
Gal 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
Gal 5:2  Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.
Gal 5:3  For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.
Gal 5:4  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; you are fallen from grace.
Gal 5:5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

Going to focus in on verse 1

Theres freedom for you in Christ.  Theres something in Christ that serves us with freedom, and keeps us from being entangled with the weak and beggarly elements of the world.  The freedom Paul is talking about here isnt just freedom from performing the works of the law to be justified.  That’s part of it, but you can see you don’t have to perform the works of the law to be justified and still be in bondage to the weak and beggarly elements of the world.  

The weak and beggarly elements of the world are things like touch not, taste not, handle not.  Or the observance of days, and months, and times, and years.  They come from the belief that the flesh can satisfy its desire for life through its own strength. The weak and beggarly elements of the world is anything we look to for the purpose of gathering peace and love and joy to ourselves, that is dependent on the strength we see in our flesh.  The Galatians thought if they could be circumcised in the flesh, that would be the strength that could serve them with the life they desired.  

Touch not, taste not handle not.  Observing days and times and years, and things like the circumcision of the flesh.  The reason Paul calls those things weak and beggarly is because they can never satisfy the flesh with long life.  Those things are weak because they can never overcome death in the flesh; they can never put the flesh to rest; they can never give the flesh what it is really after.  Paul says the only thing that has the strength to satisfy the flesh’s desire for life; for peace and love and joy, is the faith that came in Jesus Christ.  He says the certainty of life; the certainty of seeing life manifested in us, can only be found in the faith that was revealed in Jesus.

How can we find ourselves remaining in the liberty Christ came to give us?  I mean how do we end up being entangled again with bondage in the first place.  How did these guys in Galatia end up in bondage?  Paul says in Galatians 3 Christ was put clearly on display in their midst … they saw clearly in Christ being crucified, that the power to be justified with life isnt found in the strength you can manifest through the works of your hands.  So how is it the Galatians were able to be bewitched to begin with?  

Heb 2:14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
Heb 2:15  And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

Notice the phrase “subject to bondage”.  The devil had something in mankind.  He was able to entangle us with bondage, through death.  It’s death that entangles us with bondage.  The yoke of bondage comes upon  a person through fear of death.  That’s how we fall prey to the weak and beggarly elements of the world, the fear of death.  You cant be entangled with the yoke of bondage unless you are first filled with the fear of death.  Touch not, taste not, handle not only makes sense to us in the presence of a perishable life.  The weak and beggarly elements of the world only make sense to us if we think we are separated from what we need to experience life.  If I already possess an incorruptible life, and life carries with it a certainty that it will serve me with peace and love and joy.  How will anyone be able to convince me I need to observe rituals to attain to life.   If you look at the Galatians, they were entangled again with the yoke of bondage through the fear that came from thinking they lacked something needed for them to be justified with life. 

The fear of death is not just being afraid to die one day.  It’s the fear that comes from thinking you are separated from the good thing you to have a life full of peace, and love, and joy.  Its the fear that comes from thinking God’s not with you.  It’s the fear that comes from thinking Gods face is hid from you.  That the affliction you see in your life is a sign God abhors you and doesn’t hear you.  That’s the fear you know … death speaks to us, telling us Gods not there.  Meaning life isnt present with us; what we need to experience peace and love and joy is not present with us.  God with you=life with you.  Well if you are encountering death and tribulation the carnal mind concludes it must mean Gods not there.  And if Gods not there then the life we need is also not there.  

Rom 8:12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  Why?  Because our eyes have been opened to see God in our midst Shepherding our lives through Christ.
Rom 8:13  For if you live after the flesh, you shall die: but if you through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, you shall live.
Rom 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Rom 8:15  For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but you have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
Rom 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
Rom 8:17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Notice in verse 16 Paul connects bondage with fear.  There’s a spirit that is unto fear, and there is a spirit that is unto a person crying out Abba.  There’s a spirit that is unto a person busying themselves with the weak and beggarly elements of the world, and there’s a spirit that is unto a person being filled with liberty. 

There’s a movie named Braveheart I think fits with what we are talking about here. 

Braveheart is about a man named William Wallace.  Now William Wallace was a Scottish guy, who lived in Scotland at a time when the Scottish people were enslaved to England.  Everyone in Scotland had come under the fear of England … the fear of the harm that could come to them and their loved ones if they did not submit themselves to Englands reign over them.  Now this guy William Wallace became a man possessed with freedom when an English duke murdered his young wife, and he lost everything that mattered to him in the world.  There’s a famous lyric from a Janis Joplin song that goes something like … “freedom’s just another word for nothing left to lose”.  I’ve said it many times but I’m not sure you can preach the unadulterated gospel unless you’ve first lost everything and counted it as gain.  

So this guy William Wallace became a man possessed with liberty.  He had no fear and was conquering all the armies of England and taking back all the scots land, and through the legend of William Wallace the Scottish people were being delivered from the fear of England, and beginning to be filled with boldness.  Well the King of England thought if he can capture this William Wallace guy, that is galvanizing the Scottish people, and make an example out of him in front of everyone , they could once again fill the people with fear and enslave them.  What they wanted to do is to demonstrate in front of all the Scottish people that this guy, William Wallace is afraid of what England can do to him.  They wanted to make him beg for mercy in front of all the people so the fear of England could be reestablished in the hearts of the Scottish people.  So they captured this guy William Wallace, and they tried to fill him with fear through the threat of torture.  They said if he will just cry uncle in front of the people they will give him a quick death, but if he didnt beg for mercy they would torture him until he did.

Now William Wallace did not have the spirit that was unto fear.  He didnt love his life in the world, so he refused to beg for mercy.  Well they strapped him down to a torture table in the midst of the public square and began torturing him in unspeakable ways to get him to beg for mercy in front of all the people.  But, this guy William Wallace would not ask for mercy.   The torture became so much that the people in the crowd began pleading mercy for him.  Even his warrior friends, who fought with him the entire time, began to say just cry out mercy man.  Then all of a sudden the guy leading the torture sees that William Wallace wants to say something, so he stops the torture and tells the crowd, the prisoner wants to say something, thinking William Wallace is going to cry out for mercy.   In that moment William Wallace gathers up whatever breath he still had, they had cut out his insides, and with that last breath he cries out FRREEEDOMMM.

I see a lot of parallels between William Wallace and Jesus.  

Jesus was born of a woman; born under the law of sin and death.  He shows up as the champion of mankind; the hero of the world; not filled with fear; delivering people from the fear of death by sending sin away from people.  The devil said I am going to crucify the Son of God in the midst of the people, and sting him with fear, so the spirit of fear can dwell in mankind, and they are enslaved to me for all eternity.  Satan wanted Jesus to submit to fear in the midst of the great congregation so we would be in bondage to him all our days through fear of death.  Satan brutalized Jesus; beating him beyond recognition; he pressed a crown of thorns into his head; he had him carry a wooden cross up the hill of Calvary, and then nailed him to that cross by his wrists and his feet … torturing our messiah in our midst to fill him with the fear of death.  But Satans plan backfired.  As the scripture says death had nothing in Jesus.  Death could not put him in bondage to the weak and beggarly elements of the world because fear was not able to be conceived in his heart.  He did not have the spirit that was unto fear.  He did not have the the spirit that could not comprehend God that was there with Him in the midst of this.  He had the Spirit of adoption.  The Spirit Jesus shared with the Father from the beginning gave him eyes to see he wasn’t alone on the cross; he saw the Father was with him; he saw a table full of life prepared for him.  And just as William Wallace didnt submit unto fear but cried out freedom with his last breath.  Jesus was not submitted to the fear of death but cried out Abba with his last breath.  He cried out Abba because he saw Abba was there Shepherding his life.  

Now do you know what happened after William Wallace cried out Freedom?  Something powerful happened.  The King of England’s plan to instill fear in the hearts of the Scottish people backfired.  Something happened to all the Scottish people that day William Wallace cried out Freedom with his last breath.  His words pierced the hearts of all the people there, and his spirit, the same spirit that was in him, the spirit that was not filled with fear unto bondage, but was filled with boldness and freedom was born in all the people in that crowd and in all of scotland.  They were animated with the spirit of freedom, and were delivered from the spirit of fear that left them in bondage to England, and they were liberated from the bondage of England.  

Just as those guys had the same spirit that was in William Wallace.  We have the same spirit that was in Jesus.  The same spirit that was in Jesus when he cried out Abba has been poured out on all flesh.  We have the Spirit of the Son; the same Spirit that sees God with us; having prepared a table full of life for us; giving us eyes to see that even though we may be in a world shadowed with death; God is present with us having overflowed our cup with the wine of His life.

Paul says we have not been given a spirit that tells us God’s face is hid from us; we have not been give the spirit that says to us our affliction is a sign God is not with us, and abhorring us.  But, we’ve been given the same Spirit that was in the Lord Jesus.  The Spirit that cries out Abba because it sees He is there in the midst of the tribulation, serving us with His life.

The Spirit we’ve been given through Jesus causes us to stand fast in liberty.  It keeps us from being submitted to the weak and beggarly elements of the world because it gives us eyes to see God with us Shepherding our lives.  The moment we can be tempted through death we see God there serving us with His life, and that keeps us from the weak and beggarly elements of the world.  As it is written the Lord is my Shepherd I come behind in no good thing.  I see He is present with me always, Shepherding my life, and that causes me to lie down, that quiets my heart from the fear thats in the world through death.  

Prayer

