I want to finish our time together bringing to everyone’s remembrance what the forgiveness of sin is all about.  The apostle Paul never said examine yourself for fruit, but he did say examine yourselves to see if you are in the faith.  

The forgiveness of sin is one of the most powerful truths of the gospel.  It isnt only about life in the world to come, it’s health and healing to all our flesh even as we walk in this world.  The forgiveness of sin is full of power to heal your lives from the fear and the stress and the anxieties that are in the world.  In the gospel accounts we see people being healed from all manner of infirmities simply by Jesus saying to them “your sin is forgiven you”.  

I’ve talked about the dictionary of our hearts some.  We’ve equated our cultural understanding of the word forgiveness to the forgiveness of sin.  What’s happened is thats left us thinking God was offended with us because of our bad behavior.  The message of forgiveness has gone something like God desired proper behavior from us.  But we were bad boys and girls, and because we disobeyed He was very offended with us.  And the message we’ve been given concerning the forgiveness of sin centered around the idea of God letting go of His offense.

Even the way we’ve described God letting go of his offense isn’t consistent with our cultural understanding of forgiveness.  I mean according to the theology we were taught in the past, God didnt just let go of His offense.  It was taught that He poured His anger out on Jesus on the cross, and that’s how He was delivered from His offense.  

I’m not sure if we’ve thought about it but if you need to take your anger out on something or someone to be relieved from offense that’s not forgiveness that’s payment for what makes you angry.  Imagine I come and say I’ll forgive you but first I must exact a pound of flesh.  You would say to me that’s not forgiveness. 

Listen Gods not so fragile that He is in need of being delivered from offense.  God isnt self centered.  He doesnt filter our behavior through Himself.  When He thinks of mankinds sin He isnt thinking of how He was harmed, He’s thinking of the harm sin brings to people.  The dissatisfaction He feels isnt that you disrespected Him, it’s that He’s dissatisfied at the thought of you suffering at the hands of sin.  

1st Cor 13 says in the amplified that love doesn’t keep a record of the wrongs committed against it.  It says love is not resentful.  Well 1st John says God is love so we know God doesnt keep a record of the wrongs committed against Him.  

Because we’ve been taught the forgiveness of sin is about God no longer being offended, what’s happened is its left us focusing on our behavior, as if that’s what it’s all about, where we use the forgiveness of sin to try and believe God isnt condemning us for our bad behavior.  Its true God doesnt condemn us for our bad behavior but that’s not what the forgiveness of sin is all about, and seeing it that way has caused us to be unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ Jesus.  

Jesus says the traditions of man make the word of God of no effect.  1st Peter says if anyone is barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ Jesus the reason is because  they have forgotten they were purged from their sin.  Our traditions concerning the forgiveness of sin have made it to where we have forgotten what it means to be purged from sin.  And many christians are continuing in sin.  To continue in sin doesnt means to continue in bad behavior it’s means to continue as if the death and corruption in this world is still reigning over you.  Its to continue in this world as if the weakness you see in your bodies is the power behind your life.  Its to continue as if you are lacking something that is needed for life and godlikeness.  

Many of the things that ail our lives is because the true meaning of forgiveness has been lost in the church.  We’ve forgotten that God has brought forth our life from the incorruptible seed He has in Himself.  We’ve forgotten that we’re not one flesh with the sin and the death and the corruption and tribulation in the world, and that we’re one flesh with God and His indestructible life through the body of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The power behind your life is not found in what you see in your mortal bodies or what you see in this world.  

Act 13:38  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:

If you read chapter 13 in the book of Acts, the apostle Paul says Jesus was raised up from corruption, and its because Jesus was raised up from corruption, the forgiveness of sin is preached to us.  

Paul equates the forgiveness of sin with being raised up from corruption.  He doesnt say anything about God being angry.  He says through this man Jesus is preached to you what God has done to deliver your life from the corruption you see in your bodies and in the world.  

Through this man Jesus is preached to you the forgiveness of sin.  Through this man Jesus I declare to you that God is filled with compassion towards you.  His eyes are filled with mercy.  He is with you to alleviate your suffering.  He sees the infirmity of your flesh and His hand is stretched forth towards you to heal your life from the infirmity of your flesh.  Gods the only one who can forgive sin.  He’s the only one who can remove the weakness that is come upon your bodies and minds from sin.  But, He has given us the keys to heaven.  As Jesus is now in heaven I declare to you that so are you.  As Jesus’ body is cleansed from all sin and death and weakness now.  I declare unto you that you are cleansed from all weakness and sin and death by the power of Gods hand. 

When we think of the forgiveness of sin we want to think of it as the forgiveness of the wages of sin.  The apostle Paul says the wages of sin is death.  He didn’t say the wages of sin is God will be angry with you.  When God told Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil He didnt say in the day you eat of it I will be angry with you.  He said in the day you eat of that tree, that tree will serve you with death.  The reward sin has in itself to give is death.  Sin doesn’t need any help from God to punish people with death.  

From G863; freedom;

1) release from bondage or imprisonment/Hebrews 2 says we were all our days in bondage through the fear of death.  Forgiveness is to deliver people from the fear thats in the world through death.  
2) forgiveness or pardon, of sins (letting them go as if they had never been committed), meaning the remission of the penalty

From root word that means ) to send away
1a) to bid going away or depart
1a1) of a husband divorcing his wife

of any kind of separation of one thing from another by which the union or fellowship of the two is destroyed 

Do you see how the word forgiveness in the greek makes no mention of someone being delivered from anger.  If the forgiveness of sin was about Gods anger being sent away from us, it would be called the forgiveness of God’s anger instead of the forgiveness of sin.  

Example of surgeon who performs surgery to remove a tumor from a patient.  If we looked at the proper use of the word forgiveness used in the scriptures we could say the doctor forgave the patient of the tumor.  

When John says behold the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  He is saying behold the lamb of God who takes away the death that was reigning over the world.  In the exodus it’s called the passover lamb because the lamb caused death to passover the people. 

The forgiveness of sin is the forgiveness of death.  It’s the forgiveness of tribulation.  Its about sending the wages of sin away from people.  It’s about sending away from people that which sin is punishing them with.  Its to divorce people’s lives from the weakness and infirmity that’s manifested in their bodies and in the earth because of the sin and death Adam planted in the earth. 

In a marriage we say the two shall become one flesh.  Well when Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil it was as a marriage between mankind and sin.  We became one body and one flesh with sin.  What that means is our lives were braided together with the death and the corruption and the tribulation that comes from sin.

God could never bless our union to death.  He could never grant eternal life to our union to death.  He could never say amen to us being one flesh with death so He hid His face from our union to death.  He didnt hide His face from us, He hid His face from our union to death because He loves us.  He set 2 cherubims to keep the way of the tree of life, to keep us from eating from the tree of life, while we were joined together with death, until He could divorce us from our union to death.

Something interesting about the 2 cherubims keeping the tree of life is those same cherubims were etched on the veil in the temple that kept the way into the holiest place.  In Ancient jewish sketches the tree of life is depicted as being in the holiest place, and the holiest place was also thought by many to be the place where heaven and earth met, which was analogous of the garden of eden. 

Now fast forward to Jesus on the cross.  He’s the last Adam.  He came in the likeness of sinful flesh.  On the cross he cries out it is finished and he breathes his last breath and gives up the ghost.  And the scripture says at that moment the veil in the temple was rent from top to bottom.  

At weddings we say til death do us part.  When Jesus cried out it is finished.  He was declaring mankind was free from the law of their husband.  In Jesus breathing his last breath in corruptible flesh he was divorcing mankind from our union to the death and the corruption and the sin in the world.  When Jesus cried out it is finished he was saying Father, mankind is no longer one flesh with death, they are free to be married to us.  And what happened in that moment?  The veil was torn from top to bottom.  The veil that had the cherubims etched on it that was keeping mankind from the tree of life was torn from top to bottom. 

Hebrews 10 says the veil that was keeping the way to the holiest place; and was keeping the way to the tree of life was torn through the body of Jesus’ death.  When Jesus cried it is finished he was saying the sin of the world is forgiven them.  We have divorced them from the death they were joined to in Adam.  We have set their lives free from the infirmity in the world and the infirmity that is come upon their bodies.  They are free to be married to us and our indestructible life through the body of my death.  They are free to eat from the tree of life. 

By the sin of one man Adam all people lost access to the tree of life but by Jesus laying down his life, having authority over all flesh, all people once again have free access to the tree of life.  And we access the tree of life by the faith.  This is the forgiveness of sin.  Its God bringing an end to our union to death so we can be free to be braided together with Him through faith in Jesus.  

In the scriptures when Jesus says your sin is forgiven you he isn’t saying GOD is no longer angry with you.  What he’s saying to the people, is the destruction that is come upon your life because of the sin in the world; that which is destroying your life because of the sin in the world is sent away from you by the hand of God.  He’s saying your life is no longer intertwined with the weakness you see in your flesh or the weakness you see in the world.  

When Jesus says to the people your sin is forgiven you, what they heard is God is with them to divorce their lives from the disease and the sickness and the corruption that was come upon them from sin.  When they heard Jesus say to them your sin is forgiven what they heard is the destruction that is come upon me from sin is now sent away from me by God Himself.

When you think of the forgiveness of sin you want to hear that God has sent the corruption and death you see in yourselves and in the world away from you.  You want to hear that you are no longer one flesh with the death and the tribulation and the corruption and disease you see in this world.  You want to hear God saying to you that your life is not one flesh with the weakness in your body ……. When you think of the forgiveness of sin, you want to hear God saying,/that which is come upon your life from sin is sent away from you.  The forgiveness of sin is God saying, though you were one flesh with the destruction and death and disease and tribulation in this world.  I have divorced your life from this world and all the death and fruit of death and corruption in this world.  I have separated your life from the destruction that is come upon you from the sin thats in the world.  

Jesus is God with us divorcing our lives from everything in the world that can come upon us because of sin.  The gospel is God laying His hands on you, and telling you, all the death and fruit of death and tribulation in the world is forgiven you.  

Now this is how God helps us with our unbelief.  The forgiveness of sin is also God healing us from unbelief.  John 16 says sin is unbelief in Gods goodness towards you.  The wages of not seeing God is with you to be good to you, to serve you with His life, is that you will fornicate with your own works, and the reward your works have to pay you with is death and the fruit of death.  The way God convicts us of sin, which means to reprove.  The way God reproves us of sin is by drawing near to us, and being good to us, by sending death and corruption away from us.

