Last week we talked about how the devil tries to agitate our souls and take us from rest through the knowledge of good and evil.  

The knowledge of good and evil is that it is good and just to have life and it is evil and unjust not to have life.  The reason we can even feel fear and anxiety over the things that happen in the world is because we know life is good and death and tribulation is evil.  The reason we could feel condemned in the past when we saw the works of the flesh in our lives is because we know the fruit of death isnt consistent with life and we saw it as a sign we didn’t have what we needed to partake of life.  

In Matthew 3:10 John the Baptist said Jesus is come to take an axe to the root of the tree that doesnt bring forth good fruit.  In Matthew 21 and Mark 11 Jesus cursed the fig tree because it promised fruit, it looked good to be able to feed him with fruit, just like Genesis says the tree of the knowledge of good and evil looked good to be able to feed Eve with life.   But when Jesus got up on the fig tree there was no fruit to be had, there was only thorns and thistles.   

Before Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil he was naked and it didnt bother him.  He didnt see it as evil to not be clothed upon.  He didnt see his nakedness as a sign he was lacking something he needed to partake of life.  Then after he ate from the tree he saw his nakedness and his conscience accused him.  His nakedness was able to work condemnation in him because his conscience was corrupted by the knowledge of good and evil.

If you look in the scriptures nakedness and being clothed are inferences to having life or not having life.  They’re inferences to mortality and immortality.  To be clothed is to be clothed upon with life.  To be naked is to not be clothed with life or to have death or the fruit of death manifesting in your life. 

2Co 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
2Co 5:2  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:
2Co 5:3  If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.
2Co 5:4  For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

Adam saw his nakedness after he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and said I’m supposed to be decorated in God’s life and the fruit of His life and here I am naked.  God said I would be fruitful and now here I am naked, bearing thorns and thistles.  It’s not right that I should be naked.  I see the thing that is good is to be clothed upon with God’s life.  I see the fruit of God’s life and that’s the good thing, that’s the state I am supposed to be in and this nakedness is evil, oh wretched man that I am.  The more I try to cloth upon myself with the life that is good the more I bring forth the death that is evil.  

In knowing life is good and death is evil, what happened is we started to look at whether or not we see death and tribulation and corruption to judge ourselves and judge our lives and judge Gods thoughts and intentions towards us and whether He is with us or not, and whether we have what we need to experience peace and love and joy.  Well that’s an issue seeing we live in a world where there is death and tribulation.  

God sees what’s going down and He says I’ve got to give these guys a different place to reason from about their lives ..... The death that entered the earth through Adam is mixing with mankind now knowing good and evil, so their conscience is all the time accusing them and uncovering their nakedness and its accusing Me in their hearts also. 

Let us do something to cleanse their conscience.  Let us do something that no matter what they encounter in the world, their conscience will excuse them from the death in the world; Let us do something that even should they be walking in a world shadowed by death they can know I am with them and they are partakers with Me in the life that is very good. 

In Philippians 3:8 the apostle Paul talks about the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus.  In Ephesians 4:13 Paul says we are perfected unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of christ by the knowledge of the Son of God.  

The knowledge of the Son of God or the knowledge of Christ Jesus talks about a knowledge or a belief that is ministered to people through the Son of God.  It talks about God ministering to us the word of a life that overcomes death through His Son.  

God heals us from the effects of knowing good and evil through the knowledge of His Son.  He heals us through the law of the Spirit of Life that is in Christ Jesus.  He cleanses our conscience from the tribulation in the world that was all the time accusing us and accusing God in our hearts and causing us to judge our lives as evil.  Innocence ... hear no evil, see no evil, think no evil ... not judging your life and God and His heart for you by the evil you see.

God clothing Adam in Genesis when his conscience was accusing him, and also accusing God, telling him his life is evil, is a picture of the law of the Spirit of life.  

If you look at romans 7-8.  Paul giving echo to the utterance of Adam’s heart after he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil says in romans 7 who shall save me from this body that is clothed upon with death, or rather who shall save me from this nakedness that has been uncovered by death.  I see the fruit of God’s life is good.  I see thats the good life.  I see the life of God is the life that is very good.   I see I’m not clothed in that life I’m clothed in death and the fruit of death, and that leaves me condemning myself and my life as evil, oh wretched man that I am.  The more I try to cloth upon myself with the life that is very good the more my nakedness is uncovered by the fruit of death. 

When Paul says who shall save me from this body of death?  He could just as easily have said who shall save me from this nakedness. 

Just as God delivered Adam from the knowledge of good and evil by coming and clothing upon Adams nakedness, condemning the body of death that was accusing Adam.  Paul says God condemned the death that was causing us to judge ourselves and our lives as evil and coming behind, in the resurrection of Jesus.  The resurrection and ascension of Jesus is God coming to cloth upon our mortal bodies so our conscience no longer accuses us, or accuses God, but instead excuses us both.

Paul goes on to say how can the death in the world condemn me any longer.  How can the tribulation in the world convince me my life is evil any longer.  How can the tribulation in the world convince me I am a sheep without a shepherd left for the slaughter?  

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has destroyed the power the death in the world had to tell me my life is evil.  It fills my heart with the knowing the Father has drawn near to me to cloth upon my mortal body with His immortality.  I see Jesus and I see my life.  I see God is my Father, my life is come from Him and the incorruptible seed He has in Himself, and I’m always left with the conclusion my life is very good. 

The only thing that can persuade us we have everything we need to experience peace and love and joy and that our life is very good is for us to see that God is with us, and He has made us partakers with Him in His incorruptible life.  Its not a philosophical thing.  You can’t trick yourself into believing. The only thing that can convince you your life is very good is a very tangible thing, his name is Christ Jesus.

That’s why the apostle Paul says we are complete in Christ.

Col 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.
Col 2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Col 2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
Col 2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

Paul is comparing the knowledge that is of the world, which is the knowledge of good and evil with the knowledge of Christ Jesus.  He says the rudiments and the philosophies in the world, the traditions of man is to try and be made complete through the life that is in the world.  It’s to try and be persuaded you are complete by looking to the life you see in the world.  It’s to try and have the life you say is very good by mixing your knowledge of what is good and what is evil with the life you can bring forth in the earth through your ability. 

The word complete means to render full; to fill something to the top so that nothing shall be lacking to be at full measure.  To render perfect.  To realize something or see the realization of something.  

The apostle Paul says the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Jesus bodily and we are complete in him.  The life we say is very good is contained in Christ.  Our desire for the life that is very good is brought to perfection in Christ.   The fulness of the stature you are desiring for your life has been made full in Christ.  Your life is very good in him.  The desire you have for mortality to be swallowed up with immortality is realized in Christ.   

God has come in Christ and circumcised us from the death that was all the time causing us to judge our lives as evil and coming behind in what we need to experience peace and love and joy.  We see Jesus and we see God is with us.  We see God has served us with the incorruptible life we long for.  We see He did that because He sees Himself in our faces and He loves us.  

We see Jesus and we see our lives in him and we see nothing can separate us from the incorruptible life God has given us because He loves us.  Neither death or peril or sword can ever be a sign we are separated from having life.  We see Jesus and we see the life God has given us even condemns the death in the world.  It separates it from us; it sends it away from us; it swallows it to the uttermost.   We walk in this world that is shadowed by death always beholding our lives in Jesus and that always ministers to us that our lives are very good.

Living by the knowledge of the Son of God crucifies the death and tribulation and the fruit of death in our hearts.  It keeps us from judging our lives as evil or lacking what we need to have a righteous life.

Its like in the book of numbers where the children of Israel are dying from the bite of the serpent and they are healed from the serpents bite by beholding the serpent on the pole.  

God crucifies our hearts to the knowledge of good and evil by taking the death and the fruit of death and the tribulation that is in the world and nailing it to the cross in Jesus.  As we behold the death in the world crucified in Christ it heals us from the sting of death, it keeps our hearts from judging our lives as evil or coming behind in something we need to experience a righteous life should we encounter tribulation.

Its like in Genesis where the light entered the earth and separated the darkness and God said it is very good.  When we see our lives as being separated from the the world and its death by Gods doing, the judgment we will have about our lives is it is very good.  

