We are going to look at the letter to the hebrews and what it means to move on to perfection. There’s that which is perfect and the fruit that comes from that which is perfect.  

Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
Heb 5:13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Heb 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
Heb 6:2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
Heb 6:3  And this will we do, if God permit.
Heb 6:4  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
Heb 6:5  And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,
Heb 6:6  If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

First principles of the oracles of God=the law given by Moses, which is the beginning of the teaching that produces repentance from dead works and faith towards God in the hearts of people.   Romans 3 calls the law given to israel the oracles of God.  

These Hebrews were still reading Moses with a veil over their hearts.  They were ignorant concerning the word Moses gave through the law.  They thought it spoke of the works which they must do to be sanctified from sin instead of seeing the words of the law were prophesying of the lamb God would provide, and the work God would do through His lamb, to perfect them once for all time from the death sin brought into the earth. 

They didnt understand David saying to God my eyes have been opened, the power to be cleansed from sin and death is not found in these animal sacrifices and rituals, but the power is in the lamb you will provide.  As the apostle Paul says in Romans 10:3  For Israel being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

Israel saw the law spoke of a righteousness that could cleanse them from sin and death.  But they didnt see the righteousness the law spoke of was the good thing God would do to cleanse mankind from the death sin was serving them.  And because of that they were all the time trying to be set apart from death and set apart unto life by the works which they could do to perform the rituals, and cleansings, and sacrifices in the old covenant. 

When it was past the time their hearts should revere the work of God and not their own works.  When they should have been able to teach others about the righteous thing GOD has done in Jesus.  They were unskilled in the word of Gods righteousness.

These hebrews still hadnt digested the milk of the law.  They hadnt grasped the doctrine contained in the first principles of the oracles of God.  When they should have been feeding on the meat that is the work God performed through Jesus.  They were still in need of being taught what the law was all about.  Which is why the author of hebrews goes through all the things in the law, the temple, the highpriest, the rituals, and cleansings, and baptisms, and demonstrates how they all spoke of the righteous thing God would do by the power of His Christ.

Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ.  

This isnt saying we need to move past the gospel, or that there is some wisdom or knowledge to be had outside of Christ.  It isnt saying we must now move beyond the cross and the resurrection.  

The word principle means beginning.  Therefore, leaving the beginning of the doctrine of Christ.  The beginning of the doctrine of Christ is the first principles of the oracles of God mentioned in chapter 5.  The author of hebrews is equating the law given by Moses with the beginnings of the doctrine of Christ. 

The Israelites were first introduced to the doctrine of Christ through the law given by Moses.  The law introduced them to the lamb God would provide to take away the death that was reigning over the world; the law introduced them to the teaching that the power to lay hold of the resurrection of the dead and overcome eternal death was contained in the work God would do to baptize them in the fire of His life.  It was the works of the law that introduced the Israelites to the doctrine that could circumcise their hearts from dead works and fill them with faith towards God.  As Moses says in Exodus 20 fear not, God has given you this law to prove you, that your faith might be towards Him and not the strength contained in your hand.  

The author of Hebrews is saying .... Listen guys the works in the law.  The rituals, the sacrifices, the cleansings, the observance of days and weeks and moons were all pointing to the doctrine that would be revealed in Christ.  All those things were pointing to the lamb God would provide, and the work God would do to set us apart from death and set us apart unto Himself and His indestructible life once for all time.  

Let us leave the shadows that first introduced us to the doctrine of Christ and go on to perfection.  Yes those things introduced us to the work God would do in Christ to produce trust in our hearts towards Him.  But the power to be put to rest and to see our hearts filled with faith towards God was never contained in the blood of bulls and goats or the different rituals and cleansings prescribed by the law.  Those things could never purge our conscience from death.  They merely introduced us to what God would do through Christ.  

Now that we see the substance of what those things in the law were trying to teach us perfected in Christ, let us see the power for our hearts to be circumcised from looking to the strength contained in our flesh, and filled with faith towards God is contained in the faith that was revealed in Jesus.  Let us look unto the lamb God provided to lay hold of the rest God promised us.  Let us look unto the faith that was revealed in Jesus as the power to attain to the resurrection of the dead, and overcome eternal death.  As the apostle Peter would say let us go on because we have a more sure word of prophecy now that the Christ the law prophesied of is come.  

Moving on to perfection 

Perfection speaks of completeness.  It speaks of something that was began, being filled out or finished or made complete.  Its like with a house you can lay the foundation, but the point of the foundation is not the slab.  The slab is just the beginning of the house.  When the house is complete you won’t be looking at the slab you’ll be looking at the house. 

If you look at my shadow you have the beginning of Greg.  You can have an idea of my frame, how tall I am, some idea of my shape.  But when you can see me standing right in front of you, then that which is perfect is come, and you will look at me and not my shadow.  

Perfection refers to being put to rest on account of seeing God has cleansed you from the death that tormented you, once for all time through Jesus.  As hebrews 4 says there remains a promised rest for the people of God. 

Listen guys let us go on to that which is the completion of what we first heard through the law.  Let us see the substance of what the works of the law were always pointing to is finished in Jesus.   Let us see that Jesus is the lamb, the law said God would provide.  Let us walk in the knowing that God has cleansed us from the death sin was serving us with, and set us apart unto Himself and His indestructible life, once for all time, by the once for all time sacrifice of Jesus.

Should we encounter death and tribulation in the world ..... If we have moments of weakness on account of the mortality in our flesh, and we are in need of help.  Let us not see hard times as a sign we are still in need of being cleansed from sin.  Let us not busy ourselves with the works of the law, thinking thats the power to be set apart from sin.  But, let us see the grace we need is found in Jesus, and feed on the meat that is the gospel.  

Let us come to God, in the full assurance that Jesus gives us, having our hearts sprinkled clean from the death our bodies are clothed in.  Let us find the help we need by seeing the very fabric of our lives and the very substance of our being is intertwined with God and the indestructible life He has in Himself.  Let us see the blood of Jesus, and let it be a word to us that we are dead to the sin and the death and the corruption thats in the world, never to be able to die again.  

And this will we do because it is Gods will.  Listen we arent moving on from performing the works of the law and the observance of days and weeks and moons of our own accord.  We are moving on because that’s the desire of Gods heart.  

Gods plan was never about animal sacrifices and the performing of rituals.  As Hebrews 10 says the sacrifices and offerings that were prescribed in the law was never the point, seeing they could never take away the wages of sin.  God found fault with the old covenant because it could never purge our conscience from the death in the world and the fear and bondage death produces.  It could never cause us to enter God’s rest.  The plan that was always in Gods heart was to prepare a body for Jesus, that we could be sanctified from death once for all time through the offering of the body of Jesus.  

Heb 6:4  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, Heb 6:5  And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, Heb 6:6  If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.(Come to the knowledge of the truth; speaks of Holy Spirit being poured out on all flesh.)

Now remember the context here is moving on from the the rituals contained in the law, and how we know that is the good and the right way.  

The author of hebrews just said let us move on from looking to the beginning principles in the law that pointed to Christ, and let us look unto Christ Himself.  The reason we will move on is because the power to be put to rest, and to find our hearts filled with faith towards God is contained in the faith that was revealed in Jesus. 

All the things prescribed in the law pointed to the righteous thing God would do through Christ to renew a mind of repentance in us.  They pointed to the righteous thing God would do in our midst, to deliver us from death, so through that He can form within us a heart filled with faith towards Him and not our works.  

What these verses are saying is should a person reject the sacrifice of Jesus.  Its impossible for the sacrifices and rituals in the law, or any other sacrifice for that matter, to form within them a heart filled with faith towards God.  

Heb 10:26  says For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

The power to purge a persons conscience from looking to their own works for life, and fill them with faith towards God is found in what God has done in Jesus to cleanse us from death.  Should a person willfully reject what God has done in Christ, there remains nothing else that has the power to put their flesh to rest and form within them a heart filled with faith towards God.  

It’s like with the account of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke’s gospel.  The rich guy asks Abraham if he can send Lazarus back to his brothers to testify to them so they can repent.  And abraham says they have moses and the prophets.  And the guy says but if one comes back from the dead they will believe.  And Abraham says if they wouldn’t listen to Moses and the prophets, then neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead to testify to them.  

If the blood of Christ himself, the lamb that all the old covenant rituals spoke of, is manifested in our midst, and has taken away the death that was reigning over the world, bringing to light the promise of immortality, and a person willfully rejects the Spirit of grace, considering themselves dead to christ crucified, trampling underfoot the blood of the covenant with which they were sanctified from death, preferring their own works over the work of God.  If the promised lamb is come, and the Holy Spirit is poured out on all flesh, and a person hears of the righteous thing God has done to give them the kingdom as a gift, and that isnt able to form within them a heart filled with faith towards God.  Then certainly, the blood of bulls and goats, and the works contained in the law, will never be able to cause that person to turn away from looking to their own works and walk in the good work of God.  So let’s go on from that...




