Going to survey the gospel of John today and what is maybe the primary theme of John’s gospel, and the primary thing John is trying to convey through his gospel.   There’s a lot of different things we can pick out of Johns gospel but really what its all about is the commandment of Jesus.  

Joh 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments

To love here means to value something.  Jesus says if you value what I’ve shown you then abide in it.  If you think what I’ve said to you is good and true and beneficial to your life then continue in my commandment.  

The question is what is the commandment of Jesus.  

Normally what happens is we try and think of all the things we say Jesus told us to do.  We think the commandment of Jesus is about him giving us orders to perform like do not be afraid, or love your enemies, or turn the other cheek.  Or Jesus telling us we must perform thou shalts and thou shalt nots. 

Joh 12:44  Jesus cried and said, He that believes on me, believes not on me, but on him that sent me.
Joh 12:45  And he that sees me sees him that sent me.
Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believes on me should not abide in darkness.
Joh 12:47  And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
Joh 12:48  He that rejects me, and receives not my words, has one that judges him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
Joh 12:49  For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
Joh 12:50  And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.

This will really challenge our cultural view of what a commandment is because how can someone perform eternal life?  Jesus says his commandment is life everlasting.  Is Jesus telling us we must produce everlasting life?  I mean how can you order someone to do eternal life?  

Explain commandment from greek and hebrew ..

A commandment is a word or a precept or an instruction about something.  It can be used in the sense of giving someone an order to perform but it can also be used in the sense of teaching someone something.  Or laying out for someone a code of wisdom.  

If I teach someone about the law of gravity it could be said that I gave them a commandment.  It isnt an order to perform its a teaching about something that is.   

Jesus tells the people his ministry isnt about seeing him or believing on him.  Its about seeing the Father.  Its about in seeing Jesus we can see the Father.  He says whatever it is we see in him is not about him its about revealing the Father.  

Jesus says he doesn’t speak of Himself.  He says the Father has given me a commandment that He should speak of the Father, that in the Father being known to mankind, our faith might be towards Him. 

John begins his gospel saying in the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God.   And John goes on to say the word was made flesh to make God known in the earth.  John says the word was made flesh so God could be known by mankind.

What Johns getting at is the word thats been from the beginning; that was made flesh in Jesus; is the Father.  Its a declaration concerning the Father; and that is what the commandment of Jesus is all about.  It is a declaration concerning the Father.   Jesus himself is the commandment.  

Looking back to John 12 Jesus says the Father has given him a commandment to declare to the world, and this commandment is (unto) life everlasting.  The result or the fruit that this commandment will produce in a person should they value it is eternal life.   

Ok so whatever we want to say about the commandment of Jesus and what its all about, its got to be able to give you eternal life.

The commandment must be a word that can produce eternal life in you.  It must be a saying, or a teaching, or an instruction that can produce eternal life in you otherwise it cannot be the commandment of Jesus.  

So let me ask Can giving produce eternal life in you?  Can loving your enemies or serving in a ministry produce eternal life in you.  Yes we can say those things are good,and they are the fruit of God’s life, but can they produce eternal life in you should you do them.

Staying in John’s gospel, Jesus says in John 17 that eternal life is found in knowing the one true God.  He goes on to describe what it means to know the one true God as seeing God with you to be a Father to your life.  

Ok .... We are going to connect some dots now.  If eternal life is found in knowing God as your Father, and the commandment of Jesus is the thing that produces eternal life in people.  Then the commandment of Jesus is to make God known to the world, so mankind can see God has drawn near to them to be a Father to their life.  

The commandment of Jesus is the revelation of the Father’s love for the world.  In John 17 Jesus prays to the Father about the commandment being made manifest in the earth.  Jesus prays in John 17 that we would know the Father loves us as much as He loves Jesus.  Jesus is fully persuaded that the Father loves him, and he prays that we might be fully persuaded of the Father’s love for us, just as He is.  

Jesus prayed to the Father, saying the hour is come.  Now is the time where I’m going to take the death of the world into my flesh on the cross.  Glorify me, come and raise me from the dead, so that in the world seeing the love you have for me in raising me out of the miry clay as the son of man, the world will see its a testimony of the love you have for them, and they can know you the same way that i know you as Father. 

Jesus was the only one knowing the heart of God.  He was the only one truly knowing God as Father.  So the Father gave it into Jesus’ hands to make Him known to the world.  That’s the commandment the Father gave to Jesus.  He gave it into Jesus’ hands to make the love He has for the world known.  God wanted to be known by the world so the world in knowing Him could be translated from the condemnation of death into the light of His eternal life.  

remember John says Jesus is the light that lights every person that comes into the world.  Jesus is the light that came into the world to reveal to every person the love the Father feels for them is the same love He feels for Jesus.  The way he reveals the Father’s love for all people is he shows the world the Father is with them in the midst of this world to Father His life in them free from their works.  

Seeing that Jesus is the light that entered the earth.  The commandment of Jesus is let there be light.  Its the calling forth of life in people.  Its Jesus calling people out of the darkness of death into the glorious light of his life by revealing the Father, and the love the Father feels for the world .......

We can see the commandment of Jesus in his death and resurrection.  We can see his teaching that is unto life everlasting.  

When we look at Jesus on the cross its easy to see his commandment is not about the works which we can do because there he is on the cross with his hands nailed to a tree.  

What is it Jesus performed to inherit the blessing of life when his hands were nailed to a tree.  Did he give some money; did he perform miracles; did he perform the works of the law?  In fact Jesus would have rather died on the cross than look to the strength in his own hand to attain to life.  

The commandment was being made flesh in Jesus on the cross.  Jesus was declaring God as Father, when he said into your hands I commit my life.  Into your hands I commit my desire to be clothed upon with life.  Into your hands I commit my desire to see the kingdom manifested.  Into your hands I commit my desire to be vindicated from this injustice.  Into your hands I commit my desire to be justified from the accusations that are come against me.  Into your hands I commit my desire to be comforted from this affliction.  

You can see Jesus’ commandment on the cross when he cries out Father into your hands I commit my life ... and you can see the life everlasting it produces in his resurrection.  

In John 14:6 Jesus says I am the truth, the way, and the life.  This is the commandment of Jesus.  His commandment is He comes and reveals Gods righteousness towards mankind, to be a Father to our lives, free from our works, so that in seeing Gods equitable deed towards us we can know Him as Father and we can be put to rest by His love for us.  

As John 16 says The Holy Spirit shows us Gods righteousness towards us, to care for our lives, and overcome the sin and death in our flesh, by pointing to the resurrected Jesus who is seated at the right hand of God on account of the Father loving him out of the grave.  When we see Jesus, and see its the testimony of Gods faithfulness to our lives, and we see that its on account of the love He has in his heart for us, we come to the place where we say it must be because we are His children.  

We can see the commandment at work in the apostle Paul saying God poured out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts to testify to us of the Fathers love for us so our hearts cry out Abba!  The way unto life everlasting is for your heart to cry out Abba.  

The resurrection is the commandment of Jesus.  It declares God to the world.  It makes God known to the world as Father.  It reveals the love God has in His heart for mankind.  It gives people intimacy with God by making Him known to the world.  The resurrection tells you God is with you to overcome the deadness in your flesh, and Father His life in you free from your works, because He loves you.  And that is the commandment of Jesus.

Now lets take it down to the level of friends talking with one another because Jesus is our friend.  The commandment of Jesus is listen guys I’ve got something to tell you about God and what is in His heart for your life.  This guy loves you so much.  He is so taken with you that He has drawn near to you, to preserve your life from the death in the world, by Fathering His life in you free from anything you can do for Him.  

Pray




