I’ve been thinking about thanksgiving, and what thanksgiving looks like for the body of Christ. 

Being thankful isnt a principle to be worked in order to have a good life.  It isnt that, if we can be thankful that will be the power unto us having a blessed life.  

We dont want to think of thanksgiving according to the knowledge of good and evil, where we say it is good to be thankful and evil to not be thankful, and we try to establish a good life by our ability to be thankful.  We don’t want to see that thanksgiving is the fruit of Gods life, and think if we can be thankful that will serve us with life.  

The idea behind thanksgiving isnt that we should be thankful.  It isnt that we must be thankful because God told us to be thankful, and it’s the right thing to do.  Thanksgiving isnt something God tells us we must have or do.  Thanksgiving is something God produces in us.  

If we look at the pilgrims.  The idea behind the first thanksgiving is there was something in the hearts and the minds of the pilgrims that caused them to feel thankful.  There was something that occurred, and when they thought about what happened, it flooded their hearts with thanksgiving.  The pilgrims werent trying to be thankful.  They didn’t say to themselves the good and the right thing is to be thankful.  Being thankful was the fruit of the pilgrims seeing something they desired for their lives come to fruition.  

Thanksgiving is what we experience in our hearts when something we are desiring for our lives be realized or comes to fruition.  The reason we feel thankful for something is because we see it as satisfying some desire we have for our lives.  

If I think about myself.  I have my own thanksgiving traditions.  I like there to be certain foods and desserts.  My heart longs to see a certain gravy, and rice, and mashed potatoes.  I like a certain kind of turkey meat and I like it to be cut a certain kind of way.  I like certain cookies and desserts.  

Now listen when I get to my parents house for thanksgiving, and I see all the foods and desserts I was longing for, it is a well of thankfulness springing forth in my heart, because my desire for thanksgiving dinner was realized.  

Col 2:1  For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;
Col 2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;
Col 2:3  In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Col 2:4  And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.
Col 2:5  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.
Col 2:6  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:
Col 2:7  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.
Col 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.
Col 2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Col 2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

Ok.  Paul comes talking about a faith, and he equates the faith to Christ himself.  He exhorts the Colossians to continue in the faith that came to the world in Jesus.  He warns them not to be deceived by the vain philosophies and traditions of men.  He says everything we need for life; all the fulness of the Godhead, and all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are contained in Christ.  

Paul says there is a faith, the faith that came to us in Christ Jesus, and  within this faith thanksgiving is all the time abounding.  It’s everywhere in abundance.  Thanksgiving is overflowing there.  This faith is like a continuous well, always springing forth an abundance of thanksgiving. 

Paul’s idea of thanksgiving is not we must be thankful.  His idea of thanksgiving is let us continue in the faith that is come in Jesus, for within this faith is contained the substance of everything our hearts long for.  

Paul says let us be rooted in the faith that is come in Christ for it will build us up in His life.  He says within this faith is contained the nutrients that can supply us with the life we long for.  And because this faith is the substance of everything we desire for our lives.  It will flood our hearts with thanksgiving.  

Paul talks a lot about thanksgiving in his letter to the Philippians 

Php 3:1  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.
Php 3:2  Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.
Php 3:3  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.
Php 3:4  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:
Php 3:5  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;
Php 3:6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.
Php 3:7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
Php 3:8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
Php 3:9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
Php 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

Php 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.

Paul isnt telling the Philippians to make themselves happy.  He isnt telling the Philippians they must be happy or they must celebrate.  

The rejoicing Paul refers to means for your heart to esteem something.  It means to boast in something.  It speaks of something your heart looks to for confidence, as it pertains to a specific matter.   

Prior to Paul’s encounter with the resurrected Jesus on the road to Damascus he rejoiced in the strength of the flesh.  He saw the strength of the flesh as the power unto a righteous life.  His heart esteemed the strength contained in his flesh as that which could serve him with a righteous life.  

When I think of salvation, I rejoice in Jesus, meaning my confidence for salvation is in Jesus.  My heart esteems Jesus as that which will save me.  I am rejoicing in the Lord.  

When Paul says rejoice in the Lord he is saying let your boasting be in what God has done in Christ.  He is telling the Philippians to boast in Christ Jesus, and the life that is in him.  

He is saying when we think of what can satisfy the desire we have for life, let us rejoice in the faith that came to us in Jesus.  

Let the words of our mouth and the meditation of our heart be the faith that came in the person of Jesus.  For this faith, that is gifted to us by God, is precious and true, having been put to the test by the death of the cross.  The strength of God to give birth to Himself and the fruit of His life in you, is contained in this faith. 

Paul tells the Philippians, When you think of what it is that can satisfy your desire for life.  Let your confidence no longer be in earthly things or in the strength of the flesh.  But, let your heart esteem the faith that is come in Jesus.  

Example of charger rental car:  There was a time when My heart boasted in a supedup charger.  My confidence was in a supedup charger.  I mean when I thought of what could satisfy the longing in my heart, man I rejoiced in that charger.  I saw that charger as the power to satisfy my desire for life.  My boasting was in that charger.  I was very confident it was that charger that could satisfy the longing in my heart.  

If we look at Paul’s own words.  He says in the past when I thought of what it is that will justify me with life.  When I thought of what can satisfy the longing in my heart; when I thought of what can satisfy the desire I have for life.  I rejoiced in the strength of the flesh.  My confidence was in the strength contained in my flesh.  I was thankful for the strength contained in my flesh.  

I was like the pharisee in luke 18 standing in the presence of God, thankful for his own works.  I was thankful I was circumcised the eighth day.  I was thankful I was of the tribe of Benjamin, a hebrew of the hebrews.  I was thankful I was a pharisee, zealous for the law, blameless when it came to performing the works of the law.  My God was my belly.  I was all the time being led around by my own lust for life.  

But, when it pleased God to reveal His Son to me.  I saw the substance of everything I ever desired for my life manifested in the resurrected Jesus.  When I saw a man who had the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in his physcial body.  When I saw a man who had conquered the grave and who possessed the very life and immortality of God in his flesh.  What happened is my heart was circumcised from boasting in the strength of the flesh, and I rejoiced in Christ Jesus.  

When I thought of what can satisfy the longing I have in my heart for life i no longer thought of the strength contained in my flesh.  My heart and my mind were flooded with Christ, and I was filled with thanksgiving. 

Paul was filled with thanksgiving because the desire he had for his life was realized in Christ Jesus.  Paul had a desire to be decorated in Gods life and the fruit of Gods life, and Paul saw in Christ Jesus that God is come to wrap Paul in His life free from his works.  

Let us rejoice in the Lord.  When we think of what it is that can satisfy our desire for life.  Let our minds be flooded with Christ and what God has done in Christ to braid us together with Himself and His incorruptible life.  

Let us not think the power unto a good life is found in if we can be thankful.  But let us instead think of the good life God has provided for us in Christ because that will flood our hearts with thanksgiving.  Let us be more mindful of Christ and the life God has served us with in him than we are of the world and the strength that is in the world to attain to life.  

