I want to talk about what we believe and why we believe it.  I’m not talking about what is it this group of people believe.  I’m talking about the Christian faith.  What is the faith and how do we know that’s what it is. 

The apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4 there is one Lord, and there is one faith.  A lot of strange doctrines have crept into Christianity over the years, setting themselves up as pillars in the church, distracting people from what the christian faith is really all about.  One of the reasons we see so many different denominations in the world is because people have exchanged the faith for their pet doctrines or the pet doctrines of their favorite theologians.

I’m thinking of the Batman movie where Jack Nicholson plays the Joker and says this town needs an enema.  Listen the body of Christ needs an enema.  It needs a flushing out of all the man made doctrines that have crept into the church. 

One of the main reasons God sent Jesus to the earth is because he saw everybody and their mother had a teaching about the way unto life.  That’s where we get old wives tales, and fables, and mythology, and fairy tales.  So He sent Jesus to decide the matter once and for all.  He sent Jesus to once and for all issue a decree in the earth about the doctrine that is unto godliness.  

1Jn 5:11  says  … And this is the testimony, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

The apostle John describes the faith by simply saying, God has given us eternal life as a gift and that eternal life is in His Son Jesus Christ.  

The testimony is the word God gave in Jesus about the way to inherit life and godliness.  The Father has a life in Himself that overcomes the death in the world, and can fill us with His love.  The Father has given that Jesus would have this same life in himself.  The word about how we can inherit the Father’s life; the life that overcomes sin in the flesh and purifies our hearts from fear, was revealed in the body of Jesus death and resurrection.  That’s why John begins his letter by saying that which was from the beginning; which we have seen with our eyes; which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the word of life; meaning John saw the way that is unto life in the man Jesus.

1Jn 2:27  says But the anointing which you have received of Jesus abides in you, and you need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teaches you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it has taught you, you shall abide in Jesus.

John isnt saying we arent in need of being taught.  He’s saying we arent in need of any other teaching on how to overcome sin and death in the flesh.  We arent in need of any other teaching on how to inherit the Father’s life and Godliness, other than the teaching thats contained in the anointing we received from Jesus.  The anointing is the Holy Spirit.  Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Spirit of Truth.  Within the Holy Spirit is contained the truth that was revealed in Jesus, that is the way unto life.  And just as Jesus says when the Spirit of Truth is come he will not speak of himself but will speak of Me, and guide you into whatsoever things are revealed in me, in my death and resurrection and ascension.  John says you arent in need of any other teaching other than the teaching contained in the Spirit of Truth you received from Jesus, and that anointing teaches the way to inherit the Father’s life is to abide in the word that was revealed in Jesus. 

The apostle Paul says in Romans 1 he received grace to be an apostle for the obedience of faith among all nations.  Paul says the grace he received to be an apostle was for the purpose of people being persuaded by the faith.

What faith is Paul talking about here?  In Galatians 2 Paul says he lived his life in the world by the faith of the Son of God.   When Paul talks about the faith of the Son of God or the faith of Jesus Christ he’s talking about the faith that was revealed in Jesus on the cross.  Paul says he was crucified with Christ, and then he describes what that means by saying the life he lives in this world he lives by the faith of the Son of God.  Paul saw the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified and that faith was born in him.  From faith to faith.  And it’s because of his fellowship with the faith that was in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified, that he walks in this world as a living sacrifice, where the power behind his life is not the strength of his works or the strength of the world, but the power behind his life is the strength in Gods life.

In 1st Timothy 3 Paul says to Timothy …. great is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh.  When Paul encountered the glorified Jesus on the road to Damascus godliness was no longer a mystery to him.  He saw the man Jesus possessing the very glory and immortality of God in his body.

When Paul was Saul he thought godliness was found in the strength of the flesh.  He thought the strength to be exalted to life and godliness was contained in the Jewishness of his flesh, and performing the works of the law.  The idea was I will sow the strength in my own hand to work what is right, and through that I will produce good fruit, and that good fruit I produce will be my justification.  The wisdom of the world says it’s the strength contained in the flesh that will exalt you.  It says the power for your heart to be lifted up in peace and love and joy is found in the strength you can see in your flesh.  It says the power to be justified is contained in the goodness you see in your flesh, whether it be strength, or nobility, or being wise.  That within what you see in your flesh, whether it be your ability or the beauty you see there, is contained the power for you to be justified.  

Well Christ made Sauls doctrine foolish on the road to Damascus.  Paul wasnt just like wow a glorified man … Pauls thoughts were captivated with how did this man end up glorified.  Paul was a pharisee.  He spent every waking moment thinking on attaining to the kingdom of God.  Paul was all his days coveting the life of God so he wanted to know how did this guy end up inheriting the kingdom of God.  He would’ve thought back to Jesus on the cross, how there was nothing beautiful to behold in his flesh; no strength to be seen in his flesh.  The only thing that could be seen was the fulness of all weakness.  There was only sin and cursing and death to be seen in him.  He would’ve thought of how Jesus’ hands were nailed to a tree so he could do no good works.  He would’ve thought of Jesus crying out to the Father and committing His desire for life and justice into the strength of the Father’s hand.  And how this man Jesus inherited life and godliness simply by believing on the Father’s goodness towards him to do a work to deliver him from death.

That’s why Paul says in 1st Cor 1 God made foolish the wisdom of the world through the cross.  Paul goes on to say he purposed to know nothing in their midst save Jesus Christ and him crucified.  He purposed to know no other doctrine in the midst of the church except Christ crucified.  He says what is seen in Christ on the cross is the wisdom of God and the power of God.  Within what is seen in Christ on the cross is contained the wisdom that is unto life and godliness, and the power for life and godliness to be made manifest in people. 

Paul learned his doctrine from Christ crucified.  He learned from the cross it’s not by the strength of the flesh.  Its not by what I see in this flesh, that I can be exalted unto life.  Its not the good fruit I can produce for God that will cause me to overcome sin and death in the flesh.  Its not my ability to perform the works of the law.  Its not my service that will exalt me to life and godliness.  Its not Calvin’s perverted view of predestination that will exalt me to life and godliness.  Its not the preterist doctrine that will cause me to overcome sin in the flesh.  Its not the hebrew roots doctrines that will justify me with Gods life.  Its not the doctrine of universalism that will serve me with the kingdom of God.  Its not by gathering the good of this world to myself through my much positive confession that I’ll be justified with life.  Its by simply calling upon the name of the Lord.  Its by simply believing on the goodness of the Father to do a work to serve me with life and godliness.  Its by simply looking to the Father and His work, and the lamb He provided, that will cause sin and death to pass over me.  Godliness is your inheritance not something you strive to perform.  Its made manifest by simply looking to God to Father His life in you by the power of His lamb.  

How do we know this is what the christian faith is all about?  Why is it we believe it.  Why is it that Paul and the other apostles believed this?  

It was put to the test in Jesus.  It was tried in the fire and proved, to see what it was all about.  We see the substance of the faith that was in Jesus’ heart, when his flesh was to put to rest on the cross, and he was raised from the dead in glorified immortal flesh, free from sin, never to die again.  As Jesus says in Revelation 3:18 buy of me gold thats been tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and be clothed in white raiment so the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and your eyes be anointed with eye salve; so you can see.  

Theres Jesus on the cross, and theres no strength in his flesh.  He wasnt wise according to what was seen in his flesh.  He wasnt noble according to what was seen in his flesh.  He wasnt strong according to what was seen in his flesh.  We can see both his hands nailed to the cross; that he didnt look to his good works to overcome sin and death in the flesh.  He didnt call out to God on the cross, and tell the Father all the miracles he performed and all the good deeds he did, like the pharisee in Luke 18.  He thought little of his own works and made much of the work of God.  He was meek, he was poor in spirit.  He saw Gods eyes were full of mercy.  Hebrews says he looked to the one who could save him.  He cried out Abba into your hands I commit my desire for life.  This is the doctrine of Jesus.  The cross is Jesus teaching his doctrine.  

Jesus says in the sermon on the mount that the greatest in the kingdom, which is slang for the one who is rabbi; the one who is master; the one who has the words of life.  Will not just teach their doctrine about the way unto godliness but they will prove it to be true.  

Jesus says in Matthew 6:33 seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  Jesus didnt just teach that the way to inherit the kingdom of God is to seek God’s righteousness to give you the kingdom as a gift.  But he thirsted after the Father’s righteousness towards him on the cross.  And we see his doctrine proved true because he overcame sin and death in the flesh, and was exalted unto life and godliness in the resurrection.  He inherited the kingdom of God in his physical body.  And we see it was on account of him looking to the strength in the Fathers hand and not the strength in the world and the strength in his own hand. 

You might say Yes that’s the way to have eternal life but we need to live right, and lead godly lives in the earth.  We need to serve.  

Yes, and the power to see all those things manifest in our lives is contained in the same faith that was revealed in Jesus on the cross.  In Romans 12 when Paul talks about the different gifts and offices people have in the church, he says the grace that produces those things in people comes from the measure of faith God gave to every person in Christ.  Paul says later in Romans 14 anything not of faith is sin.  If we think the christian faith is how we must perform these things so we can be godly the power behind what we are doing is not faith its sin.  

In Pauls letter to the Galatians he says are you so foolish having begun in the Spirit will you now be made perfect by the strength of the flesh to perform the works of the law …. This only would I ask of you .. received ye the Holy Spirit by the works of the law or by the hearing of faith?   

We don’t look at the works of the law and try to live godly in the earth through our works.  Rather we desire to see people filled with the fruit of the Spirit.  The fruit of the Spirit can do no harm and it can cause no harm.  The letter to the Galatians says the power to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit is contained in the hearing of the faith.  Paul says Christ is made of full effect in peoples lives by the power of the Spirit, and he says the way we walk in the Spirit is by the hearing of faith.  The power for people to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit is through continuing to hear the faith that was revealed in Jesus Christ on the cross.  

The apostle Paul describes christian obedience in his letter to the Philippians by saying workout your salvation with fear and trembling.  He goes on to say for it is God who works in you, God who works in you, both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  

The way you will see salvation from sin and death worked out in you is for the work God performed through His lamb to be lifted up in your sight.  Just as Moses says in Exodus 14 when the Hebrews were desiring to be delivered from the bondage of pharoah … stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.  The Lord will do a work to serve you with His peace.  

Prayer at the end 










