I want to look at the doctrine contained in the law.  It’s important in the maturation of a believer to understand the message contained in the law.  A baby must first be fed milk to help them mature before they can move on to strong meat.  If we don’t know what the law was teaching.  If we are unskilled in the message thats contained in the law, it can be difficult to live our lives in this world by the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified.  

The people in the letter to the Hebrews weren’t looking to the faith that was revealed in Jesus.  They got caught up in trying to perfect their lives from the sin and death in the world because they didn’t understand the law properly.  If you think the law preaches a different message than is preached through Jesus.  It will be a struggle for your heart to go to rest in the work of God.  It will leave your heart with a contradiction if you think God was saying something different through the law than He is through Jesus.  It will rob you of the stability that comes from the God who is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow.  

Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.(milk=law;strong meat=the faith revealed in Jesus).  
Heb 5:13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Heb 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
Heb 6:2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
Heb 6:3  And this will we do, if God permit.

The first principles of the oracles of God is talking about the law given to Moses.  The Oracles of God are his prophetic utterances.  It’s the unveiling of His eternal purpose in Christ Jesus.  It’s the unveiling of Alpha and Omega.  ***Oracles=utterance of God=logion***** 

The apostle Paul calls the law the oracles of God in Romans 3.  The law is the beginning of the doctrine that is Christ.  It’s the first principles of the word of God.  The law introduced us to the lamb God would provide to cleanse us from sin and death.  It introduced us to the work God would perform through His Christ to reconcile the world back to Himself.  That’s what the temple service in the earthly tabernacle was all about.  It was an introduction to what God would do to create an earth wherein there is no darkness or death, and create mankind in the likeness of what we see in the glorified Jesus. 

The apostle Paul talking about the law in his letter to the Galatians says the law is a shadow of good things to come in Christ.  He says before faith came in Jesus we were kept under the law, and the purpose was for us to be shut up unto the faith that would later be revealed in Jesus.  You know years ago I always read that as if it said the law shut us out of the faith.  But, shut up unto the faith doesnt mean shut out from the faith.  It means to enclose something on all sides.  It means to shut two things up together, like locking them in a room together.  

The law was like a Tudor and Governor to us, while we were babes in need of milk, introducing us to the faith that would later be revealed in Christ.  The law was a schoolmaster to us, bringing us to Christ.  The way it brings us to Christ is by laying the foundation from where we would lay aside the weight of perfecting ourselves from the sin and death in the world, and instead look to the work God would perform.  The law showed us trusting in our works for life was causing death to reign over us, and it showed us that God would provide a lamb to take away the death sin was serving us with.  

You might say doesnt Galatians say the law is not of faith?   If you look at the context there what Paul is saying is performing the works of the law to be justified is not of faith.  The Galatians thought justification was found in performing the works of the law.  If you think you can be justified by performing the works of the law, that is opposed to the faith.  Here’s the thing, the law never said justification was found in performing the works of the law.  Roman’s 9 says that Israel sought after the law of righteousness but did not attain to the law of righteousness.  Now why didn’t they attain to the righteousness the law spoke of?  Paul says it’s because they sought it by performing the works of the law and not by faith.  The law pointed to faith towards God.  Jesus says in Mat 23:23  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, justice, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.  The man Moses says in Exodus 20:20 God has given you this law so your fear would be before Him.  The fear of the Lord does not mean to be afraid of Him.  The fear of the Lord is for His strength to be exalted in your eyes on account of the love you see He has for you.  When Moses says God gave you this law so your fear would be before Him, what He’s saying is God gave the law so your faith would be towards Him and not your own works. 

Hebrews 6:1 says therefore, leaving the beginning of the doctrine of Christ.  Remember, that’s talking about the law.  Therefore, leaving behind the law Moses received, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith towards God.  Ok, that tells us the message the law was trying to deliver to us.  The law layed the foundation of repentance from dead works, and faith towards God.  Repentance from dead works, and faith towards God is the doctrine the law is teaching.

Foundation:  Mounce’s says a foundation laid in elementary instruction, a foundation of a superstructure of faith, doctrine, or hope, a foundation laid in the commencement of the preaching of the Gospel, Strongs says … something put down, that is, a substruction (of a building, etc.), (literally or figuratively): - foundation.  Thayers says 1) laid down as a foundation, the foundation (of a building, wall, city). 2) metaphorically the foundations, beginnings, first principals.  2a) of institution or system of truth

Christ is the foundation.  The law is the beginning of the foundation that is Christ.  2x4’s/concrete.  The law was laying the foundation from where we could find ourselves turning away from trusting in our own works for life, and instead trust in the work of God. The doctrine contained in the law was supposed to bring forth meekness in us.  It was given to lay the foundation from where we would find ourselves, thinking nothing of our own ability to perfect our lives and this world from sin and death, and thinking everything of Gods ability.  That’s why Jesus says his doctrine was full of meekness and light and easy.  That’s why Jesus says to the rich young ruler, there is one who is good, the Father.  When Jesus read the law it layed the foundation for the Father’s strength to be lifted up in His heart instead of his own strength.  

Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongs to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

The law is the milk.  It was never about performing thou shalts and thou shalt nots.  It was meant to exercise our senses.  It was meant to be like a two edged sword dividing asunder that which is carnal from that which is spiritual.  It was meant to discern both good and evil for us.  It was supposed to show us it was evil to pick up the weight of trying to perfect our lives from the sin and death in the world.   Evil meaning it was near unto cursing.  Picking up the weight of trying to perfect ourselves from the sin and death in the world, produced a life that was perishing.  It could only ever serve you with death, and produce a life of sweating from the brow.  It could never perfect your life from the spots and blemishes of death.  The law was supposed to show us it is good to look unto God to pick up our lives.  Its good to see its Gods good pleasure to take up your life because that will serve you with Gods indestructible life, and the rest that comes from His life.  

You might say is discerning good and evil the same thing as living by the knowledge of good and evil?  Discerning good and evil isnt eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  What it is, is its’ being able to discern between the two trees.  Its the discerning of spirits.  Its to be able to discern the Spirit of God from the spirit of the anti christ.  It’s being able to discern the wisdom that is from above and the wisdom that is from below.  It’s being able to discern the Lord’s body.  It’s being able to discern that the power to be cleansed from death is contained in the body and blood of Jesus, and not in the strength of the flesh.  

You will never find me trying to build myself a house.   I will only ever always look to someone else’s strength to build me a house.  The reason is that I have discerned that if I want the house to be able to stand and have things like water and electricity, then I cannot look to my own strength …. My senses have been exercised to see the good way; the way where I will have a roof over my head and running water, is to look to someone else’s strength.  And my senses have been exercised to see the evil way, is the way where I will try and build the house myself, and because I looked to my own ability, I’m like the two little piggies whose house was blown down by the big bad wolf.  

The law was like a setup man.  If you were to see the message contained in the law clearly, the end result is you would look unto Jesus, and not the strength that is in your hand or the strength that is in the world.  You see what happens is, when you are able to digest the milk of the law, you become skilled in the word of righteousness.  It has a subconscious effect where your eye is set on the faith that was revealed in Jesus.  You see that the power of God to form His life within you is contained in the faith that came in Jesus, and not your own working to perfect your life or perfect this world.

Much of what ails the body of Christ, and keeps them from walking in the full measure of the stature of Sonship, is on account of not understanding the doctrine contained in the law.  If you havent digested the milk yet, it will be a struggle to reach full age in this world.  You’ll end up being slothful with the word of truth, you’ll be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, being a forgetful hearer, forgetting what type of a man you are, falling prey to the temptation that is common to man.  You will struggle to grow in the stature of Sonship, where you never really enter the rest thats contained in the work of God, but are all your days sweating from the brow trying to perfect yourself and this world from sin and death.  

But as the author of Hebrews says, I say these things to you because I am persuaded of better things for you.  

Pray
