Today we are going to look at rewards and the believers reward.  What the reward is and what it is that can give us a reward.  What is it that can pay us with the best wage.  

The Believer’s reward many times is portrayed as some type of a pyramid, where there are different levels of rewards, and the people at the top of the pyramid have greater rewards than the people at the bottom of the pyramid.  Many times its thought we receive eternal life by grace through faith, but the rewards we get are based on the good deeds we performed with our hands in this world.  

So where does that idea come from, and is that how it really works.

2Co 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

The day of judgment is the day where Christ comes clothed in the flaming fire of God’s life, and every persons work is made manifest, of what sort it is, and everyone receives the wage that is paid by the work they performed, whether good or evil.  

Even dating back to ancient Israel before Christianity, the idea of the day of judgment is everyone will stand in the presence of the Lord, and there will be a scale there, and every persons life will be weighed in the balance.  All our works will be put on the scale and added up to see how much good we’ve done, and then we will receive a reward based on the good we have done with our hands. 

If we have been kind then that will give us a reward.  If we have given money to the church well then that will get us an even better reward.  If we are ministers of the gospel an even greater reward for that.  And if we should be so good as to be missionaries and live in poverty for the sake of the gospel, well that will give you the greatest reward of all.  

Explain scale .......

The kind of scale we are talking about isnt the kind of scale in the grocery store where there is one scale hanging there and you put something on it, and it tells you how much you have.  The scale isnt like a modern scale where you weigh one thing out.  You don’t start with an empty scale and then just place things on it.  There are two scales balanced against each other, that are used to weigh one thing against something else.  There is a measuring rod or metric of measurement on one side and then you use that to measure what is placed on the other side.  You put a piece of gold on one side of the scale and then you put say a 5 oz weight on the other side of the scale to see if it is equivalent.  The idea of the scale is you are measuring out both sides to a place of equivalency. 

On the day of judgment there’s something on the other side of the scale that is used as the metric by which the work you have done is measured and whether it is good or bad.    If the scale is balanced then the work you have done is good.  If the scale is unbalanced the work you have done is evil.  

This a great mystery to much of the church but its not a literal scale.  The scale speaks of a scale in our hearts.  The scale speaks of a dynamic that occurs in the hearts of people in the day they stand face to face with God.  On the day that Jesus’ judgment is revealed about the way that pays people eternal life and the way that pays people with eternal death.  Our hearts will compare us with what we see in Christ Himself.  In the day we stand in the presence of the Lord our hearts will weigh in the balance what we see in ourselves, and the measuring rod on the other side of the scale is God Himself and the very glory and immortality He has in Himself.  

Jer 17:10  I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 

Rev 2:23  And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works/deeds.  

Pro 17:3  The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts. 

Psa 14:1  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 

If we look closely at these verses they all say the deeds or the works we do happen in our hearts.  All of these verses equate the deeds or the works that a person does with what they have believed on in their heart.

Psalm 14 says the abominable work is to say in your heart, there is no God.  Revelation 2 says Jesus searches the heart to see the work or the deed that a person has done.  Jeremiah 17 says God searches the heart and what a person has believed on in their heart to determine a persons ways, and determine what they have done.  

When God thinks of the work a person has done, or the deed they have done, and whether it be good or evil He’s thinking of the faith in a persons heart.  It’s the belief of the heart that is weighed in the balance, not the outward actions a person has performed.  And the reward each person receives comes from what they have believed on for life.  Whether they have believed on the testimony God has given in Jesus, or they have hardened their heart to the truth, and continued to sow the strength contained in their own works to try and attain to blessing and life.  

The scripture says God tries the heart and the reigns and lets us have the fruit that is produced by the belief we have adopted.  For something to be tried means for the substance it has in itself to be measured or weighed in the balance to see of what quality it is and what it has in itself to give.  

Its like with Gold.  You try gold with fire to prove its purity, and how pure of a gold it is.  Or like we used to do in junior high when we wanted to know if the chains were really gold.  What we did is we took some type of makeup and if the gold left a black mark we knew it was real gold if it didn’t leave a black mark we knew it wasn’t real gold.

When God gave the law to the Israelites, exodus 20 says the reason God gave the law was to prove their heart.  God wanted to show the Israelites and the world the reward contained in trusting in the strength of the flesh was death.  God proved their heart.  He took the wisdom they implemented to attain to the blessing of life and He tried it in their midst so they could see the wage that was contained in that belief was death.  

God doesn’t decide what your reward will be.  The reward is built into the two different beliefs.  The faith has within itself a reward to give, and Iniquity has within itself a reward to give.  

It’s like with a seed.  The seed contains a reward within itself.  Within every seed is contained the power to produce a certain plant or a certain tree or a certain fruit.  The seed contains within itself the reward that comes forth.  

How does God try the heart?  

He shows up clothed in the glory or the fire of His life.  All things are made manifest by the Light of Gods life.  That’s why the scriptures speak of a fire test, or a testing by fire.  1Pe 1:7  says That the trying of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

When Christ comes in the fulness of God Himself it proves the work which our heart has done.  It proves the belief of our heart and what sort it is of.  

The belief that is in the heart and the reward that is contained in that belief is made manifest in the presence of the Lord.  When the thing you believed on for life pays you the wage it has in itself to give you, that reward will then stand on the scale of each persons heart.  

The way it works is you first receive the reward for the work which you have done, and then that reward is put on the scale.  The scale isnt we take the good we have performed in the earth and put that on the scale, and that measures out our reward.  No, No, No, we first receive the reward that is contained in our work and then that reward is put on the scale to see if it is equivalent to the glory we see in God Himself. 

Unless we see the same glory and immortality in ourselves that we see in God, the scale of our hearts will not be level, and we will judge ourselves as unworthy in the presence of the Lord, and we will cower away from him in fear unto eternal destruction. 

Now unless you think the good works you can perform with your hands can ever give you the reward of Gods glory and immortality, then your works are worthless in this endeavor.  Not expedient, completely unprofitable .....

Isa 64:6  For we have all become like an unclean person, and all our good acts are like a dirty robe: and we have all become old like a dead leaf, and our sins, like the wind, take us away.

Isa 64:6  For we have all become like one who is unclean [ceremonially, like a leper], and all our righteousness (our best deeds of rightness and justice) is like filthy rags or a polluted garment; we all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away [far from God's favor, hurrying us toward destruction]. [Lev 13:45-46] 

I hate to break it to you if you were hoping to have more than your neighbor, or the reason you were doing good is because you wanted a better reward than your neighbor.  There’s only 2 rewards rendered on the last day.  Either you will receive the reward of the fulness of God Himself in your physical body.  Or you will receive the fulness of death itself in your body.  

What about 1st Corinthians 3?  

1Co 3:6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
1Co 3:7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
1Co 3:8  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.
1Co 3:9  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
1Co 3:10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
1Co 3:11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
1Co 3:12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
1Co 3:13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
1Co 3:14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
1Co 3:15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

First of all Paul is only talking about people who are ministers of the gospel here. 

The reward is the increase GOD gives.  So I may plant the gospel another may water the word I have sown, but it’s God who gives the increase.  Its GOD who produces His life and the fruit of His life in people.  The increase is not that my lot in the kingdom will be greater than someone else’s.  The increase and the reward if I water or plant is the joy I feel at people inheriting eternal life, and seeing the fruit of the Spirit manifest in their lives.  As the apostle Paul says in Philippians he rejoiced at the fruit of righteousness that was manifested in those Philippians.  The Philippians reaping the fruit of the Spirit from the faith Paul sowed in their hearts was Paul’s reward.  It was the increase ....  in the parable of the sower sowing the seed, the word that was sown brought forth increase, some 30, some 60, some 100 fold.  The increase is the reward.  

Now if I build a foundation other than Christ I will not see an increase ......  God will not be mocked.  He can not give an increase if the seed sown is not the testimony He has given in Jesus.  If I build a foundation other than Christ my doctrine shall not remain, I shall suffer the loss of what I built for it was built on the foundation of the works of man’s hands.  

Should there be any good thing that come out of us whether it be ministering, helping the poor, etc .... who brought that forth?  The person or the Holy Spirit?  Its called the fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit for a reason.  If it’s the Spirit that brought it forth how will we now take credit for that.  








