There’s a lot we can say about the ministry of Jesus and what it accomplished.  But, ultimately I think the ministry of Jesus was to make God known.  It was about declaring the name of God in the earth.  Jesus came to reveal God to the world so God could be known according to the truth of who He is and what is in His heart towards people.

In John 17 Jesus says to the Father I have declared your name and I will continue to declare it.  In John 14 Jesus said to Philip if you’ve seen me then you’ve seen the Father.  In Johns gospel alone Jesus refers to God as Father 110 times.  

John starts his gospel by saying in the beginning was the word and the word was with God, or face to face with God, and the word was God.  And then John says the word was made flesh.  

What is the word John says became flesh?

The word about God and who and what He is.  The word about whats in Gods heart towards all people and the way He manifests Himself in their lives.  This is the word that John says was made flesh.  And John says this word is a light that shines into the darkness that entered the earth by Adam in order to reveal the truth about God to all people.  

Jesus is the express image of Gods person.  He is the exact representation of who God is and what is in Gods heart for you and your life.  There is no word about God outside of what is seen in Jesus.  Notice John doesnt say this word about God only came to be in the new covenant.  John makes a point to say this word about God that was made flesh in Jesus has been from the beginning.  

John says in chapter 1 of his gospel that no one has seen God except for Jesus.  Jesus has been in the bosom of the Father.  He has been face to face with God from the beginning.  He has seen into the depths of Gods heart and Gods being.  He has come to manifest God in our midst to make God known to us.  He has come to declare God to us so our knowledge of God can be according to the truth.  

John isn’t saying that no one has known God at all or that no one has seen some things about God that are true.  He isn’t saying Moses didnt see things about God that were true or that Abraham didn’t see things about God that were true.  John is saying no one has seen God in the sense of what it means for God to be a Father to mankind.  No one except Jesus has known the heart of God according to the tenderness of what it means to be someone’s Abba or PaPa

Gods heart is beautiful.  There’s a tenderness in Gods heart for you and for your life.   Jesus has come to put that tenderness on display for the entire world to see.  So that in seeing the heart of God we can be intimately acquainted with what it means for God to be a Father to us and we can be put to rest by His love for us. 

Knowing God as Father is not simply to say we have come from God or to say God is our creator.  Knowing God as Father carries with it an understanding of what it means that God has taken it upon Himself to Father His life in you.  Its for your intimacy with God to be born from the knowing that He has taken it upon Himself to serve you with the peace and the love and the joy you need.  

There’s a difference between knowing someone as your biological Father and knowing someone as your dad.  

We see kids who have grown up in a household where someone other than their biological father cared for them and because of that they call that man their dad instead of calling their biological father, dad.  They dont know their biological father as dad.  They know the one who has always cared for their life and protected them from harm as dad. 

In the account of the prodigal son and the good father.  Both the sons knew their father as their biological father but neither of them were intimately acquainted with what it means that He was their dad.  They were both trying to attain to life by their own works.

A dad is someone whose good pleasure is to freely provide life to their children.  Its someone who considers the needs of their children above themselves and their own needs.  Its someone whose good pleasure is to lay down their life for their children.  Its their joy to pour themselves out for their children.  A dad is someone who can only ever be good to you.  Only ever protect you from all that harms you.  They nurture you unto life.  They uphold you and comfort you in times of need and sorrow.  

Joh 17:25  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.
Joh 17:26  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Declaring someone’s name meant to reveal the truth about who someone is.  A persons name spoke to the heart of that person.  It spoke to what was in their heart.  It spoke directly to who and what they are.  

Now listen you don’t come to declare someone’s name to people if the people are already knowing them.  The reason Jesus came to declare the Fathers name is because the people in the world didnt really know Him.  They knew of God but the things they believed about God and the things they attributed to Gods person was not according to knowledge.  

In Ezekiel 36:23 God speaking of the word made flesh says through the prophet Ezekiel there will come a day where He will sanctify His name in the earth, and the reason He needs to sanctify His name is because His name has been blasphemed in the earth.  

Now how was Gods name blasphemed in the earth?

Sin and death blasphemed the name of God in the earth.  Who God is and His heart and intent towards mankind was blasphemed in the earth through the serpent and his system of sin and death.  The serpents system of sin and death  judged the thoughts and intents of Gods hearts towards mankind and towards sinners as evil.  

When death entered the earth through Adam that death began to speak a word.  It began to speak a word to man about God and what is in Gods heart towards them.  It darkened our knowledge of God.  It darkened our understanding about God and the thoughts and intents of His heart towards us.  We began knowing God and defining His heart towards us through the sin and death that was manifesting in our lives and in the earth. 

Sin was bruising us with death.  It was beating us and holding us captive.  It was casting heavy burdens on us and whipping us unto many labors and leaving us for dead on the side of the road.  And we all concluded the death that came upon us was because God was angry with us over our sin.  We saw the calamity that came upon us from sin as having come from God.  We saw the punishment sin was serving us with and we all concluded the punishment that was come upon us was happening because of God and His dissatisfaction with us over our sin. 

In Joh 9:39  Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

Mankind was blind to the truth about God.  We were blind to the tenderness in Gods heart towards us.  There were people in the earth who thought they knew God.  The pharisees and religious leaders of that day thought they knew God when they threw the woman caught in the act of adultery at the feet of Jesus and said Moses says she should be stoned.  But, Jesus called the pharisees blind guides.  

Jesus came into the earth to make a decree about God.  He came into the earth to judge against the word that sin and death declared about God and to bring to light the truth about God so those who were blind might see God for who He really is and find faith towards God born in their hearts.  

Go through the account in John 8-9-10........ 

As we read Johns gospel we want to keep in mind that its about Jesus making God known.  Its about Jesus sanctifying the name of God in the earth.  When we get to chapter 8 and 9 and 10 and 17 and so on.  We want to read the chapters and the verses from the perspective of Jesus sanctifying the name of God.  We want to see them from the perspective of Jesus making straight what had gotten crooked in the hearts of man concerning God.

If we look at the account of the woman caught in adultery in John 8.  It was the last day of the great feast when this happened.  The great feast is the feast of tabernacle.  On the last day of the great feast one of the things the people celebrate is the Torah as the manifestation of God with them.  

It was on this day that the pharisees threw the woman caught in adultery at the feet of Jesus saying Moses says she should be stoned.  The pharisees thought they knew God but their knowledge of God painted Him as the one who condemns people for their sin instead of the one who heals people from their sin.  

When we read in the law that a person caught in the act of adultery should be stoned we took it to mean that God is the one who condemns adulterers to death.  We took it to mean that God is filled with angry retribution towards adulterers.  We took it to mean the sentence of death that hangs over them is on account of the great anger wherewith God is angry with them instead of seeing its sin that condemns them to death and causes the sentence of death to hang over them, not God.

The law given by Moses; the Ten Commandments was never about God condemning people for sin.  The law was never declaring God as the one who condemns for sin.  The law was always God revealing to man that trusting in their own works was condemning them to death and how God would provide Himself a lamb to save His people from the condemnation of death.

Just because God said trusting in the strength of the flesh pays with death does not mean God is the one condemning people to death.   

If my father comes and says to me don’t get to close to the fire it can burn you, and I put my hand in the fire and get burned.  Does that now mean my Father is the one who burned me because he told me not to touch the fire.  Is it my fathers word that caused me to be burned or is it the fire that burned me?  

Its not God that condemns people its sin.  John 3 says Jesus, who is the express image of Gods person, did not come to condemn the world for their sin he came to save the world.  John goes on to say the world was already standing in condemnation before God ever showed up in the person of Jesus because they loved the darkness more than the light.  

In the account of the woman caught in adultery the pharisees knowledge of God told them God condemns this woman to death.  Their knowledge of God told them God accuses sinners and uncovers their nakedness and punishes them because they sinned.  But, Jesus is God standing in their midst.  

Its the finger of Jesus that actually wrote the law.  Jesus stands up in their midst as the word about God and who and what He is and what is in His heart towards sinners.  Jesus stands up in their midst and declares God as Father.  He declares God as the justifier not the accuser.  He declares God as the healer not condemner.  He declares God as the giver of life not the one who punishes with death.  He stands in their midst as the only word about God and removes the accusation and the sentence of death that was hanging over the women’s head.  

Jesus stood in their midst and declared Himself to be the word about God.  Thats why He said He was the light of the world.  The jewish people there all knew the Torah as the word about God and called it the light of the world.  When Jesus declared himself to be the light of the world he was declaring himself to be the word about God.  He was declaring the Father.  He was interpreting the heart of God in the midst of the world so our blindness could be healed and we could see God for who He really is.  

Immediately after the account of the woman caught in adultery in John 9 Jesus and the disciples come upon a blind man and the disciples ask Jesus who sinned that this man was born blind, him or his parents?  

Now this is the same sequence in which Jesus encountered the woman caught in adultery. 

Jesus says whether this man sinned or his parents sinned is not the point.  What’s important here isnt who sinned whats important here is that your eyes be opened to the love that is in the Fathers heart for sinners.  What’s important is that your eyes be opened to the truth that God is the one who heals sinners not the one who punishes sinners. 

Thats why Jesus says its not about this man sinning or his parents sinning but that the works of God be made manifest in him.  Jesus is saying the point of us coming upon this blind man isn’t to discern who sinned its for me to heal him that you might know God for who and what He really is. 

If we keep reading in John 10.  Remember now its the same sequence here.  Its not a different day.  Immediately after Jesus revealed God to be the healer not the punisher.  The justifier not the condemner.  He goes into John 10 and says its the thief that comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  But, I am come that you might have life and have it more abundantly.  

Remember Jesus is God.  Jesus said if you’ve seen me then you’ve seen the Father.  Jesus is saying to the people, you have been thinking God is the one who steals from you and kills you and destroys you because you sinned.  This revelation of God will never lead you to the Father.  But, I am God and here I am in your midst and I am here to give you a life that superabounds over the sin and death thats in the earth so you dont perish.  

Jesus was walking around the earth sanctifying the name of God in the eyes of people.  He was shining a light in the midst our darkness concerning God so that in seeing God for who & what He really is we might call upon His name.  

