Gal 1:15  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,
Gal 1:16  To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:
Gal 1:17  Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
Gal 1:18  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.
Gal 1:19  But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.
Gal 1:20  Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.
Gal 1:21  Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;
Gal 1:22  And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:
Gal 1:23  But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.
Gal 1:24  And they glorified God in me.

Paul learned his doctrine by direct revelation of Jesus Christ, when he encountered the glorified man Jesus while on the road to Damascus.  

Called by grace 

When Paul says he was called by grace, he’s talking about the manner in which he became an apostle to the Gentiles …. Paul was made into a vessel bearing the name of God to the gentiles because of the grace he saw in Christ.  

Paul saw there was a grace in Christ to overcome the death in the world, and he saw this grace was for all people, whether Jews or gentiles.  When Paul saw Jesus on the road to Damascus, glorified with the immortality of God, having been justified from the body of death that came upon him at the cross.  What happened is he no longer knew people according to the flesh.  The wall of partition that was in his mind when it came to Jews and Gentiles was torn down.  He no longer saw them as being separate people groups, but he saw they were one in the same.  He saw there was one kind of race, the human race.  All people were suffering at the hands of the death that entered the earth by Adam, and all people were in need of being justified from that death. 

Paul’s encounter with the glorified man Jesus Christ, on the road to Damascus, taught him the mark God has for all people is for them to be clothed in the glory of His immortality.  When Paul saw the end goal God always had in mind for mankind is for our physical bodies to be glorified with immortality.  He knew all people, whether Jewish or Gentile, missed the mark, and were equally in need of being justified from the body of death.  And if all people are in need of being justified from death, then that means Jesus layed down his life for all people.  Jesus loved people so much, he was so grieved at the suffering they were experiencing at the hands of death, he took their death into himself, so they could be delivered from this present evil age, and live and move and have their being in the power of His indestructible life, instead of the weakness contained in dying flesh.  

Paul took the gospel to the Gentiles because he was arrested by the love he saw in Christ for all people.  Paul was so touched by the love of Christ for all people, that a great strength came upon him to take the message of the grace contained in Christ to the Gentiles.  

Conferred not with flesh & blood 

Paul was made an apostle for the purpose of people being persuaded by the faith that was revealed in Christ Jesus.  Paul says after he was taught the faith, by revelation of Jesus Christ, he didnt confer with flesh and blood.  Paul didnt seek human counsel to sort out the faith he saw in Jesus.  He didnt seek anyone out to see if they agreed with his conclusions.  He didnt ask anyone what they thought about what he saw.  He didn’t look for anyone’s approval or ask anyone what they thought of the doctrine he was taught or whether they thought it was the truth.  The point being no one had a hand in the origin of Paul’s message except Christ Jesus.  

Gal 1:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.

Paul didnt even go to Jerusalem to see the apostles and find out what they think, but Paul says he went into Arabia and then into Damascus.  

So far it’s unclear to me what Paul did in Arabia, other than preach the gospel there.  Looking at Acts 9 it would seem Paul went into Damascus, then into Arabia, before going back to Damascus.

Acts 9 says Paul went into Damascus still blinded from encountering the glorified Jesus.  It says he prayed there and God sent a man named Ananias to him.  Ananias prayed for Saul and the scales fell off his eyes and he was baptized.  Maybe the baptism was with water but I take it to mean Paul was baptized with the Holy Spirit.  

Acts 9 goes on to say Paul spent some time in Damascus preaching Christ is the Son of God in the synagogues, confounding the Jews at Damascus, proving that Jesus is the Christ.  

Gal 1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.
Gal 1:19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.
Gal 1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.

There was more than one James who was an apostle.  There is James who is the brother of the apostle John and one of the Sons of Thunder.  He was the first apostle to be martyred.  Acts tells us He died by sword at the hands of Herod.  And then there is James who is the Lords brother.  He was known as James the Just.  He was the leader of the Jerusalem church.  He was thrown off the roof of the temple and then stoned and beaten to death.  

Paul makes his movements after encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus an open book.  He wants the Galatians to know their is no deceit in what he’s saying to them regarding the source of his doctrine.  

He wants the Galatians to see he wasnt taught his message from fallible man, and he also wants the galatians to know God put him on the same level as the other apostles.  That though his apostleship was born out of order compared to the other apostles, he lacks no authority in the knowledge of Christ.  He wants the Galatians to understand his knowledge and his authority in the mystery that was revealed in Christ.  Not so he can lord it over their faith but so they can discern the truth from the lie.  

Paul says it was more than three years after he encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus that he met Peter and James.  Acts 9 says Paul hadn’t met the apostles until Barnabas took Paul to the apostles, and told them Paul had seen Jesus and spoken to him, and was preaching boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.  Well Paul had already been preaching the gospel for 3 years at that time.  The point Paul is making is how could he have been taught his message by the other apostles if he was preaching the message of grace before he ever met any of the apostles.  

Gal 1:21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;
Gal 1:22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:
Gal 1:23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.

Syria and Cilicia

Cilicia was Paul's home town, and its capital was Tarsus, Paul's birthplace.  Syria is the district that included the city of Caesarea.  Acts 9:30 says Paul was in Jerusalem disputing with the Grecians concerning the gospel, and the Grecians set about to kill Paul because of what he preached.  The brethren heard the Grecians sought to kill Paul and they brought him down to Caesarea and from Caesarea to his home town of Tarsus.  

Paul wasnt known by the disciples in the churches surrounding Jerusalem.  None of them had met Paul or seen him with any of the apostles.  They only heard of Paul, that he was now preaching the same faith he once worked to destroy.  The point being that if Paul was taught by the apostles and sent by the apostles then the surrounding churches in Judea would have known him, not just known of him.  

Gal 1:24 And they glorified God in me.

The disciples in Judea Glorified God in Paul 

When the disciples in Judea heard of the change in Paul they knew it must be God Himself that brought forth Paul’s life.  They knew it had to be the strength of God working in Paul.  Their hearts made much of the strength in God’s hand.  They saw the grace of God can even take a guy who is persecuting people for calling upon the name of Jesus, and then fashion that guy into a preacher of the faith.  Oh the wisdom and majesty of God.  

Paul’s conversion is an amazing testimony of the truth of Jesus Christ.  Paul goes from persecuting the church to being a pillar in the church.  Here’s a guy who has everything you could have in the world.  He has dual citizenship in Rome and israel.  He was well educated.  He had status in the Jews religion.  He could have maybe ended up being a highpriest in the pharisaical system.  And then all of a sudden he lays it all down for a life of persecution.  Listen you dont go from having believers killed to being a believer.  You dont go from being wealthy to laying it all down for persecution, except by the power of God’s might, and unless you really saw the Lord Jesus glorified with immortal flesh.  

Gal 2:1 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. 

It wasn’t until 14 years after I was originally in Jerusalem, and met two of the apostles, that I went back to Jerusalem for the purpose of discussing doctrine.  

If the accusation is that Paul was taught by fallible man, and wasnt on the same level as the other apostles.  Paul responds by saying he was preaching the message he was taught by the Lord Jesus for 17 years before he ever searched out the apostles to talk doctrine.  

