In light of all the recent tragedies going on around us, I want to set your eyes on God’s mercy.  There’s comfort us in God mercy.  Its a safe place.  

It’s easy to feel fatherless when you encounter tragedy.  The apostle James says pure and undefiled religion is to visit the fatherless and the widows.  Pure religion talks about Gods ministry to people.  True ministry, is to shower the broken hearted with the tender love of God.  The gospel is God showering the world with His tender love, so we dont live as if we are fatherless.

One of the meanings of mercy is tender love

Tender love is not just any kind of love, it’s a specific kind of love.  It’s the kind of love that can only come forth from someone if they are intimately acquainted with the suffering of another.  It’s a love that’s filled with tenderness because you’ve experienced the same suffering as someone else.  And because you’ve suffered at the hands of the same thing, the love that pours out of you, pierces the heart, and gives comfort to the one being afflicted.

Mat 9:11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why does your Master eat with publicans and sinners?
Mat 9:12  But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.
Mat 9:13  But go and learn what it means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

The Pharisees were upset with Jesus because he was befriending sinners, sitting with them, eating with them, which was a sign he was joining himself to them.  Jesus says to the Pharisees, go and learn what it means that God says “ I will have mercy, and not sacrifice”.  

In Matthew 12 it was the sabbath day and the disciples were picking corn from the fields because they were hungry.  When the Pharisees saw it they told Jesus his disciples were doing things on the sabbath that were not lawful to do.  They accused Jesus and his disciples of transgressing God.  Jesus brings up David and how he and his men, when they were hungry, entered into the temple and ate the showbread that was not lawful for them to eat.  He asks the pharisees havent you read in the law how the priests in the temple on the sabbath, profane the sabbath, and are blameless?  

And then Jesus says in Mat 12:7  if you had known what this means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless.  

The Pharisees looked at the law of the sabbath as if it were about making a sacrifice for God.  They thought the sabbath was about how they are going to love God by what they give up for God.  And because of that, they condemned the disciples for picking corn on the sabbath when they were hungry.  Jesus says if you knew what it meant that God says “I desire mercy and not sacrifice”, you would not have condemned me or my disciples.  

Jesus says in Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

Jesus isn’t teaching the tithe the law spoke of doesn’t matter.  What he’s doing is He’s opening their eyes to what the tithe was really about.  He’s fulfilling the law of the tithe.  He’s acting as rabbi, as one with authority to interpret the law, and from that foundation he says to them, the tithe the law spoke of is about God’s mercy and justice and faith.  The tithe was always prophesying of the tenderlove in God’s heart towards mankind, and how He visits those who have been bruised by the tribulation in the world, with His justice.  

The sacrifices and offerings in the law are about God’s desire being wrapped up in Him wanting to comfort people from their affliction.  

In Psalm 40, and again in Hebrews 10, Jesus talking with the Father about what he saw in the law, says my eyes have been opened to what is written in the law.  Sacrifices and offerings you never desired, but a body you have prepared for me.  Lo, I come in the volume of the book it is written of me to do thy will O God.  

Sacrifice and offering wasn’t what you’re after.  You didn’t want the sacrifices and offerings of people.  You were never thinking of what the people could give to you.  The sacrifices and offerings were always about you providing yourself as the lamb.  They were always about you preparing a body for me, that I could give my body to be broken for the world.  Its mercy that was always on your mind.  

Sacrifice was never about us doing something for God, or us offering something to God.  It was always about God desiring to visit the brokenhearted with His tenderlove.  When God sees you beset by weakness, He isn’t thinking of you making an offering, or you making a vow to Him.  He’s not thinking of the sacrifice you can make for Him.  What he’s feeling for you is a deep compassion.  A deep knowing of the pain and the hurt and the confusion that comes from the death thats in the world.  What He’s feeling for you is a desire to give Himself for you, for His body to be broken, so His grace can be poured upon you, & you can be comforted in your time of need.  

The tithe is an offering.  The point was never the offering you can make.  The point was Gods desire to give you Himself.  The point is Gods desire to provide Himself as the lamb that can heal your life.  Jesus read the law, and saw its about God preparing a body for him so God can offer His body to be broken for the suffering of the world.  Jesus, saw the tithe as God giving His body to be broken so there would be meat that can feed the world with an incorruptible life.  That’s why Jesus says he is the true bread from heaven.  That’s why Jesus says he is the bread of life.  That’s why Jesus says in the temple, in the house of God, that his flesh is meat indeed.  Malachi says bring ye the tithe to the storehouse, that there might be meat in my house for the people to eat?  Jesus stood in the house of God telling the people his flesh was the meat that can feed them with life.  Jesus is saying his body being broken for us is meat indeed.  His broken body is the meat that can feed you with an indestructible life.  His body being broken is the true manna from heaven.  

If you look at the manna in the Old Testament.  It was a tithe.  It was a tenth of the manna they gathered each day.  An Omer of an ephah, which is a tenth.  Numbers chapter 11 says the manna was beaten and bruised, before the Israelites would eat it.  Jesus is the true manna that was beaten and bruised.  The chastisement that serves us with peace, was upon Jesus on the cross.  He gave his body to be broken, so in his body being broken, he could crush the head of the serpent that was biting us with death.  Jesus’ body was broken at Golgotha, so he could be the true bread from heaven, that could serve us with life.  

When I was around 9 yrs old I was an altar boy in the Catholic Church.  We had communion each service, and the people would line up to come and get communion.  Communion is about remembering the body and blood of Jesus.  When the people would get to the priest or the person authorized to give the Eucharist, they present you with the communion bread, and say to you, the body of Christ.  The meaning of that saying, is that Christ has given up his body to be broken for you.  He is moved so deeply by your suffering and the weakness that is come upon you, that He has given himself up to be broken, so you can be comforted with the comfort that can only come from God’s hand, and you be healed from all your diseases.  

God has given His body to be broken for you … that He might hold your death torn life together by the word of His indestructible life.  He is the firstborn from the dead; the firstborn of a new creation.  

Have you ever seen glow sticks?  In order for the light to shine from the glow sticks, you have to first break the glow sticks.  You take the glow stick and you crack them, and when its cracked it starts to glow.  It’s like the saying you can’t get blood out of a turnip.  The idea is that whenever you squeeze something, whatever is on the inside; whatever that thing consists of is going to come oozing out if you squeeze it … well God consists of an indestructible life.  Within GOD is a life that cannot be overcome; a life that overcomes all things; that holds all things together.  

When the body of Christ was broken, it released the grace of Gods indestructible life upon us.  His broken body is oozing with the comfort we need.  As we are beset by the weakness and grief we feel over the frailty of the life in the world.  As we are compassed about by the confusion and the chaos and the hurt that comes from the darkness in this world.  What we need to see is God shedding His blood because His desire is to cleanse our lives from the death thats in the world.  We need to see God giving Himself up to be broken for us, to pour out of Himself onto us His life, a life that overcomes darkness; a life that makes the crooked things in this world straight; a life that heals us from all our diseases.  

Hos 14:3  Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless find mercy.

When we are feeling fatherless in this world, the tender love we need is found in seeing God’s eyes are full of mercy towards us.  He joins Himself to us in our affliction.  He gives His body to be broken.  He offers Himself up to be smitten and torn at the hands of our sin, so we can be comforted with His life.  

In Colorado we had something called lighting rods.  Colorado is more than a mile above sea level, and in some mountainous places it’s like 2 miles above sea level.  They have lighting rods to draw the attention of lighting away from your house, and away from people.  

God will not allow the death thats in this world to overcome you, or your children.  Though this world may sting you with the bite of the serpent, God has given His body up for you, to be broken, to become a lighting rod for the death and calamity in this world, so you can have a certainty of overcoming the tribulation in this world.  

Prayer  
