Rom 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Rom 4:14  For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect:
Rom 4:15  Because the law works wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.
Rom 4:16  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,

Paul says the law was NOT given for us to inherit the promise of life by performing the works of the law.  It was given for exactly the opposite reason.  The law was given to work wrath.  It was given from heaven to reveal that trying to inherit the promise of life through the works of your hands is transgression.

I want to focus our attention on verse 15 that says “because the law works wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.”  If you don’t consider the context of Roman’s 1-7 it can sound a bit obscure when Paul says “for where no law is, there is no transgression”.  

Paul just said in Romans 3 that by the law is the knowledge of sin.  Sin is a noun here not a verb.  Sin was in the world, and death reigned from Adam to Moses, apart from the law.  But the knowledge of sin and how it was working death in people came through the law.  

Paul says in Roman’s 7 he would not have known sin except the law said thou shalt not covet.  Adam was filled with covetousness in the garden.  He lusted after life through the strength of the flesh, when he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and tried to cloth upon himself.  Paul says I would not have known it was sin to try and cloth myself with the fruit of Gods life except the law said thou shalt not lust after the life of God through the strength of the flesh.  Paul says in Romans 7 the law was given to reveal that sin was exceedingly sinful.  Meaning the law was given to show mankind that looking to the works of their hands to try and inherit life was causing them to fall short of the glorification of their bodies.  Just as Moses says in Exodus 20 when he says fear not, God has given you this law to prove you, that your trust be before Him and not your works, so you do not miss the mark.

Paul says in Romans 5 that even though sin was in the world, serving people with death, sin was not imputed until the law.  The imputation of sin is not God keeping a record of the wrongs committed against Him.  1st Cor 13 says love keeps no record of the wrongs committed against it.  1st John says God is love.  The imputation of sin is God revealing from heaven the law of sin and death.  Its God revealing through the law what sin is and how it works death in mankind. 

The knowledge of sin is the revelation that through mankinds fornication with their works, their works were serving them with death, leaving them barren and unfruitful in God’s life, leaving them in the place where they were all the time bearing the fruit of death.  God comes and shows us what sin is and what it is doing to us through the law so our boast is no longer in the strength of the flesh but it’s in Him.  As it is written let those who boast make their boast in the Lord.  

Paul says the law works wrath.  We read the law works wrath and we see it as a negative thing, as if it’s about God being against us.  I know this can give you cognitive dissonance but, really what it means that the law works wrath is the law works God’s everlasting kindness towards us to gather us to Himself.  Whereas we were filled with fear at the thought of standing in the presence of God, cowering away from Him unto destruction, because our minds were filled with the deadness in our flesh and the strength we saw in our flesh.  The law is part of God’s everlasting kindness to gather us to Himself so He can serve us with His life. 

One of the meanings of the word wrath is strong desire or violent passion or zeal.  It can also mean abhorrence or to abhor something.  It comes from the Greek root that means to stretch oneself, that is, reach out after (long for): - covet after, desire; to stretch one’s self out in order to touch or to grasp something, to reach after or desire something.  

God is passionate about life.  He is life so He has a violent passion for life.  He’s passionate about mankind having His life.  He’s got a burning in His bones for you to have His life and for you to have it abundantly.  God abhors death.  He abhors that which produces death in people.  If we want to know what an abomination to God looks like.  It’s death.  Death and that which produces death in people is an abomination to God.  God is Holy, meaning He is sanctified unto life.  He is set apart unto life and the bringing forth of life.  Everything He does is for the purpose of working life.  God is set apart unto you having His life.  He is set apart unto serving you with His life.  Just as Jesus says it’s the thief who steals, kills, and destroys, I am God with you, and when I am come I come to give you life and life more abundantly.  

The wrath of God is His passionate reach for life.  It’s His passionate reach for mankind to have His life.  When Paul says the law works wrath he’s saying the law reveals from heaven Gods passionate reach for mankind to have life.  The law works Gods passion for man to have His life.   The way it works Gods passion for man to have life is it testifies to  worshipping the works of our own hands cannot cloth us in Gods life.  

Even if we look at the wrath of a man.  You know like the wrath of Kahn from Star Trek.  His wrath was born from a passion for life.  He had a zeal for himself and his people to have life.  The problem is the wrath of man cannot work the righteousness of God.  The wrath of a man is born from self justification and because of that the wrath of a man results in them trying to exalt themselves above others; the zeal of a man to work life results in them taking the life of others so they can have life for themselves.  i.e Cain and Abel

Isaiah 54 describes Gods wrath as His face being hidden for a moment.  It goes on to say that Gods face being hidden for a moment was part of His everlasting kindness towards mankind. 

When Paul says the law works wrath.  He’s saying the law revealed God’s face was hidden for a moment.  Now how did the law reveal God’s face was hidden for a moment?  

The law wasnt a stand alone kind of thing.  There was an earthly tabernacle God had Moses build that went along with the law.  There was the building of the earthly temple that coincided with the giving of the tablets of testimony.  The earthly tabernacle worked together with the law to reveal the wrath of God from heaven.  You can even say the temple worked wrath. 

If we look at the earthly tabernacle God had Moses build, the interesting thing is that God’s face was hidden in that temple.  There was the holy place, then there was the veil, and then there was the holy of holies.  The holy of holies is the place where the presence of God would appear.  It’s where God’s face was.  The holy of holies was hidden behind the veil, and so God’s face was also hidden behind the veil.  Gods face was hidden behind the veil, and yet God was still with the Israelites, tabernacling with them, leading them into the promised land.  God’s face was hidden behind the veil, not out of anger, not because He abandoned them, but as part of His everlasting kindness towards them to gather them to Himself.  

God’s face being hidden behind the veil works the wrath of God.  Now why was God’s face hidden behind the veil, and what was it working? 

Chapter 9 of the letter to the hebrews talks about the earthly tabernacle and the veil.  What it says is, the veil was there hiding Gods face because the Holy Spirit was signifying that the way into the holiest place was not yet made manifest.  

The Holy Ghost was making it evident that God found fault with mankind laboring to cloth themselves with the blessing of life.  The reason God found fault with it is because it left us naked, dead in their sin, with a conscience stained with the body of death, and a heart filled with fear.  The veil in the temple, hid Gods face because the Holy Spirit was signifying that the way mankind thought was unto life could never bring them to God that they might inherit His life.  The law works wrath by revealing Gods face is hidden from the belief that we can be decorated with the fruit of His life by the works of our hands.

Ok … so God has a reward in His hand to gift us.  He is wanting us to come to Him so He can reward us with the gift of eternal life He has in His hand to give.  But, we werent coming to him; we were like Adam in the garden; cowering away from Him in fear unto destruction.  Not seeing God goods pleasure is to cloth us with life, and thinking we had to cloth ourselves with life to come to Him.  

God saw our minds were filled with the deadness we saw in our flesh.  He saw our conscience was stained with sin and death.  He saw we were living by the sweat of our brow, as if the way unto life was through the strength of the flesh.  He saw we were fornicating with the works of our hands trying to be fruitful in His life, and that was causing our intimacy to be with death instead of Him and His eternal life.  

God is jealousy over us with a godly jealousy.  He could never be happy with us worshipping the works of our hands.  The reason that could never make Him happy is because it left us barren and unfruitful in His life.  His face could never shine upon that which was killing us.  He could never bless our union to death.  He could never speak well of us dying.  It was an abomination to Him for us to be dying.  So In His wrath; in His passionate reach towards us; in His zeal for us to have His life and have it more abundantly, He Hid His face for a moment.  He hid His face to signify to us that we could never bear the fruit of His life by fornicating with the works of our hands.  He hid His face for a moment to reveal that way is serving us with death.  He hid His face behind the veil in the temple for a moment to reveal the law of sin and death to us; to teach us that lusting after His life and the fruit of His life through the strength of the flesh was serving us with death.  He did this to gather us to Himself so He could serve us with His life.  He did this so our faith would be towards Him and not our own works.  

Example of daughter bringing serial killer home to her father wanting his blessing on their marriage … Father may hide his face but its not him turning his back on his daughter it’s actually Him standing as the advocate of His daughter.  His face being hidden is the father stretching forth his hand towards the daughter; it’s his passionate reach to save her from destruction.  

The law worked wrath.  The wrath of God was revealed from heaven through the giving of the law.  The law gave us knowledge of transgression.  It showed us we were barren because of our intimacy with our own works.  Just as God’s face was hidden from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The law showed us God’s face was hidden from the belief that man can be clothed upon with life by the works of their hands.  

Paul wasnt ashamed of the gospel.  He wasnt ashamed to say justification is found in Christ and him alone.  The reason is because God revealed the law of sin and death to him from heaven, through the law.  That’s how the law works wrath.  

Prayer:  
