Going to talk about marriage the next couple of weeks.

Messages not just for people who are married.  It can really help everyone whether you are already married or you are thinking you might want to be married one day.  And even if you think you don't want to be married at all they can still help you.  

I would say marriage is one of the areas where the law and the carnal mind has really tried to creep in.  The carnal mind has really shaped a lot of our thoughts about marriage, whether we are married or not.  

You don't have to be married for what you believe about marriage to subvert your soul.  

The worlds idea of marriage is that we will find someone who will fulfill our lives and fill all the empty places in our hearts.  That we will find someone who will meet our needs and satisfy the void we have felt in our hearts.  

The world says the way to live happily ever after is to find this person and get married.  That the end goal in this life is to find someone to be married to and if we can find someone then that is the key to be able to live happily ever after.   As if the key to being made whole or complete is found in being married.  

But, the only way to live happily ever after is to know the one who has known you from before you were created and has loved you with an everlasting love.

God is everyone's Prince Charming.  

The world can see that there is such a thing as happily ever after and Prince Charming.  But it teaches us those things are found in another person.  

You can never be justified; or made whole; or made complete through another person.  You can never be strengthened in your heart with the belief that you are as you ought to be through another person. 

Marriage was never intended to make you whole.  It is a sign pointing to the only thing that can cause anyone to live happily ever after, which is to know God.  Jesus said in John 17 eternal life is found in knowing God. 

Doesn't mean we can't fall in love with someone and share our lives with someone and find great joy in being with them.   But, being married doesn't make anyone more or less blessed than someone who is not married.  

Wives and Husbands

Eph 5:20  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;
Eph 5:21  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.
Eph 5:22  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
Eph 5:23  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Eph 5:24  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
Eph 5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,
Eph 5:27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
Eph 5:28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
Eph 5:29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:
Eph 5:30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
Eph 5:31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
Eph 5:32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
Eph 5:33  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

We look at this and see it as Paul giving a commandment for husbands to love their wives and for wives to submit to their husbands in the sense of him giving an order that must be performed.  

But, a commandment really speaks of a teaching and instruction.  Paul is not giving an order here.  He is teaching about what will give birth to the love of God in our marriages.  He is teaching about how we can see the love that Jesus walked in born in our marriages.

He is explaining how we can find each other submitting to one another.  He is teaching how it will happen and what it will look like.

He is teaching about the manner in which God brings these things forth in us.  He is describing the manner in which God causes husbands and wives to be able to walk in love towards one another in the same way Christ loves us. 

If you look at the beginning of chapter 5 Paul says to walk in love, AS Christ also has loved us, and has given himself as an offering for us.  So Paul is continuing that thought in these verses concerning husbands and wives.  

"Walk in love, As Christ also has loved us"

Notice the "As Christ loved us".  

There is a way in which love manifested in Jesus.  There is something that gave birth to the love of God in Jesus.  Paul is teaching about how that same thing can be born in husbands and wives.  He is teaching about how husbands and wives can be immersed in the love of God just like Jesus was.  

Jesus didn't love people because it was the right thing to do.  There was a truth that dwelled in his heart that took his members captive and animated his entire being with the love of God.  

In the day we want to walk in love we don't focus on producing the fruit, we set our eyes on the truth that is full of power to produce the fruit on our behalf.  

We tend to focus on the action or the fruit that is produced instead of the way in which the fruit is produced or the thing that produces the fruit.  And because of that  we miss the power of what is being said here completely and we go off trying to bring forth these things through our desire to get it right.   Commit your desire to God and His ability.

But James said in chapter 1 of his letter that the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  The word wrath there means desire, passion, lust.  The desire or passion or lust of man to produce the love of God can never produce the love of God in our lives.  Only God can give birth to His love in us.  Adam had a desire to produce the love of God but despite his best efforts to produce the love of God he never could and he was still naked.  

Let's say there is an apple tree with apples that have grown on it.  And we say as that apple tree has produced apples likewise go and produce apples.  

Now when we think about how to bring forth apples we wont think of how we must bring forth apples in and of ourselves we will think about the way in which the apple tree was able to grow there.  We will think about the seed that causes an apple tree to grow. 

It is the same with seeing the fruit of love in Jesus towards people.  There was a seed that dwelled in the heart of Jesus that produced the love of God in him.  If we want our lives to be shaped with that same love we don't set our eyes upon the fruit we set our eyes on the seed that produces the fruit.  

How was it that Jesus loved....  

Jesus loved people because he set his eyes on the Father and the Father's Word about who He was, and the life he had in the Father in order to be justified instead of looking to the word in the world about who he was and his life to be justified.  He dwelled in the beauty of the Father's thoughts and intentions towards him and all people. 

Jesus said in John 15 that he abided in the Father's love by abiding in the Father's word.  

There is a testimony the Father gave Jesus....
 He came and told Jesus "You are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased".  When I look upon you I lose my breath because of the beauty I behold in you.  You are the apple of my eye; my face shines in adoration at the thought of you.  The report of your life is not found in the world or in what people say and do to you it is found in Me and My word about you.  Your ability to find life is not found in the flesh it is found in Me and My Spirit.  

The life you possess even in that mortal body is from me and is not subject to the death and corruption in the world.  I promise I will never hide my face from you I will not allow the death in the world to conquer you but I will hold your hand and strengthen you to rest in me and cause you to conquer the death and corruption in the world.  I will exalt you and cloth you in glory and honor and seat you at my right hand.  I will establish your life and the truth about your life and it will never be able to be corrupted.  

Jesus abided in the Father's word to him.  He yielded his heart to the Father's word to him.  He submitted the belief in his heart to the beauty of the Father's thoughts and intentions towards him.  

The Father's Word dwelled in his heart like a seed and took his members captive and animated his entire being with the love of God and caused him to walk in love towards all people.  

Eph 5:21  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

The focus of this verse is the fear of God and the result of the fear of God is that husbands and wives will submit to one another.  

Not supposed to look at it as to submit to husband or wife.  We think this will happen by trying to submit to one another.  No no no. 

Husbands and wives cannot walk in love towards one another or submit to one another by trying to submit to each another

Submitting to each through the fear of God.

The way we find ourselves walking in love towards one another and submitting to one another is through the fear of God.  

Explain the fear of God

The fear of God does not mean to be scared of God.  The fear of God just means to submit to God.  It means to believe what God believes.  It means to submit yourself to what God has spoken over you in Christ; the same word the Father came and spoke over Jesus that Jesus yielded his heart too.

Jesus walked in the fear of God.  Which just means he submitted himself to the Father's Word about him and his life.  He revered; he esteemed the Father's Word about him and his life as the truth.  He dwelled in the beauty of the Father's thoughts and intentions towards him.  And this caused him to walk in love towards us and submit himself to us. 

The way we will find ourselves submitting to one another is by submitting ourselves to God.

Wives submit to their husbands not by thinking you must submit to your husband.  But, in yielding yourself to the word God has spoken over your life in Christ you will receive strength to yield yourself fully to your husband.  

Husbands love their wives as Christ loves the church not by thinking you must love your wife the way Christ loved the church.  But, in yielding your heart to the word God has spoken over your life in Christ you will receive strength to love your wife the way Christ loves the church.

Where***** What Paul is saying here is seek to be fulfilled; seek to be complete through God and the word He has spoken over your life in Christ and that will bring forth something in the husbands where you will love your wife as Christ loved the church.  It will bring forth something in the wives where they will submit themselves to their husbands and his love for them. 

How do we submit unto God? 

We see that God is the only one who can fulfill us and complete us not our spouses.  And we look to God and what He has said and done in Christ to satisfy our hearts instead of looking to our spouses to satisfy our hearts.  

We seek to be justified and filled full by the Word God has spoken in Christ.  We look to be whole and complete through the word God has spoken in Christ.  
 Submit yourself unto the Lord does not mean that you must lay down your life.  Or that now God gives you a bunch of works to perform & you go perform them.  It's not talking about God has some ministry for you to do and now you must submit yourself to the Lord by performing them.  
 Submit yourselves to the Lord is to see that He cares for you and your life in ways you cannot even imagine.  It is to see that His mind is always filled full with you and caring for your life.  And because of this your heart goes to rest in Him and trusts Him with your life; you trust Him to establish and preserve your life.  You trust Him to establish and preserve a good report about you and your life.  

You hear the Father's voice about you and your life through Jesus.  

 "You hear Him say to you that you are His beloved Son or Daughter.  You hear Him say When I look upon you I lose my breath because of the beauty I behold you.  You are the apple of my eye; my face shines in adoration at the thought of you.  Your ability to have life is not found in the flesh or in this world it is of Me and My Spirit.  

The report of your life is not found in the world or in what people say and do to you it is found in Me and My word about you.  The life you possess even in that mortal body is from me and is not subject to the death and corruption in the world.  I promise I will never hide my face from you.  I will not allow the death in the world to conquer you but I will hold your hand and strengthen you to rest in me and cause you to conquer the death and corruption in the world.  I will cloth you in glory and honor and seat you at my right hand.  I will establish your life and a truth about your life that can never be corrupted.  

And You walk in reverence to that word.  You esteem His word to you as the truth. You yield your heart to be influenced by His word about you and your life.  You dwell in the beauty of His thoughts and intentions towards you.  

And just as it did with Jesus His Word becomes like a seed dwelling in your heart.  That will take your members captive and animate your entire being with the love of God.  And cause husbands to walk in love towards their wives and wives to walk in love towards their husbands.  It will cause husbands and wives to submit to one another.  Glory to God!

One of the biggest stumbling blocks to husbands and wives being able to enjoy the beauty of each other and to see the love of God born in their marriages is for them to try and be justified in one another and made whole and complete through one another.  

One of the biggest stumbling blocks is for the man & the woman to come together in marriage with the idea that the other one will fulfill them or complete them.  

We have a romanticized view of marriage that has come from the wisdom of the world where we are looking to a spouse to be made complete and to feel whole.

Like Jerry maguire movie big tear jerker you complete me.  

Quote what it says ....

Pulls on emotions & we think it pulls on emotions because we need a spouse to complete us.  Pulls on our emotions because we are made to be complete in God and we can feel something in our hearts that we are made to be complete by something.  It pulls on our hearts because we all desire to hear someone say that to us.  But, the one we are desiring in our hearts to say that to us is God. 

If we look to our spouses for evidence that we are as we ought to be instead of looking to God and what He has said about us in Christ.  It puts a burden on our lovers that they were never created to carry. 

It will crush them and give birth to the fruit of death in our relationships.  It will fill the husband and the wife with bitterness.  The one carrying the burden of making the other one happy will eventually become resentful because despite their best efforts they will never be able to make the other happy.  And the one who thinks the other is supposed to carry the burden of their happiness will blame the other for the discontentment they feel.  

The worlds view of marriage is that the person we marry will fill the void we feel; that the emptiness we feel can be satisfied by another person; or that the person we marry will be the ones who make us whole and complete.

The world has taught us that a spouse is our salvation from whatever emptiness or hurt we feel.  

The world teaches us to look for evidence that we are as we ought to be through the way our spouses react to us & the things they do for us.  It teaches us that if our spouses can love us good enough and treat us good enough and do enough things the right way we will be filled up in our hearts.  

This will put our spouses under the law of performing because we are looking to them to be justified instead of God. 

Anytime we put our loved ones under a law of performance to persuade us that we are as we ought to be or that our life is as it ought to be it will work death in them and in our relationships.  

If we think we are made complete in another person everytime we don't feel whole we will inevitably & effortlessly look to our spouse as if they are the problem.

If we try to be made whole or complete through our spouses the moment we feel as if we are lacking.  Or we feel the void we will attribute it to our lovers/spouses.  We will see it as if they are lacking.  We will see it as if they are the reason we feel this way.  

If we look to our spouses to be justified we will become critical of our spouses; always scrutinizing the things they say and do.

It will cause you to always be finding fault with them and to impute their transgression to them.  And the image you have of them in your heart will become marred.  You wont be able to see them for who and what they actually are.  You wont be able to see the beauty that is there to see.  But, you will see them as a stumbling block to your happiness.  You will see them as the one keeping you from life.  

Spouse is not meant to carry the burden of our happiness.  If we live from that place we will all the time have a critical view of our spouses & never be able to just enjoy them for the beauty that is there.  

But, if we seek to be justified by God.  If we seek to be fulfilled and to feel complete through God and the Word He has spoken over us in Christ we will no longer put the burden of our happiness on our lovers/spouses.  We will no longer look to them as the source of our life but we will look to God.  

What can happen then is that we will begin to feel so filled full.  That our minds are not filled with our own needs and how our needs can be met but our minds are filled with the needs of the one we love.  We begin to prefer their lives and their happiness over our own because we feel God caring for our lives.  We feel God looking after our happiness and that God is concerned about our lives and our needs.  

When we seek to be justified through the Word God has spoken in Christ instead of seeking to be justified through our spouses something dynamic happens in the way the husband and the wife relate to one another.  

The husband will find himself being strengthened in his heart by the Spirit of the Son.  And he will find himself laying down his life for his wife in the same way Christ layed down his life for the world.  

He will find himself preferring his wife's life over his own.  He will find himself seeing the wife as being all fair and there being no spot or blemish or fault in her.  He will find himself relating to her as if there is no fault in her even should she commit transgression against him.  He will find himself thinking of his wife and her well being even when she seems to be against him.  He will find himself filled with compassion for her even if she should attack him because he is living from a heart that has been persuaded by Christ that he is as he ought to be.  

He won't impute her transgressions to her because he wont interpret them as a slight against himself.  He wont interpret her transgressions as if they are attacks against him but he will interpret her transgressions as if she is in pain.  He wont live as if he needs to establish himself or defend himself because he will see he is already secure in Christ.  

Likewise the wives will be set free to give themselves fully over to their husbands.  They will be set free to be comfortable in themselves.  The wife wont feel as if she needs to establish herself as an equal because she will be persuaded that she is a co heir with the man and Christ in the kingdom of God.  She won't feel as if she needs to be justified by proving her value and worth.  She will be set free to just enjoy her husband for the beauty of who He is and the way in which he does love her instead of always seeing his shortcomings and the areas he may fall short.  

She will find her heart esteeming her husband; always speaking well of him; always building him up in everything he does even in his weaknesses.  Because she won't be looking to him and everything he says and does to determine if she is as she ought to be or not.  She won't look at his behavior from the standpoint of trying to determine if she is as she ought to be or if the life she has is as it ought to be.  She won't be looking to the husband for evidence that she is good.  

And this will give birth to something in her where she will prefer his needs over her own.  Her heart won't be filled with his transgressions or short comings.  Her heart will be filled with concern for him and what he is going through and what may be causing him pain.  Her heart will be filled with building him up and comforting him instead of criticizing him.  And the husband will feel loved and supported. 

You can't do that through your desire or your strength but in seeking the Word God has spoken over you in Christ you can find this life born in you apart from your works.  We don't focus on getting the fruit we focus on the seed that produces the fruit.  

Marriage will work as God intended when the husband thinks of the wife before he thinks of himself and if the wife thinks of the husband before she thinks of herself.

Explain marriage from perspective of helpmate.  

Husbands and wives were not designed to carry the burden of each other's happiness.  We were not designed to be able to fill the void in each other's hearts.  We were not designed to be able to heal each other's fear and insecurities.  

Adam needed someone to share his life with that was the same kind he was; that could feel what he felt; experience what he experienced; that .....

We were designed to be able to share our lives with each other.  To be able to experience life together; to be able to feel what the other feels; to be able to think what the other thinks; to be able to share our hearts with one another; to be able to laugh with one another; to cry with one another; to share our thoughts with one another; to walk with one another through our trials and tribulations.  To serve as a reminder to each other that we are the Godkind and the word the Father has spoken over us in Christ.  To serve as a reminder of the Rock from which we have been hewn and that we have a good Father who loves and will always care or our lives.  





