Today we are going to look at how we are set free from the power of sin in our lives, and what shapes our lives with eternal life in the here and now.  

How can we see ourselves come under the power of God’s life instead of the power of sin.  What will make us free from the power of sin to bring forth its fruit in our lives.  

We all want to be free from the power of sin.  We all want to see our lives shaped by the fruit of eternal life.  But, how’s that work.  How can we see our lives taken captive by God and His eternal life instead of taken captive by sin.  We all want to be servants to righteousness instead of slaves to sin, but how we gonna see that work itself out in us.  

because the church hasn’t really understood what gave sin its power its power in the first place, we haven’t really understood what God has done through Christ to deliver us from the power of sin.  We have been trying to deliver ourselves through a bunch of rules set up around touch not, taste not, handle not.  

But, in Colossians 2 Paul said implementing a system for sin management built around touch not, taste not, handle not is of no power to satisfy your flesh.  He said you cannot overcome the power of sin through external commandments because they are of no power to deal with the lust of the flesh.  He said trying to live by external commandments has an appearance of wisdom.  It is the way that seems right to man but it is powerless to cause the flesh to rest from its works.  

Example of no power to the satisfying of the flesh.  Eulalie and food
 
Its like with my little dog Eulalie.  She has a lust for all things food.  Man when there is food around she puts her game face on.  She’s all business.   It doesnt matter how much I feed her.  No amount of food or treats I give her can satisfy her.  

It’s the same way with the flesh.  It doesnt matter how many systems of touch not, taste not, handle not we put in place to follow.  They’re all useless because none of those things can give the flesh what it wants, so they are powerless to put the flesh to rest

Your flesh wants to live and not die, thats why Jesus flesh sweat blood when he knew he would be crucified soon.  It’s not evil for the flesh to want to live, but it is evil for the flesh to try and justify itself with life.  You cant bring quietness to the flesh by calling upon the flesh to justify itself through the performing of external ordinances like touch not, taste not, handle not.  

Touch not, taste not, handle not.  Or any external ordinance is of no power to overcome sin in the flesh.  If it could overcome sin in the flesh there would have been no need for Jesus to come or for there to be a physical resurrection.  

Sin in the flesh is that my body is dying because of sin, and this makes my flesh lust after life.  The only way you can overcome sin in the flesh, and its power to bring forth lust in people is if the flesh that is dying can behold the promise of its glorification in the resurrection of Jesus.  The only way the power of sin can be destroyed in a persons life is if the person who is perishing can see that death and tribulation they are experiencing as being overcome and conquered in the resurrection of Jesus.  

Rom 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  Walk in the newness of having life.  The life I live now in the flesh I live knowing that I have eternal life.  I have all things that pertain to life and godlikeness.  I come behind in no good thing.
Rom 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
Rom 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Rom 6:7  For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Rom 6:8  Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
Rom 6:9  Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.
Rom 6:10  For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  In that He is alive he is alive to God.  He is braided together with God and eternal life, not sin and death.
Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom 6:12  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Rom 6:13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Rom 6:15  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.
Rom 6:16  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
Rom 6:17  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
Rom 6:18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

Paul isnt saying now that we are saved we must clean ourselves up from our sin.  Paul is describing how eternal life works itself out in us, and how we are set free from a life shaped by the works of the flesh.  He is giving a detailed explanation of walking in the Spirit; and walking after the flesh.  He is describing what will cause you to walk after the flesh; and what will cause you to walk after the Spirit. 

He is explaining how what God has done in Christ Jesus destroys the power sin had over our lives so we can experience the power of the resurrection, and the fruit that manifests in our lives is the fruit of eternal life instead of all the fruit in our life being the fruit of death.  

Paul is describing the dynamic that causes a person to come under the power of sin and their members taken captive to iniquity and the works of the flesh.  And what causes a person to come under the power of eternal life and their members taken captive to righteousness and the fruit of the Spirit.  

Paul uses the word slave and servant here to demonstrate that we come under the power of something here.  Our members are taken captive.  It’s not like we have a choice in the matter.  Servants and slaves dont have a choice in what they are doing.  They are captives.  They are under the power of something or someone.  Their steps are ordered by another.  

Example of taken captive 

Nebuchadnezzar being taken captive and coming under the power of sin.  He didn’t have a choice in what he was doing.  He came under the power of dog.  He didn’t make a choice to eat the grass.  He didn’t make a choice to sleep in the forest, etc.  He was taken captive by the spirit of dog.  

Whatever it is we present ourselves too we are going to be taken captive by that thing.  Whether we present ourselves unto sin our members will be taken captive to the works of the flesh.  Or if we present ourselves to God our members will be taken captive to the fruit of the Spirit. 

Paul says consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God so you no longer present yourselves to sin but instead you present yourselves to God.  And he says the way you are going to do that is through believing on Christ Jesus.  

How’s that going to work?

Paul said we were baptized into Jesus’ death.  We were joined to Christ Jesus in his death and in his resurrection.  Through Christ Jesus we died unto sin once for all time, never to die again.  And we are braided together with God and His eternal life.  Through Christ Jesus we are divorced from the death that was reigning over us because of sin and we are joined together with the eternal life of God because there is a human being seated in the Godhead at the Father’s right hand.  His name is Jesus.  Through Christ Jesus our lives have been hid with God in Christ from the death and tribulation in the world.  

Then part about sin and how it exerts its power over us

The power sin had over us and in our lives was on account of the death it caused to reign over us.  The way sin reigns in our mortal bodies is by filling our hearts with lust.

Death brings forth a lust for life in us.  It causes us to lust after life through our flesh and this makes us slaves to sin.  It takes our members captive to laboring and toiling for life and the works of the flesh.  

Sin brings forth a lust for life in us through the death it manifests in our flesh and this takes our members captive to laboring and toiling to be justified and have life.  The fruit of trying to work our dying bodies for life is the works of the flesh.  

The wages of sin is death.  The sting of death is laboring & toiling for life.  The fruit of the flesh working for life is the works of the flesh.  

So how do you present your members unto sin?  By continuing as if the death and tribulation in the earth has dominion over you.  

How do you let sin reign in your mortal bodies?  By continuing as if the death and tribulation in the earth still has power over your life.  

If you consider yourself alive to death, if you consider the life you have to be from the world... if you think the world is the father of your life, if you are living in fear of death, as if the tribulation in the world can overcome your life, THAT's going to cause you to present your members to sin... meaning, that's where sin gets it power to take your members captive... through death!

Death is what gives sin it's power to take you captive.
If you see you are dead to death, sin has no power to take you captive.

The way you consider yourself dead to sin is to believe you are dead to death through Christ Jesus.  If sin get its power from death then the way you consider yourself dead to sin is to believe you were crucified with Christ and are dead to the death and tribulation in the earth.

Paul said in verse 7 he that is dead is freed from sin.  Death has no more dominion over them.  

In the same way Paul said death no longer has dominion over Jesus because he was raised from the dead.  Death has no more dominion over us.  Death no longer has a hold of your life.  It no longer has a claim on your life.  Death is no longer reigning over you that you should be taken captive by sin and its lusts to try to attain to life.

Consider yourself dead to death through Christ Jesus never to be able to die again.  You were crucified with Christ, and in that he died unto sin once never to be able to die again.  You died unto sin once in him never to be able to die again.  Death has no more dominion over you.  This world and the death and corruption in this world can not corrupt your life.  You were crucified with Christ to the kind of life that is able to be corrupted by the death and calamity and corruption that is in the world.  You have been baptized into Jesus’ death.  You are dead to the world and the world to you.  You are dead to the life that is at the mercy of the world.  The life you possess now even in this mortal body that is in the world has already overcome the death and corruption and calamity in the world.  The life you possess now in your mortal body is not subject to the death and decay that is in the world.  It cannot be corrupted by tribulation.  The death that is in the world cant take from you.  It cant steal from you.  It cant keep you from anything.  The death thats in the world cant cause you to come behind in some good thing.  It cant take away from your stature and the glory God has ascribed to you in Christ.  

Example of the terminator who arms and limbs would grow back.  Even should we take a blow from the tribulation and death in the world.  Just like the terminator limbs and heads and everything would grow back.  The life you have in Christ swallows up all those blows to the place where it’s a of it never happened.  

We were baptized into the death of Jesus so that the body of sin might be destroyed.  Sin was reigning in our mortal bodies, bringing forth its fruit in us through death reigning over us.  The old man is the man who was dying and was taken captive by his lust for life.  The old man was crucified with Christ that the body of death sin clothed us in might be destroyed, and we would no longer be taken captive by sin and its lusts for life.  

the more a person hears about what God did to conquer death... the more they are going to start thinking... "I've been crucified with Christ and raised up with him”!

That's going to put off the old man... how?
The old man is the man who was dying... and because he was dying, he was trying to get life... well when you hear you've been raised up from death, never to die again ... you no longer think that you are a dying man .... but you are going to think "I'm a man that's alive!"  You’ll begin walking in newness of life.   Sin will lose its power to bring forth its fruit in your life, and you will no longer be a slave to sin, taken captive by its lusts.

Rom 6:13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

The way you yield yourself to God; the way you present your members to God is  by considering yourself alive to God.  It is to believe you have been raised from the dead through Christ Jesus never to be able to die again.  

What does it mean to be alive to God.  

Alive to God is not like the cliche we have where when someone is angry with someone else they say “you are dead to me” in the sense of I am angry with you and so I’m disowning you.  The way Kevin O’Leary from shark tank tells everyone that rejects his offer.  

We were never dead to God in the sense of Him being angry with us or disowning us.  We were only dead to God in the sense we were not partaking in Gods life and death was reigning over us.  

Considering yourself alive to God means to see that You were raised up with Christ, and are braided together with God and His eternal life!  So You HAVE eternal life...  You HAVE an incorruptible life...  and as You walk in the newness of having an incorruptible life, You are presenting your members to God, because You are considering yourself alive to His eternal life.  

The way you present yourselves to God is to believe you have eternal life through Christ Jesus.  Yielding yourselves to God simply means to believe you have been braided together with God and His eternal, incorruptible life through Christ Jesus.  

When you consider yourself as one who is alive from the dead never to be able to die again unto sin..  when you consider yourself alive to eternal life... THAT TAKES YOUR MEMBERS CAPTIVE!  It starts bringing forth love and peace and joy and all kinds of fruit of the Spirit.

When you see you are braided together with God and His eternal life.  That the life you possess now even in this mortal body has been born from the incorruptible life and flesh of Jesus seated at the right hand of God.  That the life you have now has overcome the tribulation in the world.  Your members will be taken captive to the life of GOD!  It’s no longer death that is reigning over you its eternal life that is reigning over you.  AND the fruit of HIS LIFE is going to COME. OUT. OF. You!  

