The reason we rejoice that Jesus was raised from the dead is because we see theres a man who has conquered death.  The thing we want more than anything is for our lives to overcome the death and the weakness and the tribulation in the world.  And in Jesus we see theres a human being who has gotten it right to come out of the grave.  And he didnt just come out of the grave.  He came out of the grave in glorified immortal flesh that can never be subject to death or weakness again.  

Jesus died the death that tormented us all.  I mean he was really dead.  Sin had its perfect work in his body.  Sin nailed him to the tree.  The blood ran out of his body.  He was in the tomb for three days.  He was dead, dead.  

And then this same man Jesus who was really dead was made alive.  Not only was He made alive but we have great certainty that the same be true for us because we see it wasnt by his own goodness or strength that He was raised.  It was the goodness of the Father and the strength of His Holy Spirit that caused Jesus to conquer the grave.  

And as if that wasn’t already enough to make our joy full.  When the Father raised Jesus from the dead he was no longer clothed in a flesh that was but dust and subject to the elements of the world.  No, no. No.  The Father raised Jesus in a flesh that was glorified with His immortality, and no longer subject to weakness or death.

We rejoice in the resurrection because in Jesus we see theres a life that superabounds over the death thats in the world.  In the man Jesus we see theres a life that has the ability to overcome the sin that got it right to manifest death in our bodies and in the earth.  And not only does such a life exist.  But, there is nothing in the way of us having this life.  Because God is come to manifest this life in us by the power of His might and not the works which we can do.

The resurrected Jesus is Gods testimony to the world that He has condemned death.  

The resurrection of Jesus is about God condemning sin in the flesh.  Its about God putting sin to death by cleansing Jesus’ body from death.  The serpent bit us with death and the resurrection is about God healing us from the wound of the serpents bite.  Its about God cleansing us from the wound of death.  

Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
Rom 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.
Rom 8:3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
Rom 8:4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Condemning sin in the flesh

For the longest time when I read that God condemned sin in the flesh I saw it as God condemned Jesus for my sin.  I saw it as God must condemn someone because He is so angry about my sin and He condemned Jesus instead of condemning me.  

Jesus said the Father condemns no one and has given the power to condemn unto the Son.  Jesus went on to say that He condemns no one.  He said the word that he speaks will reveal whether a person has condemned themselves or not.  He said the word that he speaks will reveal whether a person has judged themselves unworthy of eternal life or not. 

Paul doesn’t say God condemned Jesus for our sin.  What he says is God condemned sin and He used the flesh of Jesus to condemn sin.  Theres a big difference between saying God condemned Jesus for my sin and saying God condemned sin in the flesh through Jesus.  

Now what does it mean to condemn sin?  

Condemning sin in the flesh talks about destroying the wages of sin that manifested in the flesh.  The wages of sin is death.   So to condemn sin in the flesh would be to destroy death in the flesh.  The way you would condemn sin in the flesh is you would take the death that was manifested in the flesh and remove it or destroy its power.  

When Paul says God condemned sin in the flesh through Jesus it means God condemned death in the flesh through Jesus.  It means God destroyed the power of death in the flesh through Jesus.  What Paul is saying is God brought condemnation to death through Jesus. 

Definition of condemn:

When you condemn something you bring destruction to it.  You destroy whatever life or strength or power it has.  The way you bring condemnation to something is you sentence it to death.  You condemn something by serving it with death or by putting it to death. 

Explain the condemnation that came to sin in the flesh of Jesus

God condemned sin in the flesh by putting death to death in the body of Jesus’ resurrection.  When God raised Jesus from the dead having removed death from his flesh He issued a verdict against death.  He sentenced death to death in the resurrection of Jesus.  Death is on death row.  

God sees that what we need is for death to be removed from our flesh and from the earth.  He sees that as the solution to all that ails us.  He sees it is the antidote for the venom of the serpents bite.  He knows if we can see the death that found an opportunity to manifest in our bodies and in the earth condemned to death, then we can be healed from the poison of the asp.  

The power sin had over us to take us from rest, and bring forth its fruit in us was on account of the death it manifested in our flesh.  God said if I can remove death from the flesh.  If mankind can see me come as their friend to destroy the death that is in their flesh.  The power sin has over them through the fear of death will be destroyed.  

God did through Jesus what the law couldn’t do.  

“For what the law couldn’t do, in that it was weak through the flesh God sent His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to do”

Paul says the law could never accomplish what God was after.  The law could never bring about the desire in Gods heart.  

Performing the works of the law could never cleanse mankind from death.  The law could never remove death from the flesh.  It could never cleanse our conscience from the stain of death.  So it could never produce the fruit of Gods life in us.  

It doesnt matter how much the flesh can do.  It doesnt matter how much you can do.  It doesnt matter how holy you can live.  Or how many thou shalts and thou shalt nots you can perform.  It doesnt matter how much good fruit you can bring forth.  Or how good you can get your life to look.   It doesnt matter if you can even perform all the works of the law.  None of those things possesses the power to eradicate sin from your flesh because none of those things can ever remove death from your flesh or make your flesh a partaker of eternal life.

Hebrews says God found fault with the law.  God didn’t find fault with the law because it was contrary to the promise of life.  The reason He found fault with the law is because the works of the law could never heal mankind from death. 

God looked at the law and He said its a nice life when you aren’t stealing and killing.  But, I cant see how those things will be able to heal my people from the wound of death.  Thou shalt’s and thou shalt nots can never declare the death of death to them.  So while those things may be good they are powerless to perfect mans conscience from the fear of death.  

So God sent Jesus to do what the law couldn’t do.  He sent Jesus to heal mankind from the wound of death.  He sent Jesus in the likeness of sinful flesh to take our death into his body so that when God raised him from the dead free from sin never to be able to be touched by death again, mankind could be healed from the wound of death, and our conscience could be cleansed from the death it was stained with.  

God raised Jesus from the dead to perfect us from the wound of death.  He wanted to perfect our conscience from sin by cleansing it from death.  The author of Hebrews says in chapter 2 says we were all our days in bondage through the fear of death.  Cleansing our conscience is about removing fear.

Luke 4:18 says Jesus came to set at liberty them who were bruised.  

Death was bruising us and beating us.  God found fault with death and the way it abused us.  He wanted to comfort us in our affliction.  He wanted to give us His peace.  So He chastised the death that was upon us in the flesh of Jesus when He raised Jesus from the dead.  

Isaiah 53 says it pleased God for Jesus to be bruised   

We know it wasnt the Father who bruised Jesus on the cross because God says in Genesis 3 that Jesus would be bruised by the serpent and the serpents bite.  

God, all of God.  Not just the Father, or the Spirit.  But, Elohim.  The Father, Son, and Spirit desired for Jesus to be bruised by the serpent.  The reason they desired for Jesus to be bruised by the serpent was so that through him taking the serpents bite into his body.  The Father could come and cleanse him from the wound of death by raising him from the dead.  And then everyone who could see what God did to condemn sin in the flesh of Jesus in the resurrection could be healed from the sting of death.  

It was like a trap they set for the serpent.  God even told the serpent how he would crush his head. 

If you look at Numbers the people were bitten by serpents and were perishing.  God told Moses to fashion a bronze serpent.  Bronze speaks of judgment and can be in the sense of condemnation or condemning.  God told Moses to nail that bronze serpent to the pole and everyone who saw the condemnation God brought to the bite of the serpent on that pole would be healed from death.  

God brought a plague to death through the resurrection of Jesus.  He chastised the death that was upon us when He raised Jesus from the dead in a flesh that was free of death.  The reason he did that was to heal us from the bite of the serpent and give us His peace.  

God has sanctified you from death in the resurrection of Jesus. 

Sanctify means to be set apart.  The resurrection of Jesus is about God setting you apart from death and setting you apart unto Himself and His incorruptible life.  

God destroyed your fellowship with death.  He perfected you once for all time from sin by cleansing you from death.  Your intimacy is not with the death you see in the world.  Your intimacy is with God and His incorruptible life.  The life you have from God bruises death with death.

Even though in this world it can look sometimes like we are just lambs, left here to be led away for the slaughter.  God has made us more than conquerors over the death in the world.  He came and condemned the death that was condemning us when He raised Jesus from the dead in a body that was cleansed from death. 

Let your mind be filled with what God has done to make you more than a conqueror over the death and tribulation in the earth.  I pray you are encouraged and you know that you are loved by God!  

Prayer


