We have this thing where we have described things about God in an erroneous way, and what happens is we see it isnt right what we have said, and instead of correcting the description, there’s a tendency to want to throw the thing out all together.  

If we look at God as judge.  Many times we hear things like yes God is love but He is also judge.  It s said as if God being Judge is somehow outside of the confines of God is love.  Like God being Judge somehow speaks of a characteristic of God that is opposed to Him loving people.  That even though God is love, because He is also judge, He will condemn people if they don’t repent from their sin.  

God being Judge doesnt mean He condemns some people and He approves of other people.  

Acts 13:46 says, Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.  

People judge themselves worthy or unworthy.  Its peoples hearts that will either condemn them or approve of them at the thought of standing in the presence of God.  Romans 2 says our conscience being a law unto itself, bears witness to us, either accusing us or excusing us.  

We dont want to look at how people have erred in their description of God as Judge, and say there is no judicial aspect to God and His gospel.  There’s an entire book in the scriptures called the book of judges.  

What we want is to see those things in light of the truth that is revealed in Jesus.  

Explain purpose of a judge

The book of Judges is one of the first books in the Old Testament scriptures.  It comes only after the first 5 Books of Moses and the book of Joshua.  Historically speaking it consists of the time after Joshua and Caleb led the children of israel into the promised land, and the time prior to israel asking God for a king.

During this time God raised up several different judges, Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Gideon, Samson, a woman named Deborah.

The ancient Hebrew idea of a judge was someone who came in the name of God to establish a righteous life for the people to partake of.  They would establish the rulership of an abundant life over the people, where the government consisted of the people being served with the abundance of Gods life free from their works. 

The judge would discern Gods righteousness towards the people to be their God; to provide for the people a righteous life through the strength contained in His hand; where the only thing there is for the people to do is partake of the life God has provided them with.  

The judge would make God known to the people.  They would reveal God in the midst of the people to be a Father to their lives; to be the God they needed for their lives to prosper, so that in the people seeing God with them, caring for their lives, they would see themselves as a people, that was not in need of being a god to their own lives.  

The purpose of raising up a judge was that in the people knowing Gods righteousness towards them, they would be His people, because they have seen Him be their God.  

Hebrews 8:10 says for this is the covenant that I will make with the house of israel after those days, says the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.  

Explain GOD to a people

In order to be God to a people there are certain requirements you must meet.  You know its like when you are applying for a job.  The job may require certain qualifications to be able to perform the job.  

Likewise in order to be God to a people there are certain qualifications you have to meet.  You must be able to see what it is the people are needing for their lives to be established; you must have it within yourself to provide them with the life they are needing; and you must be able to provide them with everything that is needed for life and Godlikeness, free from their works.  If their works are needed for you to establish their lives then you cannot say you are their God.  

(Whether we know it or not we are putting God through an interview process)

Hebrews 8 talks of God providing the lamb that was needed to take away the sin of the world.  God saw we were in need of being saved from death and the fear of death.  He manifested Himself in our midst to serve us with the salvation we needed so in us seeing He was with us to be our God, we could live knowing we are His people.  

To be God’s people; that is to know yourself as God’s people means to see you are not needing to father your own life.  You are not in need of fathering peace and love and joy in yourself because God is with you to Father His life in you, free from your works.  

In the same way John says God didn’t send Jesus into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world from the condemnation of death they were already standing in.  God didnt raise up judges to condemn people.  He raised up judges to deliver the people from the condemnation they were already standing in.  

Jdg 3:9  And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.

Book of judges says the Lord raised up a deliverer repeatedly ....

Deliverer is Hebrew-Yasha means savior.  Its the same root used in the name of Jesus.  

God raised up judges not to condemn people but to be a deliverer that brought forth salvation.  The point of the judge was to manifest salvation in the midst of the people so they could be delivered from what was oppressing them.  

The way it would go down is the people would go a whoring after other gods.  They would commit adultery on God.  Their works were lifted up in their hearts.  They thought highly of the ability they had in their own hand to gather peace and love and joy to themselves.  They fornicated with the strength contained in their flesh.  They were intimate with their own works, and through their intimacy with their own works, the fruit that was born of their fornication was death and destruction.  Their fornication with their own works was stealing from them, and killing them, and destroying them.  

God would see the people being oppressed by the thief and the thief’s system.  He would raise up a judge to make Him known to the people.  He would raise up a judge to manifest His salvation in the midst of the people, so through that, the people can see God is in their midst to be their God, and their works that were lifted up in their hearts, and serving them with destruction, could be cast down.  

If you look at Gideon.  Gideon climbed into the high places and kicked over the idols.  The idols in the high places is talking about people being lifted up in their own hearts; thinking the strength contained in their hand is the power unto a righteous life. 

Part about Jesus:

All the Old Testament judges are pointing to Jesus.  The book of judges points to God coming in the person of Jesus as Judge.  Not in the condemning sense but in the likeness of a deliverer.  In the likeness of one who will manifest salvation in the midst of the world. 

The first judge mentioned is Othniel.  His name means lion of God.  Ehud means sharp; Shamgar means sword.  Jesus is sharper than a two edged sword capable of dividing asunder that which is Spirit from that which is carnal.  

If we look at Jesus, the account of Jesus with the woman caught in the act of adultery is the perfect picture of what it means for God to be Judge.  

If you look at the woman caught in the act of adultery.  Her works were lifted up in her heart.  She committed adultery on God by fornicating with her own works.  She heard from thieves and robbers that the power to be decorated with the fruit of God’s life was contained in her own hand, and that was stealing from her, and killing her, and destroying her life.  

There she is in the temple having been thrown to the ground; her nakedness having been uncovered by the serpent and his system; the condemnation of death hanging over her; the pharisees biting and devouring her.  

There she is standing in condemnation.  She is in need of someone to care for her life.  She is needing someone to be her God.  Jesus is standing there as God and as Judge.  And as God and Judge He doesn’t condemn the woman, in fact He says to the woman I don’t condemn you.  I am not here to condemn you.  Yes I am here as judge but the kind of judge I am is the kind that is manifested to deliver people from what is oppressing them and to serve them with life.  

Jesus delivers the woman from the hands of those who accused her and sought her life.  He removes the condemnation of death that was hanging over her head.  He showed the woman God was there with her to be her God.  That she was not left having to father her own life, God was there with her to Father His life in her, free from her works

Jesus dealing with the woman caught in the act of adultery is the manifestation of what it means for God to be judge.  When Jesus removed the accusers and the sentence of death that was condemning the woman he was being Judge.

He climbed into the highplaces of her heart, where her works had gotten exalted to the place of god...... He saw her life was in need of salvation.  He saw she was in need of a life that could superabound over the death she was standing in.  When Jesus served her with a life that abounded over the sin that was condemning her to death it cast down the belief in her heart that she needed to Father her own life.   

Jesus provided the woman with the things her life needed to prosper so that in her seeing God was with to be her GOD, she would go away knowing she was Gods peeps, and her works would no longer be lifted up in her heart.  

Jesus is judge when he says the thief’s been stealing from you, and killing you, and destroying you by telling you that you can inherit the blessing of life by the works which you can do.  I am here to be your God.  I am come to serve you with the salvation you need.  I am come to give you a life that superabounds over the death thats in the world, free from your works.  I will be a Father to your life.  This is Jesus being Judge.  

Remember Jesus said if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father.  God is Judge looks like God manifesting Himself in our midst to be a Father to our lives.  

Revelation 21 says I am alpha and omega.  It is done.  

I have manifested the Fathers salvation in the midst of mankind and in the midst of the earth.  Gods dwelling place is with man, and He will dwell with them and be their God, and they shall be His people.  

God comes as Judge to establish a righteous life for His people to partake of free from their works.  He sees what is oppressing us.  He sees the kind of care we need.  He sees the life He has in Himself can serve us with the salvation we long for.  He prepares a table for us that is filled with His incorruptible life.  He manifests Himself in our midst to deliver us from the death that is bruising us.  God is Judge looks like God manifesting Himself as the Father of our lives so we can live as His people.  

Prayer


