Today we are going to look at the inner workings of the body of Christ and  how we can be of help to one another should any of us be overtaken in a fault.  

We are going to take our primary text from Galatians 6 ....

Gal 6:1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
Gal 6:2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Comfort one another in your burdens with the message of Christ, and through that you will see the realization of the life of Christ manifested in one another.  

The point isnt to go around looking for fault’s in people.  As members of the body of Christ we shouldn’t be roaming around looking for beams in one another’s eyes to point out.  If we feel we must look for a beam in someone’s eye let us talk with God about the beam in our own eye.

The apostle Paul says should one of our brother’s or sisters be taken captive in a fault let those who are spiritual restore them in the spirit of meekness.  

The goal the apostle Paul has in mind is restorative not punitive.  It isnt about lording it over a persons faith or holding them accountable.  It’s about helping them to experience the joy of the Lord, and helping them experience the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.  

Explain Fault

When we think of someone being restored from a fault we want to be mindful of what causes the works of the flesh to manifest in people.  We won’t see people restored through a message of touch not, taste not, handle not.   That kind of ministering will send people off looking for deliverance from the very thing that manifested the works of the flesh in them to begin with.  Its like trying to cast out a demon through the power of the devil.  Restoration is not about trying to clean the outside of the cup its about the inside of the cup being washed clean.  

Should a person be caught up in a fault then the fault is they have fallen from the grace that has come to us in Jesus.  Falling from grace doesnt mean God is now angry with you.  Its not about falling out of favor with God.  It doesn’t mean God doesn’t love you or that you’ve lost eternal life.  

The grace of God is His strength to bring forth life.  It was by grace in Genesis that God brought forth order in the midst of the darkness and chaos that was upon the earth.  Its by the strength contained in Gods life that He created all things.  In the context of Pauls letter to the Galatians the grace of God is His overcome death in the flesh and  manifest His life and the fruit of His life in people.   Gods grace is found in the work He’s done in Christ to conquer death and gift you with the blessing of His incorruptible life.  There’s strength for us in what God has done that heals our lives from the poison of asps and the sting of death.  There is strength for us in what God has done that gives birth to the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.  

When the apostle Paul talks about someone falling from grace it means they are walking in their own good works instead of walking in the good work of God.  They are identifying with the life in the world that is but dust, and as a result they are looking to their own strength to bring forth a life that can justify them.  They sit with a desire to be fruitful but they are living as if the power to be fruitful is found in the strength of their own works.  

You who are Spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of meekness 

A person who is spiritual is someone who is walking after the Spirit and not after the flesh.  They are walking in the life that is born from the power of the Spirit, instead of walking in the life they can build by the strength of the flesh.  

They are mindful of themselves, and the inability they have in themselves to produce the fruit of Gods life.  They see the strength they have in themselves can only produce a life that is but dust.  

A spiritual person is someone who lives their life in the world looking to the faith that was revealed in Jesus to be justified with life.  They see the good work God has performed in Christ to justify them with His life freely, and they live in this world with their eyes fixed on the life God built for them when He raised Jesus from the dead in glorified immortal flesh that can never be touched by sin and death again.

They see God has already done something to cause their lives to overcome the world and the accusation of the evil one that is in the world.    They see their life is no longer held in the world but it is hid with God in Christ.  And they have entered God’s rest.  They have ceased from their own working to try and justify themselves with life. 

Restore such a one in the Spirit of Meekness 

The worlds idea of meekness is more like false humility where we think its humble to think poorly of ourselves or have a bad opinion of ourselves.  (Depravity of man)

Biblical humility isnt to denigrate yourself.  It means to think little of your ability to produce the fruit of the Spirit.  It means to think little of your ability to produce a righteous life.  It means to make much of God’s ability to serve you with a righteous life free from your works. 

A person operating in the Spirit of meekness sees that we are the branch and God is the vine.  When they minister to someone overtaken in a fault they don’t speak swelling words of vanity, that cause people to lust after life through the strength of the flesh.  Their words aren’t puffed up with the good works that man can do, their words are full of meekness.  Their words are full of the strength in God’s hand, and what God has done in Christ to liberate mankind from the world and the life that is but dust and subject to corruption, and what God has done to hide our lives with Him in Christ.  

A person dwelling in the spirit of meekness sees there is one who is good.  They see the power to be delivered from the works of the flesh and to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit is contained in God’s goodness and faithfulness towards mankind, not in mankinds faithfulness to touch not, taste not, handle not.  

In Matthew 11 when Jesus says come unto me all you who are laboring and carrying a heavy burden.  He was dwelling in the Spirit of meekness.  His doctrine was light and it was easy.  His teaching would give people rest because it was full of meekness, meaning Jesus’ doctrine made little of man’s ability to produce righteousness and it made much of the good work of God to gift people the kingdom free from their works.  

Jesus himself thought little of his own ability to produce the fruit of God’s life, and made much of the Father’s ability.  

When the rich young ruler came to Jesus having a mind that was lifted up in his works, calling Jesus good master.  Jesus knew the rich young ruler was making much of his own works and the works he saw in Jesus.  Jesus knowing what was in the rich young rulers heart said there is one who is good, God/the Father.  Meaning whatever good thing we observe in Jesus, it’s on account of the Father’s faithfulness towards him to bring it forth in him.  It wasnt on account of Jesus’ goodness or faithfulness to produce good fruit Himself.   Jesus was teaching the rich young ruler its not about the good works you can do its about the good work of the Father.  Go and sell all that you have.  What did the rich young ruler have?  He thought he had all his works.  Jesus says lay down all your law working and set your eyes on the faithfulness of the Father to perform a work.  

Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.  On the cross Jesus was full of the Spirit of meekness.  He sat in the place where he needed to be justified, he needed for his nakedness to be clothed upon with life.  He was in need of the fruit of the Spirit, and he thought little of the strength in himself to produce those things and he thought much of the strength of God to gift him those things.  Thats why he cried out Abba into your hands I commit my life.  

When someone is overtaken in a fault what we want is for them to be restored back to a state of rest, where their heart has been purified from the fear thats in the world, through the message of the grace that has come to them in Christ Jesus.  

Faith translation 

2Pet 1:5 And for this reason, give all diligence (to hearken) to this faith (which lavishly supplies) you with (His goodness and) virtue, and (along with) virtue knowledge;
 2Pet 1:6 And (along with) knowledge self-control; and (along with) self-control patience; and (along with) patience Godlikeness.
 2Pet 1:7 And (along with) Godlikeness brotherly kindness and (along with) brotherly kindness love.
 2Pet 1:8 Because if these things (which are contained in the faith of Jesus Christ) be (born) in you (by hearkening to this faith), and (abide and) abound (in your heart), they (will) make you so that you will not be barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 2Pet 1:9 But the one who lacks these things is blind (not hearkening diligently to the faith revealed in Jesus Christ), and (therefore) cannot see very far off, and has (quickly) forgotten that he was purged from (the bondage of) death wherein he formerly labored in vain for life.

Prayer



