With everything going on in the world, whether it be the political environment, or culture wars, or the stress related to COVID and the shutdowns and such, its a good time to be reminded concerning the devices of the serpent, and the way he tempts us, so we aren’t deceived as Eve was in the garden.  

You know we have a great advantage over Eve.  We arent ignorant of the serpents devices.  We know when the serpent comes to tempt us and what the serpent uses to tempt us.  We know what the serpent is after when he tempts us and that helps to discern the voice of the stranger.  It helps to distinguish between the voice of the Good Shepherd and the voice of the stranger.   

If you can know the playbook of the opposing team you have a tremendous advantage.  Its like with a baseball team stealing the signs of the other team so they know what they are doing.  What pitch they will throw, etc ..... patriots ... Wiley coyote and bugs bunny.  Bugs was always one step ahead.

Its during hard times and times of tribulation and unrest the devil tries to confuse our doctrines, sow discord amongst the brethren, and corrupt our minds from the simplicity that is Christ.  

The word simplicity doesnt speak of feeble mindedness it means singleness.  To be established in the simplicity of Christ is for your eye to be single.  Its to see the treasure your after in the life you see in Jesus.  The simplicity of Christ is the message that the peace and love and joy and rest you long for and the salvation from the corruption you long for is contained in Jesus, and there is no other name or system, whether in heaven or earth, where those things can be found.  

The serpent is all the time trying to move us away form the singleness of Christ, and the weapon of his warfare, the snare he uses to try and set a trap for us is the tribulation and the death and the corruption he planted in the earth through the sin of Adam.   There is tribulation and corruption in this world and when we encounter those things that is the opportune time Satan tries to tempt us. 

The amplified version of Luke 4:13 says When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Jesus until a more opportune time.  

The more opportune time for Satan to tempt Jesus is when Jesus was stripped naked, with a crown of thorns pressed into his head, and nailed to the cross.  The reason it was a more opportune time is because that was the moment when the fullness of the corruption and the death in the world was manifesting in Jesus’ body.  The cross was the height of tribulation.  There can be no greater tribulation than the death of the cross.  

If you notice satan tempted Jesus when he was in the midst of hard times.  In the first temptation Jesus hadnt eaten in 30 days and was starving to death.  The devil tried to use the weakness and lack Jesus felt to tempt Jesus to make the strength in his hand the food that can give him life.  

If you look at Genesis 3 the serpent says to Eve yea, hasnt God said you shall not eat of every tree in the garden.  

Satan wasnt trying to convince Eve that God didn’t say not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Satan was questioning God and the integrity of His intent to provide Eve with life.  

The serpent was saying is it really true that God is prohibiting you from eating of all the trees in the garden, man that’s lame.  Eve’s says nah we can eat from the trees of the garden.  It’s only this one tree we cant eat from, and the reason God told us not to eat from it is He doesn’t want us to die.  That’s when Satan says you shall not die, the reason God wants to keep you from that tree is because Gods holding out on you and keeping you from what you need to have life and godlikeness.  God knows in the day you eat from it you will be in His likeness.  

The way satan got Eve to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was by telling her she lacked what she needed to have life and godlikeness, and he also told Eve that God was lacking in giving her what she needed for godlikeness.  He tempted Eve by telling her she didn’t have what was needed to have a righteous life, and he pointed to her not being able to eat from the tree as the evidence.  

We can see the same thing go down with Jesus on the cross.  Satan was there tempting Jesus on the cross and the weapon of his warfare was the tribulation and the death of the cross.  The devil used the death of the cross to uncover Jesus’ nakedness.  He used the pharisees to point at Jesus’ nakedness on the cross and tell Jesus he was forsaken by God.  The serpent was in the pharisees telling Jesus if God is your Father let Him come for you if He will have you. 

Just as he did with Eve, the serpent was tempting Jesus with the idea that he lacked what was needed to have life and godlikeness, and God was lacking as the one who would give it to him.  The devil was calling into question Gods righteousness towards Jesus to cloth him with life, and the evidence he pointed to was Jesus’ nakedness and the death he was dying on the cross.  

The devil wanted to get Jesus to live by the knowledge of good and evil.  He wanted Jesus to judge himself and his life and God by the death that came upon him at the cross, so the motion of sin could be excited in him and he would take up his own life, and come down off the cross. 

When we encounter tribulation in the world.  When we see we are beset by corruption.  Its the equivalent of what happened with Adam in the garden when his nakedness was uncovered.  We see the corruption and our hearts know it’s evil and inconsistent with life, and we feel as if we are naked, not having what we need to partake of a righteous life.  

Satan tries to use the knowledge of good and evil against us.  He uses our knowledge that corruption and death are evil and contrary to life to uncover our nakedness.  He knows we want life.  He knows if he can get us to see our lives as intertwined with the world our souls will be agitated, a lust for life will be conceived in our hearts, and the motion of laboring will be excited in us. 

Satan wants to compel us to take up our own life.  He wants to get us to pick up the sword and try to gather peace and love and joy to ourselves.  He points to the corruption in the world and in our lives to try and get us to judge ourselves and our lives and Gods righteousness towards us by the fruit of death we see in the world and in our lives.  He wants to take us from rest.  He wants to get us to look to our ability to perfect the world and its systems, and perfect the lives we have in the world in order to establish that which is righteous.  

That’s the equivalent of Adam trying to cloth himself.  That’s the pride of life, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes the apostle John talks about in 1st John.  We desire life, we see the good we can gain from the world and think it looks good to be able to feed us with life, and then we enlist the strength in our hand to try and cloth ourselves with the peace and the love and the joy we long for through the good we can heap unto ourselves in the world.  

If you want to do something as Nike would say “just do it” because you want to, rather than look to what you are doing as the food that can feed you with the peace and the love and joy you want.  

Now God hasn’t left us alone to resist temptation ourselves.  He’s not allowing us to be tempted as some form of a test.  The letter of James says God cant be tempted neither does He tempt anyone.  

1 Cor 10:13 says There is no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

Paul isnt saying God allows us to be tempted some but won’t let us be tempted too much.  He’s saying God hasnt left us alone to try and resist temptation by our willpower or the gritting of our teeth.  Paul’s saying God has drawn near to us to be our advocate against the temptation in the world. 

Jesus says in John 14:30 I’m paraphrasing using the entire context, Jesus says the prince of this world will come to me when I am on the cross to tempt me but he doesn’t have anything in me.  His accusations will not be able to birth lust in my heart.   The death he brings against me won’t be able to get me to take up my own life because I see the world doesn’t have life in itself to give me.  I see even should I gain all the good in the world it can’t give me the life my heart longs for.  The devil doesn’t have anything in me because the Father is my treasure.  I see the substance of the life I long for is in the Father and not the world.  I see the love the Father has in His eyes towards me; I see the Father is with me, and its His good pleasure to give me His life and everything He has in Himself as a gift.  

This faith was the power behind Jesus’ ability to  endure temptation.  This faith produced the fruit of patience in Jesus and kept his heart from lust being conceived in him. 

James 1:12  says Blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

James begins his letter by saying to rejoice in the day you encounter tribulation, knowing the faith that came in Jesus produces a patience that strengthens you to endure in the day of temptation.  Only continue to hear the faith.  

The patience of God endures in us.  Its Gods patience that is the strength to endure in the day of temptation.  We don’t produce the patience in ourselves but the Holy Spirit produces the fruit of patience in us by guiding us into the faith that was revealed in Jesus. 

We see in Jesus the good we can gain from the world cant satisfy the longing we have for a righteous life.  We see Jesus on the cross and we see the best the world can give us is the death of the cross.  We see the substance of the life we have always longed for is in the Father.   We see the treasure we’ve always been after revealed to us in the life the Father manifested in Jesus.  We see the Father’s eyes are full of love towards us, and we see what He’s done to give us all of Himself as a gift, and that fills us with the fruit of His patience and strengthens us to endure the temptation that is common to all people.   

When I see my life in the person of Jesus seated at the right hand of God, I see Gods righteousness towards me, and it persuades my heart that I lack no good thing, and that I am the possessor of all things that pertain to life and godliness in Christ, and that produces patience in me when I encounter the fruit of death and tribulation in the earth.  

As the apostle Peter would say we are saved from the effects of the corruption in the earth on account of God having made us partakers with Him in His divine nature.  And His divine nature is the indestructible life He has in Himself, that is without beginning and end. 













