Happy New Year Everyone!  Welcome to the year of our Lord 2022.  

The reason we celebrate the new year is to commemorate the end of the previous year and the beginning of a new year.  Holidays are meant to stir us up by bringing something to our remembrance.  The feasts were given to Israel to stir them up by reminding them of the work of God.  

Every year on the eve of a new year when it becomes midnight we say happy new year!  We have a countdown where the excitement is building and we say happy new year.  

Have you noticed how happy we are about a new year?  Why are we so happy?  What is it about a new year that makes us so happy?  There’s an excitement wrapped up in the new.  There’s a subconscious working of joy in our hearts over the old passing away and there being something new.  

I remember when i was a kid there was a game show called the Price is Right.  The host Bob Barker would say Rod, tell the contestants what we have for them today.  And Rod in all his exuberance would say “A New Car”!  And the people would go crazy!  

If I tell you I’m going to give you a used car you will be happy but if I say I’m going to give you a new car your joy will runneth over.  Just having the word new in front of the car brings great joy with it. 

Israel rings in the new year with a feast called rosh hoshana which means ‘Head of the Year'.  The Rabbis call it, 'Beginning of the Year', or 'Start of the Year', or even 'Happy New Year.' 

The jewish new year isnt January 1st like it is for us.  It begins at sundown on the eve of Tishrei 1.  Tishrei 1 is usually in the month of September or October.  Last year it was Sept 6th and in 2022 it will be I believe Sept 26th.  In Hebrew it’s called Yom Teruah, which literally means day of shouting or blasting.  They blow trumps and make a great shout.  Interestingly enough they shout “Father, Father” all while looking to the coming day of atonement.  

One of the things about the Jewish New Year is it commemorates creation.  Rosh Hoshana is thought to be the birthday of the universe when God created Adam and Eve. 

When you look at the The Jewish New Year it also marked the beginning of the high holy days and what was called an awakening to judgment.  The judgement is talking about Yom Kippur or the day of atonement.  

I know the word judgment and the word atonement has been correlated with something negative for many of us.  But, the ancient Hebrew concept of a judge is one who restores their people to life.  A judge would serve their people with a righteous life.  

The day of judgement or the day of atonement is about the restoration of all things going down.  Where the physical heaven and the physical earth become one; the earth is baptized in the glory of God’s life; death is consumed to the uttermost and eternally destroyed, just as it was in the flesh of Jesus when he was raised from the dead, and God walks with mankind in a glorified earth, in glorified bodies.  

When you look at the whole of what the Jewish New Year is pointing too, yes it is commemorating creation but it’s not just any creation it’s commemorating.  Its pointing to the new creation, the new Jerusalem, the heavenly city from above, wherein righteousness dwells, and theres no remnant of sin and death anywhere, on account of the reign of God’s indestructible life. 

The New Year is the celebration of a new creation.  You can even say Happy New Creation!  Its meant to make the first creation old, and cause it to pass away from your heart, where you forget about it, and you forget about sin and you forget about death, and you walk in the life that makes all things new, through your mind being filled with the new creation that is saturated with an incorruptible life. 

The Jewish people call the New Year the ‘Head of the Year’ because they say it stands in the same relationship to the rest of the year as the head does to the body.  They say just as the head is the source of the life force of the person, and afterwards this life force is distributed to each individual organ of the body, so also Rosh Hoshana has hidden within it all of the life force of the year, and from this holiday that life force is apportioned to each and every individual day.   

I love that Jay brought up Isaiah 43 in his message last week.  Isaiah 43:18-19 says Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.  Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it?  I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

Isaiah was prophesying of the coming exile where Israel would be taken captive from their land by Babylon.  Theres a lot we can say about this prophecy but with respect to the entire Spirit of Prophecy these verses are pointing to Jesus and the work God would do through Alpha and Omega to make a new creation.  

As it says in Revelation 21 …. And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.(former things passed away)
Rev 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.(new thing)
Rev 21:3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.
Rev 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.(land wherein there is sin and death)
Rev 21:5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.
Rev 21:6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

God speaking through Isaiah says do not think of the land from which you are exiled, the land that death and destruction has come upon.  Do not think of that city as if the provision for life is found there.  I will serve you with my life, whether you are in the land or not.  I will establish a new city, a heavenly city in the earth, one that is under the reign of an indestructible life.  Let your mind be filled with the new Jerusalem, where heaven and earth are made one, and sin and death are erased from the history books.  Let your mind be filled with the new creation and the new man.  

The former things is the old man whose life is but dust, and is perishing.  The former things is an earth that is being shadowed with death.  The former things is a corruptible life.  The former things is death, and the body of death that sin built.  

Heb 8:13 says In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.  Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.  

When you say something is new you are making the first old, meaning the first is being purged from your conscience or being pushed out of your conscience by the new.  Its being cleansed from your thoughts on account of being replaced with something new.  

In that we say a new year, and a new creation the first is being made old in our hearts.  In that we say a new man we make the first man Adam old.  Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.   

Ringing in the new year is about looking to the new man who is created by the righteous deed of God, so we forget the former things; the body of sin and the body of death that was created by the strength of man.  And we be filled daily with the life that saturates the new creation.  Meaning we receive nutrients from the head, that is Christ, and spend our days walking in the newness of life, instead of the oldness of death.  

As the apostle Paul says in Romans 6 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.(be taken captive by sin through the body of death).  

Fresh start … if anyone is desiring a fresh start.  That freshness your thinking of is found in God and what He’s done to make a new creation.  

When we think of the New Year and you say Happy New Year.  Let us think of Gods resolve to create us in the image of what is seen in Christ Jesus.  Let us think of the New Creation God has brought forth, is bringing forth, and shall bring forth.  Let us see God has resolved Himself in Christ to do the work that was needed for all things to be made new.  Let us no longer think of the old creation, wherein there is the shadow of darkness and death.  Let us be resolved to reckon the old man dead and passed away.  Let us think of the new man God brought forth out of the ground when he raised Jesus out of the grave, never to be able to be touched by sin again.  So our steps are saturated with the life that is found in Christ.  

Prayer 

