The message today is titled the remission of sin.  I called it the remission of sin to help us look at forgiveness without our cultural understanding of the word forgiveness acting as a stumblingblock to us.  

The term remission of sin comes from the letter to the hebrews.  The remission of sin has the same meaning as the forgiveness of sin.  

The same greek word translated as forgiveness in other places in the new testament is translated remission in the letter to the hebrews. 

When we think of the forgiveness of sin or rather the remission of sin. 

There’s what God performed through Christ to send the death, sin was serving us with, away from us, and then there’s what was in God’s heart when He did what He did.  

What was God after in sending sin and death away from us.  What was He wanting to bring forth?  What’s the remission of sin all about?  

As Jerred pointed out much of what’s been taught about the forgiveness of sin has been from the perspective of a taskmaster instead of a loving Father.  The way it has been described paints God in the image of a taskmaster who had servants that disobeyed his orders and needed to be punished, instead of painting God in the image of a loving Father desiring to rescue His children from captivity so they can partake of their heritage.

It portrayed God as if He was filled with resentment because of man’s sin, but He found a way to be delivered from the resentment on account of the blood of Jesus.  

But, is that really what was in God’s heart when He said to Himself “Let us forgive the sin of the world?”  Was God thinking He’d been harmed by the sin of man and He was in need of being delivered from the feeling of resentment?  

As I was listening to Jerred’s message I couldnt stop thinking the forgiveness of sin is about God’s image being restored in the hearts of people.  I kept coming back to God wanting to restore His own image in the hearts of mankind.  I couldnt stop thinking that the forgiveness of sin is all about God painting Himself in the image of Father so people will come to Him.  

Act 26:14  And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
Act 26:15  And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.
Act 26:16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;
Act 26:17  Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,
Act 26:18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

God saw us walking in darkness concerning Him and His heart towards us.  He saw it was keeping us from partaking of our heritage.  He wanted to do something to pop open our eyes to the goodness in His heart towards us, so we would come to Him and partake of our inheritance.  

You see we have an inheritance in God.  God is our inheritance.  And not only God the person but the eternal life God has in Himself is our inheritance.  We have an inheritance stored up for us in God, seeing that He is our Father.  The thing is, we have to come to Him, or rather not run from Him, when He comes to gather us to Himself in order to partake of our inheritance.  

God hasnt left it up to us to bring ourselves to Him.  God draws us to Himself through the faith that entered the earth in Jesus.  

The forgiveness of sin is about God bringing a faith into the earth through Jesus, that can draw us to Himself, by showing us there is no accusation, or condemnation, or punishment stored up for us in God.  That the only thing God has in Himself to give us is His very life and love. 

Forgiveness is about us being healed from the effect sin had on our lives.

What was sins effect on our lives.  How is it that sin affected our lives.  What did sin do to us?  What happened to mankind because of sin?

Jerred brought up the exodus of the Hebrews as a picture of the forgiveness of sin, and rightly so.  

Sin was like a Pharoah to us.  Holding us captive to a life of hard labor.

Sin bruised us with death.  It made us blind to the truth that God was our Father.   We couldn’t see God would only ever be good to us.  Our hearts were filled with fear at the thought of standing in God’s presence, thinking there was punishment stored up for us in God because of our sin.  So that left us trying to gather life to ourselves by the sweat of our brow.  

Hebrews 2 says the power the devil had over us was through the fear of death.  It says we were held in bondage through the fear of death.  

We can see what the the fear of death looks like in Adam if we look in Genesis.  

Adam wouldn’t come to God because He had a fear that what was waiting for him in God was scrutiny and punishment.  He was blind to the fact that the only gift God had in Himself to give was eternal life.  Now because of that, Adam was sweating from his brow trying to cloth himself with life.  

In the same way, the power the devil had over us, to take our members captive, and make us slaves to a life of hard labor, was because we were blinded to the goodness in Gods heart towards us.   We didn’t see the only thing God has in Himself to give us is the gift of eternal life.  Like, Adam we thought the thing that was waiting for us in God was punishment for our sin.  We didn’t think there was a treat waiting for us in the presence of God we thought there was a trick.  We didn’t see God had prepared a table for us in His presence to serve us with His life, and that left us sweating from our brow trying to gather peace and love and joy to ourselves.  

You talk about hard labor.  There’s no labor more difficult than trying to produce eternal life by your own strength.  There’s no labor more strenuous than trying to gather peace to yourself.  

When God thinks of forgiveness His mind is filled with delivering us from that.  He isn’t thinking He’s angry with us and in need of being set free from the feeling of resentment.  

He sees the effect sin is having on us.  He sees it is making us blind ... He sees it’s causing us to walk in darkness concerning the gift He has in Himself to give us.  His heart is for us to be able to walk in the light of His love so we can be delivered from the power of the devil and our lives can come under the power of His indestructible life. 

So what God does is He comes and nails the death that is bruising us to a tree to deliver us from the effect of sin.  He says if I can come and condemn the death that is condemning my children, their eyes can be opened to the goodness in My heart towards them and they’ll be drawn to Me and partake of the eternal life that is stored up for them in Me. 

God sees we won’t come to Him to partake of our inheritance because of the fear of death, so He sends Jesus to bring forth the faith that can sanctify His name in our hearts.  He sends Jesus to purge our hearts from the fear there is punishment stored up for us in Him.  

God was in Christ leading a great exodus.  You know the exodus was about God grabbing the children of israel by the hand and leading them out of their captivity to hard labor, and leading them into the promised land that was their inheritance. 

God said to Himself let us lead our children out of this captivity.  Let us lead our children out of the bondage where they are trying to gather life to themselves.  The way I will do it is by restoring my image in their hearts.  When they can see there is no punishment stored up for them in Me, and they can see the only thing I have in Myself to give them is the reward of eternal life.  They will be led into my arms and find rest from all their works.  

The forgiveness of sin is about God showing up as the Father of mankind to tell the taskmaster who was beating and bruising His children “Let my children go”.

It’s about a Fathers desire to rescue His children from the taskmaster that has them in bondage to a life of labors so they can inherit from Him the life He has always dreamt for them.  

God shows up in the midst of mankind thinking He is the thief that is stealing from them and condemning them to death because of their sin, and instead of condemning us He is good to us, removing the sentence of death that is hanging over us, justifying us from the accusation of the evil one.  Revealing Himself as Father, so we can know Him as the God of all Comfort instead of taskmaster, and run into His arms.  

The parable of the prodigal son and the good Father is a great illustration of what the forgiveness of sin is all about.

In the parable the son wastes his inheritance on drunken debauchery.  The Father looks to the horizon day and night wanting His Son to come home.  But, the Son isn’t so anxious to come home because he doesn’t think there will be a reward waiting for him should he come home.  The son thinks he will be a servant in his father’s house.  All the Father wants is for His Son to come home so he can put His robe and His ring on the Son, but the son won’t come home because he thinks there is punishment for him.  He doesn’t see there is a reward for him should he come home.

The forgiveness of sin is as a man who has an inheritance to give his children.  But, the inheritance has gone to waste because his children have walked away from their Father.  All the while the Father isn’t thinking of His children disrespecting Him or transgressing Him.  The Father is only wishing for His children to return home to Him.  Alas His children are not returning home for fear there is punishment stored up for them because of what they’ve done.  

God is the Father looking to the horizon everyday desiring to see His children come home to Him so they can partake of the eternal life that is their inheritance.  But, His children wouldn’t come home to Him because they didnt think there is a reward waiting for them, rather they thought there was disapproval and punishment waiting for them because of their sin.  

So God sent Jesus into the earth, to stand in the midst of the children He longed to come home to Him, to condemn the death that was condemning His children, so we can see the gift He has in Himself to give us is eternal life, not punishment or death.  

God sent Jesus to bring faith into the earth so He can draw us to Himself.  

Hebrews 11 verse 6 says without faith it is impossible for God to be happy.  For those who come to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of all those who come to Him.  

What this verse actually says is the thing that makes God happy is for people to come to Him because He wants more than anything to reward them with the gift of eternal life.  But, unless people can be persuaded God will only ever be good to them and only serve them with eternal life when they come to Him, they will never come to Him.  

So God says the way I can draw my children to me is if I can persuade them the only thing I have in myself to give them is the reward of eternal life.  He says if I can persuade them there is only ever goodness in my heart for them, then they will come home to me.  

God sent Jesus into the earth to nail death to the tree and bring it into the grave so He can persuade us He only has good and perfect gifts to give us, and our conscience can be purged from sin and the fear their is punishment waiting for us in His presence, and we can be strengthened to come home to Him and partake of His life.  

That is the forgiveness of sin in action.  God sanctifies His name in our hearts through the faith that came in Jesus because He wants to draw us home to our heritage.  And that heritage is God Himself and the eternal life He has in Himself.  




