You know the book of proverbs says a wise man loves correction ....

Talk about gathering in Northern Ireland when prayed to be chastened ....

The chastening of the Lord has been presented as if its about God being dissatisfied with us.  That God is angry with us over our behavior.  He finds fault with us over something we’ve done and He’s angry about it so He comes to correct us, to make us get in line, so He can be happy with us again. 

And not only that but its been taught as if it were punitive.  As if the way God disciplines us is by afflicting us with some punishment.  If we encounter some kind of plague or calamity or tribulation its seen as the chastening of the Lord.  As if these hard times are the Lord’s rod of correction.  

Hebrews 12:9-10 says

Heb 12:9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?
Heb 12:10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but God for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

Explain context of chastening in letter to the hebrews 

The context of the chastening in the letter to the hebrews is these hebrews were continuing in the works of the law for sanctification.  They thought the way to be cleansed from death was through the rituals in the old covenant.  They thought the way to be perfected from sin and inherit the promise of the kingdom was through the temple service.  They were performing animal sacrifices; and ritual cleansings and such.  

The author of hebrews chastened the hebrews with the good news that Jesus is the once for all time sacrifice for sin, and its on account of his blood being shed that we are perfected from death once for all time.  

Hebrews says our earthly parents corrected us for their pleasure but God corrects us for our own profit.  

Listen God bless our parents but you know sometimes they corrected us, and disciplined us for their own benefit.  Sometimes we wore them down with our shenanigans.  Sometimes our behavior made them uncomfortable.  Maybe they were exhausted and our behavior was aggravating them.  Maybe our disobedience frustrated them.  Or they were fearful for our lives or embarrassed by something we did and they corrected us from that foundation.  

God never corrects us for His own benefit.  He doesnt correct us to bring Himself comfort from our bad behavior.  He is never embarrassed by what we might say or do.  His correction is never for selfish reasons.  It’s not about Him being frustrated with our behavior or being frustrated with our disobedience. 

The Lord’s discipline isn’t punitive.  It doesn’t involve Him punishing us.  He doesnt teach us that way.  He doesnt punish us with sickness or disease or calamity or hard times to teach us something.  

The Lords discipline is all about restoration.  It’s about restoring us, and not in the sense of us being restored to His good graces.  But restored to the fruit of the Spirit.  God is after restoring people to a state of rest, where they are partaking in His peace and His love and His joy.

When Paul corrected the Corinthians they thought he was angry with them.  But Paul writes back to them in 2nd Corinthians 1 and says he was never angry with them.  Neither was he wanting to Lord it over their faith.  He says his only desire in correcting them was to help them in their joy.  He says his only interest was that their joy be made full.  

The foundation from which God corrects us is He wants to help us along in the way of experiencing His joy.  He wants us to be partakers with Him in His joy so we can rejoice together.  

He isn’t trying to Lord it over your faith.  He doesnt correct to Lord it over us.  He isnt wanting to control us or manipulate us.  He isn’t like a child who takes their ball home if the game isn’t played the way they want it to be played.  

He sees the faith He has in His heart on account of His eternal life gives birth to joy.  He says to Himself this joy is no nice I would like it if they could taste it with me.  So He comes to fill our hearts with His faith.  

God doesnt deal with us according to our flesh.  He doesnt correct our flesh.  He doesnt make demands of us that are based on our flesh or the fruit in our lives.  He doesnt speak to what is manifesting in our lives but rather he speaks to the belief in our hearts.  

Verse about the rod of correction 

Pro 13:24  He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes. 
Pro 22:15  Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. 
Pro 23:13  Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die.
Pro 23:14  Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.

We want to read these verses in the context of the book of proverbs and what the book of proverbs is about.  

I don’t know if we’ve thought about it but you can’t save your child from death by giving them a spanking.  Neither can you deliver their soul from hell with a spanking.  

The book of proverbs was written by Solomon.  It began with a Father and mother teaching their son that the truth about God is He is full of grace.  It begins with a father and mother teaching their son to take heed and be diligent to their teaching and instruction.  

They were teaching their son that God was full of lovingkindness towards him and that his life would prosper in the hands of Gods grace.  

They tell him to wear the word of God’s grace around his neck so it can keep his heart from the wisdom of the world .... for out of the heart flow the issues of life......  the correction would pertain to the belief of the heart.  

Rod of correction does not speak of punishment.  It speaks of teaching and instruction.  The rod of correction speaks of the teaching of the Father and the instruction of the mother from the beginning of the book of proverbs... and the intent was for the child’s heart to be established in grace.  

Do not spare your child the teaching and instruction concerning the grace of God.  Do not withhold from them the instruction that the systems of the world cannot serve them with the life they long for.   

Example of parents in Deuteronomy told to teach their children they were fruitful not by strength of their own hand but by the strength of Gods hand.  

Now if you read in Isaiah 11.... it describes Jesus as the rod of correction. 

Isa 11:1  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:
Isa 11:2  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;
Isa 11:3  And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:
Isa 11:4  But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

Our understanding was darkened by the death that entered the earth through Adam.  Death gave birth to the carnal mind in us.  And it left us living as if we were orphans in the earth, without someone to Father our lives.  We were living as if we were left to nurture ourselves unto life; left to carry the weight of comforting ourselves and providing ourselves with peace and love and joy.  

God saw the fear of death was tormenting us.  He saw the death in the earth is beating us and bruising us.  He saw the sorrow it was filling us with.  He saw we were brokenhearted.  So He wanted to help us in our joy.  He wanted to help us along the way to experiencing His joy.  

He comes to us with Jesus, the rod of His correction.  He comes to correct the belief in our hearts.   He teaches us we are not orphans left in the earth.  He reveals Himself as our Father.  He reveals it is His good pleasure to Father our lives by raising Jesus, as the Son of man, from the dead ...... He teaches us at the cross the systems of the world cannot father a life for us.  He reveals that the world cannot provide us with the life and the safety we desire.  He does all this to heal our broken hearts and make our joy full.  

Example of correction:  Adam thinking he must cloth himself.  The lambskin God clothed Adam in was the rod of correction.  God chastened Adam with the lamb.

Example of woman caught in act of adultery

This woman was living as if she had to carry the burden of her own life.  She was living as if she was left to comfort herself, and gather peace to herself.  Now because of that she was fornicating with her flesh.  She was committing adultery on God because her intimacy was with her own works instead of the work of God.  

Jesus is there with her.  Jesus is the rod of correction.  But notice he didnt correct her behavior.  Jesus didn’t see her behavior as the problem.  He didn’t see the fruit manifesting in her life as the thing to address.  He saw the belief in her heart was in need of correction.  So .... What he did is He revealed the goodness of God towards her.  He revealed God was with her to comfort her from her affliction.  He revealed God was with her to Father her life by removing the sentence of death that was hanging over her, and sending away the accusations that stood against her.  He was correcting the belief in her heart that she had to carry the burden of caring for her own life by revealing God was with her to be a Father to her and to care for her life.  

Go and sin no more is speaking of the belief in the heart.  Go and no longer live as if you are an orphan without someone to Father your life.  
