Today we are going to look at the way of Jesus.  We talk a lot about discipleship in Christianity, but what does it really mean to follow Jesus.  

The early church didnt call the gospel Christianity.  They didnt call themselves Christians.  That term was given to them by the world.  The early church called the gospel “The Way”.  Someone who believed on the gospel was called a “A Follower of the Way”.  What that meant is they followed Jesus.  They followed his way.  They walked in the same path Jesus walked.  Jesus had a way about him.  His steps were ordered in a certain way.  

When the early church thought of the way of Jesus, when they thought of the path Jesus walked to inherit the kingdom of God, they thought of the cross.  To be a disciple of Jesus meant to be followers of the way, and the way was the way of the cross.  The early church followed Jesus by following the way of the cross.  The early church saw the cross as the pathway to the Father, and the way unto intimacy with His life.  

John 14:6 Jesus says unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me.  

In John 13 Jesus is talking about the cross, and says he is going to leave this world, and go to be with the Father.  He tells the disciples he is going to the Father to make a place for them, that where he is, they can be there with him also.  

In John 13:36 Jesus says you cannot follow me now, but after I leave this world and go to be with the Father, you will see the way to the Father and His eternal life, and you will be able to follow me, and be with me, in the bosom of the Father, experiencing His love.  

Jesus tells the disciples, when he goes to the cross, and leaves this world, to go and be with the Father, they’ll see the cross is the way unto intimacy with the Father and His life; they’ll see the way to be with him where he is, in the bosom of the Father, is the cross, and they”ll be able to follow him.  

Joh 12:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.  
Joh 12:25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.    
Joh 12:26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

Mat 10:38  And he that takes not his cross, and follow after me, is not worthy of me.
Mat 10:39  He that finds his life shall lose it: and he that loses his life for my sake shall find it.

Luk 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
Luk 9:24  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

Mat 11:28  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Mat 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls.
Mat 11:30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Jesus is talking discipleship here.  He’s talking as rabbi or master or teacher.  When he says take my yoke upon you, he’s talking about his doctrine or his way.  He says learn of me for my way is filled with meekness, and will serve you with rest.  

Meekness:  Simply put it means to think nothing of your ability and the ability of the world and the things in the world to be able to pamper you with the fruit of the Spirit and give your life the care it needs, and to think much of God’s goodness towards you, and His ability to give your life the care it needs, to be exceedingly fruitful and prosperous in the fruit of His life.

Jesus had a reference point for life.  He had a frame of reference by which he judged life.  He came from the Father.  He was with the Father from the beginning.  Jesus saw the glory of the Father.  He saw the goodness in the Father’s heart towards his life.  He saw the kind of care the Father could give him.  He saw the life the Father had in Himself.  He saw the life he shared with the Father from the beginning.  He saw the glory of that life.  He saw the ability of that life to pamper him with peace and love and joy.  He saw the Father’s intent to manifest that glory in his earthen vessel.  That exercised his senses.  It discerned the way that was full of life and the way that is dripping with death.  It discerned the life the world can father as being full of death and corruption and fear and worry.  Jesus saw the life the world can father as a fig tree, having green leaves, promising him life; promising him that it can decorate him in the fruit of the Spirit, but never being able to cloth him in anything but thorns and thistles.  

Proverbs 4:23 says out of the heart flow the issues of life.  

Jesus saw the perfection of the Father.  He saw the Father was perfect as the one who could give His life the care it needs.  Jesus saw the life the world fathered was fragile and full of weakness.  He hated the life he could gain from the world.  Meaning, he saw the power the world had to serve him with life; he saw all the good that could be gained and experienced in the world, and he saw it was of no power to serve him with life.  He saw the life the world can father is full of death and corruption and fears and worries and cares and burdens.   That caused him to walk a certain way.  The way of the cross.  It did something in him where he didnt pick up the sword.  He didnt open his mouth to justify himself.  The faith in Jesus’ heart filled him with the grace to lay down the life he could gain from the world.  It led him to the cross, where he died to the world and the death and sin and life that’s of the world, and that’s the foundation from where he was made fully alive, fully intimate with the eternal life of the Father.

The way of Jesus is the cross.  His way is unto the cross.  There’s a way that leads to the cross.   There’s a way that will result in the cross.  There’s a way that will result in a person laying down the life they have from the world.  Theres a way that will cause someone to no longer take thought of nurturing themselves unto life.  The way of Jesus.  His doctrine.  His teaching.  His way will lead a person to take up their cross.  He doesnt leave you looking to your willpower to take up your cross, rather his doctrine will give birth to something in you, that will cause you to give up the ghost and you’ll be dead to the life thats in the world, and the life thats in the world will be dead to you.  The way of Jesus, his teaching, his doctrine gives us intimacy with the same faith that exercised his senses and led him to the cross.  It will produce something in you, where you happily lay down the life you can gain from the world, and its in that place that you gain your life.  Its in that place that you gain the Father’s life.  Its in that place where you are intimate with the power of the resurrection. 

The cross is the foundation from where we have intimacy with the Father and His life.  You cant experience the life of God without first laying down; taking no thought of the life you can gain from the world.  Seeing your life as being held in the world and the things of the world and what happens in the world is a stumbling block to intimacy with the father and his life.  1st John says those who love the world the love of the Father is not in them.  Identifying with the life thats in the world.  Thinking the care your life needs is found in the world.  Beholding your life in the world and what happens to you in the world, and what you have in the world is a stumblingblock to experiencing the life that manifested in Christ.  

Jesus says in Matthew 6 no one can serve two masters: for either you will hate the one, and love the other; or else will hold to the one, and despise the other.  

You cant have two fathers.  You cant identify with the life thats been fathered by the world, and the life thats been Fathered by God in Christ.  You will love the one and hate the other.  Whichever life you think is the treasure that can satisfy your desire for peace is where your heart will be. In the exodus, the hebrews despised the manna.  They loathed the life God has in Himself, because they loved the life they could gain from the world, and that caused them to lose their life.  

Within the cross is the strength of GOD to form His life in you. 1st Cor 1 says the weakness of God is stronger than the strength of man.  What looked like weakness at the cross, according to the carnal mind and the wisdom of the world and the strength that is seen in the flesh, is actually the strength of God.  The cross is the power of God to form His life within you.  The cross is the place where God forms His life in us.  The grace; the strength to experience the power of the resurrection is found in the cross.  The faith that is full of the strength of God to manifest His life in you is found in Jesus on the cross.  

Paul says he was crucified with Christ in his letter to the Galatians.  He describes that in the same letter as being dead to the world and the world to him, and says thats the foundation from where he was intimate with the life that conquered death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection. 

The cross is the place where we die to the life in the world, and it’s the place where we are made alive to the life of God.  The cross is the place where you see the strength in the world is impotent.  It’s the place where you see the world cannot father life in you.  It’s the place where you die to the life thats been fathered by the world.  It’s the place where you reject the world as the one who can father your life because you see it cant give your life the care it needs.  That produces something in us that causes us to lay down the life we can gain from the world, and that’s the foundation from where the life of Christ is made of full effect in us.  

