Galatians Lesson 6

Gal 2:11  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.
Gal 2:12  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
Gal 2:13  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.
Gal 2:14  But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?
Gal 2:15  We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,
Gal 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

If you look at maps outlying Paul’s mission trips there are two cities named Antioch.  One is in the region of Galatia and one is the Capitol of Syria.  The Antioch mentioned here is the Capitol of Syria.  Antioch of Syria was considered to be the epicenter of the gentile church.  Acts 11:26 says the followers of Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch.  Today it goes by the name Antakya, and is located in the southern most part of modern day Turkey.  

Paul is continuing to establish his credentials so the Galatians can know that even though his apostleship came after the other apostles he was not lacking in revelation or authority.  The same grace that was given the other apostles by the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ for their apostleship was also given to Paul.  Paul says when he met privately with the other apostles who were perceived to be the pillars of the church, they added nothing to his doctrine.  

Paul says as a matter of fact when Peter was come to Antioch I had to correct him because he was not walking uprightly according to the gospel truth.  

Peter and the other Jews were in Antioch fellowshipping with the Gentiles, living in close quarters with them, eating together and sharing the dinner table with one another.  

It was an intimate thing in those days to sit at the table together and share a meal.  It meant you were joining yourself to the people you were eating with.  It signified there was no separation between you and them.  That’s why the Pharisees made such a big deal of Jesus sitting down with sinners to eat.  

It wasnt Kosher for jewish people to partake in the Gentiles dinner table with them.  There was a wall of partition separating Jews and Gentiles. The Gentiles were seen by the Jewish people as unclean because they were outside of the covenant of promises.  To partake with the Gentiles in their festivities and their dinner table was seen as defiling yourself with their uncleaness.  

Peter refers to this in Acts 10:28 when he came into Cornelius’ house and says to them, you know how it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God has showed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.  

If you go and read Acts 10, God showed Peter that the wall of partition that was between Jewish people and Gentiles was torn down in Christ.  He gave Peter the vision of the unclean animals and said do not call common what I have cleansed.  

This is my own view but I can see Peter remembering Jesus saying it wasnt what a man put in their mouth that defiled them it was what came out of their mouth that defiled them, and whether their words were peppered with the grace of God or the poison of asps.  When Peter saw the Holy Spirit fall on the Gentiles in Cornelius’ house, he got a revelation  that circumcision was of the heart and not of the flesh of the foreskin.  

So there’s Peter and the other Jews eating and conducting themselves at the table as if they were gentiles and not Jews.  They weren’t adhering to any of the jewish eating laws and rituals.  They werent doing anything to keep themselves from being defiled according to the law contained in carnal ordinances.  And along comes these Jewish guys from the church in Jerusalem.  

Gal 2:12  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
Gal 2:13  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.

Listen, I know Paul was correcting Peter here, but maybe someone should have been talking with James.  There sure seems to be a lot of people coming out of the Jerusalem church that didnt know the gospel at all!  Maybe James needed to step it up!!!  Listen, I’m only kidding.  I think James gets a bad rap in a lot of peoples eyes because they wrongly interpret his letter.  

Paul seems to be talking about a separate group of people other than the Judaizers who came to the Galatians.  When it says they came from James I do not see it to mean they came bearing a message from James.  I see it in the same light as its said at the beginning of Acts 15 when it says that certain men came from the brethren in Jerusalem teaching except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses you cannot be saved.  Well we know that didn’t mean James sent them with that message because in verse 24 of Acts chapter 15 James says he didnt send those guys to tell the Gentiles they needed to perform the works of the law. 

Paul says the reason I corrected Peter to his face is because before these guys came from Jerusalem Peter was eating with the Gentiles, and eating as a Gentile would eat.  Not observing any of the jewish rituals involved with the sanctifying of yourself and your food.  But, when these guys came from the Jerusalem church, Peter acted like the gentile guys had the plague.  Paul says Peter withdrew and separated himself from the gentile brethren, as if they were unclean, out of fear of the men who came from the Jerusalem church.  And to make matters worse, because Peter was perceived to be a pillar in the faith.  When he withdrew himself, all the other jewish brethren also withdrew with him.  Even Barnabas was caught up in the hypocrisy, and withdrew with them.

Peter may have been thinking of Acts 11 when he came back to Jerusalem after preaching to Cornelius and his house, and he told the apostles and the brethren that the Holy Ghost fell on the Gentiles just as with the Jews.  And those who thought you must be circumcised and perform the works of the law to be justified, argued with Peter about it all, shaming him for going in to men who were not circumcised and eating with them.  

Proverbs 29:25 says the fear of man brings a snare.  Peter was caught in a snare because he wanted to be justified in the eyes of these Jewish guys.  Listen, hypocrisy will always be the fruit of seeking to be justified through the strength of the flesh.  

Gal 2:14  But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

When Paul saw Peter was not walking in the faith, and saw Peter was acting as if santification/perfection is found in performing the works of the law, and not in Jesus the once for all time sacrifice for sin.  Paul came to Peter in the presence of them all, and said Listen man, how can you pull away from these guys as if they must live as Jews according to the flesh, if they want to be justified.  You are calling common what God has cleansed.  Listen man when you pull away from them you are rebuilding the very doctrine the Lord Jesus came to tear down.  How can you allow that to be the message they receive from you, when you yourself are not seeking to be justified by performing the works of the law. 

Gal 2:15  We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,
Gal 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

Paul’s not saying the jewish people are without sin, and the gentiles are the big sinners.  Paul’s not saying Jewish people are better than Gentile people.  He just said earlier in chapter 2 that God is no respecter of persons.  This same Paul says in Romans 3 that both Jews and Gentiles walked out of the way.  He said the poison of asps, the message of the serpent, was under both of their tongues.  

When Paul says we who are Jews by nature and not sinners of the Gentiles.  He is simply talking about the covenants of promise.  To be a Jew by nature means you werent in need of being grafted into the covenants of promise.  You were included in the covenants of promise simply on account of being born Jewish according to the flesh.  The Jewish people received the oracles of God.  They were given the beginning principles of the doctrine of Christ.  They were not living in the world as if there was no hope as the Gentiles were.  

Paul says we who are Jews, having received the covenants of promise, the oracles of God.  We know better than anyone that trying to be justified by the strength of the flesh to perform the works of the law is a heavy yoke that no one can bear.  Neither we or our fathers were able to bear it.  And because we know no flesh can be justified by the works of the law.  We have taken the doctrine of Jesus onto ourselves, and his doctrine is light and its easy. Its full of meekness.  It makes much of the work of God to justify people, and it makes little of the works which man can do to justify themselves.

Paul says the only thing that can justify a person is the faith of Jesus Christ.  And he says because of that we have believed in Jesus Christ, so we can be justified by the faith of Christ.  

The faith of Jesus Christ.  The faith of Christ is sadly a great mystery to most of the church world.  The faith of Jesus Christ is not talking about Jesus believing on our behalf, although Jesus did have faith, and the Holy Spirit was made available to all flesh through the faith in Jesus’ heart.  

The greek word used for faith here is pistis, and its a noun not a verb.  It means the gospel truth itself.  The faith of Christ is the gospel truth itself.  Jesus says in Johns gospel he is the truth that is the way unto life.  Paul speaking of Jesus in Galatians 4 says faith came.  Paul says in Romans 12 that God gave to every person the measure of faith.  

Theres a truth that is revealed in the birth, and the death, and the buriel, and the resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  The faith of Christ is talking about the truth that was revealed in Jesus.  Its talking about the faith that was in his heart as he walked the earth and was crucified on the cross, that was made flesh in his birth, death, resurrection, and ascension. 

The way I want to say it is, there’s a faith that is full of power to justify you with the very life of God, and this faith is known as Jesus Christ.  Paul says we have believed on the faith revealed in Jesus, and not the works of the law, because we desire to be partakers with God in His life, and we see the faith revealed in Jesus, has been tried in the fire and proved to be precious.  We see the faith that was in Jesus heart produced the fruit of the Spirit in him as he was being crucified, and it even overcame death in his flesh, and raised him up in a body that was clothed in the glory of God’s immortality. 

The justification of the flesh is about possessing eternal life, and your flesh being glorified with the immortality of God.  The mark God has always had for you is for your body to be clothed upon in his glory, and for you to live and never die.  That’s why Paul says in Romans all have fallen short of the glory of God.  The firstfruits of the justification of the flesh is for the flesh to be put to rest, and for it to be decorated with the fruit of the Spirit, by the hand of God.  The final manifestation of the justification of the flesh is the glorification of our physical bodies with God’s immortality.  

With that being said we do not look to the fruit we see manifesting in our lives or in the world around us for the evidence we are justified.  We look to the life we see in Jesus seated at the right hand of God for our lives are hid with God in Christ.  Righteousness is imputed to all those who believe the testimony God has given in Jesus Christ.  To be righteous means to be in the state God created you to be in.  Well God created you to be in the state where you are believing on Him to Father His life in you free from your works.  Just as God promised Abraham he would make Abraham exceedingly fruitful through the promised seed Jesus, and the scripture says Abraham believed Gods promise and it was imputed to him for righteousness.  God has promised us all that He will make us exceedingly fruitful through Jesus, and to all of us who are believing on God to fulfill His promise by the power of His Christ, and not the works which we can do.  It is imputed to us as righteousness.  

For by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified 

The religious leaders of that day, the Pharisees and the Sadducees were in the flesh.  They were looking to the strength in their own hand, and the strength in the life of the world to be justified.  They saw the justification of the flesh according to the riches of the world, and the works which they can do.  They defined the blessed life by the wisdom of the world instead of the wisdom of God.  They judged being rich and being poor by the worldly possessions a person has.  They thought the blessing of life was contained in gaining the good the world and its systems has to offer.  They saw their own works, specifically performing the works of the law, as the power to be able to exalt themselves unto the blessed life.  They were lifted up in their hearts.  They said i will do the works of the law, and that is how I will gather to myself the good life the world has to offer.  Just as Adam did in the garden, they were trying to cloth upon themselves with fig leaves.  But as Jesus says can a man gather figs of thorns and grapes from thistles.  

God did through Christ what the works of the law is powerless to do.  Performing the works of the law cannot justify a person because that cannot heal a persons flesh from death.  Performing the works of the law can never eradicate death from the flesh.  It can never serve a person with eternal life or glorify their flesh with Gods immortality.  The works of the law can never give birth to the fruit of the Spirit in a person, because the fruit of the Spirit is the fruit that comes forth from eternal life.  As Paul says in Galatians 2 if righteousness can come by performing the works of the law then Christ died in vain.

When we think of being justified we want to ask ourselves what is it that can give birth to the fruit of the spirit in our lives and what can glorify our mortal bodies with immortality?  The only thing that can serve us with those things is the faith that was revealed in the death and resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  As Paul says later in chapter 5 neither circumcision or uncircumcision avails anything, but faith which works by love.  Neither circumcision or uncircumcision can produce the fruit of the spirit in your life.  The only thing that can do that can produce the love of God in a person is the faith that came in Jesus.   

Listen, the power to be filled with the peace and the love and the joy you long for is not found in the strength of your hand to gather the good things of the world to yourself.  The strength in the world cannot serve you with the fruit of God’s life.  The only thing that can prove to your heart that God is with you, and your life is very good, is the faith that came in Jesus. 

If you think you can gain any good thing from God by performing the works of the law ask yourself can I receive the Holy Spirit by performing the works of the law. 

