Galatians Lesson 3  The Revelation of Jesus Christ

Gal 1:11  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
Gal 1:12  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Gal 1:13  For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:
Gal 1:14  And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.
Gal 1:15  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,
Gal 1:16  To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:
Gal 1:17  Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.

Paul is talking about the origin of his message and how it is he came to be an apostle to the gentiles.  He says he wasnt taught the message he preached by a man, and neither was he sent to the gentiles by a man but it was all by the revelation of Jesus Christ.  When Paul refers to the revelation of Jesus Christ he is pointing back to the encounter he had with Jesus on the road to Damascus thats recorded in Acts 9. 

Paul would never have gone to the gentiles on his own because he was zealous of the traditions of his father’s.  He saw the Gentiles as being outside of the covenants of promise.  His life was wrapped up in the jewish traditions.  Paul thought righteousness and justification was found in being jewish according to the flesh and in performing the works of the law.  In Phillipians 3 Paul says he was a hebrew of the hebrews.  When it came to the law he was a pharisee.  He was blameless when it came to the righteousness contained in the works of the law.

Paul, who was known as Saul then, was so zealous of the traditions of his fathers; he was so zealous of the jewish traditions that acts 8 tells us he was consenting of the stoning of Stephen, and was wreaking havoc on the church, going from us to house and arresting believers of Jesus and taking them to Jerusalem to be put on trial.  

Now it was after Paul, helped coordinate the stoning of Stephen that he was on the road to Damascus.  Acts 9 tells us he was going to Damascus to get letters from the highpriest authorizing him to arrest anyone he came across who was believing in Jesus.  It was on the road to Damascus the Father chose to reveal the glorified man Jesus to Paul.  

Acts 9 says suddenly a light from heaven shined around Saul.  Saul fell to the earth and heard a voice say to him Saul, Saul why are you persecuting me.  And Saul said who are you Lord?  And the Lord said I am Jesus it is hard to kick against the pricks.  

Paul just saw Stephen stoned to death.  He would’ve heard Stephen say I see the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.  He would have just heard Stephen say father forgive them for they know not what they do.  I’m sure he would have been wrestling with this and now he encounters the same Son of Man Stephen saw when he was being stoned to death. 

“When it pleased God to reveal His son to me”.   

Paul is talking about his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus .... Paul isn’t saying God revealed to him that Christ was already in him.  In Ephesians 3 Paul says Christ dwells in our hearts through faith.  

Paul last point of reference for Jesus was him being stripped naked and nailed to the cross.  His last point of reference for Jesus is a guy who was the least of all people.  A guy who wasnt strong according to the flesh; he wasn’t wise according to what you could see in his flesh as he was being crucified; and he wasnt noble according to what you could see in his flesh on the cross.  There was a cultural belief during Jesus’ day that nothing good could come out of Nazareth.  When Nathaniel heard about Jesus of Nazareth and that he was the Messiah, Nathaniel said can anything good thing come out of Nazareth.  Paul’s last reference for Jesus was nothing good can come out of Nazareth. 

When Paul encountered the resurrected Jesus on the road to Damascus he knew it was the same man who was stripped naked and crucified with a crown of thorns on his head.  And now this same man was clothed in the glory of God’s immortality.   

Paul says when it pleased the Father to bring the promise of immortality to light in Jesus, he was separated from his Mother’s womb.  He no longer knew himself according to the flesh.  Though he once knew Jesus according to the flesh he no longer knew him that way.  Paul looked at the fact he was of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, circumcised the 8th day, a hebrew of the hebrews, a pharisee of the pharisees, as pertaining to the righteousness of the law blameless, and he considered all those things as dung.  He counted all those things he placed so much value in, once upon a time as not profiting him anything.  Paul went from being intimate with his own works, to being intimate with the faith in Jesus’ heart on the cross, so through that faith he could have intimacy with the power of the resurrection.  Just as Paul says in Galatians 5 that whether circumcision or uncircumcision it is of no profit to be able to inherit the life of God.  The only thing that is of profit towards inheriting the life of God is the faith, which possesses within itself the power to fill you with the love of God.  

When Paul saw Jesus justified with the very life of God, what happened is  he saw the strength to be justified with life wasnt contained in mans ability to perform the works of the law.  He saw that justification wasnt found in the strength of the flesh, or in gaining the good the world has to give.  When God revealed Jesus to Paul on the road to Damascus it made Paul’s wisdom foolish.  It made foolish the wisdom of the world and the wisdom contained in the traditions of his father’s.  He saw Jesus having inherited the glory of God Himself, and he saw not many wise, not many strong, not many noble according to the world are justified.  Paul saw that if this man Jesus was justified with life when his hands were nailed to a tree and he couldnt perform any works.  He saw if this man Jesus was justified when he was the most stricken and smitten and despised man on earth, having no good thing, and there not being anything to esteem in him upon looking at him on the cross.  It can only mean one thing, the power to be justified with life is found in the strength of the Father’s hand and His love for mankind.  Paul saw justification was found through faith.  He saw Jesus committed his desire for life into the Father’s hands.  He saw Jesus was persuaded on the cross that the Father would not allow his life to be overcome by corruption but would raise him from the dead clothed in life.  He saw Jesus was justified by simply calling upon the name of the Father when he was on the cross.  Now to Paul this could only mean one thing … the power to be justified with life is contained in Gods love for all people, whether Jew or Gentile, and the strength of His hand to serve people with His life free from their works.  

When Paul saw the man who was naked and nailed to the cross on the road to Damascus having been raised from the dead, and his flesh glorified with the immortality of God, it discerned his life for him.  He saw the Father was with him to justify him with life.  He saw he wasnt an orphan left in the earth needing to cloth upon himself with life.  He saw the glorified man Jesus, who looked like he was an orphan on the cross, having noone to shepherd His life.  He saw that Jesus wasnt alone and that God was with him to care for His life.  And this told Paul that God was  also with him to Father His life in Paul just as he did with Jesus.  

Paul saw there was a faith being revealed in Jesus.  He saw the works of the law could never justify someone from the body of death.  He saw the law could never overcome death in the flesh.  He saw the only thing that could justify anyone was for the very glory and immortality of God to be made manifest in their flesh.  He saw Jesus on the road to Damascus.  He was familiar with all the accusations that came against Jesus as he was crucified naked on the cross.  He saw Jesus was justified from all the accusations that came against him on the cross, through his body of death being uncovered, simply because Jesus committed His desire for life into the Father hands.  He saw the law of Moses contained in carnal ordinances could never justify anyone from the body of death.  

This is the faith of the Son of God and the faith of Jesus Christ Paul says he lived by in Galatians chapter 2.  When Paul talks about the faith of the son of God.  He isnt talking about the faithfulness of Jesus.  Neither is he saying Jesus believed for me and now I do not need to believe.   What Pauls saying is that a faith was made manifest to him through the death and the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus, and the life he now lived in the flesh, he lives by that faith.  He spends his days beholding that faith, and being intimate with that faith, instead of his intimacy being with his own works and the strength contained in his flesh.  

Gal 1:15  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace,
Gal 1:16  To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

When Paul talks about God separating him from his mothers womb he isnt talking about God ordaining him to be an apostle while he was still in his mother’s womb.  If someone wants to say God knew Paul would be an apostle even before he was born.  I won’t disagree but thats not what this verse is talking about.  

Paul’s talking about how God tore down the wall of partition that existed between Jew and gentile.  He no longer saw the Gentiles as being outside of the covenants of promise

What Paul is saying is that he was called into his ministry to the Gentiles by God revealing to him that justification was found in the strength of His  grace and the power of His Christ, and not the strength of the flesh or being of Jewish descent.  

God came and took Paul out of the place where he saw himself according to the flesh and his jewish descent.  He saw that whether a person was of Jewish descent or gentile descent didn’t matter when it came to the promise of God.  Paul says in 2nd Corinthian 5 we no longer know anyone according to the flesh.  Though we once knew Jesus according to the flesh we no longer know him that way.  Paul says in 2nd Cor 5 that he took the message to the Gentiles because he was arrested by the love of God for all people, Jews and Gentiles alike.  He says in 2nd Cor 5 if one died for all then all were dead, and all had missed the mark of eternal life, and were all needing to be justified with life, whether they were Jewish or whether they were heathens. 

