Today I won’t to look at the atonement and what is known as the day of atonement.  The word atonement refers to a wrong being made right.  It talks about something that had gotten crooked to be made straight.  It means to mend something that was torn; to redeem something or to restore something to its original design.  In the scriptures the hebrew word means to cover.  When God clothed Adam with the life of His lamb that was a figure of the atonement.  

Sadly the word atonement elicits thoughts of punishment for a lot of people.  We know the atonement is about sin being atoned for.  But, whats happened is we’ve wrongly defined sin as bad behavior, and so we see the atonement as punishment for our bad behavior instead of seeing its about restoration.  

The day of atonement is about atoning for sin, but it’s about atoning for the wages that have come upon mankind because of sin.  One of the meanings of sin is to miss the mark.  It means to not be a partaker with God in His life.  The apostle Paul describes sin in Romans 3 by saying all have sinned, and then Paul describes that as all have come short of the glory of God.  Paul says all have missed the mark God has for their life.  

God set out from the beginning to create man in His image, and after the likeness of His immortality.  Well all fell short of the dream God has for their life because death was reigning over everyone and no one had inherited immortality in their flesh.  The atonement is about God atoning for the fact that mankind was not in the likeness of His immortality.  It’s about God atoning for the death that found an opportunity to manifest in the flesh of mankind, and in the earth through the disobedience of Adam.  Its about God healing mankind from the punishment that is already come upon them because of sin.

It was a sin that mankind wasnt filled with the Holy Spirit.  It was a sin that mankind wasnt partaking in the fruit of God’s life.  It was a sin for mans hearts to be filled with fear, when God created our hearts to be filled with peace and love and joy.  It was a sin for mankind to be trying to find life by the sweat of their brow.  It wasnt right in the eyes of God.  It wasnt what God desired for mankind.  It was a sin for there not to be a man seated in the Godhead.  It was a sin for mankind not to be chillin in the Father’s House, sitting at the table He prepared for them.  It was crooked.  It was jacked up.  It wasnt right.  It was a sin that all of creation was subject to vanity; subject to death.  

The atonement is about God making straight all that got crooked through His Christ.  It’s about God consuming death with life.  When Alpha and Omega, who is Christ Jesus, says in Revelation 21 behold I make all things new, its talking about the atonement, or the day of atonement.  When Revelation 20 says death and hell are cast into the lake of fire its talking about the atonement.  When Revelation 21 says there will be no more death its talking about the day of atonement.  

The Day of Atonement is about God serving His people with an incorruptible life.  Its about God establishing the reign of His incorruptible life in the earth.  It’s about God establishing a heavenly country in the earth; a country that has a permanent foundation, meaning its immovable and unshakable because it’s established upon the reign of an indestructible life.  Its not established on the laws of a carnal commandment that are based upon death management, where it tries to mitigate the death in the world and the death in the flesh through carnal commandments.  Its not built upon a constitution that draws its power from manmade laws and the strength in a mans hand.  The government of this heavenly country is built upon the shoulders of the indestructible life Jesus has in Himself.  

Now because we’ve thought the atonement was about punishment for sin instead of restoration from sin, whats happened is we thought the atonement happened at the cross.  The atonement was not at the cross.  If Jesus had died on the cross and that was it there couldn’t have been an atonement.  What I will say is the work that was needed for there to be an atonement is wrapped up in the cross, but the cross is not the atonement.  

In the Old Testament shadows the atonement for sin didnt happen when the highpriest sacrificed the bulls and goats on the bronze altar.  If the highpriest stopped there, then there wouldn’t be any atonement.  The atonement wasnt until the highpriest entered into the holiest place to appear in the presence of God with the blood of the bulls and goats.  

On the day of atonement the highpriest would perform the sacrifices on the bronze altar.  After that the highpriest would pass through a giant bronze laver filled with water(figure of the sea that separated heaven and earth in the original creation in Genesis).  Then they would pass through the Holy place and into the Holiest place, in the presence of God, with the blood of the sacrifice.  Once they got into the holiest place they would sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat.  

The blood was the power by which the highpriest could enter the holiest place.  The sprinkling of the blood wasnt for Gods conscience it was for the conscience of the highpriest and the people.  It was so the conscience of the highpriest wouldn’t accuse him in the presence of the Lord.  It was so his eyes would be anointed with eye salve and the shame of his nakedness not be uncovered in his sight.  The point was for him to be justified from the accusation of the evil one through the blood of Gods sacrifice; and through him being justified from the accusation, the people could see that, and their conscience could also be purged from the accusation of the evil one.  It was a figure of the accuser of the brethren being cast out.  That’s why on the day of atonement they had the scapegoat which was called Azazel(Satan) and they sent the scapegoat out of the camp forever; that was the atonement.  The restoration of Gods people from the work of the evil one.  

All those things were a shadow of Christ as God’s Highpriest, and what He would do to restore all things.  Hebrews 9 says Christ didnt enter into the Holiest place made with hands, which was only a figure of the true tabernacle, and true holiest place, but he ascended into heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God on behalf of God and mankind.  Hebrews goes on to say that Jesus didnt enter the heavens by shedding the blood of bulls and goats but he entered into the holiest place on account of having shed his own blood.  

Jesus was anointed highpriest when the Holy Spirit descended upon him in the Jordan River, and the Father said you are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.  Jesus offered his body as the highpriest for a sacrifice on the cross.  He shed his blood on the cross.  

The power by which Jesus ascended into the heavens was His blood.  It was on account of him having shed his blood; having put off the body of death; having put off corruption, that He was able to pass through the sea(bronze laver) that separated the heavens and the earth, and pass through the first heaven into the third heaven; entering into the holiest place as the Son of man to inherit the glory of Gods immortality in his flesh.   

God desired to stand face to face with man.  He desired to love us with all of his heart, and all of his strength, and all of his soul.  But, our conscience accused us in His presence and worked fear and death in us.  The serpent stood opposed to us.  The serpent would show up and uncover our nakedness by pointing at the body of death we were clothed in, and accuse us, saying are you really the children of God, filling us with fear and shame.  

Revelation 12 says satan accused the brethren day and night before God.  Revelation 13 says we overcome the accusation of the evil one by the blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony.  Jesus says in Revelation 3:18 buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white raimant, that you may be clothed, and that the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and anoint your eyes with eyesalve, that you may see.  

Jesus ascended into heaven on behalf of God and man to cleanse the heavenly tabernacle.  He appeared so the accuser of the brethren could be cast out.  He ascended to the holiest place in the heavenly tabernacle having shed his blood, to purge mankinds conscience from their body of death; to anoint our eyes with eye salve; so the shame we felt over our nakedness could be covered, and our flesh be put to rest.  He ascended into Heaven as the son of man so the body of death could be covered with life in our sight and we could be justified from the accusation of the evil one.  Jesus appeared in the heavenly tabernacle as the son of man, having shed the body of corruption; having put off the body of death, and because of that he could inherit the kingdom of God in his flesh, and be sat down as the son man at the right hand of the Father.

Now because of that we have the firstfruits of the atonement.  God rebuked the devourer by seating Jesus, the son of man at His right hand, having had the body of death he was clothed in covered with life.  The scripture in Zechariah 3 that says the Lord rebuke you Satan, is this not a brand that has been plucked out of the fire has been fulfilled.  Theres a man seated in the Godhead at the right hand of the Father.  Him who was stealing from us can steal no more.  The accuser of the brethren has been cast out, and the Spirit of the Fathers life has been poured out on all flesh, containing the promise of life to all who will let the Father serve them with His lamb.  We have the treasure of eternal life now in these earthen vessels.  Our lives have been born from the incorruptible seed that is Christ.  Our hearts cry out Abba.  Our hearts have been purified from fear, and our flesh has been put to rest.  We have a surety that Gods life is abiding in us now, and that life is ever growing; ever conquering this world and the death thats in this world. 

Act 3:21  speaking of Jesus and speaking of the final manifestation of the day of atonement says …… Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.   

The word restitution means restoration.  Jesus was received in heaven until the time of the restoration of all things.  Hebrews 9:28 speaking of Jesus says he offered himself once to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.  

The day of atonement or the day of our Lord is about alpha and omega establishing the reign of an indestructible life in the earth.  Its the day the Sons of God come into the presence of the Lord … it’s the day you stand face to face with God, receiving the reward contained in the work you’ve done.  Not the work you’ve done with your hands, but the work of Abraham.  Jesus described the work of Abraham by saying Abraham saw my day and rejoiced.  Abraham saw the day of Christ, the day where death would be eternally destroyed and he would be clothed in a body that was glorified with the immortality of God instead of the body of death that was built by sin, and he would inherit a heavenly country; an earth with no remnant of sin or death anywhere.  Abraham saw the lamb God would provide to cause death to pass over him and he rejoiced in the lamb.  The day of atonement is the day we stand before God, and receive the reward that comes from the faith that was revealed in Christ on the cross.  Where the accuser of the brethren; the devourer that is; the snake who stands opposed to us turns into dust, and the scripture where God tells the serpent he will eat dust all the days of his life is fulfilled by God glorifying our bodies and the earth with His immortality, proving we are His children.  










