Deconstructing Sowing and Reaping:

Still trying to use the law to build the church through a carnal rendering of sowing & reaping & tithing system of I give some money to get money.  Trying to supply the church with nutrients from the works of man's hands instead of from the head of the church, which is Christ.

No different than Egyptians building their cities by putting the Hebrews in bondage.

2nd Corinthians 8-9  Paul defines giving & how it works, or how it is brought forth in these 2 chapters

2nd Cor 8:1-8  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.  Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.  Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.  I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.

In order to properly understand what Paul was teaching in 2nd Corinthians 9 when he speaks of sowing & reaping you must first determine what his purpose was in writing to the Corinthians concerning giving & what he hoped to accomplish in writing to the Corinthians about giving to the poor saints in Jerusalem.  The beginning of 2nd Cor 8 can give us clarity when trying to understand what Paul was trying to accomplish when he wrote to the Corinthians about giving to the poor church in Jerusalem, & it had nothing to do with the teaching or establishing of some doctrine, or supposed kingdom principle that says if you sow some money you gain access to the favor of God in the area of finances & will reap some money.

Explain manner in which Macedonians gave:  

The grace of God worked in them a desire to give & the ability to perform their desire to give(2nd Cor 8:5)

In the midst of a great trial of affliction & their deep poverty the grace of God abounded towards them giving birth to a belief in their heart that they had all sufficiency; it gave birth to contentment in their heart.  & out of this sufficiency they had it brought forth joy at the opportunity to give to the poor saints in Jerusalem.  & their joy to give, which was the result of a heart filled with all sufficiency abounded to their generosity.

Paul starts off by wanting to make known to the corinthians how that the church at Macedonia even in the midst of their great trial of affliction & deep poverty were strengthened by the grace of God unto a heart filled with all sufficiency & this brought forth a calm delight & contentment in their heart that told them they lacked nothing in Jesus.  & from this sufficiency in their heart they were able to feel joy & cheerfulness at the thought of giving unto the poor saints & it abounded unto the riches of their generosity.  

& that their giving was not the result of their own strength which would be decided by what they lacked or what they needed; or the affliction they were in; not being decided by the pressure or stress of their situation but being able to give from a heart of generosity, or a heart that is filled with their abundance in Christ.  

Explain ability behind Macedonians giving: not by law; by grace.

by grace/strength of God & not own ability.  Not by compulsion, or exhortation to give.  Not because they were taught some kingdom principle of sowing & reaping.  Not by promise of reaping 100 fold if they sowed some money.  Paul was not in Macedonia to take up an offering.  The Macedonians were in as much affliction & poverty as the church in Jerusalem.  Paul was encouraged & excited about the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ at work in the Corinthians & was sharing with the Macedonians in order they might also be encouraged & excited.  The Macedonians were in a great trial of affliction & deep poverty so Paul was seeking to encourage them & put hope before their eyes in order they stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ had made them free & not be tempted to return to the yoke of bondage because of their great trial of affliction & deep poverty.  

Explain joy to give:

joy at prospect of giving and strength to give was the result of grace abounding towards Macedonians & giving them belief they had all sufficiency, which abounded in the riches of their generosity.  They had a mind at ease & at rest with their lot, that was independent of their external circumstances & from this place they were able to give cheerfully.

The joy at the heart of their giving which was a result of the grace of God abounding in the Macedonians would be the equivalent of Paul saying to the Corinthians in 9:8 " & God is able to make all grace abound toward you that you having all sufficiency in all things may abound to every good work.

Define Sufficiency:  a perfect condition of life in which no aid or support is needed; sufficiency of the necessities of life; a mind contented with its lot, contentment.  Comes from root word meaning sufficient for one's self, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support; independent of external circumstances; contented with one's lot, with one's means, though the slenderest

The joy the Macedonians felt at the thought of giving was the result of the grace of God causing all sufficiency to be born in their heart.  Grace caused them to have all sufficiency, or a belief they had a perfect condition of life in which no aid or support is needed; that they had sufficiency of the necessities of life; a mind contented with its lot, contentment.  The grace that abounded to these Macedonians caused a belief to dwell in their heart that said they had all sufficiency, or what they had was sufficient for one's self, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support.  This sufficiency the grace of God caused them to feel in their heart was independent of external circumstances.  So this sufficiency that was a result of the grace of God abounding towards them caused them to be able have joy at the thought of giving & abound to every good work when they had the opportunity.  

Important to note this grace that abounded towards the Macedonians was not talking about them getting some money or possessions to give, but a strengthening in the inner man, or their heart, in order to understand 2nd Cor 9:8 correctly.

Liberality:  not self seeking, openness of heart manifesting itself by generosity

If Paul was trying to teach carnal sowing & reaping principle with these verses, whereby we sow some money to get some money, wouldn't he have delivered that message to the Macedonians as a way to gain money & material possessions seeing they were in deep poverty?

Explain purpose of Paul writing to Corinthians about giving:

to wit:  make known to you.  

Verses 6-7  Paul wanted to make known to the Corinthians the grace of God the church of Macedonia was supplied with; endued with.  In order that this same grace that was at work in the Macedonians could be at work in them.  So that the heart & freedom behind the Macedonians gift could also be the heart & freedom behind the Corinthians gift.  

Paul wanted the performing of the gift they already desired to give to be of the grace/strength of God & not the strength of the flesh; not by their willpower.

Purpose of Paul writing to Corinthians is so the same grace at work in the Macedonians could be at work in the Corinthians giving.  Paul desired that the grace He saw at work in the Macedonians that filled them with joy at the prospect of giving & strengthened them to abound to every good work by supplying them with all sufficiency(define sufficiency) would also be at work in the Corinthians; he desired this same grace to be the foundation from where the Corinthians gave their gift to the poor Saints in Jerusalem.  

Explain how this grace was able to manifest in the macedonians.  Not asked to give; not told if they will sow some money they will reap some money.  Weren't told it is their responsibility to give, etc...  But, 1st gave themselves unto The Lord by believing on Jesus as the only voice about their life.

2nd Cor 9:1-2 

Concerning your gift to the saints it is very important that I write to you because I know your zeal & eagerness; readiness of mind to give a gift to the saints 

2nd Cor 9:3-4

2nd Cor 9:5

Explains why Paul wrote to Corinthians concerning giving:

Wanted giving to be of the grace/strength of God & not the strength of the flesh 

Wanted their gift to be as a matter of bounty: liberality; generosity born from heart filled with all sufficiency; voluntary offering 

not as covetousness; an insistent or pressing demand.  Where you do not feel you have a choice, or the chance to purpose in your own heart to give & how much to give.

bounty: bountiful gift
bounty2: generosity
covetousness: grudging obligation; extortion; compulsion, necessity

Not of Covetousness:  Not from desire to give a gift that is greater in quantity; quality, superior, more excellent than Macedonians.  Did not want their giving to be born from the flesh & a desire to justify themselves by the amount they gave; a desire to establish a good report of themselves by the amount they gave.

Nothing to do with some carnal principle of sowing & reaping.  Paul wanted the gift they promised beforehand to be born from a heart of generosity instead of grudging obligation.  He wanted the gift they gave to be the result of the grace/strength of God & not their own strength, or willpower.  Not of their own desire to make a fair showing in the flesh, but of the desire born in their heart & the strength that comes as a result of the grace of God giving them a heart filled with all sufficiency.  

Giving by obligation, compulsion, covetousness, necessity=giving by the strength of the flesh.

Giving cheerfully, full of joy, place of generosity=giving by the grace/strength of God

Paul did not want the Corinthians to be put on the spot unawares when he showed up with the guys from Macedonia & have their opportunity to give from place of all sufficiency taken from them.  

Did not want their giving to be born from compulsion or obligation because that would have made the giving born of the strength of the flesh & not the grace/strength of God, which would produce the feeling of lack; sorrow; grief over giving & act as a hindrance to their generosity.

Example:  If someone comes to the church & says we are taking up an offering & we have heard of your zeal in giving to this cause, & this other group gave this amount, I will no longer be able to purpose in my heart what I want to give & have the gift born from a heart filled with all sufficiency because I will be put on the spot.  I will feel as if I have to give a certain amount in order to live up to my reputation.  I will feel compelled to give so that I can be seen as generous in their eyes, & now I am functioning from place where I am giving to prove I am generous.  I am giving in order to establish a report about my generosity, which makes the gift I give, by the strength of the flesh to do in order to become.  Instead of my gift being one of true generosity that is born from a heart filled with my all sufficiency. 

That your gift would be made from a liberal soul, or from a place of generosity.  The grace of God working in your life to will & to perform that which you desire to do in your heart.  & not from compulsion, or extortion.  Not from a place where you give from your own strength because you feel pressured to give because you were put on the spot & you don't want to be embarrased or ashamed.  Paul does not want the gift they give to be born from compulsion, extortion, of necessity, but that the gift they give be of the grace of God working in them the desire & amount to give & the strength to perform the giving of that gift.  Paul desires that in the same way the macedonians were strengthened by the grace of God to give & so were able to give cheerfully, the Corinthians would also be able to give from a cheerful heart because their giving would also be the result of the grace of God.  

If giving born from necessity, compulsion, obligation, extortion it will be performed by the strength of the flesh.  & if giving is performed by the strength of the flesh then we shall reap from that foundation of giving sorrow, pain, the feeling of loss & lack when we give.

2nd Cor 9:6 

Explains why Paul wanted gift to be one of generosity & not obligation

Sow sparingly:  not talking about amount of money, but heart behind gift given.  Paul equates sowing sparingly to giving from a heart of covetousness; obligation; compulsion; extortion; necessity, not amount of money or possessions given.  Sowing sparingly is to give by the strength of the flesh; to give by your willpower; to give in order to establish a good report about your life, your generosity.  

Sow Sparingly:  He that sows grudgingly from a heart of obligation; compulsion; necessity will from that heart; belief; state of mind reap the sorrow, the pain, the grief, the feeling of lack & loss that one will experience if they give out of necessity & not out of heart filled with all sufficiency.

Has anyone ever experience buyer's remorse?

Example of buyers remorse:  where salesperson compels you to buy something by embellishing the greatness of the product & you buy it.  Not because you purposed in your heart to buy it beforehand, but because you were compelled to buy it because the salesperson caused you to believe it was a necessity; that your quality of life would improve if you only had this item.  & when you buy something because you were compelled to out of necessity, it leads to buyers remorse, or pain, sorrow, grief over what you bought.  

If the bounty is made up out of covetousness you will not from that belief be able to reap joy unto generosity in your giving.  Paul says if your giving is not according to what you have purposed in your own heart, but it is one that is based on compulsion, necessity, extortion you will not be able to reap the fruit of righteousness, which is joy, peace, liberality, contentment in your giving.

Anything done through the strength of the flesh; of my willpower will always produce a feeling of lack.

Example of Pops:  because of his deep poverty it caused him to trust in himself; in his own ability to be his provision.  And even though he was a millionaire for most of his adult life, he still felt as if he lacked because he was trusting in the strength of the flesh

Sow bountifully: not talking about amount of money, but heart behind gift given.  Paul equates sowing bountifully to giving from a heart of generosity.  Sowing bountifully is to give from a cheerful or joyful disposition that can only come by the grace of God abounding towards you, strengthening you unto the belief, or state of mind that you have all sufficiency. 

Sow bountifully:  is giving born from the grace of God; giving born from place of having all sufficiency.  He that gives from heart; position of generosity; of having all sufficiency shall from that heart, position, belief, reap the feeling of joy, cheerfulness, gladness when they give.  & this will abound to an increase in the fruits of their righteousness; this will abound in them having all sufficiency to give unto every good work because they will have a heart & mind at ease with their lot.

2nd Cor 9:7

As you have predetermined in your heart to give, let that make up your gift.  & that way your giving will be done cheerfully because it is grace giving or giving from the platform of contentment that has been brought forth by the grace of God, & not giving brought forth by commandment or your willpower, or some demonic principle of giving to get something from God.  

Not grudgingly:  Not of grief; not as if you were sorry to part with your money; not as if you were constrained to do a thing that was extremely painful to you; with an uneasiness of mind; reflecting on the persons that move you to it, or on the objects moved for.

Or of necessity: of force, being obliged to it by the influence, example, or commands of superiors; or through the powerful motives, or prevailing entreaties of others.  for giving should be according to a person's abilities, freely & liberally.

cheerful giver:  gift given from grace/strength of God & not from the strength of the flesh; your willpower.

I can have an uneasiness of mind if I was not able to decide on my own to give & how much to give.  

As purposes in heart; cheerful giver; giving from belief that you have all sufficiency=Sowing bountifully.  

grudgingly; of necessity= Sowing sparingly

Define necessity:  necessity, imposed either by the circumstances, or by law of duty regarding to one’s advantage, custom, argument; calamity, distress, straits.

Explain what giving from heart of necessity; obligation; compulsion; extortion is:

All the things we have been taught in the past as to the reason why we should give.  Giving from necessity would be giving born from belief in carnal principle of sowing & reaping of money to get money.  If I have to give in order to have access to favor of God in area of money, that is giving of necessity.  Giving born from pastor or leader causing you to feel guilt & shame is giving of necessity.  Giving because we say God cannot bless us unless we give.  Giving from belief it is our responsibility to give to the church are all examples of giving by necessity.  If don't give cant be blessed, will be cursed.  

If I give out of the feeling of necessity, or extortion, or compulsion then my giving is based on my own strength or ability to will myself to give.  My giving then becomes one of commandment instead of grace.  One of the strength of the flesh & not the grace/strength of God.

2nd Cor 9:8-9

And God is able to bring forth this heart in you.  He is able to bring forth the willingness/desire to give & the strength to perform the desire in your heart by causing all grace to abound towards you by revealing Christ in you, & filling your heart with all sufficiency.

Previous verse explains heart & foundation for giving.  & here is how it happens.  You dont bring it forth yourself, God does.  Otherwise right back to trusting in strength of flesh to copy God's life, instead of trusting in grace, strength of God to bring forth His life in you.

Phil 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.  

Explain how he does it, & doesn't do it. 

Doesnt bring forth by giving some carnal commandment to follow; or by holding His provision over our heads; doesn't do it through some word about how we are obligated to give.  God does not bring forth the desire in your heart & the ability to perform the desire in your heart through necessity, obligation, compulsion, extortion.  

Does through preaching of gospel.  By revealing what is true of Christ is true of you.

Grace abound towards you=strengthened in inner man; strengthened in heart with belief; persuasion that I have all sufficiency because gospel reveals Christ in me.

Define sufficiency: not referring to money, because definition says this sufficiency is separate from external circumstances.  We know this not talking about sufficiency that comes from material possessions, or money because Macedonians had this sufficiency & were in deep poverty.  

Sufficiency:  a perfect condition of life in which no aid or support is needed; sufficiency of the necessities of life; a mind contented with its lot, contentment.  Comes from root word meaning sufficient for one's self, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support; independent of external circumstances; contented with one's lot, with one's means, though the slenderest.

What causes you to be able to abound to every good work?  Belief, persuasion that you have all sufficiency in every area.  Where does this persuasion that you have all sufficiency come from?   God causing His grace/strength to abound towards you by presenting you with the faith that says who Christ is, is who I am.  This influences your heart, or strengthens you in the inner man; strengthens your heart with desire & ability to give to every good work through belief; persuasion that you have all sufficiency.  Actually will give birth to feeling of joy & gladness at the opportunity to give.

God is able to make all grace abound toward you in order that you having a mind at ease, or content with what you have would be able to superabound to every good work.  God is able to make all grace abound towards you to bring forth the feeling of all sufficiency; the feeling that I have more than enough; the feeling that I do not lack anything so you can superabound to every good work.  

If I always feel I am in lack, or in want it can be very difficult to abound to every good work.  For you will always find an emotion in your heart working to prevent you from giving what you desire to give because your focus becomes on what you lack, or do not have.  This will always serve to work against giving.

Explains how He causes this grace that gives all sufficiency to abound towards us.

2nd Cor 9:10  Verses 9-10 in parentheses; explains how God is able to make this grace abound towards you.  Defines how generosity is brought forth in hearts of people.  

Explain thing dispersed abroad is His grace/strength through Christ Jesus, not money to give.  

Law given by Moses, but grace & truth came by Jesus Christ

Dispersed abroad is in reference to "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.  

Dispersed abroad seed, which is Christ in order that grace would abound.

Use parable of sower sowing seed to explain dispersed abroad.

Hath given to the poor=has given His strength to them who were weak through the flesh by the preaching of Christ & Him crucified. 

Romans 5:6. For when we were yet without strength Christ died for the ungodly.
 
He makes His grace/strength abound towards us through the preaching of Christ & Him crucified.  By Him sowing seed into our hearts, which is the word of truth contained in Christ & Him crucfified.  

By one man's righteousness grace entered the world; grace reigns through righteousness.

He that supplies seed=He that supplies grace/strength through the message of Christ & Him crucified; by revealing His Son in you.

multiply your seed sown:  seed sown not talking about money, but talking about grace that abounds to you through message of Christ & Him crucfied.  For it refers to seed that God sowed in the earth in order to bring forth His fruit in us.  The seed God sowed in the earth is the word; it is Christ & Him crucified.  God is able to increase the seed you sowed into your heart, which is the word of truth He declared to you in Christ & Him crucified, by increasing the fruits of your righteousness.  

Explain what fruit of righteousness is:  in context of money fruit of my righteousness is contentment; belief I have all sufficiency, which fills me with joy at the thought of giving & strengthens me to give to abound to every good work.  

Explain how church can survive?

Eph 4:11-12    And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  Eph 4:16    From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Rom 12:5-8  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

Simplicity:  not self seeking, openness of heart manifesting itself by generosity






