Galatians Lesson 7

We left off last week with Paul telling the Galatians about the time He confronted Peter in Antioch because Peter wasnt walking uprightly according to the truth of the gospel.  Paul isnt gossiping about Peter.  He isnt bringing this up to speak ill of Peter or Peter’s apostleship.  The reason Paul brings this up is because he wants the Galatian churches to understand his knowledge in the mystery of Christ, and he wants them to know he is on equal footing with the other apostles.  

Gal 2:17  But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.
Gal 2:18  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
Gal 2:19  For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.
Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Gal 2:21  I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
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In the context of what Paul is saying in Galatians 2, a sinner is someone who is looking to be a partaker in the blessing of life, by performing the works of the law.  A sinner to Paul here is someone who is sowing the strength contained in their own hand to try and produce the fruit of God’s life.  

Paul is reinforcing what he said back in verse 1 when he said whether he or angel from heaven preaches any gospel other than the message he preached about the grace that is come to us in Christ, let that message be accursed in your eyes.  Paul doesnt want the Galatians to be moved off the faith that is full of power to produce the fruit of the Spirit in them.  

Paul says moreover, what are we to make of Peter’s dissimulation?  How are we to interpret it if people like myself or Peter, who were previously teaching that a person cannot be justified by performing the works of the law, are then seen to be compelling people to perform the works of the law to be justified?  Should we interpret it to mean that its Christ compelling us to perform the works of the law to be justified?  Certainly Not.  God forbid …. Let us never confuse that kind of teaching with the doctrine that is come from Christ.  

Paul says even should we, people like myself and Peter, people who understand that no flesh is justified by performing the works of the law.  If we ourselves are found to be rebuilding the doctrine we once tore down, teaching the commandments of men, as if it were the word of God, telling people the power to be justified is contained in the strength of the flesh to perform the works of the law.  Don’t confuse what we are saying with the message of Christ.  Don’t hear what we are saying as if its the doctrine of Jesus.  Christ would never minister that kind of teaching to you.  Christ would never point you to the strength in your hand.  Christ would never teach you that you can be justified with life by performing the works of the law.  

If we go back to seeking to be justified by performing the works of the law, it isnt on account of Christ taking us there.  If we, whether it be myself or Peter or any of the other apostles, are in the place where we are compelling people to live like the Jews, saying justification is found in performing the works of the law.  Listen, dont be confused with what you are hearing, its not a sign that Christ wants you to perform the works of the law to be justified, rather its a sign that we ourselves are transgressors of the truth that was revealed in Christ. 

When we started the church 10 years ago.  I told everyone if I ever started to tell them they needed to perform the works of the law to attain to the blessed life, run for the door.  I said just love me enough for one of you to tell me on the way out that I’m transgressing the teaching of Christ.  

If I myself rebuild the doctrine that says justification is found in performing the works of the law, the only conclusion to make is that I’m transgressing the doctrine Christ taught.  

Gal 2:19  For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.
Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

When Paul says he’s dead to the law what it means is he no longer lives in this world trying to be justified with the blessing of life by performing the works of the law.  

Paul says its through the law I’m dead to the law.  Its because of whats written in the law that I stopped seeking to be justified by performing the works of the law.  Paul says in Galatians 3 the law was a school master, pointing us to Christ, so we can be justified by faith.  

When Paul encountered the glorified man Jesus on the road to Damascus the veil was removed from his heart.  There was no longer a veil over his heart when he read Moses.  He saw the law was always pointing to the promised seed, and how God would justify mankind with His life through faith in the promised seed.  Paul looked at the words of the law, and saw that the law was actually teaching that no flesh can be justified with life through its own strength to touch not, taste not, handle not. 

When Paul says he’s dead to the law it means he’s no longer seeking to be justified by performing the works of the law.  Paul saw the law was pointing to the faith that would come in Jesus.  He saw there was a faith being revealed in the Son of God on the cross.  He saw the belief in Jesus’ heart on the cross was the power to be clothed in the life and immortality of God.  Paul saw Jesus inherited the very life of God, when his hands were nailed to the tree, and he could do no works, and the way it happened was Jesus simply committing his desire for life into the strength of the Father’s hand.  

Paul says he was crucified with Christ.  It’s not just a mystical thing Paul is talking about here.  He’s not talking about the exact moment in time when Jesus died on the cross and divorced the world from the sin of Adam.  Paul’s talking about the belief in his heart having been made conformable to the faith that was in the heart of Jesus as he was on the cross.  It’s a practical thing Paul is getting at here.  He’s talking about his entire view of life and the way he lives and moves and has his being in this world having completely changed on account of the faith he saw in Jesus, when Jesus gave his life for us because he loves us.  That’s why Paul goes on to say the life he lives now in the flesh he lives by the faith of the Son of God.  What Paul’s getting at when he says he was crucified with Christ is that he walks by the faith now and not by sight.  

Through the law pointing to Christ, Paul says he was a partaker with Jesus in his faith.  Paul was intimate with the faith in Jesus’ heart when Jesus was on the cross, and through intimacy with the faith in Jesus’ heart as he was being crucified, Paul says he was crucified with him.  Meaning his life was born from the same faith that was in Jesus’ heart on the cross. 

Paul saw Jesus was crucified because he layed down the life he had from the world.  He saw Jesus wasnt conformed to the wisdom of the world.  He saw Jesus didnt seek to be justified by the strength of the flesh.  Jesus didnt lift one finger to cloth upon himself with the fruit of God’s life.  Jesus didnt look to the strength of the flesh for the comfort and the peace and the love and the joy he needed.  But he sought the strength in the Father’s hand, and Paul had communion with Jesus in his faith.  Paul saw the elementary principles of touch not, taste not, handle not could never satisfy his flesh with life.  Paul looked at the strength in his flesh.  He saw he was circumcised the 8th day, of the stock of israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, as touching the righteousness in the law blameless.  Paul saw the excellency of what was revealed in Christ Jesus; that the knowledge revealed in the Son of God on the cross was the power unto intimacy with resurrection life. And he fellowshipped with the sufferings of Christ.  He counted the strength in his flesh and the works of his hands as powerless to satisfy his desire for life.  Just as Jesus layed down the life he had from the world, for the glory set before him.  Paul layed down the life he could gain from the world, and from performing the works of the law, so his intimacy could be with the power of Jesus’ resurrection life and not the strength in the world.  

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Paul says I was crucified with Christ.  I see that no flesh shall be able to boast of itself in the presence of God.  I see that justification isnt found in being wise according to the flesh, or in being mighty or having nobility according to the flesh, so I layed down the life I can gain from the world and its elementary principles of touch not, taste not, handle not.  

As Paul says in Romans 12 he became a living sacrifice.  His life was transformed by the mind of Christ.  He says, Yes I was crucified with Christ.  Yes I died with him unto sin and unto the death it was stinging me with.  Never the less I’m still living.  I’m still alive in the world.  The thing thats changed for me is that now I’m living in the world by the faith that was revealed in the son of God, instead of the elementary principles of touch not, taste not, handle not.  Faith has become my sight.  I may be living in the world, but I’m not beholding my life in the world, I’m beholding my life in Jesus, who was raised from the dead, never to be able to die again by the Fathers love for mankind.  

Before faith came Pauls life was intertwined with the world, and because of that the power behind his life was the strength in his hand, and the life he had from the world.  But, when faith came, Paul saw his life was liberated from being held by the death in the world.  He was still living in the world but he saw his life was no longer hid in the world, it was hid with God in Christ.  And because of that the power behind his life as he walked in the world was the very life of Christ Himself.  

Gal 2:21  I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

In the context of what Paul is saying here, righteousness is talking about the strength that can cause a person to inherit the kingdom of God.  Its talking about the equitable deed that can be performed to attain to the abundant life. 

If we think the righteousness that can deliver us from death, and justify us with the blessing of life is contained in performing the works of the law we are setting the death of Jesus aside, and making the grace that is in his faith of no effect in our lives.  

Paul says in Colossians 2:11 we are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.  Christ died on the cross so we could put off the body of the sins of the flesh.  The sins of the flesh is that this flesh missed the mark of eternal life and is dying.  Christ died on the cross so our lives can be circumcised from the body of death.  

Someone may say to me that we must perform the works of the law to be sanctified from sin, and attain to the blessing of life.  And I will say to them what you are saying in making that statement is the death of Jesus was not really needed.  I mean if we can put off the body of sin through the works of the law.  If we can circumcise ourselves from the body that is dying, through the strength we possess to perform these works, then Christ died for nothing.  If i can circumcise myself from the body of sin.  If I can come and condemn the death thats in my flesh by performing the works of the law, then I was never in need of Jesus laying down his life for mine.  But, as Paul says in Romans 8 the law could not condemn death in the flesh on account of the weakness of the flesh to cloth upon itself with life.  And because of that Jesus was put to death in the flesh, so God could condemn sin in the flesh, by condemning the death that was manifesting in our bodies.  

God sits with a desire to deliver you from death, and decorate you in His life.  His desire is to justify you with His life.  God did a work in Christ.  God sowed His strength into the earth through Christ.  There is strength for you in what God has done.  The grace that is needed for you to be delivered from the fear of death, and be filled with the peace and the love and the joy, and the rest you desire for your soul is contained in what God has done in Christ.

Paul says I do not frustrate the grace of God.  The word frustrate means to render something powerless in your life.  Paul says let us not aside what God has done in Christ.  If you live in this world thinking the power to attain to the blessing of life is contained in the good you can gain from this world, and from performing the works of the law, you are making flesh your arm.  What you are doing is you are sowing the strength in your own hand, thinking your own hand is the hand that can feed you with life.  And that will make the strength in Gods hand powerless to bring forth His life in you.  You cannot reap the fruit that comes from the good work God has sowed into the earth if you are trying to reap the fruit of God’s life by sowing your own good works.  


