeping them from coming to Him removed.

One of the requirements to be the high priest to a people is you must be like them. You need to have walked a mile in their shoes so to speak. The people need to see themselves in your face. The high priest needs to be intimately acquainted with the life the people are experiencing. To the degree the people the high priest represents can identify with what they see in them. Where they can look at you and say, me too. If the people were filled with weakness, you would need to also be filled with weakness. If the people were clothed in perishable flesh you would need to also be clothed in perishable flesh. 

Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh. He partook with us in a flesh corrupted with death. He was put to death in the flesh. He tasted our infirmities. And in that place he cried out to the Father to save him, as opposed to coming down off the cross to save himself. Jesus didn't think he could be saved from the body that was dying by coming down off the cross. He saw the power to be saved from the body of death was the Father, and the life the Father has in His hand, to give all those who cry out to him. 

Jesus was singled eyed. He saw through the confusion. He came to the throne of grace in his time of need because he saw there was a reward for him in the Father. He saw the mercy and grace and comfort He needed in the Father. He saw the Father there with him to give him the reward of life. And he declared the Father’s name in the midst of the world, when he cried out Abba on the cross. 

We see Jesus on the cross … we see a man just like us. We see his nakedness uncovered on the cross. We see him dead in sin. But Jesus wasn't ashamed of his nakedness. He wasn't filled with fear and shame. He had confidence in the presence of the Father. Why? He lived by the knowledge of God instead of the knowledge of good and evil. He knew he was blameless in the presence of the Father. He knew he wasn’t a reproach to the Father. He knew the Father doesn’t judge people after the flesh. He saw the reward he desired was in the Father’s hands. He saw the Father’s hand stretched forth towards Him to give him the comfort and the grace and the mercy he needed. He saw there was no darkness or shadow of turning in the Father. He saw there was no fear of punishment in the Father, and that caused him to come to the Father with boldness, when he needed life. 

This is the priesthood of Jesus. He makes a way for us to come to the throne of grace with boldness. He shows us the way into the holiest place, into the presence of the Father, is faith. He puts his faith; the faith that brought him to the cross, and kept him on the cross, on display, so that same faith can be born in us, and cause us to follow him to the Father. Jesus purges our conscience from the body of death, and that opens our eyes to the love of the Father. We see the Father is with us, in the midst of the valley of the shadow of death, having His hand stretched forth towards us, to satisfy us with His life. We see the Father is with us, to be the Father we need, giving our lives the care they need, and we bear about in our bodies the dying of Jesus. Our flesh is put to rest, we deny ourselves and take up our cross.

The cross is the way to the Father. Not the physical cross, or the physical suffering. It’s not suffering that's the way to the Father. It’s the faith revealed at the cross that is the way to partake with the Father in His life. We don’t take up a physical cross. 

So many times when we think of the cross we only think of the physical cross, and the physical death. Yes there was a physical cross and a physical death that had to occur. And thank God for giving us His Son so he could be lifted up on the pole, and we can be healed from the bite of the serpent. But we shouldn’t only think of the cross as the place of physical suffering. It’s the place we meet with the Father. It’s the place we partake of the mercy and the grace and the comfort of the Father. The cross is the way to the Father. It’s the midst of the garden of Eden. It’s the bronze altar from where you come into the holiest place; into the presence of the Father. It’s the place where you are naked but unashamed, and walking with God in the cool of the day. Hebrews says Jesus despised the shame of the cross. He was naked and unashamed just like the first Adam before he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

The cross is the place our conscience is washed clean from the body of death that filled us with fear and shame in the presence of the Father. The cross is the place our senses are exercised to discern the way unto life, and the way unto death. It’s the place where we see the world is a deadbeat dad, always promising us fruit; always promising to clothe us in life, but never able to perform what it promises. The cross is the place our hearts are circumcised from the corruptible life the world has fathered. It’s the place our intimacy with the corruptible life of the world is destroyed, and we are intimate with the Father of Lights in heaven and the life He has in Himself. The cross is the place of intimacy with the Father. It’s the place we are made to have a single eye. You can't have two fathers. You will love one and hate the other. You must first put off the world as the Father of your life before you can be intimate with the Father of Lights in heaven, and His life.

End … not something that only happens once… it’s a daily way of life; where we are acutely aware that we are shadowed with the Father and partaking with Him in His life, everywhere we are and everywhere we go …  - Hanging Out With The Father 1/14/24

· Heb. 10:19-22 - The Father prepared a body for Jesus, who in the days of his flesh, offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto the Father who was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared. Jesus brings us through the veil by putting on the body of sin, and in that place seeing the Father, crying out to him, and we see the reward God has to give, in the resurrected Jesus, thus purging our conscience from sin, from the body of death, despising the shame of what we see in ourselves; telling us God does not abhor us for our affliction; telling us His face isn't hid from us; that causes us to cry out abba; bringing us to the throne of grace so God can bring forth His life in us. This is how God brings makes a home in you …. Jesus performs the highpriestly service in you. You see him glorified at the right hand of the Father, and that despises the shame that tries to come against your heart. It purges your conscience from the body that has sin in it. You see the reward the Father has to give you is His glory not punishment, and that brings you to the Father. You see the right hand of the Father stretched forth towards you, to give you the reward of His life, not the punishment of death, so you cry out to him; you come to Him in your time of need, instead of taking on the weight of bringing forth your own life from the ashes. 

We overcome Satan by the blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony. We see the mercy seat. We see Jesus’ pierced hands. We see he shed his blood; that when God found us in our sin; in our blood; He didn't punish us; what He did is provide Himself a lamb to heal our flesh from death, and that causes us to overcome the accusation of the evil one. It tells us God is not abhorring us in our affliction; His face isn't hidden from us, and we cry out to Him; i.e come to Him. - The Temple Not Made With Hands 2/9/25

· Heb. 10:25 - The letter to the Hebrews talks about not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, exhorting one another to love. It's talking about the holy convocation Leviticus and Exodus and other places talk about. If Jesus is the substance of everything we hoped for through the law, then the thought of why should we continue to gather can come up. Just because Jesus is the substance of what we were hoping for through the law. Don’t stop gathering together. Only let your gatherings be in remembrance of the work of God, and His lamb, so you can be put to rest by the revelation of His love for you. - He Causes Me To Lie Down 11/28/21

· Heb. 10:26 & 29 – talked about how he used to read these verses thinking he was under the law, thinking is he sins after he’s saved that there is no more sacrifice for me and that he’s open to judgment
If you don’t believe your sins are imputed to you, he can’t do anything to you. 
If you plant the seed of sin and death in your heart, you will bring forth fruit unto death. Same the other way around. 
The devil and his demons try to mastermind about how they can get us to think that our sins are imputed to us.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin…David said this…looking ahead, he saw what that blessing was.
You are under the law of life in Jesus. It’s binding. You can’t go out without your seatbelt and tell a cop you aren’t under that law. If the devil tries to accuse you, just tell him hey I’m not under that law.
The blessing is not that we don’t sin and are blessed. The blessing is that even when we sin, they are not imputed to us.
Why would we need to be blessed on non-imputation if we didn’t sin? We need that blessing because we will sin sometimes.
We are logical. We think it’s too good to be true. That is what the gospel means, too good to be true. Say you’re right it’s almost too good to be true, that’s our God. 
God can’t just go about things willy nilly. God can’t just do whatever He wants. If He could, he would’ve just snapped his fingers and said sin be good. He has to be just and righteous when He does something. - The Blessing of Non-Imputation of Sin
· Heb. 10:29 – that person has despised the spirit of grace. - God’s Determined Purpose
· Heb. 10:36 - I need patience, not I need to be patient, it’s that I’m in need of patience being served to me; I need the strength to endure the contradictions in this world, all that’s found in the word of truth; the perfect law of liberty; faith of Jesus Christ, so let me remind you where the true riches are, so your gaze can be fixed there, and you can be filled with the nutrients of life. - The Grace To Run The Race 7/6/25
· Heb 11:1 - This verse is not saying your ability to believe is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen. Our belief did not frame the world or create all things. Neither is it your belief that holds all things together. The apostle Paul says it’s the Spirit of faith that created all things, and he said the Lord Jesus is the Spirit of Faith. 

Faith in this verse is talking about the doctrine of Christ the Hebrews were introduced to through the oracles GOD gave them by the hand of Moses, that was brought to perfection and completion in their midst, through the death and resurrection and ascension of Jesus.

Hebrews 12 talking about the faith in Hebrews 11 says looking unto Jesus the beginning and the end of faith. Jesus is the beginning and the end of the faith in Hebrews 11. If we combine the verse in Hebrews 11 & 12 it would read “Looking unto Jesus the beginning and the end of the faith that is the substance of things hoped for; the beginning and the end of the faith that is the evidence of things not yet seen. 

The things hoped for is something very specific. It's not well, I want a car and if I can now believe then my belief is the substance and the evidence I will now have a car. The things hoped for is talking about what the Hebrews wanted to see happen through the oracles GOD gave them by the hand of Moses. These Hebrews were looking at the law and were desiring certain things. They were desiring for sin to be removed from them. They were desiring to be cleansed from death and to be set apart to eternal life. 

Well the author of Hebrews is telling these Hebrews everything we were looking for from the law has been realized in Christ. We were wanting an incorruptible life. A life that isn’t subject to the world. We were wanting to be cleansed from the death that found an opportunity to manifest in our bodies by the sin of Adam. We were wanting a righteous life. We’re wanting GOD to be with us to be a Father to us, to justify us and defend us from the giant of death and the persecution in the world. 

Within the faith that was revealed in Jesus is the substance of everything we’ve ever desired for our lives. The life that manifested in Jesus by the power of the Father’s love for him contains everything we’ve ever desired for our lives. 

When it says faith is the evidence of things not seen. It's not well I want a car and even though I don’t see a car here, my belief that I will have one is the evidence it will come to pass. 

What this verse says is along the lines of 1st John saying as Jesus is now so are we in this world. Even though it's not yet seen what we shall be, we know that when we see Jesus coming in glorified human flesh that can never be touched by death again we will be the same as he is.

So how can we be sure we’ve inherited the promised life; how can we be sure we’ve been cleansed from death and raised unto a life that can never again be corrupted by sin or the world again. 

The faith we see in Jesus is the evidence. Looking to what we see in Jesus, we see the evidence we’ve been sanctified from the corruption and the death in the world once for all time. Looking to what we see in Jesus we see the evidence that now we possess an incorruptible life, even though we are still in this world that is shadowed by death. 

We see Jesus, and we see he is our high priest. We see his ministry is after the order of Melchizedek and he reigns by the power of an indestructible life. We see Jesus and we see he came in the likeness of sinful flesh and took our weakness into himself, so we could be cleansed from death and made partakers of the promised life in him.

Jesus walked by faith and not by sight. He didn't live in the world beholding himself or his life in the world or what was happening to him in the world. Jesus saw the substance of everything he desired for his life in the father. He looked to the Father and saw the life that was in the Father and he saw he was in the Father and the Father was in him and he saw that as the evidence he had everything he longed for.  

Walking by sight is to look to the world and its systems to see if you have what is needed for a righteous life. Walking by faith and not by sight means to live the life you have in the world all the time beholding the bite of the serpent nailed to the pole instead of looking at the corruption in the world thinking it's a stumbling block to having a righteous life. When we think of things like whether the righteous is reigning or not we don’t look to the world and world leaders for the evidence. We see Jesus and we see the evidence the Just One is reigning because he is seated at the right hand of God. 

Walking by faith is yes you are still in this world, but you no longer spend your days beholding yourself and your life in the world, you spend your days beholding yourself and your life in the face of Jesus. You see Jesus and you see yourself in his face and you see you are in the Father, and the Father is in you. You see Jesus and you see the corruption in the world cannot decay your life for your life is no longer made up of an earthy substance it’s made up of a heavenly substance. - Living By Faith 2/1/21

· Heb. 11:1 -  Again the faith being talked about here is not of ourselves. Your faith is not the substance of things hoped for. Hebrews 12 says Jesus is the beginning and the end of the faith that is the substance of what we hope for. 

The faith that was made flesh in the resurrection of Jesus is the substance of the life we always longed for. I see God has sowed His strength to build me a life, and within the life He has built me is the substance of everything I long for. The life I live now in the flesh I live by beholding the life God has built for me in the face of Jesus, and that dwells in my heart as the evidence that the life I see in Jesus is my life. And that is what it means to walk in the Spirit, - Walking With The Spirit 7/5/21

· Heb. 11:1 - The thing we’ve all hoped for is a perfect life. We all want a life that's perfected from the death and tribulation in the world. Within the faith of Jesus Christ is the substance of things hoped for. Within the faith of the Son of God is the strong meat. Jesus is the beginning and end of the faith that endures unto life everlasting. What I want to say is that the faith is the strong meat. And the way we feed on the strong meat is by looking unto the faith that was revealed in Jesus’ death and resurrection. We partake of the strong meat by sitting at the feet of Jesus, continuing to hear the faith; continuing to look into the perfect law of liberty; beholding our lives in Jesus, seated at the right hand of the Father, without spot and blemish. That's how we sit at the table the Father prepared for us, that’s how we partake of the strong meat. 

Something’s that happened because we haven’t seen Jesus isn’t only a man, but there’s also a faith, a wisdom revealed in him, which faith is the strong meat that endures unto life everlasting, is we haven’t structured our Christian life around beholding this faith. We haven’t structured our Christian life around talking about this faith; singing spiritual hymns to one another around this faith; praying with the Father, Son, and Spirit about this faith; enquiring of this faith.

A magnificent thing happens as you see there’s a faith revealed in Jesus; you start to enquire into that faith … you start to sit at the feet of Jesus to hear the faith … your imagination becomes filled with the faith; your heart starts to encourage you in the Lord; you start living the life you have in the flesh by the faith of the Son of God … this faith is the door … Jesus says he is the door … the faith that’s of him is the door … that’s the knocking of the door Jesus talks about in Matthew 7. It’s the opening up of all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. It’s the seeking and the finding of everything that pertains to life and godliness. 

The way you buy gold of Jesus is by esteeming the faith revealed in him as the true riches, as the only thing that can satisfy the longing you feel for life. You buy gold of Jesus by sitting at his feet like Mary. We know Jesus isn’t talking about money because God says so. - Strong Meat 3/3/24

· Heb. 11:4-39 - The world can’t see the glory and honor that God has given us. Hebrews 11 describes a bunch of people who the world didn’t see the way God did. - Did God Kill Herod? 6/715
· Heb. 11:4-39  - We can read in the scriptures where people have great faith. We can see the people mentioned in the hall of faith. You know we have the hall of fame for the giants in the earth. In the scriptures we have the hall of faith. Where it talks about the people who had great faith. We can see the people mentioned in the hall of faith in Hebrews 11 and find ourselves thinking if only I had the faith these guys had. Jesus said if you have faith as a mustard seed you will say to this sycamore tree be removed. Jesus brings up the smallest of all the seeds to make the point it isn't about the amount of faith you have, it's about the substance of the faith itself. 

Looking back the emphasis was on the great ability of these people instead of the great ability of God. When we think of great faith it ought to cause us to think of God and not a man or a woman. When we think of faith we don’t want to think of our ability to believe. We want to think of getting to know God.

The way you get to know someone is by seeing their heart. Well faith is the deepest part of God’s being. Faith is God’s heart. He lives and moves and has His being within the Spirit of Faith. We can even say Faith is God just as the apostle John says the Word is God. So when we think of Faith we want to think of God Himself. We want to think of it as the heart of God and us getting. - The Faith That Is Great 1/26/21

· Heb. 11:4-39 - Just as people can misinterpret and worship the Bible … people can worship the images … but just as the issue isn’t the scriptures, the issue isn’t the images and icons themselves … the issue is in the heart of the person looking at the images. The icons are meant to be like the hall of faith in the letter to the Hebrews. We read about all the exploits of the patriarchs in Hebrews 11. The point is not to exalt the patriarchs, the point is to exalt the faith that strengthened the patriarchs. Hebrews 11 testifies of the faith of God; it causes us to consider God, instead of the deadness we see in our bodies and in the earth …. It's like in Deuteronomy where God has Moses tell the people to wrap His word on their arm so it can be frontlets between their eyes. For some the icons might help keep God and His gospel as frontlets between their eyes, lest they be forgetful hearers. With that being said the author of Hebrews in the New Testament, speaking of the Holy Spirit, says God will write his laws on our hearts and in our minds, so the body of the eternal Son that was broken for us, is always before our eyes, and we live looking to God, and the fact He provided Himself a lamb, as our provision for life. - Icons & Iconoclasts 5/25/25

· Heb. 11:6 - How can God be happy with you if He desires to be one with you and you don’t believe that? He is not mad at you but it requires faith.
Coat analogy – you believe the coat exists but continue to believe that your skin can keep you warm. That faith is powerless to keep you from being cold. 
Rewrote Hebrews in the coat analogy – without faith it is impossible to be warm, for he that will be warm, must believe that the coat exists and that the coat is a rewarder of all those who believe he can keep you warm.
The belief that the coat exists is not enough to keep you warm. You have to put the coat on. 
Grace is a gentle, calming influence that persuades us and from that persuasion a certain type of life is born. That persuasion is that who He is, is who I am. Now you feel peace and one with God and living inside the trinity and functioning in the fellowship. - Experiencing Salvation in Hard Times 
· Heb.11:6 - God sent Jesus to bring faith into the earth so He can draw us to Himself. Hebrews 11 verse 6 says without faith it is impossible for God to be happy. For those who come to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of all those who come to Him.

What this verse actually says is the thing that makes God happy is for people to come to Him because He wants more than anything to reward them with the gift of eternal life. But, unless people can be persuaded God will only ever be good to them and only serve them with eternal life when they come to Him, they will never come to Him. 

So God says the way I can draw my children to me is if I can persuade them the only thing I have in myself to give them is the reward of eternal life. He says if I can persuade them there is only ever goodness in my heart for them, then they will come home to me. 

God sent Jesus into the earth to nail death to the tree and bring it into the grave so He can persuade us He only has good and perfect gifts to give us, and our conscience can be purged from sin and the fear there is punishment waiting for us in His presence, and we can be strengthened to come home to Him and partake of His life.

That is the forgiveness of sin in action. God sanctifies His name in our hearts through the faith that came in Jesus because He wants to draw us home to our heritage. And that heritage is God Himself and the eternal life He has in Himself. - Remission of Sin 11/8/20

· Heb. 11:13 - All the guys in the Old Testament saw the promise off in the distance of time. They saw the promise from afar through the covenants God gave them. Jesus says Abraham saw his day and rejoiced. Abraham saw God would circumcise his flesh from the body of death, through Jesus. Moses looked into the law, and the picture the works of the law painted, and he saw the promise of the Spirit, and he saw the promised seed. 

But, in these last days God has brought the promise to light in Jesus. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb. 11:19 - On the Mount Abraham believed God would provide himself a lamb to liberate him from the deadness of his flesh. He was persuaded God would not allow Isaac to be overcome by death. He believed the power for Isaac to overcome death was contained in God providing a lamb. He believed God would preserve the promised seed from corruption and that would be his shield and his buckler and his exceeding great reward. - Father Abraham 7/18/21

· Heb. 11:24 - The letter to the Hebrews speaking of Moses and the faith in his heart says Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. 

Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king. He endured the reproach. What reproach? The shame the world puts on you, should you be found in weakness. How did Moses Endure? The scripture says Moses ENDURED, because he saw him who is invisible. Satan didn't have anything in Moses. His accusation didn't have anything in Moses because Moses had respect unto the recompense of the reward. Moses saw the reward afar off. Moses looked steadfastly to the glory that was to be revealed in Christ. He stood in awe of the glory that would be revealed in Christ. The glory set before Moses resisted sin, cast down the shame, and comforted him in his affliction. - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· Heb. 11:24-26 - Jesus esteemed the reproach of the cross greater riches than the treasures in the world. Why? He had respect for the recompense of the reward. Jesus saw the reward present with him on the cross. He saw the Father’s face shining on him. Jesus saw the glory he shared with the Father from the beginning, shining on him, and that purged his conscience from sin. It disesteemed the shame of the cross. 

There's Jesus shadowed by death on the cross, but a great light was shining there. We read Isaiah say a great light has shone on the people who dwell in the valley shadowed by death, and we only think it pertains to us. Jesus was also dwelling in the valley of the shadow of death, and a great light shined on him. The Fathers face was shining on him. There was a joy set before him. The joy set before Jesus, is He saw the Fathers face shining on him, … Hebrews says Jesus looked to the one who could save him. Jesus saw the Father there with him on the cross. He saw the substance of what he was longing for in the Father. He saw the Father’s face shining on him, clothing him in the likeness he shared with the father from the beginning …. That strengthened him to endure to the cross. It perfected his conscience from dead works. It immersed him in the Father’s love. It put his flesh to rest. 

When you’re beset by the weakness and the infirmity that comes from perishable flesh, and the corruption in the world. When confusion is swirling around you … When you are beholding weakness and infirmity in yourself, feeling in your body as God and His life are far away, hearing the voice of the stranger, telling calling you a wretch, asking you if there’s anyone with you to save you, telling you, you’ve been left alone in your time of need.

It’s ok. It’s ok if you’re feeling weakness or pressed in on. It’s ok if you’re feeling stressed beyond measure. You don't need to be afraid of the weakness and infirmity you feel. You don't need to strive against sin. You don't need to perfect your life from weakness. You don't need to perfect your life from fear. You don't need to strive against it to try and keep yourself from it. You’re not alone. The Father is with you. His face is shining on you. You’re in Him and He’s in you. He is your sheepfold. He is your sanctuary. Wherever you are, and however you are feeling, His life is a safe space for you.

What you need is for your conscience to be purged from sin. Not bad behavior. The purging of sin as it pertains to the conscience is the disesteeming of shame in your heart. It's the lifting up of the reward of the Fathers likeness in your sight, sending away from you the confusion you feel, keeping your conscience from dead works. 

The purging of the conscience is for the conscience to be cleansed from dead works. The conscience is purged from dead works through the disesteeming of shame. Shame is cast down from the high places of our hearts through the revelation of the Father’s face shining on us, immersing us in His likeness; immersing us in the glory of His life.

Consider Jesus, so you don't grow weary and faint in your minds; consider what was seen in him. Look unto the faith revealed in him and it will perfect his life in you. Look unto the faith revealed in Jesus, and the faith that is of him, will resist sin for you. That will be your strength. It will set before you the same joy that was set before Jesus on the cross. It will unveil the Fathers presence; His face always shining on you; immersing you in His likeness; immersing you in His life, lifting up the reward of His life in your sight, casting down the shame from the high places of your heart, delivering you from the fear of weakness, immersing you in His love. - His Face Shines Upon You 6/30/24

· Heb. 12:1-2 - The author of Hebrews says there’s a race set before us. They go on to say the way you run the race set before you is through patience. I was a runner for many years. Now I jog sometimes! As a runner you need certain things to run the race. You need the right gear. You need the proper shoes; the proper clothing; you need endurance. Just as you need certain things to physically run a race, you also need certain things to run a spiritual race. The author of Hebrews says we are able to run the race set before us through patience. 
What is the race set before us? The apostle Paul says in 2nd Timothy 4 I fought the good fight, I finished my course, I ran the race, I have kept the faith. Keeping the faith means to observe the faith. Paul says his eye was kept on the faith, and the faith kept him. Paul saw the source of the lovely goodness he longed for in the face of Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God, and that kept him in the way. 

The race is observing the faith; having your eyes set on the faith; it's to continue looking to the life giving Spirit that was raised up in Jesus, and not turn back to looking to the strength of the flesh, and the strength that’s in the world to give you life.

It’s not that I use my willpower to diligently look into the word of truth; it's not even that I look into the word of truth in an attempt to try and get patience; I’m not working the faith to see fruit manifested in my life; I’m not my own workmanship and now faith is the thing I use to create my own life in the image of lovely goodness. It’s that I see the substance of every good thing I yearn for within the faith revealed in Jesus Christ; Hebrews says Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen …. There's a substance to faith. It has a makeup. 

What happens is you see the image of the invisible God in the faith revealed in Jesus Christ. You see the Father’s face through the eternal Son. You see His hand stretched forth towards you, blessing you with eternal life, making you a partaker with Him in His divine nature; making you members of His body; a body glorified, never to be able to taste weakness and death again. You see everything you yearn for; a sinless life; a life without spots and blemishes; a life that superabounds over every tribulation and calamity in this world; a life that cannot be held down by death; a life that's unceasing in its fruitfulness. You see everything that pertains to life and godlikeness is contained within the faith revealed in Jesus Christ. Now because the faith revealed in Jesus is the substance of what you long for; the evidence that your life is hid in him, and all things are under your feet in him, you endure. Meaning because I see faith is the gold that's been tried in the fire; able to overcome the world; and the death in the world; able to overcome death in the flesh, that's where I am all the time looking to behold myself and my life. 

That’s patience. Patience is you see the substance of what you long for in Jesus; you see Jesus, and he’s the evidence you’re in him and he’s in you. Patience causes you to continue/endure in the faith. It’s the fruit of the Spirit. It’s conceived through faith giving you eyes to see the reward of Christ. Patience is the result of having respect for the recompense of the reward. You stand in awe of the reward you see manifested in the resurrected; glorified Jesus; and that causes you to endure; it causes you to continue in the faith that was in Jesus; that saved; glorified his mortal body with immortality. - The Grace To Run The Race 7/6/25

· Heb 12:1-3 - Joy set before Jesus, is that because he and the Father were one, because he was in the Father and the Father was in him, nothing could separate him from the glory he shared with the Father from the beginning. Nothing could keep him from seeing the fullness of the glory he shared with the Father from the beginning manifesting in his physical body. Like as job, this one thing I know I will see God in my flesh. 

When it says Jesus endured, it’s saying Jesus was kept by the Father’s love on the cross. It’s not saying Jesus had to grit his teeth, and grind through the suffering, as if he was alone there on the cross. One of the meanings of the word endured is to abide. When Hebrews says Jesus endured it means Jesus was dwelling in the bosom of the Father. John records himself as the disciple Jesus loved, and that love caused John to lean on Jesus’ bosom. Jesus came forth from the bosom of the Father. He came forth from the Father’s love. Jesus was in the Fathers heart and the Fathers heart was in him, and so the Father’s love was his dwelling place. That's what it means to endure. He didn’t leave his first love. 

The word endured is used because a contradiction is also present in the midst of the Father’s love. Sin was manifesting in Jesus’ body on the cross, trying to get him to leave his first love, and give himself over into the arms of the world. When we think of the contradiction we want to see it relationally. What does a contradiction look like relationally? The Father and Son have a relationship. The Father loves the Son, and the Son experiences the Father’s love, and loves the Father back. The death and suffering that came upon Jesus at the cross was trying to contradict the Father’s love for Him. It was telling Jesus if the Father loves him, how could this be happening. It was telling him the death he was dying on the cross was inconsistent with love. How can you say the Father is the lover of your life, look at your affliction. 

Why didn’t Jesus leave his first love? I mean the cross is some pretty compelling evidence …

Hebrews says Jesus looked to the one who could save him. Doesn't just mean Jesus looked at the Father. Just as Hebrews says for us to look unto Jesus, consider Jesus. Jesus kept the Father’s commandment. He looked to the Father; considering the word of the Fathers love for him. Just as Jesus says in John's gospel, he and the Father are one. Jesus saw himself in the bosom of the Father. He knew the Father was in Him and he was in the Father. Jesus was persuaded that the death of the cross couldn’t separate him from the love of the Father. Jesus came into the earth from the Father’s love, and he knew the Father’s love would raise him up in the glory they shared together from the beginning. Jesus saw he was alive to the Father and dead to sin. Although he saw sin and death present there, he didn’t see himself as one with sin and death, he saw himself as one with the Father. He saw Himself in the Fathers face, and he heard his name on the Father lips … that the Father will not suffer his life to be overcome by the death of the cross, but the Father will glorify him with the glory they shared from the beginning

The word of the Father’s love dwelled in Jesus’ heart richly, through the Holy Spirit. The same Holy Spirit that descended on him as a dove in the Jordan River, when the voice of the Father spoke from heaven, saying you are my beloved Son in whom I’m well pleased, contained the very words of the Father’s love for him. The Holy Spirit was in Jesus always lifting the Father up in His sight; reminding him that he and the Father are one; they are braided together; That kept Jesus in the Father’s love. It kept him from offering his members/body to the world. And that's really the purging of sin from the conscience. It’s the purging of the contradiction. Jesus was kept from the contradiction by the Father’s love. His conscience was purged from sin. It was purged from the word that questioned the integrity of the Fathers love for him, by the testimony of the Father’s love.

Remember the commandment of Jesus is to abide in him. Behold your life in his face, see yourself in him, and him in you, so just as he was kept by the Father’s love in the midst of the world contradicting the Father’s love for him, You can be kept by the Father’s love, when the world tries to contradict God's love for you, and tries to seduce you into leaving your first love. 

When you encounter the contradiction, which is the evil day/death. When you encounter something that's contrary to God’s love, something that contradicts God's love for you. Something that questions whether He actually cares for you. Consider Jesus. Look unto the faith revealed in Jesus, and that will purge your conscience from sin. What you see in Jesus will purge your conscience from every word that questions the integrity of God’s love for you.

If we look at Jesus. That’s what we’re doing together right now. We are demonstrating the Spirit and the power of God; we are putting on display Christ and him crucified; We see Jesus and we are crucified with Christ. We are dead to the world and the world to us. We are dead to sin and alive to God. Our life is not braided together with the sin and death we see. You may see some tribulation and calamity, but your life is not hid in there. God has taken your life from the dust of the ground, the place where the serpent is dwelling, and has raised you up, and hid your life in His bosom. Hide and go seek … We see Jesus, and we see the Father will not allow our lives to be overcome by corruption. We see Jesus, and we see even should our bed be made in hell, the Father is with us to pick us up out of the miry clay. We see Jesus, and we see we are never alone, the Godhead dwells in our mortal bodies. We see Jesus and we see God loves our lives so much He’s brought them forth … God's love is found in the word of life. It’s found in what He’s done to join Himself to your human nature, so you can be one with Him, and partake with Him in His divine nature. 

God has not left us alone to bring these things forth by the power of our intellect. He’s given us the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Son, the word of the Fathers love is contained within the Spirit of the Son. We are demonstrating the Spirit that dwells in you, containing this same testimony. - The Demonstration of the Spirit and of Power 8/11/24

· Heb. 12:1-4 - The sin that so easily besets us is unbelief. Hebrews 4 says the children of Israel did not enter the promised land; they did not enter God’s rest, even though the work was finished from before the foundation of the world. The reason they didn’t enter into the rest that comes from God's work is because of unbelief.

Unbelief in this context isn't just about obtaining eternal salvation. We can all be tempted with unbelief in our lives. Not unbelief that Jesus is the Son of God. Not unbelief that Jesus is the Messiah and was sent by God. Not unbelief in the historical events of Jesus’ death and resurrection. But, unbelief that God is with us, having already sanctified our lives from death. Unbelief that God cleansed us from the death in the world by providing Himself a lamb. Unbelief that God has served us with a sinless life, a life without spot or blemish, a life that cannot be corrupted by the tribulation in the world. 

There’s times we encounter tribulation, and corruption, and sin, and injustice(that is the day of temptation or the evil day the scriptures speak of). When we encounter injustice and tribulation in the world, and we are filled with weakness, we can be tempted to believe that our lives are being overcome, that we have not been set apart from sin. We can be tempted with unbelief. We can be tempted by the fruit of death we see in our lives. We can be tempted to try and cleanse ourselves from sin. The weakness we feel in those moments is tempting us to live by the sword; to take up our lives. It’s tempting us to come down off the cross. It’s tempting us to try and gather justice and peace and love and joy to ourselves instead of looking to God’s lamb, and what He’s already done to perfect our lives from sin and death once for all time through Jesus. 

Hebrews 12 - author of Hebrews says …. When you are in your time of need. When you are compassed about with weakness, when you see your life, and you are seeing spots and blemishes in the life you have from the world, and you are being tempted to take up your own life. Do not consider yourself or your own strength, thinking you can perfect yourself from sin. You have not resisted sin unto blood, striving against sin. Consider Jesus who endured such contradiction of sinners against himself. Consider Jesus, lest you be wearied and faint in your mind in the day of temptation. 

God’s the only one who can resist sin. He’s the only one not coming down off the cross. God doesn't expect you to be able to resist sin on your own. Once death entered the earth He knew He was the only one who could resist sin. He knew He’s the only one who wouldn't come down off the cross. God knows he’s the only one who can resist death. When we think of resisting sin it can help us to understand what we are talking about, if we see that the wages of sin is death. So when we think of resisting sin we ought to be thinking of resisting death. Who can resist death in the flesh? Who is it that can rest in the midst of death manifesting in their flesh? God, that’s who? He’s the only one who can be at rest in the presence of death coming upon Him. Hebrews says Jesus was tempted in every way we were tempted and yet without sin. 

Yes Jesus resisted sin on the cross but the way that looks is he resisted death on the cross. It was death that he resisted. God was in Christ on the cross, resisting death in the flesh. God was in Christ on the cross striving against sin, even unto his blood being shed. God was in Christ, resting, even in the presence of death coming upon him. God’s the only one who can be at rest while being nailed to a cross. We don’t try and resist, we don’t try to rest, we look to the one who did resist. Hebrews 12:2 says looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of faith.

The power to find the grace of God, laboring in you, resisting sin on your behalf, is found in looking unto Jesus, the alpha and omega of faith; the beginning and end of faith. God resists sin in you by showing you the gift He has in His hand to give you. He shows you the substance of everything you’ve ever desired for your life in Jesus seated at His right hand. He shows you Jesus, and He shows you the spotless life you’ve always wanted; He shows you Jesus and He shows you a life that's been cleansed from sin and death; He shows you Jesus and He shows you the justice from this world your heart cries out for. He shows you Jesus, and He shows you that He’s served you with the desire of your heart. He sets His glory before you. He shows you how He’s served you with the glorious life you’ve always wanted, and that disesteems the death and the tribulation and the weakness that's compassed you about like the bulls of bashan. It neuters the power of tribulation in your heart. The revelation of Jesus resists sin in you. Hebrews 12 says Jesus despised the shame of the cross for the glory that was set before him. Jesus saw the glory He shared with the Father from the beginning. He saw that glory made it impossible for death to hold him, and the death of the cross was disesteemed in his sight. The glory Jesus saw that He shared with the Father, labored in him, resisting death in him.

Only eternal life can resist death …. Eternal life is the only thing that can be at rest in the presence of death. The only thing that can resist death in the flesh. The only thing that can resist the temptation that comes from death, is if eternal life can dwell in a flesh that can die, and then that flesh that is dying can be put to rest by the incorruptible seed/indestructible life that is abiding in that body. - Help 4/3/22

· Heb 12:1-4 - The way we run the race that is set before us is by continuously beholding the faith that was revealed in Jesus. Hebrews says look unto Jesus, consider Jesus. Fix your mind on the substance of what you see in Jesus. Turn your eyes away from every other thing, and the afflictions you are surrounded by, and fix them with undivided attention on what is revealed in Jesus, in his death and resurrection. Consider Jesus, and what it is that strengthened him to endure the contradiction of sinners against himself, lest you be weary and faint in your minds. 

The author of Hebrews is saying … Listen, as you are walking in this world, you will encounter afflictions and contradictions. I don't want you to be overwhelmed with discouragement, thinking your life is being overcome, and feeling as if God doesn’t care. I don’t want you to be moved from the hope of the gospel, and the certainty of life. I don't want you left in the place where the strength, or rather the weakness you see in your flesh, and in the world is lifted up in your heart. Consider the one who resisted sin unto blood. Consider Jesus. This guy Jesus found comfort in the midst of the cross. Consider him, and what it is that served him with comfort.  

Jesus is the beginning and end of the faith that will help you in your time of need. He is the beginning and end of the faith that will supply you with grace, and comfort you when you encounter things that are contrary to life. Consider Jesus, who found help in his time of need. Don’t just think well this guy found help when he was on the cross, but consider the faith that was in his heart, that served him with comfort, filling him with patience in the midst of the contradiction of the cross, so you can find the same help in your time of need that he found, and you can be comforted with same comfort he was comforted with.  - Consider Jesus 8/7/22

· Heb 12:1-4 - There’s Jesus in his time of need. He’s on the cross. He needs help. He needs the Father. The serpent; that old dragon; the devil is resisting him, trying to keep him from coming to the father in his time of need. Jesus saw the shame of this body of death is not as it ought to be. I’m meant to have life and have it more abundantly. Hebrews says Jesus endured the cross. Endure doesn't mean he grit his teeth and put up with the physical pain …. Yes he experienced physical pain on the cross. Extreme physical pain. But when it says Jesus endured the cross, it’s talking about him despising the shame. His heart condemned the shame … that's the heritage of the servants of the Lord. Those who are from above are established in God’s righteousness towards them, and because of that their heart condemns every tongue that rises against them in judgment. Jesus endured the cross, meaning Satan's accusation had nothing in him. Jesus overcame the accusation of the evil one. He endured the temptation that comes from the accuser of the brethren. There was no shame in Jesus’ game. 

Hebrews 12 says there was a joy set before Jesus that guarded his heart from the shame and the accusation of the evil one. Acts 2:28 says thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. Jesus saw the Father’s face shining on him. He saw the glory of the Father .. Jesus really knew the father. He wasn't like Job. He didn't just know of the Father. John’s gospel says Jesus is in the bosom of the Father. John says no one has seen the Father but the Son. John is not only talking about seeing the Father visibly with your eyes. He’s echoing what the apostle Paul says in 1st Timothy when Paul says no one has approached the light; whom no man has seen, or can see. Jesus is the self same nature as the Father. He’s intimately acquainted with the Father’s nature. His nature is so much the same as the Father’s nature, that in seeing Jesus, it's as if you've seen the Father. Jesus knows how the Father manifests Himself when He finds someone who is afflicted by sin. He knows the Fathers nature is not to punish. He knows the Father will empty himself; pour Himself out to raise him from the miry clay; to raise him up from the body sown in corruption, unto a body formed incorruptible. And here is the saying fulfilled that the Father raised Jesus from the dead by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit cannot come apart from the Father pouring out the Spirit. 

Shame doesn't just come out of nowhere. It’s the fruit of an accusation. Shame is the result of seeing something in yourself that’s inconsistent with what you say is good and right, and then that thing speaks an accusation to you. There’s an accusation present at the cross trying to fill Jesus full of shame and fear, just like the first Adam. Isaiah says Jesus carried our griefs and our sorrows. The kings of this world crucified the Lord of glory. The accusation at the cross is to look at the death manifesting in your body. It’s not right. You are the smitten and stricken of God. 

Jesus knew the death of the cross couldn't separate him from the love of the Father. As the apostle Paul says nothing can separate me from the love of God. Neither peril or sword or famine or death. Paul wrote this because he was planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death, and he wanted the church at Rome to have fellowship with the sufferings of Christ. He wanted them to fellowship with the heart of the Son, as he was being crucified on the cross, so the Spirit of the Son could endure in them, as they walk in this world, themselves being planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death, by partaking with Jesus in his faith, that the life of Christ might also be made manifest in them. 

Jesus knew nothing could separate him from the Father’s love, not even the sin and death manifesting in him on the cross. Jesus knew nothing could keep him from life. Greater is the Father that dwelled in him, than the prince of this world. It’s because of that Satan had nothing in Jesus; it’s because of that Satan's accusation had nothing in Jesus. And that's how Jesus overcame Satan; that's how he overcame the accusation of the evil one, in the evil day. As it is written, he was more than a conqueror through the Father who loved him. This is what it means that Jesus endured the cross, despising the shame. The shame of the cross; the serpent's accusation had nothing in Jesus because his dwelling place was the love of the Father. - Planted in His Likeness 2/16/25

· Heb. 12:2 – tell us how the faith comes. 
Paul says look to Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith. The beginning and end. Our is not there in the original text. Should read the author and finisher of faith. God said you’re dead to the man that found their life in flesh, bondage to sin, produce your own glory. If you want to be justified in your heart, those who have had your conscience cleansed of sin do it by hearing the word, not a work but your belief system will be affected. It’s not a word about what you must do but what God believes about you. If you don’t hear it then your persuasion can’t be perfected. - N/A
· Heb. 12:2 – looking unto Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith. Jesus had two things to look at. The shame of the cross and the joy of what it would accomplish if he endured the cross. What did Jesus do? He despised the shame. He endured the cross because he despised the cross. Was the shame not there? No. They pulled out his beard. That was the ultimate shame in the Jewish culture. His shame is not some little thing.
Despised – in the Greek means he disesteemed it, he devalued the significance of the shame. He determined that the significance of the shame was nothing. How did he devalue it? By thinking little of it. The more you meditate on your trial, the more you are esteeming your trial and disesteeming the grace of God.
Jesus’ strength is made perfect in our weakness. The more he can step up to the plate. In baseball, they have pinch hitters. Jesus is saying that if we can see we are weak, his strength can come in and pinch hit. We try to make things happen ourselves and lose sight of his strength. 
We say God helps those who help themselves, that is nowhere in the Bible. God helps those who rest so that He can work. 
Paul was the king of sting Greg likes to say. He suffered more tribulation than anybody.
When I am weak, the power of Christ will rest on me – that is saying the power of Christ will overshadow me like a tabernacle, the power of God will tabernacle over me. Tabernacling is a big deal to God. - Grace Is The Answer
· Heb. 12:2 – looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of faith…the context is how these Hebrews could be filled with patience and endure the persecution if they turned away from trusting in the law of Moses and looked to Jesus.
To consider Jesus means to consider Jesus in a sense of us being strengthened through the joy that is set before us through the confident expectation that came through the promise.
Consider Jesus as the same thing as the joy that was set before him in the promise His father made to him. - Hope On A Slippery Slope 7/26/15
· Heb. 12:2 - Hebrews is saying that because of the faith that came in the person of Jesus we can now discern the knowledge that is good and the knowledge that is evil. We can now discern between the wisdom that is from above and the wisdom that is from below. 

We can see the wisdom that agitates our soul, and causes us to look to the strength contained in our hand to be sanctified from sin, is evil. Meaning we can see it is unto death and the manifestation of the fruit of death. And we can also see that the wisdom that puts our flesh to rest and causes us to cease from our works to be sanctified from sin is good. Meaning we can see it is unto life and the manifestation of the fruit of life. 

Abel discerned it was good to look to God's strength to be exalted unto life, and it was evil to look to the strength contained in his own hand to be exalted unto life. He saw that which is unto life is to look to the strength contained in God's hand, and that which is unto death is to look to the strength contained in his own hand. Jesus knew good and evil. Jesus knew death was evil. He knew the death he was dying at the cross was unjust. But he didn’t live by the knowledge of good and evil. Jesus discerned the knowledge of good and evil to be full of labors. He saw it could not sanctify him from the wound of death. Jesus judged the idea that he could be clothed with life through his own labor as evil. He saw it was sensual and devilish and full of bitter envying and strife ..... 

Jesus discerned that the strength contained in his dying flesh did not possess the ability to clothe him with the life he longed for. He lived by the knowledge of God. He saw God's promise of life was full of rest. He lived by the knowledge that within God's hand was the strength for him to be cleansed from the wound of death. He lived by the knowledge that within God's hand was the strength for him to be exalted above the injustice of the cross.

Now that the knowledge of good and evil is in the earth, the way we find salvation from the agitation that comes to our souls; the way we find salvation from the fruit of death we see in the world is through the knowledge of the Son of God. We discern the knowledge of good and evil to be from below and evil and unto death, and we judge the faith that Jesus brought into the earth through his death and resurrection to be from above and good and unto life. We walk in the Spirit of what God has done in Christ to serve us with eternal life, and that saves us from the effect that death and the fruit of death has on us. 

The world is all the time trying to get us to weigh our lives in the balance by the good and evil we see. I can see there are a lot of evil devices and injustices in this world. 

I can see there are a lot of evil principalities and powers in this world. And when I see those things I can think they’re not right and are contrary to the kind of life I need to experience peace, and they can try to uncover my nakedness. In that place I don't want to be intimate with my nakedness I want to be intimate with the knowing that God has swaddled me with His life through Christ. 

The life we live now in the world we live by the knowledge of the Son of God and not the knowledge of good and evil. When we weigh our lives in the balance we weigh them in light of what we see in Jesus. We see in Jesus that now we possess eternal life. We see in Jesus we possess a life that will vindicate us from the injustices of the world. We see in Jesus we possess a life that will vindicate us from every accusation and evil report that comes against us in this world. We see in Jesus we possess a life that will justify us and exalt us above everything that seeks to tear us down and harm our lives. We see in Jesus we possess the life that is good. We see in Jesus we possess a life that is full of that which is just and able to serve us with the peace and the love and the joy that is good. - Understanding the Knowledge of Good of Evil 6/28/20

· Heb. 12:2 - Jesus was not left ashamed at the cross. The cross couldn’t convince Jesus that it was able to keep life from manifesting in him. The Fathers life was manifested in Jesus, even in the midst of so great a death as the cross. Not even the death of the cross could keep the Father's love and joy and peace from being made manifest in Jesus. Not even the death of the cross left Jesus in a place where life wasn’t manifested in his body. - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23

· Heb 12:2 - The joy set before Jesus was the glorification of his flesh. It was the glory he shared with the Father from the beginning. Jesus says to the Father in John 17 glorify me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with you before the world was. That’s what was lifted up in Jesus' eyes when he was on the cross. It was the Father and the life Jesus shared with the Father that was lifted up in his sight. Jesus knew the Father was in him, and he was in the Father. Jesus knew that even though sin was manifesting death in his flesh, sin wasn't the Father of His life. Jesus knew his life was from above. He knew he was dead to sin, and alive to God. That’s what justified him from the shame of the cross. It disesteemed the death of the cross, and justified his heart from the accusation that came from the body of death. Jesus didn’t try to despise the death of the cross. He saw the life He shared with the Father, and that warred against the sting of death. The life the Father has in Himself, that He gave that Jesus would also have in Himself, when placed next to the death of the cross, overshadowed the shame of the cross. 

Paul says the life he lives now in the flesh he lives by the faith of the Son of God. Paul lived his life in the earth beholding his life in Jesus, and the life of Jesus in him. His intimacy was with the life that manifested in Jesus, and through that he was intimate with the life the Father has in Himself. He walked in the earth justified by the life of the Father. When the death and tribulation and lack in the world tried to accuse Paul, and make him ashamed, and tell him he didn’t have the life he’s supposed to have. The same faith that was in Jesus’ heart on the cross, dwelled in Paul, ministering to him, exalting the Father in his sight, exalting the Fathers life in His sight, telling him, he’s not separated from the love of God. Where do we think Paul saw that nothing could separate him from the Father’s love? He saw it in Jesus. Paul and everyone else, but the one thief, thought the cross was a sign Jesus was separated from the Fathers love. When Paul encountered the glorified Christ he saw not even the death of the cross was a sign Jesus was separated from the Father’s love. 

Nothing can separate you from the Father’s love isn't nothing can go wrong for you in this world. What it means is nothing that can go wrong in this world, whether peril or sword or disease or famine or persecution, or life or death, can be a sign you’re separated from the love of God. The Father brought a plague to death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. The Father has caused your life to overcome sin and death in the flesh. The Father has made you whole, by giving you the life He has in Himself, and that's the evidence He loves you. You are an heir of God. You’ve inherited the fullness of God in human flesh. The Son is in you and you are in the Son, and you share with the Son in the life He’s shared with the Father from the beginning, and that's the sign God loves you; that's the sign you have the life you’re meant to have. - It’s No Longer I Who Lives 8/27/23

· Heb. 12:2 - Jesus endured the shame that tried to come upon him through the death of the cross. He didn't come down off the cross. He didn't try to cloth upon his own nakedness. He groaned, being burdened, earnestly desiring, not to be unclothed, but clothed upon. Jesus endured the shame of being found naked and not clothed upon. He endured the shame of not being found in the Fathers likeness. When Hebrews says Jesus endured the shame, it means he did not try and decorate himself in the likeness of life. He wasn't conformed to the world. He didn't try to fashion himself in the likeness of what the world says is good and right. The first man Adam did not endure the shame of his nakedness being uncovered. He was overcome by the shame. He tried to cloth himself in the likeness of God. - Found In His Likeness 3/16/25

· Heb. 12:2 - says Jesus endured the cross, despising the shame. Jesus endured the shame that tried to come upon him through the death of the cross. He didn't come down off the cross. He didn't try to cloth upon his own nakedness. He groaned, being burdened, earnestly desiring, not to be unclothed, but clothed upon. Jesus endured the shame of being found naked and not clothed upon. He endured the shame of not being found in the Fathers likeness. When Hebrews says Jesus endured the shame, it means he did not try and decorate himself in the likeness of life. He wasn't conformed to the world. He didn't try to fashion himself in the likeness of what the world says is good and right. The first man Adam did not endure the shame of his nakedness being uncovered. He was overcome by the shame. He tried to cloth himself in the likeness of God. - Found In His Likeness 3/16/25

· Heb. 12:2 - Hebrews 11 says by faith, it doesn't say by the physical sacraments. Hebrews says it is by faith, not rituals, or observing holy days, or holy people, that we see and experience the invisible God. Hebrews 12 says looking unto Jesus the one who authored faith in the earth, and the one who perfects faith in our hearts and in our minds. Jesus is our temple worship. It’s by the hearing of faith we worship God. We behold the Christian sacraments in the body of what God has done; is doing; shall do in Christ …. The image of what all the rituals and sacraments were pointing to are now written on our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Jesus didn’t come to give us better rituals. He didn’t come to give us better carnal ordinances to perform as part of our worship; that through these new carnal ordinances we can now know God; experience Him. The author of Hebrews had every chance to give the people he wrote to a new set of sacraments to perform but they didn’t …. What they did when they came upon people professing belief in the Lord Jesus, but whose worship was still centered around physical sacraments and rituals, what they did is they revealed how all those things were realized in the Faith revealed in Jesus. This is what brings forth true worship. As it is written in Hebrews 8 I will write my laws on their hearts and in their minds, and I will be their God and they will be my people. 

True worship is to call upon the name of the Father. Whatever we want to say about Christian worship it would by necessity have to be about the crucified God; about God providing Himself as the lamb; to prepare a table; that in partaking with Him in His body; we would be perfected once for all time from sin and death, entering His rest. We don’t worship through our service or through sacraments although we may enjoin those things at times … we worship by crying out Abba, by living as little children; looking to the table God has prepared … taking no thought of adding one cubit of stature to our lives. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· Heb. 12:2 -  says looking unto Jesus the one who authored faith in the earth, and the one who perfects faith in our hearts and in our minds. Jesus is our temple worship. It’s by the hearing of faith we worship God. We behold the Christian sacraments in the body of what God has done; is doing; shall do in Christ …. The image of what all the rituals and sacraments were pointing to are now written on our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Jesus didn’t come to give us better rituals. He didn’t come to give us better carnal ordinances to perform as part of our worship; that through these new carnal ordinances we can now know God; experience Him.  The author of Hebrews had every chance to give the people he wrote to a new set of sacraments to perform but they didn’t …. What they did when they came upon people professing belief in the Lord Jesus, but whose worship was still centered around physical sacraments and rituals, what they did is they revealed how all those things were realized in the Faith revealed in Jesus. This is what brings forth true worship. As it is written in Hebrews 8 I will write my laws on their hearts and in their minds, and I will be their God and they will be my people. 

True worship is to call upon the name of the Father. Whatever we want to say about Christian worship it would by necessity have to be about the crucified God; about God providing Himself as the lamb; to prepare a table; that in partaking with Him in His body; we would be perfected once for all time from sin and death, entering His rest. We don’t worship through our service or through sacraments although we may enjoin those things at times … we worship by crying out Abba, by living as little children; looking to the table God has prepared … taking no thought of adding one cubit of stature to our lives. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· Heb. 12:3-4 - The people in the letter to the Hebrews were striving against sin. They wanted to be perfected/kept from sin. They wanted to overcome sin. They wanted to be set apart from sin. They thought the way to do that was by following the carnal ordinances prescribed in the law given by Moses. The author of Hebrews says listen guys, if you want to be set apart from sin. If you are actually wanting to be kept from sin, maybe you should consider Jesus. He was kept from sin. He was set apart from death unto life. He was kept from dead works. His conscience having been purged from the shame of the cross.

Seeing there's a guy who received strength to endure sin, even to the point of his blood being shed. Maybe we ought to look to him, and ask ourselves what caused him to abide in the father’s love, even in the midst of such great affliction. ……To endure just means to abide in the love of the Father. 

Looking unto Jesus … what is it we see in Jesus? There's a faith that was working in Jesus, that strengthened him to endure …. There's a faith that was working in Jesus, that immersed Him in the Fathers love, while he was on the cross. There’s Jesus on the cross, filled with the weakness and infirmity of dying flesh; shame and confusion tries to come upon him, he hears the voice Paul echoes in Romans 7 ‘oh wretched man is there anyone with you to save you. He hears the voice telling him he’s alone. He feels the confusion of where’s God, If God really loves you, where is He when you need Him the most? That's the shame; that's the reproach that comes from the world, when you are beset with weakness, and the infirmity that comes from being clothed in a mortal body. But the weakness he felt and the voices he heard telling him he was all alone couldn’t veil his heart. - His Face Shines Upon You 6/30/24

· Heb. 12:5-11 - In Jesus dying on the cross it chastised our belief. 
Hebrews 12 – the chastisement of God towards His children. Not talking about God punishing people. The Hebrews had a belief that said their sin could be sanctified through the works of the law. 
Sin and death were reigning over man but they were blinded by it. God chose the children of Israel to show this to the world. God was trying to get them to trust in Him but they thought it was good to live by finding their life in their flesh. They couldn’t see sin for what it was. - Unleashing The Power of The Ministry of Reconciliation 3/22/15
· Heb. 12:9-10 - The context of the chastening in the letter to the Hebrews is these Hebrews were continuing in the works of the law for sanctification. They thought the way to be cleansed from death was through the rituals in the old covenant. They thought the way to be perfected from sin and inherit the promise of the kingdom was through the temple service. They were performing animal sacrifices; and ritual cleansings and such. 

The author of Hebrews chastened the Hebrews with the good news that Jesus is the once for all time sacrifice for sin, and it's on account of his blood being shed that we are perfected from death once for all time.

Hebrews says our earthly parents corrected us for their pleasure but God corrects us for our own profit.

Listen God bless our parents but you know sometimes they corrected us, and disciplined us for their own benefit. Sometimes we wore them down with our shenanigans. Sometimes our behavior made them uncomfortable. Maybe they were exhausted and our behavior was aggravating them. Maybe our disobedience frustrated them. Or they were fearful for our lives or embarrassed by something we did and they corrected us from that foundation.

God never corrects us for His own benefit. He doesn't correct us to bring Himself comfort from our bad behavior. He is never embarrassed by what we might say or do. His correction is never for selfish reasons. It’s not about Him being frustrated with our behavior or being frustrated with our disobedience.

The Lord’s discipline isn’t punitive. It doesn’t involve Him punishing us. He doesn't teach us that way. He doesn't punish us with sickness or disease or calamity or hard times to teach us something.

The Lord's discipline is all about restoration. It’s about restoring us, and not in the sense of us being restored to His good graces. But restored to the fruit of the Spirit. God is after restoring people to a state of rest, where they are partaking in His peace and His love and His joy.

When Paul corrected the Corinthians they thought he was angry with them. But Paul writes back to them in 2nd Corinthians 1 and says he was never angry with them. Neither was he wanting to Lord it over their faith. He says his only desire in correcting them was to help them in their joy. He says his only interest was that their joy be made full.

He isn’t trying to Lord it over your faith. He doesn't correct to Lord it over us. He isn't wanting to control us or manipulate us. He isn’t like a child who takes their ball home if the game isn’t played the way they want it to be played.

He sees the faith He has in His heart on account of His eternal life gives birth to joy. He says to Himself this joy is nice I would like it if they could taste it with me. So He comes to fill our hearts with His faith.

God doesn't deal with us according to our flesh. He doesn't correct our flesh. He doesn't make demands of us that are based on our flesh or the fruit in our lives. He doesn't speak to what is manifesting in our lives but rather he speaks to the belief in our hearts. - The Rod of Correction 9/27/20

· Heb 12:15-17 - A root of bitterness sprung up in Esau. That's a hardened heart. Esau wanted his inheritance. He wanted the blessing of the first born. Hebrews says Esau wanted the blessing so badly he sought after it with tears in his eyes. But, he was rejected. And here's where the bitterness sprung up in his heart. Esau was bitter because when he wanted to inherit the blessing of the first born he was rejected. It’s not that Esau the person was rejected. It’s not that Esau was predestined for cursing and death. It’s that Esau found no place in his heart for repentance when he would have inherited the blessing. Esau wanted to inherit the blessing through the strength of being the first born according to the flesh. When his way was rejected, bitterness sprung up in his heart, and his heart became hard. 

You can see the same thing in Cain. In the account of Cain and Abel. Abel experienced God's mercy and Cain’s heart was hardened. God was good to both, but one experienced His mercy, and the other's heart was made hard. Why? What happened there? - The Root Of Bitterness 4/28/24

· Heb. 12:24 - The death of Jesus declares something to us. It tells us God’s wishes. Jesus’ death on the cross testifies that God’s will is for the sin and death in the world, to be sent away from you. Acts 20:28 says God Himself shed His blood for you. God prepared Himself a body in Jesus, to offer his body to be broken for you. He shed his blood not only to testify to you; that His desire is to offer Himself and His life for you. But He shed His blood to also testify the thing He willed in His heart; to perfect you once for all time from death, by providing Himself as a lamb, has been performed. The blood of Jesus declares God's will to remove death from you is of force on account of Him dying. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· Heb 12:28 - The scriptures make a point to differentiate between godly fear and worldly fear. There’s a worldly fear and a godly fear. We don't want to think of godly fear in the same way we think of worldly fear.

The kind of fear that is of the world means to be afraid of someone or something. But, godly fear, the kind of fear that is born of God, the fear and trembling that comes from knowing God does not speak of being afraid of God or to live as if you're walking on eggshells with God. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· Heb. 13:9 – it is a good thing that the heart be established in grace. The word for established in Thayer's means to be steadfast and constant in soul. This establishes that we may be unreprovable. God won’t reprove us. - A Sound Heart
James
General Commentary
· James is trying to establish the work of God, not the “works” of God. 
James is kind of a sister book to Galatians. It is not out of line. It is dealing with the same kind of things that the book of Galatians is dealing with. It is dealing with people being tempted to go away from the Gospel of Grace. 
We could avoid so much confusion if we could let the context tell us what to think about the letter. 
If you could read the whole book of James in one sitting it would help us avoid some confusion because you will get the context better.
One of the greatest rules of interpretation Greg uses is number one asking the Holy Spirit and then letting the preceding chapters and verses interrupt the verse. It becomes much more difficult to misinterpret when you do that. 
Any minister should be trying to establish the truth. 
Unless this house be built by God, you labor in vain. Man has been trying to build the church for 1500 years, now he feels that God has said enough of that and He is building it now. He lets man do what they want for a period of time, until he says ok enough of that. 
Every book in the Bible is good for every kind of people. James was writing to Jews but that is not really that big of a deal. What he is addressing is that the Jews have turned away from God’s wisdom. They began by believing in Jesus but for various reasons but because they were Jews, they were persecuted. They started experiencing lack because of the persecution. When they experienced lack, they were no longer looking to God but starting looking at themselves to do something. 
James is talking about the soul being replaced to a place of rest. Not the saving of eternal salvation. In the letter of James, the saving of your soul talks about the peace and contentment of what happens when you trust in Jesus. 
The whole letter is to convince them that they have turned away from liberty and have been trusting in themselves. That is the context. He is focusing on this thing.
James was talking about the Jews belief system being idolatry. 
You do not lack. The thought that you do lack is a lie. It is a tempt to distract you from the truth.
Jesus entered into the suffering of our souls to show us that it was from Satan. He cried out the suffering so that we could relate to him. 
What saved Jesus from the suffering of His soul was that he knew who He was in relationship with The Father. He said he will not justify Himself but He will trust the Father to justify Him. His soul was restored from the emotion of lack. He is showing all of us, who is the Lord? He is my shepperd. He leads us unto the path that we are righteous and what will restore our soul. What will restore our soul? Not something we can do, but Christ. 
You are a friend to the world when you take on their wisdom. Not drinking a beer or smoking. - Understanding The Book of James Sept 2013
· It is one train of thought throughout the book of James, so if we miss the foundation, we will be completely lost. 
James is trying to establish the work of God. He is trying to get them to stop finding the testimony of their lives in the flesh. He is trying to get them away from trusting in their flesh. 
We are running around trying to prove that we are the blessed of God. Look what I have. That is the very thing that James is saying makes your faith dead. 
If you think God is judging you, you will also judge others.
The Pharisee in Luke 18 was walking after the flesh (thank you I am not like that guy). The guy at the bar is not a guy walking after the flesh, it’s the result of the guy who has been taught to walk after the flesh. The guy who was walking after the spirit is the publican who came and said I can’t justify myself. 
Trying to establish your own glory brings forth the fruit of the life called death. - Faith That Saves
· Our flesh hates to hear that we don’t have anything to do. That upsets the flesh because it wants to have something to do to be pumped up with pride.
It afflicts our flesh when we rest and don’t work. The flesh wants to try to earn right standing with God. Believing in what Jesus did gives us right standing with God. It’s hard for the flesh.
People in the church that preach about right doing, want people to do right. However, we are transformed by beholding the glory of Jesus, not our own. So, if we want their lives to be transformed we need to preach to tell about the glory of Jesus. We are supposed to be preaching about Jesus and his glorious works.
Works people like to preach faith without works is dead. Works of what? Works of faith. Not of the law. He is not talking about obedience to the law. He is talking about works of faith. That is believing. 
Purpose of James – dealing with the persecution some of the Christians were receiving. He was also comparing real faith with false faith. We think James is describing justification but he is not. Paul is describing justification in Romans.
James discerned there were people in the church who were not saved. He was talking to people who are unsaved. 
If any man among you thinks himself to be religious, he doesn’t say they are, he says he thinks they are. They boast in their own knowledge of God. 
He’s talking about people who say they have faith, but they don’t really have faith. 
The whole reason he brings up faith without works is to prove those people didn’t have faith.
The Jewish people wrote in philosophical types of arguments. 
James is trying to get them saved and proving that because they don’t have works they are not. 
We shall know them by their love. It doesn’t mean we love perfectly but that love flows out of us. 
If righteousness comes from faith plus works, then why did Paul never write about it? Not once does he talk about righteousness coming from works. The gentiles never got James’ letter.
We can’t have it both ways. Either we think righteousness comes from faith plus works or we say Paul missed it.
Paul taught faith only so boldly that they accused him of promoting sin.
God doesn’t need to see our works in order to know we have faith. God looks on our heart. James was saying works justify your faith in man’s eyes. James was saying people won’t know you’re saved if you don’t have love coming out of you. They tried to justify themselves, saying oh yes we are saved we believe in one God. That doesn’t get you into heaven.
God doesn’t owe us anything. He gives it freely.
Old Branch Analogy – fruit doesn’t come from the branch but the church is preaching it does. It comes from the root (Jesus).
Faith doesn’t produce the right works right away and all the time. Eventually it does bring forth fruit. Abraham created Ishmael and gave away his wife. 
James is combating a specific problem. People saying they were saved but weren’t. They only had their words. It’s like saying we can fly.
We should not be judging our neighbors as a result of this teaching. James was given a specific discernment about these people and was led to write about it from the Holy Spirit. He is only talking about people who don’t believe.
He is not teaching righteousness so don’t try to learn righteousness from it. It’s impossible to take these verses alone and have it mean anything. Have to have the context. If it contradicts the Gospel, that should be the first warning sign. He is engaging in an argument with people who think they believe when they don’t and he is describing how he knows. 
Saving faith is believing that Jesus really finished it. He fulfilled the law. The devil wants us to think we have to keep working. Your relationships will flourish when you don’t have to be critical of others.
If you don’t believe He loves you, you can’t express that to others. Remove your works out of the equation. It becomes easy to love people.
Don’t condemn yourself if you don’t see the fruit. Focus that you have been cleansed and it is finished and the fruit will come. Let go of focusing on the fruit. - The Truth About James
· Whenever Jesus and the disciples were talking about works it was talking about a belief system. 
A faith that is alive has got to be able to fill your soul with abundance, heal your soul, make your soul whole. In the context of James, this is what he is talking about.
A faith that is alive produces love, joy, contentment, no feeling of lack. - A Faith That Is Alive
· The focus of ministry is not to get some people to do what you want, or act differently. The focus of ministry is to get them to see how beautiful the word that God has spoken of them in Christ is, and then their life can be born from that Word. Then when they see how beautiful they are to God and will produce contentment in their life. It will produce peace and joy. If you feel contentment, peace and joy you will not enlist your members to get contentment. The second you activate the works of flesh that is when they are released in your life. 
When we drive around the city, we don’t like things people do. We have a standard in our heart that is judging people by that standard. What happens when we do the same thing, we are judging others for? We feel guilty. If you want to use a standard to judge other people by and it’s not the resurrected Christ, then that standard will come back to judge you at some time. That thing is powerless to save your soul from judgment. But if your testimony and faith is in Christ, there is no word that can come to you and subvert your soul ever again. - A Faith That Is Alive
· Coat Analogy – If there is a good and perfect gift that can save you from being cold when it’s -10 out and that gift is the coat, does faith in your skin have the power to save you from being cold? No. But the gift of the coat, if you can repent from believing that your skin can keep you warm and believe in the power that the coat has, you can be warm. The coat has the power. The thing that would cause your faith to be alive or dead is the object of what you are believing in, not the result. The work that makes faith alive or dead is talking about the thing you are believing in, not some thing that you do
If you believe the coat exists but continue to believe that your skin can keep you warm, that faith is powerless to keep you from being cold. 
Rewrote Hebrews in the coat analogy – without faith it is impossible to be warm, for he that will be warm, must believe that the coat exists and that the coat is a rewarder of all those who believe he can keep you warm.
The belief that the coat exists is not enough to keep you warm. You have to put the coat on. 
Grace is a gentle, calming influence that persuades us and from that persuasion a certain type of life is born. That persuasion is that who He is, is who I am. Now you feel peace and one with God and living inside the trinity and functioning in the fellowship. - Experiencing Salvation in Hard Times
Your faith that the coat exists is imperfect if you don’t think it will keep you warm. If my faith that the coat exists is combined with my faith that it will keep me warm, then my faith will be made perfect. 
· In James he is warring against a principality that the rich were better than the poor. They were judging people based on how much money they had, seating them in the front, etc. That was defining people in something other than Christ.
Ask God to show you what it means to be filled full with the Godhead bodily Greg said. 
Wickedness is a belief system where you say look at my ability and let me exalt myself based on what I do. Satan is the Father of wickedness, he said let me use my ability to exalt myself. That is wickedness. - The Weapons Of Our Warfare
Scripture Notes
· James 1:2-4 - What do we do when we feel like the world is coming to an end? The Bible says to throw yourself a party. James 1: 2-4, know that the trying of your faith works patience….rejoice, one of the translations says throw yourself a party. That sounds insane. But the ways of God are so much wiser than the ways of man. - Grace Is The Answer
· James 1:4 - There is a certain kind of righteousness, glory and honor that mankind was made for and was made to receive. It is the only kind of righteousness that will satisfy our soul. Apart from it, we will always feel lack. 

Letting patience have her perfect work is done by abiding in faith. You continue to find your life in Christ and not anything in this world. 
It is not bad to work hard and a form of excellence in what you do but let that be born out of desire to work hard, not establish yourself in glory and honor. I desire to preach the Gospel, not build a big church and prove that he has worth. The latter is not born from God.
It is not evil to have nice things, it’s not evil to not have nice things. Let our desire not be for the things and proving your worth and exalting yourself. 
Satan rejected the glory and honor of God, and said I will exalt myself. That is the wisdom of Satan. 
Don’t store up wealth on earth. Don’t say you have more value than this person because of how much money you have, your degrees, etc. It will cause you to look down upon others, that is not God. 
The Jews used the wisdom of the world to judge themselves and say they must be the forsaken of God. - Rich in Faith – Oct 2013
· James 1:5-8 - James says a double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

If a person's life is not built upon the rock that is Christ’s indestructible life they will be double minded. They’ll be led astray by the carnal mind telling them they lack and telling them how they can satisfy the lack they feel. They’ll be led astray by the carnal mind telling them what they can do to justify themselves with a life that is right. 

James says if any person lacks wisdom let them look to God. 

Wisdom about what? Wisdom about where they can find their desire for life satisfied. Remember these people encountered tribulation and were desiring peace.

If any person lacks wisdom about where they can find the peace they desire. Let them look to God who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing, when He begat us to a living hope through the word of truth that is Jesus. James is saying let them look to what God has done in Christ for the wisdom they desire. As Paul says Christ is become unto us wisdom.

If we do not see the substance of everything we’ve ever wanted for our lives is contained within the faith that came in Jesus. If we don’t seek to find our desire for life satisfied in what God has done in Christ, our desire will turn to lusting after life through the world and its systems and through the strength of the flesh. And that will leave us susceptible to strange doctrines and being tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that comes to us, telling us how we can see our desire for life satisfied.

A strange doctrine is any belief that tells you the desire you have for life can be satisfied in something other than Jesus. It's any belief that tells you the desire you have for life can be satisfied through the good the world has to offer or through the strength of the flesh to perfect your own life. 

The birthing place for strange doctrines is the belief you come behind in some good thing that is needed to experience life and have godlikeness. Example of Eve in the garden …..

We are able to be deceived in our doctrines and what we believe the moment we think we come behind in some good thing that is needed to experience life and godlikness, and we think God is lacking in providing it to us freely as a gift through Jesus. 

Eternal life acts as an anchor to the soul. It is unto us discernment. Eternal life acts as a discerner for us, keeping our hearts from any wisdom that is earthy or born from corruption or death or lack.

Possessing eternal life speaks a word in the heart. It intercedes in your heart. It says you are righteous, even as Jesus is righteous. It persuades your heart that your cup runneth over. It tells you that now you have all things pertaining to the life and godlikeness you have always desired. It tells you that as the man Jesus is now, seated at the right hand of God, sinless, without spot or blemish, having a life that overcomes death, and makes death bow down, so are You in this world. As Hebrews says even though our physical eyes may not see all tribulation yet under our feet, we see Jesus, and we know we have overcome the tribulation in him. 

The idea that I need to tithe to be blessed by God. The idea that I need to perform the works of the law can only make sense if I think I lack something that is needed for life and godlikeness. 

I may sit with a desire for a certain government but I can never be tossed to and fro in my beliefs by what I see in the government because I see that God has begotten me again to an incorruptible life through the word of truth that is Jesus. I see that every good and perfect gift I desire is contained in the faith the Father has given as a gift in Jesus. So if the governments of the world fall apart I won't be tossed to and fro by doctrines that say the power unto a godly life and the power unto the gospel going forth is found in the governments of this world having the proper laws. I won't be tossed to and fro by a doctrine that tells me my freedom is wrapped up in how it goes with the governments of the world.

The idea we need to cleanse ourselves from sin by our good works and self effort doesn’t look good for food if we are grounded in the truth that God has cleansed us once for all time in Jesus. The idea we can attain to the blessing of God by giving 10% doesn't look good for food if we are grounded in the knowing that the blessing of life we desire is contained in Christ alone, and God has given us all things freely in Christ. The idea that we need to preserve ourselves from the injustices and the corruption and the death in the world doesn't look like it can feed us with life if we see the justice we long for is contained in the resurrection of Jesus, and we see that God has cleansed us once for all time from the death in the world by coming and supping with us in our house and causing death to pass over us through Jesus. 

We seek Jesus and what God has done in Jesus. We do not seek experiences, or power, or authority, or the peace the world offers. We sit at the feet of Jesus and receive nutrients from him and the life he has in Himself. 

If I see that God has already freely given me all things that pertain to life and godlikeness in Christ then I won't look to the world and its systems or any other system to be justified with life, and that will keep me from being tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine. As the apostle Paul says let every thought we have be taken captive by Christ. - Discerning Doctrines 6/13/21

· James 1:8 - If Jesus is your refuge, you can’t also say my ability to follow the commands is my refuge. Those things contradict each other. Money is a great example too. Can’t say the lord is my refuge but also my ability to tithe. That is double minded like James said, let not that person think they will receive. - Galatians Bible Study, Lesson 13
· James 1:12 - James begins his letter by saying to rejoice in the day you encounter tribulation, knowing the faith that came in Jesus produces a patience that strengthens you to endure in the day of temptation. Only continue to hear the faith. 

The patience of God endures in us. It's God's patience that is the strength to endure in the day of temptation. We don’t produce the patience in ourselves but the Holy Spirit produces the fruit of patience in us by guiding us into the faith that was revealed in Jesus.

We see in Jesus the good we can gain from the world can't satisfy the longing we have for a righteous life. We see Jesus on the cross and we see the best the world can give us is the death of the cross. We see the substance of the life we have always longed for is in the Father. We see the treasure we’ve always been after revealed to us in the life the Father manifested in Jesus. We see the Father’s eyes are full of love towards us, and we see what He’s done to give us all of Himself as a gift, and that fills us with the fruit of His patience and strengthens us to endure the temptation that is common to all people. 

When I see my life in the person of Jesus seated at the right hand of God, I see God's righteousness towards me, and it persuades my heart that I lack no good thing, and that I am the possessor of all things that pertain to life and godliness in Christ, and that produces patience in me when I encounter the fruit of death and tribulation in the earth. 

As the apostle Peter would say we are saved from the effects of the corruption in the earth on account of God having made us partakers with Him in His divine nature. And His divine nature is the indestructible life He has in Himself, that is without beginning and end. - Deliverance From Temptation 2/28/21

· James 1:13-15 - But, if you look in the letter of James, he writes to a people who think the tribulation they are experiencing is the result of God condemning them for their sin. James says let no one say it is God sending hard times to people when they experience tribulation. Only good and perfect gifts come from the Father of lights in heaven and there is no shadow of turning in Him. 

If we look at what happened with pharaoh and egypt.  

Yes, we can see God’s judgment in the account of the exodus. But, we say it as if God is the Father of the plagues that came upon Egypt, or that God was responsible for what happened to Egypt. We think of God like Popeye and we say God had all He could stands and He couldn't stands no more so this is what He did to Egypt. 

I say this all the time but Jesus is the express image of the Father and he has come to declare God. He has come to bring God out of the shadows of the carnal mind. He has come to interpret the judgment of God for us so we can see it for what it really is. 

Jesus is The Prophet. What was the judgment he came talking about? We are meant to discern the exodus through Christ.

If you notice Exodus 12 says God will execute judgment against the gods of Egypt. It doesn't say God came to condemn the Egyptians. It doesn't say God came to punish the Egyptians. It says God came to judge against the gods that Egypt looked to for life. 

In John 5:22 Jesus says the Father judges no one, and has committed all judgment into his hands. 

Then in John 12 Jesus says if anyone rejects him and doesn't believe his word about the way that is unto life, he doesn't judge them either. He says neither the father nor I am come to condemn the world for their sin. The world already stands condemned by their sin. We are come to save the world from their sin.

So Jesus says whenever you see death and destruction come upon someone it isn't the Father that has condemned them. And Jesus goes on to say, the Father has given all judgment into my hands, and I am also not the one who condemns people to death and destruction when they sin.

The world was blind. Our understanding was darkened by the death that entered the earth by Adam. We saw God as the one punishing us with death on account of our sin so we thought the way unto life was if we can now look to the strength contained in our own hands to cleanse ourselves from sin. We said if we can cleanse ourselves from sin then we can have blessing and life.  

For judgment Jesus came into the earth. He judged the only gift God has to give sinners is eternal life.

For judgment Jesus entered the earth. He judged the death that comes upon people is the wage their own works pays them with. He judged its the thief and his teaching about the way unto life that serves people with death and destruction, not God. 

Jesus came and judged the way unto life is to see God’s eyes are full of goodness towards you and to rest in the strength contained in His hand for life. And he judged the way unto destruction is to trust in the strength contained in your own hand to try and be exalted unto life and have the fruit of the Spirit. - Discerning Prophecies 7/19/20

· James 1:17-25 – look into the perfect law of liberty and continue in it. The perfect law of liberty is not the law of Moses. Jeremiah 31 and Hebrews 8 says the law of Moses is not perfect. A guy who is a doer of the word is a guy who is a doer of the work. 
Jesus became a human being because we forgot how well God spoke of us. 
James says what the work is, but we get to chapter 2 and define the work ourselves. This is what happens when we throw the Bible out. We do that to preach our own imaginations. - The Perfect Law of Liberty Nov. 2013
· James 1:18 - What is the perfect law of liberty? If go back to James 1:18 – the word that God declared through Jesus on the cross. We have been liberated from the life of trying to bring forth fruit in our actions. He is telling us we are not that type of being anymore. 
The Jews James is talking to, heard Jesus died on the cross but continued in their same ways. 
Phillipians 3:4-10 – he lists all of his accomplishments, everything he did in the flesh, to prove if anyone who wants to boast in their flesh, I am the one who can do it, he was in line to be the high priest, that I may know him and the fellowship of Him, he was being made conformable to the death of Jesus by turning away from the righteousness of his own works. 
Paul said he turned away from that stuff so that he may know him and become one with him, 
In Christ is the word God has spoken to us, that is His language, this would cause us to understand that we no longer have to trust in ourselves and we can see how valuable we are to Him
Reference Joshua 1:8 as well. - N/A
· James 1:22 - be ye doers of the word…who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continue therein…//James is saying those who hear grace but continue in works are a hearer only but those who continue in grace are the ones who are doing the “work”. The work is to stop trying to make yourself holy by works. Receive with meekness the ingrafted word…humble yourself to the fact that your sin or right works can’t save you, receive the word of Christ that can save you.
The more you see yourself in your works the more unbelief will come… when the disciples couldn’t cast out the demon…they said why can’t WE cast out the demon….they were looking at themselves. - Galatians Bible Study, Lesson 4
· James 1:25 - If you aren’t mindful of your first love; if your mind isn’t filled with your first love, you’ll have opportunity to end up in the arms of another. We see it in human relationships all the time. James 1:25 says But, whoso looks into the perfect law of liberty, and continues therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

James is referencing something very specific to Israel’s history with God when he uses the words “forgetful hearer”. Remember James is talking to Jewish people here. He begins his letter by saying to the 12 tribes scattered. Moses gives an almost identical exhortation to the children of Israel when he says in Deut 8:11-14 “Take care lest you forget the LORD thy God, by not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;

I’ve been saying this a lot but we’ve gotten so cold and mechanical in our understanding of the scriptures. We read verses like these in Deuteronomy and in James, and we read them still seeing God as lord and master, taskmaster, instead of ishi, or husband. Your maker is your husband, and you want to ask yourself how do these verses look from the perspective of a husband and wife.

This forgetting, is not a slip of the mind. It’s not talking about your supposed to do something but you forgot to do it. It’s not like forgetting to take out the garbage. It’s an adulteration of the heart. A forgetful hearer talks about an adulteration of the heart. It’s something that happens in the heart, where you leave your first love for another because you’ve lost that loving feeling. You’ve forgotten God's love for you, and because you aren’t mindful of his love for you, you sought satisfaction in yourself, and in the world …. It’s when you are intimate with the strength in your hand, trying to bring about the life of God in the world, because you’ve forgotten the love of God; you’ve forgotten He’s brought your life forth from His incorruptible seed. 

In the Old Testament Israel was a forgetful hearer. They left their first love. They were like a woman who seeks affection in the arms of another because she doesn't know she’s loved by her husband. 

Why did they forget …. Why did they forsake God? Was it because they’re just bad people? Certainly Not. They forsook God because they lost that loving feeling. The newness wore off so to speak. They didn't continue in the statutes and judgments that declared God’s love for them. They were not doers of the word. They didn't do the work of continuing to look into the word of God’s love for them, how He’s with them to pour Himself out for them; to beautify them in His life; to make them exceedingly fruitful. 

The statutes and judgments God gave Israel through the words of the law, were meant to keep Israel from leaving their first love. They were meant to paint a picture of the wondrous works God performed in leading them out of Egypt, and into the promised land. That's why David says to God in psalm 119, “open my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”

Observing the statutes and judgment in the law were supposed to be like date night. They were supposed to be a relationship selfie, a memento of their courtship with God. Where they gathered together with God, reminiscing about their lives together ….. Deuteronomy 30 tells us the statutes and judgments were meant to keep them looking to God as their husband. They were meant to keep them in the love of God so they wouldn't offer their bodies to other gods. The words of the law were meant to circumcise their hearts; to keep their hands clean; to keep them from looking for love in all the wrong places. To remind them how God grabbed them by the hand, betrothing Himself to them, leading them into the promised land. Providing a lamb to bring forth their life from the death in Egypt. Parting the Red Sea; bringing forth water from the rock when they were thirsty; making the bitter waters sweet so they could drink it; pouring out His life for them, giving them Manna from heaven. Making His home with them, leading them by cloud in the day, and by fire at night. Giving them a land that flowed with milk and honey. A land with homes they didn't make, buildings they didn't build, and vineyards they didn't plant.

But, they weren’t doers of the word. They didn’t do the work of looking into the wondrous works of God. And because they didn't consider the wondrous works of God, they forgot the Lord their God; they left their first love … they didn't look to the word of their deliverance from Egypt …. And because of that they began to hear the song “what have you done for me lately” playing in their hearts. If you aren’t mindful of the love wherewith God has loved you, then you will have the opportunity to leave your first love. 

James says whosoever continues looking into the perfect law of liberty, they are doers of the word. He says they have done the works of God. There’s a work that keeps you in the love of God; there's a word that will keep you from forgetting your first love. Hebrews says labor to enter God's rest. The word labor talks about doing a work. God's rest is found in what He’s done in Jesus to perfect your life from the corruption in the world, once for all time. If we do the work of considering what was done in Jesus. If we do the work of continuously looking unto the faith revealed in Jesus, the love of God will be perfected in our hearts.

The apostle Paul says not to grow weary in well doing, for you shall reap in due season if you faint not. The well doing Paul talks about is the hearing of faith. Faith comes by hearing. The love of God comes by hearing. 

Hebrews says to consider Jesus. Look unto the faith revealed in Jesus, lest you faint and grow weary in your mind, and fail of the grace of God. James says whoever continues looking into the perfect law of liberty will be blessed in their deed. The deed that blesses people is to continuously consider what is revealed in Jesus. Everyone who does the work of considering the faith revealed in Jesus, and does not grow weary in doing that work, will be blessed in their deed. They will be rooted and grounded in the love of God, not offering their bodies to the world, not being a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word. - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· James 1:26 – he was just talking about being a doer of the word. The jews were saying they were doers of the word. If people are judging others by the flesh then they are not continuing in the law of liberty. 
If you see people who claim to be spiritual but keep complaining about the sinners (i.e – see something bad happen and say that must be God’s judgment), they are not doers of the world
Pure religion means without mixture – without mixing law and grace. Without mixing it up with carnality. Without finding the testimony of your life in the flesh.
The wisdom of the world judges people by what they do, what they have. - Faith That Saves
· James 1:27 - It’s easy to feel fatherless when you encounter tragedy. The apostle James says pure and undefiled religion is to visit the fatherless and the widows. Pure religion talks about God's ministry to people. True ministry is to shower the broken hearted with the tender love of God. The gospel is God showering the world with His tender love, so we don't live as if we are fatherless. 

One of the meanings of mercy is tender love.

Tender love is not just any kind of love, it’s a specific kind of love. It’s the kind of love that can only come forth from someone if they are intimately acquainted with the suffering of another. It’s a love that’s filled with tenderness because you’ve experienced the same suffering as someone else. And because you’ve suffered at the hands of the same thing, the love that pours out of you, pierces the heart, and gives comfort to the one being afflicted. - The Body of Christ 5/29/22

· James 2:1 – talking about partiality, don’t come to me say you are believing in Christ but then judging people according to the flesh, you will not say the front row is reserved for the rich people, if you profess a faith in Jesus, don’t then make a distinction between them and what they can give you, that is hypocrisy, what can happen is, if you keep believing in the flesh, someone will come in with 100K and then ask to change the msg, you might think you need to provide yourself
James is using examples to show them their behavior is consistent with believing in the flesh. He is not sending them out to do something. James is not judging their flesh, he is judging their belief system. 
This message is specifically for people who think they are walking in the spirit but they are not.
Talked about evangelism – we can understand evangelism better when we know this platform, evangelism is not to be born from the “go ye” doctrine. Paul was the best evangelizer and he never said it was because God told him to “Go ye into all the world”. God is not under some commandment but he was compelled. 2 Cor 5 – for the love of Christ constrains us, if one died for all…not finding the testimony of their life in the flesh, he says now because I’ve seen this beautiful thing, the love of Christ compels me to share this with everybody. The love that Christ has for all people compelled him, not some commandment. Evangelism should function from the platform of love. You don’t want to evangelize because you think you will get a reward in heaven. God didn’t love us because he thought he would get some big crown. He loved us because we were lovely to him. 
Gave example of if somebody believed that their skin would keep them warm in -10 degrees temperatures. But if someone came and said put this coat on, that word would save them. Your flesh can’t save you. When you put that coat on, now your faith is alive. - Faith That Saves
· James 2:8 – We’ve put man under bondage to the fruit of the spirit. Man was made for the fruit of the spirit, the fruit of the spirit was made for man. It’s not something we perform, it’s something we experience. It serves us, not the other way around.
Walking in the spirit is walking in what God believes about you and when you do that you are no longer walking after the flesh.
Saying you are just some poor sinner is not being humble. It is walking in the wisdom of Satan. - Experiencing Salvation in Hard Times
· James 2:13 - James says mercy triumphs over judgment. The mercy we see in God’s eyes triumphs over the judgments that come from the world, and the weakness and infirmities that so easily beset us. Mercy purges your conscience from sin. 
Define mercy here or somewhere else???? The Mercy of God isn’t only talking about something God feels. Yes, God feels compassion for you when you’re caught in a fault. But God's mercy isn't just something He feels, it's the tenderness in God's heart being poured out; it’s the pouring out of the very essence of God's being … It’s God emptying Himself to lift you out of the miry clay. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgement 6/1/25
· James 2:14 - When we look at the work that James speaks about it has to work in unison with what faith came to do.
What would be the work that allows faith to reach its perfect conclusion in our life? What role do we play? The work can’t be our good deeds, because those are not what make us right with God. Our works can play no role in establishing our friendship with the godhead. 
The work of faith is that we allow ourselves to be persuaded about what he has revealed to be true about who he is, who we are and the lives we were created to have with one another.
Paul speaks about the children of disobedience – those who refuse to be persuaded is what it means when you look the word up.
What would be the work that would allow faith to do what it came to do? To allow yourself to be persuaded. - The Way God Sees Faith 5/24/15
· James 2:14-25 - James is giving wisdom in how to deal with hard times. 
A hard time is any time when we feel our soul subverted. Doesn’t just have to be money or relationship, or a hard time. It could be when your brother is treating you bad and you want to treat him better. It could be as simple as you not seeing the manifestation of the fruit of the spirit. 
So James outlines the wisdom that has the power to save their souls in hard times. 
When he talks about a faith that saves, it’s not about heaven or hell, it’s about saving your soul from being subverted in hard times.
If we can understand what this faith is supposed to accomplish, we can understand the work and faith that is alive.
Satan comes to accuse us in our hard times. He is attempting to get us to define ourselves in the flesh.
Satan is trying to take us from rest and put our identity on trial. He’s trying to point at us and say we are not a son or daughter. If we think that then we will do what Adam did and try to clothe ourselves. 
Even when Adam tried to clothe himself, he still felt naked. When your soul feels subverted it is similar to feeling naked.
If you feel you lack and honor, then you will get busy trying to get honor and will lack rest. This only brings forth the life called death. This is Satan’s whole plan of taking us from rest. Not just to get us busy but because it will bring forth his type of life which is death. If you don’t feel you have lack, you will find rest. 
James is not trying to get people busy doing works.
God isn’t the one tempting you but He will use that to reinforce your belief in Christ and who you are in Christ. That is how we can count it all joy when our soul is subverted. Jesus’ soul was subverted but he didn’t do like Adam did and try to clothe himself. He believed the Father would clothe Him. And who was there to tempt Him? - Experiencing Salvation in Hard Times
· James 2:17 - Show me your faith without works – you can say you have faith, but if you are not continuing in the word that God has declared about you in Christ, then you don’t have the works. - Understanding the Word James Said Justified Abraham

· James 2:17-26 - Many preachers want to believe in a doctrine and if the scriptures don’t line up with their doctrine, they want to throw out the scriptures. Scriptures interrupt scriptures. That is what happens in the book of James. He is setting before them life and death and telling them to choose life. 
The work to be done is to choose the life, not to produce the life. To hear the word about what life is and then choose it.
Adam and Eve didn’t have the Bible, Christ and Him crucified, but we want to blame them. Here we are doing the same thing they did. And then we get angry at them. And it’s like they are saying at least we didn’t know, saying at least we didn’t know about the cross. The burden of sin should not be on them because we would have done the same thing. 
All good things come from the Father of Lights. The way God determined you would get these things is by hearing the word. 
What is the rest of God? God is at rest in who you are. Why is it laborious to enter into that rest? Because the world keeps telling us how unsatisfactory we are. The man who enters into the rest of what God thinks about him, his rest is sweet. 
Jesus is the manifestation of the strength of God. God has divorced us from the type of life where we try to earn glory and honor ourselves. God says let me clothe you with my strength. Same thing that happened when Adam and Eve sinned. God clothed them. 
James is taking an axe to the root of their wisdom. It was unable to produce joy, contentment and rest in who they are. That’s why their faith was dead. It was unable to bring forth a manifestation of the light in them. - The Work of Faith
· James 2:21 - Greg’s Literal Translation (GLT) – was not Abraham justified our father, justified as the father of many nations, as the father of all them who will believe by the work of continuing in the word God declared to him, that said his sufficiency be the father of many nations, was of God of his strength and not the strength of the flesh at the time on the mountain when he offered Isaac his son upon the altar.
Much easier to see spirit in the translation above. The reason why James said when Abe offered Isaac is because of what it meant. He was not trying to make himself the father of many nations. That is when he did not enlist the strength of his flesh.
When we come from legalist backgrounds, we tend to think grace is a law now. Saying you won’t do anything, etc. You still do things, but not to prove your own glory and honor. There is freedom in that for you. 
Greater Works You Will Do Than I – the greatest miracle is the life of God being born in people and the Holy spirit living in them. That is what we are able to do now. Now when we preach the same word Jesus preached the holy spirit can be born in people. Not a person that heard Jesus preach was filled with the holy spirit. - What is Perfect Faith
· James 2:21-23 - When James talked about Abe’s perfect faith, it was not of an outward action. His faith became perfected when he believed upon the strength of God to make Him the father of many nations. 
God added the letter to Abram’s name that meant grace. 
Walking before God is the work that Abraham did and walking before God meant continuing in the word that God declared about him. 
Satan wanted to have kids as well, but God won the fight. Greg compared it to when Matt Damon got the girl’s number in Good Will Hunting and said how you like dem apples ☺
Your sufficiency to believe is not even from you. God convinced Abraham to believe. Abraham could have refused to believe. Same with us. We can refuse if we want. God influences your heart to a certain persuasion and the persuasion is called faith. We don’t try to have faith. All we do is continue in the word God has declared about us in Christ.
God does not desire for us to have the kind of life that Satan brings. When we continue in the word it brings forth God’s kind of life. - Understanding the Word James Said Justified Abraham
· James 2:21-23 - James says Abraham was justified by works on the mount, and then he describes the work that justified Abraham by saying as it is written Abraham believed God, which means Abraham was persuaded by God.
 
Notice it doesn't say Abraham's faith was made perfect. What it says is faith was made perfect. The word faith there is a noun not a verb, and if you look at the word used for faith in verse 21 it’s not the same word used for believed in verse 23. It's two different words. The word translated believed in verse 23 is a verb and it means to be persuaded by something, and the word used for faith in verse 21 is a noun and it means the gospel truth itself.

James says seest thou how the gospel truth itself together with Abraham allowing himself to be persuaded, and because Abraham was persuaded faith was made perfect? Faith, that is the word of truth itself, was able to have its perfect work in Abraham, by making him the father of many nations, because He allowed himself to be persuaded.

Abraham was justified, not in the act of offering Isaac, he was justified because he allowed himself to be persuaded that God would not allow corruption to come upon the promised seed. He committed Isaac’s life into the hands of God. He was justified because he continued in the word that God would not allow the death in the world to overcome the promised seed. As Jesus says in John 8 Abraham saw my day and rejoiced.

If we look at Rahab the harlot. Was she not justified by works? And what was the work that justified her? Rahab heard the stories about the God of Israel, and how the strength of His right hand was greater than the strength in man’s hand. She heard the power to be saved from destruction and inherit the blessing of life was contained in the grace of God and not the arm of the flesh. Rahab wasn’t a forgetful hearer, she was a doer of the word. She didn’t look into the word about how she could be liberated from destruction and forget what she had heard. She continued in the word of liberty. Just as it says she placed a crimson chord outside her window testifying that her trust was in the blood of God's lamb. Do you see how the word she heard was made full of power to save her from destruction because she allowed herself to be persuaded by what she heard and she continued in that word?

Not to disparage Abraham but Abraham was a forgetful hearer initially. He heard that God was his shield and his buckler and his exceedingly great reward. But he didn’t continue in that word, he tried to make himself fruitful through the strength of the flesh. He believed God existed but he wasn't fully persuaded by the faith. He didn't continue in the measure of faith God gave him as a gift. He didn't continue in the perfect law of liberty. When he thought of how he could be exceedingly fruitful he considered the life he had in himself instead of the life God has in Himself, and that's how he had Ishmael. That is faith without works.  

Now what happened to Abraham in between the time he fornicated with his own strength and had Ishmael, is he stopped considering the deadness in his flesh and the deadness in Sarah’s womb and he glorified God instead. He considered the strength of God's life to preserve the promised seed. That's the work that justified Abe on the mount. That is the work that caused Abe to be revealed as the Father of all those who would later believe on the promised seed.

The obedience of Abraham is he was obedient to the faith. As Paul says his apostleship was for obedience to the faith. To be obedient to the faith is that God has declared the faith to all people in Jesus and rather than refusing to be persuaded and hardening your heart. What happens is you allow your heart to be persuaded by the faith. Abraham’s obedience is he allowed his heart to be persuaded that God was his friend. He believed God would preserve the promised seed and bless him with life and immortality by raising Jesus from the dead never to be able to die again, and that persuaded him that God was his friend. - Father Abraham 7/18/21

· James 3:17 - The mercy we see in God’s eyes triumphs over the judgments that come from the world, and the weakness and infirmities that so easily beset us. Mercy purges your conscience from sin. 

Define mercy here or somewhere else???? The Mercy of God isn’t only talking about something God feels. Yes, God feels compassion for you when you’re caught in a fault. But God's mercy isn't just something He feels, it's the tenderness in God's heart being poured out; it’s the pouring out of the very essence of God's being … It’s God emptying Himself to lift you out of the miry clay. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgement 6/1/25

· James 4:7 - You can read verses like these, and if you don’t know the context, you can go away thinking resisting sin is about using your willpower to not do something bad. 

The resisting of sin is a passive action. What I mean by that is something else is doing the work in you, and you are the beneficiary of that work. It’s very much like the concept of passive income in our society. You are the beneficiary of something that is working on your behalf to earn income. 

It’s the same way with resisting sin. It’s the grace of God that resists in us. The apostle Paul says he labored more abundantly than all the other apostles yet it wasn't him that was performing the work, he says it was the grace of God that was working in him. Paul’s much laboring was a passive action. It wasn't his own strength that was doing the work. He was the beneficiary of the work of God. - Help 4/3/22

· James 4:8 - Most teach James from a platform of the very thing that James is coming against. 
Submitting to God – submit yourself to God. How do you do that? Accept the glory and honor He has given you as a free gift. Don’t seek to establish your own glory and honor. It’s not a life of being a slave. Worship somebody by believing what they believe. Say you’re right God, I am full of glory and honor. Satan did not submit to God. He rejected the glory and honor given to him. Satan said he will establish his own glory and honor. Submitting to God is a joyful thing. It’s not about selling all of your possessions. 
Resisting the devil means resisting the wisdom born from Him. Resist the devil by resisting to exalt yourself by your own self effort. We resist the same way Jesus did. Satan didn’t tempt Jesus with beer or a prostitute or to kill anyone. He tempted Jesus to adopt His wisdom. 
It is a beautiful thing to live your life from passion and not from lack. 
Be content with your glory and honor and trust God to exalt you. He has lifted you up. Don’t ask for something from God out of lack but because you want to enjoy it. Don’t let it be from you trying to establish your own glory and honor. - Rich in Faith – Oct 2013
· James 4:13-16 - When you pay your vows to God, you’re not swearing to do something for God. What you’re doing is swearing by God's name. You’re making your boast in God, and His faithfulness and grace to exalt you unto His life. - The Sacrifice of Thanksgiving 12/1/24
1 Peter
· 1 Peter 1:12 – which things the angels desired to look into // the word desire means to think about a thing, to long for, lust after, to set them apart upon. The angels that didn’t rebel against God desired to look into the glory of God. The angels that rebelled against God covet what man has been given in Christ. 
Satan was filled with envy and that is what caused him to be a murderer, - Why Man Needs To Be Saved 4/19/2015
· 1 Peter 2:21 - Faith is not blind. It's not well we don’t really know what’s going on but we just have to believe. That’s not faith, that's willpower.

Faith is the word about the Father’s love for the world. It’s the revelation of the Father’s promise to decorate mankind in His life. It’s the revelation of what is in the Father’s heart towards all people. And it comes to persuade people that God is their friend. That He is with us to be an advocate for our life; He is with us to justify us from the accusations of the evil one; to comfort us from our affliction; that He can only ever be good to us; that the only thing He has in Himself to give us is eternal life. 

Faith translation ... 1 Peter 2:21 says And even unto this (incorruptible) life (that we see in Christ) are you called (His sons): because Christ also suffered (death and injustice) for us, (authoring) for us the faith (which He had toward the Father), so that you (being persuaded by the certainty of the same) would follow after His footsteps: 

Faith came in the person of Jesus to create us in the same image we see in Christ Jesus. It came to cloth our mortal bodies with the immortality of God. It came to give birth to the same life in us that we see in Jesus. And the way it does this is it makes God known to us. It shows us God is in our midst to be our God. It shows us the heart of God and how His desire is unto us; it shows us God's heart is filled with a desire to Father His life in us, and He doesn’t want or require our works.

The faith that came in Jesus persuades us of the goodness in God's heart towards us by revealing to us what it is that God intends to do with our lives, even should He find us dead in our sin. - Faith Came 12/6/20

· 1 Peter 5:7 – Jesus didn’t have to use self power to cast His cares, He had a persuasion in His heart that happened naturally, not by gritting his teeth. 
Casting your cares just means coming to the Father with your concerns, not our self effort to cast them. 
What will cause us to cast our cares on Him is knowing how much God cares for us. Knowing how precious we are to the Father, that He desires to bring forth life and He is faithful to do it, His integrity to only be good to us. 
The Father is not scrutinizing you saying well if you just read your Bible or came to church, etc….it’s not dependent on you. 
Just because you think of something doesn’t mean you are troubled, but when you become worried then it is a burden. - Freedom From The Cares Of The World 3/29/15
2nd Peter
· 2 Peter 1:4 – God wants to help us escape believing we can get life through this world. - N/A
· 2 Peter 1:9 - If someone lacks Godly qualities it’s because they have forgotten they were forgiven. If we want people to do more, and be more godly, remind them they have been forgiven.
A person who knows they have been forgiven much, loves much. The more you realize how much you have been forgiven, the more you love. This is not elementary. This is the power of the Gospel.
Jesus is the high priest after the order of Melchizadek. It is an order of blessing, not cursing. Can look him up in Genesis 14. We are under a priesthood of blessing. 
3k were killed when the old covenant came, 3k were saved when the new covenant came.
Jesus translates the word fear of the lord in the OT to worship. Fear of the Lord just means worshipping Him. Worshipping him means to believe what he believes. Forgiveness causes fear of the Lord.
Don’t let forgiveness be out of sight and out of mind. Remind yourself. We need to hear we are righteous.
Can we produce anything greater than God’s holiness? No. The sacrifice was greater than all the sins. He was consumed with the wrath of God but still there because His atonement was more than our sins. Way more. That’s why we have forgiveness. He visited all of those sins onto Jesus on the cross. That’s where they were judged. - Forgiveness: The Power of The Gospel
· 2 Peter 1:1-9 - We’ve made forgiveness about God being mad at us and that strips it of its power. Peter said if anyone has been purged from sin.
God has never confused who you are with what you do. When this happens you will be made whole. This is what salvation means, to make whole. The power to make us whole is found in forgiveness. Forgiveness is the action of God to make man whole again.
Being made whole is not talking about how God views you. 
2 Pet 1:1-9 – He who does not find these things born in him has forgotten that their sins were purged. Peter was teaching what gives birth to the life of God in people and what can act as a stumbling block to people experiencing the life of God.
Peter was giving us almost a mandate of what message to preach. 
How can forgetting that we were forgiven cause us to be lacking in the manifestation of God’s life in us? First define sin, trusting in the works of our own hands to be pleasing to God. This is propagated through the belief that you are what you do, and you are what the world says about you. 
The fruit of the spirit is not something for us to do. It is something that God said “boy wouldn’t it be great if man could experience what I experience”
Immediately after Jesus gave up His ghost the veil was torn. Why did this happen? Because it was the death of the man that was established in the flesh. It was the man who knew themselves according to what they had and did that was separating us from God, which kept us full of fear.
If you see people not experiencing God’s life don’t come at them with a word about what they are not and what they should do. Come to them with a word about how pleased God is with them, how forgiven they are, etc. 
Jesus became what we thought about ourselves on the cross. So that we could behold ourselves in Him, so that that lie could be blown up and destroyed. In order so that picture could be destroyed. So this new picture could be a lamp unto our darkness. He entered our darkness. He became the image we had of ourselves. That made it impossible for anybody of us to trust God with our life. He destroyed our history and became our history. This was so we could have something for us to believe on. This is the picture God paints of us. - Entering The Holiest Place 3/1/2015
· 2 Peter 1:19 – we have a more sure word of prophecy. These letters were written to the Jews. He’s saying I know we had the prophets but we have been given a more sure word, that word is Christ. Why? Because Christ is the revealing of the prophecy. If you can see who Christ is in the NT, it becomes easier to find Him in the OT.
Test the word people give you. Don’t just assume that if somebody knows something about you they are from God. Gave example of Andy telling about the woman who’s husband died and then a guy came up and read her mail but he was a devil worshiper.
The people in the Bible who knew who God were were all unlearned except for Paul and Paul had to unlearn everything that he had learned. 
When you interrupt the Bible through laws it prevents you from knowing Jesus. Count that stuff as dung.
God is also in Christ. He also looks at Christ to see who He is. Christ is also who we look to to see who we are. Something Greg hasn’t wrapped his head around he said but he knows it’s true. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 1
· 2nd Peter 3:9 - Long suffering of God …. 2nd Peter 3:9 equates the long suffering of God to Him not wanting any to perish …. Anyone who believed in God's goodness could have gotten in that arc. The baptism of God; the sealing in Himself was available to all who wanted the light. 

The scripture says Noah was a preacher of righteousness … it took Noah 120 years to build the arc, and in building the arc he was declaring the righteousness of God to save … psalm 40 tells us a preacher of righteousness is someone who comes and stands in the midst of the earth declaring the goodness and faithfulness of God to save mankind from destruction. Noah was declaring the baptism of God. He was preaching so the people would be immersed in God, in the arc, and they be sealed within and without by God, and inherit an earth washed clean from all death and suffering.

Peter says Noah and the 8 were saved by the flood …. Water is a sign of baptism …. Baptism is a washing by water …. Its cleanses from the filthiness of the flesh. The filthiness of the flesh isn’t talking about bad behavior; it’s talking about death in the flesh; the high priest would go through a lot of washings to go into the holiest place; it was about being cleansed from death in the flesh. Leprosy was a sign of death in the flesh; filthiness of the flesh. The cleansing of leprosy was a sign of God cleansing people from death in the flesh, by immersing them in His life. - The Road to Emmaus 7/15/24

1rst John

Commentary 

· The background of 1 John – he was talking about eternal life and how to get it. The people were talking about getting eternal life through using their ability to produce God’s fruit…they said there is no such thing as sin but only flesh and spirit…you look within and only do that which is good and you can have eternal life through that…like Buddha…John comes in and says the only way to eternal life is to believe in Jesus and have His spirit dwelling in you. - Did God Kill Herod? 6/7
Scriptures

· 1 John 1:3 – that which was from the beginning, which we have heard, seen with our eyes, the light was manifested and we have seen, this we declare unto you that you might have fellowship with us and him // he’s not just talking about us having eternal life, but a kind of life he saw manifested between Jesus and the father
John says God is love. He’s not just saying that in a singular sense of God, he’s talking about the plural form of God, the God head, the trinity. El Homin, the plural form of God, literally means the divine one. 
The definition of this life called love can be found in the description in Gal 5:22 where Paul lists the fruit of the spirit. There is always love, joy, peace, kindness, long suffering, etc., in the midst of it. Both are filled with joy when they think of the other one, see the other one, etc. A life where the father believes in the son and son believes in the father. 
We partake of this fellowship by abiding in Jesus. But we abide in the him, the anointing in him that contains the wisdom and truth revealed in Jesus, caused us to have fellowship with the son thru the spirit, it caused us to have intimacy with the father as well, and this began to cause us to think ourselves as son, and have relationship with the Father as son and experience God is love. This is called trinity dynamics. 
The wisdom of God was made flesh in Jesus. This wisdom ascended the right hand of God, seated above any other word about you or what the Father thinks about you. This declared this word is the only word about you. This declared your freedom from sin because there is a human being that reps you seated at the right hand of God. - Walking in the Cool of the day
· 1 John 1:3 - We have intimacy with the Father; we are able to know God as Father through Him having manifested Himself and His life in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. It’s through the life that manifested in Jesus we are able to know God as Father. The word that was made flesh in the resurrection of Jesus gives us intimacy with the Father because it's the manifestation of everlasting Father. - Everlasting Father 4/17/22 - Easter

· 1 John 1:3 - Intimacy with the Father is to be intimate with His life. 

Jesus is the Christ. To be the Christ means you are the anointed One. The Father anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the fulness of the life He has in Himself, with the intent that through Jesus, He could pour out His Spirit on all flesh and anoint us with His incorruptible life.

The Father manifested His life in Jesus so it could be a light to us, telling us He loves us just as much as He loves Jesus. The life that manifested in Jesus leads us into intimacy with the Father’s love. It lights up our lives with the Father’s love. It's through intimacy with the life we see in Jesus we are immersed in the Father’s love. In our eyes being fixed upon the life the Father manifested in the Son, overcoming death in his flesh, we are immersed in the love of God. It anchors us in the Father’s love ...... It purifies our hearts from the life that is of the world and the fear that is contained in the life that is of the world. 

The love of God is found in walking in His life. Walking in the light is to dwell in the Father’s love on account of walking in His life. If we look at Jesus, the reason he was fully persuaded of His Sonship. The reason his life was shaped by the Father’s love for him is because He walked in the light of the Father’s life. - Looking For Love In All The Wrong Places 3/14/21

· 1 John 1:3 -  Our fellowship with the Father is built around the word of life that manifested in Christ Jesus. It’s built around the fact that God has given us His life. Crying out Abba is to commune with the Father concerning His life, and how His life is your strength; it’s to commune with Father about the substance of the life you share with Him. How there's no spots and blemishes in this life, it can’t be corrupted by moth and rust. Crying out Abba is to connect with the Father concerning the life He gave you in Jesus. It’s to have communion with Him, it’s to talk with Him about the life you share together, how it makes everything crooked straight, how it fills all things, how it’s not at the mercy of this world and this system of this world, how this life isn’t subject to human weakness and doesn’t need human strength to be made manifest. Crying out Abba is to fellowship with Father around the life you share with Him, and how that life brings wholeness, and heals our flesh. - Dwelling in the Presence of the Father 7/9/23

· 1 John 1:5 - He goes on to say there is no fear in love because fear has torment. 

Now if there’s no fear in love and God is love that means there’s also no fear in God. It means there’s nothing in God that can make a person feel afraid. The only way a person can feel afraid of God is if they aren't seeing Him according to the truth of who and what He is. - Fearing God 3/15/20

· 1 John 1:6  - The devil wants to make your eye sick so your body becomes decorated in the fruit of his death. The way he tries to make your eye sick is by filling your sight with the death that's in the world. A sick eye is an eye that is filled with death. The Devil wants to use the death and the tribulation and the injustices in the world to sting your heart with fear and darken your understanding with the carnal mind.

The carnal mind makes it to where a person cannot comprehend that God is with them to be a Shepherd to their lives. It makes it to where a person cannot see that God has taken thought of them and taken thought to care for their life above all they can ask or think. 

The carnal mind is a mind so captivated with the fear of death that it leaves a person in the place where all they can think of is their own working to gather life to themselves. It cannot comprehend the work of God so it leaves a person in the place where the burden of seeing life manifested is on them. - The Work of God 8/1/21

· 1 John 8-10 – if we say we have no sin, then we deceive ourselves. Isn’t that what the false prophets said? John is explaining to them that their doctrine is false. He is not talking to Christians, he is talking to people who are not saved. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful to cleanse us….who is he talking to again? The false prophets who said there was no sin. The word confess is used here as to acknowledge. If you can’t confess you are sinner, you can’t be saved. John is not talking to somebody who has already confessed Jesus as their savior. 
So, we as believers don’t need to confess every single offense and get it under the blood, etc. If you say that then you are saying that your sin is greater than the cross. No way is anything I could do be greater than what the finished work of the cross did. Doesn’t it sound ridiculous to say my sin is greater than what Jesus did? What if you did something awesome, did a bunch of good deeds. What if you said look what I did, what I did is greater than what Jesus did? Same thing. This is ridiculous. 
It’s horrible to think every little sin you make is keeping you from God. 
It’s a big thing in sports to pound your chest. You are saying your sin is bigger than Jesus. Imagine if he added that in there. Imagine them saying we must confess our sins because our sins are greater than Jesus. 
Condemnation perpetuates sin. People don’t feel like overcomers when they are condemned. 
Jesus was a preacher of righteousness. That is what he preached. The acceptable year of the Lord. 
When we think we have to confess our sins, it’s like us offering a sacrifice. If we think that we are thinking that our confession is atoning for our sin. There is one atonement. One offering. 
Hebrews 4:10 (think so, need to double check) – one offering, the perfect offering. What did it do for us? It perfected forever those who accept it. - The Truth About 1 John 1:9
· 1 John 1:9 - Why are we so sin conscious? The teaching has been corrupted. The devil wanted to do everything he could to pervert the message so we don’t know the benefits of the cross. How does he do it? He can’t convince us that Jesus is not the son of God and that he didn’t die on the cross. One of the ways he does this is to get us to focus on our sin. 
One of the most condemning scriptures that really condemned Greg. There is freedom if we can get a whole of the fact that our conscience is free.
The books of John are some of the most misunderstood books in the Bible. 
Was led to the background of John when studying this. These books were written well after the Gospels and Paul’s books. All his books were probably written within a few months.
John’s gospel is much different from the others. Greg started studying what was going on when John wrote his letters. The perversion was trying to take over the true Gospel. They were spreading a perversion of the truth to lead people away from Christ. John’s books were written to come against these lies.
John’s Gospel is all about Jesus’ divinity. 
Some of the things they were promoting: Christ did not come in the flesh. Jesus was not the son of God. Sin does not exist. They didn’t believe there was any sin to be saved from. They believed that you didn’t have to confess Jesus and need a savior. One of the primary things that people were teaching is that they were sinless. 
If any scripture contradicts what the finished work of Jesus did, then it is misunderstood. 
The Gnostics taught that God created Jesus, which is why John says from the beginning…
Jesus had to become a man for anything he did to be binding over everybody else. To say Jesus didn’t come in the flesh is to say that he didn’t do anything for us. 
If you open a letter addressed to somebody else, you probably won’t understand the context. For example, Greg had a friend in the Marines that would write him letters. He didn’t say in that letter I’m a Marine. If we didn’t know that, we wouldn’t understand the context. We wouldn’t know where he’s at and what he’s addressing. - N/A

· 1 John 1:12-13 – born not of blood but of God /// John is saying we are born from above and born from God. The Message version helps us understand the KJ version ☺. Whoever believed what He said, He made them to be their true selves. When we are born again we become our true selves. We are children of God not servants of God.
We can look at earthly birth and see the kind of intimacy God wants to connect us to in the born from above experience. The mother feels it much more than the baby does. Our experience pales in comparison to what God feels when He gave birth to us. That’s how he wants you to know him. 
How many parents make their kids give them some money before they give their child food? If it doesn’t make sense in a human relationship, it doesn’t make sense in our relationship with God.
God’s identity comes from his being not from his doing. 
Everything in your life comes from a belief. If you can’t believe what your true identity is then you can’t make use of the benefits that come from being born from above. 
Gave Seinfeld example when talking about lineage – said episode where Kramer was betting on a horse, said it’s raining, other guy said his father and mother were mudders…that horse won. That’s how God wants us to think of ourselves, who is our father? He wants us to determine our traits from our divine genealogy. 
David didn’t come from a pure bloodline – Ruth was a gentile, Solomon was the offspring of an adulteress affair that required stoning. God is laughing in the face of righteousness by obeying the commandments. 
In Mark there is no genealogy of Jesus. He is portrayed as the servant of man in Mark. Jews didn’t record the genealogy of servants….just an interesting fact. - The Proof Of Your Identity
· 1 John 2:1-2 - Propitiation and atonement speaks of what God has done to atone for sin and to bring reconciliation between Himself and man and restoring the platform where man can experience His presence.
Thayer's definition of propitiation – covering, atoning sacrifice
Jesus is the propitiation for SIN not God’s anger. Sin is a noun here, a thing he is talking about. 
Sin punishes people with death, not God. Jesus is the atonement of sin in that He absorbed the death that sin brought to mankind on the cross.
The only motivation God had on the cross was to atone for us and not punish us.
God didn’t have a lust for death. Gave example of kids playing games with a ball and when they don’t play the way he wants them to play he takes his ball and leaves. That’s not how God is. Also, if you have a brother and your dad takes his anger out on him…that will make you afraid of your dad regardless of who deserved it.
We never needed to be set free from God. We had to be set free from sin. - Is Atonement the Punishment or Favor of God?
· 1 John 2:1-6 - One of the most important things in our lives and our lives with God is what we believe about the sacrifice of Jesus. Jesus is the word made flesh. There is a word being made flesh at the cross about God. Whatever way we interpret that word will shape our lives with God and what we think of God. 

How did Jesus walk? In John 15:10 Jesus says he abided in the word of the Father’s love. Jesus walked in the word of the Father’s goodness towards him. He abided in the word that the Father could only ever be good to Him, and was only ever filled with lovingkindness towards Him. That even should the Father find him dead in sin, the Father would not leave him for dead but would fill him with the wine of His life and make a place for him to dwell in His house for all eternity.

Keeping the commandment of Jesus: The commandment of Jesus is the revelation of the Father and the love in His heart for the world. Jesus says in John 12 he is not come to declare himself but he is come to reveal the Father, even as the Father has given him commandment. Jesus goes on to say in John that the commandment the Father has given him is unto everlasting life. Then in John 17 Jesus says eternal life is founded in knowing God as the one who will Father His life in you free from your works. 

The account of the woman caught in the act of adultery is a perfect picture of the commandment of Jesus. Jesus is there in the midst of the temple revealing the Father. He is there revealing that God is not the thief that is stealing from us and killing us and destroying us because we sinned. He is revealing God is with you in the midst of your sin to be a Father to your life. He is with you to defend your name and defend your honor. He is with you to send the sin in the world away from you as far as the east is from the west. He is with you to remove the death that was condemning you. He is with you to justify you from the accusation of the evil one. He is with you to Father His life in you free from your works because of the love He feels in His heart when He looks upon you.

That is the commandment of Jesus, and the way you keep his commandment is by calling upon the name of the Lord. The way you keep the commandment is by allowing God to Father His life in you. 

The word propitiation means an appeasing of something or an atonement or a restoration from something. 

What’s happened is the serpent has gotten it right to inject his poison into much of the church’s doctrine concerning propitiation. Propitiation is often times portrayed as Jesus appeasing God's anger over our sin instead of being portrayed as Jesus appeasing God's desire to love us out of death and into His life. 

1 John 2:2 quite clearly says Jesus is the propitiation for sin not God's anger. 1st John 4:10 goes on to say propitiation is about God loving sinners not Him being angry with sinners when it says “In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son as a propitiation for our sins.

Jesus is the appeasement or the satisfaction or that which restores us from our sin. The apostle Paul says the wages of sin is death. So Jesus is the appeasing or that which satisfies and restores us from the death that was reigning over us because of sin. 

God was propitious towards mankind. He desired to be good to us. He had a burning in His bones to love you with all his heart and all soul and all His strength ...... He saw we were being held captive by death. He saw Satan had the power of death ... and had the keys to hades and had locked us in ... 

God says how can I restore mankind from their sin. How can I release them from the death that is holding them. How can I give them the keys to the kingdom of heaven so they have free access to my life and my immortality. The love of God for all people was made flesh in the man Christ Jesus ... Jesus came and took the death sin was punishing us with into his body on the cross and has overcome the grave. He was cleansed from death once for all time by the power of the Fathers love for the world.

We have an advocate with the Father. John isn't saying we need an advocate to represent us to the Father. He’s saying our advocate is seated at the right hand of the Father. John is saying we have an advocate according to the Father’s Will .... The Father wanted to be an advocate for us against the death that is shadowing the world so He sent Jesus Christ the righteous to condemn the death that was holding us captive.

We live in a world that is shadowed by death. That death is all the time wanting to uncover our nakedness and work condemnation in our hearts. Jesus is our propitiation, Jesus is our mercy seat. Jesus is the place where we can see God's eyes have always been full of mercy towards us. We see Jesus and we see we have an advocate in the Father. We see the Father has bound death once for all time in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.

Propitiation is about God being our advocate against death. It's about God wanting to purify our hearts from fear. We see Jesus is sinless, cleansed from the wound of death, never to be able to be touched by death or corruption again. And we see as Jesus is now, so are we in this world. If Jesus has been cleansed from sin then so have we. We see that even though we do not yet see our flesh glorified with God’s life. We know that now we are the Sons of God, we know that when we see Jesus we will see the same life and immortality in our bodies that we see in Jesus. This revelation works to keep our hearts pure from the fear that's in the world because of death. It perfects the love of God in our hearts. And the gates of death. The death that's in the world cannot prevail against us. It can no longer fill our hearts with fear because we know we are sinless, cleansed from death, even as Jesus is! Glory to God.

Jesus is not only the appeasing of our sin and the sin of the world. He satisfied God's desire to love us. Jesus is the propitiation for the Father’s love for the world. That’s why the sacrifice of Jesus is a sweet smelling savor to the Lord. That’s why Isaiah says God shall see Jesus bruised by the serpent on the cross and shall be satisfied. - Jesus is the Propitiation for the Fathers Love for the World 5/16/21

· 1 John 2:7 - The new covenant isn't God making a different promise. It’s the Father, Son, and Spirit bringing to light the promise that's been from the beginning. It's called the new covenant because the promise that's been from the beginning, that Moses saw from afar in the law, has been brought to light, and we see the substance of the promise in Jesus. The power death had over us has been abolished. God manifested Himself in human flesh, bringing immortality to light.

It’s called the new covenant to declare that the first covenant is old and ready to pass away on account of the promise that was foreshadowed there having manifested in the body of Jesus Christ. - Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something True 8/21/22

· 1 John 2:15 - The cross is the foundation from where we have intimacy with the Father and His life. You can't experience the life of God without first laying down; taking no thought of the life you can gain from the world. Seeing your life as being held in the world and the things of the world and what happens in the world is a stumbling block to intimacy with the father and his life. Identifying with the life that's in the world. Thinking the care your life needs is found in the world. Beholding your life in the world and what happens to you in the world, and what you have in the world is a stumbling block to experiencing the life that manifested in Christ. - The Way of Jesus - 11/27/22

· 1 John 2:16 -  When we encounter tribulation in the world. When we see we are beset by corruption. It's the equivalent of what happened with Adam in the garden when his nakedness was uncovered. We see the corruption and our hearts know it’s evil and inconsistent with life, and we feel as if we are naked, not having what we need to partake of a righteous life.

Satan tries to use the knowledge of good and evil against us. He uses our knowledge that corruption and death are evil and contrary to life to uncover our nakedness. He knows we want life. He knows if he can get us to see our lives as intertwined with the world our souls will be agitated, a lust for life will be conceived in our hearts, and the motion of laboring will be excited in us.

Satan wants to compel us to take up our own life. He wants to get us to pick up the sword and try to gather peace and love and joy to ourselves. He points to the corruption in the world and in our lives to try and get us to judge ourselves and our lives and God's righteousness towards us by the fruit of death we see in the world and in our lives. He wants to take us from rest. He wants to get us to look to our ability to perfect the world and its systems, and perfect the lives we have in the world in order to establish that which is righteous.

That’s the equivalent of Adam trying to cloth himself. That’s the pride of life, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes the apostle John talks about in 1st John. We desire life, we see the good we can gain from the world and think it looks good to be able to feed us with life, and then we enlist the strength in our hand to try and clothe ourselves with the peace and the love and the joy we long for through the good we can heap unto ourselves in the world. 

If you want to do something as Nike would say “just do it” because you want to, rather than look to what you are doing as the food that can feed you with the peace and the love and joy you want.

Now God hasn’t left us alone to resist temptation ourselves. He’s not allowing us to be tempted as some form of a test. The letter of James says God can't be tempted neither does He tempt anyone. - Deliverance From Temptation 2/28/21

· 1 John 2:28 – so that when he shall appear we may have confidence /// We were bearing the shame of Adam and Eve. We felt God didn’t love us. Satan wants you to look at yourself to bring forth the fruit of the spirit so that we can feel shame, Jesus has redeemed us from this lie. Satan knew he couldn’t do anything to God so he went about trying to shame his image, and God went about glorifying us so the image and likeness of God could never be marred again. 
There is no accusation that can come against Jesus, so there is no accusation that can come against us. - Redemption
· 1 John 2:28 – 1 John 3:3 – abide in Him, so when he shall appear  we won’t have fear…now we are the sons of God…we know when he appears we shall be like him….// this is talking about the same thing that happened with Herod. - Did God Kill Herod? 6/7

· 1 John 3:1 - When John says what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us he’s talking about Jesus. He’s talking about the word of life that manifested in the resurrection of Jesus. John is talking about the Father pouring out of Himself the Spirit of His life on all flesh through Jesus. 

Remember John began this letter by saying that which was from the beginning, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life. 

The word of life is that the Father has a life in Himself that overcomes death in the flesh and the death that’s in the world, and He has given us that life as a gift in the man Jesus. 

What manner of love the Father has bestowed on us that He has poured out on all flesh the life He has in Himself. What manner of love the Father must feel for us that He has given us of Himself a life that overcomes death in the flesh, and overcomes the tribulation in the world. What manner of love is it this guy must have for us that He has come and given us His most precious gift, His very life and immortality.

We judge the value of something by how rare it is. The fewer there is of something the more valuable we say it is. Well God is the only immortal. He is the only one possessing immortality. He is the only one possessing a life that can overcome death. Think of the value God sees in you if He has come and gifted you with His most precious possession. 

The life that manifested in Jesus and overcame death in his flesh, is a light to all people because it reveals the love the Fathers has in His heart for us.  

1st John 1 says our intimacy is with the Son and through the Son with the Father. Intimacy with the Father is to be intimate with His life. 

Jesus is the Christ. To be the Christ means you are the anointed One. The Father anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the fulness of the life He has in Himself, with the intent that through Jesus, He could pour out His Spirit on all flesh and anoint us with His incorruptible life.

The Father manifested His life in Jesus so it could be a light to us, telling us He loves us just as much as He loves Jesus. The life that manifested in Jesus leads us into intimacy with the Father’s love. It lights up our lives with the Father’s love. It's through intimacy with the life we see in Jesus we are immersed in the Father’s love. In our eyes being fixed upon the life the Father manifested in the Son, overcoming death in his flesh, we are immersed in the love of God. It anchors us in the Father’s love ...... It purifies our hearts from the life that is of the world and the fear that is contained in the life that is of the world. 

The love of God is found in walking in His life. Walking in the light is to dwell in the Father’s love on account of walking in His life. If we look at Jesus, the reason he was fully persuaded of His Sonship. The reason his life was shaped by the Father’s love for him is because He walked in the light of the Father’s life. - Looking For Love In All The Wrong Places 3/14/21

· 1 John 3:1 - John was awestruck by the love God has for us because he saw God conquered death in the flesh and gave us of Himself His indestructible life in Jesus. That's fear and trembling. John was in awe; he was awestruck to the point of stillness on account of the love He saw God has for us. - Be Fruitful & Multiply 2/19/23

· 1 John. 3:1-8 - The context here is a person's heart being purified from fear. In the next chapter John talks about the fear that was in our hearts being replaced with the love of God. Jesus is pure, meaning he has no death in him. He was raised up in glorified immortal flesh that can never be touched by death again. Everyone who has the surety that this same life will manifest in them is purified from fear by that certainty. 

When John talks about the Son of God being manifested, he’s talking about the Father having brought Jesus forth from the grave in glorified immortal human flesh that can never die or taste weakness again. 

How does that destroy the works of the devil?

Jesus says in John 8:44 the devil was a murderer from the beginning. The Devil wants to uncover death in your sight so he can sting your heart with fear. He wants to stain your conscience with a life that is perishable and full of death and corruption so he can fill your hearts with fear and cause you to take upon yourself the burden of manifesting life. - The Work of God 8/1/21

· 1 John 3:2 - By the faith revealed in Jesus Christ we see the testimony of what we are now and what we will be ….. By faith we see the honor and acceptance and approval in the world is vanity …. By faith we see we are God’s workmanship, and He is creating us in the image of what we see in Christ Jesus. And as the apostle John says in 1st John, even though it’s not yet seen what we shall be, we see Jesus, and we know we are Sons of God, and as Jesus is now so are we in this world. By faith we see ourselves in him and him in us. By faith, the faith revealed in Jesus Christ, we see we are approved in the Father’s sight; that we stand before him blameless, without spot or blemish, fully embraced.  - Found In His Likeness 3/16/25

· 1 John 3:8 - When John talks about the son of God being manifested he’s not talking about Jesus coming in the likeness of sinful flesh. He’s not referring to Jesus being born of a woman. He’s talking about Jesus’ physical body having been begotten of the Fathers immortality. He’s talking about the promise of immortality manifesting in the flesh of Jesus.

The death and corruption in the earth and all that it brings forth in people is the works of the devil. The son of man Jesus was revealed as the Son of God in the resurrection, for the purpose of destroying the works of the devil. The manifestation of the son of man as the son of God destroys the works of the devil.

Keys to the kingdom of heaven: 

It’s not a literal key Jesus is talking about. The key is the revelation that the sons of man are the sons of God. The revelation that God is the Father of mankind; that His desire is unto us; that He has drawn near to us; to claim us as His own; to join Himself to us. The revelation that God made a place for us to dwell with Him, and braided us together with Himself and His incorruptible life. A life that condemns death in the flesh, a life that sends sin and the fruit of death that is the result of sin away from people. That revelation will be as a key to you, opening up the kingdom of heaven to you, showing you what the Father’s will has always been for mankind and for the earth.

We can see what the Father’s will for mankind and for the earth and what His kingdom is all about by looking at the man Christ Jesus seated in the heavenly place at the right hand of the Father, clothed in glorified immortal flesh and bone. Jesus is the word of God concerning the kingdom and what it is all about. At the end of Matthew 16 Jesus speaking about the mount of transfiguration when his body was illuminated with the glory of the Father says there be some standing here that shall not taste death until they see the son of man coming in his kingdom.

whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

This isn’t saying we must bind things on earth so they can be bound in heaven. It's about letting heaven loose in the earth by declaring what is true in heaven in the earth. It simply means something has been bound in heaven and something has been loosed in heaven. And through us seeing into Heaven and declaring in the earth what we see bound in heaven and loosed in heaven that same thing will be bound in the earth and also loosed in the earth. 

The way we bind on earth what is bound in heaven, the way we are able to loose on earth what has been loosed in heaven, the way we let the kingdom of heaven loose in the earth is through being witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus. Not witnesses in the sense of having been there but witnesses in the sense of testifying of a life that overcomes the grave and destroys sin and death in the flesh. 

We declare the man who overcame the death of the cross and is seated at the right hand of God in glorified immortal flesh never to be able to die again. The testimony of what we see in Jesus binds the accusation of the evil one against mankind and God. It condemns the death in the world that tries to condemn mankind. It sends the fruit that is in the earth because of sin away from people. 

In ancient Hebrew, to bind and to loose simply means to forbid by an indisputable authority and to permit by an indisputable authority. God has forbidden sin in our lives. He has forbidden our lives from death. He has forbidden the destruction of our lives, and the sin and death that was against us by the power of Jesus’ indestructible life. He has granted us the gift of eternal life by the righteousness of Jesus believing the Father loves him and will raise him from the dead. - On Earth As It Is In Heaven 5/23/21

· 1 John 3:19 – this is talking about either the spirit dwelling in us will ensure us before God or condemn us before God. It is the spirit that dwells in us. The spirit of error or antichrist dwelling in your heart if found in hearts will condemn us and we will be found with fear and shame. - Did God Kill Herod? 6/7

· 1 John 4:2-3 - There’s a lot of confusion surrounding the nature of Christ. It’s really no surprise the enemy would want to create confusion around the person of Christ. It's in the person of Christ that our humanity overcomes the works of the devil. That's why 1st John says any spirit that does not confess God comes in the flesh, is anti-christ, or against the revelation of Christ. When John says that Christ is come in the flesh, he means God is come in the flesh through the Eternal Word. I think one of the reasons there’s confusion is because people struggle to see that God and man are compatible. The divine nature is completely compatible with human nature. The incarnation proves God and human are 100% compatible. 

When the Eternal Son, who is begotten divinity, that is divinity brought forth from the bosom of the Father. The same substance as the Father. Light from Light. True God from true God. When Jesus, who is both the divine nature and a distinct person existing within the eternal Godhead, assumes human form, he receives humanity, and unites it to his person. The incarnation is both unifying and defying at the same time. By assuming human existence, the Son deifies it, and in deifying it, he assumes it in his person, in one and the same divine action. 

The Son did not become two people in the incarnation. He’s not half God and half man. He’s one enfleshed nature. He’s by nature God; He’s by nature immortal, and without changing his nature, he was born a man. And as a result of the unity of both natures, one nature was formed out of both. God has been humanized and humanity defied in Christ — so the savior, even though he is become flesh, is one and the same God. Once God assumes the nature of human, his humanity doesn’t stand separate from His divinity. He’s fully God and fully man all at the same time. It’s not that he’s God sometimes, and a mere man at other times. Yes he’s fully human. Yes he has a spirit, a soul, and a body, but it’s not the humanity of a mere man. It's not the body of a mere man. It's not the blood of a mere man. It's the body and blood of God. It’s the humanity of God. The one who assumes humanity is God, and the humanity that is assumed is also God. - Saved by the Humanity of God 8/17/25

· 1 John 4:8 - The love of God is found in what He’s done in Christ to condemn death in the flesh. Within God is the kind of love that can perfect your heart from fear. God is love is talking about what was manifested in Jesus. God is love was manifested in the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. It was manifested in the Father raising Jesus from the dead, having put off of him the body of death, and having clothed upon him with glorified immortal flesh. - The Work of God 8/1/21

· 1 John 4:10 - 1st John says God is love. That's true but God isn't just any kind of love. God is self sacrificial love. He provides Himself as a lamb. He makes Himself vulnerable to us. He submits Himself to the other; to make Himself an offering to them. He wants to love someone else, and the way He wants to love them is very specific. He wants to love them by pouring Himself out for them; like a drink offering or a meal offering. He wants to empty Himself towards the end of them having His life. He wants to lay down His life for someone else. He wants to serve people with His life. It’s been that way from the beginning. God purposed in Himself from the beginning for you to have His life. He wants the same intimacy with you, that He has in Himself, where you can be the object of His self sacrificial love.

The Father anointed the Son for the ministration of His life. In the Father is life, and the Father desired to pour out Himself for you, so you can have His life. He brought forth from Himself, the Son, the Christ, alpha and omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last, when He said let there be light, to empty Himself for you, and pour out His life for you.

Jesus says he only does what he sees the Father do. When did Jesus see the Father lay down His life for creation? When God said let there be light. That's when. The light is the life of the Father. When God said let there be light that was the Father pouring out Himself for creation. It was self sacrificial love. It was the Father emptying Himself for the good of His creation. Jesus is the light. Jesus is the Father laying down His life for the world. From the beginning God is wanting to lay down His life for His people. The high priest is anointed to minister the things pertaining to God's desire to pour out His life for the well being of His people. - Seeing The End From The Beginning 1/28/24

· 1 John 4:10 - 1st John says herein is love. Not that you love God but God loves you. The question becomes how do we commune with God's love for us? How is it that we are rooted and grounded in the love of God? What keeps us in the love of God? What is it that persuades us we’re held in the arms of God always? What keeps the newness from wearing off, so to speak.

Last week we looked at God’s history with Israel, and with mankind. The scriptures say both Israel and mankind forgot the Lord their God. It says they committed adultery on God. It says they played the harlot and went a whoring after other gods. And the reason is they forgot their first love. They were not mindful of their first love, and so they left their first love, and gave themselves over into the arms of another. - Remembering Your First Love 8/4/24

· 1 John 4:18 - Franklin D Roosevelt famously said the only thing we have to fear is fear itself. There wasn't anything to be afraid of in the presence of God other than fear itself. In one sense we can say the fear is real because a person's heart could work so much fear in them when they stood face to face with God, that the fear would work death in them. But in the sense of being afraid of God, there was no reason to be afraid of God. It wasn't God who would accuse our hearts. It wasn't God who would uncover our nakedness. It wasn't God who stood opposed to us working fear and condemnation in us. Adam was afraid of God because of his sin but what did God do when He came upon Adam? Was there punishment in God’s hand for Adam or was there a reward? 

The resurrection of Jesus is God interceding in our hearts to draw us to Himself so He can serve us with His life. Jesus was drawn to the Father when he was naked on the cross because his conscience wasn’t stained by the body of death. Jesus saw the Father wasn't ashamed of him. He saw there was nothing in the Father to be afraid of. He saw there was a reward in the Father’s hand for him, not punishment. That’s why he cried out to the Father on the cross. And in Jesus crying out to the Father; in Jesus coming to the Father, the Father could raise Jesus from the dead, and the reward that's in the Father’s hand to give all people, could be made flesh, and purge our conscience, from the body of death, that was filling us with fear at the thought of coming to God. - A New & Living Way 4/9/23 - Easter

· 1 John 4:19 – He loved us first. If we are being motivated by how much we love God, that is works. Peter didn’t fulfill his calling until he realized it was about the Lord’s love for him, not his love for God.
Humbling yourself means to accept that you can’t earn your right standing with God. Why is it humbling? Bc our flesh wants to do something. Gimme the formula we say. All God wants is to have a relationship with you.
So what is the flesh pleasing message? It’s the message about if you live holy enough you can be a deacon, apostle, etc. That’s the world’s system. Work, work, work. God’s is not the same as the world. We don’t achieve to be who we are, Christ makes us who we are, not what we do.
Then people say grace preachers are making light on sin. All grace preachers are doing is making much of Jesus Christ. - Obedience In The New Covenant
· John 4:19-24 - Jesus is contrasting what worship looked like prior to his coming, and what it will look like after his coming. Prior to Jesus, in the Old Testament, and in the old covenant, their idea of worship; their gatherings and assemblies were centered around the physical location. It was about a specific place. You had to be in the correct mountain, or in the temple. There were also carnal ordinances; outward observances; physical sacraments. There were feasts, and baptisms, and holy days, and sacrifices and rituals, and meal offerings and drink offerings, where you ate and drank specific things. 

So there were all these outward things concerning worship and Jesus says the hour is come where worship will no longer be about those things. He says the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth. He says the Father seeks people to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. He says God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. The apostle Paul says in Acts 17 God is not worshipped with men’s hands. You cannot worship God by outward observances, or what you do with your hands. 

Example of worshipping in Spirit and truth …. Sabbath you don’t observe a day, but you observe the work of God to prepare a table for you to serve you with His life, and that puts your flesh to rest. For the feast of firstfruits you don’t bring a firstfruit offering. Christ is our first fruit, meaning that since Jesus was the firstborn from the dead, we have a certainty we will also be raised from the dead. 

So if that’s not the kind of worship God desires, why all the physical rituals and carnal ordinances in the law? 

Mankind was carnal, sold under sin. The carnal mind cannot comprehend God or His nature; or His workings God is invisible to the carnal mind. The carnal mind is blind when it comes to God …. How do you worship someone you can’t see, or handle, or touch. How can you experience someone you don’t know is there? So the carnal ordinances and outward observances in the law were implemented to give form to the invisible God. Mankind couldn’t comprehend God. Mankind couldn’t see Him; we couldn’t touch Him. The apostle Paul says the carnal ordinances and outward observances contained in the law were there as a school master. Keeping us shut up in the faith, but only, until faith would come through the promised seed, which is Jesus.

So the sacraments in the Old Testament; the worship there, was all about being able to see the invisible God; those things painted a picture of the God who was invisible. They were meant to give sight; to give form to the invisible God, so the people could see the workings of God, and His nature, and through that be able to touch him and handle him, and through being able to experience God, commit the care of their lives into His hands; live as His people … a people served by the self existent one .. but only until Jesus would bring faith, and we can see the God who was invisible in His face. 

What is a sacrament? The term sacrament refers to a theological understanding of how the divine is made present within creation, and specifically to a Christian rite which is recognized as being particularly important and significant. There are various views on the existence, number and meaning of such rites. Many Christians consider the sacraments to be a visible symbol of the reality of God, as well as a channel for God's grace

Worship is about experiencing God. It’s about coming to an experiential knowledge of God because you see Him; you’ve touched Him; You handled Him. The purpose of Christian worship is to be persuaded of God's love for you, to the end you live in the world as a people served by God. - The True Worshippers 3/23/25

· 1 John 5:12 - My faith is in Jesus. My faith is not in healing. My faith is Jesus. I believe on Jesus for life. My treasure is Jesus, and the life I see in him. My eye is single. My treasure isn't getting a healing while I walk in this world. You might say what do you mean by that? What I mean is I don’t judge myself and whether I have life or not by if there's a sickness in my body or if I can get a healing to manifest in my body. I judge myself and whether I have life or not by looking at the glorified man Jesus seated at the right hand of God. I don't look at my life and judge it lacking if I have a sickness, and I don't look at my life and judge it to be righteous and good if I can get a healing. I live by the knowledge of the son of God, not the knowledge of good and evil. 1st John says those who have the son have life, not those who get physical healing have life. It’s Christ in you that is your hope of glory; not a physical healing manifesting in you that is your hope of glory. An illness manifest in your body is not a sign you lack life. - Laying the Foundation for Healing 9/24/23

· 1 John 5:18 – whoever is born of God, sinneth not. The sin he was talking about was the sin of finding our identity in our flesh. God’s focus is not the individual sins, God is trying to prevent the human race from finding their identity in the flesh. The more you see that, the more you walk in grace. - God’s Determined Purpose
3rd John
Scriptures
· 3 John 1:2 – beloved I wish above all things that you prosper and be in health even as your soul prospers ... .the more your soul prospers the more everything prospers. Why? Because your soul knows it’s righteous. A righteous person expects blessing and understands the blessings are theirs.
Jesus died so our souls could be settled. So that we could have peace. Ever had to rock your kids to sleep and tell them everything is ok? That is what Jesus is to our souls. - Casting Out The Bondwoman
· 3 John 1:2 – John is acknowledging that we can prosper in all things while we are here on earth. 
If you want the things in your life to prosper, then you want your soul to prosper and the way you do that is hearing about Christ and Him crucified. That is what restores our soul. 
All you want to purpose to do is hear about Jesus. Say show me Jesus. If someone is not showing you Jesus then you have to ask yourself are they subverting your soul.
God is so good, that everything in our life prospers when we hear about Christ and Him crucified. 
Ask people who don’t believe in healing today if the work of Christ on the cross was perfect? That usually say yes. If it was perfect then how could it not include healing?
On this side of the cross, there is no lack. 
Every day you go to sleep to teach you to rest. The cross’s benefits have been intertwined into our every day activities. We feel refreshed. When we rest is when we will experience restoration in our lives. 
There is no honey do list. God is not mad at you.
If you’ve ever completed the list you feel like Hallelujah. You can feel that way every day. That is being led in the path of righteousness. That verse is not talking about doing stuff, just resting in what He has done. For the sake of what Jesus did on the cross. To uphold what He did on the cross. That is why He does these things (leads me beside green pastures, heals my body, mind, etc, raises me from the dead, leads me to the waters) For the sake of the perfect work of the cross. Does anything there have anything to do with what we do? No.
God is very concerned about protecting the Gospel. You could see that in Paul. 
If God did anything for us based on what we do, then he would be unrighteous. Is He unrighteous? No. The only reason he’s done anything for us is the sake of the cross. - Christ Restores Your Soul
Revelation
General Commentary 
· We think the book of Revelation is about judgment, you learn about the perfection and mercy of Jesus through it. 
Is there some judgment, yes, but that’s not the focus. It’s not called the revelation of judgment. We interpret most things through judgment. We have exalted judgment and not mercy. - Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment
Scriptures
· Rev. 1:5 - Jesus is called the first begotten from the dead. Not because he didn't already have life, and he needed life. The resurrection of Jesus did not look like Lazarus when he was raised from the dead. Jesus is called the firstborn from the dead because he’s the first to rise as a human. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead because in him taking up his life, in his resurrection, he abolished death, taking back the keys to hades. What the apostle is telling us is, he who ever lives, the only Begotten Son of God, begotten not made, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, became a creature. Not by nature, but by assuming our humanity in his person. He did that so he could be the first creature to come out of the grave. Not a creature in the exact same sense as us, but a divine creature. That in him not having a beginning, and therefore not being able to have an end, he could enter into the grave, and in him being a divine man, not being able to be held by death, he would be the first one who partook of flesh and blood to come forth from the dead. So that in him coming out of the grave, he wouldn't be just the beginning of creation, but in entering the grave and coming out of the grave, never being able to taste death in his flesh again, his divinity would become the salvation and resting place of creation. It’s not a mere mortal man who came out of the grave. It’s the divine man who came out of the grave, demonstrating that He is the Almighty God, gracing us with his incorruption, so we can know the Father through him. 
God in his flesh suffered death, and in His flesh, God came out of the grave; to build himself a body; which body are you; the very temple the scriptures say the messiah will build. As Jesus himself says, “tear this temple down and I’ll rebuild it in three days”. Put me to death in the flesh, and I’ll build a body that can never be torn down. God's resurrection is Him gathering mankind to himself; its God gathering all things in heaven and in earth, to Himself. It is God building His body; the fulness of Him; the Fulness of His flesh; the heavenly country; the new Jerusalem; that divine city; the Fulness of Him that fills all in all; a place of refuge for His people. - The Resurrected God 10/12/25

· Rev. 1:8 - Jesus says in Revelation I am the beginning and the end. He comes in and defines himself as the law of God. All revelation is included in Christ. 
There are 22 chapters in the book of Revelation. There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet. He is telling us within the beginning and the end is contained in Christ. 
Revelation means disclosure of truth, instruction. God is telling us his disclosure of truth is revealed in Christ. God puts Christ in our hearts to restore our soul. - Did God Forsake Jesus?
· Rev. 1:18 - The Living One, who was dead, and is alive forever more is Jesus Christ. The book of revelation is titled the revelation of Jesus Christ. The revelation of Jesus Christ is the revelation of God manifested in the flesh. It’s the revelation of Him who was, and is, and is to come. The first and the last. Alpha and Omega, the beginning, and the ending. John says The Almighty. Just in case you don’t think the Almighty is talking about Almighty God. Revelation 4:18 calls Jesus the Lord God Almighty.
The language Jesus uses to describe himself isn't the same kind of language that would be used for you and me. We have a beginning. Jesus isn't talking about being alive when you are conceived, and then dying, and then being alive forevermore. Jesus is describing himself as the one who does not have a beginning, because he is the beginning, he is before all things. He’s describing himself as the self existent one, who ever lives.

So the apostle John records Jesus saying to him, I am The Self existent One. The one who has life in himself. The one who is the resurrection and the life. The Son of God. The one the letter of Hebrews describes as neither having beginning of days, nor end of life. The only immortal. I am God in the flesh. I was in my flesh put to death, and in my flesh I am alive forevermore. As it is written when Jesus appeared to Thomas after his resurrection, saying touch me a spirit doesn’t have flesh and bone. - The Resurrected God 10/12/25

· Rev. 1:18 - When we think Jesus is just a mere man, and not the Creator of all things born as a man, we can read verses that say the Father raised Jesus from the dead, and because we aren’t rightly dividing the word of truth, we can wrongly think it means Jesus was helpless to raise himself, that he didn’t have life in himself, but was just a mere mortal man dead in the grave, completely impotent, unable to raise his flesh from the dead, himself in need of being rescued from the grave. The reason we believe on Jesus is because we see he has a life in himself that cannot die, that even when his flesh was put to death, the life he has in himself raised his flesh from the dead never to be able to die again. - Did Jesus Raise Himself From The Dead? 10/19/25

· Rev. 3:15-16 - Lukewarm is a mixture. Mixture of human effort and God’s effort. - Mixing Law & Grace
· Rev. 3:18 - How do we know this is what the Christian faith is all about? Why is it we believe it? Why is it that Paul and the other apostles believed this? 

It was put to the test in Jesus. It was tried in the fire and proved, to see what it was all about. We see the substance of the faith that was in Jesus’ heart, when his flesh was put to rest on the cross, and he was raised from the dead in glorified immortal flesh, free from sin, never to die again. As Jesus says in Revelation 3:18 buy of me gold that's been tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and be clothed in white raiment so the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and your eyes be anointed with eye salve; so you can see.

There's Jesus on the cross, and there's no strength in his flesh. He wasn't wise according to what was seen in his flesh. He wasn't noble according to what was seen in his flesh. He wasn't strong according to what was seen in his flesh. We can see both his hands nailed to the cross; that he didn't look to his good works to overcome sin and death in the flesh. He didn't call out to God on the cross, and tell the Father all the miracles he performed and all the good deeds he did, like the Pharisee in Luke 18. He thought little of his own works and made much of the work of God. He was meek, he was poor in spirit. He saw God's eyes were full of mercy. Hebrews says he looked to the one who could save him. He cried out Abba into your hands I commit my desire for life. This is the doctrine of Jesus. The cross is Jesus teaching his doctrine. 

Jesus says in the sermon on the mount that the greatest in the kingdom, which is slang for the one who is rabbi; the one who is master; the one who has the words of life. Will not just teach their doctrine about the way unto godliness but they will prove it to be true. - Contending For Faith 1/30/22

· Rev. 3:18 - Jesus says in Rev 3:18 I counsel you to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white raiment, that you may be clothed, and that the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and anoint your eyes with eyesalve, that you may see. 

Jesus has a gold that's been put to the test. It’s been tried in the fire. It’s been proved to be pure and precious. Example of real gold and fake gold rope chains and makeup … put to the test …. Counterfeit.

When Jesus says buy of me gold he paints a picture of a market place. He isn’t talking about the kind of market place where you buy groceries. References back to the labor John talks about …

We're all in the market for everlasting life, wanting that which can endure unto everlasting life. That's the marketplace we’re looking for, wanting to buy from. The kingdom of this world presents itself as the market where you can buy the meat that endures unto everlasting life. It tells you the way you can partake of the strong meat is through the strength of your hand to gather the things the world says are good and right to yourself. The marketplace of the earth is selling the meat that perishes. They are selling gold that perishes. The people trafficking or buying from the marketplace of the world; they are marked by the beast, which is just a fancy way of saying; they have taken upon themselves the doctrine of the false prophet and the beast. They are laboring for the meat that is perishing. Their labor consists of them looking to the strength in their own hand, and the riches they can gather to themselves from the world, as opposed to allowing themselves to be persuaded by the faith of Jesus Christ.

There's only one marketplace where you can find strong meat, and that's the kingdom of heaven. The gold Jesus talks about is the strong meat that endures unto life everlasting. What is the gold, that’s the strong meat. - Strong Meat 3/3/24

· Rev. 3:18 - We desire to be found in the likeness of what is good and right, to be clothed upon not unclothed …. By faith we’re persuaded God is with us, clothing upon us through Jesus. We see God’s given us the assurance of His Spirit. He’s anointed us with Himself. His seed abides in us, and that makes our joy full …. What joy? That we be found in His likeness, clothed upon and not uncovered. 

What God says is, you are His workmanship, and it’s by His grace He’s going to create you in the image of what is seen in Christ Jesus. The state you are meant to be found in is one where you are looking to Jesus, and how grace to be fashioned according to the likeness of His life. - Found In His Likeness 3/16/25

· Rev. 4:8 - The angels are clothed in eyes because they are looking at God and all his attributes, and no matter what part of God they see, what they see about God is He is set apart unto life and bringing forth life. They see there's no darkness and shadow of turning in Him. They see all He can do is reproduce the life He has in Himself. - Keeping Christ in Christmas 1-8-23

· Rev.12:10 - So look at it like a courtroom analogy – Satan is the accuser. He is coming with a charge about man. Jesus comes representing us. He says let me stand in the face of these accusations. In the events leading up to the cross, with each blow that was delivered to him (flog, beard, carrying the cross, nailing him there, etc.),, Satan was developing his case against man. Satan was marring the image of man and saying you see who man is? Is this really your child? Satan said I will be like the most high. The way Satan tried to create man in his image is through sin. Jesus became a picture of marred man. Satan thought he had a claim on our lives because of sin. 
Definition of acquittal – to be set free, release from a debt, release from an obligation. 
God died away Satan's image of man. In the resurrection God declared to all mankind that you are acceptable to me, you are my children. 
The resurrection is not God creating a platform so he can now believe. He didn’t need to be strengthened so he could believe good about us. God wasn’t surprised when a human got a place in the god kind. He knew all along that we were his children. He needed to do something that could set us free from the claim Satan had on our life because of sin. Jesus was raised for our acquittal. - Justification In The Spirit Of Prophecy 5/3/15
· Rev. 12:10 - There was an accusation present in the holiest place; where God dwells, resisting mankind. The power of the accusation to tempt and to deceive and to work condemnation came from the death sin manifested in our bodies and in our lives. The body of death filled us with fear and shame at the thought of standing in the presence of God. The feeling of shame and the fear of punishment stood opposed to us, and was a stumbling block to people coming to God. Fear that God abhors us because of our affliction; that our affliction is a sign God's face isn’t shining on us …. He isn't going to clothe us if we come to Him; He’s going to punish us because of the sin that's manifesting in us. 

So Jesus wants to cleanse the presence of God from the accusation of the evil one … he wants to cloth upon mankind, not uncover our nakedness. He wants to shut the mouth of the accuser, and purify your hearts from shame and fear in God's presence. Jesus partook with us in flesh and blood. He put on the body of sin. A body was prepared for Him by the Father. He was clothed in the body of death. He received the wages of our sin into his body on the cross. He saw the Fathers face shining on him in the midst of the darkness; He saw the Fathers hand stretched forth towards Him with the glory they shared from eternity; and that despised the shame of the cross; the shame of the body of death; it rebuked the voice of the accuser in Jesus’ heart. As it is written in Isaiah thou shalt condemn every tongue that rises against you in judgment. 

Jesus’ conscience was purged from sin; his conscience was purged from the body of death. He didn't say in his heart who shall save me from this body of death, but he says the Father does not abhor me in this affliction. His face shines upon me, He hears me when I cry out to Him for help in my time of need. And then we see the resurrection is the proof the Father heard him. - The Temple Not Made With Hands 2/9/25

· Rev 12:11 – they overcame him (him not talking about God’s disapproval of them, the him is talking about Satan) by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony. - Why Man Needs To Be Saved 4/19/2015
· Rev. 12:11 - We don’t have to go around looking for demons to cast out. Jesus never went looking for the demons. The demons were made manifest in the presence of the light of life he walked in. As we walk in the earth declaring a life that has overcome death and does continue to overcome it. It is as a light that makes manifest whatever may be tormenting someone and it binds the power of the strongman and it keeps their house clean, it keeps their hearts from fear by loosing the incorruptible seed in their hearts. - On Earth As It Is In Heaven 5/23/21
· Rev. 12:11 - We’ve been taught to love the life we have from the world. Explain ….. We get so caught up in earthly things as if they’re the power to manifest Christ …We’ve been taught the tribulation in the world can keep us from life. We’ve been taught that peril and sword and famine and persecution can keep life from manifesting in us. We’ve heard it said tribulation can keep peace and love and joy from manifesting us. We can be so afraid of the tribulation in the world … we can be so afraid of the bad things that can happen here … And because so many Christians live in fear of encountering tribulation, many are sick and weakly because they aren't discerning the Lord’s body. - Christ Will Be Made Manifest 3/5/23
· Rev. 13:11-18 - The book of revelation is the revelation of Jesus Christ. It’s the manifestation of the truth that is in Jesus. It’s the revelation of alpha and omega bringing to completion that which God began in Genesis when He said let there be light and he said let us make man in our image after our likeness. 

Revelation 13

Lots of fantastical language here. Lots of symbolism being pulled from the entirety of the Spirit of prophecy. 

The system of the world hates those who do not conform to its message. Jesus said if the world hated him it will also hate those who believe his word and call God their Father. If we look at Jesus he didn’t buy and sell in the world's market place because he didn’t conform to the wisdom of the world.  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into the fire because they would not conform to the message of the beast. We can say fire was called down upon them. 

Buying and Selling

We read buying and selling and we think of our market places. We think of Winn Dixie and rouses or king snoopers or Dillard’s. And we think, if a person doesn’t get this mark they won’t be able to buy groceries. Or even worse they won’t be able to buy toilet paper. 

Now there is some reference to a kind of a marketplace in these verses. But the market place is the kind of market place where you would be shopping for life. 

We aren't left to lean on our own understanding of what buying and selling is. The phrase buying and selling isn't brought up out of nowhere. The book of revelation establishes the context of what it means to buy and sell. 

Jesus says in Revelation 3:18 I counsel thee to BUY OF ME gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

Jesus says buy gold of me. As in don’t buy it from somewhere else get it from me because my gold has been tried in the fire and is pure. 

Jesus is drawing a contrast between buying of him and the buying and selling in revelation 13. You can either buy of Jesus or you can do the buying and selling that comes with being marked by the beast. So it's not about whether you are able to buy or not buy, it's about whether you buy gold of Jesus or you buy the gold that is of the world.

It isn’t groceries or computers and things Jesus says to buy of Him. Jesus says buy of me gold that has been tried in the fire.

Gold is a treasure. Jesus is saying there is a treasure in me. I have a treasure you can buy of me. But, you cannot buy it with money or with your works. - What is the Mark of the Beast 4/19/20

· Rev. 18:1-24 -  talks about Babylon and the riches and merchandise she offers. It talks about merchants of the world buying the gold and the silver and the fine linens and the riches of Babylon. It says the merchants fornicated with Babylon to gain her gold and her riches, and were made rich through their fornication. It talks about Babylon and the system and riches of Babylon being made desolate and turning into nothingness. Leaving people in their nakedness and ashamed just as Jesus said in revelation 3.

Babylon represents the world and its wisdom. It talks about the life that is born of the world and the manner in which you attain to that life. There is a certain glory that is of the world and Babylon talks about that glory and the way you would heap that glory unto yourselves.

A merchant is someone who trades or traffics within a marketplace to attain to the merchandise the marketplace has to offer. The merchants in revelation 18 are people who are buying the gold and the silver and the precious stones and the linens and the horses and chariots Babylon has to offer. They are merchants of the world and the life that is of the world. 

Now the gold and the silver and the fine linens and such in revelation 18 are the riches of the world. It's the life the world has in itself to offer. It's the treasure Jesus said that was of the earth and subject to decay in Matthew 6. 

Notice Revelation 18 describes the buying and selling the merchants are doing as fornication with Babylon. It says the merchants are being intimate with Babylon in order to attain to its fruit.

What is this fornication with Babylon?

The way of Babylon is to look to the strength contained in your own hand. It's to look to the riches and honor that is of the world as the power to be exalted unto life. 

Fornication with Babylon means to be intimate with the wisdom of the world. It means you are a merchant in the world's marketplace for life. You look at the strength contained in your hand and you say by the strength and ability in this hand I will attain to the glory and honor that is of the world and by that I will gather unto myself peace and love and joy. 

If you look at the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28 it talks about this very thing. Ezekiel says of the king of tyre ...... 

You looked to the multitude of your merchandise and you began to traffic in that. You corrupted your wisdom. You didn't buy gold that was tried in the fire. But, you said I will be exalted by the multitude of the merchandise I can gather unto myself. I will look to the strength contained in my own hand to gather unto myself the riches of the world. And by the multitude of my merchandise I will be exalted unto life. 

The merchants in revelation 18 are the ones in revelation 13 who can buy and sell. They are the ones who are marked by the beast. Their intimacy is with the wisdom of the world. They are shopping in the world's market place trying to buy life through the strength contained in their hand. 

There is a life being offered by the world's system. And the tender used to try and attain to that life is the strength contained in the hand of a man. Those who buy and sell on account of being marked by the beast. They see they have an ability in their flesh. They see there is a strength there. And they enlist the strength in their own hand to gather unto themselves the glory that is of this world. Their God is mammon!

You cannot buy of the world its gold unless your mind is filled with the strength contained in the hand of a man.

Marked by the beast

You know we actually have someone in the scriptures that became a beast. There's a guy that was actually marked by the beast. 

In Daniel the king of Babylon Nebuchadnezzar built a statue of himself because he said by the power contained in his own hand he built a kingdom. Daniel says because he was lifted up in his heart he became a beast. It was the belief in his heart that he built himself a glorious kingdom by the might contained in his own hand that caused him to be turned into a beast.

The beast in revelation 13 is a man who speaks great blasphemies against God. He speaks a message that is against the word God spoke in Christ. His message is anti christ. His message is the way of Cain. His message says I will be exalted by the strength contained in my own hand to produce the fruit of life. 

If the beast is known by the great blasphemies he speaks against God then the way a person is marked by the beast is through taking the beast's blasphemies into their heart. 

Nebuchadnezzar spoke great blasphemies against God and he became a beast. He worshipped the strength contained in his own hand. He looked at the strength contained in his own hand and said it is by the power contained in my hand that I have built this glorious kingdom. And he was marked by the beast. He became a beast. 

Revelation 13 says the number of the beast is 666, and it is the number of a man. 

Something interesting about the statue Nebuchadnezzar made of himself to worship himself is the dimensions of the statue were 66. 6 is the number of a man. Man was made on the 6th day. The dimensions of the statue were the number of a man because Nebuchadnezzar’s mind was filled with the strength contained in his own hand. 6 is the number of a man who is lifted up in his own heart and thinks they can be exalted by the strength contained in their own hand. Goliath's measurements were also 6’s.

The mark of the beast is for your mind to be filled with the strength contained in your own hand. It's when you see your hand and you say in your heart i will be exalted unto eternal life by the strength contained in my own hand. You see the riches of the world and you say eternal life is contained in those riches. And so you look to the strength of your own hand; the strength contained in a man to gather unto yourself the riches of the world.

When you take the blasphemies of the beast into your heart. You become as a beast. Your members are taken captive to labors and annoyances. Lust is conceived in your heart and you are taken captive to a life of envying and gossiping and backbiting and hatred and murdering and fornication. A beast does not have control of itself. It is taken captive by its animal instincts. Liza jane ..... 

There is a scriptural reference for being marked on the hand and on the head. That language doesn't just come up in the book of revelation. It has deep significance in God's history with Israel and with mankind. 

Remember John is jewish according to the flesh. John gets his metaphor about being marked on the hand and the head from the tephillin or phylacteris Moses told the children of Israel to put on their foreheads and on their hands in the book of Deuteronomy.

Now the reason God told Moses to have the children of Israel put the phylacteries on their forehead and on their hand was to remind them that it was by strength of His hand they came out of Egypt and entered the land flowing with milk and honey. Not the strength contained in their own hand. 

The point was everytime they might think they had the godly land because of the strength contained in their own hand they would be reminded by the phylacteries on their foreheads and on their hands that it was the strength contained in God's right hand that gave them the land. 

God was trying to keep them from being conformed to the world and the wisdom of the world. God was trying to keep them from being marked by the beast. 

When Jesus says buy gold of me and not the gold that is of the world. He is saying do not be conformed to the wisdom of the world. Being conformed to the wisdom of the world will leave you marked by the beast. Yes the world has a market place where it is selling life. But consider yourself dead to the world and the world to you. The life you live now in the flesh live knowing your treasure is in heaven seated at the right hand of God in me and not in this earth. 

That is what it means to buy gold of Jesus. That will leave you marked by the Holy Spirit and not by the beast. That will leave you written in the lambs book of life. - What is the Mark of the Beast 4/19/20

· Rev. 19:12 - The testimony of Jesus is the Father has life in Himself, and the Father has given that we can have His life as a gift through Jesus. The Spirit of prophecy is meant to bring forth something in people where they believe on God.
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. He is the more sure word of prophecy. - The Faith of the Son of God 6/18/23

· Rev. 21:1-6 - God speaking through Isaiah says do not think of the land from which you are exiled, the land that death and destruction has come upon. Do not think of that city as if the provision for life is found there. I will serve you with my life, whether you are in the land or not. I will establish a new city, a heavenly city in the earth, one that is under the reign of an indestructible life. Let your mind be filled with the new Jerusalem, where heaven and earth are made one, and sin and death are erased from the history books. Let your mind be filled with the new creation and the new man. 

The former things is the old man whose life is but dust, and is perishing. The former things is an earth that is being shadowed with death. The former things is a corruptible life. The former things is death, and the body of death that sin built. - God’s Resolution 1/9/22

· Rev 21:3 – and I heard a great voice out of heaven, behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and God will be with them and be their God /// God wants to walk on the same ground we do. - Hebrews Bible Study, Lesson 19
· Rev. 21:3 - God’s permanent residence is a physical earth with a physical body (Rev 21:3, what this is talking about) - Immanuel The Season Of Our Joy 12/21/14
· Rev. 21:5 - In Revelation 21 Jesus says I am alpha and omega it is done. What is done? What God began in the beginning when he started to create and when He made man. 
Revelation 21 describes it is done by saying behold the tabernacle of God is with man. Behold the dwelling place of God is with man. The place where God finds His rest; the place God calls home; the place where God's heart is, is with man. 

It is done. I am Alpha and Omega. The sea that was separating heaven and earth has been removed. The physical heaven and the physical earth have become one one. The thing that was always in God's heart to dwell with man in a glorified earth where there is no sin and death and the darkness has been separated from the light. And God can spend all His days loving mankind with every ounce of His being. It is done. I am Alpha and Omega. I am him who began the desire of God’s heart when God said let there be light and I am him who has brought God’s desire to completion by once and for all separating the darkness from the light.

Now in light of what was in God's heart from the beginning. What would be bad news to God? As we think of what is the good news to God it can help us if we can see what would be bad news to God. 

Bad news to God would be if the one He wanted to serve with His life and spend all His days loving was joined with sin and death and was perishing and all of creation was perishing with them.

You see what's happened is the traditions of men have made it out as if the news that was bad to God was that we didn't obey His orders instead of the fact that we were dying. The traditions of men have made it out as if the thing that was most upsetting to God about the situation was that Adam didn’t obey instead of the fact that Adam was dying and his heart was filled with fear.

I mean if I look at my own life. I overdosed on drugs when I was 12 and died. Now what do you think was the bad news to my parents? Was the bad news that I disobeyed them or that I was dying? What do you think their minds were filled with? Do you think their minds were filled with my disobedience and punishing me for my disobedience or were their minds filled with our son is dying and needs to be saved from death?

Now did I disobey? Absolutely but my disobedience is not what my parents mind was filled with. When they thought of making straight what had gotten crooked their mind wasn’t filled with anger towards me. Their mind wasn’t filled with how I must be punished in order for this to be right. My goodness I was already being punished at the hands of the drugs in the worst possible way. There is no greater punishment than being dead. 

You know my parents didn't tell me not to do drugs to see if I would be a good little boy and obey. Their mind was never filled with my obedience; it was filled with preserving my life from death. Even as they were telling me not to do drugs, the reasoning behind them telling me that was to keep my life from harm. Not to see if I would be obedient to them or not.

In the very same way the reasoning behind God telling Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was because He did not want any harm to come to Adam's life and He knew the tree was corrupted and it could kill Adam. God's mind wasnt filled with Adam being obedient to His orders; it was filled with preserving Adam's life from death. Clothing us with His life and preserving our lives from death has always been the focus of everything God has ever said and done. 

We judged the heart of God through our sin stained conscience instead of the love He has for us. We thought what was in God's heart was a demand we be obedient instead of seeing His heart in saying not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil was a Father desiring for the children He loves to live and not die.

Because of that we’ve built our gospel around the idea that God's mind was filled with punishing man for their disobedience instead of seeing that man was already being bruised and beaten by the death that came upon them from their disobedience and everything God has done in Christ is to deliver man from the punishment that was already come upon them.

Good news to God would be for the dream He had for His life with man to be restored and for Him to have a certainty it would come to pass. If God can now see that His friend who was dying has been delivered from the pangs of death and can now live eternally with Him never to be able to die again that would be good news to God.

I can tell you the good news for my parents was that their Son who was dead was brought back from the dead and was now alive. - The Gospel According to God 10/6/19

· Rev. 21:5 - In Revelation 21 Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, Jesus says behold I make all things new. Behold I have made a new creation. The sea that separated the heaven and the earth in the first creation has been removed. He says there is no more death. He says it is done. I will give to him that is a thirst for the fountain of the water of life freely. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19
· Rev. 21:5 - The atonement is about God making straight all that got crooked through His Christ. It’s about God consuming death with life. When Alpha and Omega, who is Christ Jesus, says in Revelation 21 behold I make all things new, it's talking about the atonement, or the day of atonement. When Revelation 20 says death and hell are cast into the lake of fire it's talking about the atonement. When Revelation 21 says there will be no more death it's talking about the day of atonement.
The Day of Atonement is about God serving His people with an incorruptible life. It's about God establishing the reign of His incorruptible life in the earth. It’s about God establishing a heavenly country in the earth; a country that has a permanent foundation, meaning it's immovable and unshakable because it’s established upon the reign of an indestructible life. It's not established on the laws of a carnal commandment that are based upon death management, where it tries to mitigate the death in the world and the death in the flesh through carnal commandments. It's not built upon a constitution that draws its power from man made laws and the strength in a man's hand. The government of this heavenly country is built upon the shoulders of the indestructible life Jesus has in Himself.

Now because we’ve thought the atonement was about punishment for sin instead of restoration from sin, what's happened is we thought the atonement happened at the cross. The atonement was not at the cross. If Jesus had died on the cross and that was it there couldn’t have been an atonement. What I will say is the work that was needed for there to be an atonement is wrapped up in the cross, but the cross is not the atonement. 

In the Old Testament shadows the atonement for sin didn't happen when the high priest sacrificed the bulls and goats on the bronze altar. If the high priest stopped there, then there wouldn’t be any atonement. The atonement wasn't until the high priest entered into the holiest place to appear in the presence of God with the blood of the bulls and goats. 

On the day of atonement the high priest would perform the sacrifices on the bronze altar. After that the high priest would pass through a giant bronze laver filled with water(figure of the sea that separated heaven and earth in the original creation in Genesis). Then they would pass through the Holy place and into the Holiest place, in the presence of God, with the blood of the sacrifice. Once they got into the holiest place they would sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat. 

The blood was the power by which the high priest could enter the holiest place. The sprinkling of the blood wasn't for God's conscience, it was for the conscience of the high priest and the people. It was so the conscience of the high priest wouldn’t accuse him in the presence of the Lord. It was so his eyes would be anointed with eye salve and the shame of his nakedness not be uncovered in his sight. The point was for him to be justified from the accusation of the evil one through the blood of God's sacrifice; and through him being justified from the accusation, the people could see that, and their conscience could also be purged from the accusation of the evil one. It was a figure of the accuser of the brethren being cast out. That’s why on the day of atonement they had the scapegoat which was called Azazel(Satan) and they sent the scapegoat out of the camp forever; that was the atonement. The restoration of God's people from the work of the evil one.

All those things were a shadow of Christ as God’s Highpriest, and what He would do to restore all things. Hebrews 9 says Christ did not enter into the Holiest place made with hands, which was only a figure of the true tabernacle, and true holiest place, but he ascended into heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God on behalf of God and mankind. Hebrews goes on to say that Jesus did not enter the heavens by shedding the blood of bulls and goats but he entered into the holiest place on account of having shed his own blood.

Jesus was anointed high priest when the Holy Spirit descended upon him in the Jordan River, and the Father said you are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Jesus offered his body as the high priest for a sacrifice on the cross. He shed his blood on the cross.

The power by which Jesus ascended into the heavens was His blood. It was on account of him having shed his blood; having put off the body of death; having put off corruption, that He was able to pass through the sea(bronze laver) that separated the heavens and the earth, and pass through the first heaven into the third heaven; entering into the holiest place as the Son of man to inherit the glory of God's immortality in his flesh.

God desired to stand face to face with man. He desired to love us with all of his heart, and all of his strength, and all of his soul. But, our conscience accused us in His presence and worked fear and death in us. The serpent stood opposed to us. The serpent would show up and uncover our nakedness by pointing at the body of death we were clothed in, and accuse us, saying are you really the children of God, filling us with fear and shame. - No More Death - Atonement For Sin 2/6/22

· Rev. 22:1 - Revelation 22 goes on to describe what that means by saying there is a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, is the tree of life, which bore twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, and there shall be no night there.
Notice it says the tree of life is on both sides of the river but there is no mention of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil being there. In Genesis 2 it says the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil are in the midst of the garden. But now in revelation 22 it only mentions the tree of life being in the midst. 

If alpha and omega says there is no more death it can only mean the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is no longer there. Revelation 22 also says there is no need for candles or for the sun because there is no night there. If there is no longer any darkness it means the tree of the knowledge of good and evil has been consumed by the fire of God's life.

God put Jesus in the garden to dress and keep the garden by establishing the reign of eternal life in the earth. And the way Jesus did that was by entering God's rest, or by believing God's promise, and eating from the tree of life. At the end of revelation Jesus says I am alpha and omega it is done. The earth has been dressed in eternal life and it will be kept by eternal life. Man has been made in our image after our likeness. - Tending The Garden 11/24/19

· Rev. 22:1-2 - Flood is a picture of heaven invading earth. The flood was a river of living water …. It was heaven and earth colliding. It was prophesying of the day when heaven and earth would be permanently joined together, and there would be a new heaven and a new earth. The flood was God baptizing the earth in His life, and the arc is God immersing us in Himself.
John says God didn't send his Son to condemn the world. Peter talks about the Spirit of Christ preaching to the people through Noah in the days of Noah. God sending Noah and having Noah build the arc is a prophecy about God sending Jesus. God didn't send Noah to condemn the world. He sent Noah to save the world. In the days of Noah God so loved the world he sent Noah to build the arc, so that all those who believe on God's righteousness towards them, to save them from destruction, might not perish but have life everlasting. Those who rejected Noah's word, rejected God and were condemned already. They weren’t condemned by God, or by Noah. They were already standing in the condemnation of death Adam brought into the earth. They love the darkness instead of the light.

John’s gospel really opens our eyes to Noah. Just as God so loved the world He sent His only begotten Son, he so loved the world he sent Noah. Noah found grace in the eyes of God … Jesus came full of grace and truth. Noah was a preacher of righteousness … Jesus came declaring the righteousness of God. 

God sent His only begotten Son … Jesus comes into the world as the substance of what Noah was prophesying of. He comes preaching the righteousness of the Father to save us from our suffering … in the same way God was grieved over the suffering in the earth in the days of Noah … God was grieved when He sent His only begotten Son … God wanted to wipe away our tears .. just as with Noah we can say the end of all corrupted flesh was before His face …. God saw it was the death in the world and the death in our bodies tormenting us; stinging us with sin; so He saw the end of corruptible flesh is the answer; that's why he sent Jesus …. to take vengeance on death and bring an end to corruptible flesh in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. The first man Adam was a living soul sown in corruption. The last Adam Christ Jesus was made a life giving spirit. He was sown in weakness but raised in the power of an indestructible life. 

Now listen, Jesus didn't build us a boat …. Tear down this temple and I will rebuild it in 3 days … we know Jesus wasn't talking about the physical temple … he was talking about his body being raised from the dead. Jesus was sown in weakness, so a body could be raised in incorruption, and that body could be your arc … Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world, but to save the world. Jesus came preaching God has heard your cries. He’s grieved in the deepest part of His being about your suffering. He sees the root of all the corruption and darkness is death in the flesh. He’s going to bring an end to perishable flesh. He doesn’t want you to perish so He did something so you can be set apart from death to life by sealing you in himself. The Father, Son, and Spirit built you a body glorified with their immortality, and that body declares to the righteousness of the Father to heal us from our destruction … The body of Christ is our arc. - The Road to Emmaus 7/15/24

· Rev. 22:1-5 - Creation isn't waiting for us to tend the garden. Creation isn't waiting for us to take control of the earth. Jesus already tended the garden. He took an axe to the root of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil … and both us and creation, are waiting for the return of Christ, where his likeness, the likeness of his immortality, is made manifest in our earthen vessels, and we put off corruption and put on incorruption, by his doing, and thus all of creation is delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. - The Manifestation of the Children of God 9/1/24
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