We are going to pick up where we left off the last time I preached.  I think its important to know how we can be of help to our children as they live in the world.  

The apostle Paul says we’re in the world but we’re not of the world.  The world is a kind of father so to speak.  The world has a life in itself that it can bring forth in others.  To be of the world means for your life to be born from the world, or brought forth by the world.  It means the life you are experiencing is begotten by the world and the things of the world and the wisdom of the world.  

Satan is called the prince of this world.  In Ezekiel Satan is described as a beautiful tree in the midst of the garden of Eden, that rejects the river that made him glorious, and corrupts his wisdom, and says in his heart, I will be exalted to life by the multitude of the merchandise I can gather to myself. 

The wisdom of the world says you can be exalted to life by conforming yourself and your life into the proper image.  The worlds wisdom says you can be exalted to life by looking to your ability to gather acceptance and love and attention and joy and peace and satisfaction to yourself.  It says you are both the potter and the clay and you can fashion yourself and your life in an image that is so beautiful it will gather the acceptance and attention, and the love and the satisfaction and the joy you crave.

When I was a little boy I could run long distances really fast.  That got me a lot of attention.  People began to take notice of me.  They started treating me like I was special.  I began to notice the attention.  It was nice to be seen by people.  It felt nice to be celebrated by people.  I started to believe the power to be exalted unto life was found in my ability to run.  I started to believe the glorious life I desired was found in my ability to conform myself into the image of a world class runner.  There’s nothing wrong with running races or being good at something, and enjoying it, and enjoying winning.  But it crosses over when we believe the power unto a glorious life and satisfaction is found there.  

We don’t want our kids to grow up thinking they live and move and have their being in the world and the things and happenings of the world.  We don’t want our kids to know more about the life thats of the world, than the life God has in Himself.  We don’t want our kids to grow up thinking their life is hid in the world.  

We can certainly teach our kids how to navigate the world but we want to teach them that their life and the life they long for is not of the world.  We want to raise our kids in the world, but we want to raise them feeding on the life of God, the life thats in the glorified man Jesus.  It’s the life God has in Himself that sets the habitations of our movements whether we realize it or not.  Everyone is set apart unto wanting a righteous life.  And its within the construct of desiring a righteous life, a just life, our kids will live and move and have their being.  We don’t want our kids to go out into the world thinking a righteous life is found in the world and the things of the world.  We don’t want our kids to go out into the world thinking a righteous life is found in the strength of the flesh.  We want them to go out into the world discerning the substance of what their hearts desire in the glorified man Jesus, and the faith that was revealed in him.

Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Prove what is that good and acceptable will of God.  Why am I here?  What’s my purpose?  

Gods will is for you to be fashioned according to the likeness of what is seen in the glorified man Jesus. God wants to bring forth His indestructible life in you.  The apostle Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians God predestined us in Christ.  God predestined your kids for His glory and His life.  He predestined your kids to be fashioned in His image after the likeness of His incorruptible life.  The thing God has in His heart for your children from the beginning is to fashion them according to the image of what we see in the glorified, resurrected Jesus, so they can be with Him experiencing His love for all eternity. 

Our kids have the same desire GOD has.  They are also desiring for their lives to be fashioned in an image that is glorious.  I remember growing up as a kid I had this thing in my heart where I just knew I was meant for something wonderful.  I didnt know exactly what that was or what it looked like.  But, i had this desire for this wonderful thing to be fulfilled in my life.  I even had this feeling of emptiness sometimes when I hadn’t found the wonderful thing.  
 
Conformed to the world 

The world presents our kids with an image of what a glorious life looks like.  It comes and presents something to them and tells them, this is what a life that is full of beauty and honor looks like, and then it tells them to use their ability to create themselves in that image so they can gather acceptance and attention and love to themselves, and find peace and rest for their souls.  

Transformed by the renewing of your mind …  (Example of Paul’s mind being renewed on the road to Damascus).

Paul says the way we are kept from being conformed to the world is by the renewal of our mind.  The renewal of the mind is you see the real image of glory and honor you were intended for in the glorified man Jesus.  You see the beautiful life; the righteous life you want revealed in Jesus, and you see that you are Gods workmanship.  You see the world and the things of the world can’t fashion you in the image of what is seen in Christ Jesus.  You see the power to be fashioned according to the likeness of glory and honor isnt found in the different identities; and causes; and wisdoms of the world.  You see that God is the only one who can create you in the likeness of glory and immortality because He is the only one who possesses that kind of a life. 

When you see that, what happens is you present your bodies a living sacrifice to God.  Paul says we are Gods workmanship and the workmanship of God is He creates us in the image of Christ Jesus.  To be a living sacrifice is to mix your desire for a beautiful life; for a glorious identity, with the faith revealed in Jesus on the cross.  To be a living sacrifice is to commit your desire for your body and your life to be fashioned after the glory and honor you desire into the hands of God and His workmanship, instead of looking to the strength in your hand to fashion yourself according to the image of glory and honor.  

We can learn a lot about how to equip our children by looking at Jesus … Jesus was born of a woman.  Jesus grew up in the world, and Jesus as the son of man was strengthened from above to be able to refuse the wisdom of the world.   

Luk 2:52  says Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 

Isa 7:14-15 says   Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isa 7:15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.

Isaiah says Jesus was kept from the evil in the world.  He was kept from walking out of the way; he was kept from being conformed to the wisdom of the world by feeding on butter and honey.  

How did eating butter and honey keep Jesus from the evil in the world.  

Psa 81:16  He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee. 

Deuteronomy 32 describes God as the Rock, and talks about Israel being made to suck honey out of the rock.  God is the rock.  The honey from the rock is talking about the life God has in Himself.  

Exo 16:31  says the manna from heaven was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.  The manna from heaven tasted as honey.  

Jesus was strengthened to refuse the evil because he was raised on the life in heaven.  Jesus grew up feeding on the honey from the rock.  Jesus fed on the life that was in the Father.  He grew up seeing that within the Father was the food that can satisfy his hunger for life.  And because of that he fed daily on the life that was in the Father, and that caused him to grow in wisdom and stature.  It taught him to be able to discern the counterfeit.  The life from above strengthened Jesus to refuse the counterfeit life the world offered.  It taught him to deny ungodliness.

It didn’t teach Jesus in an intellectual sense.  It didn’t tell him you must deny what is evil.  What happened is because Jesus was raised feeding on the life from above, his desire for life was satisfied, and that caused him to deny ungodliness; that satisfied his flesh with the certainty of long life, and strengthened him to refuse the way of the world. 

Example of fbi being able to discern counterfeit bills … they don’t study the counterfeits, they fix their gaze on the real.  Everyday they study the real money, and that teaches them to be able to spot the counterfeit and refuse them.  

Psa 37:4  Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

Jesus saw within the Father is the only life that can satisfy his flesh and what he’s after.  He saw the substance of what His heart desired in the Father and His glory and immortality.  He delighted himself in the Father.  Delight means to be soft and pliable …

Pro 13:12  Hope deferred makes the heart sick: but when the desire comes it is a tree of life.   

if we raise our kids to feed on the life thats in the glorified man Jesus their hunger for life will be satisfied; their steps will be cleansed by the abundance of Gods life; their hearts won’t be made sick; and it will be a tree of life to them.    If we teach them Jesus is the substance of what they are longing for, and the evidence they have what their hearts are desiring, even though its not yet seen.  What will happen is their hearts wont be made sick, and the world wont be able to deceive them.  Whether it be with an identity, a cause, a job, an outcome, whatever it is.  
