Rom 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
Rom 6:2  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Rom 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  Contrasts continuing in sin with walking in newness of life.  
Rom 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  what does it mean to be; walk in the likeness of his resurrection?
Rom 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.(its the body of sin that caused us to be servants of sin).  What is the body of sin?  

The letter to the Romans is one of the most extensive doctrinal books in the bible.  It has been affectionately called the constitution of Christianity.   Paul goes line upon line in laying out the entirety of the gospel.  He explains in great detail the dynamics of the gospel.  What the gospel is.  How the gospel works.  How it manifests the power of God in our lives.  What was the problem for man.  What was causing us to bear fruit unto death and not unto life.  What God has done in Christ to solve the problem.  

One of the reasons the body of Christ is so easily tossed to and fro with many different doctrines is we still struggle to understand what the gospel is about.  We still struggle to understand what the problem was for man and how the gospel solves the problem.  We still struggle to see what it is that made us weak and how the gospel fills us with the power of God. 

Rom 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
Rom 6:2  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

What does it mean to continue in sin? 

The first thing we want to do is understand what it means to continue in sin.  No one wants to continue in sin but how are we going to be able to get that right if we dont even know what it means to continue in sin.  

For so long we’ve thought that sin here is talking about bad behavior.  When we read the word sin we immediately think its talking about the works of the flesh or the fruit that comes forth from sin.  We read the verse as if it were saying shall we continue to do bad things.  Shall we continue to drink, and cuss, and smoke, and chew and run with those who do.  Will we continue to do the bad things we did before we believed on Jesus.  But those things are the fruit of continuing in sin not what Paul is describing when he says shall we continue in sin.  There’s a difference between continuing in sin and the fruit that comes forth from continuing in sin.  

Explain different facets of sin so people can understand better

We have sin, which is a wisdom or logic, that many times is called iniquity in the scriptures.  The scripture says iniquity was found in Satan, and this iniquity was that he corrupted the wisdom he lived by and forsook the river from which he got his beauty and said to himself I will exalt myself by the works of my hands.  

This wisdom/logic manifests death in our bodies causing them to perish, and causing us to miss the mark or to not be partakers of eternal life.  One of the meanings of sin is to miss the mark or to not be partakers of eternal life.  The mark God has for your life is that you would be a partaker with Him in His life and that you would live eternally and not die.  

Now, the death that manifests as a result of iniquity stings our hearts with fear and lack, taking us captive to a life of labors and annoyances and toiling, causing us to try and find life by the sweat of our brow.  Which brings forth the fruit of death or the works of the flesh in us.  Paul said in romans that our flesh and our works do not possess the ability to produce life in us.  In the day we enlist our flesh that is dying to try and bring forth the fruit of life the result will be what we call sin the action, which is the fruit of death or the works of the flesh manifesting in us.  

So what does it mean to continue in sin?  

These verses in chapter 6 are not the beginning of a new thought.  When Paul says shall we continue in sin so that grace may abound he was continuing to build on something from chapter 5.  Paul just said in chapter 5 that death reigned through sin.  He said that sin was causing death to reign over mankind.  Paul also said in 1st Corinthians 15 the sting of death is sin.  It’s the sting of death that causes a person to walk in sin.  

The way we continue in sin is by living as if death is still reigning over us.  It’s by living as if the world is the father of our life and our life is hid in the world instead of hid with God in Christ.  Continuing in sin is to go forward with the life we have now in these mortal bodies as if we still do not have free access to the tree of life.  It’s to live as if the death and tribulation in the earth can steal from you and overcome your life.  It’s to live our lives as if we do not already possess all things needed to have life and godlikeness in Christ.  Continuing in sin is to walk in this world as if we come behind in some good thing we need to be like God and experience His life.  It’s to walk in this world as if our life is at the mercy of the tribulation and corruption in the earth.  It’s to walk in this world as if what happens to us in the world can add or take away one cubit of stature from our lives.  It’s to live believing you are lacking something needed to possess peace, and love, and joy, etc. 

When Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil it manifested death in his body and he was married to death.  The life Adam now possessed in his flesh was earthly.  It was born from the earth.  It wasnt from God.  It wasnt from above.  Paul said in Romans 7 sin found a way to manifest itself in us through death.  So Adam became joined together with death.  His body was perishing and this darkened his understanding about God and himself.  It stung his heart with fear instead of love, and left him filled with labors and annoyances trying to find life by the sweat of his brow.  

Now this didn’t just happen to Adam.  When Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil He established the kingdom of death and darkness in the earth.  By the sin of Adam the kingdom of death and darkness entered into the earth and reigned over the earth and everything in it.  This is what the scriptures call the foundation of the world.  Adam established a country where sin and death was reigning and all of mankind became citizens of that country.  The life everyone was now partaking of was at the mercy of the death and tribulation in the earth.  Everyone was partaking of a life that was subject to moth and rust.  Everyone’s life was made subject to death and corruption and decay.  

Mankind wasnt partaking of eternal life.  Mankind was married to death in Adam.  We no longer had access to the tree of life.  Not because God was angry with us or withholding life from us.  But, because God didnt want mankind to live eternally in a state of death.  

When Paul says shall we continue in sin what he’s saying there is shall we continue as if the work of Adam is still reigning over us.  Shall we continue to live the life we have in these mortal bodies as if we are still standing in the work of Adam.  Shall we continue as if the tribulation in this world can separate us from the life of God.  Shall we continue as if the tribulation in this world can overcome our lives.  Shall we continue as if the death Adam brought into the earth is still reigning over us.  Shall we continue in fear as if we do not have free access to the tree of life.  Shall we continue as if the veil wasnt torn and the cherubims werent moved out of the way.  Are we going to live our lives in this world as if we are still lacking something that is needed to have life and godlikeness?   Are we going to live the lives we have in these mortal bodies as if we are still at the mercy of the death and tribulation in the earth.  Are we going to walk in this earth as if the world is the Father of our lives.  Are we going to continue to live as if we are citizens of a country where death and darkness are reigning over us. 

Now Paul comes and answers the question.  Paul says certainly not?  We see that where the sin of Adam was once causing death to abound over us, the grace of Christ has come and did much more abound.  Giving us free access to the tree of life and eternal life reigning over us.  

We see the just one Jesus.  We see Jesus has come in the likeness of sinful flesh.  We see Jesus has come in a perishable body that was subject to the death and decay in the world to translate us from the kingdom where death was reigning to His kingdom where eternal life reigns.  We see Jesus took the sin and death that was reigning over us upon Himself.  And in the place where he was clothed with our sin and our death he was put to rest by the Father’s love for him.  His trust was in the Father to save him instead of looking to his own strength.  And because He rested in the Father to cloth upon his dying body with life he died unto sin and death as the last Adam; he died unto sin and death as the representative of mankind and through his death divorced mankind from their union to death.  He took the death that was reigning over us into the grave and left it there.  Thus making a way for us to once again have access to the tree of life.  

Remember Adam lost access to the tree of life because he was married to death and God wouldn’t let Adam live eternally in a state of sin and death.  So in order for mankind to be able to eat from the tree of life God had to first divorce us from our union to death.

In Romans 6 Paul is saying how can we continue in sin knowing the old man and the body of sin has been destroyed.  Paul said its the old man and the body of sin that caused us to be servants of sin to begin with.  

What is the body of sin?  

The body of sin is the body sin created.  It’s the body sin gave birth too.  Sin created a dying body.  It gave birth to the body of death.  It clothed mankind in a body that was dying.  

So the body of sin is a body that is dying.  It’s what Paul called the body of death in romans 7 when he said who shall save me from this body of death.  Who shall save me from this body that has death in it. 

Sin built us a body to dwell in.  It built us a house.  You know how they say in sports with great athletes the house that so and so built.  The house that Babe Ruth built.  The house that Drew Brees built.  Well Sin built us a temple that is uninhabitable.  It isnt sustainable.  It cannot sustain life.  The temple sin built us is like full of asbestos and mold, and rust, and moths and termites.  Man we can’t live there.  

Sin made us partakers of a corruptible life.  It gave us a life thats subject to decay.  It gave us a life that cant satisfy our hearts.  The life it gave us comes behind on every front because the life it gave us is subject to the death and tribulation in the earth.  It could never fill our hearts with abundance, or peace, or love, or joy.  It could only ever fill our hearts with fear and lack.   	
Sin built us a body that was dying and the power sin had over us was through our dying bodies.  

The old man is the man who was married to death.  It’s the man whose body was built by sin.  It’s the man who death was reigning over and who did not have access to the tree of life.  

So now what God has done is He has come and destroyed the body of death sin built us and He has built us a body of life in the resurrection of Jesus.  God has come and divorced us from our union to the old man who was separated from life and was perishing so we could be married to the new man whose life cant be touched by the death and tribulation in the earth. 

Because we have been planted in the likeness of Jesus’ death we know we are also planted in the likeness of His resurrection.  So the lives we live now in this world we live knowing we are no longer married to the corruptible body of death sin built us but we are married to the incorruptible body of life God built us when He raised Jesus from the dead.  

Paul said it this way.  We were Crucified with Christ yet we are still living.  The thing that has changed is the life we live now in the flesh we living knowing we are dead to this corruptible body sin built us and we are alive to the incorruptible body God built us when He raised Jesus from the dead.  The life we live now in the flesh we live knowing we are divorced from the old man who was separated from life and was perishing and we are married to the new man whose life can never fade away or be overcome.  The life we live now in the flesh we living knowing death is no longer reigning over us, the eternal life of God is reigning over us.  And this eternal life that is reigning over us will cloth us in an immortal body that is not subject to decay and that can never die again.  

Paul comes and says how shall we who are dead to sin continue therein any longer.  How shall we who are dead to sin continue as if we are alive to it still.

Why would we continue as if death is reigning over us knowing God has destroyed the body of death sin created in the resurrection of Jesus.  

We see that God has destroyed the body of death sin built us and built us a body of life that is incorruptible when He raised Jesus from the dead, and we no longer continue as if the body death built us is the body we will inherit but we continue knowing the body God built us in the resurrection of Jesus is the body we will inherit.  I mean if God raised up a body that can never die unto sin and death again.  If God has come and built us a body that is not subject to the death and decay in the earth.  If God has come and built us a body that can overcome the grave and the tribulation in the earth in the resurrection of Jesus.  Why would we continue to identify with the body of death sin built us and not identify with the body of life God built us?   If the old man who was married to a perishable body is dead and there’s a new man who is now married to an imperishable body; a body that God has built; a body that can’t be torn down by the decay and tribulation in the world.  Why would we continue as if we’re alive to the old man and not the new man?  If the man we are married to possesses a life that can never die unto the sin and death in the world and dwells in a body that can never die why would we live as if we are still married to the man whose body is perishing and whose life is subject to the death and decay in the world. 

I mean everyone knows non perishable is better than perishable.  Even when we take up a food collection we say we want non perishable food items.  I mean if there is perishable and non perishable why would we take up perishable food items when we can take up non perishable food items instead.  

It’s like with my house.  You know when Beckie and I first moved from Colorado to Louisiana, there was a time where we had to live with my parents.  But, the day came where we moved into our own place.  Well, now that Beckie and I have our own place i no longer continue as if I’m still living with my parents.  When I come home from groups and bible studies, and meetings, and church I no longer go to my parents house.  Why?  Because I know I have my own place now and I no longer live with my parents.  Why would I go to their house when I have my own house now?

It’s the same way with what Paul is saying.  Seeing how we are the possessors of eternal life.  Seeing we possess the spirit that will cause us to overcome the grave and will cloth our mortal bodies with immortality let us live the life we now live in the flesh knowing the death in this world no longer has a hold on our lives.  Seeing we have free access to the tree of life because of the righteousness of Jesus let us live the life we have now in these mortal bodies knowing the death and tribulation in this world cant keep us from life.  Let us live knowing the tribulation in this earth is not a word that we are separated from Gods love.  Let us live knowing the tribulation in this earth is not a word that God doesnt love us.  Let us live the life we have now in these mortal bodies knowing we have a certainty of life and immortality manifesting in our whole spirit, souls, and bodies because Christ is dwelling in us and our life is hid in him.  

Sin built us a body and God built us a body.  The way you continue in sin is to live as if you’re married to the body of death sin built.  The way you continue in sin is to live as if death is reigning over you and your separated from what you need to have life.  The way you continue in righteousness is to live knowing God has overcome the body of death sin clothed you in and promised you His life as gift in Christ.  The way you continue in righteousness is you see God has done a righteous thing in conquering sin and death in the flesh of Jesus and you live knowing you’re married to the body of life God built in the resurrection of Jesus.   

End
